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PREFACE 


All  life  and  achievement  is  exolution;  present  wisduin  comes  from  past 
experience,  and  {wesent  commercial  prosperity  has  come  only  from  past  enr^ 
tion  and  snfferinf .  The  deeds  and  motives  of  the  men  that  have  gone  before 
have  been  instrumental  in  shapuig  the  destinies  of  later  commimities  and 

states.  The  development  of  a  new  country  wa?  at  once  a  task  and  a  privi- 
lege. It  required  great  courage,  satritice  and  privation.  Coniparc  the  pres- 
ent conditions  of  the  people  of  O'Brien  and  Osceola  counties,  Iowa,  with 
what  they  were  a  half  century  ago.  From  a  trackless  wilderness  and  virgin 
land,  it  has  come  to  be  a  center  of  prosperity  and  civ  ilization.  with  millions 
of  weahh,  systems  of  railways,  fjrand  educational  institutions,  spk-ndid  in- 
dustries and  immense  agricultural  productions.  Can  any  thinkinj^  person 
be  insensible  to  the  tasctnation  of  the  study  which  disdo.ses  the  aspirations 
and  efforts  of  the  early  pioneers  who  so  strongly  laid  the  foundation  upon 
which  has  been  reared  tiie  magnificent  prosperity  of  later  days?  To  per- 
petnate  the  story  of  these  people  and  to  trace  and  record  the  social,  political 
and  industrial  prepress  of  the  community  frotn  its  first  inception  is  the  func- 
tion of  the  local  historian.  A  sincere  purpose  to  preserve  facts  and  personal 
memoirs  that  are  deserving  of  perpetuation,  and  which  unite  the  present  to 
the  past,  is  the  motive  for  the  present  publication.  A  specially  valuable  and 
interestmg  department  is  that  one  devoted  to  the  sketches  of  representative 
citizens  of  these  counties  whose  records  deserve  preservation  because  of  their 
worth,  effort  and  accom^)lishment.  i  he  i)ublishers  desire  to  extend  their 
thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  so  faithfully  labored  to  this  end.  Thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  citizens  of  O'Brien  and  Osceola  counties  for  the  uniform 
kindness  with  which  the>  have  re^^arded  this  undertaking,  and  for  their 
many  >^er\  ices  rendered  in  the  gaining  of  necessary  information. 
»  In  placing  the  "Past  ami  Present  of  ( )'P>rieii  and  Osceola  Counties, 

luwa,"  before  the  citizens,  the  publishers  catJ  conscientiously  claim  that  they 
have  carried  out  the  plan  as  outlined  in  the  prospectus.  Every  biogTaphical 
sketch  in  the  work  has  been  submitted  to  the  party  interested  for  correctioii, 
and  therefore  any  error  of  fact,  if  there  be  any.  is  solely  due  to  the  person 
for  whom  the  sketch  was  prej>ared.  ("oTitident  that  our  effort  to  please  will 
fully  meet  the  approl>ation  of  the  public,  we  are, 

Respectfully, 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 
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O'BRIEN  COUNTY 


CHAl'TEK  I. 

THB  PIONBSR  OP  OVRIBN  COUNTY. 

He  came,  he  nw.  ta«  tousta«d  ft  througb, 

He  roamed  thf  prairie  wild. 
He  plucked  the  wild  awMt  wllUains  rare. 
This  early  rorliig  child. 

He  brake  the  eocU  he  twiited  hmr. 

He  lingered  through  those  years; 
OraMhoppers  were  the  reapera  then. 
His  children  oft  In  tears. 

He  fought  with  cIfIiis.  (hpweri  rostn  sum: 

His  wife  built  chtcken  coom. 
And  Iran  the  tnmUe  weeds  she  made 

Those  dainty  ox-tail  soups. 

The  honipstcad  shanty  was  his  lioine, 
For  beaKt  a  grasb-thatchoil  barn, 

And  yet  to  him  'twas  "Home.  Sweet  Wmm*," 
Where  wlf»>  hlo  socks  did  darn. 

He  had  no  coal,  he  bad  no  wood, 
Por  fuel  he  burned  hay. 

And  wh.i  u  till'  hay  !;ave  nut  he  l>umed 

Marhiin'  notes  h(>  did  pay. 

The  aklea  cleared  oS  and  land  went  up. 
The  sun  shone  on  this  spot; 

When  the  dl8<-overy  was  made, 
Twas  EdenV  Harden  lot. 

The  railroad  en§;ine  screeched  and  blew. 
And  yelled,  "Where  is  that  town?" 

That  town  sprang  up  while  it  passed  tbrouglt 
And  held  that  railroad  down. 
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The  «lm,  and  Mb.  and  maple  twin 

They  grew,  and  prew,  and  crew. 
For  wind  breaks,  groveii,  and  imrk  aad  shade. 
When  wind  It  blew  and  blew. 

The  modern  bouM  and  bam  were- built. 

The  auto  hove  in  eight. 
And  then  the  pioneer  was  glad 
Wi  fit  tbat  Mrapp)r  llgbt. 

Now  when,  at  last,  at  heavt^n's  gate. 

You  seek  that  benveoly  rest. 
<M  all  that's  good  and  great  and  grand, 

Iowa  booata  the  beat 

When  for  this  best  thf  stat>-  von  roam, 

"iiong  Iowa's  ninety  and  nine, 
JUBt  keep  your  eyes  a  Briufntln*.  'caUSe 

O'Brien's  down  the  ilne. 

Hour  townahtpa  long,  four  towasbipa  wide. 

On  smooth  and  lerel  land, 
Just  four  and  twontv  inlli  s  i-,i(-h  wajr, 

TOQ'U  see  a  sight  Dial's  grand. 


THK  CRKATIVE  AM)  Al 'M  I  \  ISTKA'l  I\  K  J'KK1(»I>S. 


1  he  creativf  Ijfoum's  historic,  'l  lir  ailiiiini-iralivi-  Ik-couk's  iiktvIv  (.■otii- 
moniilacc  (iixl  create*!  llie  WDfld.  It  was  historic.  Jt  was  creati\e.  It  was 
distinctly  pioneer.     I'hc  pioneer  tiiaki'S  hi.'ilory.    The  tilling  of  the  M.il  is 

merely  administxativc. 

Columbus  crossed  the  ocean  and  discovered  America.  That  was  historic 

In  thousands  we  cross  the  ocean  as  the  achninistrative  jwrt  of  Inisiness  and 
tourist  life.  The  buildint;  of  tiie  Panama  canal  is  creative.  The  thousands 
of  ships  will  pass  through  its  channel  as  part  of  the  world's  administrative 
progress.  Whitney  constructing  his  cotton  gin  and  Ftdton  building  his  steam- 
boat were  events,  but  we  continue  to  spin  cotton  with  a  million  spindles  and 
run  "ur  ships  in  daily  commonplace. 

When  the  Lcf;islatnre  of  Iowa,  in  1850.  enacted  the  word  ""O  Hrien"  into 
a  statute,  by  naming  this  particular  twenty- four  miles  square  "O  Brien."  it 
wrote  down  an  historic  event  for  this  county.  1  he  otiicials  in  the  court  house 
wtU  continue  to  write  the  same  name  for  the  years  to  come  into  the  records 
as  mere  administrative  business.  The  United  States  issues  its  patent  to  a 
tract  nf  I.ii'.il  to  the  old  homesteader.  It  is  only  done  once.  It  is  a  creative 
event  to  that  title.  Tlie  mere  deeds  aiid  sales  and  use  of  that  land  thereafter 
is  but  the  formal  adniiiii!>trati\e  liaiuhng  down  of  the  original  historic  title. 
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The  platting  of  a  town  on  the  record,  or  the  vote  by  the  people  for  its  incor- 
poration, is  done  but  once.  It  Is  creMive.  The  later  living  in  or  sale  of 
parts  of  lots  in  that  town  belongs  to  the  usual  every-day  item.  The  building 

of  a  railroad  is  u>uari\  unne  hut  tjiice.  The  daily  train  traffic  thereon  f<ir  the 
years  is  but  the  daily  ordeal  of  travel.  The  time  of  our  birth,  our  birth  day, 
is  our  creative  period,  'i'i.e  date  is  historic  to  us.  The  liirih  of  a  county  is  in 
its  beginning.  Then  it  was  created.  The  later  people  adnunister  upon  us 
effects.  The  selling  of  our  school  lands  b^'  its  first  county  auditor's  certifi- 
cates, or  contracts,  was  creative.  The  loaning  of  the  proceeds  ot  ttiese  lands 
on  school  loans  is  administrative.  The  first  laying  out  or  establishment  of  our 
highways  on  the  wild  prairie  was  creative.  We  continue  to  ride  m  automo- 
biles over  these  roads,  in  grim  detiance  and  certain  risk  of  uur  lues  at  titty 
miles  per  hour  as  merdy  administrative,  when  in  tm&  the  administrator  is 
called  in.  When  the  squatter  squatted  his  squat,  he  got  title  by  jumping  first 
into  possession.  It  was  a  decisive  hrst  historic  act.  The  living  on  the  land 
by  himself  and  bis  children.  tlioui;li  t-i)  ji  i\ able,  bcconu  --  tiic  daily  rontinc 
The  pioneer  l)r(jkc  llu-  tirst  unsubdued  prairie  sod.  il  needed  lo  be  dune  but 
once.  It  was  among  the  first  things.  It  created  the  wild  prairie  into  a  farm. 
Later  on  in  years  it  became  simply  spring  plowing.  Our  public  parks  are  laid 
out  by  the  pioneer.  We  ^ant  a  tree  or  a  grove.  This  is  creative.  We  sit 
beneath  its  shade.  That  is  but  the  administrative  part  of  our  laziness.  The 
condemnation  of  the  acre  for  the  school  site  belonged  to  the  pioneer  in  the 
main.  It  was  historic  in  the  community,  i'hereaiter  the  children  simply 
came  to  school  at  nine  o'dodc  in  the  morning.  The  building  of  the  dd  home- 
stead shanty  and  proving  tip  marked  a  period,  as  likewise  the  buikliiig  of  the 
new  modem  house,  but  the  living  in  same  was  for  the  e\ery  day. 

The  original  building  of  the  I'.ig  I'our  mills  at  .•^luldon  ua^^  historic. 
The  people  w  ill  continue  loc<<n-sunie  the  thousanils  of  barrel-,  of  llotir  (  "['rairie 
yueen"_)  as  administrative.  "Give  us  this  clay  our  daily  bread."  Cbe  ereilioii 
of  the  round  house  and  shops  at  Sanborn  was  an  important  event  tx>th  for  the 
town  and  county.  Its  engines  and  trains  are  sent  out  in  dispatch  as  daily  oc- 
currences. The  putting  up  of  the  soldiers*  monument  at  Hartley  in  i8«)i  w  as 
itself  historic  as  likewise  was  it  representative  of  a  great  national  historic 
drama.  Its  people  will  continue  to  learn  the  daih  administrative  lesson  oi 
patriotism  and  reverence  for  that  which  is  brave  and  heroic  each  day  as  the 
years  go  by.  The  first  establishment  of  the  county  fair  at  Sutherland  was 
creative  and  historic.  I'luler  the  statute  providing  for  it  there  can  be  hut  one 
association.    Its  annual  fairs,  however,  will  l)e  but  administrative.    The  en- 
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dowincnt  of  the  public  Kbtary  at  Paullina  by  Frederick  G.  Frothing^iam  and 
the  oonstruction  of  its  electroliers  and  electric  {dant  were  historic  events  in 

the  town.  The  rejiding  of  those  hbrary  Ixxiks  by  the  light  from  those  electric 
lights  will  lit-  a  [virt  of  the  routiiif  of  town  life. 

Other  new  things  will  occur  as  time  moves.  The  pioneer  will  continue 
his  work  in  new  fields.  For  instance,  perhaps  we  will  yet  do  the  further 
historic  acts  of  building  durii^  the  hundred  years  to  come  what  will  be  equal 
to  the  cement  highway,  the  Roman  or  Appian  Way.  if  you  please,  for  the 
autoir.()l)iK'  acn     tlu-  iiniiitry  an<I  O'Hricn  tonnlv     All  else  will  follow  suit 

Let  us  coiuiiuic  the  work  of  the  pimieer,  and  make  onr  l)ow.  and  take  off 
our  hat  in  reverence  both  io  the  past  and  comiuij  pioneer.  Let  us  honor  the 
historic  and  creative,  that  we  may  the  better  enjoy  the  administrative.  It  is 
die  creative  and  histcnic  which  keeps  active  the  memory  cells  in  our  brains. 

"We  linger  stilt  in  memorie's  cell, 
Engraven  on  our  hearts." 

NAMING  OF  COUNTY  AKTKR  WILLIAM  SMITH  o'UKIEN. 

The  Iowa  state  Legislature,  at  its  session  of  1850.  in  one  law.  in  a  sort 

of  husking  bee  as  it  were,  named  fifty  of  the  ninety-nine  counties  in  «)ne  enact- 
ment. O'Brien  county  was  christened  with  t^ood  Irish  water  ffm  ihe  River 
Royne  itsrlf.  At  least  that  was  thr  MTUimeiit.  It  was  the  arijument  in  the 
Legislature  u>  have  represeuietl  iti  these  names  as  many  different  ideas  and 
nationalities  as  possible,  from  the  Indian  names  of  Winneshiek,  Poweshidc 
and  Sac.  to  the  patriotic  names  of  Washington.  Adams.  JeflFerson,  Clay, 
Webster  and  Polk,  to  the  final  awarding  of  three  names  of  the  sons  of  F.rio, 
to  that  prinev  <>i  Irish  orators.  Robert  Fnimett.  to  John  .Mitchell  and  then  to 
our  own  Irishman.  William  Smith  O'Brien,  after  whom  the  county  was 
named. 

William  Smith  O'Brien  was  bom  in  1803  and  died  in  1864.  and  was  an 

educated  nian  i-  well  as  a  man  of  ability.  lie  was  an  Irish  politician  He 
was  educated  at  Harrow  School  and  Trinilv  roHctre.  C  ambridge,  in  l-ji^jlaiid. 
lie  entered  the  l-Jiglish  Parliament  in  iSjS.  In  iS.^;  he  wa<  retunu-<l  (rom 
the  county  of  Limerick  and  for  several  years  strongly  advocated  the  claims 
oT  Ireland  to  a  strictly  equal  justice  with  England,  in  legislative  as  well  as  in 
executive  measures.  Professing  his  inability  to  effect  this  in  tfie  United 
Legislature,  and  having  been  committed  to  prison  for  refusing  to  serve  on 
committees  by  the  speaker's  orders,  he  withdrew  from  attendance  in  Parlia- 
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nient  in  1841.  and  joined  that  great  Irish  patriot,  Daniel  O  Connell,  in  the 
agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the  l^islative  union  between  England  and  Ireland. 
In  the  progress  of  that  agitation  our  William  Smith  O'Brien  sided  with  the 
party  known  as  "Y'  nni:  land.'*  In  other  words,  he  was  one  ot  the  ■Young 
Turks."  or  incorrigible^  "«r  vineonquerc«l.  In  1S4H.  when  that  excitement  re- 
sulted in  a  call  to  arms,  he  took  part  in  an  attempted  reljeihon  in  the  south  ot 
Irelai^.  He  was  arrested,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death.  The  sentence, 
however,  was  commuted  to  transportaticm  for  life.  He,  with  other  political 
offenders,  was  exiled  to  Tasmania,  an  obscure  English  colony,  but  years  later 
was  allowed  to  return 

It  can  thus  he  -ecu  that  ln>lniiaii  W  illsani  Smith  ()"llrieii  wa-  n<>  ■>mall 
man,  a  man  worthy  of  a  cause  championed  l»y  the  great  Daniel  0'C\>nnell  and 
found  fighting  side  by  side  with  such  men  as  Robert  Emmett  and  John  Mit- 
diell.  The  citizens  of  the  county  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  William 
Smith  O'Brien  or  of  the  name.  He  was  considered  l)y  the  editors  of  the 
"Mnternational  rydojiaedin"  of  sniVicient  world-wide  celelirity  to  entitle  him 
to  a  half  cuhunn  wriie-up  in  that  great  compendium  of  the  world's  great  men 
and  events. 

IN  THE  BEGINNING. 

In  the  hejiinning.  while  northwe>teni  Iowa  wa-  >t!ll  nnu-tentlis  raw 
prairie,  with  scarcely  a  tree;  with  anghng  roads,  ruiininj;  with  the  ri<lges  of 
land ;  with  waving  prairie  grass  from  ten  indies  to  four  feet  in  height,  and 
with  all  surrounding  things  a^rently  without  form  and  void.  O'Brien  county 
was  created  c»r  rather  carved  out  of  Wo(xlhury.  Woexlhnry  county,  or  Wah- 
kaw  coiiiuy.  as  it  was  first  calletl.  was  thus  the  mother  hive  from  which 
swarmed  eleven  counties.  W  (Hulbury.  Ida.  Sac.  Bucna  V  ista.  Cherokee.  Ply- 
month.  Sioux,  Osceola,  Lyon,  Buncomb  (name  later  changed)  ami  O'Brien. 
Woodbury  county,  thus  included,  was  first  named  Wahkaw  county,  as  re- 
corded in  cliapter  nine,  section  twents  <even.  proceedings  of  the  third  Gen- 
eral AsseiiiMv  r  ,f  Iowa,  in  The  tollowinj,'.  or  fourth,  <  ieneral  Assem- 
bly (chaiJter  ei^lilj.  I)\  an  act  approwd  |atin;ir\  ij.  rS;^.  which  was  en- 
titled "An  Act  Organizing  Counties  therein  named.  "  in  its  fourteenth  section 
provided  that  those  eleven  districts  should  be  known  as  Wahkaw  count)*  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  taxes  and  holding  elections  and  courts  and  ordering 
that  the  then  organizing  sheriff  could  call  elections  at  Sargent's  r.luffs  and 
such  other  places  as  lu-  iiii>o;lit  designate.  This  same  fourth  Heneral  .\ssembly 
(chapter  twelve)  passed  anotlier  act  entitled  "An  .\ct  in  Relation  to  New 
Counties,"  on  the  same  date.  January  12,  1853,  providing  a  method  whereby 
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either  of  the  eleven  counties  miffht.  by  a  named  number  of  citizens,  petition 
the  court  of  Woodbury  county,  directed  to  the  judges  of  the  court,  asking 

that  such  county,  naming  it.  might  ho  nrtj.inized  and  thus  become  a  legal  cor- 
poratinn.  'I  liis  law  also  provided  tor  tlic  (•stal)Ii'ihmcnt  of  a  county  seat,  and 
a  s  >  |irc»vided  for  the  changing  of  the  name  of  the  mother  county  from 
Wahkaw  to  Woodbury  county.  Thus  early  was  northwestern  Iowa  looking 
fur  a  Missouri  terminal  for  a  future  city,  or  capital,  so  to  speak,  for  this 
larger  territor>-.  on  first  thought  lighting  on  Sarj^ent's  Bluffs,  but,  for  later 
re.Tons  lieionging  to  \\'iMHlt)urv  countv  historv.  l.mded  in  greater  |)ermanency 
nt  what  is  now  recognizeil  as  northwestern  Iowa's  imsine.ss  terminal,  chief 
city  and  distributing  ix>int.  Sioux  City. 


The  ])etition  directed  to  the  court  of  Woodbury  county  wa.-.  signed  by 
seven  so-called  voters  and  by  sundry  soldiers  of  the  Federal  amiy.  then  under 
General  Sully  fighting  Indians  in  these  several  states.  Indeed,  and  in  fact. 
Hannibal  House  Waterman  wan  the  only  real.  l)ona  fide,  legitimate  and  s(|uare- 
deal  citizen  or  \f)  er  in  this  c  iinly.  tlion>ili  >ix  other  men  (record  a  little 
confused  wlullur  or  seven)  signed  this  petition  and  voted  with  him  at 
the  election  heltl  l-'ebruary  6,  i8fio.  at  the  house  of  this  first  setiler.  Hannibal 
House  Waterman,  on  his  United  States  homestead  on  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  township  94,  r.-iii'.^r  _^<!.  in  W.iterman  township,  named  for  him, 
as  was  likcwi-e  the-  strenni  'lowing  throii-!i  the  whole  eastern  ])art  of  the 
county.  W  c  ijiv  t  In-low  the  full  order  of  the  nmrl  relating  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  D'Urien  county,  which  recites  its  <.\\n  history, 

"COUXTV  troi-RT,  WOODBURV  CoUNTV, 

"Januar;.  \H(<o. 

■'W  liina-,  a  jc  itioii  has  Ini  n  i:re>;ii;rd  to  this  c  »int,  sij^ncd  liy  Haiuiihal 
H.  Waterman  and  se\eu  other  citizens  ol  O'Brien  ctuinly.  and  I.  f.  Firl'fi 
having  made  oath  that  the  signatures  to  said  petition  are  a  majority  of  legal 
voters  of  said  county,  and 

'"Whereas,  (he  said  petitioners  ask  that  the  said  O'Brien  county  may  be 
organized  in  rurordance  with  the  provision^  of  law  u])on  that  subiect. 

"Xow  therefore,  1.  John  P.  Allison,  county  judge  of  Woodbury  county, 
in  the  state  of  Iowa,  do  hereby  order : 

"First :   That  the  county  of  O'Brien,  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  be  and  the 
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same  is  hereby  oisanized  from  and  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  i86a 

"Second :  'I  hat  an  election  he  held  in  O'Brien  Cf)unty  and  state  afore- 
said, at  the  dwelling  house  of  \  lannihal  Waterman,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  j86o,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  officers,  and  that  I.  C 
Fprber  act  as  one  of  the  judges  of  said  first  election. 

"Third:  It  is  ordered,  that  I.  C.  Purfaer  act  as  organizing  sheriff,  and 
that  he  post  notices  in  three  of  the  most  puhlic  places  in  said  O'Brien  county* 
stating^  the  time  am\  place  r.f  fi-  .ldintj  said  election  at  least  ten  days  prior  to 
the  election  aforesaid,  and  make  return  of  his  doings  to  this  court. 

"JoHU  P.  Ali.i.sox. 

"County  Judge.  " 

"County  Court,  Woodbury  C4>unty, 

"January  26,  i860. 

"Now  comes  T.  C.  l'"tirher  and  qualifies  as  judtje  of  the  cU'ciiim  in  he 
held  in  O'Brien  county  on  the  '>th  day  of  February.  A.  D.  i8(')0.  by  taking  the 
oath  as  required  in  section  249.  chapter  25  of  the  Code  of  Iowa. 

"John  P.  Aijjson, 
"County  Judge." 

ELECTION  OKG.\.\lZ.\TION  RECORD. 

"At  an  election  held  in  O'Brien  county,  at  the  house  of  H.  H.  Waterman, 

February  6,  1S60.  I.  C.  Furber  was  elected  to  (he  office  of  county  judge,  A. 
Murray,  clerk  of  district  court,  and  II.  11.  \\  aternian.  treasurer  aii<l  rec<irder, 
to  hold  their  oOices  until  the  next  general  election,  this  being  the  lirst  election 
after  oiganization  of  the  county.  I.  C  Furber  acted  as  organizing  sheriff  at 
said  dcction. 

"I.  C.  Furber. 
"County  Judge." 

FIRST  GENERAL  ELECTION,  NOVEMBER  6.  1860. 

On  the  same  day  that  Abrahatn  Lincoln  was  first  elected  President, 
November  6,  1860.  O'Brien  county's  first  full-term  corps  of  officers  were 
elected  as  follows:  Henry  C.  Tiflfey,  clerk  of  the  district  court;  1.  C.  Furber, 
treasurer  and  recorder:  A.  Murray,  county  judge;  Sam  H.  Morrow,  sur- 
Tcyor,  and  H.  H.  Watemnn,  road  supervisor.  There  were  eighteen  votes 
cast  at  tiiis  election. 
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At  th«  next,  or  seound.  general  election  the  following  (officers  were 

fleeted:  A.  Murray,  sheriff:  J.  W.  Bosler.  treasurer  and  recorder;  George 
Mofifinan,  cornner:  John  S  Jenkins,  county  superintendent  of  schools;  A. 
i'hilhps.  drainage  connnissioncr :  H.  H.  Waterman,  township  supervisor. 

BAD  WORK  BREWING  IN  ABOVE  ORGANIZATION  AND  ITS  TWO  FIRST  ELECTIONS. 

We  j^ive  here  the  re>nlts  of  the  hrst  two  elecliuns.  alter  its  organizing 
election,  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  riyhl  here  in  its  organization,  and  first 
two  elections,  is  evidence  on  its  face  of  a  scheme  to  fami  (VRrien  county 
finances.  As  we  have  previt>usly  remarked.  Hannibal  House  Waterman  was 
the  only  bona  fide  settler  an<!  citizen.  Those  other  gentry.  I.  C".  Furber.  John 
S.  Jenkins,  John  H.  C'ofer.  Janie>  W.  Bosler.  Moses  Lewis,  (ienr'^'e  l  loffnian. 
H.  C.  TifFcy,  A.  l*hiUii)s  and.  in  a  degree.  .\rchil)ald  -Murray,  and  who  were 
among  those  other  seven  named  in  the  petition,  were  but  a  bunch  of  schemers 
who  came  on  with  others  from  Sioux  City  and  Fort  Dodge  and  organized 
counties  and  county  scat>  for  three  comities.  Clay,  O'Brien  and  IVnna  \'ista,  / 
with  county  seats  handily  arrani^ed  for.  three  niile'>  apari,  at  <  )1<1  ()"r.rtfn. 
Peterson  and  Siou.\,  Rapids,  in  which  well-laul  scheme  the  set  of  men  wiio 
acted  as  otncials  in  O'Brien  county  would  appear  as  contractors  in  the  various 
humbug  building  of  bridges  and  other  schemes  in  the  fither  coimties  and 
vice-versa.  H.  C.  TiflFey  was  the  best  busine^-'  man  of  tlic  l)nnch,  .so^ar  as 
papers  and  their  preparation  wen  roncerned.  James  W.  IJo-Kr  was  a  poli- 
tician of  some  note  from  Pennsylvania  and.  a  grafter  of  we'^lern  innocence, 
laid  out  the  plans  and  did  the  hest  head  work.  Jolui  11.  (  ofer  was  the 
swamp  ]an<l  gentleman  and  schemer. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  petition  for  organization  before  the  court, 
these  gentry  took  cate  that  the  name  of  Hatmibal  H.  Waterman,  the  only 
real  citizen,  headed  the  list,  and  thus  make  <howinLr  of  i^ood  faith,  and  had 
him  in  the  first  instance  appointed  to  the  important  ollices  of  treasurer  and 
recorder  of  the  county,  but  it  will  be  further  observed  that  at  the  very  first 
general  election  the  same  year,  with  still  only  nineteen  votes  cast,  that  the  one 
and  only  one  lM>na  fide  citizen  and  honorable  man.  Hannibal  H.  W^aterman, 
was  dismantled  of  the  chief  oflkes  and  handed  the  fOp  of  the  insignificant 
offices  nf  towiislnp  and  road  supervisor. 

I'.ven  at  ill  is  late  dale  it  seems  astounthiig  that  ihe.se  same  gentry  were 
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thus  allowed  to  thus  organize  and  farm  in  literal  fact  not  simply  one  but 
three  counties  adjoining,  in  so  open-lianded  a  way.  It  also  seems  incredible 
that  such  a  bunch  of  outlandi^  proceedings  as  an  organization  of  three 
couniies  in  one  hatili  for  sitch  financial  farming  as  we  will  preseiidy  -ce, 
should  have  passctl  the  serions  order  aiul  jiidjjment  (»f  tlio  toiirt.  and  that, 
t(x),  In"  siuli  a  man  no  lont;  prominent  in  Sioux  City  l»anl<ing'  circles  as  Judge 
John  1'.  Allison,  so  long  a  partner  with  George  Weare  in  the  banking  firm 
of  Weare  &  AUis(»i.  We  hardly  wish  to  raise  a  question  of  his  integrity, 
especially  his  judicial  inl^rity,  but  when  we  also  see,  later  on,  that  this  bank- 
ing fimi  of  Weare  &  Allison  in  the  subsequent  years  purchased  thousands  of 
dollars  ot  the  depreciated  county  warrants,  not  only  of  these,  but  other 
counties  in  Iowa  similarly  organized,  and  later  sued,  them,  got  them  into 
judgment,  thus  putting  them  out  of  reach  of  defense,  and  later  having  the 
bonds  of  the  county  issued  for  them,  and  they  usually  buying  them  at  about 
thirty  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  then  collecting  full  face  value  with  ten  per 
cent,  interest,  we  are  at  least  entitled  to  raise  the  question  of  his  good  judg- 
ment, if  we  do  not  as  to  his  integrity. 

We  might  also  criticize  with  justice  the  early  fathers  or  legislators  of  the 
state  in  leaving  one  lame  loophole  in  the  law  above  referred  to  providing  for 
the  organization  of  counties.  Had  these  solons  or  lawmakers  provided  that 
no  county  could  thus  have  lieen  organized  until  it  had  at  least  live  liundred  or, 
better,  one  thon-and  \oters.  it  would  have  saved  ()'l!rien  and  nianv  other 
counties  much  trouble.  \\  hile  votes  of  honor  arc  often  given  to  our  pioneer 
solons,  it  would  seem  that  O'Brien  county  could,  without  blushing,  enter  its 
protest  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  for  1851  were  tlius  direlcct  in  this 
duty. 

THESE  SEVEN  OTHERS  SIMPLY  "LIT." 

As  a  literal  matter  of  fact,  these  "seven  others''  had  simply  and  suddenly 
lit,  as  it  were,  for  the  express  purpose  of  not  simply  organizing,  but  farm- 
ing the  cash  or  infantile  credit  of  this  and  many  other  counties  in  the  West. 
These  three  handy  county  seats  in  nearby  comers  fornud  a  grand  triutn- 
viratc.  These  seven  others,  or  twenty-one  in  the  three  counties,  were  alxjut 
as  vigorous  a  lot  of  rascals  as  went  tmhui^.  They  proceeded  to  issue  solemn 
contracts  and  issue  county  warrants  and  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  (and  up- 
wards) on  this  one  county  alone.  Verily  the  seven  had  her  to  wife,  and  the 
bride  paid  the  bills. 
(3) 
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"we  are  seven." 

This  phrase,  "seven  others,"  had  a  special  meaning.  One  of  these 
"seven/'  in  a  personal  conversation  with  the  writer  many  years  ago,  boasted 
that  he  was  one  of  the  seven.  Said  he:  "We  built  a  bridge,  and  then  made 
an  elaborate  report.  Then  w  e  drew  our  county  warrant  Then  I  and  we  of 
that  seven  tore  down  that  bridge.  Then  we  built  that  satm-  bridge — excuse 
me,  another  bridge — in  another  prairie  slough,  and  drew  another  warrant, 
and  so  on  until  seven  bridges  were  built,  and  eadi  of  the  seven  got  a  share. 
Why  shouldn't  we  tear  it  down?  Nobody  ever  crossed  on  it,  no  road  there 
even."  Then  this  boastful  organizer  of  new  counties,  who  was  of  a  con- 
siderable literary  turn  of  mind,  laughingly  and  dramatically  recited  several 
.stan^as  of  Byron's  "Seven  Prisoners  of  Chillon,"  in  a  fine  oratorical  voice, 
making  special  emphasis  on  the  words  of  the  stanza,  "We  are  seven."  Said 
he:  "Byron's  'Prisoners  of  Chillon'  suffered  in  chains  for  their  religion. 
Didn't  we  suffer  in  diains  like  them  in  thi>  then  Go<l-forsaken  wilderness 
of  a  country,  even  worse  than  in  chains."  Then,  in  grim  satire,  he  went 
on:  "And  then,  with  due  regard  to  tht-  comfort,  happiness  and  general  wel- 
fare of  niy  dear  family,  I  tore  down  tlaat  damned  bridge  and  built  for  myself 
a  'home,  sweet  home.' "  This  braggadoda  statement  was  no  joke.  We,  of 
course,  can  make  dtie  aUowanoe  for  the  magic  number  seven,  and  of  his 

tendencies  to  the  classici',  luit  it  was  too  literally  true  Ijoth  in  spirit  and  in 
fact.  He  then  went  on  further:  "Lumber  was  scarce  in  them  davs,  and 
Itmibcr  for  seven  bridges  was  more  than  we  could  get  hauled  up  into  that 
neck  of  the  woods  in  them  days."  Then,  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye,  he  said: 
"Well,  Mr.  Peck,  you  are  one  of  these  reformers,  and  I  want  you  to  have  a 
little  credit  for  it,  but  we  might  as  well  have  a  little  fun  out  of  it."  Had  he 
added  that  the  "seven  others"  should  have  been  pimished  as  Byron's  Prison- 
ers of  Chillon  were  punished  he  would  have  hit  the  truer  mark. 

o'bribn  county  to  the  fkont. 

Lest,  however,  this  first  and  some  other  chapters  may  raise  a  false  and 
bad  impression  of  the  county;  lest  the  outside  reader  may  jump  at  a  hasty 
conclusion,  let  us  pause  and  anticipate  a  statement  of  an  historic  fact  of  liuB 
year  of  grace  1914.  Land  here  is  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
acre.  It  is  true,  as  will  be  seen  in  further  chapters  and  items,  that  our 
people  did  discuss  the  feasibility  of  a  defeat  of  this  debt,  and  well  they 
might,  yet  finally  they  decided  of  themselves  to  pay  it  all.    That  high  sense 
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of  honor  prevailed,  that  our  pe(i])Ic  in  the  fntiiif  would  feel  and  enjoy  and 
hand  down  to  its  fi-.turc  citizens  a  loftier  pride  and  honor  In  ])aying  ofT  even 
an  unjust  debt,  rather  than  to  be  forever  subjecting  themselves  to  be  jolted 
by  the  odimn  of  bankruptcy.  The  county  did  not  even  compromise.  It 
overcame  its  troubles  in  full  In  this  year  1914  die  county  is  absolutely 
free  of  debt.  The  last  cent  was  paid  off  in  1908.  At  the  outset,  then,  tiie 
reader  will  pardon  iis  and  at  same  time  will  feel  a  thrill  of  pride  when  we 
record  these  true  historic  words,  "O'Brien  county  paid  ever)'  cent  of  its  debt." 

THB  FOtST  ariZEN  AND  HIS  FAMILY. 

llaimibal  House  Watennan  was  born  March  J3,  i8ji.  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  Xew  York,  where  he  was  raised  on  a  farm,  and  attended  the  district 
school  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when,  with  his  parents,  they  moved  to  Erie 
county.  New  York,  where,  with  them,  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty  oiu  years 
of  af^c  ITe  attended  Allegheny  Collcsfc,  at  Mcadville.  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
time.  Later  he  went  into  the  lumber  woods  of  that  region  and  remained 
seven  years.    This  well  fitted  him  for  the  rougher  experiences  of  the  \\  est. 

Mrs.  Hannah  H.  Watenmui  was  tiie  first  triiite  woman  in  O'Brien 
county,  and  wu  hom  in  Gattarangns  ootmty.  New  York,  December  2,  1836, 
but,  as  a  singular  coincidence,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman  never  met  until  the 
autumn  of  1852  in  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  where  they  were  married  in  June, 
1854.  One  child,  Emily  A.,  now  Emily  A.  McLaren,  of  Sioux  City,  was 
bom  liiere.  They  resided  Hi  Bremer  county  until  tiie  spring  of  1856,  when 
they  decided  to  go  still  further  west  They  arrived  in  O'Brien  county,  then 
Woodbury  county  for  taxation  purposes  (though  he  thought  for  some  time 
that  he  was  in  Clay  coimty),  on  July  11.  1856.  It  was  too  late  for  a  crop, 
consequently  but  little  could  be  done  that  summer  other  than  to  put  up 
meager  buildings. 

On  May  7.  1887,  one  of  the  writers  hereof  (J.  L.  E.  Peck)  visited  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman,  at  their  residence  and  on  their  pre-emption 

clnini  'in  the  n<<rtheast  f|uarter  of  section  _>6.  townshij)  04.  ranije  39.  in 
Waterman  township,  which  hears  his  name,  where  they  resided  until,  in 
their  old  age,  they  retired  from  the  farm  and  removed  to  Sutherland,  where 
he  died  on  Sqitember  2,  1908.  At  this  visit  tiie  writer  obtahied  from  their 
own  lips  the  narrative  of  thdr  lives,  as  well  as  many  facts  and  items  found 
in  this  history. 

They  were  very  hospitable  people.  Mr.  Waterman  was  a  tall  man.  full 
six  feet,  swarthy,  wore  full  beard,  of  lightish  color,  as  likewise  was  his  hair, 
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w  hich  later  on  in  years  was  mingled  with  gray,  had  bright,  clear  blue  eyes, 
and  was  a  hearty,  pleasant  old  gentleman.  He  was  an  intensely  religious 
man.  He  was  an  exhorter  or  local  preacher.  His  religion  moved  with  each 
movement  of  his  body  and  in  every  hour  of  his  life.    Mrs.  Hannah  H. 

Waterman  i<  a  In-arty.  well-preserved  lady  and  still  resides  at  Sutlu-rland. 
She  passed  through  all  tliose  rugged  experiences  in  a  pioneer  country. 

THEn  SEVERAL  HOUSES. 

On  the  occasion  of  that  visit  the  writer  had  his  horses  fed  in  the  first 
building  ever  erected  in  the  county,  built  in  July,  1856,  a  log  building,  in 
size  eighteen  by  twenty-two  feet,  which  was  t»ed  as  the  first  home  imtil  their 
second  and  better  liouse  was  built  in  i860,  and  wherein  they  lived  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  and  which  was  destroyed  by  6re  in  1887.  \t  tlie  time  of  the 
writer's  visit  in  1S87  the\  were  temporarily  living'  in  the  ihirtl  house  erected 
in  the  county,  iK'ing  built  as  a  tenant  house  for  ■'()ld  Dutch  "  Fred  l"el<linan, 
who  was  his  tenant.  Tliey  had  lor  years  used  it  a.s  a  storehouse  and  for 
machinery.  This  building,  so  ancient,  was  in  1887  settled  considerably  into 
the  ground  and  was  situated  on  a  little  branch  or  spring  brook  of  the  Little 
Sioux  river.  Later  on  in  this  year  of  1887  they  built  a  line,  new.  com- 
modious, two-stury  frame  residence.  >u  the  same  jjround  <K:cu])ie<l  by  the 
older  home  destroyed  by  fne.  This  residence  is  one  quarter  of  a  mile  .south 
of  the  mouth  of  Waterman  creek,  or  river,  which  bears  his  name,  and  one- 
half  mile  southeast  of  the  old  iron  bridge,  built  in  187 J  and  which  until 
1897  si)aimed  the  Litde  Sioux  river. 

Mrs  Waterman  pitifully  referred  to  the  loss  of  their  home,  the  "old 
home."  that  had  been  theirs  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  excused  the  meager 
honsdiold  accommodations  they  had  saved  from  the  fire,  and  had  not  yet 
had  time  to  replenish.  The  writer's  remark  to  her  that  "fires  did  not 
always  leave  e\  en  millionaires  in  the  most  desirable  positions  in  life,"  placed 
all  in  a  good  mood. 

riie  only  natural  timber  of  any  consecpiencc  in  the  county  being  on  the 
Watertmn  and  Little  Sioux,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  claim  and  on  his  claim, 
furnished  sufficient  material  for  his  log  house,  eighteen  by  twenty-two  feet, 
which  was  later  used  as  a  stable  as  stated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman  arrived  in  O'l'.riei!  ninnty  with  two  yoke  of 
oxen,  a  waj^on  and  household  j^cmxIs.  .\s  autumn  was  near  at  hand,  they 
realized  that  wiiucr  was  not  far  in  the  rear,  and  they  were  without  food 
except  the  prospect  of  game,  and  possessed  but  a  small  amount  of  money. 
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Mr.  Waternian  started  his  hired  hand,  a  one-armed  Dutdunan,  to  Fort 

Doflg;c,  with  instructions  to  purchase  five  hundred  weight  of  flour  and  two 
hundred  weii^ht  of  meal.  Sad  were  the  tidinj,'s  to  the  ears  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W  aternian,  as  the  hired  nian,  on  his  return,  informed  them  that  all  he  could 
procure  was  a  few  hundred  weig^  of  flour.  Trappers,  stragglers,  bands  of 
Indians  tiirough  the  country,  and  occasionally  an  emigrant  like  himself,  going 
somewhere  west,  soon  made  inroads  on  the  flour. 


In  December,  1856,  dtis  tme-armed  Dutdiman  was  again  detailed  with 
the  two  yoke  of  oxen  to  go  southwest  in  search  of  more  provisions.  This 
time  he  went  as  far  as  Shelby  county,  traversing  what  is  now  Cherokee,  Ida 

and  Crawford  countit-s.  .\  severe  winter  set  in,  snow  firi^t  fallinii,'  in  threat 
([uantity,  which  continued  to  increase  until  everything  was  enveloped,  after 
which  the  weather  became  intensely  cold.  The  one-armed  man  found  him- 
self powerless  to  return,  snow-bound  in  a  strange  country,  with  two  yoke 
of  cattle  looking  to  him  and  his  one  arm  for  support.  He  did  not.  because 
he  could  not,  return  until  sprinfj.  While  putting  in  the  winter  in  Shelby 
cmtnty  he  kept  his  oxen  (  all  four  )  alive  by  digging  corn  from  the  stalks  out 
in  the  snow,  doing  this  work,  remember,  with  but  one  arm.  After  Dutchy 
had  dug  com  all  the  winter  to  I»ep  the  four  oxen  alive,  the  owner  of  the 
com  took  the  best  pair  of  oxen  as  pay  for  the  com.  besides  getting  Dutchy's 
woric  for  nothing.  Dutchy  returned,  as  stated,  toward  spring,  minus  one 
yoke  of  oxen  and  the  hair  on  the  oxen  he  brought  back  was  turned  the  wnmg 
way,  not  in  very  good  condition  for  opening  up  a  new  fann. 

In  the  meantime  a  family  by  the  name  of  Black  was  burned  out  down  in 
Cberdcce  county  and  Mrs.  Black  and  her  child  were  brought  tip  to  Mrs. 
Waterman's  on  a  hand  sled,  ami  they  had  to  feed  the  woman,  the  child  and 
those  who  l)roui:lit  them  to  their  hou^e  for  some  davs.  The  Black  fannlv 
literally  lived  in  the  snow  banks  four  or  rtve  days,  in  their  desix-rate  effort 
to  reach  Mr.  Waterman's  house,  where  they  were  heartily  welcomed  and 
made  as  comfortable  as  possible.  All  this  preyed  on  the  small  stode  of  pro- 
visions. Mr.  Waterman's  family  subsisted  for  six  .weeks,  during  that 
wmter,  on  beef,  except  a  small  altowance  of  flour  Mrs.  Waterman  reserved 
for  her  babe. 


In  addition  to  all  these  troubles,  they  nmst  also  undergo  an  experience 
with  the  Indians.    The  first  Sunday  after  they  arrived  in  the  county,  a  band 
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of  five  Iinlians  \  isited  them  and  were  very  friendly.  Xumerous  other  friendly 
dealings  with  the  Indians  followed.  Sometime  in  February,  1857,  the 
Indians  seemed  to  be  somewhat  scattered  and  roamed  down  the  river  from 
Minnesota  where  they  lived.  Mai^  of  the  bands  visited  Mr.  Waterman 
on  very  friendly  terms  and  paid  for  everything.  They  said  they  would  not 
hei,',  had  plenty  of  money,  and  man\'  of  them  showed  Mr.  Waterman  several 
hundred  dollars  in  gtjld.  Nayin-,',  "W  c  g>>{  luap  money,  loo  much  niuney." 

It  appears  that  when  these  Indians  had  arrived  down  the  river  at  Smith* 
land  in  Monona  county,  or  near  there,  they  had  coralled  a  number  of  elk  in 
the  l>end  of  the  river  and  killed  the  whole  herd.  Some  of  these  Indians 
(Sioux)  had,  in  the  past,  perpetrated  stealings  of  corn,  pi<,'s.  etc.,  greatly  to 
the  annoyance  the  settlers.  General  Harvey  had  ni 'titled  the  Indians  to 
keep  off  the  lamls  belonging  to  the  settlers.  Mr.  \\  aiernian  thinks  there 
were  about  sixty  armed  Indians  in  the  whole  band.  By  some  means  the 
whites  at  ^nitiiland  and  in  that  vicinity  took  possession  of  all  their  guns, 
and  the  Indians  were  allowed  to  camp  near  town.  The  Smithland  people 
aver  that  they  intended  to  set  them  arrdss  the  river  in  the  morning,  and 
return  ihcir  guns  to  them.  But  in  the  middle  of  tlie  night  a  boy  rode  into 
tiie  Indian  camp  with  the  story  that  General  Harvey  was  amuag  and  right  on 
hand.  They  stan^eded  like  so  many  wild  devils,  leaving  guns,  dead  elk 
and  everjrthing.  The  ne.xt  day  they  ascertained  that  General  Harvey  was 
nowhere  near  and  concluded  that  it  was  a  put-up  job  to  beat  thent  out  of 
their  guns  and  game.  It  was  too  late  for  the  Smithland  people  to  prove 
that  they  were  going  to  return  the  guns. 

The  father-in-law  of  J.  L.  E.  Pedc,  George  H.  Wilkinson,  who  lived 
for  many  years  in  Primghar,  was  in  Smithland  just  after  this  incident  occur- 
red in  1857.  The  people  of  .Smithland.  says  Mr.  Wilkinson,  at  that  time 
conceded  that  Smith,  the  founder  of  the  town,  had  acted  rashly,  aud  tliat  the 
act  of  the  Smithland  people,  or  those  in  charge,  was  wrong. 

Of  course  these  Indians  at  once  became  hostile.  At  this  crisis  the 
settlers  dared  not  return  the  gtms.  This  left  the  Indians  in  the  dead  of 
winter  without  guns  or  provisions.  They  started  for  their  home  in  Minne- 
sota and  tile  farther  thev  |)r<)cee<led  the  more  angry  and  hostile  they  became. 
At  first  they  commenced  stealing,  and  then  to  take  guns  from  the  settlers. 

On  their  return  from  Smithland,  Mr.  Waterman  told  the  writer,  "Seven 
Ing  strapping  Sioux  bucks  stopped  at  my  house;  they  were  so  tall  I  had  to 
look  up  at  them."  These  same  Indians  had  been  to  his  house  l>efore,  and 
very  friendly,  hnt  this  time  they  were  ugly.  They  introduced  themsehes  by 
rushing  mto  the  house  and  reciting  the  Smitliland  affair  and  a  harangue  about 
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the  "bad  white  men"  down  there.  They  stalked  into  the  house  and  began 
Stealing.  Six  of  them  iiad  guns  they  t^aid  they  had  taken  from  settlers. 
They  took  combs,  files,  pocket  compass,  Mr.  Waterman's  only  white  shirt, 
scissors,  and,  in  brief,  all  they  could  lay  hands  on,  in  value  to  forty  or  fifty 
dollars.  They  next  proposed  to  take  his  gun.  Dutdiy  had  not  yet  returned 
from  his  trip  southwest  for  provisions  and  his  gun  was  to  his  mind  the  big 
halt  he  had.  Mr.  Waterman  sh'»wc<l  rfsistancf.  wlini  npf  mi  tlir  lnuks,  Mr. 
Waterman  says,  "struck  me  in  the  back  wiili  a  .•m|iki\v  haiclici.  i  iiau  a  long 
scuflte  with  one  of  them  which  was  terminated  by  the  other  bucks,  except 
one,  levding  their  guns  at  me  and  firing,  but  dieir  guns  fortunately  were 
loaded  only  with  power,  except  a  young  buck's  gun,  which  he  fired  into  the 
ceiling  where  the  bullet  lodgeil.  I  am  satisfied  they  only  intended  to 
frighten  me,  but  they  got  my  gun  just  the  same.  After  this  little  introduc- 
tofy  was  over,  they  quieted  down  to  quite  an  extent  Then  they  commenced 
to  banter  roe  on  the  proposition  to  sell  the  gun  back  to  me.  Th^r  finally 
agreed  on  two  ddlars  and  fifty  cents  and  I  handed  over  my  last  mon^. 
Then  they  left." 

This  same  band  of  Indians  was  ne.xt  heard  of  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Peter- 
son, three  and  one-half  miles  up  the  river  from  Mr.  Waterman's,  where  they 
committed  other  and  similar  outrages,  leaving  there  for  the  scene  of  that 
tetrible  massacre  in  the  vicinity  of  Spirit  and  Okoboji  lakes,  thence  on  to 
still  greater  outrajjcs  in  Minnesota.  It  is  quite  probable,  had  Mr.  Water- 
man's home  Ix-en  just  a  little  further  on,  that,  in  their  anger  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, he  would  have  met  the  Spirit  Lake  results. 

While  a  little  outeide  the  historic  facts  in  O'Brien  county,  yet,  as  these 
Indians  were  at  Mr.  Waterman's  just  the  seccmd  day  before  the  massacre. 
It  is  propor  that  a  brief  statement  of  that  awful  affair  should  l>e  given.  This 
massacre  commenced  at  the  home  of  R.  Gardner,  on  the  southwest  bank  of 
West  Okoboji,  on  the  morning  of  March  8,  1857,  but  a  few  days  after  the 
unfortunate  Smithland  affair.  Mr.  Gardner  and  family  were  at  breakfast. 
An  Indian  entered  and  was  given  a  place  at  the  taUe.  Soon  others  entered 
and  were  given  places  also.  They  all  at  first  pretended  friendship.  They 
were  treated  kindly  and  shared  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  (Gardner's  home.  After 
a  little  time  they  l)egan  to  be  overbcarin^'^  and  demanded  ammimition,  to- 
gether with  other  articles.  They  remained  at  Mr.  Gardner's  some  hours 
and  when  they  left  they  took  his  cattle  with  them.  Toward  evening  Mr. 
Gardner  ventured  from  home  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  situa- 
tion of  affairs.  Below  we  give  the  words  of  .\bbie  .Sharp  Gardner,  as  con- 
tained in  her  history  of  the  massacre,  a  history  of  three  hundred  and  twelve 
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pages:  "Father  hastily  returned,  saying.  'Nine  Indians  are  coming,  now- 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  and  we  are  all  doomed  to  die.'  They 
entered  the  house  and  demanded  more  flour,  and  as  father  turned  to  get  them 
what  remained  of  our  scanty  store,  they  shot  him  through  the  heart,  while 
other  Indians  instantly  turned  upon  mother  and  Mrs.  Luce,  seized  tliem  by 
the  arms  and  l>eat  them  nvtr  tin-  heads  with  the  butts  of  their  ejuns,  then 
dragged  them  out  doors,  and  killed  them  in  the  most  cruel  and  shocking  man- 
ner." The  entire  family  were  butchered,  except  the  author  of  the  history, 
who  was  taken  captive  and  retained  for  many  nxmlhs,  the  full  particulars  of 
which  are  given  in  her  account  above  referred  to. 

I^ter  on,  in  i8()5.  the  Los;islature  made  an  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  erect  a  monument,  which  was  built,  commemorative  of  the 
massacre.  It  is  a  fine  granite  shaft,  fifty-five  feet  in  height,  with  proper 
inscriptions.  The  dedicatory  services  were  held  cm  the  lake  and  on  Hie 
spot  in  the  summer  of  1896,  and  were  attended  by  the  writer  hereof.  Citizens 
from  all  over  the  state  were  there  Duriut^  the  >ie\'eral  succeeding  days  the 
bones  of  forty-six  of  the  victims  whu  sntftrrd  the  same  fat*-  were  j^athere<l 
from  up  and  down  the  lake.  These  dreadful  massacres  produced  numerous 
scares  in  O'Brien  county.  At  one  time  a  mere  flock  of  sandhill  cranes  caused 
the  scare.  At  another  time  a  herd  of  hogs  frightened  a  whole  neighbor- 
homl.  and  at  another  a  f1rn\  e  of  cattle.  Tn  fact,  it  was  the  fear  produced 
by  that  real  calamity,  rather  tiian  the  scares  themselves. 

THE  ABIUTY  TO  SAY  GOOD-BYE  INDICATING  STRENGTH  OF  CHARACTEiR. 

[t  takes  courage  to  say  gomi-bye.  Mr  Waterman  said  goml-hyc  in 
New  York  to  come  west.  Thousands  liave  done  likewise.  Charles  Dickens 
tells  us  that  many  of  us,  when  we  fear  to  sa\  goud-bye.  will  remark  to  some 
friend,  *1  will  see  you  again,"  when  they  know  within  themsdves  that  Hbat 
very  remark  is  the  real  good-bye.  Tn  iS(^>2.  when,  with  six  covered  wagons, 
the  family,  with  others,  started  from  the  old  Fa^toni  bonie.  the  little  five- 
year-old  brother  ot  the  writer  had  said  the  fond  farewells  to  all  the  relatives, 
and  then  at  last  to  grandmother,  and  the  writer  lay  down  in  the  bottom  of 
the  covered  w^;on,  and  looked  bade  at  grandmother  as  long  as  she  could 
be  seen,  and  past  the  turn  in  the  road.  When  still  several  weeks  on  the  road, 
and  the  day's  travel  seemed  tedious  and  the  horses  were  tired,  this  little 
fellow  broke  out,  "Usses  left  usses  grandma,  but  usses  hasn't  left  usses 
selves.'"  .The  grit  tliat  could  say  good-bye  was  on  hand  to  do  and  dare — yts, 
on  hand  ready  to  advance  to  the  front  of  the  stage  in  a  new  country  and  do 
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tits  psrt   That  quality  has  made  this  country  strong.    It  produced  grit  and 

courage  to  meet  tlie  emerpciioy  It  has  also  done  one  other  thing  in  every 
comniunity  in  the  West,  not  only  for  f)'lirien  county,  hut  all  over  the  United 
States.  It  has  furnished  to  every  county  in  the  country  tlie  combined  brain 
power  and  resourcefulness  from  everywhoe  else  on  earth.  Thus  O'Brien 
county  has  its  Germans,  Norwegians.  Swedes,  Danes,  Holhinders,  Irish,  Eng- 
lish. Scotch.  French,  and  in  fact,  pcoi)le  from  every  state  in  the  Union,  and 
all  together  have  a<UieiI  strenuth  and  made  up  that  combined  forty-horse- 
power of  character  that  lias  made  tiiis  a  great,  great  country. 

DARK  AND  BRIGHT  SIDES  OF  THE  KECORD. 

We  would  not  Ik;  true  to  the  history  of  the  county  did  wc  not  j^i\  e  both 
the  sunshine  and  shadow,  its  "darkest  .\irica  period  as  well  as  its  automo- 
bile age.  O'Brien  county  has  had  its  share.  Indeed,  perhaps  a  county  would 
not  rise  to  its  best  level,  like  individuals,  unless  it  had  to  overcome  the  plagues 
of  Egypt,  so  to  speak. 

ANNA  WATERMAN,  FIRST  WHITE  CHILD. 

On  the  30th  day  of  May.  1857.  occurred  the  birth  of  the  first  white 
child  in  the  county.  Anna  Waterman,  daue^hter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hannibal 
H.  Waterman.  She  was  the  second  white  child  bom  in  the  three  counties 
of  Clay,  Buena  Vista  and  O'Brien.  Eleven  children  in  all  were  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Waterman.  Anna  Waterman  was  married  to  D.  W.  Kinyon  and 
they  moved  to  WocKlbim  li  wa.  wluTe,  later,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  she 
departed  this  life.  Icaviii;^  Ikt  tni>liau(i  and  the  tliree  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Waterinau  wire  iiuinbers  of  the  Methodist  Episco])al 
church,  he  uniting  at  the  age  of  .seventeen.  He  was  very  emphatic  in  his 
religious  views  and  quoted  much  Scripture,  carrying  the  same  out  in  his 
devotions,  and  he  was  much  of  an  exhorter  in  his  religion.  He  bdieved 
that  all  Aings  were  ordered  from  on  high  during  all  these  years  for  his 
good. 

The  following  additional  statements  were  written  down  in  full  and 
read  to  him  Iry  the  writer  at  the  time,  to  which  he  assented. 

PROPOSAL  TO  OROANIZE  A  COUNTY. 

About  the  last  month  of  1859,  one  James  W.  Bosler,  a  short  man  of 
sandy  complexion,  came  up  into  this  country  from  Sioux  City  and  proposed 
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to  organize  a  county.  Bosler  achieved  a  later  fame  with  J.  W.  Dorsey, 
cx-United  States  senator,  in  the  "Star  Route"  frauds  and  operating,  with 
Dorsey,  an  extensive  cattle  ranch  in  New  Mexico. 

The  very  idea  of  <M-gaiiizjiig  a  county  ior  one  man's  bendit  was  pre- 
posterous. When  Mr.  Waterman  was  interviewed  by  Bosler  concerning  the 
matter  he  replied;  "I  am  farniinp  and  know  notliin}^  alxnit  ortjanizing.  " 
Bosler  a>Mire<l  him  lliat  he  could  liave  the  choice  of  the  county  oftices  and 
it  would  be  well  not  to  make  any  objections.  Bosler  then  departed.  But  in 
a  short  time  Mr.  Waterman  ascertained  that  this  man  Bosler  originally  came 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  that  others  were  coming  from  Sioux  City  for  the 
purpose  of  wganizing. 


Early  in  February,  i860,  Bosler,  with  seven  or  eight  others,  arrived, 
among  them  1.  C,  I'urber,  Henry  C.  TitYey  and  Archil)ald  Murray,  who  sai<I 
an  election  would  be  held  February  6,  i8tjo.  Two  or  three  of  the  number 
left  for  Sioux  City  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  election  arrived.  The 
day  arrived  and  the  election  was  held  in  Mr.  Waterman's  house.  The  ballot 
box  consisted  of  a  hat  and  the  total  number  of  \'otes  jxilled  were  seven,  only 
five  of  which  pretended  to  helonij  to  either  W  oodbury  or  0'P»rien  county. 
Two  votes  were  borrowed,  one  from  Buena  \'i>ta  and  i>ne  from  C  lay  count  \, 
James  A.  (jleason  from  the  former  and  a  Mr.  Freeney  from  the  latter.  Mr. 
Waterman  says  both  men  were  from  Gay  county,  but  the  record  says  Gleason 
was  from  Buena  Vista.  They  all  voted.  Mr.  Waterman  was  generoudy 
elected,  as  assured  by  Bosler,  to  the  office  of  treasurer,  recorder  and  superin- 
tendent nf  schools.  These  untTsual  doings,  said  Mr.  Waterman,  will  explain 
the  indebtedness  of  the  county. 

Soon  after  this  electtoai  the  old  log  court  house  was  built  directly  in 
front  of  Mr.  Waterman's  house  and  is  the  "temporary  office"  the  record 
■^IH-aks  of  as  built  by  Archibald  Murray  for  the  county  jtidj^e.  1.  C.  Kurber, 
.Archibald  Murray.  L.  McClelland  and  H.  C.  Tilfey  boarded  with  Mr.  Water- 
man the  remainder  of  the  winter. 


F.verythinir  went  pleasantly  with  this  Sioux  City  crowd  until  in  the 
sununer  of  lisdt),  when  John  H.  Coter,  Charles  C.  Smeltzer  and  one  Messcr- 
vey,  hearing  of  the  ItKrative  pasture  the  Sioux  City  fellows  were  enjoying. 


liOSLKR  APPEARS  AGAIN. 
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came  up  from  l-"nrt  Dod.m-  with  about  a  dozen  men.  Cofer  conveyed  the 
idea  to  Mr.  Waterman  that  ihey  wt-re  actual  settlers  aiul  would  immediately 
proceed  to  the  opening  up  of  farms,  which  would  l>t  the  means  of  bringing 
many  other  settlers  into  the  county.  By  this  time,  says  Mr.  Waterman,  "I 
began  to  peroave  that  Bosler  was  a  shrewd,  far-seeing  man,  wliose  chief 
mission  evidently  was  to  procure  the  dollars.  Myself  and  family  welcoitied 
Cofer.  nr  the  I'ort  Dudtje  crowd,  as  actual  newcomers  and  settlers.  \  brisk 
contest  and  feud  at  once  sjirung  u|)  between  these  Sioux  City  and  Fort  Dtxige 
crowds,  the  latter  l>eing  in  the  majority,  and  a  fight  was  on  for  supremacy. 
I  sided  with  Cofer  because  I  thouf^t  he  was  here  for  actual  settlement.  My 
course  enraged  the  Sioux  City  crowd  against  me.  This  contest  between 
these  factions  was  so  fierce  for  a  time  that  I  feared  an  actual  ])hysical  combat 
The  two  factions  luially  compromised,  as  necessarily  they  nuist.  One  iti  the 
conditions  of  this  compromise  was  the  exaction  by  the  Sioux  City  crowd  tliat 
I  must  get  out,  and  keep  out,  of  public  matters.  Evidently  I  was  not  what 
they  wanted. 

MR.  waterman's  land  JUMPED. 

"A  short  time  after  this  1  was  notified  from  Sioux  City  that  my  land 
was  jumped  by  one  Charles  E.  Hedges,  and  that  H.  C.  Tiffey,  Bosler  and 
Furber  were  the  instigjitors  of  the  scheme.  This  report  was  soon  confirmed. 
It  was  not  long  before  I  was  waited  upon  l)y  thi'^  trio  nt"  t,'entlcnicu.  who  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  ini'orui  nu-  thai  thev  wouKl  let  me  have  my  land  back 
and  release  the  contest  provided  1  would  resign  the  county  offices  I  held. 
What  else  could  I  do?  To  be  sure  there  was  plenty  of  land,  but  there  were 
my  improvements.  I  did  resign  December  ii,  i860,  as  the  records  show." 
The  abstract  of  title  on  Mr.  Waterman's  laiul  also  shows  that  Charles  E. 
Hedges  was  so  connected  with  same  and  that  they  made  the  lever  strong 
enough  to  make  him  be  good. 

"I  think,"  says  Mrs.  Waterman,  emphatically,  "that  that  was  a  good 
sized  price  to  get  our  own  land  back,  that  is  the  idea  of  it."  Mr.  Waterman 
added,  with  much  emphasis  and  earnestness,  "I  have  never  I>een  in  half  the 
danger,  or  snfTered  so  much  from  the  Indians,  a>  from  the  whites."  Mr 
Waterman  added  that  they  were  all  reijcl  sympathizers  and  of  Southern 
principles,  and  that  H.  C.  TifTey  was  a  Virginian,  a  speculator  and  Southern 
gentleman.  James  Boskr,  though  from  Pennsylvania,  was  a  rebel,  as  like- 
wise was  Furber,  though  the  latter  was  from  Massachusetts.  John  R. 
I'mnphrey  was  also  from  V  irginia,  though  he  served  in  the  Union  army  for 
a  short  time.    At  one  election  during  the  war  there  were  only  two  Republican 
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\<itcs  cast  in  the  three  counties.  In  fact,  these  new  states  during  the  war 
were  dodging  places  f.  .r  many  rebels  and  copperheads. 

Mr.  Watennan  was  e.xcccthng  emphatic  "that  there  were  some  jnighty 
mean  white  nien  in  this  world."  Mr.  Waterman  further  went  on  to  say: 
"I  have  never  read  over  that  earliest  record,  but  I  am  satisfied  from  what  I 
have  heard  that  it  contains  entries  t<>  which  I  never  consented,  and  that 
funds  wore  drawn  in  my  name  by  those  fellows  that  I  never  knew  of  or 
realized  cnccj)!  to  my  proper  amount.  I  attende<i  to  my  farm,  and  H.  C. 
TifTey  did  the  ofHce  work;  I  knew  but  little  about  it.  and  was  forced  out  in 
the  same  year  in  order  to  get  my  land  hack.  The  record  says.  I  think,  'that 
Bosler  took  my  place.*  hut  he  did  not:  he  sent  his  clerk,  whose  name  was 
."^tuart.  II])  from  Sionx  Tity  to  do  the  wnrk  ami  I  tlioutjlit  for  years  that 
Stii.iri  w  .i-.  till- nfllu  i.il."'     Henry  ( ".  TitTfy  died  al  I'""rl  Dodijc  about  187!. 

Waterman  sa\s  that  the  "eighteen- tout  stjuare  court  house"  was  in 
fact  about  fourteen  by  twenty  feet  in  size.  And,  also,  that  that  court 
house  was  used  on  his  farm  for  a  year  and  six  months  and  that  one  Moses 
Lewis  also  lived  in  it  as  a  residence.  Moses  Lewis  committed  suicide  some 
years  ago  at  I'"ort  Dodge. 

Mr,  Waterman  continued:  "  They  tried  to  purchase  forty  acres  of  me 
for  a  county  seat,  but  1  had  had  all  the  ex|)erience  with  them  in  the  land 
business  I  cared  for."  I.,and  was  finally  bbught  of  H.  C.  Tiffey  and  then 
it  was  that  O'Hrien  coimty  was  bom.  The  old  log  court  house  was  then 
moved  to  old  (  VP.rien  and  later  on  used  as  a  school  hoii<c  and  residence,  and 
in  iW^>S-i.Sfx;  by  Bostwick  aiul  R.  (i.  Allen  as  a  blacksmith  siioi),  and  still 
later  by  W.  C  Green  and  Lem  C  Green  as  a  stable.  Meantime  W  atermaii 
built  the  then  new  house  (the  one  that  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1887)  for  the 
Cofer  family.  Then  all  but  Mr.  Waterman  and  family  moved  to  Old 
CHrien. 

Mrs.  Haimali  H.  W'atcrniaii  tani^lit  ilie  first  school,  with  three  scholars 
enrolled.  lUit  belore  the  fall  term  was  taught  in  18^10,  the  new  magnate, 
Cofer,  preferred  that  his  daughter  should  teach,  and  she  followed,  with  seven 
scholars. 

Right  here  the  reader  will  no  doubt  be  !  '<  i  <  I  t..  kimw  that  Hosier  was. 
once  at  least.  t!u-  loser,  as  the  fullowing  will  show  ;  "W  hile  the  log  court 
hou.^e  was  being  built,  a  work  bench  sat  in  front.  IJosler  arrived  from  Sioux 
City  on  horse  back.  He  lied  his  horse  to  the  work  bench  and,  while  Busier 
was  absent  for  a  few  minutes,  some  Indians  sneaked  up  and  stole  the  horse. 
This  was  the  last  ever  seen  of  Hosier's  four  foote<l  proi>eller 

"About  this  same  period  Jacob  Kirchnier  erected  the  first  school  house, 
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a  frame  building,  w  herein  John  R.  Pnmphrey  Brst  resided  after  he  was  mar- 
ried. In  those  days  they  had  what  they  called  'swamp  land  goods*  (see  item 
entitled  Swamp  Lands),  and  traded  warrants  for  them.  Tiflfey  bought  some 
sccond-liand  j^oods.  and  iirtscnted  every  woman  in  the  cotnity  with  a  new 
dress  Mrs.  Waterman  was  als<.>  presented  with  a  whole  bo.\  ol  ginuls  from 
Tiflfey.  All  our  trading  bciore  W.  C.  Green  opcnetl  his  store  was  done  at 
Siotix  City  and  Fort  Dodge.  We  would  send  our  boarders  to  market  for  us 
in  trips  made  ]>y  them. 

"I  (  I'Mfher  remained  in  the  county  only  twi>  year>;.  -iiid  hct'orc  he  de- 
|)artcil  txpri^'-cd  hinisdf  as  being  asliamt-d  oi"  ilu-  m.iiimT  ni  wliicli  lie 
jumped  m\  land.  I  always  ccMisidered  J-'urbcr,  at  heart,  a  good  meanmg 
man.  1  first  met  Rouse  B.  Crego  (later  county  treasurer)  at  a  camp  meet- 
ing near  Smithland.  I  coidd  never  understand  Cr^o.  He  was  part  of  the 
tinu-  a  cry  bad  man.  and  part  of  the  time  a  Methodist  preacher.  He  could 
conduct  u  good-sized  drunk  or  a  revival  meeting  with  the  same  energy. 


"The  first  actual  homestead  cnir\  that  was  maintaiiu-d  was  by  Archi- 
bald Murray.  A  man  by  the  name  ot  Zolier.  a  (.iernian,  however,  had  had 
his  warrant  on  the  land  Brst,  namely  on  the  west  half  of  the  southwest 
c]uarter  of  section  14,  township  94,  range  39.  I  .nhowed  it  to  him  and  located 
h'  I  li  lt  be  ^01.11  .i^Mit  discoura.£;ed.  folded  his  tent  and  departed.  1  then 
»I)(A\L-<1  1!  to  1).  \\  .  Inman.  and  he  (lcci<le(l  to  take  it.  I  wanted  settlers, 
but  these  ottui.ils  at  Old  O'iirien  duln'i  want  .iny."  Tiie  reader  may  iiifijje 
why.  Archibald  .Murray  hastened  to  enter  it.  I  lis  object  was  to  prevent 
Inman  from  settling.  The  evidence  appeared  from  various  sources  that  no 
settlers  were  desired  by  these  Old  O'Brien  officials.  The  Inmans  then  went 
up  into  what  is  now  Grant  t ownshij)  and  locited.  as  the  Grant  li.st  will  show. 
'Ihe^e  brothers.  Daniel  W.  Inman  and  Chester  W.  Inman  (later  county 
treasurer) .  were  the  lirsi  legitimate  settlers  in  (J  Llrien  county  after  Hanniljal 
Waterman  and  Old  Dutch  Fred,  though  Henry  F.  Smith  and  Ed  T.  Parker 
arrived  about  the  same  time,  or  in  1868.  Moses  Lewis.  H.  C.  Tiffey  and 
Archibald  Murray  each  di<l  a  little  gentleman  farmin;^  close  to  town,  or,  as 
Mrs.  Waterman  said.  ".Mrs.  Lewis  and  her  boy  done  it." 


"I  am  der  [loople-.  I  )er  rest  all  i)e  otficerN.  Ddii't  it?"  I'red  l"eld- 
i:ian,  or  Old  Dutch  I-'reil,  entered  anil  iu>nle^teaded  the  west  half  of  the  north- 
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west  quarter  of  section  34,  township  94,  range  39.  (James  H.  Scott, 
however,  got  the  United  States  patent.)  Mr.  Waterman  built  a  tene- 
ment house,  Dutch  Fred  plastered  it  and  rented  W.itcniian's  farm.  Hut 
little  is  known  of  his  hi:^tr)ry.  He  told  Mrs.  Waterman  he  had  rleserted 
from  the  (ierman  army  and  was  hving  a  secluded  life  to  escape  the  punish- 
ment of  death.  His  "frau**  would  not  follow  him  to  so  wild  a  country.  His 
quaint  expression,  "I  am  der  peoples  and  der  rest  be  de  officers,"  was  used 
sarcasticall}  !)>•  the  newer  settlers  referring  to  the  In  :u  !i  nf  looters  then  in 
»>fticc,  and  whom  each  new  voter  desired  to  root  out.  He  died  in  iH;?^  with 
the  retjuest  that  he  be  buried  by  the  side  of  his  friend,  Archibald  Murray. 
Sentimental  re(|uests  in  a  new  country  are  not  always  fulfilled.  Foot  Old 
Dutch  Fred,  who  had  lived  a  hermit  life,  far  from  wife,  home  and  father- 
land, to  esca]>e  King  W'ilh'am's  wrath,  could  not  enforce  his  rcf|ue.st.  Old 
Dutch  IVed,  who  would  shake  his  rag^fed  clothes,  and  laui,di.  "dese  he  Ixjor 
dings  nut  clothes,  but  Old  Dutch  Fredt  lie  under  here  und  his  heart  In'at 
shust  like  udder  mans."  lies  buried  in  a  lonely  {;rave  on  his  homestead  claim, 
unmarked  and  soon,  perhaps,  unknown. 

JUMPED  AGAIN. 

Mr.  Waterman  had  itre  i mpted  his  land.  He  was  entitled  to  a  home- 
stead. He  made  an  entry  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  22,  township 
95,  range  40,  Highland  township,  and  got  it  under  way.  w  lien  his  land  was 
jumped  again.  A  woman  living  on  that  section  heard  of  it  and,  taking  her 
child  in  her  anns,  walked  thirteen  miles  to  inform  him  of  what  was  going 
cm.  That  woman  was  Henrietta  Richardson,  wife  of  John  Richardson, 
later  residents  for  many  years  of  both  Primgfaar  and  Sanborn.  Mr.  Water- 
man was  too  late  and  lost  his  land,  but  remembered  with  gratitude  this  ardu- 
ous effort  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Richardson.  Tn  justice  to  Mrs. 
C  atrina  l)oi)ricka.  the  |)atentee,  it  may  \k  said  it  was  not  her  doings,  .'\gain 
Mr.  Watennan  concluded  tliat  this  is  a  wicked  world  and  that  the  whites  can 
"out-devil"  the  "Injuns." 

COMMEKT  ON  MR.  WATERMAN's  NARKATIVB. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  from  the  above  narrative  of  Mr.  Waterman  and 
from  other  items  in  this  history  that  up  to  1869  O'Brien  county  was  in  a 
complete  state  of  irresponsibility.  She  was  an  orphan  without  a  guardian, 
a  ship,  though  sound,  whose  helmsmen  and  crew  were  in  the  hold  playing 
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hnokey  with  the  cargo,  expecting;  to  let  her  float  as  best  she  might  as  soon 
as  they  had  had  their  fill.  Their  only  passenger,  Mr.  Waterman,  could  but 
look  on.  It  was  as  if  the  United  States  government  siioukl  have  organized 
the  state  of  Iowa,  witli  ninety-nine  men.  one  man  for  t-adi  county.  The 
record  list  of  the  old  homesteaders  shows  that  they  nearly  all  came  in  1S70, 
1871  and  1872.  They  l»egan  to  stop  such  doings  as  soon  as  they  could  get 
control,  and  would  have  gotten  control  sooner  had  it  not  been  for  the  grass- 
hopper scourge.  03rien  county  has  been  much  abused  for  these  doings, 
but,  as  is  seen,  there  were  none  to  say  nay  or  object.  The  main  body  of  the 
debt  was  created  the  first  inm  or  five  years.  The  looters  during  that  period 
had  the  majority.  It  can  be  seen  from  ihc  one  item  of  H.  C.  Tiffey  making 
presents  of  so  many  dresses  and  goods  dutt  the  bunch  were  nursing  thnr 
job,  and  postponing  the  fatal  day  when  their  doings  would  be  ended  by  the 
votes  of  an  exasperated  people,  as  was  later  done. 
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FIKST  BEGINNINGS. 


OSE  SI^SSIOX  OK  Tin:  l  IKST   iS(K^  It()(>l)I.K  BOARP. 

•  t  has  ot'ti-n  hciMi  asked  iiv  wliat  pnat-^-  \h<<sc  early  lutixllers  hiiilt  up 
sucli  a  debt  ol  two  hundred  and  thirty  thoasand  dollars  against  the  county. 
We  shall  not  attempt  to  niake  an  itemized  list  of  the  sundry  bills  allowed, 
as  that  would  be  too  lenfrthy;  indeed,  we  could  not.  as  without  doubt  many 

warrants  were  issued  that  were  later  sued  iiimn  that  never  were  made  of 
record.  Tliis  history  nni^t  deal  with  tacts  and  pnlicies  aii<l  imt  witli  mere 
details  '>r  (ij^ntrcs.     H<)\ve\er,  to  illustrate  iheir  tiu  tliods.  wt-  \\  ill  a  list 

of  the  hills  allowed  at  one  session  of  the  ]>oard  nf  supervisors,  namely,  the 


session  of  September  2.  1861.  which  would  he  in  the  second  year: 

Hedges     Coin|)any,  stationery  $  joo.cx) 

I.  C.  Furber,  office  rent   300.00 

J.  H.  C'ofer,  wood  furnished  oftices   50O.OO 

James  II.  Hosier,  wood  furnished  ohtces   joo.oo 

T<>hn  Tl.  (di'er.  books  furnished  offices   ^(X)  cx) 

Henry  C.   1  itTcy,  transcribing  records    300.00 

1.  C.  Furber,  digging  well  for  county   150.00 

Henry  C.  Tiffey.  making  out  tax  list   I5aoo 

john  S.  Jeiikins,  making  map  of  county   200.00 

C   IC.   1  ledges.  1  r:iTisrril)in^'  records   300.00 

J.  A.  Ciilbcrl.  superintending  swamp  lands  ,   500.00 

Henry  C.  Tiflfey.  office  rent   300.00 

Archibald  Murray,  office  rent   300.00 

Henry  C.  Tiflfey,  salary   500.00 

I.  C.  Furber.  salary   500.00 

John  S.  Jenkins,  surveyin;^  roads   "oo.oo 

John  H.  Cofer,  salary    50.00 

James  W.  Bosler,  making  out  delin<|uent  tax  list   250.00 

Archibald  Murray,  building  county  building  .  2.000.00 

Henry       riiTey.  for  foity  acres  of  land   2.000.00 

John  H.  Jenkins,  building  bridges   8,000.00 


Total   Si 7.500.00 
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Several  curious  facts  may  be  observed  in  connection  with  the  above 
bills.    The  county  was  then  nineteen  months  old  only,  and  with  practically 
no  revenue  in  actual  cash.    Even  in  this  year  191 4,  after  fifty -one  years  and 
final  prosperity,  and  with  seventeen  thousand  people,  at  no  session  of  our 
board  will  there  be  allowed  bills  in  such  aggr^ate.   Another  curious  thnig 
is  the  fact  that  these  bills  are  practically  for  even  hundreds  of  dollars.  Here 
are  twenty-one  lari^e  bills,  which,  in  the  ordinary  cmirse  of  business,  for 
items  such  as  dii^t^iny;  a  well,  transrrihinj,'  records,  surveyinj^  roads,  station- 
ery, etc.,  there  wtiuld  ordinarily  be  odd  cents.    Every  one  of  ihcm  rounils 
up  with  even  dollars  and  most  of  them  with  even  hundreds.   Another  inter- 
esting item  is  the  bill  of  Archibald  Murray  for  two  thousand  dollars  for  a 
county  building,  which  is  none  other  than  the  colossal  old  |,>g  court  house, 
and  still,  with  a  two  thousand  dollar  allowance  for  a  huildinij  sjx>t.  many 
diarges  of  hundreds  of  dollars  are  allowed  for  othce  rent.    W  hen  ive  add  to 
this  also  the  fact  that  the  whole  written  record  of  all  that  the  bca^d  did  in 
creating  the  whole  debt,  together  with  all  other  business,  was  written  on 
twenty-four  sheets  of  foolscap  paper,  not  even  hound,  this  ofhce  rent  falls  a 
joke  with  the  rest.    Then  observe  that  J.  A.  Ciill)erf  is  allowed  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  for  ^iip.  riiiuiulinj^  swamp  lands,  and  then  the  fact  that  in  still 
another  meetuig  oi  the  bitard  they  allowed  the  blessed  james  W.  Bosler  a 
special  fee  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  securing  to  the  county  these  same 
swamp  lands,  and  then  the  fact  there  never  were  but  two  hundred  and  forty 
acre.^  of  swamp  land  in  fact  in  the  cotmty,  and  then  the  final  act  of  this  l)oard 
to  make  a  contract  with  this  same  P>oslcr  to  i)uil(l  a  hridtje  which,  of  record, 
they  valued  at  Bve  hundred  dollars,  and  for  the  same  deeded  to  him  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  what  the  bunch  concluded  were  or  might  be  swamp  lands, 
and  which  he  sold  all  over  the  East  for  good  title  lands,  it  is  plain  th^  were 
atttin^  ail  I    1  11;,^  things  up  with  both  edges  of  the  knife.    We  may  per- 
haps also  add  a  smile  at  the  fell  ^woop  in  a  one-line  bill,  with  no  intetniza- 
tion,  of  eight  thousand  dollars  for  bridges,  to  John  S.  Jenkins.    The  name 
of  this  same  John  S.  Jenkins  appears  in  hundreds  of  places  in  the  deeding 
of  these  fifty  thousand  acres  of  so-called  swamp  lands,  as  they  were  handed 
down  and  divided  up  into  parcels  among  the  bunch,  as  the  deed  records  show. 
Thru  also  add  the  little  item  of  even  two  hundred  dollars  to  this  same  John 
i?.  Jenkins  fur  making  a  map  of  the  coimty,  which  was  none  other  than  the 
map  made  by  these  gentry  to  show  purchasers  the  people  they  were  deluding 
at  the  other  end  of  the  line  also.   However,  itemization  would  have  been  of 
no  avail,  as  the  list  on  its  face  shows  it  to  be  a  straight-out  steal  anyway. 
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A&  none  of  the  bridges  were  ever  heard  of  afterward,  it  all  seems  humorous, 
when  not  serious.  But  all  this  is  but  a  specimen  of  what  scores  of  counties 

in  thr.sc  early  times  li;ul  to  enMiirc.  only  O'Brien  connfy  catiijht  more  than  its 
share.  They  lalx)re(l  at  niore  than  one  session  with  this  precious  swamp 
land.  Even  back  of  this  board  meeting  on  October  30.  i860,  is  this  dainty 
and  humorous  solemn  entry  by  the  court  relating  to  these  same  swamp  lands : 

"Office  of  County  Judge. 
"October  30,  i860. 

"  I  he  court  h.is  ih\>  ila\  awarded  a  contract  to  Lewis  McCoy  for  select- 

ini,'  the  swamp  lamls  ..t  O'Mricn  county  and  properly  returning  same,  which 
work  is  to  l>c  piTtornicHl  duniij^  the  year  1861.  for  which  he  shall  receive 
tile  sum  ut  two  thousand  dollars,  and,  Ix'ing  satisfied  that  the  said  McCoy 
will  perform  said  work,  said  amount  is  hereby  ordered  issued. 

"I.  C.  FUkBER, 

"Oninty  Judge." 

Many  other  sums  were  allowetl  at  different  times,  with  this  same  clause 
in  it.  namely.  "lieini;  satisfied  that  said  work  will  he  done,  the  warrant  is 
ordered  issued."  It  seems  almost  a  wonder  that  they  should  have  even 
gone  to  the  trouble  of  .such  formalities. 

EQUAL  DIVISION  OF  THE  SP0II.S. 

W  e  will  give  one  other  example  of  a  curious  bunch  of  six  bills  allowed 
at  a  session  three  years  later,  May  11,  1864.  It  would  seem,  as  near  as 
may  be  determined,  the  sum  of  about  three  thousand  dollars  had  been  cfA- 
lected  in  the  treasury  on  taxes,  and  it  needed  to  be  divided  up.  At  all  events 


the  following  bills  were  allowed: 

J.  L.  McFarland,  salary  county  judge  $  50a 00 

l)a\i(l  Carroll,  recorder    50O.OO 

Jlcnry  C.  Tidey.  treasurer    500.00 

James  VV.  Busier,  attorney  fees   500.00 

Archibald  Murray,  old  account  against  the  county   500.00 

William  Payne,  old  accmmt  against  the  count}'   500.00 


Total  $,^.o«j«).oo 


W'c  r.'il!  attrtition  to  tlu-  fact  of  the  (li\ision  on  vari(»us  items  heinjj  not 
only  even  hunilrtnls  of  dollars,  but  each  bill  exactly  the  same.    They  were 
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each  c;irr\  int,'  tnit  tlie  Cioklcn  Rule,  "to  do  unto  others  as  they  do  to  you, 
at  least  sfinaring  up  with  each  other. 


THEY  EVEN  SCALFKD  THE  SCHJ>IBR'S  BOUNTY  MONEY. 


One  other  oddity  in  scalping  was  carried  out  at  the  session  of  the  board 
January  2.  1865.  Tt  was  during  the  dark  period  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Abraham  Lincohi  had  issued  sundry  calls  for  volunteers  and  bounties  for 
eiilistuieiit  had  Ihcii  offered  over  the  country  l)y  indivi(hials.  towns,  counties 
and  states.  It  is  all  l)Ut  humorous  to  see  liiis  huiuh  ot  sjentlenien,  mostly 
from  the  South,  <luring  the  war  itself,  refraining  from  fighting  on  their 
oxm  side,  and  keeping^  very  quiet  tip  among  the  jungles  of  a  wild  prairie 
country  in  a  treeless  Xorthwest.  cxhihiting  such  patriotism  by  generously 
a-kini,'  the  lioani  (  wliieli  \va^  theinsi  h cs)  to  vote  a  hounty  as  a  coninienda!)le 
(hitv  to  ilicir  countrs.  Tlie  Ixiard  maunanimouslv  voted  the  sum  of  seven- 
teen  tliousand  five  hundred  dollars  bounty. 

Then  the  board  proceeded  to  sdemnly  and  humorously  engage  a  local 
party  as  financial  agent  to  sell  these  bonds.  He  sold  them,  as  per  his  report, 
for  twenty  cents  on  the  dollar,  which  report  i.s  dated  and  filed  October  17, 
1865.  several  months  after  the  war  was  over,  in  fact:  hut  perhajis  news  was 
slow  in  tiiosc  days.  W'c  can  give  thenj  the  benefit  of  that  doubt  and  procei-tl 
with  the  further  humors  of  this  deal.  This  produced,  as  we  can  figure, 
thirty^ve  hundred  dollars.  Then  they  divided  this  patriotic  pot  into  three 
equal  parts,  thus: 

.\rchibald  Murray  $1,166.66 

William  Payne  1.1 66.67 


'I'he  record  recites  that  this  i>otuUy  was  paid  llieni,  they  being  credited 
to  O'Brien  county  as  soldiers.  Mr.  Scfaee's  Army  Record  fails  to  enumerate 
them.   But  the  more  humorous  thing  was  that  these  same  worthies  were  all 

drawing  all  <'>r[<  '>f  hig  salaries  as  county  ofikia'-  a:  -lie  same  time.  It 
will  'ii-  ol)-erviil  ni  this  instance,  however,  they  <li(l  noi  <li\i(le  on  even  hun- 
ched-- inn  exart  cents,  but  they  they  weri-  dealiiijj  with  each  other  now. 
The  "div  vy"  must  be  fair.  It  was  all  simply  a  series  of  schemes  of  diverting 
the  several  issues  of  warrants  into  the  pockets  of  this  bunch  of  looters. 
However,  they  were  evidently  looking  out  for  one  possibility,  that  in  event 


I.  C.  Furber 


1,166.67 


Total 


$3,500.00 
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they  were  sued  they  might  have  some  semblance  of  an  excuse  of  a  considera- 
tion, and  a  soldier's  bount\  had  an  a|)))ealing  sentiment. 

Still  a  further  humor  liad  to  Ik-  added,  in  that  the  O'Rricn  county  Ixiard, 
at  a  later  session,  awarded  the  neat  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for 
very  valuable  services  as  financial  agent  in  selling  these  soldier  iwunty  injuds 
of  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  doUars  at  twenty  cents  on  the  dolkur, 
that  they,  the  patriots  of  O'Brien  county,  might  divide  it  up  among  them- 
selves. 

As  a  sort  of  finis  addendum,  the  hoard  allow etl  C".  C.  Smeltzer.  an  attor- 
ney from  I'ort  Dodge,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars'  for  services  to  the 
county  as  legal  advisor  during  the  year  i860,  which,  be  it  observed,  was  the 
first  year  of  the  county.  We  may  well  stretch  our  imaginations  to  conceive 
what  on  eartli  they  needed  with  threi'  iliousand  dollars  in  legal  advice,  w^hen 
all  they  needed  was  a  warrant  l>ook  and  a  bottle  of  ink.  except  that  they  were 
divi«ling  things  up  among  them  aUiut  even.  These  items  will  i>erhaps  be 
sufficient  to  explain  the  general  plans  of  these  schemers.  These  schemes 
took  on  varying  phases  of  both  the  serious  and  humorous. 

FIBST  THINGS  DONE. 

Hannibal  House  Waterman  was  the  first  white  man  in  the  county. 

His  wife.  Hannah  H.  Waterman,  was  the  first  white  woman. 

Their  daughter,  Anna  Waterman,  was  the  first  white  child  bom,  May 

30.  1857. 

Old  lather  James  Bicknell  preached  the  first  sermon  in  1857. 
Rev.  Seymour  Snyder  was  the  first  regular  preacher  in  i962. 
Old  O'Brien  was  the  first  town. 
O'Rricn  was  the  name  of  the  first  township. 
Mrwev  Lewis  was  the  first  postmaster. 
•Mrs.  Hannah  Waterman  taught  the  first  school  in  i8Cx3. 
A  daughter  of  John  H.  Cofer  taught  the  second  school. 
B.  1'.  McCormack  was  the  first  Sunday  school  superintendent. 
Archibald  Murray  filed  the  first  homestead  entry. 
Daniel  W.  Inman  and  Chester  W.  Inman  filed  the  next  following  home- 
steads. 

John  K.  Pumphrey  was  tiie  rir.st  banker. 

William  Qark  Green  was  the  first  merchant. 

AI  Bostwidc  and  R.  G.  Allen  were  the  first  bladcsmiths. 

Rouse  B.  Crego  ran  the  first  hotel. 
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Mrs.  Koiua  W.  \\  <mx1.«.  cstaljlii>ljcd  the  lirsl  circulating  library. 

Judge  A.  H.  Htdibard  hdd  die  first  term  of  court. 

Adam  Towberman  was  foreman  of  the  first  grand  jury. 

The  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  M-as  the  first  railroad. 

Sheldon  was  tiie  first  railfoad  town. 

Sheldon  was  the  first  incorporated  town. 

A.  J.  Brock  was  the  first  mayor  in  the  county. 

The  O'Brien  Pioneer  was  the  first  newspaper  published  in  the  county. 

R.  F.  McConnack  was  the  first  editor. 

Luther      Head  was  the  first  physician. 

The  brothers.  Benjamin  and  Charles  Epperson,  the  first  African  home- 
steaders. 

THE  FIRST  RECOiO)  ENTRIES. 

Thf  first  records  are  e\cee(linf,^l\  meaiijer  and  1)ricl.  It  is  almost  ini- 
iw>sil)le  to  di-terniinc  witii  ccrtaiiit}  the  iH-^inniufjs  and  endings  of  terms  of 
officials.  In  many  cases  the  first  record  that  a  certain  official  has  been  in 
office  is  not  of  his  election,  but  of  some  duty  performed.  The  rest  must  be 
supplied  from  memories.  We  will  give  first  the  leading  record  entries,  in  most 
cases  the  identical  words  of  the  record.  The  record  of  organization  has 
already  been  given : 

October  jo,  i80o,  J.  \V.  Bosler  took  the  contract  to  build  court  house 
for  recorder  amd  treasurer  (and  the  odd  provision)  "not  to  be  over  eighteen 
feet  square." 

A  temporary  office  was  built  for  Archibald  Murray,  county  judge,  and 
his  bill  allowed  for  same.    This  was  the  old  log  court  house. 

November  5.  i8()o,  the  first  county  safe  was  purchased  of  Bosler  & 
Hedges  for  treasurer's  office. 

H.  C.  Tiffey  built  an  office  in  November,  i860,  for  the  district  clerk  in 
connection  with  the  office  built  1>}  A  Murray  for  recorder  and  treasurer. 

On  Dea*niber  11,  i860,  H.  H.  Waterman  resigned  as  treasurer  and 
recorder. 

John  H.  Loier  was  the  first  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 

James  W.  Bosler  followed  Waterman  as  treasurer  and  recorder. 

On  January  i.  1861,  Amos  S.  Collins  assessed  the  whole  of  Waterman 

township,  being  then  all  the  contitv,  and  was  the  first  assessor. 

On  January  i,  1861,  H.  C.  Tiffey  s  bond  as  clerk  of  the  board  was  ap- 
proved. 
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On  June  3,  1861.  the  first  le\7  was  made  to  build  the  first  school  house 

m  the  cnititv 

III  Sci)tcnil)cr.  i.Sfio.  John  S.  Jenkins  made  a  inap  of  the  county,  he 
l)tinji  the  first  sur\cyur. 

The  records  show  that  James  W.  Bosler  was  the  first  attorney  in  the 
coimty.  The  county  was  detached  from  W  cxxlbury,  and  C.  E.  Hedges  made 
co]nes  of  the  Woodbun*  records,  or  so  much  thereof  as  pertained  to  O'Brien 
county. 

Archiiald  Murray  built  lnUh  tlie  old  log  court  house  and  the  "'not  over 
eighteen  foot  square"  court  house. 

The  first  tax  list  was  published  by  Zebeck  &  Frieney. 

John  11.  Cofer  was  made  chairman  of  the  board  of  sui>ervisors  for 
1862.  an«l  also  was  county  judj^e  for  tlu-  term  commencing,'  Tamiary  i,  iS'u. 

On  June  1,  1862,  John  S.  Jenkins  resigned  as  county  superintendent 
and  George  Hoifman  was  appointed. 

On  June  1.  1862,  James  R.  M.  Cofer  was  appointed  treasurer  and  re- 
corder. 

On  JniU'  I.  iS''ij.  (Icor-^'o  Ilnft'inau  \va<  a]>])i )intt'<l  -iHTilT  in  |)lace  of  A. 
Murray,     i  hen-  i--  no  record  ni  liou  or  when  Mimas  141  n  iniu  tlic  olVux". 

(Jn  January  1,  18O3,  Mo.ses  Lewis  and  Daniel  Clark  were  sworn  in  as 
supervisors  and  H,  C.  TifFey  as  district  derk. 

On  March  2,  1863,  James  R.  M.  Cofer  resigned  as  treasurer  and  re- 
corder and  David  rarmll  wa-  a])])ointe(I. 

On  March  -'.  il^'t.^,  John  H,  Cofer  resigned  as  judge  and  John  L.  .\lc- 
I-'arland  was  apijoinied. 

In  March.  1864,  H.  C.  Tiffey  was  clerk  of  the  board  of  super^'isors. 

On  Jime  2,  1864,  David  Carroll  resigned  as  treasurer  and  recorder  and 
John  L.  McFarland  was  appointed. 

On  Siptt  tnlu-r  5.  Mom-s  Lewis  (hiij  a  well  tor  the  conrt  house. 

On  September  2,  1861,  the  count)  bouj;ht  tlic  sonlliwesl  (piarter  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  36,  in  township  94.  ranji^e  39  (0\d  O'Brien), 
for  county  purposes. 

On  Mardi  ji),  iSfn,  Judge  A.  W.  Hubbard  apiKjinted  Samuel  Park- 
hurst,  of  Cherokee  county,  I-ldward  Snielt/er.  of  Clay  county,  and  James 
Gleason.  of  !>uena  \  ista  county,  coniinissioners  to  liaate  the  countv  scat  of 
O'Brien  county,  and  on  August  18*11,  the  lirst  two  commissioners  did  so 
locate  same  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  36, 
tow  nship  94  north,  of  range  39,  being  Old  O'Brien  town,  bought  of  H.  C. 
Tiflfey. 
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HISTORY  OF  ABOVE  OLD  RECORDS. 

ihe  above  entries,  with  others  of  lesser  importance,  were  kept  by  H.  C. 
Tiffey  in  his  neat  handwriting  on  about  twenty-four  pages  of  large  foolscap 
paper,  clinched  together  with  fasteners,  but  unbound. 

Tin's  on'sinal  doi-titm-tit  was  l)r<ni!s;hl  up  lo  Priinghar  in  a  Im>x  oi"  refuse 
papers  found  in  the  ortice  i)l  the  clerk  of  records.  It  was  finally  duj;  out  in' 
Warren  W  alker  and  Judge  A.  11.  \\  illits.  who  was  then  clerk  oi  cuuris,  and 
discovered  to  be  the  original  record  of  organization  and  was  retained  by  him 
until  1880.  when  it  was  decided  that  the  auditor's  office  was  the  proper  place 
for  it.  Acconliti[;l\ .  [.  L.  E.  Peck,  then  auditor  of  the  county,  fastened  it 
with  fasteners  in  tlie  trout  i)art  of  .Supervisors"  Record  .\o.  r.  Still  later  the 
same  auditor  recorded  the  same  in  full  in  Sui)ervisors'  Record  Xo.  3  by 
resolution  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  that  it  might  be  preserved  without 
question,  and  certified  to  its  genuineness. 

The  following  are  sotne  of  the  additional  record  entries  up  to  1869  and 
1.S70.  when  the  first  real  settlements  were  made,  and  the  time  when,  in  jus- 
tice, the  county  first  deserved  to  Ije  organized: 

On  January  2,  1865,  Moses  Lewis  was  made  chairman.  .\.  Murray  was 
sworn  in  as  treasurer  and  recorder,  Moses  Lewis  as  county  judge  and  H.  C. 
Tiffej-  as  district  clerk. 

In  tlie  latter  part  of  the  record  shows  that  John  Moore  was  conntv 
judge  and  on  January  i.  1S66.  he  resigned  that  otVice  and  became  district 
clerk  in  place  of  11.  C.  Tiffey,  who  resigned  that  ilay. 

On  September  2,  1867,  K.  B.  Crego  was  appointed  supervisor. 

In  1867  Moses  Lewis  was  chairman  and  D.  W.  Inman  and  R.  B.  Crego 
members. 

On  June  iXdS.  I).  \\  .  Ininan  was  chairman  aud  R,  U.  Crego  a  mem- 
\Kr.  During  this  lime  C  haunccy  Chcsley  was  sheriff;  A.  Murray,  county 
judge;  Giester  W.  Inman,  treasurer,  an>l  j ohn  Moore,  clerk  of  the  courts. 

On  November  28.  1868.  the  coimty  offices  were  repaired  for  school  in 
that  winter.  This  same  month  John  Moore  resigned  as  district  clerk  and  A. 
Murray  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  January  l,  1869,  D.  \\  .  Inman  was  chairman  and  R.  1>.  (  rego  and 
William  H.  Baker  members.  On  March  13,  1869,  Jo.seph  S.  Stratton  was 
appointed  district  clerk.  On  September  6,  1869,  the  court  house  was  or- 
dered to  l)c  mo\  ed  to  the  center  of  the  court  house  stpiare.  On  September 
24.  isr*g.  I)  W.  Inman  resigned  as  chairman  and  William  H.  Baker  was 
elected  in  his  place. 
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On  January  i,  1870,  the  new  officers  qualified:  John  W.  Kelly,  chair- 
inan>  and  H.  H.  Waterman  and  Obediah  Highee,  members;  Samuel  Hub- 
bard, sheriff;  R.  B.  Crego.  treasurer,  and  John  R.  Puniphrey.  deputy  treas- 
urer: Ardiihald  Murray,  as  county  auditor,  and  |.  1"  Scholu-ld.  as  surveyor. 
It  will  he  oliscrved  that  at  thi>  date,  under  the  then  new  law.  tlie  ottice  of 
county  auditor  was  created  and  siiuie  of  the  duties  exercised  by  the  ct)unty 
judge  passed  to  the  district  court  and  the  ctStt  of  county  judge  abolished 

On  January  25,  1870,  John  H.  Sdiofield  resigned  as  cotmty  superin- 
tendent and  Stephen  Harris  was  apfKtinted. 

In  1870  a  new  court  house  was  built  by  J.  G.  Parker  and  on  July  20, 
1870,  it  was  accepted. 

A  ferry  boat  was  ordered  built  March  22,  1870.  to  cross  the  Little 
Sioux,  under  county  supervision,  near  H.  H.  Waterman's  residence. 

On  October  24,  1870,  Samuel  B.  Hurlburt  resigned  as  sheriff,  and 
Georije  McOmber  was  apixiinted.  On  January  1,  1871,  B.  V.  McCorniack 
was  chairman  and  C.  W.  Inman  and  T.  J.  Fields,  members:  McAllen  dreen, 
recorder:  Stephen  Harris,  clerk  of  courts,  and  John  R.  Pumphrey,  deputy. 

On  February  25,  1871.  the  treasurer's  office  was  declareid  vacant,  and 
the  sheriff  ordered  to  take  possession  of  the  oRke.  John  R.  Pumphrey  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  A  suit  was  ordered  against  Rouse  B.  Crego. 
treasurer,  in  May  term,  1871.  and  bond  of  Pumphrey  accepted  February 
27th,  and  the  otifice  delivered  over  to  him  on  that  day.  On  March  14,  1871, 
R.  B.  Crego  was  ordered  to  appear  before  the  board  to  make  settlement 

THE  OLD  COUNTY  DEBT. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  old  county  debt.  Indeed  the  question 
loomed  up  in  the  very  manner  of  the  cotmty's  organization.  The  mere  state- 
ment that  it  was  organized  with  seven  votes  carried  with  it  a  sinister  motive. 

Inasmuch  as  this  matter  troubled  our  jiet^ple  seriously  for  forty  years,  we 
cannot  drop  the  sui)jcct  witliout  detailing  how  t)ur  people  disposed  of  its 
various  vexed  questions.  Let  us  keep  in  mind  the  fact,  however,  that  in  the 
end  O'Brien  county  paid  it  out  in  full.  They  left  no  questions  of  credit  on 
the  county. 

But  O'Brien  county  has  not  been  alone  in  having  dark  s|)ots  in  her 
earlier  ])eriods.  She  now  has  her  prosperities,  hut  has  passed  through  her 
adversities.  In  this,  our  prosperous  [leriod,  when  wc  need  a  pubhc  building, 
we  find  surplus  funds  ample  to  build  it  without  even  an  issue  of  bonds  or 
special  levy  being  necessary.    As  for  instance,  in  this  year  of  1913  the 
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county  is  building  a  Iinnic-  tor  the  ]>(>or  and  unfortunate,  costinjj  twciitx -fn  e 
thousand  dollars,  with  the  tiiU  amount  on  hand  ni  the  treasury,  without  even 
a  levy  necessary.  When  we  see  this  done  so  easily,  we.  in  looking  backward, 
may  wonder  how  such  a  debt  was  created.  But  as  portions  of  that  debt  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  were  even  handed  down  to  as  late 
as  the  year  1908.  wlicn  the  last  bond  was  paid,  atid  as  the  people  passed 
through  many  pluses  oi  argiunent  during  all  these  years,  we  will  give  the 
matter  notice.  Our  debt  was  often  exaggerated  to  several  times  the  above 
amount  But  when  we  realize  that  this  large  debt  from  i860  to  1881  bore 
ten  per  cent.,  and  that  from  1881  to  1886  it  bore  seven  per  cent,,  and  that 
from  1886  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  >-till  later  only  four  and  one-half 
l)er  cent.,  the  county  deserves  no  extended  slams  and  need  ask  f»)r  no  pity, 
for  such  was  its  vitality,  even  in  those  years,  to  so  soon  rally  as  to  rccoiu- 
mend  itself  to  eastern  financiers  at  four  and  one>half  per  cent,  which  proves 
the  rocklx)ttom  valtie  of  the  county.  It  was  almost  as  good  as  a  national 
Ijond.  The  county  paid  thirty  thousand  dollars  on  it  in  1880  and  about  ten 
thousand  dollars  atul  more  at  time*;  each  year  thereafter. 

Macaulay.  the  historian,  claimed  and  proved  tliai  the  public  debt  o£ 
England  was  a  public  blessmg.  In  one  sense  this  has  been  probably  true  in 
O'Brien  county.  It  has  caused  a  vigilance  and  watchfulness  on  the  part  of 
public  oflicials  as  to  expenses  and  kept  the  need  of  economy  prominently  be- 
fore the  |>eople.  We  have  already  made  note  of  se\  eral  causes.  The  county 
was  organized  before  it  had  self  government.  It  was  born  too  soon.  Its 
general  elections  in  1861  and  1862  only  had  seventeen  and  nineteen  votes. 
A  set  of  men  from  abroad,  who  did  not  in  fact  become  its  permanent  citizens 
and  had  no  such  intentions,  did  the  organizing.  The  real  citizens,  so  few  m 
number,  were  busy  opening  up  their  farms  and  were  outvoted. 


It  was  not  merely  the  money  debt  to  he  paid  that  this  Bo,<ler-Cofer 
organization  handed  down  to  our  people.  It  handed  down  its  attendant 
dregs.  The  fact  that  for  nineteen  years,  from  i860  to  1879,  county  war- 
rants sold  on  the  market,  both  inside  the  county  as  welt  as  to  the  speculator, 
at  twenty^five  to  forty  cents  on  the  dollar,  caused  bad  results  in  many  ways. 
Of  necessity  it  could  not  be  healthy  that  its  citizenship  for  so  long  s])eculatcd 
oflF  of  itself,  so  to  speak.  Discounting  fts  own  revenues  matle  a  bad  atmos- 
phere. It  could  not  be  gotten  rid  of  at  once.  Its  citizens  could  not  get  away 
from  its  conditions.   These  bad  situations  reached  not  only  into  county 
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matters,  but  to  its  townships  and  school  districts,  and  entered  into  individual 
business  disasters.  They  all  got  likewise  in  debt  and  tangled  and  inter- 
twined in  many  ways.    Defalcations  were  numerous  both  in  county  and 

townshijK.  a-^  well       school  treasurers. 

One  actual  occiirremc  will  he  cited  as  a  sample.  One  schuHil  treasurer 
became  short  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  dollars.  It  is  one  of  the 
duties  of  that  office  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  county  superintendent, 
and  that  ofiicial  a  like  report  of  the  whole  county  school  finances  to  the  state 
authorities.  The  school  treasurer's  report  plainly  showed  a  shortage.  The 
rept>rt  was  reterred  hack.  The  school  treasurer  couUl  not  make  it  ^'»>(\. 
The  bondsmen  did  not  want  to  make  it  up.  They  were  called  in.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  examine  same.  I1iis  committee  was  friendly  to 
tlie  bondsmen.  This  committee  finally  hit  on  the  scheme  of  making  a  report, 
and  fjivini;  the  school  treasurer  credit  for  the  sum  short  hy  this  simple 
entry.  "By  error,  S1.102."  \s  ativ  one  can  see,  that  did  not  put  up  the 
money.  It  went  through,  however,  but  that  schcml  treasurer  is  still  short 
that  amount  of  money.  *'By  error*'  would  not  make  good,  when  there  was 
no  error.  He  had  simply  spent  the  money.  A  member  of  that  committee 
in  later  years  was  asked  in  presence  nf  tlu  writer  how  under  the  sun  he 
could  e.'er  make  that  report.  He  replied  that  they  had  to  make  it  "add  up,'' 
and  the  iKindsmen  couldn't  atTord  to  jiay  it.  This  is  cited  to  slmw  the  then 
environments.  Both  county,  township  anti  sclux>l  affairs  were  chaotic,  no 
real  settlements,  and  the  records  indefinite  and  all  too  brief.  We  have 
shown  that  the  whole  record  before  the  board  of  supervisors  from  i860  to 
1865  was,  in  fact,  kept  on  twenty-four  pages  of  foolscap  paper,  and  yet  so 
much  had  work  w  as  »1one. 

For  many  of  those  years  Clark  (ireen's  store  was  the  only  .store  in  the 
county,  and  Pumphrey's  the  only  bank.  The  pitiful  appeals  of  the  "grass- 
hoppered"  homesteaders  for  credit  and  groceries  and  clothing  became  too 
strong.  It  took  thousands  of  dollars  to  carry  such  a  situation.  (  '  rk  f  ireen 
was  too  honest  and  Ux)  generous  and  had  too  much  heart  to  with^li^n<l  ^nch 
apjK'rds.  He.  in  fact,  dished  out  his  groceries  and  merchandise  right  and 
left.  These  matters  all  connected  themselves  too  closely  with  the  public 
funds,  the  store.  Pumphrey's  bank  and  the  county  funds.  Both  Pumphrey's 
bank,  the  store  and  the  count v  officials  were  all  pressed  to  the  lintit  for  loans 
and  favors  ("lark  (irecn  atid  his  store  hroke  up  in  1S79  and  he  made  an 
assignment  fur  the  benefit  uf  ins  creditor--  He  and  John  R.  Pmnphrev  had 
for  years  been  in  partnership.  I'"our  years  later  John  R.  Pumphrey  himself, 
with  his  store  there,  went  to  the  wall  at  Sanborn.  The  writer  once  heard  a 
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sulijitaiuial  fanner  from  Grant  township  get  it  off  in  the  court  house  thus; 
"These  public  funds  are  curious  things.  Part  of  the  time  John  Pumphrey 
has  them,  part  of  the  time  B.  F.  McCormack  has  them,  part  of  the  time  the 
store  has  them,  and  part  ui  the  time  they  are  in  the  county  treasury." 

In  tact,  jiihn  T'luuplmx "s  hank,  the  only  one  in  the  county  up  to  1874, 
was  nothing  more  than  a  clcaruig  house  for  the  .sijcculations  on  county  war- 
rants and  bmids  and  school  warrants.  There  was  no  well  defined  code  of 
honor  between  public  funds  and  private  ownership.  Its  citizenship  became 
too  much  imbued  with  the  idea  that  tliey  were  all  entitled  to  a  share.  There 
was  Tio  hank  cajntal.  The  public  fnufK  simply  were  moxed  thrnuj^h  the 
bank.  The  funds  \\ere  loaned  ti>  individuals  and  a  profit  made.  The  com- 
mon pasturage  idea  engrafte<i  onto  things  by  the  Bosler-Cofer  outJit  did  not 
scon  lose  its  force.  Indeed,  the  further  fact  existed  that  at  no  time  in  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Puniphrey's  banking  career,  from  1869  to  1881,  could  he  ever 
have  made  fully  good  the  public  funds.  It  prnhably  was  not  wholly  his 
fauh.  The  Boslers  and  C'nfers  were  doing  the  dict.-.tion  work.  He  followed 
suit.  In  fact,  there  was  never  a  time  when  he  was  worth  a  single  net  dollar 
and  in  later  years  could  not  have  paid  to  exceed  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  had 
it  all  been  called  at  any  one  time.  Each  new  lot  of  money  coming  into  the 
treasury  simply  lillcd  the  place  of  that  which  had  just  l)ecn  paid  out.  Xo 
wonder  public  ofHcials  had  their  troubles.  The  verv  bank  itself  tlir<)Ut,di 
which  the  public  funds  were  moving  was  in  an  utterly  chaotic  condition. 
When  once  tluis  reduced  in  credit,  the  county  warrants  to  twenty-five  cents 
on  the  dollar,  even  good  first-class  financial  management  would  have  had  a 
hard  struggle,  as  it  in  fact  did  even  as  late  as  1879,  when  the  county  and  its 
board  of  supervisors  succeeded  in  placing  the  county  on  a  c;i>h  basis,  as 
will  be  shown  elsewhere.  Thus,  for  exani])lc,  tu  buy  legitimately  a  rccurd 
book,  needed  as  a  necessity  for  the  county  and  worth  but  ten  dollars,  re- 
quired a  county  warrant  to  be  issued  for  forty  dolhirs.  Speculation  in  war- 
rants became  much  of  a  business,  very  much  so  by  capitalists  from  Des 
Moines  and  Siou.x  City  and  other  places  in  the  Fast,  who  saw  the  final  good 
(jualities  of  the  cuuuty  and  that  it  ultimately  would  cash  out,  just  as  the 
county  lias  in  fact  been  doing  and  have  now  finished  up  since  1879.  ,Evcn 
the  later  Intimate  citiaviis  were  almost  compelled  to  participate  in  the  hand- 
ling and  speculation  on  these  warrants  and  indebtedness.  While  at  the  pres- 
ent stage  of  the  county's  prosperity  this  would  not  be  justifiable,  yet  in  these 
year*:  it  could  not  be  escaped  from.  These  speculators  of  necessity  had  to 
allow  real  citizens  to  hold  the  otlices,  but  it  took  a  long  time  to  get  the  con- 
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trol  or  majority.  Ihesc  honest  citizens  could  not  in  the  Hrsl  years  have 
retrieved  the  situation  and  those  sharpers  held  on  as  long  as  they  could. 

During  the  excited  disaissions  of  the  years  from  1875  to  1881  over 
these  debt  questions,  much  censure  has  been  heaped  upon  the  heads  of  many 
real  citizens  and  sundry  of  the  officers  who  assumed  the  (hities  of  otTicials. 
^^ore  or  less  was  deserved,  yet  the  im])artial  critic  must  niitiL,'ate  to  (|nitc  aii 
extent  these  censures  on  many  of  those  ofhcials.  The  real  citizens  and  offi- 
dab  made  but  a  small  part  of  the  money.  The  big  money  was  fleeced  out  in 
the  first  five  years,  during  the  Bosler-Cofer  ascendency.  Much  of  the  big 
speculation  was  made  by  such  ])eople  as  Weare  &  Allison,  of  Sioux  City; 
Polk  &  flnlilK'Il,  of  IVs  Moines,  and  a  Mr.  Miller,  of  Ann  Arlior,  Michigan. 
The  writer  saw  this  man  Miller  several  times  when  he  was  here  in  his  eflforts 
to  clinch  the  bonds  and  judgments  he  held.  He  was  a  small-sized  man.  a  de- 
termined fighter  and  business  all  over.  He  had  laid  out  forty  acres  right  in 
the  heart  of  Ann  Arbor  and  would  never  let  it  be  lotted  up,  but  held  it  as  a 
fine  residence  property.  He  made  much  of  this  money  out  of  the  sundry 
new  counties  in  this  section  of  country. 

PESTIFEROUS  JOHN  5.  JENKINS. 

It  is  hard  to  distinguish  among  the  early  angels  l>etween  James  \V. 
Hosier,  John  H.  Cofer.  Henry  C.  Tiflfey.  Charles  C.  Smcltzer.  1.  C.  I'urber, 
Ardiibald  Murray  or  John  S.  Jenkins.  The  latter  first  surveyed  the  roads, 
at  least  on  paper,  and  had  bills  practically  as  follows  for  surveying: 

Road  from  county  seat  "O'Brien  to  Plymouth  county  line"  $200.00 

Road  from  **county  seat  in  direction  of  Spirit  Lake"  aoo.oo 

Road  from  "county  seat  in  direction  of  Si)irit  I-ake  (second  division)'*  200.00 

Roat'  from  "county  seat  in  direction  of  Cherokee"  ,  200.00 

Road  from  "county  stat  to  Clay  county"   20o.cx) 

Then  he  followed  this  all  up  very  industricnisly  with  five  charges  of 
$2,000  each  for  bridges  on  each  of  these  ruads.  D.  A.  \\'.  Perkins,  in  his 
histor\ .  gives  it  as  four  items  of  $2,000  each,  but,  on  reading  it  closely,  it  is 
in  foct  five,  because  he  divided  the  roads  in  the  direction  of  Spirit  Lake 
first  in  'iridges  Numbers  2,  3,  4  and  5,  at  $2,000,  and  then  a  second  whack  of 
bridges  Xumljers  ~.  S  and  9  on  road  to  Spirit  Lake,  at  $2,o(xi:  then  fol- 
lowed with  bridges  Numbers  l,  2,  3  and  4  to  Cherokee,  w  ith  another  $2,000. 
and  likewise  to  Plymouth.  Numbm  i,  2,  3  and  4,  with  $2,000:  then  Num- 
bers 6,  7,  8  and  9,  $2,000,  making  in  all  five  whadcs.  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 
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Then  hi-  UKxlestly  puts  in  a  bill  of  only  two  hundred  <loilars  for  making  the 
county  map  of  same.  This  same  pestiferous  individual  appears  among  the 
swanip  land  deals  and  deeds  with  Bosler  and  Cofer.  Th^  were  all  indeed 
Swamp  Angds  to  O'Brien  county.  Even  in  later  years  Chester  Inman  is 
allowed  six  thousand  dollars  for  one  single  1»idge. 

TWO  CURIOUS  SWAMP  L\NU  CONTRACTS  AS  LATE  AS  iS/J. 

As  illustrating  how  slow  the  county  was  in  recovering  from  even  the 
spirit  of  the  had  wurk  of  cHrlicr  vears,  wc  mention  (Ijc  quite  elaborate  con- 
tract cutcicd  into  Januar\  S.  iH-j.  l)clwccn  15.  I".  McConnack  and  C.  W. 
Inman,  then  sole  members  on  the  board  and  an  uttorncx  ,  whereby  the  board 
agreed  to  give  him  live  thousand  dollars  in  warrants  paid  in  advance,  and 
twenty  per  cent  of  all  collections  or  results  from  all  swamp  lands  secured 
to  the  coimty,  and  to  include  all  scrip  that  the  county  might  he  otherwise  en- 
titled to  in  lien  of  lands.  The  curious  thing  about  it  was  that  the  five 
thousand  dollars  was  tlie  only  result  so  far  as  is  known,  .\nother  curious 
item  was  that  the  auditor,  in  issuing  same,  made  it  in  ten  five  hundred  dol- 
lar warrants,  which  smacked  of  the  prevalent  custom  of  the  boys  dividing  up 
on  the  square  witii  one  another.  And  this  was  all  done  after  Bosler,  Cofer 
&  Company  were  gone.  It  has  been  thought  by  some  that  this  attornex-  in 
fact  took  that  contract  to  Washinj^ton  and  colloitcd  some  >cri])  that  the 
county  was  entitled  to  where  it  got  no  real  swamp  lands,  as  it  never  did. 

But,  at  all  events,  it  was  all  outlay  so  far  as  the  county  was  concerned. 

But  this  was  not  the  whole  of  this  little  dtapter  about  this  sin^e  item 
<ni  swamp  lands.  On  September  5th  of  the  same  year,  1872.  the  cotmty.  by 
its  board,  made  another  very  serious  contract — indeed,  it  is  (juitc  lengthy — 
with  one  T.  J.  Ross,  president  of  the  Iowa  &  Dakota  Railroad,  whereby 
O'Brien  county  should  sdl  and  transfer  to  said  company  all  lands  it  might 
receive  of  swamp  lands  in  the  future,  including  scrip  to  which  it  might  be 
entitled,  one-half  at  once  when  grading  was  done  or  started  and  the  balance 
later.  It  can  thus  be  seen  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  c*)unty  should 
receive  much  returm  from  swamp  lands.   And  this,  too.  as  late  as  1872. 

THE  IKON  BRIDGE  AT  WATERMAN  FORD,  ON  THE  LITTLE  SIOUX. 

This  iron  bridge  was  anoilicr  ■<pccinuii  of  how  ti:  farm  a  giMxl  thing 
when  it  can  be  done.  The  board  had  expended  considerable  sums  in  a  ferry 
on  the  Little  Sioux.  Later  on  they  let  a  contract  for  a  wooden  bridge,  at 
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quite  a  large  cost.  The  hridije  was  partly  under  way.  with  the  liunl)er  on 
the  gruvwi'l  and  the  main  heavy  frames  up.  when  a  Ircnienilous  freshet  in 
the  spring  swept  it  all  away.  It  had  been  so  arranged,  however,  that  the 
full  price  of  this  structure  was  paid,  notwithstanding  the  thing  was  not 
completed.  Then  the  iron  bridge  was  undertaken.  It  was  curious  tl.at  it  was 
let  in  sections.  The  one  hifj  span  in  center,  with  picr^.  was  calUd  .ui  im- 
provetl  i>atent  tubular  arch  bridge,  eighty-otjc  fict  long,  at  a  cost  of  four 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  completed  December  15,  1872,  and  to  be  able  to 
sustain  two  thousand  pounds  to  the  lineal  foot.  On  the  same  day  a  contract ' 
wa.s  let  to  Charli-s  Foster,  of  Cherokee,  to  build  five  sections  or  approaches, 
each  sixteen  feet  in  length,  or  eighty  feet  of  approaches,  at  a  cost  of  one 
th(ntsat:<l  dollars,  l.atir  stil!  "additional  approaches'"  were  added,  niitil  tlie 
total  length  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  feet.  Still  later,  ice  breakers 
and  sundry  items  of  all  kinds  were  needed.  It  was  often  alleged  in  later 
years  that  this  iron  bridge  cost  the  county  in  grand  total  up  to  the  date  it 
washed  out,  in  1R97.  the  total  of  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  It  was 
claimed  that  they  kept  up  this  iron  bridge  improvement  to  keep  out  of  sight 
other  bad  work. 


It  was  unfortunately  the  law  tlial  a  ctnuity  could  he  sued  in  any  county 
in  the  state  in  the  state  courts.  The  county  was  annoyed  exceedingly  by  these 
small  suits,  which  were  apparently  brought  to  wear  out  the  county  and  at  the 
same  time  get  them  into  judgiuent  and  then,  if  the  county  put  up  a  fight, 
simply  withdraw  and  later  l)rint,'  vuit  somewhere  else.  The  n  mnty  did  make 
some  efforts  in  the  direction,  hut  in  tlu-  end  was  vvorsted.  l  or  instance,  on 
November  11,  iSjj.  the  county  was  sued  down  in  Waterloo.  Black  Hawk 
county,  on  some  old  warrants  numbered  from  209  to  231,  which  can  be 
seen  were  among  the  very  first  warrants  issued,  and  to  Henry  C.  Tiffey, 
John  Moore  and  William  Paine.  The  suit  was  in  name  of  Alonzo  Rollins, 
for  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  <iollar-;.  Several  attorneys  were 
employed  at  different  times  as  vexatious  continuances  were  had.  It  cost  the 
county  auditor  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  warrants,  to  get  down  and 
back.  As  a  round  up,  this  one  suit  cost  three  items  of  attorney's  fees,  one 
for  six  hundred  dcdlars.  one  for  one  thousand  in  v  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
third  for  two  thousand  eight  hnndrid  dollars,  and  judtriucnt  was  rendered 
and  the  county  l>eaten  bcsiiU-s.  Tliis  was  n(<l  \  ery  encouraging  in  defeating 
tlebts.    .Allegations  were  made  that  attorneys  for  the  county  and  the  holders 
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of  the  warrants  were  in  partnership  in  these  deals,  but  of  that  no  one  will 
ever  know.  It  was  not  until  1R78  that  the  citizens  really  <^ot  nj)  "on  their  ear" 
and  determined  to  get  both  sides  of  these  impudent  expenses  stopped. 


It  was  not  alone  on  Iraudulent  county  warrants  issued  tor  unncc(.'ssar\ 
brifj^es,  that  the  Boslcr-Cofer-Carcy  crowd  taxed  their  ingenuity.  Tliey 
e.xploited  various  fields.  The  swanip  land  graft  was  one  of  those  slipiiery 
schemes  adopted.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  O'Brien  county  had  only  about  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  anral  -^w  amp  land.  It  is  also  true  that  swamp 
land  mu.st  first  he  duly  =;urveyed  l»y  the  L  nitcd  Stales  as  such,  and  appraised, 
and  duly  certified  to  he  swanip  lands  before  a  county  can  claim  a  title.  The 
swamp  lands  have  been  held  for  use  of  the  counties  in  which  located.  But 
this  fact  did  not  deter  the  frisky  and  tmscmpulous  Bosler  cro«'d.  This  same 
James  W.  Hosier,  who  gained  quite  a  national  reputation  with  Senator 
Dorsey  in  the  "Star  Route  frauds,"  conceived  tlie  i(U-a  tliat  he  nnist  have 
swanip  lands  in  O'Hrien  county,  whether  certilietl  or  not.  He  could  rely  on 
the  sfullihility  of  the  unwary,  who  would  not  know  those  facts,  to  gather  in 
his  dupes.  He  selected  those  lands  that  would  seem  to  come  the  nearest  to 
the  swamp  land  idea,  fifty  thousand  acres.  He  then  entered  into  a  very 
elaborate  contract  with  the  board  of  sui)er\'isors  of  O'Brien  county,  which  . 
Iniard  was  none  other  than  a  part  of  the  same  crowd  Hn  other  transactions 
he  himself  was  a  member  of  the  board  and  Cofer  the  contractor j  and  con- 
trolled by  him,  in  reality  making  a  contract  with  himself,  wherein  he  ^^reed 
to  build  a  small  bridge,  and  in  consideration  therefor  the  county  of  O'Brien, 
in  its  sovereign  and  ()fl!ci.d  capacity,  with  the  seal  of  the  coimty  attached, 
siioukl  deed  to  liim  thi--  h't.  thiin^and  acres  of  land.  He  then,  to  constitute 
himself  a  ijentlenian,  in  .1  ,L;entieinair'<  c<nUract.  dei-ded  part  of  this  land  to 
John  H.  Cofer  and  part  to  Joseph  I'arcy,  and  other  tracts  to  the  others  of 
tills  sacred  few,  and  the  land  was  tiius  deeded  to  and  fro.  Then  an  abstract 
of  title  was  made  up,  all  red  inked  in  impressive  .style.  This  would  show 
these  several  deeds  on  the  tracts,  in  eighties  or  quarters,  as  they  desired  to 
sell  them.  The  title  would,  at  least  prima  facie,  a])|>ear  to  come  from  a  re- 
sponsible source.  These  abstracts  of  title  were  then  taken  to  show  to  the 
Eastern  dupes,  and  sold  all  over  the  country  as  full-grown  titled  land.  The 
deed,  with  a  seal  of  the  county  thereon,  gave  it  prestige.  These  duped 
people  recorded  their  deeds.  Of  course,  later  on  the  United  States  in  regular 
course  issued  its  patents  to  the  rightful  homesteader,  or  rightful  purchaser 
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from  the  United  States.  Ihese  BosJer-Cofer-Carey  deeds  have  continued 
to  this  day  on  all  these  lands  to  hamper  real  owners  in  trying  to  sell  or  to 
make  loans  thereon.  However,  the  Eastern  loan  companies  now  generally 
understand  it  and  pay  no  attention  to  them.  Unfortunately,  however,  tliese 
bogus  deeds  appear  on  every  gfenuiiie  altstract  nf  title  on  lands  named.  N'ot 
one  of  the  bogus  title  owners  ever  came  into  court  to  actually  claim  title  or 
ever  took  possession.  The  fraud  was  too  patent  as  soon  as  it  was  lcK>ked  up 
by  parties.  But  tliis  was  not  the  whole  of  the  graft.  These  same  gentr}-, 
Bosler,  Cofer  &  Company,  continued  so  long  in  control  of  the  records  and 
received  payments  for  taxes,  that  they  would  receive  the  tax  money  from 
lK)th  the  boii^is  title  man  and  the  honest  title  man  and  enter  one  on  the  records 
and  pocket  the  money  from  the  other.  Sucli  things  and  doings,  however, 
liave  often  placed  our  coimty  in  a  false  light  and  such  matters  have  also 
been  often  exaggerated. 


CHAPTER  III. 


THE  EARLY  SETTLERS. 

Our  pec^le,  happily,  were  either  .Americans,  or  lx:l*ju^cci  to  those  de- 
sirable classes  of  foreigners  who  readily  amalgamated  with  and  fordiwith 

became  Americans.  Happily,  indeed,  that  we  have  had  no  foreign  popula- 
tion which  has  iK-come  chmnish  to  any  Slich  extent  that  feiuls  are  created  or 
friction  caused.  The  \  ery  tact  that  for  ten  years  last  past  the  district  court 
ot  the  county  has  only  averaged  twu  to  three  jury  trials  per  term  of  court 
proves  tbis. 

The  government  having  passed  the  homestead  law  just  aiwut  the  time 

of  the  organization  of  the  county,  naturally,  in  its  earliest  years,  brought  a 
class  of  people  seeking  free  lands.  Emixjdied  in  that  homestead  law  has 
been  the  idea  tlut  tirst  possession  gave  right,  or  first  title,  which  suun  de- 
vdoped  tiie  "sqtiatter"  as  a  part  and  portion  of  homesteading  and  induced 
people  to  come  who  were  sedctng  bold  on  the  government  domain.  The  old 
soldier  was  given  sundry  special  privities  and  rights  peculiar  to  the  idea  of 
a  pension  or  recopfuition  of  his  services  as  applied  to  {government  lands.  .\s 
a  consequence  of  this,  some  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  old  soldiers  have 
settled  in  the  county  during  the  years.  Later  the  word  "squatter  "  was  more 
distinctly  applied  to  those  taking  possession  of  the  overlapping  or  railroad 
lands,  as  will  be  .seen  under  that  head.  However,  the  words  or  phrases, 
homesteader,  old  soldier,  ,s«iuatter.  settler  and  hay  twister,  became  to  a  large 
extent  intcrmiiitjU-d  terms,  ajjplied  somewhat  |)rl)nli■^^•^l<)lIsly.  In  tlius  writin.q; 
these  early  historic  items  wt  are  unable  to  draw  boundary  lines,  and  in  many 
cases  apply  tiwm  as  the  early  settlers  used  them  in  common  parlance.  The 
term,  "squatter,"  as  understood  in  O'Brien  county,  does  not  mean  or  have 
the  meaning  of  a  squatter  as  might  be  applied  to  a  party  squatting  down  on 
some  sand  bar  in  the  Missouri  river,  not  caring  whether  it  ever  belonged  to 
the  govcnimcnl  or  not  or  even  whether  he  ever  got  title  or  not.  The 
squatter  in  O'Brioi  county  developed  into  a  full-grown  homesteader  and 
won  ont,  becoming  a  permanent  citizen  of  the  county,  contesting  for  his 
rigltts  for  title  and  home,  alongside  the  settler  and  soldier,  contending  that 
(5) 
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of  right  he  should  become  the  owner  of  the  lands  the  railnads  had  failed  to 
earn,  and  won  out  in  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  land,  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States.  In  these  capacities  we  shall  deal  with  these  several 
classes  of  early  settlers. 

WHERE  OUR  PEOPLE  CAME  FROM. 

O'Brien  county's  people  came  from  everywhere.  While  this  is  true,  it 
is  probably  also  true  that  well  iiijjh  two-thirds  of  its  people,  or  their  parents, 
have  at  snmc  time  lived  in  some  other  coimty  in  Iowa.  Iowa,  being  univer- 
sally agricultural,  the  idea  of  agriculture,  even  in  emigration,  moves  on 
farming  lines.  Its  old  homesteaders  were,  many  of  them,  old  soldiers  in  die 
Civil  War.  The  fact  that  soldiers  were  given  certain  privil^es  brought 
them  here.  These,  as  a  rule,  were  Americans,  but,  though  largely  from 
Iowa,  came  at  least  from  one  or  other  of  the  states.  At  lea.st  they  came  from 
no  one  locality.  According  to  George  W.  Schee's  Book  of  .\rmy  Records, 
there  were  about  five  himdred  and  seventy-five  old  soldiers  who  have  at  one 
time  or  another  lived  in  the  county.  This  would  represent  about  that  many 
families,  and  wotild  mean  that  from  two  thousand  to  twenty-five  hundred 
.soldiers  or  soldiers'  children  or  grandchildren  reside  in  the  county,  making 
due  allowance  inr  removals  Decoratinn  Dax  rclcltratii  ms  and  old  soldiers' 
reunions  have  therctore  been  a  distinctive  feature  oi  the  public  days. 

The  coming  of  or  building  of  the  Northwestern  railroad  in  1881  pro- 
duced a  very  pronounced  resutt — in  foct,  the  most  noticeaUe  in  the  county — 
in  starting  out  and  heading  for  O'Brien  county  one  definite  division  or  na- 
tionality, tile  thrifty  dermans.  The  road  naturally  brought  them  in  from 
the  many  German  sections  m  and  around  Gladbrook.  Davenport,  Reinbeck, 
Dubuque  and  other  Iowa  (daces.  They  represent  probably  about  two4lfth8 
of  the  total  population  of  the  county.  While  many  Germans  in  the  county 
originally  came  from  Germany  itself,  and  many  directly  to  O'Brien  county, 
the  larger  portion  came  from  tlu»se  large  German  communities  named.  Cale- 
donia township  may  be  said  to  lie  solidly  German.  For  a  period  of  thirty 
years  that  township  has  not  averaged  more  than  three  votes  per  year  of 
other  nationalities.  While  there  are  Germans  in  every  township,  yet  they 
will  be  found  in  the  largest  numlK-rs  in  C  aledonia,  Union.  Liberty,  Dale, 
Highland,  Center.  Omega  and  Hartley.  In  land  sale  parlance,  it  is  often 
remarked  that  whciu-\  tT  a  German  or  Hollander  purchases  a  farm  it  adds 
five  and  ten  dollars  per  acre  to  the  value  forthwith. 

A  few  from  among  the  older  families  came  direct  from  England.  At 
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the  time  that  D.  Edward  PauUin  platted  Paullina  and  established  atul  found- 
ed its  name,  it  was  thought  that  a  large  English  colony  would  lie  established 
by  himself  and  the  Qose  brothers,  who  colonized  several  large  English  coni- 
immities  in  Plymouth  and  Osceoh  counties.  But  those  gentlemen  finaliy  ex- 
pended their  energies  elsewhere,  and  the  large  English  colony  failed  to  ma- 
terialize in  O'Brien  county.  The  English  in  the  county  may  be  said  to 
consist  of  single  lainilus  here  and  there.  The  taniihes  of  John  Archer. 
Thomas  Holmes,  Thomas  Hayes  and  others  in  and  around  Archer  would 
come  the  nearest  to  being  a  definite  English  colony,  with  several  others  in 
the  county  of  a  few  families  in  a  oommimity. 

Prior  to  1880  the  Scottish- American  Land  Company  and  the  Jackson 
Land  Conipany  opened  up  land  f)ffices  in  Ennnettsbnrg,  IVdo  Alto  county, 
in  which  county  was  planted  a  large  Scotch  colony  and  where  these  two  com- 
panies held  large  tracts  of  land.  These  companies  were  organized  by  Will- 
iam J.  Menztes.  of  Scotland,  and  Alexander  Peddie.  a  Scotchman,  and  the 
manager  in  this  section  of  the  country.  These  two  companies  owned  several 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  and  around  Paullina.  in  L'nion  and  in  Dale  town- 
ships. This  colony  of  Scotch  peo|)le  came  from  Roxborough  and  Selkirk 
counties,  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  William  .Aitkin  first  came  in  the  year 
1880.  It  was  his  son,  Thomas  Aidmi,  who,  in  later  years,  was  cut  and 
maqgled  to  his  death  by  a  mnaway  team  with  a  reaper.  Mr.  Aitken  was 
followed,  in  1881,  by  William  Cowan,  William  Redford,  Alexander  Scott. 
James  'SI.  Christy,  Thomas  Scott.  Hector  Cowan.  Sr..  and  Tames  GifFord 
and  their  families,  all  of  whom  bought  large  tracts  of  this  Scottish-American 
Land  Company  land.  These  families  now  reach  down  into  tiie  tiitrd  and 
fourth  generations,  many  of  them  well  known*  in  the  lat^r  years.  However, 
as  a  Scotch  colony,  its  people  have  so  scattered  and  removed  to  the  towns 
that  as  a  colony  it  is  all  but  disintegrated,  but  durnig  the  years  1880  to  1900 
it  was  one  of  the  nu)st  formidable  colonies  in  the  county.  One  of  their 
lumber.  Miss  Belle  Cowan,  was  county  superintendent  for  the  years  1889- 
1890^  and  was  also  a  teacher  in  the  high  schools  of  both  Primghar  and 
Paullina. 

The  Irish  settled  in  largest  numbers  in  and  around  Sheldon.  They 
were  mainly  homesteaders,  and  tlie  foundation  fanulies  were  tliose  of  W'ill- 
iam  Gavin,  Thomas  Burns,  Michael  Burns,  Timotliy  Donahue  (at  one  time 
member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  Iowa  Legislature  from  0*Brien  county), 
Jolm  Dougherty,  John  McGrath,  Fat  Kennedy,  Pat  Kelly,  Timothy  Donog- 
hue,  Pat  Carroll  (after  whom  Carroll  township  was  named),  John  Hart, 
John  R.  Deacon,  Joseph  Berry,  Dan  McKay  and  Pat  Sullivan.    The  de- 
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sccndants  of  this  colony  oi  Irish  have  maintained  their  residences  down 
throtigh  the  generations. 

Next  to  the  Gennans  in  numbers  in  this  county,  the  Hollanders,  in  fixed 
cnnununities.  have  the  most  definitely  established  themselves.  The  Hol- 
landers coniin£(  direct  fo  O'Hrien  Cdunty  are  mainly  from  Sioux  county, 
where  they  con^liiute  the  large  majority.  The  Hollanders  in  O'Brien  county 
have  been  characterized  by  thrift  in  the  purchase  of  more  land  for  them- 
selves and  their  sons.  The  Sioux  county  Hollanders  came  mainly  from 
Pella,  Iowa,  where  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  original  Holland  settlements 
direct  from  the  Ziiydtr  7x-v  I  Iic  >^ame  persistence  that  jnished  back  the 
waters  of  the  sea  and  made  more  laiul  in  Holland  has  resulted  in  success  in 
the  Sioux  county  Hollanders  pushing  over  into  O'Brien,  and.  by  the  larger 
price  he  is  willing  to  pay.  he,  by  cash  argument,  invites  the  other  owner  out. 
He  never  loses  or  lets  go  a  farm  once  purchased.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that 
both  the  German  and  Hollander  have  a  higher  idea  of  land  value  than  any 
other  clas«;.  Their  views  <»f  thing's  are  solid  as  the  earth.  Land  to  them 
means,  as  it  in  fact  is,  that,  with  its  use,  it  reaches  down  to  the  center  of  the 
earth  and  the  air  above  it,  dear  to  the  sky.  So  definite  is  the  Hollander  in 
his  fixedness  in  the  county,  that  Holland  churches  are  to  be  found  in  Shd- 
don,  Sanbwn  and  Hartley.  The  Hollanders  will  perhaps  number  a  full 
tenth  or  more  in  the  county.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  (ierman  all  over 
the  county.  He  kcci)s  liis  own  land  and  buys  out  his  neighlwr.  These  jjeopie 
will  be  noticed  under  several  other  heads. 

The  Scandinavians  have  many  small  settlements,  but  are  more  scattered 
than  the  Germans  or  Hollanders.  The  most  noted  definite  colony  perha|>s  is 
the  Scandinavian  Quaker  settlement  in  South  Dale  and  Highland,  where 
they  sup|K)rt  a  Quaker  church  and  school,  and  hold  services  W  ednesday  as 
well  as  Sunday.  .Among  the  foundation  families  of  this  colony  are  those 
of  Lorenzo  Rockwell.  Curtis  L.  Rockwell  (for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors),  Lout  Rockwell.  Archibald  Henderson,  Christian 
Thompson,  Roy  Rockwell,  D.  J.  Peckham.  Joseph  Henderson.  Oman  Tow, 
James  Mott,  O.  P.  Tjossem.  A.  K.  Rockwell  and  Sam  Norland. 

HOW  THE  EARLY  SETTLERS  UVED,  WHAT  THEY  DID  AND  HOW  THEY  DID  IT.i 

I'li'ure  ^generations  will  incpiire.  a^  imlecd  will  the  pre-^ent  reader,  not 
only  how  the  countrv  appeared  before  the  liand  of  civilizetl  man  had  marred 
its  virgin  beauty,  but  how  the  tirst  comers  managed  to  live,  to  procure  the 
means  of  subsistence,  how  they  met  the  varied  requirements  of  civilizati(»i 
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to  which  they  had  been  accustomed,  and  with  what  resignation  they  dispensed 

with  such  as  could  not  be  had. 

If  correrfly  (did.  it  would  Ix*  a  tale  of  ititcni^o  imcrcst :  but  it  would 
require  a  master  hand  to  draw  a  picture  that  would  show  the  scene  in  all  its 
details — personal  experience  alone  could  unfold  the  tale.  When  a  new- 
comer arrived  he  first  selected  a  location  where  he  could  make  his  future 
home,  and  the  question  ari.ses.  of  whom  did  he  get  permission  to  occupy  it? 
The  answer  might  Ik;  given  in  the  language  ustially  used  in  defining  political 
or  civil  rights — every  one  was  free  to  dn  as  he  i)lease(l  so  he  did  not  interfere 
with  his  neighi)or.  When  the  governnicnt  had  e.xtinguishcd  the  Indian  title 
the  land  was  subject  to  settlement  either  before  or  after  the  government  had 
surveyed  it  The  settler  had  no  deed  or  paper  tide  to  start  with,  but  simply 
the  right  of  possession,  which  he  got  by  moving  onto  and  occupying  it :  this 
gave  him  a  right  to  hold  it  against  all  otlu-rs  til!  sctnie  f)ne  came  with  a  better 
title,  which  Ijetter  title  could  only  be  i)l»taincd  by  purchasing  the  fee  of  the 
government  when  surveyed  and  brought  into  market.  The  right  of  pos- 
session thus  obtained  constituted  what  was  called  a  "claim."  These  were 
regarded  as  valid  titles  by  the  settlers,  and  were  often  sold  for  quite  a  sum. 
Tbi'^  wa'^  a  little  dangerous,  however,  as  the  federal  law  was  that  the  gov- 
ernment would  not  recognize  a  sale.  In  fact  it  left  the  homesteader  open  to 
having  his  rights  contested,  as  the  law  in  reality  intended  and  the  atVidavits 
he  had  to  make  said  that  it  was  bona  fide  and  for  his  own  express  benefit. 
Th^  did  it  by  signing  what  was  called  a  "Relinquishment"  to  the  United 
States.  This  the  government  recognized.  But  we  can  see  tlat  when  once 
filed,  the  first  man  who  next  filed  got  it.  and  if  the  purchaser  was  not  im- 
mediately on  the  sjK)t  he  was  left  out  in  the  cold  and  lost  his  money.  These 
sales  would  usually  run  from  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  as  high 
as  seven  hundred  dollars  for  good  improvements.  Pre-emption  laws  were 
also  on  the  statute  books  as  i)assed  by  Congress,  giving  to  claimants  who 
had  conformed  to  certain  siiecified  improvements  the  exclusive  right  to  ])ur- 
chase  the  land  at  tlu-  govermmn!  priif.  rH->i(le  certain  biiildint,'s  antl  im- 
provements they  were  required  to  jilanl  and  keep  m  thrifty  condition  about 
fourteen  acres  of  trees,  which  accounts  for  some  of  the  larger  groves  on 
some  of  Uie  farms. 

When  the  settler  had  selected  his  location  or  made  his  claim,  his  first 
attention  was  directtvl  lo  ])rocuring  a  shelter  for  his  family.  So  anxious 
were  the  people  for  settlers  that  often  in  the  first  years  two  and  even  three 
families  were  known  to  actually  live  in  and  occupy  a  settler's  cabin  twelve 
by  sixteen  in  size,  more  or  less.  But  if  he  located  far  from  a  neighbor,  for 
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the  first  year  many  (KTciipied  the  covered  \vaj;on  in  which  tliey  came  to  the 
coimtry,  sleeping  in  or  under  it.  and  cooking  or  eating  in  the  open  air  or  in 
somt  rude  contrivance,  perhaps  covered  with  prairie  grass,  or  a  tent  made  of 
tfie  bed  blankets  he  had  brot^t  with  him,  if  the  family  was  too  large  or  a 
shdter  could  be  provided.  This  was  usually,  when  finished,  a  dug-out  or  sod 
shanty.  One  little  incident  knf>\\n  to  the  writer  was  a  settler  who  sent  his 
boy  to  a  neighbor  two  miles  away  before  breakfast  to  inform  him  of  the 
latest  news  that  they  wore  to  have  a  new  neighbor  who  had  just  located  six 
miles  away.  Far-away  neighbors  were  dten  near  neighbors. 

The  prairie  region  offered  advantages  far  sui)erior  to  a  timbered  coun- 
try  ;  in  the  latter  an  immense  amount  of  labor  had  to  Ix-  done  to  remove  the 
timber  and  fur  years  afterward  the  stumps  prevented  free  cultivation,  while 
on  llic  prairie  the  sod  only  had  to  be  turned  and  the  crop  put  in.  Still,  this 
sod  had  to  go  through  the  process  of  rotting  or  being  subdued,  which  often 
took  several  years,  especially  when  broken  up  too  late  in  the  summer.  It 
was  a  curious  fact  even  in  O'Brien  county,  however,  that  the  very  earliest 
settlers  huddled  close  in  around  the  little  fringes  of  timber  on  the  Water- 
man and  Little  Sioux,  the  rougher  land  of  the  county. 

The  homesteaders  would  con^bine  with  their  oxen  and  often  make  up  a 
team  of  several,  even  five  and  six  yoke,  and  turn  up  a  big,  wide  furrow  two 
feet  or  more  in  width.  The  broad,  black  furrow  thus  turned  u])  was  a  sight 
worth  seeintj.  The  nice  adjustment  of  the  conher  and  broad  share  required 
a  practiced  hand,  and  the  tip  of  the  share  or  even  the  wrong  tiling  of  the 
coulter  would  throw  the  plow  on  the  twist  and  require  a  strong  man  in  a 
UMf^  sod  to  hold  the  plow  in  place,  but  if  nicely  done  the  plow  would  run  a 
long  distance  without  support.  A  good  blacksmith  then  had  a  good  job. 
Many  of  these  first  plows  were  clumsy  and  found  too  large,  and  later  it  was 
found  that  a  smaller  plow  and  even  fewer  animals  diti  better  work.  It  was 
found  that  the  best  time  to  break  the  sod  was  when  the  grass  was  rapidly 
growing,  and  it  would  decay  quickly  and  the  soil  be  mellow  and  kind;  but  if 
broken  too  late  in  the  season  it  would  ^require  two  or  three  years  to  become 
as  mellow  as  it  would  Ix-  in  three  months  when  broken  at  the  right  time.  It 
was  found  often  that  shallower  hreakintj  re<|uired  less  teams,  and  would 
often  mellow  up  sooner  than  the  deeper  breaking.  But  many  ot  the  settlers 
arrived  late  in  the  season  and  had  to  break  whenever  they  could,  even  late 
■n  the  f«ill,  and  do  with  it  as  best  they  could. 

The  first  sod  crop  was  mostly  com,  planted  by  cuttin^j  a  gash  into  the 
inverted  sod,  dropping  the  corn  and  closing  it  by  another  l)Iow  aloni^side  the 
hrst,  or  perhaps  planting  into  the  lucky  mellow  soil  thrown  up  by  a  gopher. 
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Or  sometitnes  it  was  dropjjed  in  ext-rv  third  furrow  and  the  next  furrow 
turned  on.  Jf  the  coni  wun  so  druppcd  as  to  find  the  space  between  the 
furrows  it  would  tind  da\hght;  a  not,  it  was  doubtful.  This  sod  com  crop 
would  be  bughed  at  now  as  a  crop,  but  the  early  settler  had  to  inake  the  most 
of  it  At  least  com  so  planted  would  make  a  partial  crop,  sometimes,  when 
&vorabIe  all  the  season,  quite  a  full  crop.  Prairie  sod  tims  turned  in  June 
would  111-  in  condition  to  put  in  to  oats  or  corn  the  spring  followinp.  Melons 
and  vines  seemed  to  do  even  better  on  these  tough  suds  than  later  in  the 
years.  Thb  subduing  of  this  tough  sod  with  deep  roots  was  a  problem  with 
which  the  later  farmers  are  not  familiar.  We  can  thus  see  some  of  the 
reasons  why  it  was  early  discussed  whether  this  would  ever  be  a  corn  country 
or  not.  But  after  the  first  crops  the  soil  c;ot  l>etter  and  hetter.  But  w  hile  his 
crops  were  growing,  the  .'>ettlcr  was  not  freed  from  other  cares  and  worry. 
His  few  chickens  and  pigs  had  to  be  sheltered  and  housed  at  night  as  a 
protection  against  owls  and  prairie  wolves.  Even  his  cattle  had  to  have  a 
good  corral,  as  even  the  calves  or  younger  cattle  were  not  safe  against  a 
hungry  wolf.  The  problem  of  getting  the  cattle  home  at  night  was  a  serious 
one,  as,  with  such  free,  wide  range,  cattle  would  often  roam  five  and  ten 
miles,  and  nearly  always  had  to  be  searched  for,  at  least  every  few  days, 
and  every  day  receive  attention  as  a  regular  item.  As  diere  were  then  no 
trees,  this  question  of  shelter  was  seriotis  in  view  of  the  Masts  of  winter. 
The  primitive  shack  sheds,  with  grass  tops  and  illy  constructed  sides,  did 
the  protective  act  badly.  The  grimly  humorous  remark  or  question  of  sun- 
dry of  the  Easterners  who  would  visit  this  county  in  those  years,  "Why 
don't  you  have  bams  and  houses  and  other  conveniences  like  we  do  in  the 
East?"  certainly  wotdd  arouse  mirth.  He  should  have  been  answered.  "You 
are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  the  labor  of  several  generations  of  your  ancestors, 
while  we  have  to  create  all  we  have.  We  have  necessarily  made  rude  and 
cheap  shelters  for  ourselves  and  our  animals,  have  fenced  our  farms,  dug 
our  wells,  have  to  make  our  roads,  bridge  our  stream.s,  build  our  school 
bouses,  churches,  court  houses  and  jails,  and  when  one  improvement  is 
complete  another  want  stares  us  in  the  face."  All  this  taxed  the  energies  of 
the  new  settler  to  the  extent  of  human  endurance,  and  many  fell  by  the  way, 
unable  to  meet  the  demands  upon  their  energies.  The  onlv  wonder  is  that  sn 
much  has  been  accomplished;  that  so  many  comforts  and  conveniences  ha\e 
crowned  our  efforts ;  that  we  have  reached  a  point  for  which  a  century  of 
effort  mig^t  have  been  allowed.  Political  and  financial  theorists  have  taunt- 
ingly told  tin  famiers  of  Iowa  that  they  knew  nothing  of  finance,  except 
what  wiser  beads  have  told  them;  that  they  have  made  nothing  by  farming, 
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and  would  be  poor  except  for  the  advance  in  the  price  of  their  farms.  These 
sages  should  be  told  that  the  toil  of  those  farmers  has  made  the  farms  in- 
crease in  prices;  nude  those  miprovemente,  planted  ordiards  and  fruit  gar- 
dens, made  roads  and  bridges,  converted  a  wild  coitntry  into  a  land  of 

beauty,  and  made  it  the  happy  abode  of  intelligent  men.  All  this  liad  to  be 
dnne  to  make  the^e  farms  advance  in  price,  and  thf>«c  \vh'>  have  done  this, 
and  raised  and  educated  their  families,  have  done  well:  and  if  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  their  farms  has  given  them  a  competence,  it  is  what  they  antic- 
ipated, and  nothing  but  the  most  persevering  industry  and  frugality  would 
have  accomplished  it. 

In  addition  to  the  labor  and  a  multitude  of  cares  that  beset  the  new- 
comer, he  had  it  all  to  accomplish  imder  disadvantat^es  and  in  the  face  r»f 
dangers  that  of  themselves  were  sufficient  to  discourage  men  not  of  stern 
resolve.  Traveling  unworked  roads  and  crowing  streams  without  bridges 
was  often  a  perilous  adventure.  Crossing  the  wide  prairie  at  night,  with  not 
even  the  stars  to  guide,  was  l>oth  uncertain  and  dangerous,  and  often  the 
wayfarer  traveled  until  exhausted  and  had  to  camp  until  the  morhing  light 
slKJuld  j^uide  him  on  his  way.  In  warm  weather,  although  an  unpleasant 
exposure,  this  was  not  a  dangerous  on«;  and,  although  the  sensation  of  being 
lost  is  an  irksome  one  and  the  lonely  silence  in  the  middle  of  the  prairie, 
broken  otily  by  the  howl  of  woUes,  is  more  itnpleasant  than  one  inexper- 
ienced would  imagine,  with  ]Krha]>s  hunger  added  to  the  discomfort,  yet 
all  this  would  pass  with  the  night  and  a  brigiiter  view  and  happier  feelings 
would  come  with  the  dawn  of  the  morning.  But  crossing  the  trackless 
prairie  when  covered  with  a  dreary  expanse  of  snow,  with  tin  fierce,  un- 
broken wintry  blast  sweeping  over  its  glistenuig  surface,  penetrating  to  tiie 
very  marrow,  was  somctinies  a  fearful  and  dangerous  experience.  No  con- 
dition cndd  inspire  a  more  perfect  idea  of  lonely  desolation,  of  entire  dis- 
comfort, of  helplessness,  and  of  dismal  forebtxlings,  than  to  find  one's  self 
lost  on  the  snow-covered  prairie,  with  no  object  in  sight  in  any  direction 
but  the  cold  undulating  snow  wreaths,  and  a  dark  and  tempestuous  winter 
night  closing  fast  aroiuid  his  chilled  and  exhausted  frame.  His  sagacious 
horse,  hy  spasmodic  efforts  and  continuous  neighing,  shows  that,  with  his 
master,  he  appreciates  the  dangers  and  shares  his  fearful  anticipations.  W  ith 
what  longing  the  lost  one  reflects  on  the  cozy  fireside  of  his  warm  shanty, 
surrounded  by  his  family,  whicl)  he  fears  he  nuy  never  see.  and  when  the 
dark  shadow  of  night  is  closed  around  and  has  shut  in  the  landscape,  and 
chance  alone  can  bring  relief,  a  joyous  neigh  and  powerful  Spring  f:  n  his 
noble  horse  calls  his  eye  in  the  direction  he  has  taken;  he  sees  over  the  bleak 


O  BRIEN  AND  OSCEULA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


73 


expanse  a  faint  light  in  the  distance,  toward  which  his  horse  is  bounding 

with  accelerated  speed,  equally  with  his  master  cheered  and  exhilarated  by 
the  beacon  light  which  the  hand  of  affection  has  placed  at  the  window  to 
lead  the  lost  one  home  Nearly  every  early  settler  can  remenilHrr  such  an 
experience,  while  sonie  never  found  the  home  they  sought,  but,  chilled  to  a 
painless  slumber,  they  found  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  Crossit^  the 
uncultivated  prairie  on  a  cloudy  night,  or  on  a  snowy  ur  foggy  day.  was 
very  liable  to  have  an  uncertain  outcome.  In  a  clear  r.ight  the  stars  were  a 
very  reh'ahle  guide,  and,  like  tiie  Eastern  Magi  on  the  desert,  the  si-ttlers 
came  to  have  a  close  acquaintance  with  the  constellations.  A  ste.ady  w  inti 
was  also  a  very  reliable  guide ;  the  traveler  would  get  his  bearing,  then  notice 
how  the  wind  struck  his  horse,  right  or  left  ear.  etc..  and  then  keep  that  same 
direction,  regardless  of  any  other  guide,  and  he  would  generallj-  come  out 
right.  But  if  the  wind  changed,  of  course  he  went  with  it.  Without  these 
gui<les.  it  would  be  a  mere  accident  if  a  person  succeeded  in  a  still  atmos- 
phere, on  a  cloudy  night,  or  snowy  or  foggy  day,  in  crossing  a  prairie  of  any 
extent.  The  yearly  burning  of  the  heavy  annual  growth  of  grass  on  the 
prairie,  which  had  occurred  from  time  immemorial,  either  from  natiual 
cause  or  from  being  set  by  human  Iiands.  was  continued  after  the  white 
settlers  came  in,  and  was  a  source  of  much  aiuioyance.  ap])rclumsion  and. 
frequently,  of  severe  loss.  l""rom  the  time  the  grass  would  burn,  whicli  was 
50(m  after  dw  first  frost,  usually  about  the  first  of  October,  till  the  surronnd- 
ing  prairie  was  all  burned  over,  or  if  not  all  burnt,  till  the  green  grass  in  the 
spring  had  grown  sufficiently  to  prevent  the  rapid  prc^ess  of  tiie  fire,  the 
settlers  were  continualI\  "H  the  watch,  .md.  as  they  usually  expressed  the 
idea,  "sleeping  with  one  eye  open."'  When  the  ground  was  covered  with 
snow,  or  during  rainy  weather,  the  apprehension  was  quieted  and  both  eyes 
could  be  safety  dosed. 

A  statute  law  forbade  setting  the  prairie  on  fire,  and  one  doing  so  was 
subject  to  a  penalty  and  liable  to  an  action  of  tres])ass  for  the  damages  ac- 
cruing. T?ut  men  did  not  like  to  ])rosecute  tlieir  neighbors  and  convictions 
were  seldom  effected,  though  tires  were  often  set.  Fires  set  to  the  leeward 
side  of  an  improvement,  while  Ter>'  dangerous  to  improvements  to  the  lee- 
ward, were  not  so  to  the  windward,  as  fire  progressing  against  the  wind  is 
easily  extinguished. 

Imagine  the  feeling  of  the  man  who,  alone  in  a  strange  laud,  after  build- 
ing a  very  modest  homestead  shanty  or  home :  has  raised  his  corn, 
wheat  and  oats,  and  fodder  for  stock,  and  has  his  premises  surrounded  by 
a  sea  of  standing  grass,  dry  as  tinder,  stretdiing  away  for  miles  in  every 
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direction,  over  which  the  wild  prairie  wiml  howls  a  dismal  requiem,  and 
knowintj  that  a  spark  or  niatcli  applied  in  all  that  distance  will  send  a  ^ca  of 
fire  wherever  the  wind  may  wall  it;  and  conscious  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
men  who  would  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  send  the  fire  from  outside 
their  own  fields,  regardless  of  whom  it  might  consume,  ocdy  so  it  protects 
their  own.  Various  means  was  resorted  to  for  protection.  A  common  one 
was  to  plow  several  furrows  around  a  strip  se\eral  rods  wide,  outside  the 
impruvcnicnts,  and  then  burn  out  the  strip;  or  wait  till  the  prairie  was  on 
fire  and  then  set  fire  outside,  reserving  l^at  stiip  for  a  late  bmn,  that  is,  till 
tiie  following  summer,  and  in  July  bum  both  old  grass  and  new. 

But  all  this  took  time  and  labor,  and  the  crowd  of  business  on  the  hands 
of  a  new  settler,  of  which  a  novice  has  no  conception,  would  prexeiit  him 
doing  what  would  now  seem  a  small  matter;  and  all  such  efforts  were  often 
futile.  A  prairie  fire,  driven  by  a  high  wind,  would  often  leap  all  barriers 
and  aeem  to  put  human  efforts  at  defiance.  When  a  fire  had  passed  tiiroug^ 
the  prairie,  leaving  the  long  lines  of  side  fires,  like  two  armies  facjng  each  ■ 
other,  the  sight  at  night  was  grand;  if  one's  premises  were  securely  pro- 
tected, he  could  enjoy  such  a  fine  exhibition  huj^ely,  but  if  the  property  was 
e.xposed,  the  sublimity  of  the  scene  was  lost  m  the  apprehension  of  danger. 

In  the  year.  1881  a  cokmy  of  French  people  settled  in  Grant  township^ 
vfitii  several  scattering  families  in  other  townships.  A  few  of  them  came 
direct  from  France,  but  in  the  main  they  came  from  in  and  around  Cliff  ton, 
Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  a  part  of  Illinois  where  many  French  settled  long 
ago.  The  very  name  of  that  county  in  Illinois  denotes  French.  Henry  C. 
Colby  had  settled  in  Hartley  several  years  prior  in  the  land  and  banking 
business,  and  in  fact  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  in  the  county  in 
inducing  people  to  come  to  O'Brien  county,  and  was  a  very  successful  man. 
It  was  Mr.  Colby  who  induceil  these  people  to  come  to  O'Brien  and  estab- 
lish llii-;  colony,  and  sold  many  of  them  their  lands.  He  was  not  a  I'rench-  • 
man  himself,  but  his  judgment  as  tu  the  future  of  the  county  was  accepted 
by  them.  The  following  families  are  among  the  number:  Theodore  Rich- 
ard, Anton  Guyett,  Eli  Frankers,  Frankie  Frankers,  Samuel  DeMars,  Napo- 
leon Renville,  Calvin  Mayhew,  Louis  Guyett,  Edward  Morrow,  Fred  Cota, 
Pearly  Morrow,  Albert  Mayhew.  Oliver  Marcotte,  Thomas  Marcotte,  Isaac 
DeTour  and  John  DeTour  and  others.  A  few  other  families  settled  in  Clay 
county,  just  across  the  line. 

The  following  table  gives  the  niunber  of  people,  by  nations,  in  O'Brien 
county  where  both  parents  are  foreigners : 
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Austria  ...........  25 

Trench  Canadians  .  8 

Canadians   73 

Denmark   35 

England   142 

Fiance    4 

Germany  ,  2,419 


Ireland  ^   256 

Norway   220 

Russia   7 

Scotland   71 

Sweden   141 

Switzerland   10 


Wales 


18 


Holland    452      Other  torcigners   229 


POPULATION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 


i860 
1863 
1865 
1870 

1880 


8 
40 
30 
71S 
3.349 
4»i55 


1885 


8.3»9 


1890  13,060 


1895 
1900 

1905 
I910 


.15.609 
.16.985 
.16,710 
.17.262 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

UPBUILDING. 


taxpayers'  association. 

Inasmuch  as  this  association  as  an  organization  lasted  from  1877  until 
1881,  a  full  statement  of  its  work  in  the  county  will  be  given. 

constitutional  limitation. 

The  Constitution  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  in  very  plain  langiia^^e.  says  that 

any  debt  contracted  bv  a  county  in  excess  of  five  per  cent  on  it-^  \  alnation  is 
absolutely  void.  Thv  jjeople  in  O'Rricn  county  hy  ih\<  imu-  (  1S77  )  wire  in 
quite  large  numbers,  about  two  thousand  seven  IuukIiciI.  and  this,  in  fact, 
was  about  the  time  the  county  should  have  been  organized.  The  people  when 
once  awakened  became  very  indignant. 

To  the  indignant  and  taxed  voter  this  five  per  cent.  limitation  seemed 
clear  and  that  the  remedy  must  be  sure.  And  tnily  it  was  a  (it  sjihjcct  for 
public  wrath.  Many  gotxl  citizens  felt  that  there  was  no  moral  obligation  to 
pay  the  unjust  portion,  and  some  1^1  decisions  of  high  import  seemed  to  in> 
dicate  a  fair  prospect  of  defeating  it.  and  its  defeat  was  naturally  agitated. 
The  main  discussion  centered  around  section  three  of  article  eleven  of  the 
state  Constitution,  though  lesser  questions  were  incidental  to  it. 

ORGANIZATION  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

A  well  organized  Taxpayers'  Association  was  the  result.  It  grew  rap- 
idly and  at  one  time  included  a  goml  majority  of  the  i>eople  of  the  whole 
county.  The  debt  (|uei>tion  was  practically  settled  January  4,  1881,  yet  the 
association  continued  its  activities  until  about  1890.  While  the  writer  did  not 

coincide  with  this  effort  to  defeat  the  debt,  he  has  always  recognized  that  this 

association  did  a  goud  work  in  the  county,  in  assisting  in  and  insisting  that  the 
I)ad  work  coninieiued  in  iSU)  ■should  nut  continue.  The  writer,  in  1879.  was 
atkcd  by  the  members  of  the  l  axpaNcrs'  Association  to  run  tor  county  auditor 
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oil  that  ticket,  lit.  disagreeing  with  them  on  that  subject,  it  placed  hint  on 
the  other  side,  and  he  was  elected  in  1S79  to  that  office  on  the  side  of  payment 
of  the  iM  debt.  This  organization  was  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
defeatin<:^  this  old  debt  in  whole  ur  in  part,  to  agitate  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
and  to  cnhst,  not  only  citizens,  but  nonresident  land  owners,  to  contribute  in 
money,  on  the  argument  that  it  the  debt  were  defeated  taxes  would  be  les- 
sened.  Thnre  is  no  doubt  that  the  cotmty  would  have  been  a  unit  on  this  ques- 
tion had  there  not  been  in  the  opinion  of  many  still  higher  questions  that  they 
thought  should  control,  namely: 

1.  The  injiny  to  the  credit  of  the  county  and  its  later  results  on  the 
coanty. 

2.  In  the  judgment  of  many.  iinpractical)lc. 

3.  The  still  more  serious  (inestion  that  the  county  had  hatl  its  day  in 
court,  or  res  adjudicata,  with  due  service  of  notice  on  the  proper  county 
officials,  and  this  these  sharpers,  many  of  whom  were  good  lawyers,  had 
looked  after.  In  other  words,  that  the  United  States  courts  do  not  render 
serious  judgments  for  nothing  or  as  a  |)astime.  By  this  time.  1877,  about 
two-thirds  of  the  wliolc  debt  had  been  thus  rendered  into  judgnient.  and 
that  ])ortion  that  had  not  been  put  into  judgment  had  been  intermingled  w  ith 
the  judgments  and  put  into  bonds,  until  it  was,  as  was  thought  by  many,  im- 
practicable to  separate  them. 

BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS  IN  UMBO. 

One  humorous  event  happened.  On  one  lai^  judgment  rendered  a 
mandamus  was  issued,  commanding  the  board  of  supervisor.s  to  make  a  levy 
of  taxes  to  pay  it.  They  delayed  and  did  not  act.  They  (in  1875)  were 
cited  t(»  ap|H.'ar  before  the  I  nitvd  States  court  at  I)c>  Moines  to  show  why 
they  should  not  be  punished  lor  contempt  of  court.  The  U^ard.  by  its  cliair- 
man,  asked  by  what  authority  their  action  or  nonaction  cotdd  be  interfered 
with.  Judge  Love  replied  that  "It  was  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
court,  and  that  the  Unite<l  States  court  did  not  art  trivially  "  In  result,  the 
conrf"<  writ  said  in  plain  I'.n.ijlish.  to  the  l)oard,  to  make  the  levy  or  go  to 
jail,  and  so  the  court  informed  them.  The  board  nuide  the  levy.  Put  into 
common  language,  the  decisions  of  the  courts  held  that  this  five  per  cent, 
limitation  was  a  defense  that  the  county  could  have  made,  but,  failing  to 
interpose  when  judgment  was  rendered,  its  day  in  court  had  been  had  and  the 
cotmty  dosed  out 


Digitized  by  Google 


78 


O'BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


This  effort  to  defeat  the  debt  (or  Taxpayers'  Association)  was  the  out- 
growth of  a  righteous  indignation,  and  taxpayers'  popular  meetings  were 
held  all  over  the  county.  Attorneys  were  employed.  The  records  were 
thoroughly  searched,  in  which  hoth  sides  of  the  question  were  Hiscussed. 
It  was  (liscnsse<l  in  schnfil  house  lycinims.  All  citizens  were  hent  on  a  full 
search  to  tind  out  the  situatiou.  An  injunction  was  issued  in  an  erniitv  suit 
in  the  district  court  of  the  county,  entitled,  "A.  P.  Powers  and  One  liuntlred 
and  Ninety-nine  Others,  Plaintiffs  vs.  O'Brien  County  and  its  Officers,  De- 
fendants," to  enjoin  the  payment  of  all  bonds  and  judgments  until  the  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  bonds  and  indebtedness  could  be  investigated. 

taxpayers'  ASSOaATION  PICNIC, 

It  is  not  every  picnic  which  could  be  dignified  to  a  place  as  an  historic 
item,  even  county  wide.  This  was.  however,  one  of  tlie  most  imi)ortant  pub- 
lic gatherings  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  writer  attended.  There  were 
about  four  hundred  people  there,  mainly  from  the  eastern  part.  The  meet- 
ing was  seHous.  Grasshoppers  had  eaten  everything  up.  It  was  held  in 
July,  187S,  on  Waterinan  creek  in  Grant  township.  Taxes  were  high. 
^Tany  were  refusing  to  pay  taxes,  and  had  done  so  for  four  years.  It  was 
indeed  a  riglueous  wrath.  The  (juestion  was  di.scus.sed  quite  a  portion  of 
the  day,  and  very  earnestly.  The  writer  was  then  a  very  young  man,  and 
was  somewhat  loth  to  be  too  positive,  though  he  had  looked  it  up  and  came 
to  the  conclusion,  for  reasons  stated  above,  that  defeat  of  the  debt  was  out 
of  the  question,  as  had  also  decided  many  others  who  were  there.  The 
writer  was  called  upon,  and  stated  that  he  did  not  come  to  interfere  with  the 
meeting,  but  had  come  to  the  aforesaid  conclusion,  and  sat  down  without 
discussion.  Later  it  was  insisted  that  he  go  into  the  question.  Colonel 
Hepburn  was  expected  to  qwak.  He  had  delivered  the  Fourth  of  July 
speech  there  that  year,  and,  as  a  sentimental  question,  gave  a  very  fervid 
opinion  that  it  should  be  l>eaten.  He  later  on  looked  it  up  and  came  to  the 
same  conclusion  that  it  was  not  practical.  Many  took  part,  each  s]>eaking  at 
length,  Messrs.  Schce.  J.  L.  £.  Peck  and  Harley  Day  in  favor  of  payment 
and  Messrs.  Huse  Woo^.  Raljdi  Dodge,  Thomas  Steele  and  others  in  favor 
of  defeating  it  in  the  courts.  It  is  too  long  to  enter  into  the  discussions  of 
the  day.  One  item  will  sutlicc  to  show  the  fervidness  of  the  meeting.  As 
stated,  many  had  not  paid  taxes  for  several  years.  Mr.  Steele  jmnped  up 
and  said,  "that  the  farmers  of  O'Brien  county  would  camp  out  on  their 
farms,  and  would  not  pay  a  cent  of  taxes,  and  that  they  would  hang  to  the 
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nearest  wagon  tongue  the  first  county  ofViccr  who  would  attempt  to  collect 
a  ooit  of'  tax  for  the  purpose."  This  expression  came  frotn  an  honest 
heart  and  was  in  essence  a  righteous  condemnation  of  a  great  moral  wrong 
that  had  been  done.  On  mural  lines  and  as  applied  to  Bosler,  Cofer  &  Own- 
pany  it  was  unanswerable,  l^nt  the  ar<rtiment  on  the  side  of  payment  pre- 
vailcfl,  namely,  that,  whether  rit^ht  or  wmni;,  the  coontv  had  iK'en  in  court 
and  judgments  rendered;  that  they  were  closed  out;  that  it  was  impracticable; 
that  in  the  future  judgment  of  O'Brien  county  and  its  future  dtizens  tint 
tbqr  would  fed  a  higher  sense  of  honor  in  having  paid  even  an  unjust  debt, 
even  a  fraudulent  debt,  which  it  was.  than  to  have  a  prolonged  fight'  for 
years,  and  that  the  future  people  would  be  the  lietter  satisfied.  At  that  meet- 
ing Mr.  Steele's  statement  was  cheered  to  the  echo.  .Still  the  day's  discussion 
drew  the  lines  sharply  throughout  the  county.  The  people  began  to  see  that 
there  were  two  sides  to  the  question,  and  articles  were  written  in  the  papers, 
and  discussed  m  many  ways.  Mr.  Steele's  statement  voiced  public  indigna- 
tion. 

THE  TWO  SIDBS. 

The  leaders  and  prime  movers  in  this  Taxpayers'  Association  were  A. 

P.  Powers,  W.  H.  Woods  ("Huse" ) .  Thomas  J.  Steele  and  hundreds  of  others, 
and  inclndint^  F  Kindig.  Ralph  DtKige  and  Joseph  Rowland,  members  of  the 
f)oar(l  On  the  other  side  were  Thomas  Holmes,  Ezra  M.  Brady,  Jacob 
\Vi>li  and  William  Oliver,  members  of  the  board,  and  a  solid  delegation  of 
the  then  county  officials,  Georgt  W.  Schee,  then  county  auditor,  and  J.  L. 
E.  Peck  following  him  in  the  office,  T.  J.  .Mexander,  treasurer,  Hubert 
Sprague.  recorder,  Harley  Day  and  David  Algyer.  county  sm-h  riii**  iidents. 
and  William  X.  .Strong  and  I-Vank  X.  Derby,  each  clerks  and  later  tn  a^nrers. 
These  men  each  threw  their  weight  on  tlie  side  of  payment,  as  Ud  many 
i^hers  in  the  county.  But  the  majority  sentiment  of  the  county  tinally  settled 
to  this  policy,  as  the  only  way  out  of  the  dilemma.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that 
this  main  suit  brought  by  .\.  P.  Powers  was  never  tried  In  court,  as  a  court 
trial.  In  all  reality  it  was  tried  by  the  court  of  public  opinion  and  discussion. 
The  Ta.\i)ayers'  AsstKiation  served  its  purpose  and  a  useful  mission.  Its 
agitation  aided  in  bringing  order  out  of  chaos.  Many  meetings  were  hdd  in 
various  parts  of  the  county. 

This  important  and  far-reaching  suit  was  brought  in  the  district  court 
of  O'Hricn  county,  as  stated,  by  A.  P.  Powers  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  others  as  plaintiffs  and  landowners  to  stop  and  enjoin  the  county  treas- 
urer by  injunctit»n  from  paying  these  bonds  or  county  debt.    It  was  taken 
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to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state.  The  question  was  raised  that  each  plain- 
tiff must  bring  his  own  suit.  Two  hundred  resident  and  nonresident  land- 
owners had  itniletl  in  the  suit  ()n  tlie  l>elief  that  they  could  thus  join.  The 
>upreme  court  decided  on  October  d.  iSSo.  in  effect  that  they  could  not  so 
join.  (Sec  case  of  .\.  T.  i'owers  and  One  ilundreti  ami  Xinciy-ninc  Others 
VS.  O'Brien  County,  in  54  Iowa  Supreme  Court  Re|]orts,  i^age  501,  for  the 
decision.)  This  dedsim  also  held  that  it  would  not  enjoin  that  part  of  the 
debt  or  those  parts  of  the  debt  given  for  actual  necessities.  These  bondholtl- 
ers  had  mixed  these  parts  of  the  deht  for  necessities,  the  good  with  the  l»d. 
until  it  was  seen  that  an  endless  chain  of  litigation  was  to  follow.  This 
decision  practically  paralyzed  further  proceedings.  The  hoard  had  refused 
to  bring  the  suit.  The  United  States  court  had  hdd  that  the  board  only 
could  bring  it  in  that  court.  Add  to  this  the  further  outlook  that  c\cn  after 
such  an  injunction  was  fought  through  and  even  su^^taincd.  thai  the  Itond- 
holiiers.  not  yet  made  parties,  could  go  into  court  each  separately  and  test 
out  these  several  rights  and  questions,  and  the  still  further  fact  that  it  was 
tying  up  the  county  business — all  ccmtrilwited  to  its  final  dismissal.  Both 
sides  agreed  that  the  debt  as  such  was  unjust.  It  was  simply  a  question 
whether  to  fight  it  was  practical.  The  court's  decisions  thus  far  seemed  to 
sustain  the  contention  of  the  side  advocating  payment  as  the  hest  road  ont 
of  the  bad  matter.  The  meshes  of  the  law  seemed  too  intricate  lu  practically 
contest  out  such  complications.  A.  P.  Powers.  '*Huse"  Woods  and  many 
other  leaders  in  this  lai^  movement  spent  much  time  in  this  earnest  effort 
to  defeat  this  unjust  debt.  Three  months  after  this,  on  January  4.  1881, 
the  county,  by  its  Imard  of  supervisors,  rcbondcd  the  whole  debt,  as  sliown 
elseu  here,  and  followetl  up  with  the  policy  of  payment  of  the  debt,  antl  the 
last  bond  was  paid  oflf  in  1908.  The  Taxpayers'  Association  employed  the 
legal  firm  of  Miller  &  Godfrey,  of  Des  Moines,  the  chief  members  being 
judge  William  E.  Miller,  prior  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa. 
The  tirm  of  Joy  &  Wright,  of  Sioux  City,  represented  the  other  side  of  the 
question. 

RESUMPTION  OF  CASH  PAYMSNTS. 

During  tiiese  years  it  also  occurred  that  thousands  of  dollars  of  worthy 
C'tunty  warrants  were  issued  for  necessities  and  sujiplies,  and  presented  and 
marked  "Not  paid  for  want  of  futuis.  "  Up  to  1876  not  even  a  list  of  the 
items  of  debt  or  list  of  bonds  or  judgments  had  been  prepared.  The  specula- 
tors, however,  had  looked  to  it  in  each  set  of  bonds  isstied  that  a  rescdution 
ordering  this  and  that  bond  was  drawn  up  in  legal  shape  and  recorded  in 
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the  supervisors'  record.  George  W.  Schee  was  dected  in  1875  to  qualify 
January  i,  1876,  on  the  conditions  that  these  dehts  and  judgments  and  bonds 

must  be  looked  into,  made  of  record  and  the  public  informed  of  the  results. 
Mr.  Schfc  made  tlie  first  tabnlaled  list  of  the  indebtedness;  indeed  it  was  an 
exhaustive  search  of  every  pt>ssible  delH,  bund  and  judgment,  rendered  in 
the  various  courts,  and  tabulated  tliem  in  a  record  purchased  by  the  board 
expressly  for  that  purpose.  Therein  Mr.  Schee  rendered  the  county  a  very 
great  service  in  putting  matters  into  shape  where  the  people  were  informed 
of  the  real  condition  and  what  the  county  was  v\)  a-^ainst.  The  more  the 
scarcli,  the  deeper  and  more  deplorable  it  was  found.  Tlie  debt  as  finally 
summed  up  (and  liis  tabulation  stood  the  test  of  the  later  years  of  exanuna- 
tion),  showed  a  total  debt  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  in 
1876  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  i88a  All  that  had 
been  bonded  bore  ten  per  cent.  The  annual  interest,  therefor^  reached 
abi>ve  twenty  thousand  dollars.  .\s  this  was  not  being  paid,  it  was  simply 
adding  itself  to  the  unfortunate  situation. 


It  was  pcriiaps  ten  tlays  after  the  above  taxjMiyers"  picnic  in  Grant  tuwn- 
^ip  that  a  meeting,  not  of  the  mass,  but  of  perhaps  iifteen  men,  met  in  the 
hardware  store  of  Ezra  M.  Brady,  induding,  as  nearly  as  the  writer  can 
from  memory  give  them:  Mr.  Brady.  Ge<irge  W.  Schee.  J.  L.  E.  Peck, 
William  W.  Johnson.  Isaac  W.  Daggett.  Ilarley  Day.  (ieorge  Ilakeman, 
Hul>ert  Spraguc.  C.  Longshore,  Thomas  Holmes  and  perhaps  others.  They 
all  agreed  that  something  had  to  be  done.  It  was  not  a  called  meeting,  but 
the  discussion  brought  them  together.  The  one  theme  was  to  see  what  could 
be  done  to  put  tiie  county  on  a  cash  basis  where  it  could  resume  cash  pay- 
ments of  its  outside  obligations.  At  that  meeting  it  seemed  to  be  conceded 
that  the  ])olicy  proposetl  by  the  Taxpaxers'  Association  was  impracticable, 
and  that  something  more  substantial  must  be  the  final  policy  of  the  county. 
In  addition  to  the  twentyothree  thousand  dollar  hrterest  on  tiie  public  debt, 
tfiere  was  the  regular  annual  running  expenses,  which  required  three  dollars 
in  county  warrants  for  each  dollar  needed.  It  was  insisted  that  the  public 
finances  could  not  '<tand  up  under  such  a  strain,  thnt  the  county  nuist  be  put 
on  a  cash  basis.  i  lie  tax  lists  were  care  fully  examined  and  the  amount  that 
was  likely  to  be  collected  from  taxes  determined.  Then  it  was  urged  that 
for  a  trial  year  that  the  expenses  of  the  county  must  be  kept  within  the  sum. 


ANOTHER  NOTABLE  MEETING. 
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It  was  further  decided  that  the  board  of  supervisors  l)e  asked  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion, in  effect,  discardinfj;  for  the  time  ])eing  all  back  debts,  so  far  as  any 
present  effort  to  pay  same.  This  resolution  was  finally  adopted  to  apply 
to  the  year  1879,  the  resolution  reading  that  all  county  warrants  for  that  year 
should  have  endorsed  thereon  in  red  ink  the  words:  "Issued  on  the  levies 
of  1^79,"  which  meant  that  all  expenses  of  ttiat  year  should  be  paid  out  of 
the  taxes  collected  for  that  year  \\'hen  once  a  man  could  ijet  one  hundred 
cents  on  the  dollar  for  his  warrant,  it  liecame  at  once  worth  one  hundred 
cents.  The  plan  worked  immediately,  and  for  all  time  thereaftjer.  The 
total  expenses  on  the  county  ftmd  for  this  last  year  of  the  term  of  George  W. 
Schec  as  auditor  was  just  a  little  over  five  thtmsand  dollars,  and  for  1880, 
the  first  year  of  J.  L.  E.  Peck  as  auditor,  alnnit  six  thousand  dohars.  T.ater 
on,  when  the  county  got  a  surplus  of  funds,  the  older  and  then  discarded 
warrants  outstanding  were  paid  in  full,  and  O'Brien  county  established  on  a 
cash  basis.  It  was  hardly  a  case  of  resumption,  as  the  county  had  never 
been  on  a  cash  basis  since  its  organization.  It  was  rather  a  case  of  establish- 
ment of  that  condition.  The  real  credit  for  the  originating  of  this  plan  must 
largely  lie  given  to  Geort^e  \V.  Schee.  Kzra  M.  Brady  and  Thomas  Holmes, 
and  to  its  fulHlhuent,  to  the  board,  then  composed  of  Thomas  Holmes.  Ralph 
Dodge,  J.  H.  Wolf.  Ezra  M.  Brady^  William  Olhrer,  Emanuel  Kindig  and 
Joseph  Rowland,  who  were  among  the  members  of  the  board  during  the 
following  two  years.  It  was  not  simply  in  the  poliqr  ^US  adopted,  but  the 
principle  was  carried  out  in  the  details  of  pnb'ic  cx]>onses  l"or  instance, 
the  board  insisted  that  the  auditors,  George  W.  Scliee  and  J.  L.  E.  Peck, 
should  serve  for  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum  salary,  this  being  later  on 
enlarged  to  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  All  other  officials  and 
expenses  were  put  on  a  snnilar  basis. 


As  we  have  shown,  the  citizens  quite  generally  for  four  years  up  to  1880 

had  refused  to  pay  their  taxes,  on  the  line  of  the  picnic  speech  by  Thomas  J. 
Steele,  candidate  for  connt\  auditor.  The  stattitory  ]>enal(ies  had  added 
largely  to  the  amoiuU  r>t  ta.xes  due.  At  the  tax  sale  held  Octol^er  7.  1880. 
conducted  by  T.  J.  Alexander,  treasurer,  and  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  county  auditor, 
these  delinquent  lands  were  sold  for  these  four  or  less  years  as  per  the  facts, 
for  full  taxes  and  penalties.  A  tax  sale  purchaser  under  the  then  law,  got 
a  pciialtv  at  once  added  of  twenty  per  cent,  a-  nti  inducement  to  purchase, 
and  then  ten  i^er  cent,  interest  on  the  whole  amount.    This,  in  connection 
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with  the  fact  that  the  values  of  land  had  risen  somewhat,  and  the  further 
fact  that  the  county  had  at  this  date  been  on  a  cash  basis  for  one  year,  and 

the  people  were  petting  heart  again,  hrought  oiif  a  large  numlwr  of  bidders 
and  was  the  largest  tax  sale  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  sale,  together 
with  funds  from  a  prior  sale,  amounted  to  thirty  thousand  dollars.  In  the 
regular  course  of  funds,  this  sum  should  have  been  distributed  to  the  several 
cotinty,  poor,  bridge  and  school  funds,  as  per  levies,  and  in  theory  of  law 
it  could  have  been  ctifminl.  Tht-  hoard,  liowever.  took  tin-  hull  hy  the  horns, 
as  it  were,  discarded  the  question  nt  funds,  and  a|)|)lierl  the  whole  thirty 
thousand  bodily  on  the  debt  oi  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
This,  as  can  be  seen,  reduced  the  debt  to  even  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
While  in  a  sense  it  was  illegal,  yet  as  the  four  years  were  past,  and  even  the 
schools  needed  only  the  coming  current  year's  taxes,  the  people  justified  the 
board's  action.  Tt  was  one  of  the  very  few  cases  where  a  direct  violation  of 
law  proved  a  crowning  success.  At  all  events,  this  payment  and  reduction  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  debt  gave  new  heart  to  the  people.  It 
was  the  first  lifting  of  a  dark  doud. 

KEBONDING  OF  JANUARY  4,  1881. 

On  January  4,  1881,  on  the  opening  of  the  second  year  of  the  term  of 

J.  L.  F..  Peck  as  county  auditor,  a  further  decisive  action  was  taken  hy  the 
Ix>ard.  Ten  [)er  cent  interest  on  this  deht  still  loomed  up  as  a  hard  fate. 
On  that  date  a  resolution  was  passed  to  rehond  this  rcinainini,'  two  hun<Ired 
thousand  dollars  of  the  debt  by  an  issue  of  new  bonds  to  take  up  all  out- 
standing matters  and  to  bear  seven  per  cent,  instead  of  ten  per  cent,  thus 
reducing  the  annual  interest  six  thousand  dollars.  This  also  revived  the 
spirits  of  the  people.  The  grasshoppers  had  quit,  which  had  also  lifted 
further  the  clouds.  The  reduction  of  the  annual  expen.se  on  the  county  fund 
to  tive  thousand  dollars,  and  even  as  late  as  1883  to  eight  thousand  dollars, 
broke  loose  still  more  clouds,  for  the  blue  sky  and  the  sun  to  shine  through. 
The  effort  to  defeat  the  debt  vanished  entirely,  and  this  fact  gave  the  county, 
as  well  as  individual  obligations  and  land  loans,  a  bet(cr  credit.  Land  began 
to  he  quoted  as  a  thing  of  real  value,  though  even  then  at  onlv  from  five  to 
eight  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  people  began  to  realize  the  dream  of  a  home 
in  O'Brien  county.  It  took  seventeen  thousand  signatures  for  the  c«ninty 
auditor  to  sign  those  bonds  and  the  coupons  of  interest  attadied.  which  still 
said  that  the  county  had  a  yoke  on  its  neck.  The  railroads  were  in  the  mean- 
time  being  actually  built,  the  Milwaukee  in  1878  and  the  Northwestern  in 
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1881,  and  the  people  began  to  conclude  tliiit  we  might  even  yet  amount  to 
something.  New  settlers  were  added  and  people  began  to  talk  of  the  grass- 
hopper times  as  a  past  calamity.   Still  later  on  this  debt  was  again  rebonded 

and  the  interest  this  time  reduced  to  five  and  still  later  to  four  and  one-half 
per  cent,  and  the  |)e(ii)le  bciraii  tn  see  the  clear  sky  clear  ilown  to  the  horizon. 
Hut  even  then  the  jxjople  were  exclaiming  that  if  their  land  ever  got  up  to 
twenty-five  dollars  per  acre  it  would  be  the  top,  and  they  would  sell  at  once, 
which  many  of  them  did,  little  dreaming  that  right  here  in  O'Brien  county 
was  a  soil  unequalled  anywhere  on  earth,  and  that  in  this,  year  of  grace  19 14 
it  would  actually  sell  for  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  The  last 
diousand  dollars  of  the  debt  was  paid  off  in  the  year  1908. 


CHAPTER  V. 


HOMESTEADS  AMD  FREE  LAKD5. 


SQUATTER  LANDS — LITIGATION  OVER  THE  OVTRLAPPING  LAKDS. 

The  long-drawn-out  contest,  or  series  of  contests,  over  the  o\ erlappinj^ 
lands  in  O'Brien  county  commenced  with  the  "siiiiatter  '  in  1882  and  did 
not  end  until  1910,  and  even  yet,  for  several  years,  some  of  the  fragments 
will  appear  in  the  courts.  It  has  included  several  score  of  forcible  cntrj 
and  detainer  suits,  before  justices  of  the  m-ace.  for  possession,  probably 
about  eitjht  hundred  suits  and  litigations  in  the  district  court  of  the  coiuity. 
several  hundred  larger  and  test  suits  in  the  district  and  circuit  courts  ot  the 
United  States,  probably  forty  of  same  being  before  the  circuit  court,  and 
half  that  number  before  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  at  St.  Paul  and  St  Louis, 
and  perhaps  about  ten  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  In 
addition  to  this,  every  tract  in  eighties  or  (|tiarter  sections  has  l>een  l)ef«)re 
the  land  court  of  the  United  States  land  oliice  at  Des  Moines,  comprising 
two  hundred  and  fifty  separate  hearings,  with  rehearings  and  intermediate 
items,  with  large  numbers  appealed  to  the  general  land  office,  and  quite  a 
nundier  of  hearings  had  before  the  secretary  of  the  interior.  There  have 
Ijeen  several  special  acts  of  Congress  directed  specifiralh  tn  the  lands  in 
O  llritn  county,  and  the  matter  has  engaged  the  attcntinn  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  state  of  Iowa  in  about  a  dozen  acts  and  amendments.  It  is 
not  every  county  that  will  receive  a  special  proclamation  by  the  President 
of  die  United  States,  but  such  was  the  case  in  the  proclamation  of  President 
Grover  Cleveland  in  1896  in  opening  up  these  Sioux  City  lands  to  homestead 
entry.  The  (pKstions  involved  several  governors  and  attorney-generals  of 
Iowa.  Probabl}'  one  hundred  and  titty  attorneys  ha\e  been  engaged  on  one 
side  or  the  other  in  tiie  multitude  of  items  in  litigation.  Even  such  men  as 
the  celebrated  Judge  William  Lawrence  and  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  have 
given  it  their  attention.  The  board  of  supervisors  of  O'Brien  county  for 
twenty-five  years  have  at  almost  every  ses.-sion  had  some  tangled  question 
relating  to  taxes,  either  with  the  railroads  or  w  ith  die  squatters.  Squatters' 
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unions  of  litigants  were  continuous  for  twenty  year';,  organized  to  keep  up 
united  investigation  and  action  from  their  stancl])oint. 

It  involved  two  divisions  of  lands.  That  known  as  the  Chicago^  Mil- 
waukee &  St  Paul  Railroad  Gjmpany,  or,  as  we  shall  for  brevitjr  call  them, 
the  Milwaukee  lands,  involved  forty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  and  fifty-two  hundri-dths  acres,  r.nd  which  were  patented  to  that  road 
by  the  United  States  on  September  27,  i.S,S6.  Tlic  second  division,  com- 
posed of  twenty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-nnic  and  eighty-tive 
hundredths  acres  in  O'Brien  county  and  eight  hundred  acres  in  Didcinsoa 
county,  were  originally  granted  to  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  Company  on 
May  12,  1864.  but  which  they  failed  to  earn,  as  we  shall  see  herein.  The 
claims  of  this  latter  road  fonn  the  basis  of  the  contentions  we  will  recite  in 
this  chapter.  The  real  questions  involved  were  finally  submitted  to  and 
decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  on  October  21.  1895. 
in  favor  of  the  squatters  and  the  President's  prodamation  opened  the  same 
to  homestead  entry,  as  preferred  entrymen  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  14,  1880,  which  act  provided  that  whoever  took  actual  l)ona  fide  posses- 
sion of  aiiv  vacant  tract  of  public  land,  whether  surveyed  or  unsurveyed, 
in  good  faith  intention  to  make  .same  a  home,  should  have  the  tirst  thirty 
days'  right  after  prodamation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  that 
same  was  subject  to  entry,  to  file  his  application  and  proofs  of  possession. 
In  fact,  the  matter  has  been  one  of  the  biggest  single  items  of  public  interest 
ever  in  the  c<^unty,  and  forms  the  basis  or  reason  for  devoting  a  lengthy 
dttpter  in  giving  its  details. 

The  first  half  of  the  fight  included  both  the  Milwaukee  and  Sioux  City 
lands.  The  whole  trouble  and  litigation  grew  out  of  the  crude  and  incon- 
sistent acts  of  Congress  in  making  its  grant  of  lands  to  aid  railroads  in  their 
construction  in  the  newer  countries  or  sections  where  the  traffic  of  railroads 
would  not  collect  a  paying  revenue  to  run  and  manage  a  road. 

GRANTING  ACT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  ConjL^ress  of  the  I'nited  States,  on  May  12.  1M64.  passed  an  act  for 
the  grant  of  lands  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  in  alternate  sections  of  land,  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  railroads,  namely,  granting  one  himdred  sections,  or 
about  sixty-four  thousand  acres,  for  each  section  of  ten  miles  of  a  fully 

ecjuipped  railroad  bailt. 

This  grant  applied  to  both  the  Chicat;o.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad 
Company  and  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  Railroad.    Each  of  these  roads  was 
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first  known  by  the  name  of  the  construction  conij)any  building  same,  but  to 
avoid  confusion  \vc  will  speak  of  them  by  their  later  names.  The  prant,  in 
result,  provided  that  the  Milwaukee  conii)an>-  should  be  built  from  Mc- 
Gr^r,  Iowa,  west  and  form  a  junction  with  the  Sioux  City  road  in  O'Brien 
county,  or,  as  it  later  developed,  at  Sbddon,  Iowa. 

These  lands  were  to  be  selected  in  alternate  sections,  by  the  odd  num- 
bers, under  certain  conditions  within  the  ten-milf  limits,  and  under  certain 
otlier  conditions  within  twenty  miles  of  the  respective  lines  uf  road.  Thus 
it  may  be  seen  that  in  the  very  grant  itself  the  subject  of  friction  was  laid 
and  at  once  became  a  bone  of  contention  between  the  two  roads.  This 
question  arises  at  each  point  of  tosty  miles  square  wherever  two  great  roads 
cross,  receiving  such  a  f^rant.  but  as  two  rf>ads  can  only  cross  once,  and  as 
these  grants  were  niade  only  to  Iohl;  tlirough  lines,  there  are  but  tew  such 
cases,  and  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  O'Brien  county  to  be  inflicted  for  twenty-five 
years  widi  tiie  litigations  of  sudi  an  overlap  of  lands,  hence  called  "overlap- 
ping lands." 

FISST  PIGKT  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  BAILKOADS. 

The  first  legal  contest  occurred  between  the  two  railroads  to  determine 
what  those  overlapping  interests  caused  by  this  grant  meant  This  was 
brought  on  by  a  suit  in  equity  brought  in  tlw  United  States  circuit  coart  at 
Sioux  City.  Iowa,  in  1884  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad 
as  plaintitT  against  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  and  Elias 
F.  Drake  and  Alexander  H.  Rice  as  Trustees  (later  Mr.  Rice  resigned  and 
Amherst  H.  Wilder  was  named  in  his  place),  and  who  were  hdders  of  said 
lands  as  trustees  to  scqik  two  miUion  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 
bonds  of  said  road,  to  raise  funds  to  build  same,  John  II.  Gear,  Governor  of 
Iowa,  and  J.  K.  Powers,  Raster  of  the  State  Land  Office  tor  Iowa,  de- 
fendants. 

There  were  many  legal  questions  involved  relating  to  the  relative  rights 
of  the  lands  within  the  ten-mile  and  twenty-mile  limits.  In  brief,  the  court 
dealt  with  the  matter  on  equity  principles  as  in  partition  of  lands,  solving 

it  out  in  sundry  classes  according  to  those  rights,  but,  in  result,  giving  to 
each  road  its  particular  sections  or  parts  thereof  in  sole  ownership.  This 
suit  was  finally  submitted  to  Judge  Love,  October  7,  1886.  and  decided  as 
above.  A  referee  or  master  in  diancery  was  appointed  by  the  court  to  make 
the  actual  partiticm.  This  he  did  and  his  report  of  same  was  confirmed  and 
decree  rendered  December  18,  1886.  This  decree  will  be  found  recorded  in 
the  oflfice  of  the  cotmty  recorder.   But  this  decision  only  decided  the  matters 
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between  the  roads  ^msdves.  It  did  not  and  could  not  decide  whether  or 
not  the  roads  had  in  fact  earned  the  lands  under  the  grant 


This  altotment  of  lands  to  the  Milwaukee  road  was  in  fact  patented  to 
that  road  by  the  state  of  Iowa  under  the  patent  on  September  27,  1886.  and 

its  record  found  in  !>onk  2;^.  png^e  436.  of  deed  records  of  the  countv.  The 
question  of  its  title  to  these  lands  never  got  into  the  large  courts  seriously, 
though  Dr.  H.  M.  Hainblin  in  part  raised  the  question  at  one  time,  as  did 
the  lands  of  the  Sioux  City  Company.  The  question  of  its  title  and  the 
issuance  of  its  patents  was  solved  largely  in  the  general  land  office  at  Wash- 
ington. Thi>  cnm[)any  si.Id  all  this  lars^c  allotment  of  forty-one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ei^dity-scveii  and  hfty-tU'i  iuindredths  acres  to  the  W  estern 
Land  Company,  of  which  E.  McMnrtree  was  one  of  its  officers  and  chief 
manager  so  far  as  its  activities  in  this  county  were  concerned.  This  com- 
pany  had  many  years  of  contentions  with  the  squatters  hi  evictions,  as  below 
shown,  and  Mr.  McMnrtree  became  for  ten  years  a  well  known  and  fighting 
character  in  the  county  and  its  courts,  and  in  his  dealings  in  inducing  many 
of  them  to  purchase  and  in  evicting  by  writs  those  who  refused  to  purciiase. 
In  result,  its  titles  were  maintained. 

'  *        H  ^       OOUMENCBUBNT  OF  BXAL  SQUATTER  POSSESSION. 

The  real  squatting  on  lands  applied  to  the  lands  of  both  roads.  Credit 
must  be  given  to  the  discovery  of  the  real  squatter  idea  to  Dr.  Howard  M. 
Hamblin,  who  came  to  O'Brien  county  in  1881  and  purchased  school  lands  in 
Highland  township,  settling  in  I'rimghar.  He  proceeded  at  once  as  a 
squatter  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  1.  in  Dale  tcnvnship.  being  now 
a  part  of  Derby  &  Rowan's  addition  to  Primghar,  and  erected  a  residence  on 
what  is  now  Maxa  street  We  say  residence,  but  in  fact  it  was  a  aquatter's 
shanty,  though  of  the  better  variety.  Doctor  Hamblm  came  as  a  real  settler 
and  fanned  for  many  years  his  lands  in  Highland  township.  He  had  been 
an  office  holder  in  Washington  and  there  got  hold  of  this  s(|uatter  idea, 
lie  was  a  very  sanguine  man.  set  ]K)sitively  in  his  idea,  which  amounted 
almost  to  a  liol)by,  though  not  quite  sufficiently  practical  to  get  down  to  the 
real  legal  questions  involved,  which  all  saw  later  must  govern.  He  never 
got  down  to  the  real  fact  that  the  two  roads  were  not  on  the  same  footing, 
one,  the  Milwaukee  road,  having  already,  in  1878,  completed  its  road  to 
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Sheldon  as  per  the  grant,  while  the  Sioax  City  road  had  only  built  to  Le 

Mars,  Iowa,  which  was  finally  fatal  to  its  proofs  rclatiiifj  to  the  earning  of 
its  lands.  ti^jht  was  much  a  mass  tij^ht  apainst  all  railroads.  It  had  been 
true  that  both  roads  had  dilly-dallied  in  building,  waiting  as  long  as  they 
dared,  and  bnilding  only  when  they  had  to,  not  in  reality  fulfilling  the  real 
intent  of  Congress  to  aid  railroads  in  building  across  the  then  barren  prairie 
to  induce  settlers  to  come  in.  Indeed  the  roads  waited  for  the  settler  him- 
self. This  provided  the  argument  for  prejudice  ag^ainst  the  railroad.  Many 
squatters  accepted  tlii<  fiery  flrpfiinient  a,<;ainst  the  railroad  as  the  law, 
losing  sight  of  the  fact  that  ihc  courts  and  departments,  and  even  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  on  cold  principles  of  law,  must  and  did  finally 
decide.  Doctor  HamUin  proceeded  too  much  in  moral  efforts  with  mem* 
bcrs  of  Congress  and  the  Legislature  for  new  proceedtnga  and  enactments. 
He  evidently  overlooke<l  the  fact  that  even  Congress  by  new  enactment  could 
not  take  away  a  single  right  that  either  road  had  acquired  under  the  grant 
by  building.  The  roads  had  acquired  vested  rights  and  must  have  their  day 
to  court,  and  the  courts  only  cotild  decide  the  questions  finally.  . 

Doctor  Hamblin,  however,  was  a  very  active  and  persistent  man  and 
kept  the  roads,  as  well  as  the  squatters,  sittinfj  up  and  taking  notice.  He  was 
sincere  and  dealt  with  the  squatter  candidly  from  his  viewpoint.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  advcrti.sc  in  sundrv  Scandinavian,  Dane,  German  and  American 
papers,  that  there  were  large  tracts  of  homestead  land  subject  to  entry  in 
O'Brien  county.  He  talked  to  the  writer  as  county  auditor,  throi^h  whom 
he  purdiased  his  school  lands,  on  this  squatter  subject  as  early  as  t88o.  and 
wanted  him  to  go  into  the  matter.  This  was  discussed  in  the  county,  at  first 
faintly,  but  did  not  reach  a  stampede  or  influx  of  squatters  until  February 

22,  18S4. 

AN  EXCITED  CROWD. 

On  that  date  the  writer  arrived  home  from  a  trip  and  found  the  whole 
public  square  around  the  court  house,  and  every  hitching  post  in  town,  lined 
with  teams,  buggies,  wagons  and  saddle  horses  in  hundreds.  The  motky 
crowd  thus  called  together  were  much  excited  over  these  homestead  lands. 
People  came  during  the  next  several  days  and  wedcs  from  everywhere,  real 
homesteaders  of  the  Ixma  fide  class,  land  sju'culators,  promoters,  voting  men 
not  even  twenty-one  years  of  age,  even  ladies,  attorneys,  bankers,  business 
men  and  wealthy  people.  Many  foreigners  came  in  response  to  the  adver- 
tisements in  the  papers  and  with  small  idea  of  what  it  all  meant.   An  entry 
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for  homestead  may  be  made  be  lure  a  clerk  of  c<jurts,  provided  they  are  mure 
than  one  hundred  and  6ity  ndks  from  tihe  land  office  which  in  tins  case  they 
were.  This  fact,  together  with  getting  actual  possession,  brought  the  crowd 
The  clerk  could  not  make  out  papers  fast  enough.   The  writer  was  besieged 

for  advice  and  to  draw  pa]>crs.  He  pave  to  all  the  same  advice  as  did  most 
other  attiiriicvs,  namely,  that  he  would  draw  the  jxipers.  hut  that  the  whole 
law  question  or  questions  were  yet  unsolved  and  that  they  must  take  their 
chances  on  results. 

POSSESSION  KINB  POINTS  OP  THE  MW. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  14,  1880,  has  already  been  referred  to, 
giving  to  every  person  first,  in  possesion  of  sudi  govemmeni  lands  with 
bona  fide  intent,  the  first  thirty  days'  rig^t  to  enter  it  as  a  homestead.  This 
made  quick  work  necessary  to  get  j)ossession  and  to  make  a  bona  fide  show- 
ing of  a  home  and  house  and  to  be  actually  in  possession.  Much  of  it  would 
have  been  humorous  had  it  not  been  so  serious. 

Thus  far  and  for  six  years  this  e«itenient  applied  itself  to  the  lands  of 
botih  roads,  neither  Doctor  HamUin,  who  assumed  the  leadership,  nor  the 
squatters  in  their  choice  of  location  making  any  difference  as  to  which  lands 
they  jumped  or  took  possession  of. 

THE  OLDER  SETTLERS  BECOME  A  PACTOR. 

These  lands  being  the  odd  numljered  sections,  and  the  still  older  home- 
steaders of  1870-71-72  having  homesteaded  the  even  numbered  sections, 
many  of  them  for  one  reason  and  another  had  eitlier  broken  up  a  few  acres, 
or  broke  around  some  haystack  to  protect  them,  or  broke  up  a  strip  in  front 
of  their  premises  as  a  protection  against  prairie  fires,  or  built  some  cattle 
corral  or  shed,  sheep  shed,  granary  or  secondary  building  across  the  roads 
from  their  homes,  on  some  part  of  these  railroad  lands.  Many  of  these 
people  or  their  grown-up-sons  at  once  saw  the  point  of  possession,  and  many 
families  or  a  member  at  once  put  in  a  bed  or  a  cot,  stove  and  cupboard  and 
were  hoiisdceeping  within  a  few  hours.  OM  stoves  were  at  a  premiimi. 
Improvised  chimneys  were  built  in  old  sheds,  all  to  make  up  a  bona  fide 
appearance.  A  few  even  proceeded,  so  excited  were  they,  to  move  their 
main  substantial  buildings,  even  buildings  that  it  would  materially  damage 
to  so  remove.  These  new  comers  at  once  saw  that  they  had  to  get  quickly 
into  possession. 
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squatters'  shanties. 


As  one  can  see.  in  this  excitement  little  shacks  jumped  up  over  night 
all  over  these  lands,  and  resulted,  in  ntany  cases,  in  two  and  three  men  getting 
possession  the  same  day,  and  often  on  getting  up  in  the  morning  to  find 
themselves  "jumped,"  as  it  was  called  by  some  enterprising  squatter  who 

had  during  the  nif^jht  built  or  pulled  on  a  shanty  on  the  other  end  of  his  land. 
One  load  of  lumber  in  many  cases  built  a  "home."  often  at  a  cost  of  about 
fifteen  dollars.  In  the  later  litigation  on  the  Sioux  City  lands,  these  first 
sudden  possessions  became  in  fact  very  material. 


"Jumping"  brought  on  many  contentions.  Indeed,  in  many  cases, 
where  two  men  jumped  on  in  the  night,  and  on  different  parts  of  a  quarter 

section  of  land,  it  became  difficult  to  tell  or  prove  who  was  first.  Others 
openly  jumped  the  other  man  and  t<K)k  his  chances.  The  older  settlers  of 
1870-72  who  already  had  shacks  on  these  lands,  claimed  they  had  possession 
all  the  time  for  all  those  years.  This  brought  on  physical  combats,  and  even 
bnmiiigs  of  each  others'  buildings  and  openly  m'oving  eadi  other's  shacks 
off.  It  happened  in  many  instances,  for  even  a  number  of  years,  that  two 
men,  fully  knowing  the  facts,  would  put  double  crops  in  on  top  of  each  other, 
and  often  of  different  s;rains.  This  brouf^ht  on  litif,'ations  and  proceedings 
to  keep  the  peace,  i- arming  with  a  revolver  was  often  indulged  in.  Many 
forcible  entry  and  detainer  suits  for  possession  before  justices  of  the  peace 
were  brought  to  put  one  another  olS.  The  writer  participated  in  many  of 
them  as  attorney.   Many  odd  atid  amusing  scenes  took  pbce. 


I  will  give  one  actual  incident  to  illustrate.  One  dapper  little  attorney 
came  hurriedly  from  Chicago,  on  hearip};  of  the  excitement,  dressed  as  if 
out  of  a  band  box.  He  was  on  the  ground  early  and  proved  much  of  a 
scrapper.  He  hauled  two  separate  loads  of  lumber  on  two  separate  tracts, 
on  the  theoiy  that  he  would  at  least  succeed  on  one  of  them.  He  got  one 
load  hauled  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  29,  in  Center  township,  where 
Bert  Foskett  had  broke  up  and  farmed  a  little  strip  for  several  years,  ad- 
joining his  father's  fann.  Bert  heard  of  it  and  in  the  night  proceeded  to 
run  the  lumljer  up  into  the  attic  of  the  school  house  on  the  land.    The  Chi- 
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cago  attorney  in  the  morning  was  minus  his  hinibcr,  or  at  least  could  not  IukI 
it  He  had  Bert  arreste(f  for  stealing,'  tlie  himher.  The  writer  dclemied 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  intention  to  a])propriate  his  property,  simply 
to  hide  it  temporarily,  which  was  the  true  fact,  hence  nu  theft,  and  that 
theory  at  least  was  sustained.  In  the  meantime  during  the  two  days  occu- 
pied with  this  suit  Bert  had  built  a  counter  buildmg  of  fair  proportions  and 
established  hh  i)ossession.  It  being  Milwaukee  land,  he  later  hought  it  and 
got  title.  The  little  attornrv  who  had  eome  out  fnun  Chicago  with  (juite  a 
flourish  of  law.  after  sjK'nding  alxjut  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  he  told 
me,  went  home  in  disgust,  but  with  the  idea  that  "teaching  the  natives"  on 
western  wild  prairies  was  a  new  experience. 

PRETEXTS  OP  POSSESSION. 

The  1873  settlers,  who  had  been  for  twelve  years  in  the  habit  of  cutting 

hay  and  grazing  their  stock  on  these  odd  numbered  sections  of  land,  sought 
all  kinds  of  pretexts  for  claiming  possession*  some  winning  out  and  sonfe 
failing. 

A  "home"  in  a  big  dry  GOOD.S  BOX. 

One  man  got  so  excited  that  he  hustled  out  u  ith  a  big  dry  goods  Ix^x  and 
actually  slept  in  it  for  three  nights,  until  he  c<<\\kl  get  something  substantial 
on  the  ground,  and  in  his  case  he  actually  won  out. 

TWO  INCONSISTENT  STATUTES. 

First — [  have  already  referred  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  14,  1880, 
giving,  in  eft'ect,  the  squatter  first  in  possession,  with  bona  iide  intentions  to 
make  the  land  a  home«  tlie  first  thirty  days'  right  to  enter  same  when  declared 
to  be  opened  for  homestead  entry.  This  was  the  statute  under  whidi  the 
squatters  made  their  fight. 

Second — On  March  3.  1887.  (  ringrcss  passed  a  very  extensive  act  re- 
lating to  public  lands,  but  among  its  provisions  was  a  clause  providing  tliat 
any  purcliaser  of  land  from  a  railroad,  bona  Bde  in  good  faith,  whether 
earned  or  unearned,  shall  have  the  first  thirty  days'  right  to  purchase  the 
land  from  the  government  at  the  regular  government  price  of  two  and  fifty 
hundredths  dollars  or  four  hundred  dollars  per  quarter  section  of  land. 
This  was  evidently  passed  in  the  interest  of  the  railroads.  In  result,  it 
enabled  the  railroad  to  sell  and  get  the  full  value  of  the  land  less  this  lour 
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hundred  dollars  per  quarter  section,  and  this,  too,  whether  it  had  built  the 
road  or  not. 

Here,  however,  the  courts,  as  well  ris  tin-  squatters  and  railroads  and 
contract  holders  from  the  railroads,  found  two  diametrically  inconsistent 
Statutes,  each  gi\  ing  the  first  right  to  two  necessarily  opposing  men.  In  each 
case  the  phrase  "bona  fide"  or  good  faith  entered  as  a  requirement,  and  this 
opened  up  much  contciid'ng  evidence  of  eye  \vitiR-.-<os  in  the  later  hearings. 
The  Sioux  City  ntad  had  in  tht-  incantiiiie  atuicipatcd  the  matter  hy  selling: 
and  issuing  cuiitracts  tor  a  larj^c  ])art  of  this  twenty-nne  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  antl  htty-two  hundredths  acre.s  allotted,  but  not  earned. 
Then,  when  it  saw  that  a  real  contest  was  on  in  earnest,  proceeded  to  sell  all 
unsold  balance  in  one  drag-net  contract  to  one  Gotleib  Schwartz,  evidently 
to  make  one  last  clean-up.  Then  later,  hy  assignments  from  him  to  various 
other  parlies  it  was  sought  »i»  press  Ix'tore  the  courts  this  contract  and  these 
assignments  as  bona  fide  purchases,  but  this  nian  Schwartz  having  been  shown 
to  be  virtually  acting  for  the  road,  the  courts  after  long  litigation  held  them 
frauds.   Sonie  residents  of  the  county  even  helped  to  carry  out  tiiis  scheme. 


These  two  claimants,  the  squatter  homesteader  and  the  holder  of  one 

of  these  railroad  land  contracts,  brought  on  a  direct  contest  for  each  tract. 
This,  in  real  result,  necessitated  two  litigations.  The  hearings  or  trials 
before  the  land  orticc  or  land  court  at  Des  Moines  did  not  end  the  contest, 
not  even  when  appealed  to  \\  ashingtun.  This  tor  the  reason  that  the  land 
dSkt  is  not  what  is  known  in  law  as  a  court  of  record,  simply  an  adminis- 
trative department.  As  was  decided  by  the  courts,  the  parties,  squatters  and 
contract  holders,  had  not  had  their  day  in  court.  Hence  after  that  was  all 
over,  each  two  men  on  a  tract,  squatter  and  contractor,  had  a  right  to  and 
did  bring  his  further  action  to  try  anew  the  same  questions  they  had  already 
spent  much  money  in  hearings  before  tint  land  office.  All  this  was  occupying 
the  years  and  wearing  out  the  squatters,  who  were  blessed  with  none  too 
much  money. 

In  the  meantime  (iovernors  William  Larralicc  ami  Horace  I'oie^  and  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa  and  Coiiirress  hail  repeated  ur.L;ings  from  nianv  angles 
to  issue  governor's  deeds  or  patents  from  the  state,  and  to  enact  statutes, 
whidi  if  effective,  would  arlntrarily  end  matters.  With  all  these  conflicting 
laws  and  facte,  it  took  a  long  time  for  the  idea  to  become  well  settled  in 
the  minds  of  the  many  parties  in  interest,  that  neither  governors  nor  legis- 
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latures  were  courts,  anrl  could  not  take  away  vested  rights  under  f^'rants  of 
Congress,  nr  even  to  cletermtne  them,  whatever  they  were.  Herein  evidently 
DcKrtor  Hamblin  erred. 


The  fact  gradually  dawned  on  the  ptiblic  and  the  members  of  the  squat- 
ters" union  that  it  \vt)uld  rc(]uire  the  courts  to  really  settle  matters.  Alioiit 
the  year  1887,  a  petition  of  squatters  and  other  citizens  of  the  county  ( iiuieed 
all  wanted  the  vexed  litigatioiis  ended)  was  directed  to  Congress  asking  the 
enactment  of  a  statute  or  resolution  authorizing  the  secretary  of  the  interior, 
through  the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  and  the  department  of 
justice,  to  institute  a  suit  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  as  plaintiff  and 
against  the  Sioux  t'it\-  road,  praying  the  court  for  a  decree  (|uicting  the  title 
against  the  road.  an<l  re-establishing  it  in  the  United  Slates,  and  declaring 
the  same,  in  result,  open  to  homestead  rights.  Congress  passed  such  an  act 
on  March  3,  1887,  known  as  34.  Statute  556.  chapter  376,  which  provided 
for  an  adjustment  of  land  grants  of  unearned  lands,  along  many  lines  of 
difficulty,  and  ordering  the  secretary  of  the  intericir,  under  the  proper  facts 
shown,  to  make  demand  ot  the  road  for  a  relinquishment  of  its  rights,  and 
on  his  certificate  of  authority  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney-general  to 
bring  suit 

This  suit  was  first  brought  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in 
an  action  entitled,  l"he  United  Slates,  ])]aintifT.  against  Tfic  Sioux  Citv  & 
St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  and  Elias  F.  Drake  and  Aml>trst  II.  W  ilder  as 
tnistees.  This  great  suit  was  finally  decided,  after  appeal,  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.  This  decision  was  handed  down  October  21, 
1895,  and  the  decree  in  full  may  be  found  in  the  43  Federal  Reporter,  page 
(ny  and  forward.  The  decree  and  opinion  by  Justice  Harlan  is  also  recorded 
in  full  on  the  records  ot  O  Rrien  county  in  Miscellaneous  H(Kik  "B."  ])ages 
307  to  330.  It  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  The  attorney- 
general's  office  was  assisted  by  E.  C.  Hughes,  attorney,  of  Spencer.  Iowa, 
and  by  Joy,  Hudson.  Call  &  Joy,  of  Sioux  City.  The  railroad  was  repre- 
sented by  sundry  able  attorneys. 

The  suliiect  di'\rloi)ed  the  f(»IIowing  conclusions:  That  the  Sioux  City 
road  had  ii<>t  earned  its  lanils.  That  the  grants  in  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  12,  ]y('4.  had  provided  that  this  road  shouUl  receive  one  hundred  sec- 
tions for  each  completed  ten  miles  of  well  buik  road,  and  that  said  road 
shouUl  be  built  from  the  state  line  of  Minnesota  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa*  which 
the  court  finds  to  be  eighty-three  and  fifty-two  hundredths  miles.   That  it, 
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in  fact,  built  in  1872  only  from  the  state  line  to  Lc  Mars,  Iowa,  a  distance 
of  fifty-six  and  thirteen  hundredths  miles.  That  it  had  buih  and  was  only 
entitled  to  an  allotment  of  lands  for  five  completed  sections  of  ten  miles 
each.  That  had  it  completed  the  road  to  Stoax  City  as  per  the  grant  it  would 
have  been  entitled  to  the  fraction  over  fhe  completed  sections,  but  that  having 
only  built  as  far  as  Le  Mars  it  was  not  entitled  to  allotment  for  the  fraction 
of  tile  six  and  thirtft-n  htindrcdths  miles.  That  said  road  had  leased  the 
franchises  and  road  hc-d  and  right  to  use  same,  and  that  it  had  so  used  and 
run  its  trains  over  the  track  and  road  bed  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
Company  from  Le  Mars  to  Sioux  Ci^.  That  such  leasing  and  use  of  a  road 
was  not  a  "building  of  a  road,"  as  contemplated  by  the  land  grant  of  May 
12,  1864,  and  that  it  was  only  entitled  allotments  for  five  completed  sectif)ns 
of  ten  miles  each,  for,  on  July  26.  1872.  it  had  Iniilt  two  .sections  of  ten  miles 
each  or  twenty  miles,  on  August  10,  1872.  ten  miles,  and  on  February  i, 
1873,  it  had  Imilt  twenty  miles  more,  or  five  completed  sections.  The  court 
furUier  found  that  it  had  already  received  patents  for  more  land  than  it  in 
fact  had  earned;  that  it  had  received  eighty-seven  thousand  eight  himdred 
and  seventy  and  twenty-one  hundredths  acres  more  than  it  had  earned.  It 
was  therefore  decreed  that  the  Sioux  City  road  was  forever  barred  and 
estopped  from  claiming  any  right  or  title  to  any  such  lands,  and  that  the 
trust  deed  securing  the  railroad  bonds  of  two  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  held  by  Elias  F.  Dnkc  and  Amherst  II.  Wilder  as  trustees,  was 
cancelled  so  far  as  said  lands  were  concemed.  The  decree  in  full  of  alxnit 
twelve  thousand  words  is  an  exhaustive  review  of  all  the  facts  and  is  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  details  and  law  questions  leading  up  to  the  alxjve  conclusions. 
This  decision  and  suit  was  the  master  stroke  of  the  whole  long-drawn-out 
fight  or  series  of  litigations.  It  followed  that  tbe  twenty-one  tiwusand  one 
htmdred  and  seventy-nine  and  eighty-five  hundredths  acres  in  O'Brien  county 
and  eight  hundred  acres  in  Dickinson  county  were  open  to  homestead  entry. 


The  squatters  in  the  first  instance  occu])ied  all  the  Milwaukee  lands, 
commencing  in  the  main,  as  did  the  scjnatting  on  the  Sioux  City  lands,  on 
February  22.  1884.  though  in  a  measure  it  commenced  as  early  as  1882  and 
continued  until  evictions  were  procured  commencing  January  3,  1887,  under 
writs  of  possession  issued  by  the  district  court  of  the  state  for  O'Brien 
county.  The  first  squatters'  union  was  organized  by  the  squatters  on  the 
lands  of  both  roads,  with  Dr.  Howard  M.  Hamblin  as  organizer.   It  soon 
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became  evident,  however,  that  the  leading  questions  in  the  two  divisions  of 

lands  \v(jiild  invnhe  two  quite  different  set  of  questions.  There  soon  also 
dawned  on  the  mind-;  of  the  j^-ople  generally  the  fart  that  the  Sioux  City 
road  had  nut  earned  its  land,  while  the  Milwaukee  ri>ad  had  earned  all  the 
lands  in  the  county  allotted  to  it,  and  hence  there  was  but  little  show  for  the 
squatters  on  the  Milwaukee  lands,  but  that  the  Sioux  City  lands  would  be 
opened  to  homestead. 

EPHRAIM  m'MUSTEEB. 

In  1886  the  Milwaukee  road  sent  on  an  Englishman  named  Ephraim 

McMurtrre  as  its  representative  to  l<x)k  after  and  sell  these  lands  and  deal 
with  the  Milwaukee  s<|uatters.  He  was  well  fitted  from  the  road's  stand- 
point, being  a  capable,  well  poised  man,  with  good  judgment,  a  good  ju«lge 
of  law  and  business,  and,  above  all.  kept  his  temper  in  dealing  with  the 
ofttimes  excited  squatter.  The  very  fact  that  their  cause  seemed  waning 
seemed  to  cause  many  irritations.  He  proceeded  to  appraise  the  lands  in 
tracts  of  ci]L,'hties  and  (juarters  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  dollars  jht  acre,  and 
put  them  on  the  market  at  their  appraised  prices,  gi\  ini^  the  s(iiialter  the  first 
chance  to  buy,  with  a  time  limit  which  .seemed  reasonable,  and  giving  him 
a  first  chance  gave  it  an  attitude  of  fairness.  Eadi  squatter  who  purchased 
and  gave  up,  of  course  ended  that  much  of  the  fight  and  gradtully  those  buy- 
ing dropped  out  of  the  squatters'  union. 

EVICTIONS. 

On  January  3,  1887,  and  up  to  August,  1887,  Mr.  McMurtree  filed  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  suits  for  eviction  against  the  s{|uatters  and  their 
families.  They  embraced  suits  in  said  court  nmnbered  consecutively  from 
158610  1701  and  number  1878  and  numbers  1914  to  1916.  Irrespective  of 
legal  questions  involved,  evictions  of  families,  putting  them  out  of  poasession 
by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  turning  thein  out  literally  into  the  road,  as  in 
these  cases  out  from  tmder  the  roofs  that  covered  their  heads,  involving 
women  and  children,  even  the  infirm,  from  tlie  houses  which  from  their 
Standpoint  was  home,  has  in  it  the  elements  of  pity  and  distress. 

William  C.  Green,  or  Clark  Green  as  he  was  known,  was  the  sheriff  of 
O'Brien  county  to  whom  the  writs  were  directed,  and  who  as  sudi  made 
the  actual  evictions.  In  fact  they  were  the  most  pitiful  and  wholesale  set 
of  transactions  ever  in  the  county.   Probably  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
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road  it  was  the  only  thing  it  could  do.  as  the  squatters  would  not  remove 
until  compelled.  The  courts  had  decided  that  the  road  was  right  in  its 
premises.    The  squatters  nn  these  lands,  though  wrong  in  their  judgment, 

went  into  it  iindor  cntlni>ia>ni. 

In  the  literal  evictions  it  wuuld  well  compare  with  the  historic 
evictions  of  Ireland.  They  were  all  poor  people,  or  th^  would  not  have 
been  aedcing  hcnnesteads.  The  bankers  and  promoters  who  first  came  on 
soon  found  that  there  was  nothing  in  it  for  them.  N'o  matter  wlm  was 
wronj(  or  right,  in  ino.st  cases  they  were  ])oor  people  with  larj^e  taniilics,  who 
had  actually  occupied  and  farmed  more  or  less  of  the  land  for  sundry  years. 
It  was  a  hard  position  in  whidi  to  place  a  sheriff,  whose  votes  he  would 
necessarily  seek  at  the  next  election.  He  accepted  the  situation  as  a  legal 
duty  and  carried  it  out.  The  sheriff  in  fact  took  along  with  him  four  others, 
sworti  in  as  deputies  and  n<it  only  the  families  were  turned  out  intn  the 
roads,  but  the  buildings  in  many  cases  actually  hauled  by  the  sheriff  oft  the 
land.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Howard  M.  Hamblin.  who  fought  his  matter  so 
persistently,  his  buiUii^  were  torn  to  pieces  and  scattered  up  and  down  the 
road,  to  which  the  writer  was  an  eye  witness.  Quite  a  good  many  finally 
purchased,  but  many  remained  gritty.  The  county  will  probably  ne\  er  again 
witness  a  wholesale  set  of  evictions  It  was  not  a  ca.se  of  a  poor  landed 
country,  but  stern  law,  giving  the  railroads  what  the  courts  had  decreed  to 
be  tlidr  rights. 

Some  of  these  evictions,  thou^  harsh,  had  their  amusu^  sides.  Will'- 
iani  E.  English  ("Bill"),  a  squatter  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  21. 
Center,  was  game.  He  wouldn't  be  put  out.  His  family  and  old  mother 
joined  in  the  melee.  Every  time  the  sheriff  went  there,  some  member  of  the 
family  went  to  bed  sick.  All  hands  were  convinced,  it  was  e\'en  oi^eidy 
boasted  by  "Bill"  himself,  that  it  was  feigned.  He  was  much  of  a  scrapper 
and  contended,  in  efTect,  tliat  any  fight  was  justifiable  against  a  railroad. 
It  took  the  sheriff  most  of  the  summer  with  the  four  deputies  before  he  was 
evicted. 

But  practically  none  ot  the  suits,  even  for  eviction,  ever  got  beyond  the 
district  court  It  seemed  by  this  time  to  be  generally  admitted  and 
acquiesced  in  by  all  having  even  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the  law  as  ap- 
plied, that  the  Milwaukee  lands  really  had  no  serious  questions  in  it.  The 
fight,  with  many  of  them,  finally  simmere<l  down  to  an  effort  to  secure  better 
terms  in  a  purchase  or  a  little  delay,  to  see  if  something  might  turn  ui). 
They  were  ready  to  grasp  at  anv  straw. 

(7) 
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GEN.  BENJAMIN  P.  BUTLElt. 

One  incident  occurred  which  well  illustrated  the  unsettled  idea*;  of  title, 
involving  no  less  a  perse  inagc  than  the  famous  Gen.  Benjamin  !■'.  Butler,  the 
great  attorney  and  famous  Union  general  during  the  Civil  War. 

George  W.  Schce  and  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  Iht  Mniter»  ran  the  Primghar  State . 
Bank  from  18B6  to  1890.  It  had  been  d^nitely  agreed  between  a  btmdt  of 
some  fifteen  Milwaukee  wiuatters  that  the  bank  would  loan  to  each  fwc  hun- 
dred dollars  to  make  their  first  pa^Tnehts.  This  numl)er  nf  fifteen  had  de- 
cided to  give  up.  Some  one  of  the  leaders  in  a  sort  of  desperation  had  tele- 
graphed to  General  Bntler  asking  him  if  he  could  be  engaged.  General 
Butler  was  not  at  home.  A  clerk  of  his  telegraphed  him,  and  he  in  turn 
telegraphed  to  Primghar  that  he  would  accept  a  retainer.  He  had  not  even 
a  statement  of  the  facts  helnre  him.  He  simply  would  accept  a  retainer. 
As  any  one  can  .see,  this  telegram  meant  nothing.  That  day  a  large  .squat- 
ters" union  was  held  by  the  .Milwaukee  road  squatters,  lhat  telegram  was 
read  amid  intense  enthusiasm.  Even  this  number  of  fifteen  squatters  who 
had  given  up,  on  the  strength  of  this  slim  straw  joined  the  crowd  in  the 
enthusiasm.  The  crowd  threw  up  their  hats  and  came  to  the  bank  with  the 
exulting  news  that  General  Rutler  had  given  an  opinion.  Many  other  such 
waverings  took  place.  It  ended  those  loans  for  six  months  or  more.  In- 
deed, it  is  almost  grimly  humorous  that  even  from  tiiat  time  on  in  1887  many 
of  the  Sioux  City  squatters  spent  more  per  acre  in  expense  fighting  for  then* 
lands  than  the  Milwaukee  road  got  for  their  lands,  namely  ten  tr,  fourteen 
dollars  i>er  acre  It  all  simply  illustrates  what  grit,  egged  on  by  enthusiasm, 
and,  as  the  squatters  and  many  others  thought,  a  w  rong  by  the  railroads,  will 
do. 

THE  1872  KOMESTEATORS  MOT  AT  FIRST  FAVORABLE  TO  THE  SQUATTER. 

Many,  or  most  of,  the  early  1870-1880  settlers,  the  writer  included,  in 
the  first  instance  skied  with  the  railroad  for  two  reasons.  First,  a  railroad 
title  immediately  made  the  land  subject  to  taxation  and  the  county  needed  the 

taxes.  If  it  all  went  to  homestead  it  would  go  from  five  to  eight  years 
liefore  it  would  be  provefl  up  tipon  and  become  taxable.  Secondly,  the  older 
187 J  homesteaders  had  liad  free  hay  and  cattle  range  on  these  odd  numbered 
sections  for  so  long  that  they  did  not  welcome  a  cutting  off  of  this  asset. 
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SIOUX  CITY  LAND  SQUATTERS  ACAIN. 


The  writer  has  termed  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  of  October  21,  1895.  as  the  "master  stroke"  of  the  Sioux  City  land 
sfjuatters.  And  so  it  was.  However,  it  was  but  the  Ix-f^innini;  of  their  long 
and  teihous  t'ls^ht.  Tlie  patent ine;  to  the  Milwaukee  road  of  tlieir  lands  re- 
duced the  number  ot  the  stjuatters  union  to  one-third  of  its  prior  numbers, 
though  it  seemed  settled  in  every  body's  mind  that  in  the  main  question  the 
Sioux  Gty  land  squatters  would  be  sustained. 

The  blunder  of  Contjress  in  its  act  of  March  3.  1887,  in  the  giving  to 
any  person  holding  a  contract  from  the  railroad  a  preferred  right  to  jnirchase 
same.  This  in  result  brought  on  an  equivalent  of  an  expensive  litigation 
before  the  United  States  land  court,  only  to  find,  when  hnished,  tiiat  the  con- 
tractor could  again  raise  the  question  before  a  court  of  record. 

The  proclamation  of  President  Grover  Cleveland  and  attendant  notices 
were  i)uhlished  in  February.  1896.  in  the  Slwldon  Eagle  at  Sheldon,  Iowa, 
and  each  holder  of  a  railroad  contract  hied  his  contest  as  per  the  notice 
given. 

The  United  States  land  court  was  presided  over  by  Hon.  Edward  B. 
Evans,  rc^ster  of  the  land  office.  In  lAmt  meantime  sundry  divisions  of 
squatters  employed  this  and  that  attorney  or  firm  of  attorneys,  usually 

under  a  written  contract  wherein  they  agreed  to  pay  one  dollar  per  acre  when 
title  was  procured  and  fifty  dollars  per  year  as  long  as  they  were  maintained 
in  pusses^icm,  varying  in  condition  with  the  sundry  attorneys.  Sundry  of 
these  attomejfs  who  made  these  conditional  contracts,  were  Judge  William 
Lawrence,  of  Ohio,  a  man  of  national  prominence:  Joy,  Call.  Joy  &  Wright, 
of  Sioux  City:  John  W.  Corey,  of  Spencer.  Iowa:  King  &  Stearns.  J.  L.  F,. 
Peck  and  O.  II.  Montzluinier,  of  IVinighar:  |.  V.  Conrad.  .V.  R.  Lowry. 
Judge  George  H.  Carr,  of  Des  Moines;  Ex-Attorney-General  Henry  O'Con- 
ner  and  others;  while  W.  P.  Jewett,  of  St.  Paul;  W.  D.  Boies,  O.  M.  Barrett 
and  Milt  H.  Allen,  of  Sheldon :  C.  A.  Babcock.  of  Sanborn ;  J.  T.  Conn,  of 
Hartley:  J.  H.  Swan  and  Judge  Chase,  of  Sioux  City,  appeared  for  the  rail- 
road contract  men.  This  land  court  was  in  almost  continual  session  during 
the  year  i89^>  and  a  large  part  of  1897.  Test  cases  were  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties  and  altomeys,  as  would  most  nearly  include  as  many  of  the  con- 
tested questions  as  possible.  The  case  of  Olive  Manley,  plaintiff  (squatter) 
aganist  Andrew  Tow,  was,  among  others,  appealed  to  the  £[encral  land  office 
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at  Washington  and  finally  to  the  courts,  and  [>erhaps  was  the  most  noted 
case  tried.  This  court  tried  about  one  case  per  day. 


During  this  period  of  about  a  year  and  a  half  as  these  trials  proceeded, 
from  time  to  time  the  register  rcndiTcd  his  opinions,  in  the  main  sustaining 
the  squatter  as  against  the  raihoad  cotitract.  In  some  considerable  nuinher 
of  cases,  however,  the  contracts  were  upheld.  But  in  most  of  such  cases  it 
was  where  the  contract  man  was  able  in  the  early  local  scrimmage  to  retain 
actual  possession,  and  where  he  was  in  that  position  that  had  he  not  held 
it  under  the  contract,  he  could  have  homesteaded  it  as  did  the  squatter.  The 
contract  man  was  also  sustained  in  some  cases,  where  that  phrase  "Uma  tide," 
which  occurs  in  both  statutes,  was  considered,  and  in  the  special  case  seemed 
the  stronger  with  the  contract  holder,  thi.s  phrase,  as  we  have  shown,  occur- 
ring in  both  the  squatter  statute  of  May  14,  1880,  and  the  railroad  statute 
of  March  3,  1887.  Each  of  those  statutes  applied  to  all  alike,  of  course,  but 
we  use  the  r\]irission,  squatter's  and  railroad's  statutes  as  the  public  got  to 
kn'iw  him  However,  in  all  that  litigation  there  were  scores  of  technical 
questions  of  law  and  fact,  especially  of  first  possession. 


Fights  and  scraps  for  possession  are  not  always  consistent.  .\  ^i.H>dl\ 
number  of  scrimmages  took  place  Ijetween  the  squatters  themselves,  and  also 
with  the  old  settlers,  in  attempts  to  forcibly  move  buildings  across  the  road, 
either  to  get  possessitm  or  to  get  somebody  else  off,  and  which  at  times  wotdd 
bring  together  (piitc  a  crowd.  Nobody  was  ever  seriously  injured  physically, 
but  one  can  see  the  tension  of  feeling  aroused. 


It  was  Mr.  Scjuatter.  .Mr.  M.  D.  Finch.  Ih-  first  took  possession  of  a 
piece  of  the  Milwaukee  land  and  bad  got  his  buildings  erected,  and  lived  on 
same  srane  years  and  until  the  evictions  in  January,  i88y.  He  and  his 
family  were  among  the  evicted.   As  good  luck  should  happen,  a  good  quarter 

section  of  Siotix  City  land  which  had  not  yet  been  lantled  uix>n  cornered  to 
this  Milwaukee  quarter  .SheritT  C  lark  (ireen.  with  his  four  deputies,  came 
on  with  good  uflicial  Irish  eviction  ceremonies,  to  land  off  and  put  out  this 
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good  son  of  Erin,  and  pnxeeded  to  land  Mr.  l  inch.  fatnilv.  tniildings  and 
all  over  on  the  other  corner.  A  goodly  crowd  had  assembled  to  witness 
Sheriff  Green  hold  court,  and  perhaps  take  a  hand,  should  need  arise.  But 
^  Milwaukee  road  was  on  top  and  he  was  oflBcially  landed  over  onto  a  rich 
quarter  of  Sioux  City  land  that  proved  out  with  oth«r  squatters'  homesteads 
a  good  title  and  on  which  he  still  resides  with  his  family,  and  the  land  worth 
one  humlrcd  and  fitly  dollars  jx:r  acre.  When  you  evict  old  Ireland.  llM^k 
out.  She  is  still  on  hand  lor  home  rule  at  the  ne.xt  ses.sion  of  Pariianient, 
as  was  squatter  M.  D.  Finch. 


The  writer,  with  his  family,  on  one  Christmas  day,  in  1889.  was  riding 
by  one  squatter's  homestead  land  and  house.  I  mistook  the  place  for  another 
man  I  wished  to  see.   His  bam  was  between  the  house  and  the  road,  some 

distance  apart.  .\s  the  Ixim  was  passed  the  thought  came  to  look  in  the 
bam.  as  perhaps  he  was  there.  But  all  at  unce  here  came  the  sijuatter  from 
the  house,  almost  in  a  frenzy,  cursing  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  and  insisting 
that  I  was  "spying  round  to  get  a  hook  of  possesskm  on  him  and  get  him 
off."  It  was  least  in  my  mind.  .A  few  mmths  later  he  was  sent  to  die 
insane  hospital  at  Cherokee,  and  is  yet  there,  incurable.  It  was  not  the 
special  incident  lliat  drove  him  insane,  as  the  evidence  at  tlic  hearinu  <lo- 
vcloped,  but  the  severe  tension  of  the  three  to  four  years  of  scrapping  in  the 
excitements  for  po.ssession  unbalanced  him.    It  was  a  sad  and  true  incident. 


Another  incident  I  must  mention  as  coming  under  my  per.soiul  atten- 
tion in  whidi  I  took  a  part.  Many  squatters  came  and  went  got  sick  and 
quit,  it  all  being  experimental.   They  would  often  become  intensely  excited. 

e^|;(■(  i.illv  whi  n  cn>wds  assembled.  This  incident  occurred  on  section  17. 
in  Hii^hlatid.  in  1SS3.  This  six  hundred  and  fi>rty  acres  was  all  vacant,  and 
covered  with  gixid  prairie  grass.  Squatters  had  s(|uattcd  on  each  quarter 
of  it.  William  King,  one  of  the  old  1872  homesteaders,  had  cut  and  stacked 
on  this  section  about  sixty  tons  of  hay  in  sundry  stacks  on  different  parts  of 
the  section.  These  new  sipiatters  feared  that  this  ha>'stack  iwssession  might 
be  construed  intf)  a  claim  of  possession,  and  they  forbade  Mr.  King  to  re- 
move the  ha\'.  One  day  alxnit  twenty  svm])atbizin};  s<piatters  tmrn  Sur- 
rounding sections  assembled  on  this  section,  and  lay  down  on  the  tops  of 
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these  hay  slacks,  in  singles,  twos  and  threes,  and  then  sent  Mr.  King  a 
notice  not  to  haul  any  hay.  They  did  not  need  the  hay,  as  they  had  no  stock. 
It  was  purely  a  fear  as  to  possession.  Mr.  King  came  to  mjrsdf  and  George 
W.  Schee  for  advice.  Mr.  King  had  a  large  family  of  sons  and  sons-in-law. 
W'c  advised  him  V>  meet  the  question  On  the  same  basis  nf  numbers.  To 
watch  for  a  day.  when  tlu  v  seemed  to  be  absent,  and  then  have  eacli  sun  and 
son-in-law  get  a  team  antl  hay  rack,  go  in  a  Ijody  and  load  and  mo\c  the 
hay.   This  seemed  so  formidable  that  the  squatters  let  them  move  the  hay. 


This  indent  occurred  on  this  same  section  17  in  Highland.  Mr.  King 
had  gone  to  attend  the  Sheldon  district  fair.  His  cattle,  including  a  large 
number  of  tnilch  cows,  were  ranging  and  grazing  on  this  section.  On  the 
theory  that  these  cattle  were  tresiKissinef,  and  under  the  herd  law  which  had 
been  voted  upon  in  O'Brien  county  and  passed,  stjuatters  took  ^>ussession 
of  the  whole  herd  and  engaged  the  cattle  corral  of  the  neighl>or,  and  locked 
up  the  cattle  and  several  stood  guard  to  see  that  he  did  not  get  his  cattle  out. 
Mr.  Schee  and  I  were  again  called  in.  It  was  a  rainy  .<^e.i^>>ii  and  the  lot 
deep  in  mud.  W'c  went  down.  The  squatters  were  firm  in  tb.eir  lei^al  opin- 
ions. This  was  the  second  day  and  the  cows  not  milked  and  standing  in  the 
mud.  Ihcy  wanted  one  hundred  and  hity  di>llars  damages.  A  parley  was 
held  well  into  the  day.  Not  an  inch  from  that  sum  did  they  move.  The 
owner  of  the  lot,  however  had  not  fully  sized  the  matter  up.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  owner  was  the  only  one  who  was  financially  good.  The  others 
were  safe.  As  a  last  resort,  we  drew  up  an  original  notice  aiul  served  (ui 
this  man  claiming  in  damages  the  full  value  of  the  cattle.  He  then  woke  up. 
They  parleyed  and  ijcgan  to  drop  in  price,  by  tens  of  dollars  at  a  time.  They 
finally  got  down  to  two  dollars  damage.  By  that  time  we  got  gritty  and 
held  out.  They  were  finally  released  with  no  damages  allowed  to  the  squat- 
ters. ]'>nt  after  all  they  were  in  reality  contending  for  supremacy  of 
possession. 

V\'e  ha\c  thus  given  a  very  extended  account  of  this  long-drawn-out 
squatter  fight  It  lasted  practically  thirty  years,  as  a  decisive  public  question. 
The  lands  of  the  Sioux  City  Company  were  in  seven  different  townships  and 

the  Milwaukee  lands  in  a  larger  number,  all  covering  large  legal  questions 
and,  including  l>oth  squatters  and  old  settlers,  involved  over  half  the  citizens 
of  the  county.    W'e  realize  that  this  .squatter  chapter  may  be  thought  too 
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long  and  out  of  proportion  in  length  for  a  well-proportioneU  county  history, 
but  as  it  has  covered  three- fourths  of  the  whole  period  of  the  county's  years, 
and  including  the  whole  business  career  of  the  writer,  and  in  which  the 
writer  personally  participated,  it  is  fully  given,  the  writer  concluding  that  he 
will  therefor  be  pardoned  at  times  in  using  the  pronoun  I  in  reciting  the 
details. 

■ 

KING  ft  STEAKNS,  ATTORKSYS,  AMD  KOBEKT  P.  JONES,  SQUATTER. 

This  chapter  on  the  squatters  should  not  be  closed  without  siRTial  men- 
tion of  the  very  great  services  performed  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  squatters 
by  tiie  firm  of  King  &  Steams,  composed  of  Jdm  T.  Steams,  one  of  the  very 
oldest  settiers  in  the  county,  dating  back  to  about  1875,  and  John  H.  King, 
of  Huron,  South  Dakota,  who  put  in  practically  ten  years  or'  lab  r  in  direct 
ever}'-day  consultations  with  the  large  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  on  the  Sioux  Cit\  lands  who  finally  won  out,  to  say  nothing  of  the  still 
larger  number  on  the  Milwaukee  lands  and  the  scores  of  others  who  fell  by 
tile  way  for  one  reason  and  another.  One  could  not  state  the  matter  in  con- 
necticm  with  them  without  mentioning  the  name  of  Robert  P.  Jones,  who 
was  constant  in  and  out  of  season  on  all  occasions.  In  the  land  court  trials 
at  Des  Moines,  covering  more  than  one  and  one-hall  years,  and  at  intervals, 
from  day  to  day  and  week,  lo  week,  he  sat  through  with  King  &  Steams  in 
continual  advice  and  in  keeping  track  of  the  actual  facts  in  each  special  case 
that  should  be  brought  out.  He  was  dubbed  at  times  a  part  of  the  court; 
being  constantly  on  hand,  he  had,  next  to  Air.  Stearns,  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  set  of  facts  in  each  case  in  hand  than  any  attorney  on  either  side  of 
the  question.  It  was  his  part  also  in  the  county  itself  to  go  from  man  to 
man,  squatter  to  squatter,  from  "shack  to  shack,"  as  the  expression  went, 
to  dig  out  the  facts.  So  intense  was  the  zeal  in  the  matter  that  no  item 
was  considered  too  small  to  search  out  in  its  finest  details.  In  addition  to 
the  "master  stroke"  decision  in  the  I  nited  States  supreme  court,  and  even 
prior  to  that  decision,  the  Sioux  City  road,  on  August  24,  1H87,  brought  a 
suit  for  ejectment  against  practically  all  the  squatters  in  separate  suits.  It 
was  the  case  of  Robert  P.  Jones  in  district  court  No.  1961  in  O'Brien  county, 
and  a  second  case  that  against  L.  Mulligan  that  were  made  test  cases.  It 
was  first  decided  in  the  district  court  against  Mr.  Jones,  but,  on  i^vpeal  to 
the  state  supreme  court,  was  reversed  and  decided  in  his  favor. 
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FREsnmnr  squatters'  union. 

In  a  sense.  Dr.  Howard  M.  Hamblin  acted  as  sort  of  leader  when  the 
two  set  of  squatters  were  together,  bnt  the  real  squatters'  tmion  that  finally 
organized  developed  mainly  in  aid  of  the  Sioux  City  lands,  and  was  organ- 
ized in  iSH(),  tli(>iit,'h  the  Kirst  president  as  so  organized  was  L.  T.  (iatcs.  of 
Hif^hland.  a  Milwaukee  sipialler.  During  this  year  of  i.'^S^  Rnhert  1'.  Jones 
acted  as  secretary.  The  decisions  in  this  year  1886  going  against  the  Mil- 
waukee men.  naturally  dropped  out  Mr.  Gates,  and  in  1887,  and  until  the 
organization  was  no  longer  needed,  about  1905,  Mr.  Jones  acted  as  its  presi* 
dent  and  Daniel  Mullin  as  its  secretary.  We  must  also  mention  the  main 
test  case  of  (^live  Manley.  s^juatter.  against  Andrew  Tow.  contractor,  which 
was  agreed  uix»n  as  containing  or  involving  more  questions  of  law  and  fact 
than  any  other  in  which  it  won  out,  which  suit  was  carried  on  by  the  union 
as  such  to  final  decision.  This  case  was  perhaps  more  quoted  thaui  any  other 
in  the  whole  litigation. 

ROUND-UP  TROUBLES. 

We  must  mention  the  ronnd-up  relating  to  the  squatters'  attorney  fees. 
Probably  the  attorney  fees  of  any  one  set  of  attorneys  employed  \\ould 
not  have  seemed  to  them  exorbitant.  But  during  these  long  years  of  excite- 
ment and  new  questions  continually  came  up,  and  as  each  successive  attorney 
thought  he  had  the  legal  solution,  when  they  had  romded  up  they  focmd 
that  many  of  them  had  signed  written  agreements  covering  lai^  sums  to 
various  attorneys,  whidi  in  the  aggregate  made  this  item  of  the  long  fight 
another  problem.  Some  of  the  attorneys  i^nt  intermingled  with  others, 
which  also  ad<led  to  this  ditTuulty.  They  riNit  L">t  tangled,  many  of  them, 
with  the  contracts  and  their  attorneys,  .\tter  all  was  thought  over  in  some 
of  these  latter  cases  they  fotmd  in  many  instances  an  additional  datm  of 
from  one  thousand  to  fifteen  himdred  and  more  dollars,  which  many  paid 
or  gave  a  mortgage  on  their  squatters'  homestead  thus  gained.  Tn  many 
cases  the  squatter  actually  paid  out  more  per  acre  than  the  Milwaukee 
s(|uatters  paid  for  the  land  itself  in  1886.  namely,  from  ten  to  fourteen  dol- 
lars per  acre.   But  in  final  result,  they  got  their  land. 
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RAILROAD  AMD  aQUATTER  ATTORMSyS  BANQUBTTED. 

At  the  close  of  the  above  trials,  the  Hon.  Edward  B.  Evans,  register  of 
the  United  States  land  office,  gave  a  banquet  to  both  the  attorneys  of  the 
railroad  or  contract  attorneys  and  squatter  attorn^,  at  his  residence  at  Des 

Moines.  It  was  a  pleasant  evening  spent  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  and  fam- 
ily, during  which  many  pleasantries  and  annisin!,'  fealtircs  of  the  long-drawn- 
out  series  ut  contests  were  discussed  with  much  fun  in  a  sixrial  way.  There 
were  present,  as  memory  recalls.  William  D.  Boies,  Osmond  M.  Barrett. 
John  F.  Conrad.  A.  R.  Lowr\'.  Judge  George  H.  Carr,  John  T.  Steams.  John 
H.  King.  J.  L.  E.  Pfedc.  W.  P.  Jewett  and  Mr.  Squatter  Robert  P.  Jones  and 
others. 

Other  atlorneys  not  present,  hut  in  attendance  at  various  of  the  trials 
and  participating  therein,  were  Judge  William  Lawrence,  of  Ohio.  Joy,  Call, 
Wright  &  Joy.  Judge  Chase  and  Col.  J.  H.  Swan,  of  Sioux  City.  C.  A.  Bab- 
codc.  of  Sanborn,  now  Sheldon.  J.  T.  Conn,  of  Hartley,  and  others. 

UST  OF  SIOUX  CITY  LAND  SQUATTERS  AND  RAIIJLOAD  CONTRACT  MEN. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  given  this  chapter  this  lengthy  inq^rt- 
ance  and  most  of  them  still  living  upon  their  lands  thus  won  in  so  long  a 
legal  battle,  we  give  the  list  of  Sioux  City  land  squatters  and  railroad  contract 
men,  as  follows: 

DALE  TOWNSHIP. 


Margaret  A.  Thayer  (S.  E.  1 1). 

Hiram      Thayer  (S.  \\'.  II). 
Thor  T.  Xai^  (  S.  XE.  1 1). 
Charles  H.  Brigham  ( S.  N\\  .  ii}. 
Otto  Larson  (NE.  13). 
Edward  Olson  (NW.  13). 
Robert  P.  Jones  (SW.  13). 
James  T.  Daniels  (SE.  13), 


Ida  Fife  Rankin  (NE.  15). 
Mary  .\.  Sm  ih  1  N'W.  15). 
George  K.  G(Hltrey  (  SW.  15). 
William  Christopher  l  ite  (SE.  15). 
Jolm  Booge  (SW.  19). 
Henr>  Koch  (NW.  19). 
Mon>  Olson  (SW.  5). 
Ben  Olson  (NW.  5).  . 


SUMMIT  TOWNSHIP. 

WiUiam  S.  Medland  (NE.  .\W.  3).    Frank  Woods  (SE.  NE.  15). 
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VRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 

Charles  H.  Prior  (SW.  SW.  13.  E.  SW.  35.  E.  SE.  35). 

BAKEK  TOWNSHIP. 


Charles  Gustaf son  (XE.  i). 
William  Egdorf  (NW.  i). 
John  Petterson  (SW.  i). 
Aleck  Petterson  ( SE.  i). 

S.  Mooncy  (  XE.  5). 
Henry  C.  Lane  (SW.  5). 
Unknown  (NW.  5). 
Fred  Beers  (N.  SE.  and  SE.  SE.  5). 
\nt  n  lloag  (SE.  NW.  &  W.  NW.  7) 
Xu  hdlas  lungers  CPart  7). 
Sarah  Weaver  (E.  XE.  7). 
Enoch  Philby  (E.  NE.  9). 
Florence  E.  Morfitt  ( W.  NE.  9). 
Elmira  KiKptn-r  (  SW.  9). 
Jrmas  HadeiK'  I  SW.  9). 
Heirs  O.  M.  Uarrett  (  SI-..  9). 
James  \\  .  Lasher  (S.  XE.  11). 
John  Akerson  (S.  NW.  11). 
Henry  C  Lane  (SW.  11). 
Henry  C.  Lane  (SE.  11). 
Ilaniel  P.chan  (  \E.  15). 
C  harles  G.  Johnson  (XW.  15). 
Jurgen  Renken  (SW.  15). 
Theodore  Goergen  (E.  NE.  21). 
John  Ker  (SE.  15). 


George  and  Otto  Collenius  (NE.  17). 
William  F.  Ankrimi  (NW.  17). 
Alfred  Anderson  (SW.  17). 

Christ  Kern  (  SE.  17). 
John  Wood  (  E.  XE.  19). 
Henry  Kunjjer  (E.  SE.  19). 
Alfred  Smith  (XE.  2i). 
Jurgen  Renken  (E.  NW.  21). 

Heir>  Jn-rv  W  Cn^i^s  (W.  XW.  2l) 
Charles  A.  Anderson  (SW.  21 ). 
Charles  Buck  (SE.  21). 
Soren  Anderson  (XE.  23). 
.August  Walquist  (NW.  23). 
Martha  An  Marsh  (  SW.  23). 
Chri.Ntine  Dixun  (  SE.  23). 
Bernhard  Kniese  1  XE.  27). 
Wallace  Laaher  (XW.  27). 
Charles  Bartlet  and  Kari  F. 

(SW.  27). 
Christopher  Xelson  (SE.  27). 
Michael  HoUis  (  X.  SW.  29). 
Thomas  Barry  (S.  XW.  29). 
Max  Thorman  (SE.  29). 
Elizabeth  Goergen  (SE.  NW.  31). 


Snow 


CARROLL  TOWNSHIP. 


Harvey  Virfjil  (  XE.  3). 
Heirs  I'Imer  .A.  Xelson  (  E.  XW.  3). 
lulwin  .McEarland  (  XW.  3). 
Melvin  D.  Finch  (SW.  3). 
Ellen  McCartney  (SE.  3). 


L.  S.  rUissett  and  Eugene  Riddell 

(SW.  5). 
Emily  Powers  (  SE.  5). 
Theodore  HiKkendorf  ( E.  SE.  and 

SW.  NE.  7). 
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Charlotte  Atherton  (E.  NE.  n). 
Jacob  Shelser  (NE.  29). 
Edward  Mulligan  (NW.  29). 

James  Potter  (  SW.  jq). 
William  11.  Sleeper  (  SE.  _>()). 
John  1'.  Laiipenlinrst  (K.  SE.  31). 
(jeorgc  McKcnna  (W.  XE.  11). 
Carrie  Griffith  (E.  NW.  11). 
Btzabeth  H.  McCldlan  (W.  NW  ii; 
George  H.  Whitrnore  (SW  11). 
Daniel  M.  Merwin  { N.  SE.  11). 
James  Harkin  (S.  SE.  11). 


W  illiam  H.  Hilsland  (  .\'E.  15). 
Andrew  Harkin  (SW.  15). 
John  Bilsland  (NW.  1$). 
Porter  S.  McNutt  (SE.  15). 
James  Kelly  (X\V.  17). 
(ieorgc  Menni;,'  (SW.  17). 
Henry  O.  Hurlbut  (Part  19). 
Dixon  A.  Harkin  (X\V.  23). 
Henry  Boneskonsker  (SW.  23). 
John  .\.  Harkin  (  NE.  23). 
William  M.  Smith  (SE.  23). 


FLOYD  TOWNSHIP. 


t'harle>  l)au,u;lierly  (  XE.  3). 
James  Cutsinger  ^XW.  3;. 
George  W.  Patterson  (SW.  3). 
Florence  Sullivan  (SE.  3). 
Myron  H.  Damon  (SW.  NE,  and 

XW.  SE.  7). 
Philip  Ling  (XE.  XW.  7). 
John  Beacom  (NE.  9). 
John  J.  McGrath  (NW.  9). 
Bernard  F  1>eanor  (SW.  9). 
Thomas  I?eaconi  (SE.  9). 
John  McGrath  (XE.  17). 
Scott  Logan  (X.  NW.  17). 
WiUiam  R.  Davis  (S.  NW.  17). 


John  Weir  TPart  17). 
.Michael  J.  McGrath  (SE.  17J. 
Francis  A.  Lamb  (E.  NE.  and  E. 
SE.  19). 

James  Burns  (E.  XE.  and  E.  SE.  25 
William  Bums  (W.  NE.  and  W.  SE. 
25). 

Thomas  Bums  (NW.  25). 
Timothy  Donahue  (SW.  25). 

Judson  W.  Bishop  ( S.  29). 
James  Grifhn  (SE.  NE.  and  NE.  SE. 
30- 

Scott  M.  Ladd  (15  acres  31). 
Patrtdc  Kelly  (SE.  33). 


(Both  the  squatter  and  railroad  contract  man  are  given  above,  both  being 
engaged  in  the  long  contention.  The  successful  ones  are  given  only). 
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COUNTY  GOVERNMENT. 


The  county  guvcminental  aHairs  are  administered  and  managed  through 
the  offices  of  the  county  auditor,  county  treasarer,  dctk  of  courts,  county 
recorder,  sheriff,  coroner,  county  attorney,  county  supermtendent  of  schools. 

county  survt'vor.  the  hoard  of  supervisors  and  sundry  town,  township  and 
school  officials.  The  terms  ot  all  county  orticials  are  now  for  two  years  and 
ail  elcctmn^  take  i>lace  in  the  c\en  munlKTed  years,  excejit  that  the  county 
super inlentlent  will  hcrealter  assume  his  duties  on  September  1st  and  all 
Other  offidak  on  January  ist  of  the  odd  numbered  years.  We  will  review 
each  of  these  offices  in  this  chapter  or  in  the  chapter  on  ^'The  Courts."  both 
as  to  their  duties  and  the  particular  duties  as  performed  in  this  county,  and 
various  policies  with  which  they  have  dealt  from  time  to  time. 


]osei)h  R.  Stamp  is  the  present  county  auditor.  The  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  are  transacted  in  his  ofHce  and  recorded  by  him.  He 
carries  out  all  orders  of  the  board.  It  is  the  most  important  office  in  the 
county.  In  fact,  it  handles  practically  every  business  item  in  which  the 
county  is  interested.  The  auditor  makes  the  tax  lists  from  the  returns  of  the 
assessors  and  the  tax  levies  trnni  the  various  reports  from  the  township  and 
town  and  school  hoards.  He  deals  with  every  otVicial  in  the  riinnt\.  tnwn. 
townsiiip  and  school  Ixjard  and  wiih  tlie  state  ohkials,  and  nichuting  town 
councils,  mayors,  justices  of  the  peace,  assessors,  trustees,  road  supervisofs. 
sdiool  directors,  clerks  and  treasurers.  The  board  of  supervisors  is  judicial 
in  some  of  its  ]>rocee(Hnjis,  and  apixrals  may  be  taken  from  many  of  its  actions 
to  the  district  court.  The  auditor,  with  the  county  treasurer,  holds  the  tax 
sales,  and  receives  the  money  when  redeemed.  He.  with  the  clerk  and  county 
recorder,  draws  the  grand  and  itcin  juries.  He  enters  all  deeds  for  taxation, 
which  in  part  becomes  an  abstract  of  title  to  all  lands  and  lots  in  the  county. 
He  sells  the  school  lands,  atui  issues  certificates  to  the  governor  calling  for 
patents  on  same.  lie  loans  the  funds  or  jiroceeds  from  these  sales.  He  exe- 
cutes the  county  bonds,  with  the  chainnan  of  the  board.    With  the  board,  he 
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and  they  act  on  all  the  fmancial  policies  <>f  tho  countx .  the  treasurer  merely 

paying  out  on  the  warrants  or  orders  of  tlic  hoard  lie  nianaijes  the  jnir- 
chases  anfl  sales  of  all  sch<x)l  lxM)ks  iiiKk-r  'lif  uniform  text  hnok  sys- 
tem. He  issues  licenses  to  peddlers  and  hunter-,  and  keeps  the  record  ol  estray 
animals,  and  manages  sundry  items  relating  to  the  old  soldiers,  with  its 
sundry  humane  connections.  He  deals  with  all  matters  relating  to  elections 
and  their  retunis.  His  office  has  certain  rdations  with  the  insane  and  the 
prisons,  and  must  make  reports  to  various  state  and  federal  authorities.  In 
fact,  this  is  an  all-aroimd  odice  and  equal  to  a  liank  in  management. 
He  issues  all  orders  passed  by  the  board.  His  entries  are  in  a  sense  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  treasurer  and  a  check  on  that  office.  He  issues  bounties  for  wolf 
scalps.  This  office,  which  was  created  in  iSjo.  deals  with  more  separate 
items  than  any  other  in  the  county.  Tiiasnnicli  as  the  two  officers,  oninty 
iud^e  and  county  auditor,  performed  much  the  same  duties,  we  will  treat  it 
under  one  head. 

ACTUAL  TERMS  OF  AUDITORS  AND  COUNTY  JUDGES. 

The  following  have  been  the  terms  as  shown  by  the  records,  first  ot 
county  judge:  I.  C.  Furber,  from  Fdbruaiy  6,  i860,  to  November  11,  i86a. 
Archibald  Murray,  from  November  11,  i860,  to  January  i,  1862.  J.  R.  M. 
Cofer.  trom  January  i,  1862,  to  March  i,  1863.  John  L.  McFarland.  fn.m 
.March  2.  i8/\V  t<>  January  2.  1865.  Moses  T^wis  became  county  judge 
January  2.  1X65,  and  the  record  shows  him  to  he  lilling  that  ofHcc  up  to 
June  6,  1868.  However,  in  the  latter  part  of  1865  it  shows  that  John  Moore 
was  county  judge,  though  the  records  are  not  suffidentiy  definite  either  as  to 
any  dcction  or  his  dales  of  service.  Archibald  Murray  qualified  as  county 
judge  June  6,  1868.  and  held  same  until  January  i.  1870.  when  the  office  was 
aholished  and  he  then  liecame  cotmty  auditor  and  hekl  that  position  until 
January  i,  1872.  .\ndrew  J.  Edwards  followetl  from  January  i.  1872,  to 
January  i,  1876;  George  W.  Schee  from  January  i,  1876,  to  January  i, 
1880:  J- 1*  E.  Peck  from  January  i.  1880,  to  January  t,  1884:  T.  J.  Alexan^ 
der  from  January  t.  1884,  to  January  i.  1888  .  Charles  H.  WinterUe  from 
January  I,  1888,  to  January  i.  1895:  John  T  Conn  from  January  i.  1895. 
to  January  i.  i8<;9;  Frank  C.  Wheaton  from  January  1.  iH()<>,  to  January  i, 
1903;  John  P.  Bossert  from  January  i,  1903.  to  January  i.  19 13.  and  Jo.seph 
6.  Stamp  from  January  i,  191 3.  and  is  the  present  incumbent.  We  will 
commence  with  Archibald  Murray,  for  the  reason  that  he  and  Henry  C. 
TIflcy  did  practically  all  the  record  work  of  the  first  ten  years.  The  other 
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county  jvidpes  merely  carried  out  and  became  a  part  of  that  early  looting 
which  is  sufticienlly  noted  elsewhere. 


Archibald  Murray  was  born  in  Lewiston,  Niagara  county,  Xew  York,  in 
1830,  m  which  place  he  was  raised,  attending  the  district  and  higher  schools 
of  the  town.  He  came  west  in  1885  and  went  into  the  land  business  in 
Winnebago  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  three  years.  About  thi^  time 
he  entered  into  the  Indian  service  and  was  for  several  years  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Xinety-sixth  Iowa,  and  served  in  western  low.i  and  other  places. 
As  will  be  seen  elsewhere,  it  was  on  a  petition  signed  by  Hannibal  li.  Water- 
man and.  seven  others,  and  by  this  company  of  .soldiers,  that  secured  the 
cotinty  organization,  though  the  names  of  the  soldiers  seems  not  to  have  been 
considered  by  the  court.  Mr.  Murray  participated  in  the  organization,  and 
his  was  one  of  the  sev  en  votes  at  the  election  of  organization,  and  he  became 
its  first  district  clerk  and  surveyor,  it  has  at  times  Ixren  claimed  for  Mr. 
Murray  that  he  was  not  in  the  business  of  organizing  western  counties,  like 
Bosler,  Gofer,  Tiffey  and  others,  .but  after  reading  his  many  earmarks  left, 
tof^ether  with  his  name  appearing  in  sundry  other  counties  in  like  manner  as 
in  O'Brien.  tl>is  charity  can  lianlly  be  extended  to  him.  For  thirteen  years 
he  participated  in  all  the  public  business  and  doings  of  this  pretended  county, 
and  was  acceptable  to  that  official  few  who  were  the  sole  inhabitants  until 
1872.  and  filled  every  office  in  the  county  except  county  superintendent.  He 
was.  judge  at  its  first  election,  lie  and  TifTey  did  most  of  the  record  woric 
lie  Iniih  tlu-  "old  log  court  house,  "  as  likewise  the  "not-to-l)e-over-eigjhtcen- 
feet-s<)uarc  court  house."  On  January  1,  1865.  he  became  treasurer  and 
recorder,  lie  was  county  judge  from  November  i,  i8(jo,  to  January  i,  1862, 
and  was  sheriff  also  part  of  that  year,  and  again  county  judge  on  Jime  6, 
1866,  and  in  November,  1868,  also  became  district  derk.  On  January  i, 
1870,  he  became  the  first  countv-  auditor.  It  is  thus  seen  that  he  was  the  only 
one  of  the  <iriginal  organizers  of  the  county  (excei)t  .Mr.  Watemian.  who 
became  a  member  of  the  board  in  1870)  handed  down  to  the  period  of  sub- 
stantial settlement  and  who  succeeded  in  ei^rafting  himself  into  the  good 
will  of  the  homesteaders.  There  was  a  reason.  He  was  a  whole-souled, 
generous  man,  both  iTulividually  and  wt^  the  public  funds,  and  was,  in  fact, 
a  TTiri.n  whom  peo|(lc  liked.  He  was  a  man  of  "de  peoples,"  for  honest  old 
Dutch  Fred,  who  declared  himself  to  be  "dc  peoples,"  died  with  the  request 
that  he  might  be  buried  by  his  side.   When  Dr.  L.  E.  Heatl,  county  superin- 
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tendent,  was  consumptive  and  sick,  Mr.  Murray  prtnnptly  contributed  to  and 
raised  a  fund  to  send  him  west  for  his  health.  O'Brien  county  cannut  excuse 
Mr.  Murray's  public  doings  as  this  history  shows  that  public  business  was 
transacted,  but  all  the  old  settlers  looked  upon  him  with  over  generous  inv 
pulses  and  as  everybody's  friend.  He  must  have  had  a  better  side  to  his  life, 
else  the  old  settlers  who  had  gotten  control  in  1870  would  not  have  elected 
him  county  auditor.  He  was  a  tall,  light  coniplexioned,  full-bearded,  con- 
siunptive  man.  He  died  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1873  and  was  buried  at 
Old  O'Brien,  and  George  Rising  was  his  executor,  though  his  estate  com- 
prised no  imiperty  and  was  dropped.  He  had  married  Phebe  Morrow,  later 
the  wife  of  W.  \V.  DeWitt,  long  a  resident  of  Peterson.  He  was  a  man  of 
industry  !)eyond  his  strength.  He  was  very  attentive  to  details,  but  was 
simply  a  handy  man  for  those  looters,  as  thi'>e  records  show.  lie  was  rather 
a  bookkeeper  than  a  man  w  ith  a  policy.  This  was  what  was  wanted.  He 
evidently  never  inquired  much  about  whys  and  wherefores.  In  the  main  he 
filled  the  dfice  of  county  judge  and  auditor  until  1872.  His  being  a  delicate, 
sickly  man  may  perhaps  partially  accomn  tor  some  of  his  relative  situations 
with  those  first  men.  They  did  the  n-al  l)usincss  and  he  simply  kept  the 
record  of  what  they  did.  He  probably  signed  more  warrants,  bonds,  coupons 
and  orders  and  other  vouchers  in  face  value  than  any  other  man  ever  in  the 
O'Brien  county  offices,  in  either  the  earlier  or  later  years.  However,  unlike 
those  other  "seven,'*  he  was  a  real  homesteader,  but  we  do  not  get  away  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  initiicd  lately  on  the  ground  tlie  very  day  of  this  organiza- 
tion, lie  could  not  ha\e  signed  all  those  warrants  and  vouchers  without 
direct  knowledge  that  bad  business  was  on  deck.  He  probably  signed  three- 
fourths  of  the  warrants  and  other  evidentSes  of  debt  that  made  up  the  colossal 
county  debt  left  as  a  leg^y  for  the  later  settlers  to  worry  with.  He  sub- 
mitted to  their  manipulation  and  participated  therein. 


Andrew  J.  Edwards  became  the  second  county  auditor  on  January  1, 
1872,  at  Old  O'Brien,  and  served  four  years.  He  was  born  at  .Sidney,  Ohio. 
March  20.  1 813.  }lis  father,  William  Edwards,  l>orn  in  1762,  lived  to  be 
one  hundred  years  old.  The  son  was  married  in  1843.  children, 
most  of  fhem  raised  in  tiie  county,  George,  Frank,  diaries,  Mary,  Susan, 
Anna,  Arminta.  William  and  Frederick.  He  enlisted  in  July,  1861 ,  at  Sidney, 
Ohio,  as  captain  of  Company  C.  Twentieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantrv-.  First 
Brigade,  Seccxid  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  was  discharged  July  17, 
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1863.  He  homesteaded  in  O'Brien  county  on  section  24,  in  Grant,  in  1867. 
He  was  every  inch  a  sicklier,  tall,  '-irai'^'^ht  as  an  arrow,  lonj^  black  IjeanI,  a 
man  of  tlistinctly  military  bearing.  .Mr.  Kdwards  was  auditor  during  four 
years  in  its  darkest  period,  and  individtally  passed  through  the  roughest  ex- 
periences of  the  iMoneer,  not  merely  in  county  affairs,  btit  through  the  grass- 
hopper scourge  and  all  else  endured  by  the  homesteader. 

His  oft-re])eate(l  ex|)re<sjf)n,  "Dod  blame  it.  boys,"  mlly  states  the  tumult 
of  both  reeoni  aiul  actual  life  in  which  by  this  time  the  settUr>^  were  trying 
to  take  a  hand,  as  otherwise  herein  sliown.  but  in  which  during  his  term  not 
much  headway  was  made.  That  day  indeed  had  not  yet  arrived.  The  one 
conspicuous  item  durh^  his  admintotration  was  the  gopher  scalp  bounty, 
which  was  ordered  by  the  board  under  .Xrchibald  Murray,  and  in  the  four 
years  of  Mr.  Kdwards'  official  term  assumed  proportions  even  unto  a  swindle 
and  farce,  coniparuig  with  those  earlier  bad  items  we  have  detailed.  .\ 
bounty  of  five,  then  seven,  then  ten  cents  vns  offered.  The  real  wrong  lay 
in  that,  as  it  developed,  it  was  not  so  much  the  ridding  of  gophers  as  the 
thoti^rlit  and  fact  that  the  i>eople  were  dreadful!}  hard  up  incident  to  home- 
steading  and  baftb'ng  of  grasshopi)ers,  and  everyUidy  seeme<l  to  \  ii  ld  to  the 
current  hand-<lown  for  those  years  that  ctnuity  warrants  l>eing  about  the  only 
nicney  in  circulation,  each  |)arty  wanted  some  share,  and  this  placed  them  in 
easy  access  to  all.  The  reader  will  judge  the  extent  to  which  the  homesteader 
had  a  partial  excuse.  It  evidently  got  clear  away  from  its  legal  intentions. 
They  were  brought  in  by  the  hundreds  and  many  jibes  were  thrust  at  Captain 
Edwards  in  his  dilemtna  in  coutuing  stale  scalps,  and  (  as  was  the  joke)  hides 
cut  up  into  scalps.  The  jxfople  tinally,  as  this  debt  question  was  discussed, 
insisted  on  its  beif^  abolished.  The  interest  on  this  debt  itself  during  his 
term,  at  ten  per  cent,  was  nearly  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per  year.  They 
simply  despaired  at  the  outlook  and  kept  right  on  issuing  county  warrants. 
It  all  resulted,  however,  at  the  election  in  1873  of  the  [H-opIe  dcTuanding  a 
candidate  for  that  office  who  would  go  into  those  matters  anti  all  matters 
relating  to  the  troubles  of  the  county,  and  to  probe  and  ascertain  its  real  con- 
ditions, which  was  accomplished  in  the  candidacy  of  George  W.  Schee,  his 
election,  and  his  assumption  of  the  office  on  January  i,  1876.  The  county 
(juestions  solved  out  during  his  term  will  be  found  elsew  here,  and  also  in  his 
biography,  as  will  likewise  l>e  found  the  c<»ntinued  (juestions  in  this  office 
under  the  administration.  The  reader  is  also  referred  to  the  biography  of 
J.  L.  E.  Peck  and  other  items  hereon  reciting  the  policies  of  his  administration 
of  the  office  of  county  auditor  from  1880  to  1884. 
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TUE  COUNTY  TREASURV  AMD  ITS  OFFICIALS. 

In  a  gmeral  way  we  have  divided  the  county  affairs  into  two  periods. 
We  have  recited  the  early  debt  and  its  attending  results.   These  results  did 

not  end  in  a  day.  First,  tlien,  the  pi-riod  from  the  organization  of  the  cunnty 
up  to  January  i,  1884.  at  which  time  the  people  had  practically  solved  these 
old  matters  and  decided  uix)n  its  pohcy  of  payment  of  the  debt  and  had  placed 
tiie  county  on  a  cash  basis.  These  twenty-four  years  were  itideed  the  troublous 
and  vexatious  years  of  the  county.  Second,  the  period  from  January  1, 1884, 
to  the  present  time,  or  the  prosperous  period. 

The  followinf^  is  a  list  of  the  county  treasurers  during  this  first  twenty- 
four  years:  Hannibal  H.  Waterman,  from  February  6.  i8(x),  to  Xo\ ember 
II,  i860;  I.  C  Furber,  from  November  11,  i860,  to  January  i,  1862;  James 
W.  Bosler,  from  January  i,  1862,  to  June  i,  1862;  J.  R.  M.  Cbfer.  from 
June  I,  1862,  to  March  2.  186,^ ;  David  Carroll  from  March  2,  1863,  to  June 
2,  1864;  John  I..  Mcl'arland,  from  June  2,  1864,  to  January  i.  1865:  Archi- 
bald Murray,  from  January  1,  1865.  to  January  i,  1868;  Chester  W.  Ininan, 
from  January  1,  1868.  to  January  i,  1870;  Rouse  B.  Crego,  from  January  i, 
1870,  to  February  25,  1871 ;  John  R.  Pumphrey,  from  February  25,  1871, 
to  January  i,  1874;  J.  C  Doling,  from  January  i,  1874,  to  January  i,  1876; 
Stephen  Harris,  from  January  i,  1876.  tu  January  i,  1878;  T.  J.  Alexander, 
from  January  i.  187S,  to  Jaiuiary  i,  1884. 

During  this  first  period  the  county  had  the  old  debt,  the  grasshoppers, 
the  lirst  openings  of  farms,  pioneer  incidentals,  and  individtial  debts  galore  to 
deal  with.  During  this  time  also  the  whole  east  and  south  half  of  tiie  county 
had  but  one  store  and  one  Ivank.  and  that  bank  with  no  capital.  They  were 
inade<iuate  to  meet  the  needed  credits.  The  county  treasurers  had  their  trou- 
bles. Jt  was  about  the  <»ne  and  only  place  where  actual  niDuey  existed.  The 
county  treasurers  were  all  placed  like  unto  the  predicanjcnl  of  Clark  Green 
in  his  store  in  the  dishing  out  of  his  groceries.  It  needed  a  heart  of  flint  to 
withstand  the  pitiful  appeals  to  both  stordceeper  and  county  treasurer.  It  all 
created  a  i>erplcxing  problem. 

Chester  W.  Inman,  who  was  county  treasurer  from  January  1,  1868, 
to  January  i,  1870,  was,  after  his  term  expired,  cited  before  the  board  three 
times  to  make  accounting  by  record  resolution  and  suit  was  ordered.  Rouse 
B.  Crego,  who  was  treasurer  in  1870  and  part  of  1871,  was  addicted  to  drink. 
He  bought  four  thousand  dollars  worth  of  horses,  as  was  claimed,  with  the 
(8) 
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public  funds,  shipped  them  to  Sioux  City,  sold  them  and  spent  a  lot  of  the 
mon^,  being  absent  sex'eral  weeks.  The  board,  by  resolution,  declared  the 

office  vacant,  and  appointed  John  R.  Pumphrey  to  the  office,  he  being  Crego's 
deputy.  On  Mr.  Crt-go's  n-tiirn  lie  hnnif^ht  suit  in  the  courts  to  recover  the 
oftUc  hack,  hut  the  courts  su.stained  the  ouster.  Mr.  Pumphrey  hekl  the  ohice 
until  January  i,  1874,  followed  by  J.  C.  Doling.  Mr.  Doling  had  no  troubles 
and  filled  the  office  two  years. 

Stephen  Harris  was  the  deputy  of  Mr.  Doling  two  years,  and  then  was 
himself  treasurer  for  two  years.  Mr.  Harris  held  the  treasurer'.s  (jftice  during 
the  four  hardest  years  of  the  i^rasshopper  i)eri<>d.  These  conditions  brought 
discontent  and  discouragement  with  the  i>cople.  At  the  clo.se  of  Mr.  Harris' 
term  occurred  one  of  the  most  exciting  pi^ilitical  hghts  ever  in  the  county, 
between  Mr.  Harris  and  T.  J.  Alexander.  Mr.  Alexander  was  nominated  in 
the  convention  against  Mr  Harris  by  only  one-seventh  of  a  vote  majority, 
and  was  elected  at  the  polls  by  only  seventeen  majority. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

These  close  figures  brought  on  an  election  content  in  a  special  court  Iw- 
t\seen  these  two  randi<latcs.  .\s  provided  by  the  >tatute,  the  court  to  hear 
and  determine  such  contests  is  made  up  of  three  judges,  one,  the  chairman  of 
tiw  board  of  supervisors,  in  this  case  B.  F.  McCormack.  Each  party  under 
the  statute  selected  one  judge  Mr.  Harris  selected  William  E.  Welch,  an- 
other n:ember  of  the  Ix^ard  from  Baker  township,  and  Mr.  .Alexander  .se- 
lected J.  C.  Elliott,  of  Sheldon,  the  three  onuprisitig  the  court.  Charles  H. 
Allen.  O.  M.  liarrelt  and  D.  A.  \V.  Perkins  acted  as  attorneys  for  Mr.  Har- 
ris, and  M.  B.  Davis  and  J.  L.  E.  Peck  for  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  facts  developed  that  in  Carroll  township  they  had  used  a.  cigar  box 
for  a  ballot  box,  as  was  often  done  in  the  early  day.  It  was  proved  during 
Hat  process  of  votng  at  the  election  that  they  could  see  the  ballots  through 
the  cracks. 

The  attorneys  for  Mr.  Alexander  had  procured  the  affidavits  of  practi- 
cally every  voter  in  the  township  who  had  voted  for  him  to  that  effect,  and 
the  same  voters  were  offered  as  witnesses  at  the  trial  to  so  testify.  Evidence 
relating  to  the  cigar  box  being  used,  and  that  the  judge  had  taken  it  home  to 
dinner  was  introduced. 

A  large  crowd  from  all  over  the  county  was  present,  and  the  people 
were  much  excited.  It  lasted  three  days  and  its  incidents  and  details  cen- 
tered around  many  other  items  than  the  office  itself.  It  was  objected  that  the 
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voters  should  not  be  allowed  to  divulge  how  they  voted,  and  tliiit  it  was  in- 
tended that  a  vote  was  sacred  and  secret,  not  only  with  the  individual  but 
with  the  public,  and  that  it  was  against  public  policy  to  allow  it  to  be  so 

divulged.  The  argtiments  on  this  question  aroused  much  public  sentiment. 
Two  members  of  the  court  sustained  these  objections,  the  other  meinher  vot- 
ing that  in  his  judgment  the  evidence  should  lie  heard.  At  all  events  this  in- 
censed the  crowd  present,  and  the  excitement  was  intense.  The  contest,  in 
its  hearing  and  arguments,  was  enlarged  to  include  all  the  then  public  agita- 
tions. 

This  l)rought  on  one  of  the  most  dramatic  scenes  ever  in  the  county. 
1-Vank  l-"risl)ce,  of  Sheldon,  jumped  out  into  the  center  of  the  floor  in  the 
court  room  and,  in  very  emphatic  and  vigorous  language,  read  the  riot  act  to 
the  court  on  all  past  matters  and  intimated  strongly  what  the  crowd  might 
da  Many  in  the  crowd  on  both  sides  were  armed,  and  it  seemed  for  several 
hours  that  {dtysical  violence  would  result,  but  fortunately  it  calmed  down. 
The  court  adjourned  for  three  days.  Tt  nexi-r,  in  fact,  reconvened  in  the 
court  room  as  a  court.  This  item  is  cited  as  one  of  tho.se  stern  pioneer  oc- 
currences where  a  public  question  was  in  effect  decided  in  the  public  £oruni. 

The  evidence  and  trial  simply  "quit.**  William  E.  Welch  and  J.  C.  Elliott, 
two  of  tlie  judges,  met  on  Deceml)cr  i.  1877,  and  signed  the  order  awarding 
the  iitTire  to  Mr.  Alexamler.  as  shown  by  the  election  hook  page  i  iH.  Mr. 
McCorniack  did  not  join.  In  all  reality.  P..  i'.  McCormack.  chairman  <if  the 
board  and  one  of  the  judges,  was  the  real  individual  on  trial.  In  effect  he 
was  a  judge  trying  his  own  case.  The  issue  simply  hovered  around  the 
shoulders  of      two  candidates. 

Stephen  Harris  was  a  highly  educated  man  and  had  hn^en  county  super- 
intendent of  schools.  He  at  once  engaged  as  principal  of  the  Prinighar  high 
school,  which  position  he  held  tor  several  years.  He  later  organized  and 
became  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Buik  of  PauUina,  whidi  he  conducted  for 
many  years  and  handed  down  to  its  present  cashier.  George  W.  Harris,  his 
son.  Stephen  Harris  was  one  of  those  men  who  in  the  years  built  up  instead 
of  dow  n. 

T.  J.  .Mexaiuler  iieeame  county  treasurer  Jaiiuarv  i,  1878,  with  the 
highest  hoi>es  and  best  wishes.  Regrctable  as  it  may  .seem,  and  which  later 
became  an  admitted  fact,  Mr.  Alexander  became  short  in  his  puUic  funds 
in  the  sum  of  about  eleven  thousand  dollars.  The  amount  was  later  made 

up  and  the  county  lost  nothing.  The  otTire  was  not  yet  on  a  banking  basis. 
S-id  as  it  may  be  to  record,  we  must  add  the  further  fact  of  the  pathetic 
death  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Martha  .Alexander,  who  had  withstood  the  hard  pio- 
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neering  of  O'Brien  county,  only  to  meet  her  fate  in  a  gasoline  explosion, 
from  a  stove,  barning  her  so  badly  that  she  died  the  same  day.  On  that  very 
day  they  were  to  move  into  the  later  and  modem  home  th^  had  provided  for 
old  age. 

A  SECOND  PERIOD  OF  AUDITORS  AMD  TREASURERS. 

We  will  now  notice  the  second  period  referred  to.  from  January  i,  1884. 
to  the  present  time,  and  contrast  situations.  We  have  treated  the  auditor's 
and  treasurer's  offices  together  as,  with  the  board  of  sui)crvisors.  constituting 
tho  county  government.  The  people  were  getting  themselves  loo^c  from 
many  of  their  troubles.  The  investigation  into  the  whole  back  matters  of 
tiM  county  by  George  W.  Schee  was  commenced  January  i,  1876.  The 
policies  of  that  office  then  decidedly  changed.  The  whole  county  was  solving 
Itself  out.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  several  sundry  items  and  articles 
showing  tin-  gradual  uplift  of  the  nuuity.  It  will  he  a  pli  aNiire  to  the  reader 
to  realize  the  gradual  changed  c<inditions  in  the  cnunty  generally.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  county  treasurers  since  January  i.  18K4;  l-rank  X. 
Derby,  six  years,  from  January  i,  1884*  to  January  i,  1890;  Henry  Rerick. 
six  years,  from  January  i,  1890,  to  January  i,  1896;  Chriss  R.  West,  two 
years,  from  January  i,  iSqC).  to  January  i.  1898;  Perry  A.  F.dington.  two 
years,  from  January  i,  to  January  i,  i(XX>:  Lester  T.  Aldinger.  four 

years,  from  January  i,  kjoo,  to  January  i,  1904;  Alex  Stewart,  live  years, 
from  January  i,  1904,  to  January  1.  1909;  Lester  T.  Aldinger,  four  years« 
from  January  i,  1909,  to  January  i,  1913;  Harry  C.  May,  present  incumbent, 
from  January  i,  1913. 

COUNTV  TREASURY  ON  A  BANKING  BASIS. 

Henry  Rerick,  who  Iiecame  county  treasurer  January  1,  1890,  was  the 
first  treasurer  to  put  this  nlVice  and  its  large  funds  on  a  strictly  hanking  hasis 
in  its  methods  oi  husinesN.  and  which  has  l)een  firmly  sustained  by  each  of 
the  treasurers  since.  Ihc  reavler  can  see  wliy  former  treasurers  were  not 
able  to  so  place  it  prior  to  this  time.  The  county  during  all  that  first  twenty- 
four  years,  in  a  greater  t>r  less  degree,  as  the  people  got  control,  was  in  the 
throes  and  dregs  following  the  great  debt  and  its  attendant  mischiefs.  Small 
partial  payments  on  the  multitude  of  outstanding  warrants  and  kind  coujvins 
added  much  to  the  troubles  of  those  early  treasurers.  Add  to  this  the  hard 
times  and  the  grasshopper  scourge  referred  to,  and  still  added  were  the  in- 
dividual debts  of  the  people,  which  were  harrassing  and  which  all  mingled 
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themselves  mtih  puUic  affairs.  It  permeated  all  avenues,  county,  town,  town- 
ship and  individual.  But  let  us  keep  in  mind  all  the  time  that  O'Brien  county 
kept  on  correcting  her  situations,  on  these  se\eral  troublous  lines,  until  it 

now  reached  a  |)oint  wlierc  it  could  be  said  that  thev  were  no  longer  repeated. 
Relating  U)  the  policies  of  the  county  during  the  terni^  nt  J.  L.  E.  Peck  and 
George  W.  Schcc.  as  connected  with  the  board  and  public  matters,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  articles  under  sundry  other  chapters  and  to  the  biographies  of 
each.  Having  thus  been  gone  into  fully  they  need  not  be  here  repeated. 


Charles  H.  Winterble  became  deputy  auditor  in  1886  under  T.  J.  Alexan- 
der. Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Alexan«ler  was  also  c  unty  treasurer,  we  will  make 
his  items  cover  Ixtth  offices,  and  which  have  been  d\\  elt  ii[>on  in  various  arti- 
cles. Mr.  Alexander  removed  to  Sutherland,  to  engage  in  the  mercantile 
business,  in  the  middle  of  his  term,  and  hence  Mr.  Winterble  became  vir- 
tually county  auditor  at  that  time  and  was  himself  continued  as  auditm'  from 
January  i,  1888,  until  January  i,  1895.  Many  of  the  main  policies  related 
to  the  resumption  on  a  cash  basis  and  the  old  debt,  and  its  rebonding  of  1881 
and  then  rethiction  of  the  interest  from  the  prior  ten  to  seven  per  cent,  later 
to  six  and  live  and  hnally  to  four  and  one-half,  and  many  of  these  questions 
had  been  settled.  But  they  were  not  all  settled  and  could  not  be  settled  in  a 
day.  It  was  during  Mr.  WinterUe's  term  that  the  ddit  was  reduced  to  and 
a  rebonding  had  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  at  six 
per  cent.  The  present  court  house  was  built  just  at  the  time  in  1886  that  he 
l)ecame  deputy  auditor.  His  long  term,  however,  may  be  said  to  have  been 
among  tlw  building  years  that  had  now  gotten  under  full  headway.  Durii^ 
his  term  the  county  paid  off  all  the  way  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  and  which  was  continued  until  now  (1914)  there  is  no  debt  of  any 
description  against  the  county.  W  hile  he  was  defnity  and  under  Mr.  .Mexan- 
der's  term  the  county,  on  ()ctol)er  19.  1887.  purchased  the  half  section  of  land 
of  the  Milwaukee  roatl  lor  a  county  home  at  four  dollars  per  acre.  Ihe 
board,  with  a  larger  levy  to  draw  on,  b^n  to  advance  into  the  better  grade 
of  bridges,  building  of  culverts,  making  of  roads,  and  alt  public  improve- 
ments. It  was  during  these  four  terms  of  county  management  under  Mr. 
Schee.  J.  L.  K.  Peck.  T.  J.  .\lexander  and  Mr.  W  interltle  that  the  county 
was  gradually  looking  up  and  out  into  a  greater  U  Bnen  county.  During 
these  years  and  later  on  and  now,  this  office  has  become  largely  administra^ 
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tive  rather  than  tumultuous,  though  this  emerging  from  these  old  matters  of 
necessity  was  a  growth. 

OTHER  COUNTY  AUDITORS. 

Its  early  troubles  mainly  ended  as  we  have  recited ;  it  has  remained  for 
the  succeeding  county  auditors,  with  the  boards  of  supervisors  and  other  pub- 
lic officials,  to  pursue  this  administrative  routine  in  large  i)art.  The-  list  of 
those  auditors  and  their  terms  are  ijiven  almve.  namely.  John  T.  Conn,  l-rank 
C  \\  heaion,  John  P.  Dossert  and  now  Joseph  li.  Stamp.  Wlien  we  use  this 
term  administrative,  it  means  largely  the  same  prop(»ition  in  various  forms 
we  have  heretofore  mentioned,  relating  to  the  treasurer's  office,  namely,  that 
in  the  first  twenty-four  years  practically  sdl  the  county  treasurers  had  serious 
trou!)Ies  with  funds,  and  in  the  later  thirty  years  not  a  shortajje  ha«  occurred. 
This  same  substantial  cleaning  up,  this  same  systematic  anti  Imsiniss-lik-e 
method  has  developed  in  all  official  acts  in  the  county.  Its  early  troubles 
have  been  of  benefit  and  held  up  as  a  warning,  turning  attention  of  the  people 
to  a  rightful  and  definite  demand  for  a  strict  accounting  on  all  lines  of  public 
affairs.  It  was  not  done  in  a  year.  Indeed,  as  we  have  seen,  those  tunnilts 
carried  down  sundry  nun  nf  better  and  gcuxl  intentions.  This  has  now  be- 
come so  generally  accepted  and  established  that  we  doubt  if  any  county  in 
the  state  in  its  public  affairs  as  well  as  its  general  public  business  and  mer- 
chandising and  trade  is  based  on  any  higher  moral  standard  than  now  in  this 
county  in  all  its  departments.  This  does' not  mean  that  its  present  officials 
have  or  need  no  policies.  Rut  it  d(x-s  mean  that  those  |>olicies  are  now 
policies  of  growth  and  business  and  not  of  tumult.  In  all  its  departments, 
whether  public,  private,  farming,  merchandising,  modes  of  living  or  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  all  are  up  to  the  modem  idcials  of  the  best  situations.  The 
county  speaks  out  its  own  uplift.  The  puUic  business  is  now  largely  routine 
and  adniinistrati\ e.  It  means  that  we  have  reached  the  periotl  of  the  rcmilar 
anil  the  better  of  e\ frytliiii,t,',  a  period  of  indtpetKkMue  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  the  county  generally  and  that  they  have  got  out  and  away  from  the 
debt  and  judgment-fearing  period.  It  has  reached  the  period  of  high-grade 
farming,  instead  of  simply  doing  what  they  could.  It  all  means  better  roads, 
modern  culverts,  bridges,  houses,  barns,  fences,  school  buildings,  clothes, 
comfortable  conditions.  l)etter  grades  of  stock,  safer  and  sounder  business, 
the  certain  instead  of  the  uncertain. 
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COUNTY  SfiCORDER  S  OFFICB. 

Miss  Bessie  J.  Beers  is  the  present  county  recorder  and  the  only  tedy 
ever  holding  that  office  in  the  county.  This  c^ce  is  almost  strictly  routiiie» 

in  the  recording  and  indexing  of  the  suntlry  instruments  filed  for  record.  The 
recorder  does  have  howexer,  a  feu  other  (hities.  one,  to  examine  tlie  ab- 
stracts of  title  to  town  plats  tiled  and  tu  pass  upon  tlieir  sufticiency,  becoming  a 
sort  of  quasi  judicial  duty.  The  recorder,  with  the  clerk  of  courts  and  county 
auditor,  draws  the  grand  and  petit  juries.  The  book  of  or^nal  entries  of 
homesteads  certified  and  made  up  at  the  United  States  land  office  at  Des 
Moines  is  kv]){  in  this  oftlce. 

l  lic  rctcirdei  's  office  in  O'Brien  county  now  contains  a  httle  over  three 
hundred  record  books,  of  about  six  hundred  and  forty  pages  each,  or,  in  other 
words,  there  have  been  recorded  since  the  organization  of  the  county  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  thousand  instruments  of  all  kinds.  The 
following  records  are  found  in  this  ofRce: 


Indexes  of  Land  Deeds   17 

Indexes  of  Mortgages   15 

Indexes  Town  Lot  Deeds   7 

Indexes  Town  Lot  Mortgages   6 

Indexes  C  hattel  Mortgages   16 

Land  Deed  Records   45 

Land  Mortgage  Records   59 

Town  Lot  Deed  Records   26 

Town  Lot  Mortgage  Records   1 7 

Chattel  Mortgage  Records   66 

Original  Entry  Record   1 


Corporation  Records   a 

Physicians'  Record   i 

Farm  Names  Record  ^»   1 

Affidavits  and  Powers  of  Attorney  r 

School  h'lind  Mortgage  Records —  3 

Town  Plat  Record   i 

MisceUaneottS  Records   3 

Other  Records   20 

Total  307 


The  deeds  that  were  recorded  on  O'Brien  county  lands  prior  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  county  in  i860,  were  copied  and  certified  to  by  John  P. 
Allison,  count\-  judge  of  Woodbury  coufity,  to  which  it  had  belonged,  on 
July  21,  i8bo.  The  first  deed  was  recorded  m  May,  1857,  Andrew  M.  Hunt 
to  Elijah  Bent  Samuel  H.  Cassaday  was  county  recordo'  of  Woodbury  in 
.1857  and  Charles  R  Hedges  for  1858-59^. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  county  recorders  and  their  terms:  Ilaimi- 
bal  H.  Watemian.  February  6,  i860,  to  November  il,  i860;  I.  C.  Furber, 
November  u,  i860,  to  January  1,  1862;  James  W.  Bosler,  January  i,  1862, 
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to  June  I.  iH6j;  J.  R.  M.  Cofcr,  June  i,  1862.  to  March  2.  1863;  David 
Carroll,  Marcli  2,  1863,  to  June  2,  1864;  John  L.  McFarUmd,  June  2,  1864, 
to  January  i,  1865. 

Each  of  the  following  officials  of  tliis  office  served  full  calendar  years 
thereafter:  Archibald  Murray,  1865-1870;  McAIlen  Green,  1871-1872;  A.  J. 
Brock,  1873-1876;  C  Longshore,  i877-i8;8:  J.  Hinshaw,  1879-1880;  Hubert 
Spragtie.  1881-1882;  William  H.  Noyes,  188^1886;  Isaac  Clements,  1887- 
1890:  Frank  D.  Mitchell.  1891-1894;  Frank  Herrick.  18(^5-1898;  Isaac  L. 
Rerick,  1899-1902;  James  S.  Beers,  1903-190O;  William  H.  Brown,  1907- 
J910;  Bessie  J.  Beers,  1911  

COUmV  SURVEYORS. 

The  county  surveyor's  office  was  much  more  in  importance  in  the  early 
than  in  the  later  years.  This  was  true  from  the  fact  that  the  early  home- 
steaders had  to  locate  their  claims,  their  lines  and  their  comers.  Schocd  sites 

w  ere  rci|nired  to  be  measured  ofT.  and  roads  estaUished  and  squared  up.  This 
was  a!l  practically  completed  in  1897,  J.  H.  l-'rishee  served  for  aI)out  six  vcars 
from  1898.  From  this  time  there  was  practically  no  surveyor,  so  little  busi- 
ness was  there  to  be  done  and  parties  elected  did  not  qualify.  The  following 
is  the  list:  Archibald  Murray,  1860-1861 ;  L.  McClellan,  1862-1867;  D.  W. 
Inman,  1868-1869;  J.  F.  Schofield.  1870-1871;  A.  J.  Brock.  1872-1876;  W. 
H.  Riddell,  1877;  Ed.  A.  Smith,  1878-1879;  Chas.  M.  Griffith,  1880-1881  ; 
Jesse  A.  Smith,  18821890;  Frank  E.  Wade,  1891-1897;  J.  B.  Frisbee, 
1 898- 1 903. 

UBHBBRS  OP  BOARD  OF  SUPBRVISORS. 

We  give  below  the  names  of  the  several  men  who  have  served  as  mem- 
bers of  the  several  lj(jards  of  suinrrvisors,  giving  them  in  the  order  of  their 
elections,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  separating  them  in  the  decades.  Several  of 
the  men  below  given  have  served  at  different  periods,  and  on  different  boards, 
but  will  give  below  the  decade  they  first  became  a  member. 

1860-1870— John  H.  Cofer.  1.  C.  Furber,  D.  Clark.  Moses  Lewi>  jnlin 
L.  Mcl'arlaiid,  John  Moore,  Asa  Tyler,  Daniel  W.  Innian,  Rouse  B.  Crego, 
and  W.  H.  Baker. 

1870-1880— Chester  W.  Innian,  John  W.  KeUy.  Hannibal  H.  Water- 
man, Obediah  Higbe,  Isaac  L.  Rerick,  T.  J.  Fields,  B.  F.  McCormade.  Z.  P. 

Freeman,  Harley  Day,  John  M.  Royer.  H.  F..  Iloagland.  William  E.  Welch. 
Benjamin  Jones,  Charles  F.  Albright,  Warren  Walker,  John  F.  Burroughs. 
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William  W.  Johnson,  Jo9q>h  Rowland,  Ralph  Doi^,  Thomas  Holmes, 

William  Oliver,  Ezra  M.  Brady,  Jac  h  !!  Wolf,  Emanuel  Kindig. 

1880-1890 — George  Hakeman.  John  L.  Kinney.  Daniel  M.  Sheldon. 
Henry  Hoernian,  W.  W.  Reynolds,  Oliver  M.  Slinnkwiler.  John  VV.  Gaunt, 
J.  E.  Wheelock,  George  O.  Wheeler,  J,  A.  W  arncr  and  li.  l\  Scott. 

1890-1900— Jdm  Bowlcy,  Ed  C.  Parker,  John  Warnke,  James  K.  Mc- 
Andrew,  Jolm  RIio<!es.  Hein\  Appledorm,  Charles  Youde,  John  Warnke, 
Henry  J.  Merry  and  William  Klein. 

1900-1910— Josc])h  Shinski,  D.  M.  X<,rton.  Tom  E.  Mann.  John  San- 
ders, E.  H.  McClclian,  George  J.  Smith,  Theodore  Zimmerman,  C.  L.  Rock- 
well and  Peter  Swonson. 

1910-1914— W.  C.  Jackson,  M.  F.  McXistt,  Ralph  Jordan  and  William- 
Strampe. 

PRESENT  IIEMBEBS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Peter  Swenson,  chairman.  M.  F.  McNutt,  W.  C.  Jackson,  Ralph  C.  Jor- 
dan and  William  Strampe. 

COUNTY  ATTORNEYS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  county  attorneys  who  have  served  since  the 

creation  of  that  office  January  i,  1887:  James  B.  Dunn,  1887-1892;  John 
T.  Conn,  1893-1894;  D.  A.  W.  Perkins.  1895-1896;  C.  A.  Baljcock,  1897- 
1898;  A.  J.  Walsmith,  1899-1902;  Joe  Morton,  1903-1906;  Roscoe  J.  Locke. 
1906. 

OLD  AND  NEW  BOARDS  OF  SUPERVISORS. 

Refonns  did  not  come  in  a  day.  Tt  \va-  !i anl  to  remove  a  wh<»k'  hoard 
with  elections  three  years  apart.  One  nu-nilx-r  went  out  lor  re-election  with 
the  bold  argument,  "See  here,  I've  robbed  this  county  all  I  need  to.  Put  in 
a  new  man  and  you  will  have  to  do  it  all  over  again.  I  can  do  this  county  a 
lot  of  good."  And  he  showed  them  how.  The  change  came,  cog  by  cog. 
Boldness  doth  disarm  in  meantime,  however.  Bills  and  bills  became  harder 
to  get  passed.  A  new  set  of  remarks  b^;an  to  be  heard.  Some  one  would 
sing  out: 

"The  gopher  scalp  days  are  over, 
Good  by,  Old  Bridges,  good  by. 
Good  by." 
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or  some  one  would  snap  out  snarlingly:  "Ralph  Dodge  will  cut  your  bill 

down,"  or  "Uncle  Jaky  is  on  the  board,"  this  time  referring  to  rnclc  Jacob  H. 
Wolf,  a  new  incnilx-r.  Sonic  one  else  would  say,  "Old  honest  John  L.  Kinney, 
of  Sheldon,  can  see  through  that  bill  with  his  blind  eye."  Or  the  expression 
M'ould  be  used  when  a  bill  would  be  rejected  that,  "the  stuff's  off."  Or  it 
would  be  Deputy  Qerk  Lon  F.  Derby,  who  would  rip  out  a  string  of  pro- 
fanity reaching  dear  aromid  the  court  house,  in  righteous  condemnation  of 
the  earlier  and  later  innnhugs.  Mr.  Derby's  hooest  and  blunt  profanity  put 
bodcbone  into  more  than  one  item. 

But  O'Brien  county  has  indeed  been  lortunaie  in  its  boards  of  super- 
visors since  it  once  got  onto  Its  feet  from  the  old  doiQgs.  For  instance,  when 
Daniel  M.  Sheldon,  of  Sutherland,  and  William  W.  (Bill)  Johnson,  an  old 
homesteader,  and  Ben  Jones,  of  Sheldon,  got  onto  the  board  they  were 
referred  to  as  tlie  "Triumvirate  of  Stal)ility."  It  was  remarked  of  Rzra  M. 
Brady  when  on  the  board,  "That  when  he  sat  down  on  those  old  bad  things, 
that  he  sat  down  two  hundred  forty  hard,"  which  was  his  weight  Thomas 
Hoknes  was  dtibbed  "Honest  Tom"  Holmes. 

B.  F.  McCormack  still  on  the  board,  however,  and  not  yet  ready  to 
give  up  the  ghost  on  Ix-half  of  his  "old  regime."  as  he  pnnully  called  it,  wnuld 
sarcastically  recite,  with  a  ])nnctuation  point  on  each  word,  '"Boys,  Ik-!ioI(|, 
the  old  things  have  passed  away,  and  all  things  have  become  new";  "we 
must  fulfill  our  election  pledges  to  the  dear  cattle,  the  people*' ;  "I've  reformed 
and  am  now  refonniqg  this  board" 

But  finally  O'Brien  county  got  onto  its  feet,  and  was  actually  walking 
around  with  a  lantern,  looking  for  an  honest  man  and  hunting  for  a  <Iay  of 
prosperity.  The  morning  light  was  breaking.  An  acre  of  blue  sky  had  ai>- 
peared  above  the  horizon.  A  star  in  the  east  had  arisen.  The  wise  men  were 
taking  action,  and  bringing  gifts  of  frankincense  and  myrrh  to  the  child 
O'Brien  cotmty. 

It  would  extend  this  item  too  long  to  review  the  alxne  Iiin<,'  list  i>f  niem- 
l)ers  of  the  boards  of  supervisors  in  detail.  We  can  onI\  illustrate.  The  very 
fact  of  the  county  being  in  and  moving  out  of  such  throes  of  badness,  seemed 
to  spur  on  each  board  and  member,  as  it  did  likewise  the  people,  to  watch- 
fulness. We  give  a  full  fist  of  the  members  of  the  several  boards,  and  must 
content  ourselves  with  allowing  the  general  mass  of  go<xl  results  to  serve  as 
the  monument  to  these  several  new  members  and  new  boards  of  supervisors 
clear  down  to  date. 
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COUNTY  PAMC  AND  COUNTY  HOME  BUILDING. 

On  June  25,  19 13,  occurred  the  dedication  of  the  county  home  building. 
On  Octol)er  19.  1887,  the  board  of  supervisors  made  the  payment  of  principal 
and  interest  in  the  sum  ot  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars 
and  seventy  cents  to  secure  a  deed  to  the  half  section  of  land  they  had  pur- 
chased at  four  dollars  per  acre,  namely,  the  north  half  of  section  5,  township 
95,  range  40,  Highland  township,  located  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Primghar,  for  a  county  home.  It  was  purchased  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
ik  St.  Paul  Railroad,  and  was  a  very  fortunate  purchase.  Today  the  huul  itself 
is  worth  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  considering  the  new  modern,  lireprool, 
brick  building  built  in  19 13,  at  a  cost  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

When  purchased  the  land  was  raw  prairie.  Soon  afterwards  a  fine 
grove  of  ten  acres  was  planted.  Unlike  the  okler  homestead  groves,  consist- 
ing and  limited  to  mainly  cottonwood,  maple  and  willow,  the  county  thus 
later  was  not  thus  hampered,  and  succeeded  in  securing  a  great  \'ariety  of  all 
classes  of  hardy  and  ornamental  tt«es.  At  the  dedication  this  giuve  had 
just  reached  its  fine  shade  omdition  in  size  of  trees.  A  large  open  space  of 
about  two  acres  was  left  for  a  lawn,  which  slopes  from  the  front  of  the  new 
home  building  on  a  Hne  proportionate  grade.  This  tract  is  one  of  the  finest 
half  sections  in  the  county. 

in  comparison  with  other  articles  herein  relating  to  the  actual  homes 
or  shacks  and  troubles  of  the  decade  in  the  seventies,  it  all  seems  like  a  fairy 
tale,  but  nevertheless  true  and  refreshing  to  pen  the  true  fact  that  in  191 3 
O'Brien  county  erected  a  county  home  for  God's  unfortunate,  and  that,  too, 
without  a  levy  for  the  purpose.  It  was  built  from  surplus  funds  tliat  had 
accumulated  from  our  new  prosperities. 

It  is  modem  m  every  particular.  We  but  bespeak  the  pride  of  the 
cotmty  and  we  add  the  high-f|Tade  humanity  of  its  people,  when  we  say  that 
it  is  among  the  finest  in  the  state.  Like  all  other  modernisms,  the  methods 
of  caring  for  the  poor  ha\e  rlevelojied  and  been  studied  out  on  practical  lines. 
Before  beginning  its  construction,  the  members  of  the  l>oard.  I'eter  Swen.son. 
chairman,  Ralph  C.  Jordan,  W.  C.  Jackson,  William  Stramix:  and  M.  F.  Mc- 
Nutt.  went  themselves  as  committees  and  with  architects  to  visit  other 
oounti«»  latety  building  such  structures,  to  study  the  most  approved  methods.  - 
The  outer  wall  is  of  matt  face,  hydraulic  pressure  brick  made  at  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  trimmed  with  Bedford  stone,  and  is  forty-eight  by  ninety  feet 
in  size,  with  two  full  stories  and  Ijascment.  The  stairs,  walls  and  floors  are 
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constnictt"(I  of  rcinturced  concrete.  The  rooms  and  departments  are  in  pro- 
portion  l.<  thr  needs  in  tlie  care  of  such  unfortunates. 

The  main  contraci  for  tiic  building  itself  was  let  to  Lauritzcn  &  W  as&on, 
of  Waterloo.  The  heating  plant  was  pot  in  by  Swanson  &  Betzworth,  of 
Cherokee.  The  county  at  this  time  has  tihirty-four  patients  in  the  state  hos- 
pital at  Cherokee,  whicli  is  alniut  the  average  for  ten  years  last  past.  It  is 
the  present  thought  of  the  board  tlial  of  this  number  the  milder  i>art  can  be 
the  better  cared  for  in  this  county  home,  and  many  have  been  accordingly 
removed. 

It  seemed  a  curioos  ooinddenoe  or  fact  that  the  greatest  gathering  dur- 
ing the  year  1913  in  the  county,  and  at  the  dimax  in  prosperity  in  its  fifty- 
eight  years  of  histor\-  slionld  occur  in  its  dedication  of  a  county  home,  cost- 
ing^ twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  future  unfortunate.  The  building 
then  was  about  ten  feet  above  ground.  It  was  a  model  day.  It  was  estimated 
there  were  inm  three  to  four  tfiousand  people  present.  In  number,  about 
four  htmdred  automobiles  passed  the  gate,  besides  amrt  than  as  many  more 
other  vehicles.  It  was  a  representative  gathering  from  all  over  the  county, 
with  old  homesteaders  and  old  soldiers  in  evidence,  though  the  numlKT  is  fast 
dwindling.  The  crow<l  were  iiassinq-  judgment  on  all  sides  that  tliev  ha<l 
discovered  the  ideal  six)t  for  future  picnics  and  gatherings  in  liiat  Ixauiiful 
ten-acre  grove. 

William  5.  Armstrong  acted  as  president  of  the  day.  These  stately  auto- 

mol>iles.  and  in  such  numlH-rs.  fit  for  the  kings,  and  a  twenty-five-thousand- 
dollar  county  home,  Itx-ated  on  a  tract  of  land  itself  worth  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  the  dignified  presence  of  three  court  judges,  Scott  M.  Ladd,  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  for  now  eighteen  years,  and  ten  years  as  judge  of 
the  district  court;  Judge  William  D.  Boies,  of  the  present  district  court,  each 
honored  products  and  early  settlers  of  our  own  O'Brien  county,  and  also 
Tudg^  William  Hutchison,  of  the  district  court,  the  honnred  son  of  Sioux 
county  on  the  west,  vvlio  has  presided  over  the  district  courts  of  the  county 
for  eighteen  years,  was  indeed  a  dramatic  scene  in  comparison  with  the  shack 
shanties  and  otiier  eariy  situations  of  whidt  we  have  written.  County  Auditor 
Joseph  B.  Stamp  and  Sheriff  Henry  W.  Geister  acted  as  marshals  and  kept 
the  crowds  and  automobiles  oiganised  and  moving  without  an  injury.  Judge 
Scott  M.  Ladd  laid  the  corner  stone,  as  was  declared  by  the  chairman  of  the 
dav,  judicially  and  legally.  The  three  addresses  were  dignified  and  appro- 
priate, Judge  Ladd  dwelling  in  the  reminiscent,  Judge  Boies  in  a  comparison 
of  the  agricultural  conditicms  and  developments,  and  Judge  Hutdiinson  on 
'The  Home."  Rev.  Charles  Richards,  of  Sutheriand,  gave  the  invocation, 
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Rev.  Andrews,  of  Prinighar,  led  the  huge  chorus,  and  Rev.  P.  E.  Wdls,  of 

Sanborn,  pronounced  the  Ixnediction.  A  very  feeling  letter  was  read,  writ- 
ten by  Rev.  Father  James  McCormack,  of  the  Catholic  church  of  Sheldon, 
who  could  not  Ix;  present.  It  was  a  dignified  occasion.  It  was  not  merely 
a  gathering.    It  was  a  milestone,  an  historic  event  in  the  county. 

LOOKING  FORWAKD. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  present  board  of  su[x:rvisors  that  this  county  home 
and  farm  will  develop  into  more  tiian  a  mere  place,  where  are  kept  the  unfor- 
tunate, yes,  more  than  a  place  where  mere  farming  is  done.  This  higher  ahn  is 

lo  make  it  a  model  experiment  farm,  an  actual  farm,  a  farm  that  will  test  out 
and  become  what  ail  farms  ^lionld  he,  a  prolltable.  self-sn]ii)orting  institution. 
Yes.  even  still  more,  to  make  it  a  sort  of  e.xi^ierimcnt  station  on  farm  products 
and  crops — in  brief,  to  make  it  county  wide,  and  to  the  extent  that  twenty- four 
miles  wide  of  an  agricultural  oountty  can  make  it,  and  to  the  full  eioent 
that  it  can  be  made,  to  the  people  of  the  county,  what  the  Ames  Agricultural 
College  and  farm  is  to  the  state,  an  educational  center,  for  fanning  and 
agricultural  purposes.  This  will  work  a  double  purpose,  even  to  the  unfor- 
tunates, both  a  care  and  home  for  thetn,  pointing  out  to  them  an  uplift  idea, 
an  idea  of  independence  instead  of  dependence.  Also,  as  stated,  to  make  it  a 
farm  testii^  center  in  which  the  people  will  look  for  suggestions.  All  this  is 
but  making  its  start,  but,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  remarked,  that 
he  l^elieved  that  with  future  good  management,  it  COuld  also  be  made  self 
supporting,  a  farm  that  would  pay  within  itself. 

PLATTED  BY  A  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECT. 

Inasmuch  as  this  farm  will  for  all  time  be  required  to  accommodate  from 
thirty  to  fifty  inmates  (fifty  being  its  capacity),  together  with  its  managers 
and  hdp,  it  was  foresight  to  have  its  buildings  and  e(|uipments  and  grounds 
planned  systematically  1^  a  landscape  architect  for  practical  use  in  the  various 
functkxis  both  for  the  care  of  the  unfortunates  and  with  the  further  idea  of 
an  experimental  farm  and  center  of  an  atjricnitnral  education.  This  the 
present  Ixjard.  composed  of  Peter  Swensoii.  chairman,  and  M.  F.  McXutt, 
Ralph  C.  Jordan,  W.  C.  Jackson  and  William  Stranii)e,  practical  farmers 
and  grainmen,  have  done.  It  was  important  that  this  should  be  done  in  ad- 
vance, to  the  tad  tiiat  future  expenditores  would  be  made  to  solve  it  out. 
They  therefore  employed  Paul  Scherbe.  landscape  ardiitect  at  Waterloo.  He 
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accordingly  made  full  plans  and  specifications  of  the  grounds,  includii^f  main 
building,  bams,  groves,  cattle  sheds,  sheep  sheds,  hog  houses,  paddocks,  silos, 
horse  and  cattle  yards,  driveways,  service  lawn,  carpenter  shop,  blacksmith 
shop,  ice  liousc.  cril)s,  granaries,  gardens,  flower  beds,  omaiiicntal  trees, 
electric  lighting  plant,  septic  tank,  with  full  sewera^a-  plant  as  complete  as  in 
a  town,  water  works,  similar  to  the  systematic  equipments  with  the  main 
buildings,  namely  of  two  wards  on  the  first  flow  for  the  poor,  each 
accommodating  about  twelve,  with  individual  rooms  for  the  emergency  sick, 
and  two  like  wards  on  the  second  floor  for  the  mild  insane  to  l)e  l)rouglit  from 
Cherokee.  In  the  basement  we  find  a  larpe  kitchen,  lauiKlry,  iieatini^  plant 
and  electric  light  plant,  with  all  modem  equipments  in  the  way  of  sanitary 
beds,  bathrooms,  lavatories,  toilets,  dcvator  to  cariy  up  supplies,  and  aU  else 
needed.  The  floors  and  stairways  beii^  solid  concrete  cement,  make  this 
building  practically  firepr()of.  All  these  in  their  relative  proportions  and  sizes 
as  is  believed  will  solve  itself  out  practically.  In  solvins^  this  out  thus  far, 
the  members  of  the  lx>ard  and  architect  have  visited  and  studied  similar  plans 
in  other  counties  recently  solving  out  similar  problems  in  the  modem  county 
homes  and  famis. 

On  the  line  of  this  definite  purpose  from  two  standpoints,  the  board  of 

SUpen'isors  have  employed  A.  W.  McHuire.  to  be  known  as  the  steward  of 
the  O'Rrien  ci»unty  hoiiu-  au«l  farm,  and  his  wile.  Mrs.  Anna  Mc(iuire,  as 
matron.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCjiiire  liavc  had  three  years'  e.xjjerience  under  Dr. 
M.  N.  Voiding,  sui^erintendent  of  the  Gierokee  State  Hospital,  and  a  still 
prior  experience  at  the  State  Hospital  at  Independence,  which  speaks  their 
equipment  for  this  service.  Mr.  McGuire  is  also  a  practical  stockman  and 
farmer  His  brnther  has  for  sexer.il  years  had  the  manafjement  of  the  county 
home  and  farm  at  Mason  City,  in  Cerri>  (iordo  county,  where  they  have 
made  the  farm  and  home  practically  self  sup|Hirting.  aided  by  the  labors  of 
the  several  sundry  inmates.  It  is  anticipated  that  at  least  within  a  few  years 
this  farm  will  do  likewise. 

The  lartje  public  j;atherin«j  of  \h<<-^i-  four  tlmusand  penjile  on  jiuie 
i«;i3.  at  the  dedication  oi  this  home  iniildinj:;,  has  already  enlisted  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  to  this  idea  of  the  board  that  this  county  liomc  and  farm 
is  the  people's  farm  and  can  be  made  a  common  meeting  ground  for  .practical 
farm  education  along  many  lines,  as  well  as  a  fine  {dace  for  public  gatherings 
similar  to  the  dedicatory  services  and  discussions. 
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One  unusual  incident  relating  to  the  improvements  at  the  county  home 
farm  is  worthy  of  mention.  Peter  Swenson.  chainiian  of  the  board,  has 
personally  donated  the  snni  of.  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  installment  of 
the  electric  lighting  plant  and  equipments.  This  will  light  up  not  only  the 
county  home  building  itself,  but  also  the  many  bams  and  other  buildings  and 
yards.  This  is  all  run  by  a  twelve-horse-power  Fairbanks  &  Morse  engine, 
and  equipped  with  proportionate  dynamos,  switch  board  and  lighting  fixtures. 
It  is  unusual  and  commendable  in  this,  that  it  is  the  very  opposite  of  graft. 
It  is  the  unusual  case  of  a  public  official  adding  to  the  public  funds,  anil  this 
in  a  sum  equal  to  what  Mr.  Swenson  has  received  for  his  labors  for  several 
years  of  his  service. 


The  advance  methods  of  farming,  the  now  necessary  automobile,  the 
public  safety  and  other  items  have,  throughout  the  county,  opened  up  many 

new  and  larger  problems  for  count)-  officials  to  grapple  with.  The  L^sla- 
ture  of  the  state  lia^;  taken  hold  with  additional  requirements.  The  present 
h<')ard,  both  in  lullilimeiu  of  the  law  and  likewise  as  a  conntv  need,  has  co- 
operated on  all  lines  of  road  and  briilge  building,  drainage  and  other  work. 
The  board  is  carrying  this  out  in  steel  and  concrete  bridges  and  culverts,  road 
grading  and  drainage.  These  steel  bridges  are  constructed  with  badcing  and 
floors  of  concrete.  Thus  far  five  of  these  steel  and  concrete  bridges  have 
been  built  in  Chairman  Peter  .Swenson's  district,  seven  in  the  district  of 
member  Ralph  C.  Jordan,  fourteen  in  that  of  M.  F.  McNutt,  four  in  that  of 
William  Strampc  and  four  in  that  of  W.  C.  Jackson,  with  <mt  additional 
permanent  bridge  known  as  a  slab  bridge.  Permanent  concrete  steel  and  con- 
crete culverts  to  the  number  of  about  eight\  ha\  e  been  built,  distributed  over 
the  rountv,  each  with  a  twenty-foot  roadw.iv.  The  ro.id  grading  has  been 
carried  out  on  an  eipial  -.cale.  The  count)'  has  purchased  several  niamnioth 
modern  graders  and  engines,  and  has  operated  them  in  sundry  places.  The 
county  has  adopted  a  system  of  permanent  roads,  under  the  later  statutes, 
connecting  with  like  roads  in  other  counties  and  working  to  the  state-wide 
conteroplation  of  roadways.  We  have  passed  into  the  permanent  building 
age.  We  probably  will  pass  through  some  exjieriments  and  ])erhaps  s<ime 
misfits,  but  in  a  general  way  the  roads  and  bridges  and  other  improvements 
will  mox'e  on  to  the  solid  and  substantial.  It  all  spells  the  word  "permanence." 
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AU  this  is  adding  much  to  the  numbers  of  records  and  details  of  the 

county  workshop,  the  office  of  the  county  auditor,  under  the  present  man- 
agement of  the  hdard  and  of  its  present  efficient  auditor,  J.  B.  Stamp.  The 
details  ot  records  carrying  out  these  plans  and  spcciticalions  of  all  this  per- 
manent ttplmildhig  axe  carried  out  in  this  office. 

The  Mrriter  has  lived  through  all  the  years  of  the  shack,  the  pioneer,  the 
haytwistcr,  the  grasshopper,  angling  roads  on  the  prairie,  prairie  fires,  county 
debts  and  private  debts  and  early  troubles,  and  it  is  with  much  satisfaction 
that  he  now  lives  in  this  bnildinjj  age.  After  recording  these  many  early 
troubles,  it  certainly  gives  good  cheer  and  causes  the  risibilities  and  cheerier 
feelings  to  bubUe  up  through  the  human  heart  to  write  of  these  better  thii^ 

The  writer  himself  conducted  this  county  auditor's  office  for  four  years, 
in  the  earlier  court  house,  and  has  transacted  hundreds  of  business  items 
each  year  and  each  month  in  llie  present  frame  court  house.  It  \\oiil<l  have 
been  much  of  a  satisfaction  to  the  writer  could  he  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  have  described  in  this  history  the  future  and  final  capitol  and  court  house 
building,  which,  of  necessity,  must  within  a  very  few  years  be  built  in  all  its 
modem  proportions.  Its  necessity  will  solve  its  own  building.  The  present 
court  house  is  but  a  wooden  frame,  though  well  provided  with  modern  fumi- 
ture  within,  and  is  the  opposite  of  being  lire  pnxjf.  To  realize  that  the 
thousands  of  records  of  deeds  and  title  papers,  covering  every  tract  of  land 
and  eveiy  town  lot  and  home  in  the  county,  and  on  which  stand  the  homes 
and  roofs  that  co\  er  our  heads,  are  thus  at  stake  and  what  a  burning  of  the 
public  records  wituld  mean  to  every  citizen  in  the  county,  causes  us  to  pause 
and  think  and  wisli  still  more  that  we  could  in  this  histt>ry  write  up  a  de- 
scription of  that  tinal  court  house.  But  it  being  the  people  s  building  and  the 
(jcoplc  A  public  home  for  their  reccwds  so  vital  to  them,  they  will  vote  for  it 
in  good  time. 

In  dosii^  tfiis  diqiter  on  G>unty  Go\  ernment  we  may  well  lift  up  our 

eyes  in  visions  and  wonderment  as  to  what  fifty  years  will  solve  out  in  this 
wealthy  county  in  its  problems  of  public  improvements  and  county  govern- 
ment and  management. 
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THE  COURT  HOUSES  OP  o'bRIEN  COUNTY. 


OLD  LOG  COL  RT  HOUSE. 

The  first,  or  old  court  house,  was  built  on  the  farm  of  Hannihal 
lluu.-e  W  atennan.  on  the  northea-^t  (jtiarter  of  section  by  Archibald  Mur- 
ray in  llie  early  jiart  of  i8<.o,  and  after  the  election  of  l-'ebriiary  6.  i860, 
which  organizetl  the  county.  But  this  log  court  house  was  not  the  only 
county  building  at  Old  O'Brien.  There  were  several  offices  or  buildings  used. 
For  instance,  to  start  with,  the  election  which  so  organized  the  county  was 
held  in  the  private  residence  «if  Mr.  W  aterman.  In  that  sense  his  farm  house 
was  the  tir>t  county  buildini,'  or  court  house. 

Archibald  Murray  was  at  once  on  the  job  in  court  house  building.  He 
built  or  supervised  it.  It  all  run  along  for  months,  even  the  building  of  a 
moderate,  usual-sized  cabin  log  house.  The  record  made  about  it  all  is 
meager. 

Xeijotiations  were  had  wiili  Mr.  Waterman  to  purchase  forty  acres  of 
his  land  tor  a  county  .scat.  They  linally  paid  Mr.  Titi'ey  two  thousand  dollars 
for  forty  acres  from  him.  and  at  a  time  when  land  at  best  was  not  worth 
five  dollars  an  acre.  This  probably  explains  why  Mr.  Waterman  did  not  sell 
his  land.  .Mr.  Tiffey  was  one  of  the  powers  tliat  bi.  .Mr.  Waterinan  was 
not.    Mr.  Waterman  was  tryins;  to  fann.  and  they  were  fannintr  the  county. 

This  old  loi;  court  house  was  luovctl  down  from  .Mr.  Watcruian'-.  place, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  nule  to  the  forty  acres  purchased  01  Henry  C 
TilTey,  namely,  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  36. 
in  Waterman  township.  Mr.  Tiffey  made  the  deed  Jtme  25,  1861,  but  did  not 
draw  his  warrant  until  Sepiemhcr  2.  tf^>i. 

On  -August  iSdi.  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Hubbard,  jiidi^i-  of  the  district 
court,  held  a  term  of  court  at  Old  OTlrieu  and  appointed  Lenuiel  I'arkhurst, 
of  Cherokee  county,  Edward  Smeltzer,  of  Clay  county,  and  James  Gleason, 
of  Buena  Vista  county,  to  select  the  county  5eat.  They  located  it  as  stated. 
(Judge  Hubbard  was  the  father  of  the  laic  Congressman  Elbert  H.  Hubbard, 
whit  died  a  congr<.-;sinan  in  10 u  )  We  will  give  the  exact  Wording  of  the 
record  relating  to  these  ctauitv  liuildings: 

(9) 
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"Office  of  the  County  Judge. 
"October  20.  i860. 

"O'Brien  coutU\ .  In  its  judge,  has  this  day  entered  into  a  contract  with 
James  \V.  I'oslcr  v>  build  an  office  at  the  comity  seat,  and  to  be  of  good  ma- 
terial. Size  not  more  than  eighteen  tcct  square,  and  to  be  finished  by  the 
first  day  of  May,  1862,  for  which  he  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  which  amount  the  court  now  issues  on  order  to  the  treasurer. 

"I.  C.  FURBER, 

"County  Judge." 

"Office  of  the  County  Judge. 

"November  5.  1860. 
"Ordered  that  Henry  L.  1  iftey  be  allowed  the  sum  tit  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  to  build  an  office  for  the  district  clerk,  at  the  county  seat :  said  office 
to  be  built  in  connection  with  the  office  of  treasurer  and  recorder. 

"I.  C.  FURBER, 

"County  Judge." 

"Office  of  the  County  Judge. 

"Xovember  30.  iS^io, 
■'tDnlcrctl  that  A.  .Murray  and  I.  C.  I-'urbcr  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three 
huntlred  dollars  for  building  temporary  oftice  for  the  county  judge  and  dis- 
trict clerk,  and  that  same  be  paid. 

"1.  C  FvttBB^, 
"County  Judge." 

"September  21.  x86i. 

"Archibald  Murray  allowed  $2,000  for  building  county  building. 
"Henry  C.  Tiffey  allowed  $2,000  for  forty  acres  land." 

•'Octo!)er  17.  1865. 
"C  harles  C  Stnelt/er  allowed  $3,000  for  services  as  attorney  for  services 
rendered  during  the  year  i860." 

"September  21,  1S61. 


"I.  C.  Furber,  for  office  rent  $  300.00 

"J.  1!  Cofer.  wood  furnished  offices   500.OO 

"James  H.  Hosier,  wood  furnished  office   200.00 

"Henry  C.  Tiffey,  oftice  rent   300.00 

"A.  Murray,  olVice  rent   300.00 


Total  office  rent   $1,600.00" 


Above  mainly  relates  to  the  old  court  house  or  rentals. 
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.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  determine  from  the  record  what  the  above 

$j.o(X)  for  count\  hiiildiiic;  is  for,  whether  to  finish  up  the  log  building,  or 
whether  to  tt-ar  it  down  and  rfuinvc  it  from  Mr.  W  atorman's  farm  or  not 
It  is  one  I'.irioii-,  lart  that  u|)  to  Xo\emher  _^o,  iS<jo.  that  tlic  l)ills  al- 
lowed were  all  ^niall  and  ordinary  bills,  being  one,  the  largest,  for  Sioo,  then 
one  for  $50,  one  for  $32,  and  the  balance  bebw  $20,  out  of  forty  bills  al- 
lowed up  to  that  time.  But  after  that  it  commenced  with  these  court  build- 
ings and  all  else. 

The  temporary  office  spoken  of  was  none  other  than  the  old  lo<j  court 
house.  Just  how  much  business  was  actually  transacted  in  that  building  is 
hard  to  determine.  A  bill  had  been  allowed  Charles  C.  Smeltzer,  an  attorney 
at  Fort  Dodge,  for  $27.50  on  April  7.  i860,  for  county  books,  .which  was 
evidently  the  county  and  bridge  warrant  book>.  and  which,  owing  to  the 
di^lanre  to  l"ort  HiKlije  and  getting  them  printed,  did  not  f^et  around  luuil 
along  in  the  fall.  These  first  forty  warrants  or  small  ones  were  issued  on 
common  blank  paper,  but  when  it  come  to  issuing  warrants  in  the  large  sums, 
which  they  were  now  ready  to  commence  issuit^.  they  wanted  a  printed  war- 
rant book,  as  the  warrants  could  tiot  well  be  cashed  or  sold  to  purchasers 
unless  they  were  printed  in  good  form.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  this 
old  loi^r  court  house  was  not  jjaid  for  until  Xo\ ember  30,  i8f)0. 

In  tlic  mcantuiie.  tlie  other  offices  were  under  way.  From  the  above  it 
will  be  seen  that  four  items  were  paid  on  court  houses,  namely,  three  items  of 
$300.  $i,<;oo  and  $2,000,  in  the  fall  of  i860,  and  an  additional  $2,000 
Sejuember  2,  1 861,  to  A.  Murray.  The  record  redtes  that  the  two  other 
buildings  than  the  log  court  house  \vere  luiilt  "in  connection"  with  each  other. 
This  so  that  when  done  they  were  one  building  in  result 

At  all  events,  this  old  log  court  house  was  soon  needed  for  a  school 
house  and  a  little  later  on  was  used  as  a  residence  by  Moses  Lewis  and  fam- 
ily, still  later  by  .\  I..  Hostwick  and  R.  G.  .Mien  as  a  blacksmith  shop,  and 
still  later  by  Clark  and  Lem  (ireen  as  a  stable.  As  nearly  a^^  can  he  deter- 
mined, this  log  building  did  service  as  a  county  building  at  intervals  oidy. 
The  above  ad<lilional  $J,ooo  allowed  A.  Murray  Septeml)er  2,  1861,  for  a 
building  was  prul>ably  for  tearing  down  the  log  building  and  removing  it  to 
Old  O'Brien,  which  was  done;  indeed,  the  log  building  could  not  well  be 
removed  as  a  whole  bodily.  The  above  office  rents  were  also  allfjwcd.  Just 
why  they  needed  so  much  office  rent  in  ad<iition  to  the  palatial  log  court 
house  would  be  impossible  to  determine  from  the  records,  but  outside  facts 
indicate  that  durii^  these  interims  of  providing  sdiool  house  and  buildings 
of  these  other  parts  of  oflkes,  that  these  respective  gentry,  Tiffey,  Murray 
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ami  Fiirher,  t<Mik  thrir  u\v  Iiooks  fnnn  tlicir  oiViccs  to  their  homes  and  then 
allowed  themselves  $300  each  lor  ottice  rent  tor  same.  At  all  events,  it  all 
rounded  up  in  O'Brien  county  footing  the  bills  at  both  ends  of  the  line. 

ANOTHER  COURT  HOUSE  IN  OLD  O'BRIEX  IK  187O. 

But  all  this  did  not  end  the  building  of  county  buildings  at  Old  O'Brien. 
The  records  are  meager.  It  cannot  even  be  determined  how  much  it  cost. 
Archil)ald  Murray  limit  it.  and  when  it  wa^  (l<iiic  he  lived  in  one  end  of  it 

with  his  family  and  had  hi-;  auditor'^  nfnee  in  [h<j  uthcr.  The  record  dne<  not 
even  make  allowami  of  hills  for  same.  The  record  calls  it  a  court  house. 
However,  at  another  >e.^>>ion  the  hoard  had  given  Mr.  Murray,  as  auditor. 
authcM-ity  to  issue  warrants  on  all  indebtedness,  which  accounts  for  the  niea- 
gemess  of  the  record.  W  e  will  gi\  e  the  several  motions  made.  It  is  evident 
that  part  (.f  the  fiiscu>ision  hefore  the  hoard  related  to  tryini^  to  move  it  and 
repair  it  and  gel  aloiii,'  with  the  old  r>ne.  I'mler  that  authority  given  ihe 
stul)  iHHik  would  1m;  the  only  record.    The  following  is  the  record: 

"September  6,  1809. — Motion  carried  that  job  be  let  to  lowest  bidder  to 
move  the  court  house  to  the  center  of  the  stfuare  and  rqiair  and  plaster  same 
in  good  condition,  and  to  do  all  other  work  !•)  make  it  comfortable.*' 

•'Xo\ emlur  S,  iSinj. —  Mr.tion  carritd  th.it  the  resolution  of  moving  the 
court  house  to  the  |)ui>lic  s<|uare  he  re>cindeil." 

"November  8.  — Motion  carried  that  the  court  hou.se  be  moved 
from  tlie  present  site  out  of  the  road  on  a  line  fronting  south.'* 

"Novemher  S,  i86(i. — .Motion  carried  that  the  auditor  be  empowered  to 
prcicure  a  lease  from  Roiise  H.  freijo  to  put  the  court  house  on  to  usc  a.<» 
long  as  the  county  Uses  the  buildimj  for  puMic  use." 

"January  iS,  1870. — Bond  of  J.  Ci.  Tarker  acceplcd  and  with  contract 
on  office  or  court  house  a|>proved.*' 

"December  20,  i860. — A.  Murray  allowed  $150  for  office  rent." 

••Jid\-  20,  1870. — Motion  carried  that  the  court  house  be  accqited  as 
complele<l." 

Whatever  was  left  of  the  court  house  was,  on  moving  to  Trimghar,  sold 
to  A.  J.  Edwards  for  forty  dollars. 

We  here  call  attention  to  the  contract  in  rentals  and  buildings  as  above 
set  forth  with  the  building  in  1887  of  the  |)resent  wooden  court  house.  While 

it  is  not  an  up-to-date  court  hfiTise.  it,  with  eveiytliini;  comu-cled.  was  huilt 
for  six  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  iKopIe  of  I'rimghar  cuntrilntted  all 
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hauling  l'rt>in  Saiil">rn  tn  I'riiiitjliar  oi  material  irt-c  of  ci>st  h>  the  i-umty. 
The  county  was  iatir  lookiiii:  ii])  t«>  better  coiutitiuns.  Jt  could  not  \k  buill 
today,  with  its  vaults,  for  ilic  inoticy  exiK-nded. 

We  have  woven  into  these  various  subjects  items  relating  to  other  ques- 
tion.s  to  show  conditions.  The  above  and  other  items  given  of  old  matters 
are  but  samples  of  many  other  situations  that  could  be  given  in  detail.  :  ' 
In  would  extetul  this  history  to  much  too  great  length.  \Vc  might  ai^^ 
mention  here,  that  Archibald  Murray  and  Kouse  H.  Cfego,  much  mentioned 
herein,  were  both  badly  addicted  to  intoxicating  h(|iiors.  which  may  explain 
many  things  in  a  degree. 

THE  SECOND  COURT  HOUSE,  BCH-T  .VT  PRIMGHAR  IN  1874. 

The  second  court  hotise  of  the  county  was  built  by  Stewart  &  Healy  at  a 
cost  of  two  thousand  dollars.   This  unless  you  count  those  several  buildings 

at  Old  O'r.neii  each  a  COurt  house.  The  contract  was  dated  l-"ehruary  j. 
1S74.  and  the  l<uiiding  was  completed  and  finally  paid  for  .\])ril  <>.  \^J^.  and 
shortly  alterwar*!  occupied.  Its  size  was  about  thirty-hve  feet  square.  It 
liad  four  offices  below,  of  about  e(|ual  size,  with  a  small  hall  eight  feet  wide, 
which  left  the  officers  well  cramped  as  can  be  seen.  .A  stairAvay  on  the  out- 
side led  to  the  court  room,  through  a  small  ante  room. 

Two  lar;jre  iron  -at'c;.  jK-rliaps  lire  proof,  were  purchased  of  the  1).  S. 
Covert  Safe  Ci-nipanv.  (  hicau'o.  at  a  cost  of  tuo  tlious;ind  seven  hundred 
dollars  and  shipped  to  .Sheldon,  (ieorge  J.  Hill  and  .\.  P.  McLaren  were 
awarded  a  contract  to  haul  them  down  to  Primghar  for  three  hundred  dol- 
lars in  warrants.  We  mention  the^e  prices  as  showing  the  handicap  even 
up  t(  this  date  on  the  cost  of  everything  measured  in  warrants  at  thirty  to 
forty  cents. 

While  the  election  to  ntove  the  coimty  seat  to  Primghar  w  as  held  .\oveni- 
|jer  II.  1 87 J.  it  was  not  tmtil  April  29.  1873,  then  board,  B.  Ri  Mc- 

Cormack  and  Chester  W.  Inman  (third  place  vacant),  passed  a  resolution 
that  the  county  officers  remove  the  records  as  soon  as  practicable.  .\  few- 
days  after  this,  Capt.  .\.  J.  Pdwards.  county  auditor,  himself  hauled  the  first 
load,  being  his  auditor  ^  recorils.  and  receixed  ten  dollars  for  it  or  e<|ual  to 
about  three  dollars,  a  natural  day's  work.  A  few  weeks  later  John  Ilolli- 
baugh  hauled  two  more  loads  and  in  June  brought  the  balance  of  the  records 
and  received  twenty  dollars  in  warrants  for  it. 
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PAINK  S  STOKE  AN  AD  INTERIM  COt'KT  HOUSE. 


We  do  not  enumerate  Painc's  store  as  a  distinct  court  house,  as  it  was 

but  a  rented  building.  Mr.  Paine  had  run  a  store  in  it  for  f«  i  r  \  *  ai  s  in  High- 
land ti)\vn>ihip.  In  Mav,  1874.  it  w.is  leased  t<>  tlio  C(nnUy  tn  Julm  l'iinii)hri-v. 
who  owned  it,  for  live  months  mr  (.igliiy  dollars  cash.  Later  on  in  the  year 
he  and  VV.  C.  Green,  who  had  bought  an  interest  in  it  later,  leased  it  to  the 
county  for  one  year  for  six  hundred  dollars  paid  in  advance.  It  stood  on 
llic  lilock  north  uf  the  public  .s<|uare.  Here  the  first  court  was  held  in  1873. 
This  rallie  s  store  building  housed  the  officials  and  records  until  April  <k 
1874,  when  tlie  new  court  house  was  ready.  This  Paine  store  court  house 
was  bought  by  Frank  Teai-»uut  and  moved  to  Sanborn  in  1878  and  used  by 
him  as  a  store  house  in  connection  with  his  merchandising  there. 

Prior  to  this  actual  building  in  1874  the  board  had  for  a  year  wrestled 
with  the  question  with  nuiny  resolutions  and  rescindings  of  same.  It  was 
first  ordered  that  seale<l  bids  he  received  for  a  buiUling  not  to  exceed  live 
thousand  tlollars,  lait  that  was  abantloned  tor  the  lesser  buililing.  This  court 
house  was  used  until  the  summer  of  1886,  when  it  was  sold  for  a  residence 
now  on  Slocum,  Turner  and  Armstrong's  addition,  in  which  year  the  third 
court  house  was  built.  Three  exciting  items  in  the  county  took  place  in  this 
court  house  named  elsewhere,  namely,  the  exciting  contest  Iwtween  Sheldon 
and  J'rimghar  on  the  county  seat  in  iSjt).  the  county  treasurer's  contest  be- 
tween Ale.Nander  and  Harris  in  1877,  and  the  county  seat  raid  in  18H2. 


The  present  court  house,  third  in  nuniber  in  the  county,  was  buih  in  1887 
by  Green  Brothers  (Lem  C.  Green  and  M.  D,  Green,  brothers  of  Gark 
Green),  under  contract  dated  July  9.  1887,  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
dollars.    It  was  originally  fifty  b>*  fifty-four  in  size.    At  the  November  term 

of  court  for  i8Sr»  the  grand  jury,  composed  of  deorge  Ilakeman,  David  I'ife, 
J.  \V.  Coleman.  W.  11.  W  ebster.  Ira  \\  atennan.  Li.  S.  M<jrean.  Robert  Cragg^, 
\V.  S-  Castledine.  George  T.  Wellman,  J.  A.  Glenn.  Charles  I.  Nelson,  bred 
rrisbee,  T.  J.  Initret,  J.  M.  Vincent  and  W.  A.  \Va.sson,  filed  a  very  .severe 
report  condenming  the  court  house  as  not  Ijeijig  a  safe  i)lace  for  the  piii)Iic 
reconls  and  the  jail  as  unfit  for  prisoner^  In  fact,  a-"  the  resolution  of  the 
l><)ard  later  recited,  the  grand  juries  fur  eij^lii  year>  ai  \arious  sessjuns  had 
comlcnmed  tlie  jail,  and  during  the  vear  uSMj  at  each  sevsion  repeated  this 
condemnation.   On  Januar>  3.  1887.  the  board,  then  composed  of  \V.  W. 


THIRD  AND  PRESENT  COURT  HOUSE,  BUILT  IN  1887. 
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Reynolds,  chairman,  J.  W.  Gaunt,  Henry  Hoerman,  O.  M.  Shonkwiler  and  J. 
£.  Wheelock,  by  resolution  appropriated  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  court  house.  This  was  the  highest  amount  the  hoard 
could  appropriate  without  a  vote  of  the  people.  It  was  scarcely  sufficient. 
The  lumber  and  material  had  to  be  hauled  from  Sanborn  or  Paullina.  Its 
actual  cost  was  six  thousand  dollars,  with  vaults  added.  The  people  of  Prim- 
er, however,  signed  a  written  agreement  to  the  board  to  haul  the  material 
without  cost  to  the  county,  and  the  bids  were  called  for  on  that  basis.  It 
was  accepted  and  so  hanlcd.  Bidders  were  invitetl  to  make  sealed  bids  on 
Jaiuiar>'  28.  1887.  The  bid  was  for  even  six  tlnmsand  ilollars.  It  was  fin- 
ished in  December,  1887,  all  with  suitable  fire  proof  vaults,  and  at  once  occu- 
pied.' It  being  not  quite  sufficient  in  size,  in  the  year  1902  an  addition,  twenty 
by  thirty-two  feet,  was  added  to  same- at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars.  The  old  court  house  was  sold  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  sixty- 
nme  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents,  and  is  now  a  residence  in  Primghar. 

THE  COURT  HOUSE  PUBLIC  SQUARE. 

William  Clark  (Ireiii  and  wife  and  James  Rol)erts.  by  deed  dated  Sep- 
tember 5,  1872.  deeded  two  acres  to  O'lirien  county  for  a  court  house  square, 
as  ihcy  likewise  deeded  two  acres  for  a  school  house  square  and  two  acres  to 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Episcofial  church,  where  the  Congregational  churdi 
now  stands. 

Tile  grove  of  maple  trees  in  same  was  planted  in  1S78  by  the  county, 
under  contract  b\  William  I).  Slack,  anil  the  trees  and  ground  cultivated  dur- 
ing the  summer  by  Emanuel  Kindig,  member  of  the  board  of  sui>ervisors. 
The  first  part  of  the  summer  was  excessively  dry  and  the  little  sprigs,  being 
practically  planted  in  the  sod,  did  not  leaf  out  until  the  rains  began  in 
August. 

In  1891  the  county,  town  of  Primgiiar.  ("leorge  W.  Scliee  and  C  harles 
S.  C'i>oper  conil)ine<!  or  contributed  in  hauling  down  about  two  thousand 
yards  of  earth.  tn)m  tlje  grading  of  the  hill  at  .Mr.  Schec's  residence,  and 
covered  the  square  from  six  inches  to  eighteen  inches  of  earth,  and  filling  in 
the  street  on  the  west  side  of  square  from  three  to  four  feet  deep.  The 
south  and  west  sides  of  square  were  then  a  boggy  slough,  which  made  this 
grading  necessary. 

Two  court  houses  and  one  jail  have  l)cen  built  on  same.  It  has  I>een 
used  by  many  public  gatherings,  old  settlers*  reunions,  old  soldiers'  gatherings, 
Fourth  of  July  celebrations,  caucuses,  conventions  and  the  public  generally 
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in  addition  t  t  cotuiiy  uses.  A  cenient  sidewalk,  now  entirely  around  the 
square,  lias  hccn  luiilt  al  iiiter\als. 

I'irst  by  le-i iliiiioii  uf  the  Imard  nf  si'|)crvi»( uii  petition  nf  suiulry 
litizeus  ut  rrinijjhar.  ami  later  by  (lee<l  <laied  Se|iteinl)cr  Ji.  1887.  O'Brien 
county  deeded  or  rather  dedicated  five  feet  on  each  side  of  this  square  to  the 
public  to  widen  the  street.  The  citizens  of  Primghar  at  the  same  time  dedi- 
cated nine  feet  from  off  the  respective  hl  ioks  for  tlie  same  purpose,  leaviiii; 
the  streets  eiijhty  feet  in  width.  The  o unity  has  aK<»  placed  a  i,'as  lamp  at 
each  -Mdc  of  ihc  square.  In  the  year  lyii  ilic  county  also  approprialetl  the 
sum  of  one  thouMnd  two  hundred  dollars  for  sewerage  connections  with  the 
sewerage  system  of  Primghar  constructed  in  that  year,  as  likewise  the  inde- 
pendent school  district  of  Primghar  appropriated  nine  hundred  dollars  for  its 
like  connections  with  -^ewerape.  I  he  CMiinty  likewise  provideij  four  wells 
•  >n  the  -iipiare.  one  at  each  c inu  v.  C.)thcr  .smaller  trees  and  shrubbery  are 
now  in  priicess  of  growth  on  same. 

JAILS. 

A  jail  jjerlia])s  is  not  a  court  house.  The  histtjry  of  a  jail,  However, 
contains  sttfRcient  "sentences"  from  the  records  of  the  court  house  to  make 
a  full  chapter.  The  jail  proposition  at  Old  O'Brien  was  much  on  a  par 
w  ith  the  old      court  hotise.   They  needed  a  jail  there  bad  enough,  but  the 

bunch  woiildirt  put  themselves  into  it. 

At  Prinij^liar  there  have  been  two  jails.  The  first  one.  built  in  1874. 
was  more  like  a  block  house  in  the  Indian  days.  It  was  alxjut  si.vtcen  by 
twenty-four  feet  in  size,  and  stood  near  the  southeast  comer  of  the  court 
house  s(|uarc.  It  consisted  of  timbers,  two  by  six.  laid  flat  on  each  other. 
an»l  tilled  throuj^h  and  through  thickly  with  lars^e  spikes.  It  was  much  lauKhed 
at  as  a  bastile.  lint  nevertheless.  tIn!^  filled  with  >Iiarp  metal  spikes,  the 
fellow  breaking  jail  would  even  toilay  have  a  better  chance  punching  out  a 
square  hole  through  the  brick  walls  of  the  present  jail,  as  to  untangle  or  get 
through  those  mass  of  spikes.  It  was  later  .<iold  by  the  county  as  a  residence 
and  in  1907  was  burned  down. 

SECOND  JAIL. 

Ill  size  the  present  jail  is  twenty-five  by  thirty-six  feet  and  Imilt  of  faced 

lirick.  It.  with  its  furnishinp^s.  was  bnilt  by  contract  date<l  July  o.  iS<)0. 
The  >ieel  jail  cai,'es  and  .steel  work  was  built  by  the  Taully  Tail  Conipany  of 
St.  Louis,    riie  first  cost  of  the  jail  was  about  five  thousand  dollar.^.  Sundry 
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addilioiis  :n  itnprovt;«i  Cfll>  aiul  patent  locking'  ap|)aratus  have  liecn  added. 
It  standit  on  block  8  of  Prinighar,  next  west  block  from  the  public  stjiiare. 


The  lir^^l  euiin  huii^e  in  tlie  county  was  l)uih  i>t  l<>j;.s  t>n  Mr.  lianniijal 
Waterman's  claim,  and  remained  there  for  something  over  a  year.  It  .was 
hwilt  by  virtue  of  a  contract  with  James  \V.  Bosler,  and  was  to  be  eighteen 
feet  .square,  but  wa-^  >-b\  a  lew  tect  <»n  each  side,  so  that  its  real  dimensions 
were  alx)Ut  unirtcen  i)\  twenty.  Instead  of  being  used  for  a  court  lioiise  while 
on  Mr.  Waterman's  claim,  it  was  used  by  Aloses  Lewis  as  a  residence,  but  a 
court  house  was  not  needed  much,  as  the  county  officials  carried  the  various 
departments  of  the  county  business  around  in  their  pockets.  They  tried  to 
purchase  of  Mr.  Waterman  forty  acres  of  land  for  county  purposes,  but  at 
tlu'  time  lie  wantt-cl  tlie  scene  of  their  niani]niIatiotis  as  far  away  as  possible. 
The  old  lo,u  court  house  was  nio\i(l  lu  ihf  tony  acres  purchased  from  Henn* 
C.  Titifey.  on  which  Old  O'Brien  was  started.  The  county  wanted  all  its 
lielongings  together,  but  when  it  was  set  up  again  it  was  soon  used  as  a  school 
house,  and  by  Moses  Ix^wis  as  a  residence,  and  later  by  A.  L.  Bostwick  and  R. 
G.  .\llen  as  a  hl.icksnn'th  shop  and  .still  later  by  W.  C.  Cireen  as  a  stable. 

W'e  call  this  building  a  court  house,  hecause  that  was  tlu-  name  i^'wcn  to 
it.  Init  atter  all  it  was  a  curiosity  and  a  sacrcligious  travesty  upon  juris- 
prudence. It  was  erected  not  for  use,  because  nobody  used  it  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  .was  supposed  to  be  intended.  It  was  erected,  in  fact,  in  order 
that  a  large  number  of  warrauts  c(»uld  lie  is.<(ued  in  pay  for  it.  and  these  war- 
mm-;  went  itito  the  {.[cneral  |»ooi  of  the  gan^.  \  court  house  implies  a  yood 
deal,  (lenerally.  that  eml)Icm  of  justice,  a  lilmdcil  female  IioKliusj;  in  eipu- 
|*oise  the  scales  of  justice,  stan«ls  prominently  elevated,  and  at  the  fore,  to 
tell  the  people  that  here  the  wrongs  of  this  wicked  world  are  righted,  and  that 
tliere  is  given  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  and  that  justice  is  dis- 
l>ensed  with  an  im|)artial  hand.  Rut  liere  was  a  ])ilc  of  logs,  cut  from  the 
hanks  of  the  Little  Sioux,  notched,  jjlaceil  to;.^ctlu-r  in  the  form  and  shape  of 
a  liuildiug,  and  the  temple  of  justice  was  complete,  .\houl  it,  and  on  all  sides 
of  it.  were  the  consultations  and  manipulations  of  men.  in  devising  the  various 
methods  of  theft,  the  means  of  perpetrating  rolibery  and  pUmder.  while 
within,  if  it  had  been  a  court  !ii>use  in  fact,  Iheemhiem  would  be  truer  to  the 
coiulitions  if  that  hliiuled  female  was  weeping  and  her  attitude  that  of  a 
devotee  at  the  throne  of  ju.stice,  whose  heart  was  crushed  with  remorse. 
Xever  within  the  walls  of  this  illy-constructed  structure  was  an  actual  court 
held,  never  the  sound  of  a  voice  of  an  advocate  echoed  among  its  rafters. 
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There  were  practically  no  reconts.  Kom  were  needed.  Court  houses  were 
not  needed,  for  the  elements  of  wickedness  were  averse  to  them:  the  only 
county  records  were  the  warrant  bcKjks.  and  the  only  business  of  the  COUntv 
oflicials  was  to  till  u]»  the  l)laiiks  atui  detach  them  tor  their  puqxises. 

Alter  tliis  original  log  court  house,  there  was  huilt  an<jther  in  1870.  a 
frame,  fourteen  by  sixteen,  which  cost  several  thousand  dollars.  The  records, 
what  few  there  were,  were  moved  into  it,  but  were  moved  out  again,  as  Dan 
Inman  needed  a  place  to  live  and  the  o  airt  house  was  x-acated  to  him  for  that 
purpose.  Th'\<  huildiuK  wa'^  I)urnc<l  the  next  year,  and  stnm  afterward  a 
similar  building  was  erected,  at  a  cost  ot  several  thousand  more,  which  was 
used  until  the  county  seat  was  moved  to  Trinighar. 
•  In  this  latter  so-called  court  house  also  Archibald  Murray  lived  and  also 

called  this  residence  an  auditor's  office.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  reconcile 
these  several  buildings  and  <"  railed  court  houses  at  Ohl  O'Brien,  either  in 
number  i>r  size  or  (|uality.  AH  this  to  say  nothing  of  the  sundry  items  for 
othcc  rent  in  warrants  issued  to  the  same  gentry.  We  will  not  attempt  it. 
To  sum  it  all  up,  the  whole  farce  was  simply  to  drum  up  scmie  excuse,  either 
by  calling  it  office  rent,  or  the  erection  of  a  court  house,  when  in  fact  the 
offices  for  which  rent  was  charged  were  the  private  residences  of  the  officials, 
but  l)\  \\  Iiate\  er  tiaiiie.  or  for  whatsoever  the  purpose,  it  rounded  up  with  a 
generoii>  eounty  warrant. 

As  a  side  statement  relating  to  some  of  these  same  county  organizers, 
we  quote  the  following  from  a  Sioux  cotmty  authority,  relating  to  their  doings 
over  in  that  county. 

"l'>efore  any  court  house  was  built,  and  before  there  was  any  habitation 
in  the  county,  a  county  i^ovenmicnt  was  i-tteoted  under  the  shade  of  a  eotton- 
wt^jtl  tree  by  those  enterprising  characters  in  northwestern  Iowa,  Archibald 
Murray  and  Moses  Lewis,  assisted  by  lesser  lights,  and  lieftire  the  sun  went 
down  an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  had  been  made  for 
the  puriKisc  of  building  a  bridge  across  tlie  Sioux  river.  Ar>  li  Murray  was 
delegated  to  go  to  Cliicat^o  to  nc^'ot iate  flic  sale  of  warrants.  I  le  ^..1,1  t,,  tlie 
Lonibanls.  Chicago  bankers.  W  hile  ui  hicago  he  interested  several  other 
capitalists  in  investments  in  western  1x>nds  and  county  warrants." 

We  thus  see  that  O'Brien  county  was  but  one  of  many  counties  in  north- 
western Iowa  that  were  victims  of  these  men.  It  would  also  ap|>ear  that 
the-e  men  actually  ca-^t  votes  as  electors  in  these  several  comities,  as  they  did 
in  O'l'.rien  couiUv  TluTe  seeine<l  to  be  no  coiisistciKy  as  to  ]ilaie  .>f  resi- 
dence. The  mere  legal  <iue.'>ii<»n  of  a  right  to  vote  was  swall«.nveil  up  in  the 
swim  of  the  greater  wrongs  committed  by  them. 
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STORMS,  PRAIRIE  FIRES,  URASSHOFFERS  AKD  BUZZARDS. 


CYCLONE  OF  JUNE  24,  l883. 


The  cycKiiie  ut  June  24,  1882,  was  ijrubcibly  the  mosi  destructive  single 
storm  disaster  ever  experieiKed  in  this  county,  occurring  at  stx  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  It  was  first  observed  at  E^mghar  to  the  northwest  in  two  eddies 
or  hanging  streamers  of  chntd.  k'in^  none  other  than  whirling,  irresistible 

maelstroms  of  air.  calliM!  a  cyclone.  These  two  whirlinj;  movements  of  air 
sicnu'd  to  unite  ju^t  north  and  west  ol  town.  It  did  its  tirst  territic  work  in 
the  conii>lete  destruction  of  tlic  Methodist  church  i)uilding.  scallcring  il> 
debris  in  its  track  for  more  than  a  mile  to  the  southeast  The  residence  of 
William  Hastings,  just  across  the  street,  met  a  tike  fate.  Mr.  Hastings  ob- 
served its  approach  in  time  to  get  his  wife  and  children  into  the  cellar,  but 
himself  was  luirled  a  tlistance  of  over  one  hundred  feet  amifl  the  dyinj^  tim- 
l>crs  from  the  church  and  his  own  demolished  ht>n)e.  I'wo  other  houses 
stood  near.  He  aroused  from  a  half  insensible  condition,  where  the  gale 
dropped  him  near  one  of  these  houses,  that  of  William  J.  Stewart,  and 
dragged  himself  to  a  spot  near  the  window  and  was  pulled  into  the  lion^e 
throiit.di  this  window.  It  was  first  thought  that  his  woiuids  were  fatal  and 
that  lie  \\<i>  (lyinL;.  hut  bv  medical  aid  he  was  simhi  able  to  i^ci  around.  tIioUL;h 
he  felt  tlie  ettects  of  his  injuries  the  balance  of  his  life.  The  fanuly  were  im- 
prisoned in  the  cellar,  where  their  home  had  stood,  but  were  uninjured.  The 
other  nearby  house  was  occui»ed  by'W.  H.  Durham  and  family  and  that  of 
his  si>n-in-Iaw.  \\'alter  Scott.  an<I  t'  i  i'-. .  A  long  heavy  titulxr  from  the 
cluirrh  shot  tbroii;L;h  the  li..ii-e  '-ndwi-e,  -triking  Mr.  Scott  on  the  !iea<l.  ie.tv- 
ing  him  senseless  un  the  floor,  as  if  dead,  and  lying  upon  his  iufatu  child, 
which  he  held  in  his  arms.  Mr.  Durham  was  likewise  stntck  on  the  head 
by  the  same  or  another  timber  and  stunned,  but  was  soon  able  to  assi.st. 
Walter  Scott  was  still  feebly  breathing.  He  sustained  a  fractnred  cheek 
Ixme  and  lost  an  eye  from  a  fiyitig  sjiHnter  I  lis  case  was  at  first  tlioii^ht 
hopeless.    For  a  long  time  his  brain  was  supp«i.sed  to  ])e  injured  at  the  lta.se. 
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but  carctul  mir.sinj;  iV»r  a  li»ng  pcritxl  gradually  imi>nntHl  his  condiiion  He 
later  removed  to  I^ke  Charles.  Louisiana,  but  never  fully  rallied  and  died 
there  from  its  results  about  1895.  Caleb  G.  Bimdy,  editor  of  the  Prinfghar 
Thnrs,  re-^itk-d  imnicdiaJcly  cast  of  the  church.  It  took  half  the  roof  ami 
scattiTCf!  thf  rluirch  deliris  all  <i\ct  tin-  \  ar(l.  tore  down  the  chimney,  ])art  nt 
the  eeiliiiy  lalliiiy  into  tlie  silting  room.  The  carriage  .shetis  ot  l-'rank  l  ilTt 
and  l)arn  of  George  Ilakeman  were  tlemolished.  A  |x>rtion  of  the  rout  was 
torn  from  the  home  of  Mrs.  Henrietta  Acre,  in  the  southeast  part  of  town.  The 
Methodist  r"|)i.sc«)|«l  parson.->;.,'e  in  the  north  i>art  ui  town  was  twisted  out  of 
shape,  and  snndrv  sinalkr  items  «.f  damai^e  doiK*  in  xarinii-  parts  of  the  town. 
The  writer  ])asse(I  tlie  clunvli  n<it  more  ilirin  live  minnte^  prior  to  the  time  tlic 
storm  struck  the  huiklini;  and  saw  the  intense  whirhng,  de.striictive  niutiuii. 

There  seemed  to  be  sundry  unions  and  offshoots  of  this  storm  in  various 
liarts  of  the  county.  In  Union  township,  on  Mill  creek,  the  bam  of  Alex< 
ander  Davidson  was  dem.>h^hed  and  his  dwellin<j  hmi^^e  ousted  from  the  foun- 
dation. Hn  tile  f.irm  of  W.  I'.  I  ):i\is.  six  mik-s  south  of  IVim!.;har,  lii>  large 
barn  and  cattle  sheds  were  <k*str<)yed;  indeed,  all  iuit  the  dwelling.  The 
lai^e  barn  of  John  M.  Thaytr.  in  Dale,  was  destrnyetl  and  iMirt  of  the  house 
roof  blown  away.  Harker  &*  Green,  in  Highland,  lost  a  bam  and  Ritey 
W  alling  had  hi>  h  )u>e  shattered  and  foundation  ruined.  Mr.  Walling  and 
faniii>  escTi|)ed  hy  (juiekh  tjett'iit;  into  a  oa\e. 

These  wliirls  and  spnr^-  seemed  to  l)e  everywhere  in  tlie  air.  and  when- 
ever ilie  hanging  ckjnd  r»r  .^lri|).  like  a  falling  winding  sheet,  came  down  to 
earth  there  destmction  was  done.  Up  in  Center  township  a  vacant  house  was 
entirely  blown  away.  Another  spur  in  Highland  carried  away  the  house  of 
Stewart  King,  and  in  the  same  township  the  house  of  Thomas  Rollins  was 
l).idl\  racked  and  twi<teil  <»ff  th«-  foiin«Iatiou.  Mr.  Rollins,  on  his  way  home 
from  a  neighlwr'.s,  w  as  hurled  intt>  a  hedge  and  badly  brttised.  A  like  olYsboot 
veered  to  Sutherland  where  it  did  some  dantage.  The  general  trend  of  the 
c)'clone  was  towards  the  southeast.  It  next  struck  the  house  and  bam  of 
l-'red  Lemke.  in  (irant.  and  wiped  them  up  as  if  so  much  chaff.  The  house, 
with  the  family  in  it.  was  actually  rolled  fiver  and  over,  then  jerked  up  in 
the  air.  and  <la>lu<l  on  the  ground  into  fragments.  It  was  much  commented 
on  as  one  of  the  freaks  of  this  class  of  stoniis  that  such  ile.struction  could 
be  done  and  the  family  escape,  and,  as  it  was.  one  four  year-old  son.  Robert, 
received  an  ugly  gash  in  the  face.  A  horse  was  badly  crippled  as  the  bam 
went  flying  into  pieces.  The  Covey  churcli.  along  the  route  of  the  storm, 
was  hadly  shaken  up  and  the  g.ahles  torn  oil.  ( )ne  of  the  saddest  accidents 
was  at  the  home  of  William  Haver.    They  saw  it  coming,  but  before  they 
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cuukl  reach  ilic  lioiise  the  walls  and  roof  were  whirled  in  every  direction,  a 
flying  timi>er  killiiii^  Mi-.  Haver  instantly.  In  the  saiiic  t"uiisliii)  James 
Uialt'.s  hou>e  was  destroyed,  l-uckily  the  family,  as  a  snnmier  convenience, 
were  living  in  a  tent,  llicy  were  swirled  up  into  the  air  and  lit  some  distance 
away,  uninjured.  The  house  and  stable  of  James  Janes,  on  section  21,  was 
destroyed.  lo^etlicT  with  thr  stahles  of  l-".d  Shepard,  on  section  10.  At  the 
homes  of  E.  I.  l'rii>h  and  lohn  Dakin  in  each  case  their  stahles  were  destroyed 
and  houses  nninjurcd.  Mr.  I.acktv  ln-.t  lii-  rfsi<lciuf.  William  Seeley's 
hultsc  was  carried  np  into  the  an  twice  and  dashed  down  i)eIore  iioh^^  to 
pieces.  The  family  were  carried  several  rods  among  the  ruins,  injuring 
Mr.  Seeley  severely,  at  first  thought  fatally,  though  he  recovered,  but  his 
household  goods  were  destroyetl.  Fortunately  the  faiin'!} .  w  hen  they  saw 
it  coming.  soni,dn  refuse  in  the  stron<!;er  iiranary  and  escaped.  A  lar^e  j^rove 
seemed  to  sntlicicnlly  protect  and  save  tlie  house  ot  iJon  C.  Uerry,  but  liis  barn 
was  destroyed.  The  Joseph  DeMars  family  were  among  the  unfortunate. 
Miss  Elsie  DeMars,  a  daughter  of  twenty  years,  was  so  badly  injured  that 
•<lu'  died  dnrin.ijf  the  week.  The  collar  bone  of  Mrs.  DeMars  was  broken  and 
lic-i  head  iiul  h<iily  lacerated.  The  three  sons.  HuL^fiU'.  Sanniel  and  Ju-oph, 
jr..  and  Uina.  tht-  daii.L;hler.  wen-  liailly  injnrod.  I  hi-  iioiisi'  .iiul  h.ini  i>\ 
Tiiunias  Jenkins  were  each  crnshed  in  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  >utlered  a  broken 
collar  bone.  The  baby  in  the  family  was  whirled  away  twenty  rods  and 
lodged  in  a  pool  of  water  uninjured.  The  bam  of  Richard  M.  Bo>'d.  on  sec- 
tion 14.  was  destroyed.,  actnally  tlrivint;  many  parts  of  tlie  same  into  the 
grountl.  but  liisiiiiT  till-  niof  oi'  llie  house. 

'J  his  same  iwi.ster  .^lorm  continued  down  into  W'aterntan  township,  com- 
pletely tearing  to  fragments  the  house  of  James  Jenkinsi.  Mrs.  Jenkins  was 
caught  or  wedged  in  between  a  barrel  of  lime  and  a  hot  stove  and  her  eyes 
nearly  burned  from  their  suckets.  The  house  t)f  Oliva  .Marc,  .it  was  swept 
;iuay.  Tlicy  t(trttni:itely  ha<l  a  ca\e  and  esoajK'*!  in  that.  The  )ithn  Di-Toin- 
re>idenci-  was  badly  shattered  in  its  u]>i>er  sti-ry  and  a  lar;;!-  ]»art  i>t  tlit-  Imrn 
torn  to  pieces.  At  one  jjoint  several  feet  of  the  buiUhng  wa.>  left  sianvling 
intact,  sliowing  the  queer  freaks  of  such  twisters.  Thomas  Marcott,  on  sec- 
tion 12,  lost  his  bam.  His  Hve-year-old  boy  was  badly  injured  and  died  in  a 
few  days.  Mr.  Marcott  also  lost  a  ri>ll  of  greenbacks  amounting  to  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  he  never  found  i  lio  hou^e  of  Ambon  Piover.  r>n  sec- 
tion II.  was  destroyed,  though  he  himself  was  yisitiny  at  the  home  of  \\  illiam 
Conrad.  ju.>t  north  of  his  house,  and  whose  house  was  also  demolished.  Mr. 
Boyer  had  two  ribs  broken.  Mrs.  Conrad's  skull  was  fractured  and  shoiddcr 
injured,  while  a  son.  Lennte.  had  a  hip  broken.  Mattic  an  arm  broken  and 
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Lilly  injured  in  the  back-,  while  Mrs.  Conrail  was  otherwise  lacerated.  The 

hou-c  Iff  Ahrani  ( )iKlykc  was  torn  to  piect.";  ami  an  upper  floor  fell  upon  and 
latally  iiijurctl  him.    He  chccl  the  tollciwing  day. 


Iu>l  as  this  history  is  ready  tor  the  jjress.  and  i>n  lliis  Junf  5.  i'/i4,  at 
SIX  o'clock  1'.  occurred  one  ol  the  most  destructive  cyclones  ever  in  the 
county.  It  was  first  observed  by  our  citizens  in  the  county,  when  it  struck 
several  set  of  farm  buildings,  demolishing  them  and  stripping  sex'eral  groves 
of  trees  of  their  barks  completely,  just  south  of  Hospers,  over  in  Sioux  county, 
entering  O'lJrien  county  near  that  i)oint. 

Its  first  and  iK'rhaps  worst  destruction  in  the  county  was  by  a  spur  of  the 
cydone  rushing  in  furious  force  through  Carroll  township,  running  nearly  on 
a  bee  line  north  on  the  section  line,  commencing  near  the  farm  of  M.  F. 
McNutt,  on  the  southeast  K-merof  section  16.  demolishing  all  h>  extensive 
set  of  hnildings.  curifnisly  leaving  his  house  intact  and  largely  destroying  his 
grove.  The  main  niaelstroin  ot  air  whirling  in  a  circle  as  it  proceeded,  being 
from  one-half  to  threcHjuarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  its  center  of  activity 
being  squarely  on  the  highway,  destroyed  practically  all,  namely  about  fifteen 
sets  of  farm  buildings,  each  in  value  running  from  six  to  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  including  also  groves  torn  up  literally  by  the  roots  as  it  proceeded. 
One  very  sad  death  <Kcurred  in  this  township,  the  little  grandcliiUl  of  John 
Bilsland,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  M.  D.  Finch,  another  of  the  oldest 
settlers,  was  himself  very  severely  injured  and  his  buildings  and  grove 
destroyed.  Perhaps  the  worst  havoc  in  any  one  spot  in  its  path  was  the 
total  destruction  of  the  builditigs  and  grove  of  Fred  Nelson.  In  the  destruc- 
tions of  groves  the  trees  of  thirty  and  forty  years  growth  were  torn  up  by 
tlie  roots  and  piled  in  confused  hcap.<).  Live  stock  lay  dead  right  and  left. 
Household  gixids,  furniture,  widi  the  debris  of  buildings,  were  scattered 
over  whole  quarter  sections  of  land,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  the  plowing 
of  corn  could  not  he  proceeded  with  on  many  fields  until  the  debris  was  re- 
ino\ed  an<l  eoUeeted.  Pianos  were  found  in  corn  fields,  and  clothing  and 
sacred  relics  of  home  hung  in  shreds  and  pieces  mi  the  barbs  of  fences  and 
everywhere.  Wire  fences  with  posts  were  torn  up  and  stripped  loose  and 
warped  through  the  growing  grain  with  such  force  and  velocity  as  actually 
to  bum  in  spots  from  the  electricity  and  velocity  of  movement  of  wires.  All 
the  curious  freaks  were  i>erfr)mied  that  are  told  of  cyclones,  all  too  much  for 
detailed  description.   W  hile  a  stiuining  blow  to  all  the  farmers  in  this  long 
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path  of  ruin,  even  yet  they  were  perhaps  better  able  to  stand  its  money  value 
than  the  niin  to  immediately  follow  within  a  few  short  minut('<  t<>  tlu-  town 
of  Snnhorn.  and  some  of  its  many  poorer  people,  many  with  but  a  house  and 

modest  home 

Indeed  the  whole  heavens  of  the  north  part  of  the  county  seemed  to  be 
under  a  fateful  pulsation  of  electric  current  and  the  whirling  streamers 
higher  up  in  tl^  heavens  or  lower  down  near  the  ground  as  "the  wind  blew 
where  it  Hsteth." 

The  spur  strikintj  Sanl)(>rn  just  a  little  liitrhcr  up  on  the  average 
than  the  Carroll  township  spur,  sntashing  in  a  larger  number  of  the  tops  of 
the  buildings  and  leaving  the  main  body  partly  intact  but  shivered  up.  This 
latter  was  true  up  Main  street  for  some  three  blocks.  It  first  hit  the  round 
house,  demolishing  it  in  part,  then  overturning  in  a  mass  of  rtjin  two  eleva- 
tors, thence  up  Main  street,  as  statrd.  thence  tuniinij  tf»  the  northeast,  (joint; 
all  manner  of  the  curious  and  the  freakish  in  vengeful  whim  of  devastation, 
barely  and  fortunately  missing  the  forty-thousand-dollar  school  building,  but 
just  across  the'  street  destroying  the  city  park  and  city  water  tank  and  water 
woffcs.  The  telephone  system  of  the  whole  east  half  of  the  city  was  one 
hopeless  tangle  of  wires. 

Two  very  sad  deaths  rcsulttd  in  Sanl>(»rn.  Patrick  Donoughue.  a  pros- 
jKrous  clotliing  merchant,  was  lifted  into  the  air  full  thirty  feet  or  more,  as 
Stated  by  eye  witnesses,  and  hurled  to  the  ground  one  himdred  and  fifty  feet 
away  to  his  death.  James  Duymstra.  a  young  man,  was  also  killed.  About 
twenty  people  were  injured,  many  M-ricusI} .  Alwut  one  hundred  buildings 
were  damaged  in  varie<l  degrees.  The  loss  in  dollars  to  the  town  reached  a 
quarter  of  a  million.  It  would  be  impossible  to  sketch  in  detail  the  thousand 
merciless  havoc  incidents.  It  proceeded  north,  repeating  its  destruction  up 
as  for  as  the  D.  M.  Norton  farm,  near  the  Osceola  cotmty  line,  destroying  his 
buildings.  It  landed  the  whirlpool  i.f  another  streamer  Into  Melvin,  with 
considerable  destruction.  If  it  had  to  W-  >iuh  a  fate,  its  chosen  hour  of  the 
day  was  fortunate,  rather  than  still  later  in  the  evening  or  night.  As  a  whole, 
it  was  a  county-wid^  historic  calamity. 


The  city  of  St.  Paul  for  several  years  erected  an  ice  i>alace.  It  was  ele- 
gant. l*he  light  of  the  sun  shining  on  a  prism  of  either  glass  or  ice  will  pro- 
duce the  seven  colors  of  the  rambow.  The  same  sun  shining  on  all  the  angles 
and  architecture  of  a  mammoth  pile  of  ice  would  all  but  reflect  the  Aurora 
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Borcalis.  Hut  St.  I'aiil  was  reminded  that  it  was  Iianiiintj  tlio  -^taic  "t  Miniit- 
soia  in  advertising  ilie  wrong  kind  *>!  a  crop.  1  hi.s  iinylit  tend  lo  irigiiten. 
But  O'Brien  countv  has  been  tested  out  for  now  fi{tv-cii;ht  vears.  She  has 
had  a  few  bstd  features  and  had  some  wrong  things  done  as  herein  recited, 
and  wc  have  recited  Ijotli  the  Iwd  and  the  good.  But  we  w  ill  find  tliat  the 
UHdd  and  til',  ijood  in  ahiind'ince  so  ov(.-rt> »])>•  and  overtowcr-  tlie  l>ad  teatnres 
in  },'cneral  results,  that  w  i-  can  ^at\•ly  rvt-n  ^tatt-  tl  ;ii  w  r  !ia\c  hli/z;irds  and 
snow  storms  and  occasionally  an  early  hartl  irosi.  1  mi  ni>iancc.  in  one  year 
a  very  early  cold  wave  in  September,  before  the  com  was  ripe  or  hard, 
actually  froze  the  com  in  the  milk  tmtil  it  was  left  soft,  which  made  the 
cattle's  mouths  sore  to  eat  it.  It  was  indeed  a  km.  But  even  in  that  >  ear 
the  other  crops  were  s. >  honntiful  that  it  was  no  insnnmninta'de  t  alaniity 
after  all.  It  is  a  praise  io  the  county  that  in  so  many  years  only  one  such 
year  befell  its  people.  The  other  great  years  of  plenty,  so  many  in  number, 
have  so  filled  Pharaoh's  and  Jacob's  corn  cribs  that  automobiles  continue  to 
ni«.\  e  and  he  purchased  hy  the  hundreds.  Hogs  occasionally  have  an  e|>idemic 
<>t  cholera,  but  we  keep  ri^ht  un  nisint;;  hoik's.  .Sheeiiey  or  nn  Sheene\ . 
()"P.rien  county  has  indeed,  lieen  (jnili-  iree  Irmi  what  may  he  lernietl  an  over- 
whelminj;  calamity.  Likewise  we  may  liave  hlizzards  and  miow  .storms,  but 
O'Brien  county  has  the  money  to  buy  fur  coats  and  the  school  Imy  in  glee 
will  continue  to  throw  snow  balls  just  the  same.  The  early  .settler  felt  these 
blizzards  more  severely,  fur  his  home  was  but  a  -h.>.i  \- :  there  were  nn  trees  for 
wind  l)re:.k;  his  clothes  correspotided,  and  lH>ide-  then-  wore  m:  definite 
straight  road.s  to  lead  the  wanderer  home.  W  e  nui>t  record  S4imc  .>ierious 
ex|]enenccs,  however. 

The  writer  was  on  the  street  in  that  awful  blizzard  of  Januan*.  i888. 
in  Primghar.  In  its  first  <1asli,  ii  w  a-  u  it  that  it  was  so  fearfully  cold,  for 
the  .snow  was  dam|)  and  -.Inshy.  and  the  thermrmieter  tlien  twcntv  decrees 
al)Ovc  zero.  It  came  down  in  slush,  the  wind  blew  a  i,'ale.  the  >nnw  sheets 
(in  fact  they  were  niore  like  snow  bed  (|uilts).  like  a  young  avalanche,  striking 
the  face,  shoulders,  ears  and  eyes,  so  suddenly,  a  surprise,  followed  by  be-  ^ 
wildcrment.  that  it  was  literally  tme  that  it  was  .so  overwhelming,  dash  after 
dash,  that  it  was  n^t  only  an  etTi>rl  Init  a  strnsifjlc  to  get  into  tme's  own  house 
i.'vcn  trimi  iiis  (.\vn  door  yard.  Tliis  was  jnst  dnsk.  I.;iler  on  in  the  night 
the  colder  wave  struck  and  the  thermometer  went  ilown  to  thirty->i.\  degrees 
below  zero,  or  a  change  of  sixty-stx  degrees,  and  froze  this  .slush  to  ice.  The 
wayfarer  became  exhausted  in  the  first  struggle  and  five  persons  lost  their 
lives  in  O'Brien  county  in  that  aivful  night  of  storm.   We  will  give  some 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


O'BRIEM  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


145 


experiences  as  examples  of  what  were  duplicated  over  many  counties  ad- 
joining. 

I  raiik  \.  Dcrl)\ ,  aiuiUy  trtrasurci,  at  thai  time  lived  in  the  soiilh  i>arl  ot 
Primghar.  and  in  an  effort  to  get  liome  from  his  oflke  had  an  awful  experi- 
ence. He  would  have  failed  had  it  not  been  for  two  items.  His  wife  had 
placed  a  li^lit  in  the  window.  But  even  this  would  not  have  saved  him  had 
he  not  hy  at  cident  run  into  the  wire  fence,  which  he  held  la^l  to  and  follo\vc<l 
the  wire,  luit  even  then  as  he  entered  his  house  loll  exhausted  on  the  tloor 
from  his  ll«»underings  with  the  storm. 

William  H.  Bilsland,  a  homesteader  in  Carroll  township,  had  a  fearful 
experi«ice  and  his  two  sisters.  Jennie,  aged  twenty-five,  and  Tillie.  aged 
twenty-lwo.  met  their  sad  fate  in  death,  lie  had  made  a  trip  to  court  at 
Primjihar.  I  he  two  si--icrs  m-rc  at  the  father's  hunie  on  the  ruad.  They 
undertook  to  go  home  with  him  in  the  .sleigh.  The  bliz;^ard  struck  them  w  ith 
full  force,  and  the  horses  refused  to  go,  indeed  could  not  in  sudi  a  gale  and 
Minding  storm.  The  sleigh  tongue  broke  and  the  horses  were  detached.  An 
effort  w«s  made  to  ride  the  horses,  but  that  was  unavailing.  The  sisters 
liecame  e-vhausted.  TIkv  dug  as  much  of  .i  hole  in  the  snow  as  they  could 
lor  a  possible  shelter  until  morning.  Mr.  Bilsland  wrapped  his  own  fur  coat 
around  the  two,  but,  sad  to  record,  it  became  their  blizzard  gnive  aitd  the 
Minding  snow  their  winding  sheet.  Mr.  Bilsland  himself  struggled  and 
floundered  on,  throughout  the  whole  night,  lost  his  direction  and  finally  in 
the  inornin!.;  f"ini(l  hini-elf  miles  away  from  his  suppo-,e(l  jx <>iti« in.  It  was 
a  testing  time  even  with  a  hardy  life.  Xmie  liut  a  stnnii;  man.  luioyed  up 
by  the  hope  of  .saving  bis  sisters,  could  have  bat^^led  thi.s  hallle  storm,  he  to 
only  save,  and  barely  save,  his  own  life. 

This  sad  experience  was  only  paralleled  by  the  pitiful  experience  in 
Baker  township,  just  south  a  few  miles,  during  the  .sanJe  midnight  hours. 
The  wife,  sister  and  child  nf  Tliouias  K  jermoe  were  in  the  first  inst;tiice  safe 
in  their  own  home,  but,  evidently  frightened  at  the  terrible  fury  of  the  storm, 
undertook  to  get  to  what  seemed  a  safer  place  with  a  neigblx>r  and  relative 
living  near.  The  only  record  of  thetr  awftti  experience  during  that  terrible 
night  that  can  ever  be  tt>l<l  are  our  conclusions  from  the  grim  evidence  of 
•  lealli  of  the  three  frozen  bodies,  found  two  days  after,  lying  cold  in  death 
in  the  snow  only  fort\  rruls  from  their  own  home  and  place  of  safety  they  had 
so  unfortunately  left. 

In  Dale  township  also,  in  this  same  storm.  Mrs.  .\nderson  and  her  very 
aged  mother  and  son,  ten  years  old.  were  found  in  the  snow  drifts  dead. 
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Tliev.  too.  had  Income  f rii^htcncil  and  left  tlicir  home  to  escp-iw.  as  they 
thought,  to  a  ncighi>or's.  1  he  cloak  of  Mrs.  Anderson  was  found  where 
she  had  tenderly  wrapped  it  around  the  mother. 

George  C.  Godfrey,  of  Paullina.  and  his  two  neighbors.  Isaac  L.  Rerick 
and  L.  A.  Douglass,  were  caught  in  this  storm  going  hume  from  Primghar, 
anil  struggled  fur  hours,  hut  luckily  fnIlo\ve<l  a  fence  whidi  led  to  Mr.  Go<l- 
trev's  h'Hise  and  escajKil.  .Sam  Norland,  living  near  I'aulliiia.  vsas  likewise 
caught,  but  very  fortunately  stumbled  t)n  to  a  straw  stack,  dug  a  hole  and 
remained  in  it  unharmed  until  morning.  E.  B.  Pike,  of  Sheldon,  started  with 
his  team  for  Hull,  when  the  storm  struck  him,  He  lost  his  bearings  and 
wandered  o\er  the  wild  prairies  all  the  night,  but  just  at  morning  found  a 
hay  stack  and  saved  himself,  having  a  narrow  escape. 

The  winters  of  1871  and  1872  were  each  severe,  and  the  early  settlers 
had  some  bitter  experiences,  though  no  lives  were  lost  in  the  winter  of  1871. 
In  the  winter  of  1872  John  Miller  was  cat^t  in  a  Uizzard  near  Mill  creek, 
we-t  of  I'linighar.  with  a  load  of  flour.  To  save  himself  he  threw  the  flour 
sacks  in  the  road  and  utidcrtook  the  race  for  life  on  hr)rsel>ack.  lie  was  all 
but  exhausted  when  he  arrived  home,  tli.mkful  even  to  save  his  life. 

In  1872  a  young  man  named  I'red  Beach,  from  Iowa  City,  a  friend  of 
Houston  Woods  and  Mrs.  Roma  W.  Woods  (one  of  the  advisory  board  in  this 
history),  came  to  Old  O'Brien  to  visit  those  old  homesteaders,  and,  with  no 
experience  in  a  new  country,  undertook  to  make  the  trip  across  the  bleak 
prairie  in  a  blizzard  to  their  home,  about  seven  tniles  awav.  To  accommodate 
Mr.  Woods  and  other  neighbors,  he  had  also  attempted  to  carry  out  their 
mail.  He  also  had  with  him  a  i)up  dog  sent  from  Iowa  City  to  Mr.  Woods. 
He  evidently  lost  his  bearings  and  started  up  the  wrong  creek  towards,  as  he 
supposed.  Mr.  Woods'  homestead,  and  lost  his  life  in  a  blizzard  snow  bank 
grave. 

The  wiriter  of  18S0  was  a  memorable  one.  with  inunense  snow  banks, 
but  f<*rtunately  the  snow  was  dry  and  did  not  reach  tho.se  death-dealing 
stages  of  the  other  winters.  However,  it  was  long  six>ken  of  as  a  blizzard 
winter  from  the  mere  quantity  of  snow.  The  Milwaukee  railroad  had  not 
yet  built  its  snow  fences.  It  was  said  that  the  snow  shovelers  in  many  places 
had  to  throw  it  up.  and  then  up  again,  even  to  fifteen  feet  high.  Much  snow 
bhndness  resulted  with  the  snow  shovelers.  it  lasting  all  winter.  Indeed  that 
year  the  writer  saw  heavy,  hard  crusted  snow  banks  in  Albright's  grove  ad- 
joining Primghar  as  late  as  June. 

It  was  that  year  wfien  John  H.  Clear.  go\  ernor  of  Iowa,  issued  a  procla- 
mation or  order  to  the  Milwaukee  and  other  roads  to  remove  the  snow  from 
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their  tracks  at  all  hazanls  an«l  ^vi  o>al  to  the  nct  dy  i)e')])li'.  'I  ho  snow  re- 
mained a  depth  of  solid  packed,  crusted  snou  fit  three  and  tour  teci  on  the 
level  all  winter,  l  lie  tanners  in  the  various  parts  of  the  county  turned  out 
in  large  bodies  to  shovel  and  cut  out  the  roadways  to  the  towns.  In  a  num- 
ber of  funerals  the  coffins  were  skidded  by  hand  to  the  homes  and  burials 
had  in  the  farm  yards  until  spring.  DiirinR  that  hard  winter  the  writer, 
as  county  auditor,  had  the  winter's  coal  for  the  court  house  hauled  all  the  way 
from  Cherokee,  the  town  of  Prinighar  then  having  no  railroad.  In  many 
homes  that  winter  the  families  had  not  fully  provided  themselves  with  the 
hay  fud»  and  the  prairie  grass  was  covered  with  this  great  bed  of  snow,  coal 
was  practically  out  of  the  cjuestion  and  the  then  small  groves  were  not  large 
enough  to  make  Wood.  There  were  no  tele]ilii >ne<.  tieit,'liIiors  were  nearly  all 
long  distances  ai>art.  and  e\  eii  liie  trip  to  secure  lielp  \\a>  often  a  serious  mat- 
ter. With  the  now  iK'ltcr  honjes  and  harns  and  buildings,  with  straiglitened 
roads,  and  houses  closer  together,  these  experiences  could  hardly  be  duplicated 
at  the  present  time. 

PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

O'lirien  county  citizens  will  never  again  see  the  grand  sight  of  a  genuine 
prairie  lire.  It  was  a  condition,  like  the  prairie  sod,  never  to  be  repeated. 
It  took  thousands  of  years  to  create  that  condition.  The  tall  prairie  grass  in 
the  fall,  when  deadened  by  the  frosts,  burned  like  tinder.  Conceive  this 
sjrass  to  be  from  eight  inches  to  four  feet  high  (old  settlers  say  they  have 
seen  il  si.\  feet  high),  and  then  apply  the  principle  that  heal  rises  and  creates 
its  own  wind  even  on  a  still  day:  then  add  to  that  a  high  wind;  then  picture 
what  havoc  fire  can  do;  then  add  the  hay  stadcs,  bursting  in  air,  whidi  gave 
proof  through  the  night  that  those  stacks  were  still  there;  then  get  the  con- 
ception of  the  fact  th.nt  many  prairies  stretched  for  thirty  or  tnore  luiimpeded 
miles,  and  that  a  high  wintl  would  carry  this  seething,  roaring,  consuming 
fire  and  mass  of  flames  often  ten  to  fifteen  feet  high,  with  dense  smoke  and 
cinders  flying  all  over  and  high  in  the  air,  all  pilmg  flame  after  flame,  and 
actually  going  as  fast  as  a  horse  can  run.  The  writer  has  thus  seen  lines  of 
these  fire>.  running  /'i,t;;^ag  here,  and  in  a  straight  line  there,  then  a  specially 
tall  twenty  acres  of  slous/h  grass  burst  forth  with  unusual  energy  and  creat- 
ing its  own  wind,  for  ten  miles  each  way,  the  crackling  oi  hundreds  of  tons  of 
this  grass,  sounding  like  the  rumbling  of  distant  thunder  and  lighting  up  the 
heavens  on  a  dark  night  like  the  Aurora  Boiealis  or  northern  Ii|^ts.  It 
was  indeed  grand,  but.  as  cut  be  seen,  it  was  serious,  and  these  fires  were  a 
menace  to  the  lone  homesteader,  then  on  a  treeless  prairie,  living  in  a  sliack 
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slianty.  wi'.ii  m*  iiioncv.  ;is  likowi-^t-  l<i  tin-  liniidrols  of  IiavNtaik^  put  up  for 
winlcr  u.'ic.  or  put  up  by  tlu'se  haying  cuiii|>auics  on  a  large  scale.  1  he  Iminc- 
steader  soon  learned  to  put  up  mtich  more  than  he  needed  tliat  he  nnght  [mt- 
vide  against  ihese  fires,  and,  as  there  was  plenty  and  lalmr  the  only  outlay, 
lu-  (.Miild  liii  iliai  ia>ily.  These  peoplf  -"t>u  learnc*!  hy  exjuTience  t<>  prejare 
tire  lircak>.  \>v  ])\<>\\'n\f[  strips  amniul  ihe^^e  stacks  ami  arciintl  thi-ir  iidrm'-. 
ten  ur  niure  ni<is  apart,  aiui  on  a  slill  dav  liiirii  tlu'  siri|i  lu-twcrn.  i)ui  rviii 
then  the  tire  would  often  bound  over  ami  l>eyond  and  clean  out  either  a  hon>e 
or  all  the  hay.  They  also  soon  learned  that  it  was  safer  to  leave  fifty  or 
more  tons,  or  twenty  stacks,  scattered  here  and  there  over  the  prairie,  with 
plowing  around  each  stack,  tlian  to  stack  it  all  around  the  home  and  risk  his 
all  in  one  fire.  At  times  the>e  hii;li  winds  would  <aiTv  a  l)unch  ni  hlazintj; 
prairie  grass  high  into  the  air  and  these  precaution^  prove  unavailable.  The 
burning  haystacks  would  only  scatter  the  danger.  Single  fires  have  thus 
been  known  to  bum  over  a  full  fourth  of  the  county,  and  thence  on  to  other 
counties,  all  in  one  fire.  The  ne  1  1  1 ,  this  whole  prairie  would  look  like  one 
draperv  <>i  death  in  lUiH'k  fum-ral  destructioti.  with  the  Mark  ashes  or  dust 
nio\  in.u  ni  llu-  lu-aveus  in  streamers  of  black  sumke,  ami  working  dotruotion 
to  nuire  than  one  home  and  winter  s  I'eed  for  stock.  It  was  indeed  a  gratiil 
spectacle,  now  never  again  to  he  seen  in  the  county. 

TOWNS  EVEN  IN  DANGER. 

In  those  early  days,  say  1875-1885,  the  tall  prairie  grass  grew  right  in 
the  public  square  of  Primghar  and  in  the  streets  of  every  town  in  the  county. 

The  writer  renicmbers  one  little  incident  during  tho-e  yiars.  of  sitting  on  the 
>;idewalk  of  the  main  >-treet  of  .'^heldon  with  an  old  vcttK-r.  with  the  prairie 
gras>  up  to  imr  kneo.  and  of  our  remarking  at  the  lime  that  the  grass  was 
literall)'  growing  under  our  feet.  The  towii  was  not  yet  old  enough  for  this 
grass  to  have  been  tramped  out.  Fairly  good  sized  prairie  fires  have  thus  burned 
within  the  limits  of  the  towns  of  the  cwmty,  on  prairie  grass.  On  perhaps 
half  a  dozen  occasions  the  writer  has  seen  a  sudden  scurry,  a  fire  comi>any 
organized  impromptu,  each  citi/eu  hurryini;  with  a  )i;iil  of  water,  a  mop,  an 
old  gimity  sack  or  a  spade  to  pound  out  a  streak  ot  fire,  as  one  of  these  long 
•lines  of  fire  would  come  sweeping  towards  the  town,  citizens  hurrying  to  the 
blacksmith  shop  to  break  it  open  and  draft  into  ser%'ice  the  farmer's  plows  left 
there  to  be  shar|>ened.  while  other  citizens  were  hurrying  to  the  livery  to 
impress  the  available  hors,-^.  to  plow  two  >trips  around  the  town,  and  then 
to  back  fire  the  strijj  iietween  to  save  the  town,  meantime  the  uoukmi  and 
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chililrci)  usiti<;  the  <l:iiniK>iit(]  mops  and  gunny  sacks  and  s|)ades  fighting  fire  to 
sa\e  the  lown  jroiii  burning. 

GRASSHOPPERS. 

TIk-  },'ra>sli(ii)|)ors  and  the  cinintv  dciit  ucro  iiitUeii  twin  >ci>nrj,^e<  of  the 
carl\  day.  'I'lic  grasshoppers  lastctl  lor  stxcii  years.  »tr  perhaps  il  should  be 
said  from  five  to  seven  in  the  different  localities.  They  were  not  merely  the 
common,  small,  tame  grasshoppers  seen  each  year  along  the  edges  of  the 
pastures.  They  wen  known  as,  and  called,  the  "rocky  nunintain  loenst." 
Their  natural  h<inu-  and  hutcliini,''  irrnnnd  \va>.  in  the  arid,  dry  "-ands  and  soil 
of  the  west.  riiey  were  vi>itiir>.  In  si/c  they  were  ot'teii  tiiree  inches  in 
length.  They  did  not  belong  lo  this  reijion.  The  scientist  has  claimed  tlial 
they  never  returned,  but  that  each  succee<ling  year,  in  this  damper  region 
thai  they  degenerated  in  size  and  strenjith  and  finally  disappeared.  They 
were  pnlific.  active,  sancy  and  de^trncfive  an<l  no  remedy  i"or  their  practical 
destrnciion  was  t'unnd.  As  one  waj^  !.;<>t  it  nft.  "\'i>n  coiild  catch  one  j.;rass- 
hopi)er  ami  kill  him.  bnt  y<»u  had  a  job  on  ytuir  hands  witli  the  whole  bunch." 
They  deposited  their  ejjgs  in  large  nuinbers  in  the  drj*.  mellow,  soft  dirt  of 
recent  plowing.  The  sun  was  the  old  hen  that  hatched  them  out.  It  may 
seem  like  an  extravagant,  overdone  story  to  state  the  fact,  as  the  writer  him- 
self did  on  manv  occasions,  namely.  <,'ather  up  within  a  few  feet  a  handful 
of  from  titty  to  a  hundred  eggs,  and  itold  ihcm  in  tiie  hands  in  the  sun.  and 
within  twenty  mimites  they  would  expMd  and  hatch  out  and  jump  off  the 
hand.  hop.  hopper,  a  full  frisky  grasshopper,  ready  to- light  on  the  tender 
wheat  or  corn  blade,  in  preference  to  the  tougher  prairie  grass.  They  had 
a  choice.  '1  bey  had  been  in  the  country  l>eforc.  bnt  not  in  such  aiuntless 
numlKTs.  W  lien  they  aro>e  ni  the  millions  ui  ^real  clouds,  they  literally 
would  dim  and  cK)ud  tiie  sun.  \\  hen  tlui'^  in  the  ai-r  they  would  usually  Hy 
with  the  wind  and  at  a  tremendous  velocity.  The  sun  shining  on  their  silvery 
yellow  wings,  their  rapid  movements  gave  them  the  appearance  of  !tlKK)ting 
stars.  Their  incisors  and  wdl-lx>ring  outfit  were  in  ])roportion.  in  effect  and 
size.  onl\  ten  times  increased  to  the  bloo<l-borinu  outiit  of  a  i^ond  -.ized 
nios(|uito.  1  hese  sets  of  tfiols  could  ibmn  a  large  held  of  wheat  tir  corn  in  a 
short  time,  with  many  hands  doing  quick  work. 

They  first  came  in  1873.  In  1877.  the  year  the  writer  arrived,  the  people 
Were  undergoing  the  blues  of  Blue  Monda\  indeed.  They  were  still  in  con- 
siderable numbers  in  187S  and  were  practically  gone  in  |S7<».  The  viar  of 
1873  was  excessively  dry.    This  resulted  in  enough  ancestral  grasshop|)ers 
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to  keep  up  the  t'amily  for  the  six  succi-c<lin|;  years.  The  stroiifj,  hot  south- 
west .lutl  westerly  winds  rousing  tlieni  v.])  in  a  myriad  cloud,  in  clash  and 
movement  ot  millions  of  wings  would  often  sound  like  the  roaring  of  a  storm. 

The  SioHX  City  Journal  in  one  issue  said.  "Farmers  should  not  get  dis- 
couraged." It  was  hard  to  tell  whether  this  was  intended  to  be  humorous, 
serious  or  ijrini  irony  or  satire.  Ow  wa'^  \nn  it  :  "In  the  (  s  )  wheat  bye  and 
hvf  ."  AiiiitlKT  wa^  jjot  it  I  lit  iliai  "Die  iiiipiulent  little  cusses  wnuhl 
work  hard  all  day,  boring  wells  into  his  corn  stalks,  eating,  sucking  and 
destroying  his  com,  and  then  in  the  evening  would  light  and  line  up  on  his 
fences  and  posts  and  squirt  com  juice  in  his  face."  All  kinds  of  remetlics 
and  suggestions  were  made  and  tried  nut.  Some  dug  a  ditch  along  the  field 
to  stop  their  progress  in  part.  Tlii--.  liowever,  was  doini^  it  just  a  little, 
Each  remedy  fell  just  a  little  short.  Others  tried  a  long  trough  tilled  with 
kerosene  to  drag  along  the  fields  with  a  horse,  and  get  them  emmcshed  with 
the  liquid,  but  this  was  only  the  old  woman  with  her  broom  sweeping  bade 
the  waters.  The  Ivastern  people  and  papers  said  we  had  all  the  plagues  of 
Eg)pt.    This  di<l  not  a*<>iist  emifjratinn. 

The  ^aasshnppt  r  was  iiuleeil  an  early  settler.  He  settled  on  the  grain. 
He  was  a  pit>neer.  He  established  Ins  own  right  by  possession.  Just  imagine, 
lif  the  reader  will,  a  penniless  homesteader,  planting  com  for  a  sod  crop,  and 
that  his  first  year  in  the  county,  as  he  would  laboriously  with  an  ox  team  turn 
up  live  to  six  inches  of  solid  imsubduefl  sod  of  vi«j:r>rous  prairie  grass  roots  in 
a  drv  season,  and  dcpeiulin^  on  that  lirst  crop  to  winter  tlH•^e  (txen  or  span 
of  horses  a  cow  or  two.  a  few  hogs  and  also  tn  support  himself  and  family 
for  the  winter,  with* the  farm  machine  man  sticking  a  pr<jmts»ory  note  at  him 
and  threatening  to  sue  him  if  he  did  not  pay  up.  This  was  humorous  again, 
as  ol<l  Captain  I'dwards,  coimty  auditor,  said  to  the  machine  note  man.  "Dod 
blame  it.  Ixiys,  that's  right:  sue  'em,  put  'em  in  judgment,  I  can  add  em  up 
belter  tlien.  ' 

This  fact  is  i<rol)ably  true,  however,  with  all  the  damage  tliey  did.  that 
now  in  these  later  prosperous  years  of  plenty,  O'Brien  count)'  could  feed 
all  those  grasshoppers  and  not  miss  it.  But  then  they  took  it  all.  One  man 
on  a  whole  section  of  land.  \\  ith  twenty-five  acres  of  first-year  sod  corn,  did 
not  last  even  a  day  snfin  tiiiies. 

Like  all  other  new  countries,  the  settler  Ixnight  too  much  machinery, 
ami  during  all  these  seven  years  and  for  years  afterward  these  promissory 
notes  became  due  with  interest  a^ded.  One  machine  agent  came  to  Cherokee 
to  meet  one  of  these  homesteaders,  and  took  a  photograph  of  one  of  these 
haytwisters,  with  his  feet  and  legs  wrapped  up  in  gunnysacking  in  lieu  of 
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shoes,  with  all  otiier  chiihcs  to  match,  ami  sent  it  in  to  the  house.  Chattel 
mortgages  were  given  galore,  for  machine  notes,  for  groceries,  for  bread. 
There  is  one  chattel  mortgage  on  the  records  of  O'Brien  county  actually 
covering  a  coffee  mill  with  some  other  household  articles.  Xo  wonder  they 
were  wilUti!,'  to  caich  some  ijophers  for  the  bounty  offered  and  take  a  county 
warrant,  and  c\cn  press  the  tnatter  beyond  the  limit 

At  the  September  session,  1876,  the  board  of  supervisors,  on  petition  of 
these  now  distracted  homesteaders,  by  resolution  declared  all  taxes  of  resi- 
dents unavailable  and  cancelled  them  from  the  tax  lists.  Tliis  petition  and 
resolution  also  (Hrected  itself  to  Contjress  and  relief  coniiiiittees  lor  hel])  and 
relief.  Other  counties  bkewise  ioitic<l  who  ui-re  '■iniilarly  al'llicted.  Some 
citizens,  however,  held  back,  fearing  that  this  advertising  of  those  troubles 
would  injure  later  on  in  securing  settlers. 

During  the  darkest  year  of  1874,  State  Senator  Samuel  H.  Fatrall,  of 
Iowa  City,  and  our  own  George  D.  Perkins,  state  senator  from  this  district, 
made  a  tour  of  these  northwestern  counties  of  Iowa  and  on  the  coin  euintj  of 
the  Legislature  in  January,  1875.  reconnnendcd  an  appropriation  of  a  loan 
of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  dollars  to  these  northwest  counties,  but 
to  be  paid  back.  The  Legislature  reduced  the  amount  to  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  made  it  an  otit-an-out  donation,  which  was  tlistributed  for  seed  ^'rain 
to  those  most  needy.  This  \yn<  supplemented  also  by  cnntribution>  from 
reliet  committees  over  the  c<iuntry.  This  niakiiiii;  it  a  donation  instead  of  a 
loan  was  the  proj)er  thing,  as  it  tcxik  many  years  lor  tliosc  hoinesleaders  of 
O'Brien  and  other  counties  to  remedy  their  conditions. 

A  committee  of  the  Legidatnre.  composed  of  Representatives  Brown 
;ui(l  Tasker,  came  to  Sheldon  in  March,  followintj  and  made  the  distril)iition, 
but.  as  can  be  seen,  even  this  large  sum  permitted  Inil  a  small  amount  to  each 
homesteader,  ju.st  sulficient  to  get  seetl  in  the  spring,  the  orders  being  "'to 
exercise  the  utmost  caution  and  to  supply  only  the  most  needy,  as  it  was  an 
emergency  measure."  Gen.  N.  B.  Baker,  of  the  governor's  staff,  was  the 
general  manager  for  the  distribution  of  this  reli(  t  1  li<  |h  were  very 
grateful,  however,  as  the  item  of  «;ee<1  ?:;rain  actiialK  lUlenuined  the  (|uestir>n 
in  many  ca>e>  whether  the  homesteader  either  would  or  could  stick  tor  an- 
other year,  or  dig  out.  as  the  expressitin  went.  Probably,  however,  like  the 
prairie  sod.  like  the  homesteader,  like  the  Indian,  like  the  pioneer,  like  the 
then  grasshop]K-r  in  the  millions,  these  conditions  only  happen  or  occur  but 
once.  When  done  and  gone  they  were  gone  forever.  Therefore  they  were 
historic. 

In  these  later  years  of  prosperity  and  plenty,  in  this  year  1914,  it  would 


O  UKIEN  ANI>  O.SCFAILA  t4ll  XTIK.S  IUS\  .\. 


seem  aWurd  to  tliink  that  the  resolution  following  coukl  ever  have  been  seri- 
ously adopted  in  O'Brien  county.    TIimsi  uIim  liavi-  m-vcr  expericiufd  the 

tava<;cs  for  -tv en  years  of  millions  ami  clutiil-  of  };ra>sIioppers  would  hardly 
ln.-!ii\c  it.  I'lUl  iti  i^J}  it  was  >vriou-.  It  luav  lie  curiously  olKtm-cl  tiiat 
ihc  word  t;ras.>hojjj)cr.s  was  iiul  used,  l.ikc  the  silcnl  lips  of  ilealli,  ii  was 
not  nece$!iary.  The  names  therein  given,  ho\ve\-er.  were  among  Sheldon's 
most  reliable  citizens.  In  this  history  we  have  refrained  from  inserting  long 
pet'(t(^ns  on  various  subjects,  but  we  cannot  abbreviate  it  in  this  case  and 
c'X|)ri-<>  the  dtit-  fli-doss  of  the  pt-oplc  dnrini,'  those  vears  and  at  same  time 
give  the  proceedinjjs  aiul  names  oi  th<».-*e  rcsjM>nsii)le  pcijplc  taking  part.  The 
following  was  the  report  of  the  meeting  and  resolution : 

From  the  Sioux  City  Journal  of  December  6.  1873 — ^"Sheldon,  Iowa. 
Deccnihtr  i.  iJ^r.v  Pursuant  to  a  call  of  the  citizens  of  Sheldon,  a  meeting 
was  lul<l  at  .Sluldoii.  .\'n\ i-nilxr  j<).  l^*",^.  to  take  stejis  fi>r  relief  to  the 
needy  hoiue-teaders  of  (j'Tincii  county.  Meeliny  wa-^  calli'd  to  order  liy  J. 
A.  IJrown,  11.  D.  Wiard  wa>  chosen  chairman,  and  E.  1".  I'arkhurst,  secre- 
tary.  The  following  resolutions  were  presented  and  adopted : 

"  'Whereas,  many  of  the  people  of  O'Brien  county,  through  the  unfor- 
tunate failure  of  croi>s  last  season,  are  needing  such  aid  and  assistance  from 
others  as  is  necessary  to  carry  their  faniilic'-  throu'^di  the  winter,  and  pnicure 
seed  for  their  land  in  the  spring;  therefore.  Ije  it 

"  'Resolved,  that  we  appoint  a  committee  of  eight  to  apply  to  .such  other 
parts  of  the  state  for  what  is  needed,  and  to  distribute  the  same  when  re- 
ceived, among  such  famihes  as  require  it.  ^ 

"'Resolved  lliat  the  conitiiittee  report  from  time  to  time  a  list  of  -udt 
goods  as  arc  received  an«l  that  names  of  the  luinilies  to  wlutni  they  are  dis- 
tributed antl  what  each  one  received." 

"The  following  persons  were  elected  as  that  committee :  J.  A.  Brown. 
H.  C  Lane,  Ben.  Jones.  Eli  Biarsh.  Eli  F.  Woods,  M.  G.  McClellan.  E.  F. 
Parkhurst  and  l"..  W.  K\an<. 

"It  was  voted  that  a  copy  of  ilu-  nnnule>  of  this  meeting  lie  seiU  to  the 
Sheldon  iMail,  Sioux  City  Joiinuil  aiul  Slate  Journal,  with  a  re<piest  tor 
publication. 

"H.  D.  Wiard,  Chairman. 

"E.  F.  Pakkhubst,  Secretary." 
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COUNTY  SEAT  CONTESTS. 

O'Brien  couniy  lias  had  !uiir  ci»unty  seal  ci)ntcst> :  The  contest  be- 
tween Old  O'Brien  and  I'rinighar  in  1X72.  the  contest  of  1879  between  Prim- 
grhar  and  Sheldon,  the  Sanborn  raid  or  contest  in  1882  and  the  contest  of 
191 1  between  Primghar  and  Sheldon. 

There  arc  few  pnlilic  agitations  that  will  i-i\iv.\]  in  --trt.'mi<>u-.inss  and 
earnest  cxcitcuHiii  a  louiily  seat  contest.  It  i«-  Inmian  nature  that  the  riii/ens 
of  the  contesting  l<j\vns  will  he  loyal  lo  their  home  towns.  1  hat  (jiiality  is 
right  and  commendable  as  betw^een  the  individual  and  his  town,  but  it  forms 
no  reason  of  itself  why  a  cotmty  seat  should  or  sliould  not  be  relocated.  The 
immediate  exeitrnient  and  theotherui>e  cimtentions  of  individuals  and  towns 
arc  oftni  the  real  >nl)ieets  discusM-d  in  these  (■()nte>ts.  Therv  are.  ln-wever. 
f^roundwork  caii.se>  and  reasons.  alH)\e  and  ixryond  all  this,  to  which  as 
historic  matter  we  must  look  and  for  which  we  must  search  in  these  contests. 
The  contests  hover  over  the  shoulders  of  the  towns  involved,  but  the  causes 
solving  them  out  are  county  wide.  We  must,  therefore,  set  aside  the  indi- 
\  idtial  and  tense  feelings  always  playing  a  part  in  such  contests  and  look 
beyond. 

i'he  law  of  the  state  as  to  filing  petitions  and  remonstrances  was  not 
quite  the  same  in  the  first  two  contests  of  1872  and  1879  as  it  was  in  the  last 
contest  of  1911.   At  the  periods  of  the  first  two  contests  the  law  permitted 

Ixith  sides  to  procure  signatures  to  ixith  petition^  and  remonstrance*,  clear 
u|)  ti'  the  date  of  the  hearinir  !>v  the  hoard  of  >uper\i>ois.  In  fact,  in  the 
contest  of  1879  the  Ixjard  actually  |)ennitted  signatures  ti>  petitions  on  hoth 
sides  that  were  being  procured  as  the  board  proceeded  with  the  hearing. 

At  the  time  of  the  191 1  contest  the  law  required  the  petitioner  asking  for 
relocation  of  the  county  seat,  or  remonstrating  thereto,  to  af^ix  his  signature, 
to  add  thcntn  the  date  when  he  sit^ned  same.  t<i  i^ive  the  nnmher  of  the  sec- 
tion, town-hip  and  range  of  the  land,  or  the  niiinlHr  of  the  ward  if  in  a  city 
of  his  residence,  and  also  required  that  the  coiii[)leied  iietition  be  filed  sixty 
days  prior  to  the  hearing  by  the  board.   The  remonstrators  could  sign  up 
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nanic*^  durinij  the  cniiva^-^  of  tin-  county  I>v  the  petitiom-rN  and  dnrinjj  thi< 
sixty  days  and  up  to  within  ten  days  of  the  hearing.  During  each  of  tlie  con- 
tests the  law  required  publications  to  be  made  of  the  coming  filing  of  a 
petition  in  a  newspaper.  All  the  time  it  has  provided  that  names  found  on 
both  petition  and  remonstrance  should  only  ]k  counted  on  the  remonstrance. 
As  can  he  seen,  in  all  coimty  seat  contests  this  invites  a  tense  struggle  in  the 
procurement  of  sigiuitures. 


The  istal)lish;nciU  of  the  county  seat  at  Old  O'Brien  had  h.ad  an  ignoble 
cause,  as  we  ha\e  detailed  under  other  heads.  This  first  contest  was  not 
strictly  between  Old  O'Brien  and  Primghar.  but  between  Old  O'Brien  and 
the  then  prairie  grass  plat  of  forty  acres,  the  southeast  quarter  ot  the  south- 
east rpiarter  of  section  36.  townshij)  (/>.  range  41.  It  is  prol)a>)ly  the  onl> 
instance  in  the  lli^to^v  of  the  state  where  a  spot  of  forty  acres  of  raw  bare 
prairie,  with  no  inhai>itants  and  not  even  a  name  (the  name  i'nmghar  not  yet 
having  been  given  to  it),  ever  contested  with  a  prior  county  seat  and  actually 
won  out  The  board  ordered  the  vote  at  its  June  session,  1873,  and  the  elec* 
tioii  H  cnrred  November  11.  ivj-'  The  vote  of  the  people  stood  three  hun- 
drcil  and  seven  for  removal,  and  tifty-three  against. 

We  will  give  reasons.  In  all  the  other  conte.sting  efforts  to  re- 
locate, including  this  effort  to  remove  it  from  Okl  O'Brien,  there  were  ground- 
work causes  solving  out  the  destiny  of  the  county.  This  first  fight  in  1872 
was  imlee(!  a  supreme  effort  on  the  part  of  the  old  homesteaders  recently  then 
locating  in  1S70-71-7J  to  reform  niatter<  The  real  gist  of  this  light  lay  in 
the  sittlod  determination  of  tlu  ^e  -cttlers  that  the  county  seat  and  it^  records, 
and  ilial  even  the  sentiment  hoxering  over  Old  O'Brien,  and  its  rat  hole  of  a 
log  court  house,  should  be  wrenched  from  the  Bosler-Cofer-Tififcy  crowd, 
and  that  the  only  way  to  do  it  was  to  root  it  up  and  move  it  away  and  settle 
the  then  one  desired  fact,  that  the  new  .settlers"  rights  should  l)e  established 
and  that  tliev  ^Ivmld  cut  loose  from  those  pirates  in  the  organizing  of  coimties 
for  prolit.  A  second  thought  also  was  to  locate  the  county  seat  at  the  exact 
center.  It  was  also  a  further  thought  to  locate  it  on  <»*  near  the  forty-third 
parallel  of  latitude,  which  was  two  miles  below  the  propose<l  location,  and 
where  Congress  in  its  land  L-rant  to  the  Milwaukee  railroad  recited  it  should 
be  built  "as  near  as  nuy  be." 


THE  CONTEST  BETWEEN  o'bRIEN  ANn  PRIMGHAR  IN  iSjI. 
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SECOND  CONTSST,  1879. 

Sheldon  vs.  Prinij^liar  and  Sanborn  vs.  rninghar.  (  )n  June  3.  1879, 
there  was  lilctl  iKrlore  the  Ujartl  u{  .supervisors  ot  the  county  ihc  "petition"  of 
sundry  citizens,  asking  for  the  relocation  of  the  county  scat  from  Prin^har 
to  Sheldon.  The  hearing  before  the  board  occupied  three  days  at  its  June 
session.    Tlie  ofticial  record  r>f         i  11       uiitc  meager. 

The  board  found  tliat  fnc  iuiiulicd  and  lliirly-two  signed  the  petition 
for  relocation;  lliat  lilly-seven  illc,i;al  \oters  or  non-residents  signed  Siune; 
that  eighty-nine  voters  who  had  signed  the  petition  h«id  also  signed  Prim- 
ghar's  remonstrance ;  that,  in  all,  four  hundred  and  ninety-live  signed  the 
remonstrance;  that  there  were  fourteen  illegal  signers  on  the  remonstrance. 
Based  on  the  above  lindings.  the  jx-tition  was  rejected.  The  hearing  lasted 
for  three  tlays  atnid  nutcli  excitement.  It  was  held  in  the  court  room,  with 
large  crowds  present  from  all  i>aris  of  the  county.  The  street  .scenes  were 
even  more  demonstrative  on  both  sides  than  the  open  sessions  at  the  hearing. 

During  the  period  of  circulating  Sheldon's  petition,  the  town  of  Sanborn 
also  circulated  a  petition  to  relocate  the  county  seat  at  Sanborn,  and  Prim- 
ghar  circulated  remonstrances  againjt  Innh  towns.  .\  general  remonstrance 
wa>  also  circulated  against  relocating  it  anywhere,  but  the  board  rejected  this 
as  being  too  indefmite.  At  that  time  the  law  did  not  require  the  petition  to 
be  filed  until  the  day  of  the  hearing  before  the  board,  and  did  not  fix  a  definite 
date  when  to  filed,  and  required  no  dating  of  signatures,  as  now.  Much 
of  thi  se  three  days,  or  at  len^t  <onie  part  of  the  time,  was  occupied  in  sparring 
between  the  two  contending  forces,  actually  procuring  delays,  and  also  in  the 
meantime  procuring  more  signers  to  petition  and  remonstrance.  This  caused 
much  excitement. 

Looking  to  the  weightier  reasons  and  causes,  we  can  see  in  this  contest 

the  beginning  or  first  growths  of  the  second  content  in  191 1  between  the  same 
towns.  Sheklon  in  1S79  was  already  six  years  a  railroad  town.  Primghar 
was  still  roadless.  Sheldon  had  been  growing,  ■  i'rimghar.  jxior  old  maid," 
as  B.  F.  McCormack  humorously  remarked,  "was  waiting  for  a  pro]x>saI," 
from  some  one  to  build  for  it  a  railroad. 

Hut  the  two  historic  facts  remained,  that  Sheldon  was  established  on  the 
Uirder  of  the  county  and  Primghar  in  the  center.  The  decision  was  the 
same  as  it  later  was  in  1911.  The  people  of  the  county,  amid  excitement, 
was  solving  out  its  destiny. 
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TUE  THIRD  COUNTY  SKAT  CONTEST.  KNOWN  AS  THE  SANBORN  RA11>. 

Each  of  the  other  three  contcfls  were  conducted  under  the  statutes  of 
Iowa,  providing  for  petitions  or  vote.  The  Sanborn  raid,  which  occurred 
November  23,  1882.  was  ptirely  a  physical  combat  for  tht-  county  seat. 
\\'\ (.rthcIi'-N.  it  had  its  cause>.  Several  years  ajjo  I'raiik  A.  \  anghn.  etiitor 
of  ihe  O'Hririi  (  t'laity  /'(•;;/i'<  nf/.  i\i|iu'^1e<l  tiie  >enior  (.-(litor  of  this  I)ook 
to  write  an  impartial  account  of  tlie  matter,  lie  having  parlicipaled  iKTMrnally 
therein.  Believing  it  could  not  lie  set  forth  more  impartially  than  it  was 
there  done,  we  give  it  a  place  in  full,  as  being  practically  an  official  record 
of  the  unique  event. 

0 

"Mr.  Frank  A.  \  aughn. 

"Editor  O'Brien  County  Democrat: 

"Vou  have  rerjiiested  me  to  write  up  a  statement  of  what  was  known  a.H 

the  'Sanboni  Raid."  or  the  incident  of  Sanborn  actually  securing,'  and  holding 
the  County  veat  for  one  day.  During;  the  i>a>l  now  nearly  thirty  years  I  lia\e 
at  sundry  times  been  rei|uested  to  do  so,  but  so  far  have  refused.  It  was  one 
of  the  moEit  intense  county»wide  excitements  ever  in  the  county.  For  many 
years  this  incident  wns  so  intermingled  with  politics  and  local  personalities 
that  I  thrniijhl  best  not.  but  that  it  shotild  W  ]X)St]>oned  until  all  that  is  left 
In  tlie  fact  a--  it  occurred,  with  all  per-oiialilies  left  oiM.  I'nt  time  i-  now 
M»  far  renioxotl  that  at  lea>t  it  >honld  be  done  now  imiiartiallv,  and  in  doing 
so  to  gu  back  a  little  into  S(inie  of  the  facts  and  causes  leading  i\\y  to  the  same. 

"This  incident  occurred  on  the  night  of  November  23.  1882.  At  that 
time  Primghar  had  no  railroad  and  no  pros(iect  of  any  within  any  rea.<«onable 
time. 

"I'rior  to  ihis.  in  iS^f;.  Ixilh  Sheld.)ii  and  Saiilii.rn  had  circulated  ]>eti- 
tions  to  the  board  of  sul>ervi.sor^,  to  submit  the  t|ue>tion  oi  removal  to  a  vote 
of  the  people.  These  two  contests  in  their  time  had  followed  down  with  its 
natural  discussions. 

"Priii^har  had  then  only  about  one  himdrcd  and  se\ci  t\  ;i\  e  people. 
It  harl  fjone  on  \\w<  fn>m  187-'  (when  it  wa-;  laid  oiu )  uiuil  iSSj.  holdiuj? 
railroad  meetings  and  hoping  against  liope.  In  the  grant  of  (.'oniire-«>  to  the 
Milwaukee  Railroad  it  provided  that  sakl  road  should  Ik.-  built  through 
O'Brien  county  on  the  fort>''third  parallel  of  latitude  as  near  as  may  be  and 
connect  the  Sioux  City  road  at  SheMon  This  forty-third  parallel,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  lies  just  south  of  Primghar  alx>ut  two  miii*.«.   1'his  fact  the 
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nifn  wlio  laiil  <>iit  the  V>\\n  h:i<l  in  mind,  as  iikc\\i>c  the  lacl  that  it  was  in 
the  exact  center.  The  Milwaukee  roatl  in  1878  built  itself  "as  near  as  may 
be'  to  this  forty-third  parallel  to  and  through  Sanborn,  and  our  ten  years* 
hopes  and  patient  waiting  went  down  forty  degrees  below.  One  can  thus 
reafi  hetwten  tlic  lines  of  the  thought  of  t}»c  then  ])eo|)lo  of  .Sanlmrn  that  if 
the  raiiroafi  had  thus  •jone  on  this  forty-third  i)arallel  'as  near  as  may  i)e.' 
thai  nieant  that  the  forty-third  ijarallel.  or  I'rimghar.  or  the  county  seal 
could  remove  to  Sanborn,  'as  near  as  may  be.*  Indeed  one  juke,  though  it 
was  seriously  considered,  was  for  Sanborn  to  reincorporate  the  whole  terri- 
tory between  Primghar  and  Sanborn  as  a  town,  and  then  for  the  boanl  to 
shnpiy  order  the  court  liou^^e  to  be  moved  to  the  other  end  of  the  town,  that 
is,  to  Sanborn's  end  of  it.  on  the  theory  ilial  no  vole,  of  ihe  people  would  be 
needed.  This  may  be  laughed  at  now,  as  lacking  in  arginiient.  but  so  did  the 
idea  of  a  'raid'  without  a  vote  lack  in  the  same  way  and  yet  it  was  under- 
taken at  the  time  seriously.  I  simply  mention  these  facts  as  showing  that 
the  Sanborn  raid  or  removal  idea  had  some  causes  back  of  it  all.  W  hile 
determined  to  hold  the  county  seat,  rrimi^har  it>el!  was  in  fad  -getting  sick 
of  the  long  wail.  When,  in  1878,  llie  Milwaukee  was  built,  the  hearts  of  the 
Primghar  people  sank.  Again,  when,  in  188 1,  the  next  or  Northwestern 
road  was  buih  just  south  of  us.  the  town  was  sick  again.  During  those  three 
years,  from  1878  to  1881,  there  w  vw  actually  about  fifty  t..  sixty  buildings, 
large  and  small,  removed  from  I'ninghar  to  .SanlMirn.  I'aullina  and  some 
even  lo  Sutherland.  One  can  inugine  how  consoling  that  was  to  the  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  Prim^iar  [Koplc.  waiting  for  a  railroad. 

"But  on  each  contest  before  the  board  of  supervisors,  nothwithstanding 
the  alx)ve  facts,  that  even  the  people  of  Primghar  were  growii^  weary,  the 
Iieople  said  Xo:  the  farmers  then  argued  thus;  That  the  county  seat  is  nr)t 
fixed  for  a  dav  or  a  \erir,  but  for  imure  xcar";'  thai  the  farmer>,  the  bulk 
of  them,  went  to  the  county  seat  overland,  and  that  tlie  farmers  from  the 
farthest  comer  of  the  county  could  go  there  and  back  the  same  day.  and 
that  he  would  fair  with  the  other  farmers  at  the  other  end  oi  the  county 
who  could  do  the  same  thing,  and  thus  meet  him  half  way.  and  ihns  give  him 
a  sijuare  deal,  and  that  the  farmer  had  as  good  .a  right  to  the  argument  as 
the  town  man."  But  Sanboni  argued  to  herself  that  with  Trinighar  itself 
thus  'sick.'  if  we  can  get  it  actually  removed,  for  any  reason,  that  the  people 
will  simply  acc|uiesce. 

"Just  at  this  time  the  railroads  of  the  country  were  ha\  ing  a  passenger 
rate  war.  until  the  Sioux  ("itv  road  actually  otYered  a  round  trip  ticket  to 
Saint  Paul  and  Ijack  for  twenty-hve  cetJts.    Every  olilicer  in  the  court  house. 
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except  the  auditor,  logclher  with  many  other  citizens,  took  a(Uaiiiai,'e  <>1  this 
and  left  town  for  this- trip.  There  being  then  no  railroad  at  rriinghar.  these 
officials  went  by  the  way  of  Sanborn  to  take  the  train,  which  brought  up  the 
subject  and  the  idea  of  a  raid  was  sprung. 

"The  citizens  of  Sanhorn  were  socin  well  orgjanized.  I'lider  tin-  town 
pride  idea  that  thf\  mv.^\  all  stand  together,  they  wero  iiaiurally  mnlcd  It- 
best  citizens,  like  William  flarkcr.  J.  I,.  (Ireene,  Harky  Day,  Mart  Shea. 
David  Palen  and  one  hundred  others,  participated.  One  hundre<l  men  went 
down  from  Sanborn  with  teams,  wagons,  crow  bars,  heavy  timbers,  pulleys 
I  I  1  ukle.  fully  et|nipi)ed.  and  arrived  in  Prin^;har  at  midnight  It  took 
Inn  a  hall'  hour  or  le--  for  that  number  of  vi^'onnis,  energetic  men  to  batter 
<lo\\n  the  court  house  do^^rs.  and  to  cut  down  the  window  sills  level  with  the 
floor,  and  to  proceed  to  toad  up  records,  documents,  filings.  i>apcrs  and 
everything  tliat  was  loose  or  could  be  loosened,  from  every  office,  and  load 
them  into  and  upon  forty  wagons  now  hitched  and  standing  aroimd  the 
s(|uare.  The  county  treasurer's  safe  was  loaded  on  a  brand  new  wagon  in 
the  court  house  s(|uare.  which  had  been  drafted  into  service  from  one  of  the 
machinery  houses  in  Sanborn.  The  rect>r<ler's  and  clerk's  safes  were  loaded 
on  other  wagons,  though  the  recorder's  safe  was  the  only  one  that  in  fact 
got  clear  in  Sanborn.  The  county  auditor's  safe  had  been  built  right  into  the 
building  as  a  part  of  it.  and  could  not  be  removed. 

"While  these  hap]>enings  were  ijoing  on  thus  vigorously,  the  alarm  was 
sounded  through  the  town,  by  some  one  who  was  sleeping  in  the  oUI  wooden 
jail.  Everybody  was  awake  at  once,  its  remaining  people,  men.  women  and 
children,  running,  hollering  and  yelling.  George  W.  Schee  and  myself  w^ere 
the  only  county  oflker  and  ex-officer  present;  probably  twenty  of  her  people 
went  on  this  trip  It  was  |H'rhaps  fifteen  or  fwent\-  iniiiMtes  bef  re  tlie-e 
scared  people  could  get  organized.  Mr.  Schee  and  myself  were  lir>l  on  the 
gnjund.  W'e  lx>th  agreed  at  once  that  whatever  else  happened  we  would  not 
permit  or  bring  on  any  physical  conflict,  and  that  we  would  hold  our  tempers, 

"In  the  meantime  1  had  first  walked  through  the  court  house,  where  the 
removers  were  mainly  at  work,  and  shook  hands  with  every  one  of  the  one 
hundred  men  I  could  get  to  within  reach.  1"his  put  everylxnly  in  a  laughing 
niotxl.  which  continue<l  through  it  all.  I  then  went  out  on  the  porch  and 
gave  a  yell  and  called  the  'house  to  order.'  Every  man  stopped  still  and 
listened  attentivdy,  and  I  said : 

"  'Genllenien:  This  is  public  property  and  belongs  to  O'Brien  county. 
I  call  upon  you  as  citizens  in  my  capacity  as  county  auditor  to  desist  and 
assist  in  the  protection  of  your  property,  the  public  records  and  the  court 
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house.  1  realize  that  you  now  have  the  majority,  and  we  will  not  attempt  to 
bring  on  any  physical  coniest,  but  these  records  must  be  retum«d.  We  will 
have  five  hundred  men  in  Sanborn  tomorrow  morning,  when  we  will  be  in 
the  majority.' 

"The  yell  \v;^■^  tlu-n  <^\\cn  \)\  the  crowfl  tr>  whnop  her  tlir'mpli.  Mr.  Schee 
and  inysfll  then  manajietl  V>  i;et  tuj^cther  thirteen  men  at  the  edf^e  of  tlie 
square  lor  consultation.  I  got  into  my  olhte  and  we  hustled  the  county  .seal, 
the  supervisor  s  record  and  warrant  book,  and  a  few  other  records  into  Mr. 
Schee's  office  across  the  way.  These  were  the  only  records  that  did  not 
arrive  in  Sanborn.  In  the  consultation  of  these  thirteen  men  this  line  of 
fij^ht  <ir  hafflipf^  was  arrived  at  and  decided  on.  That  ail  hands  slimild  i)ass 
quickly  among  the  teams  and  cut  and  sla-sh  the  harness  and  wring  otT  the  nuts 
off  tbe  vragon  wheeb  or  aides,  and  thus  dnarm  them,  but  to  desist  as  soon  as 
they  got  onto  it  and  not  bring  on  a  6ght.  The  nuts  were  thus  unscrewed 
from  the  wheels  of  the  wagon  on  which  the  county  treasurer's  safe  was 
loaded,  wliich  disahled  it  and  ])revented  its  retnoval.  thmiuli  the  lifty-foot 
Idi;  chain  wa.^  alsn  wrapped  armnid  it.  then  to  a  post,  and  the  ends  held  by 
the  men  lor  .st)me  time.    Many  harnesses  were  cut  up. 

"One  amusing  incident  occurred.  The  Sanborn  men  were  loading  the 
records  and  papers  into  several  wagon  boxes.  Mr.  Schee  and  others  were 
attempting  to  unload  them  and  to  carry  them  into  Mr.  Schec's  office.  David 
Palen,  in  his  vi£!f<m)tis  way.  yelled  out.  'See  here,  you  Primjjhar  thieves, 
you,  Schee  and  Peck,  don't  you  know  that  you  are  stealing  our  records.' 
and  everylx>dy  on  both  sides  laughed  heartily.  But  these  sallies  preserve<l 
the  good  temper  on  both  sides  of  the  crowd.  Another  sally  from  a  Prim- 
liarean  was  this :  'See  here,  you  Sanbcm  fellows,  the  nuts  are  off  your 
wagon  wheels,  the  chain  is  round  the  treasurer's  safe,  now  walk  up  and  pay 
your  taxes.' 

"Our  thirteen  men  also  decided  on  this  further  policy,  which  was  car- 
ried out:  To  secure  every  livery  team  and  saddle  horse  or  team  in  town, 
and  start  out  every  man  and  boy  to  rouse  up  the  people  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  county.  This  county  seat  removal  began  its  march  to  Sanborn  about 
half  past  two.  When  T  saw  that  1  could  do  no  more  T  got  a  team  and.  with 
^Ir.  Frank  Tifft.  started  for  Sheldon,  stopping  at  every  farm  house  on  the 
way,  in  turn  starting  them  out  each  way  through  the  county.  We  got  to 
Sheldon  just  at  daylight.  Indeed  the  news  spread  and  roused  up  things  far 
beyond  expectations.  It  raised  much  excitement  in  Sheldon  and  everybody 
got  out  for  business  ready  to  start  for  Sanborn.  Tlie  then  current  story  in 
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all  the  |>apers  that  I  rmlc  u  nuile  horseback  across  the  country  was  not  in 
fact  true,  but  acted  on  the  sentiments  all  the  same. 

"In  the  meantime  I  had  tclci,'raplieil  to  each  di-triii  iudgc.  the  district 
or  >tatc's  attonu'v.  the  Sioux  City  Iminuil.  atul  calUil  '.lie  nu-nihers  of  the 
boarti  ol  supervisors  in  special  ^-C'^-ioii  tit  meet  me  as  c<iuiit\-  aiulitor  al  San- 
born at  ten  o'clock;,  where  we,  in  iacl.  met  and  lield  >cvcral  .sosions  during 
tlie  day,  and  in  negotiations  with  reference  to  the  return  of  the  records.  In 
fact  five  hundred  men  did  meet  us  in  Sanborn  by  ten  o  ckxk  from  all  parts 
of  the  county,  and  in  fact  an  inventory  was  taken  by  «ine  fellow  present  and 
he  ascertained  that  at  least  eii;hty  shot  puns  a!id  revnl\ers  were  on  hanil  in 
the  crowd,  tlioui^li  niv'^eit  and  our  iMianl  rallier  tcarcd  iri>ni  that  that  some 
regretable  thing  might  liappen.  and  proceeded  on  calmer  lines  of  talk  with 
the  Sanborn  citizens,  though  in  fact  this  danger  idea  played  a  part  in  the 
solution.  The  board  advised  all  iMirtics  to  kce|)  calm.  The  Sanlx^rn  people 
were  at  first  disposed  to  'stand  pat.'  But  as  the  day  pro^jressed,  it  dawned 
on  both  sides  thai  it  would  not  he  safe  to  ])erinit  these  ti\e  hnndre<l  e.vciled 
men  to  remain  in  the  ti>wn  througii  tiie  night,  which  would  liave  been  done. 
Besides  it  soon  became  clear  to  both  sides  that,  without  a  vote, of  the  people, 
such  an  attempted  removal  of  the  county  scat  would  soon  get  into  the  courts 
and  before  grand  juries  and  other  jurisdictions  and  get  public  affairs  into 
many  legal  troubles  that  could  not  stand,  it  all  soon  Iwcame  humorous  as 
well  as  serious. 

"About  one  o'dodc  a  committee  of,  I  think,  six  of  Sanborn's  best  citi- 
zens came  forward  in  a  manly  way  and  said  to  the  board  in  substance :  *VVe 
.see  that  we  hav«-  made  a  mistake.  The  only  way  out  is  to  correct  it.  W'c 
will  at  once  hand  over  all  the  recortls  to  J.  1..  R.  Peek,  cotmty  auditor,  and 
will  pay  all  e.\i)cn.ses  on  Iwlh  sides.'  This  proposition  was  accepted  and 
faithfully  carried  out.  This  expense  was  quite  large,  but  was  fully  paid.  I 
procured  gunny  sacks  from  the  grain  elevators  and  sacked  up  all  the  records 
and  papers  and  tied  them  securely.  This  was  twenty-nine  years  ago.  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  fact  that  not  a  record  or  document  was  ever  hist  by  reason 
of  same.  Indeed,  the  Sanborn  jieople  were  well  orjjanized  and  with  particu- 
lar instructions  to  "Licl  every  paper  and  record,'  which  ii  it  was  to  be  done, 
was  fortunate,  as  it  pniserved  them  in  safety.  The  recorder's  safe,  as  re- 
marked, was  the  only  one  that  got  to  Sanborn.  I  hired  teams  to  haul  the 
safe  and  reconls  back.  ' 

"Banker  J.  I..  (Ireene,  of  Sanbom,  had  removed  his  furniture  from  his 
large  residence,  which  became  the  teniiH>rary  court  house  lor  the  tlay.  and 
the  books,  records,  |)apers  and  filings  were  piled  jiromi.scuously  eight  feet 
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high  in  several  rooms.  Even  before  the  Sanlxtrn  committee  had  offered  to 
surrender  the  records  the  crowd  had  asccrtaiiud  tlu-;r  whercalxnits  and  had 
marched  up  in  military  drill  (many  were  ex-soldiers),  to  and  around  this 
new  court  house,  insisting  on  a  surrender  of  the  records. 

"In  the  meantiine  I  had  got  the  gunny  sacks  and  teams  on  the  spot,  to 
get  ready  for  the  return.  The  crowd  all  declared  at  once  that  they  would 
not  handle  a  record,  but  tliat  the  Sanl>i)rn  committee  must  load  them  all  up. 
This,  while  it  was  tedious  and  took  till  dark,  proved  the  safe  thinf^.  as  the 
crowd  would  not  have  done  it  with  the  care  as  did  the  fewer  number.  Es- 
pecially was  tiiis  true  when  we  consider  that  every  paper  or  document  might 
be  a  serious  loss  to  some  one.  The  Sanborn  conunittee  of  about  five  or  six 
worked  in  literal  hard  work,  amid  the  jeers  of  the  crowd,  calling  for  marriage 
licenses,  and  to  jiav  their  taxes,  and  to  ^et  naturalized  and  all  that,  until  we 
all  thought  it  almost  overdone,  and  we  all  felt  relieved  when  we  started  for 
I'rimghar. 

"In  our  absence,  tiie  wcmien  of  Primgfaar  had  chopped  and  sawed  that 
new  wagon  all  to  pieces  and  had  the  tongue  sawed  off  and  erected  on  the 

square  as  a  staff  with  a  Hai;  on  it.  The  ])icces  of  thai  wagon,  even  the  axles 
and  tires  and  small  parts,  were  carried  all  over  the  county  as  relics. 

"At  a  lyceuni  in  I'rimghar,  the  next  year,  the  crowd  pre.sentctl  me  with 
a  cane  made  from  that  wagon  tongue,  with  a  gold  head.  On  receiving  the 
cane  I  expressed  the  sentiment  that  I  woidd  not  receive  it  in  any  sense  of 
keeping  alive  any  ill  feelings  resulting  from  that  affair.  Though  myself 
lame,  and  always  using  a  cane.  T  never  used  it.  not  even  for  an  hour,  as  at 
that  time  1  felt  tliat  it  would  only  suggest  the  feelings  then  prevalent.  Years 
later,  at  an  old  settlers'  reunion  in  Primghar,  someone  conceived  the  idea  of 
a  museum  for  the  day  of  hay  twisters,  grasshopper  catchers,  and  other  old 
settlers'  relics,  and,  without  my  knowledge,  some  one  went  to  my  house  and 
got  it  and  pnl  it  among  the  other  articles  of  noveltv.  W'licn  our  then  invited 
Sanborn  guests  were  there,  they  naturally  were  <jft'ended.  When  I  learned 
of  it  Mr.  Schee  and  1  went  and  removed  il.  That  same  day  some  one  re- 
moved the  cane  part  from  the  head  and  took  the  cane  away.  I  did  not  see  or 
hear  of  it  again  for  twelve  years.  One  day,  in  1905,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Sioux  Gty  which  read : 

"'Mr.  J.  L.  E.  Peck:  The  man  who  stole  your  cane  is  still  abroad  in 
the  land.  I  can  gel  it  delivered  to  you  for  Iwenty-hve  dollars.'  To  which 
letter  I  replied: 

"  'Dear  Sir :  Yotir  letter  received.  The  best  place  for  that  cane  is  in 
(II) 
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the  buttom  of  the  Mi>>ouri  river.  Please  put  it  there.  1  never  wurc  it  or 
used  it.  To  now  pa>  twenty-five  dollars  for  it  would  only  add  a  seeming 
intention  to  keep  up  ill  feelings.  Good  day.' 

"lUit,  rcturtiitig  to  the  main  question.  On  arrival  in  Prinighar  with  the 
n-crnds.  the  ourt  house  was  all  open  and  much  demolished,  The  crowd, 
returniii;;.  mainly  came  hack  this  way,  an<l  many  remained  all  night,  and 
quite  a  nuinl>er  lor  .sc\eral  days.  1  api^uited  twelve  men  to  guard  the 
records,  which  was  kept  up  for  three  days,  until  repairs  were  niade  and  until 
the  crowd  all  scattered  out  to  their  homes.  It  took  myself  and  three  helpers 
three  weeks  to  sort  out  md  t  \  m  ine  each  [laper  and  record  and  return  it  to 
its  place.  The  next  day  the  .^.inimrn  connnittce  came  down  and  appointed 
Mr.  Schee.  George  llakeman  and  myself  as  auditing  commiitce.  to  determine 
what  expenses  should  be  paid  by  them,  which  we  did. 

"Much  feeling  prevailed  over  the  county.  Indeed,  indignation  meetings 
were  held  in  several  townships,  and  much  loud  talk  and  newspaper  headlines 
and  poetry  and  squibs  were  indulged  in.  The  arre^l  '>f  the  main  parties  was 
loudly  demanded.  In  fact,  informations  were  signed.  1  sent  word  to  the 
main  eight  men  of  the  facts  of  the  informations,  and  suggested  that  they 
come  down  and  give  bonds  without  any  arrests,  for,  as  I  su^sted  to  them, 
that  if  it  is  not  done  here  it  will  be  done  in  the  south  i)art  of  the  county,  and 
that  under  present  excitements  it  was  best  that  no  further  puUic  gatherings 
he  had.    It  was  done. 

J,  "But  in  the  meantime,  and  within  a  few  days,  as  part  of  the  almost 
htonorous  features  of  this  humorous,  yet  serious  affair,  in  looking  up  the 
law,  and  consulting  with  the  then  district  or  state's  attorney,  S.  M.  Marsh, 

of  Sioux  City,  while  the  crowd  and  the  public  was  yelling  that  it  was  a 
'steal'  and  'theft.'  and  all  that,  it  was  discovered  by  those  of  us  closest  in  the 
matter  that  in  law  there  was  no  theft  there.  That  theft  in  law  involved  the 
'intention  to  appropriate  the  properly  of  another  to  one's  own  use  individ- 
ually.' That  no  such  intention  existed.  Indeed  that  the  opposite  was  the 
intention.  That  while,  as  a  remedy  for  the  removal  of  a  county  seat,  it  was 
irregular,  that  so  far  as  the  crime  of  theft  was  concerned  it  could  not  be 
sustained,  and  would  not  be  in  the  courts.  The  milder  nii^idenieanor  would 
perhaps  obtain  with  a  light  tine,  but  that  was  swallow'ed  up  in  tlie  excitement 
and  demand  for  that  which  could  not  be  upheld.  The  mass  peofde  at  the 
time  wondered  why  it  was  tiius,  but  as  time  went  on  it  became  more  definite 
that,  notwitiistanding  all  the  then  noise  and  talk  the  .state's  attorney's  ad\  ice 
and  our  own  conclusions  were  right.  Indeed  as  we  now  later  look  back,  it 
was  indeed  a  good  thing  for  the  county  that  the  trials  demanded  by  an  ex- 
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cited  public  (li<l  not  :^cl  locsc  or  ^tartt-tl.  as  it  would  have  Ih-'cii  an  expensive 
deal,  full  of  jxjlitics  and  all  that,  in  local  matters.  unl\  to  be  discovered  later, 
what  we  most  of  us  conrUided  within  a  few  days,  though  some  of  m  were 
censured  much  at  the  time,  that  it  was  not  done. 

'  In  truth  and  in  fact,  no  more  honorable  men  ever  lived  in  the  county 
than  William  ilarker.  j.  L  ( Ircen  and  many  others  whf)  participated  in  the 
affair.  As  Mr.  Harker  once  said  to  me.  that  "it  was  the  foulishcst  act  of  my 
Hfe,  but  enthusiasm  carried  all  of  us  off  our  feet' 

'To  sum  it  up.  it  was  a  frolic.  It  was  serious.  It  was  humorous.  It 
wa%  almost  tragic  in  its  features.  It  is  only  a  pioneer  country  that  can  dupli- 
cate its  conditions. 

"I  have  written  this  mit  as  per  yuiir  rcipicst,  after  thirty  years,  merely 
as  slating  an  early  uicitleni,  whicli.  as  you  have  suggested,  some  nnght  In; 
interested  in,  in  knowing  the  real  facts,  as  they  developed,  from  causes  back 
of  things,  as  I  have  shown,  and  as  they  were  witnessed  by  one  who  partic- 
ipated, and  by  one  who  now  only  recites  same  in  the  Ijelief  that,  now  after 
thirty  years,  it  can  be  read  even  1)y  Ix-Jth  sides  with  calmness  and  only  as 
looking  back  to  it  as  an  early  incident  of  actual  occurrence. 

'*The  tfien  county  officials  were:  T.  J.  Alexander,  county  treasurer; 
J.  L.  E.  Pedc,  county  auditor;  W.  H.  Noyes,  county  recorder;  Frank  A. 
Turner,  clerk  of  the  courts;  Clark  Green,  sheriff,  and  David  Algyer.  super- 
intendent of  sehools. 

"The  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors  were  Thomas  Holmes. 
Ralph  Dodge.  Ezra  M.  Brady,  George  Hakenian  and  J.  L,  Kinney. 

(Signed)  "J.  L.  E.  Peck." 

FOURTH  COUNTY  SEAT  CONTEST.  PRIMGBAR  AND  SHELDON. 

This  contest  took  place  in  1911.  As  we  have  before  remarked,  all  such 
contests  have  tbdr  ground  work  causes.  The  citizens  of  each  town,  by  the 

natural  promptings  of  human  nature,  supjwrt  their  own  town.  An  ambi- 
ti<ius  town  inttiitively  desires  to  secure  all  the  betterments  for  itself  that  it 
can.  The  citizens  of  the  town  in  possession  of  the  county  seat  will  always 
contest  It  becomes  likewise  an  intuitive  self  defense.  The  law  provides 
for  the  raising  of  such  questions.  This  contest  was  strictly  on  the  lines  of 
the  statute.  We  inquire  tor  the  {^^round  work  causes? 

As  wc  have  observed  herein  on  other  subjects,  that,  owinfj  to  its  carlv 
and  very  large  public  debt,  just  lately  paid  olT,  the  j^-ople  of  O'Brien  connty 
have  postponed  the  building  of  its  final  modem  court  house  until  after  this 
was  all  paid  off.  This  has  postponed  this  matter  longer  in  years  than  most 
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Other  Comities  in  the  state.  The  county  was  yet  housing  its  records  in  a 
frame  court  house.  This  said,  in  effect,  that  there  was  soniethintj  incomplete 
about  tlic  county  seat.  It  lacked  its  final  court  house.  riu.s  cuniributed  in 
inviting  the  question.  Again,  Primghar  had  not  secured  its  railroad  until 
fifteen  years  after  Sheldon,  nine  years  after  Sanborn  and  Hartley  and  six 
years  after  Paidlina  and  Sutherland  had  each  become  railroad  towns.  Indeed, 
as  a  wap  i^ot  it  off.  "rrinii;har  was  like  an  old  maid  w.iitini,'  for  a  proposal — 
from  some  one  proposnig  to  build  a  railroad,  to  sa\e  its  hide.  "  A  railroad  is 
needed  in  the  present  day  to  keep  a  town  building.  Following  the  years 
needed  in  the  growth  of  the  modem  ideas  in  hotels  and  brick  sdiool  build- 
ings  and  other  like  structures,  Primghar  was  postponed  a  like  number  of 
years  on  all  these  items,  it  had  cost  I'rimghar.  with  its  few  jK-ople  before 
the  Central  landed,  ten  thousand  dollars  to  secure  the  twenty-two  miles  of 
right  of  way  required  of  ii.  The  town  had  lo  recuinrrate  from  this.  Sheldon 
in  meantime  had  secured  three  roads.  It  had  become  in  reality  a  distributing 
point.  It  was  the  largest  town  in  the  county.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  as 
results  demonstrated,  after  all,  the  one  prominent  fact  could  not  Ik?  departed 
from,  thai  .Sheldon  was  hnated  on  the  county  line  and  Prim!,diar  in  the 
center.  W'e  can  thus  see  the  ground  work  causes  in  tlu-  times  and  condi- 
tions of  growth,  leading  up  to  this  contest,  testing  out  that  question.  It  was 
the  inevitaUe  that  the  question  should  arise. 

On  March  3.  191 1.  the  people  of  Sheldon  commenced  the  circulation  of 
a  petition  for  the  '"relcKation  of  the  county  .seat  at  Sheldon."  It  was  indeed 
a  vigorous  and  genuine  up-to-date  county-seat  contest,  with  the  frills  all  on, 
as  was  facetiously  remarked.  Both  sides  soon  realized  that  they  uere  in  a 
real  fight. 

When  we  realize  that  this  coutcs)  I;i>icd  for  ninety  days,  and  that  for 
llie  lir>t  thirty  days  during  the  permd.  when  Inith  sides  were  in  the  Held, 
each  side  had  from  i\\eiil\  to  thirty  autoniobiles  with  earnest  men  rushing 
over  the  county,  each  making  haste  to  secure  one-half  or  a  majority  of  the 
forty-five  hundred  (one  authority  states  forty-two  hundred  and  seventy-six) 
voters  with  their  signatures;  when  we  realize  that  Sheldon,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, secured  twenty- four  himdnd  and  eighty-five  signatures:  when  we 
realize  that  with  a  subject  so  spirited,  that  every  man.  Wf>man  and  child  in 
the  county  was  discussing  it,  and  that  every  one  of  the  ten  newspapers  in  the 
county  were  devoting  all  avaiUble  space  in  all  manner  of  discussion  and  side 
discussions;  when  we  realize  that  several  dozen  men  on  each  side  put  in  the 
major  part  of  their  lime  from  sixty  to  ninety  days,  and  from  early  morning 
until  late  at  night,  and  that  circulars  and  dodgers  and  liand  bills  and  leading 
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articles  were  piiblislic(l  broadcast  and  mailed  systeniaJically  by  both  sides  to 
every  voter  in  the  coimtv,  and  that  public  meetings  were  held  not  simply 
weekly,  but  ui'ten  fur  several  nights  in  succession,  we  can  sec  that  it  was  a 
tense  fight.  Judge  WiUiain  D.  Boies,  of  Shddon,  issued  the  main  body 
argument  from  Sheldon's  standpoint,  which  was  published  both  by  circulars 
and  in  the  papers  hminlcast.  Others  joined  and  followed  up  his  lines  for 
Sheldon.  Mi-ssrs.  .R.  J.  Locke.  1.  L.  E.  IV-ck  and  O.  11.  Montzheimer  and 
others  did  the  same  thing  from  the  view  point  of  I'rinighar. 

Summed  up  in  brief  sentence  statements,  the  two  sides  made  arguments 
from  the  following  standpoints:  Sheldon  argued,  first,  that  it  had  three 
railroads;  second,  that  it  had  become  a  distributive  point;  third,  that  it  was  . 
the  largest  town  in  the  county  and  always  would  be:  fourth,  that  farmers 
and  others  cniild  get  to  court  better  by  rail  to  Slieldon :  fiftli.  that  it  had  the 
better  and  ampler  hotel  facilities;  sixth,  that  it  would  for  all  time  show  up 
better  as  a  county  capital ;  seventh,  that  from  the  south  part  of  the  county 
via  Alton  they  could  get  up  and  back  the  same  day ;  eighth,  that  Primghar 
had  no  adequate  hotel,  and,  ninth,  that  it  had  better  entertainments  at  court 
time  and  better  stores  for  trading. 

Primghar  argued,  first,  that  it  was  in  the  exact  center ;  second,  that 
trains  were  not  always  on  time ;  third,  that  the  automobile  destroyed  the  rail- 
road ai^^nment;  fourth,  that  farmers  to  use  the  train  would  need  a  team  to 
the  local  town  first;  fifth,  that  Sheldcm  was  on  the  extreme  west  line  of  the 
county;  sixth,  that  a  farmer  from  any  point  in  county  could  drive  in 
and  back  same  day:  seventh,  that  fur  the  long  years  to  come  Primghar 
would  best  serve;  eighth,  that  Primghar  would  build  a  hotel,  and,  ninth,  that 
court  expetues  of  witnesses  and  jurors  and  others  at  ten  cents  per  mite  for 
all  time  to  come  would  be  larger  at  Sheldon  than  at  Primghar. 

As  stated,  there  were  forty-five  hundred  voters,  or,  as  per  one  authority, 
forty-two  hundred  and  seventy-six.  In  the  first  instance.  twent>'-four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  voters  signed  the  jjetition  tor  relocation  at  Sheldon. 
Later  on  about  nine  hundred  petitioners  signed  the  remonstrance,  and  under 
the  law  were  deducted.  A  few  were  struck  off  on  account  of  having  by  some 
mistake  signed  twice,  on  both  petition  and  remonstrance.  From  all  of  which 
one  can  easily  see  the  excitements  that  necessarily  took  place. 

The  following  is  an  exact  co[)y  of  the  record  of  the  hearing  before  the 
bo.'ird  of  supervisors  held  June  8,  191 1. 

"The  board  of  supervisors  finds  that,  after  deducting  from  said  petition 
the  names  of  persons  who  are  not  legal  voters  of  tiiis  county  at  the  time 
they  signed  the  same  and  the  names  appearing  on  the  remonstrance  which 
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also  appear  on  the  [wtition  and  certain  <ltiplicali'  signatures  thereon,  said 
petition  tur  the  relocati'tn  of  the  county  scat  at  Slieldon  has  Ix-cn  signed  by 
fourteen  hundred  and  forty-seven  legal  voters  of  O'Brien  county,  Iowa,  and 
that  said  remonstrance  against  the  relocation  of  the  county  seat  at  Sheldon, 
Iowa,  after  deducting  certain  duplicate  signatures  thereon,  has  been  s^;ned 
by  thirty-one  hundred  and  sixty-three  legal  voters  of  O'Brien  county.  Iowa, 
as  shown  by  the  last  census,  either  state  or  federal:  that  more  legal  voters  in 
said  county  have  signed  said  remonstrance  tlian  have  signed  said  petition 
and  diat  no  vote  on  tiie  proposition  of  die  rdocation  of  the  county  seat  of  die 
county  be  ordered." 

The  following  is  the  tabulated  list  by  towns  and  townships : 

Primghar.  Sheldon. 


  -  3-2 

3 

  107 

49 

  150 

30 

  a3 

2 

  59 

84 

  164 

10 

Dale  

  116 

3 

Floyd  

  6 

118 

Franklin  

   81 

32 

  153 

2 

llartlev  Citv  

  176 

161 

1  lartlev  township  

  97 

38 

  175 

I 

Liberty   

  170 

I 

Lincoln   

  101 

26 

6 

  141 

19 

  191 

45 

  258 

  337 

66 

  116 

6 

10 

716 

  152 

10 

Waterman  

  127 

3 

Totals 


3,161  1,447 
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THE  LBGISLATUKE. 


During  a  part  of  the  time  of  this  canvass  the  Lctjislature  of  the  state  of 
Iowa  was  in  session.  Each  side  maintained  a  lobby  ot  frum  five  to  eight  men 
at  the  state  capital,  each  si>arring  for  a  change  in  the  law  tltat  would  aid  in  in- 
creasing or  decreasing  the  number  on  petition  or  per  cent  of  vote  required. 
Mills  county  had  been  for  sundry  years,  and  in  several  successive  contests,  in 
the  throes  of  like  fights,  only  much  more  tense  than  in  O'Brien  county.  They 
were  on  hand  with  corresponding  delegations  and  lobbies,  and  naturally  i<  lined 
hands  with  the  respective  sides  in  O'Brien  county  as  their  interests  corre»iKjnd- 
ed.  This,  also,  added  much  to  the  county-wide  discussion.'  In  result,  the 
Legislature  passed  an  amendment  to  the  law  requiring  that  thereafter  two- 
thirds  of  the  voters  according  to  the  last  census  should  vote  for  a  removal  be- 
fore a  relocation  can  be  ordered  instead  of  one-half,  as  had  been  the  law  prior 
thereto. 


It  has  been  seen  that  one  main  fight  made  against  Primghar  was  that  tfa^ 
town  did  not  have  a<ief|iiate  hotel  facilities  for  court  occasions.  It  was  true 
that  it  did  not.  Tlie  owner  of  the  then  main  hotel,  Peter  Manderville.  while 
he  had  invested  about  eleven  thousand  dollars  in  his  hotel,  and  had  built  it  of 
brick  and  of  quite  adequate  size,  had  unfortunately  built  it  between  two  other 
brick  store  buildings,  which  cut  off  the  light  and  air,  and  had  also  failed  to 
put  in  a  heating  plant,  contenting  himself  with  stove  heat. 

Thi^  sicrii  reality  brought  Primghar  straight  up  on  her  feel,  or  down 
on  her  knees,  as  it  may  be  argued.  Forthwith,  innuediately,  and  the  same 
day,  subscriptions  for  stock  for  a  new  hotel  were  circulated.  In  a  sense  it 
was  grimly  humorous.  Primghar  saw  that  she  had  to  convince  the  public, 
and  that  t|uickly,  that  this  hotel  promised  was  a  reality.  A  stock  company 
wa<  formed,  and  some  one  hunilre<l  and  ninety-one  separate  stocklioUIcrs 
sui»scril>ed.  Tinic  was  the  essence  of  the  contract  in  real  earnest.  .\n  archi- 
tect was  immediately  on  the  ground.  A  contract  was  at  once  let  to  Hanson 
&  Meyer,  of  Fort  Dodge,  for  the  building  and  to  the  Fort  Dodge  Plumbing 
Company  for  a  heating  plant,  the  total  costing  about  a  dozen  dollars  less  than 
twenty-five  thousand. 

While  Primghar  was  in  tact  (lclini|iu-nt  in  tiii^  liotcl  matter,  and  while 
Sheldon  compelled  its  building  by  her  county  .seat  persuader,  yet  when 
Primghar  did  act  her  citizens  did  themselves  proud  and  built  a  hotel  that  was 
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not  only  adequate,  but  a  credit  to  tlie  town  ami  iJcople  county  wide,  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  built.  We  make  the  erection  of  this  hotel  an  historic 
county  item,  for  this  very  reason  that  it  was  built  directly  as  a  result  of  a 

twenty- four-mile-wide  agitation,  in  this  |)rr>hleni  of  a  county-seaf  contest. 

The  iiuildiui,'  is  of  ml  pressed  l)rick,  in  size  forty  by  niu-  huiulred  and 
ten  feet,  with  twcnty-iliree  sleeping  rooms,  practically  three  stories  high,  in- 
dtiding  a  fine  basement,  with  steam  heat,  ample  baths,  barber  shop,  hot  and 
cold  water  all  omipletely  finished  in  all  modem  appointments,  dining  room 
beautifully  decorated,  as  are  all  other  rooms,  dining  room  acconnnodating  as 
bii.ili  as  ninety  guests  at  one  sitting,  with  a  complete  e(|uipinent  f)f  furniture 
and  kitchen  utensils  hotel  size — in  brief,  in  every  way  an  up-to-date  hotel. 

A  prize  was  oflFered  for  the  name  selected  from  names  contributed. 
The  prize  was  awarded  to  Miss  Demia  Peck,  she  dubbing  it  "The  Hub." 


A  grand  opening  was  held  in  the  dining  room  of  the  Hub  hotel,  on  the 
evening  of  December  8,  1911.  Guests  from  all  over  the  coaaty  numberii^ 

one  hundred  and  fifty  attended,  forty  guests  alone  coming  from  Sheldon. 
After  the  bountiful  repast  a  program  of  speeches  and  toasts  was  indulged  in. 
J.  L.  E.  Peck  acted  as  toastmaster.  Speeches  were  made  by  Judge  William 
D.  Boies,  of  Shddon,  by  Judge  William  Htitchinsoa,  of  Alton,  who  were  fol- 
lowed by  further  speeches  by  Davk)  Algyer,  Jacob  H.  Wolf,  T.  E.  Diamond'. 
C.  P.  Jorrlan.  Sidney  Kerberg.  Fred  Vetsch  and  Mr.  Lindsay. 

The  sentiment  of  loyalty  to  one's  town  and  surroundings  and  the  up- 
Intilding  of  the  county  was  the  prevailing  theme.  It  was  a  curious  and  notable 
incident  that  the  blue  and  the  gray  in  the  late  fiery  county-seat  contest  so 
soon  met  at  the  festal  board  at  its  new  hotel  and  enjoyed  an  excellent  pro- 
gram and  menu  so  superb. 

To  sum  it  all  up,  these  four  coimty-seat  contests  were  in  reality  the 
people  of  the  whole  cotuity  solving  out  its  destiny  in  its  growth  and  develop- 
ments. 


GRAND  OPENING. 


CHAPTER  X. 


OU>  SETTLEKS'  REUNION. 

Alaiiy  gatherings  ot  old  settlers,  in  small  f^ruiips  and  neighborhoods  and 
townships,"  took  place  along  through  the  early  years. 

But  probably  the  first  full-grown,  county-wide  reunion  on  a  large  scale 
of  old  settlers  took  place  at  Primghar  on  August  31.  1889.  The  old  home- 
steaders were  ])ractically  all  yet  alive,  and  actually  there.  Hannibal  House 
Watemian  and  Hannah  H.  Waterman,  his  wife,  were  the  honored  f^iiests. 
The  w  l  iter  was  present.  He  iiui.st  pronounce  it  hc-yond  question  the  grand- 
est puljlic  function  ever  held  in  the  county,  even  up  to  this  1914.  It  was 
rq>resentative  of  the  idea  that  brought  the  great  crowd  of  eight  to  ten  thou- 
sand people  together.  It  was  not  simply  from  one  section  of  the  county. 
Every  township  antl  town  was  lari^vly  there.  It  occurred  only  eie^hteen 
years  distant  tium  the  first  larjje  imominjj  of  the  real  citizen  homesteader  in 
1871.  While  tliis  same  class  of  a  reunion  was  repeated  in  1894,  1899.  "904 
and  1909,  none  of  the  later  reunions  reached  in  size  or  detail  its  equal.  It 
was  democratic.  It  was  pioneer.  The  people  were  in  fact  there.  The  real 
homesteader  was  there;  they  were  all  there  with  their  children.  They  were 
close  enough  in  time  to  reach  hack  to  the  real  grasshopper  and  hay  twister, 
to  undurstrmd  its  true  meaning,  and  yet  it  had  struck  into  the  high  tide  of  the 
better  pt  o>i)erities.  The  trees  in  the  court  house  park  had  reached  a  sufficient 
size  to  really  make  a  shade.  It  was  (me  of  the  greatest,  as  it  was  probably 
the  last  occasion  when  the  real  old  settler  and  all  of  them  were  so  univer- 
sally present.  At  the  succeeding  rennif>ns,  many  were  dead.  The  later  and 
lesser  in  nunihers  compared  with  the  increasing  numlicrs  of  new  settlers 
began  in  the  later  reunions  at  intervals  of  five  years  to  swallow  the  old  home- 
steader up  in  the  swim,  as  it  were.  On  this  occasion,  August  31,  1889,  the 
old  homesteader  had  reached  his  climax.  The  bri^t  day  had  dawned.  The 
railroad  at  Primghar  had  been  built  but  two  years,  the  new  buildings  had 
been  completed,  and  its  new  people  were  on  hand  in  dress  parade  to  hid 
Welcome.  As  this  was  one  of  the  great  occasions  in  the  covmty  that  rises  to 
the  dignity  of  a  county-wide  historic  occasion,  and  inasmudi  as  its  details  will 
indtide  a  weaving  among  those  details  much  of  the  early  situations,  customs 
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anri  pen])1e  \\  e  will  give  the  full  accottiit  o£  same  OS  published  in  the  O'Brien 
County  licU  the  following  week. 

NEWSPAPER  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  KEUNION. 

The  O'Brien  County  Bell.  SepteinhcT  5.  1889:  "I-"roiu  the  ahundanct-  of 
the  heart  the  inuuth  spcaketh,"  hut  there  is  just  no  use  in  attempting  to  tell 
the  story  complete  of  die  old  settlers'  reunioa  and  harvest  festival,  held  at 
Primghar  last  Saturday,  for  two  reasons,  first,  the  heart  is  too  full,  and  the 
mouth  is  too  small. 

The  morning  came  in  bcantiful,  the  sun  appeared  in  its  glory,  the  atmos- 
phere was  pure.  By  daylight  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  I'rimghar  was 
Up  and  dressed  for  the  occasion,  ready  to  assist  in  tnakiug  the  day,  as  it  was, 
one  never  to  be  forgotten  by  the  thousands  who  were,  present  It  goes  with- 
out contradiction,  that  the  a.s.semt>Iage  of  people  was  the  largest  and  grandest 
that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  entire  Northwest,  outside  o£  the  thronged  days 
at  the  Sioux  City  Corn  Palace  exhibition. 

At  suni^ise  occurred  the  national  s.-dutc  of  forty-two  guns,  during  which 
time  those  of  our  citizens  who  had  not  completed  (the  night  before)  their 
decorations,  oould  be  seen,  some  on  roofs,  others  on  boxes  and  barrels,  tack- 
ing up  bunting,  stars  and  stripes,  mottoes  and  pictures. 

DBCORATK)NS. 

First  the  reader  will  l^ie,  as  was  the  visitor,  introduced  to  the  decorations 
as  prepared  by  the  Primghar  jK-ople.  from  thence  invited  to  follow  these 
lines  on  through  in  regular  order  as  the  exercises  of  the  day  w  ere  carried  uut. 

One-half  mile  from  the  court  house,  on  all  roads  leading  into  the  town, 
and  at  the  depot,  were  suspended,  eighteen  feet  high,  large  banners,  "Wel- 
come," each  of  w  hich  w  as  decorated  with  either  corn.  Hax,  wheat,  oats,  hay- 
Iwists  M'-  \eijetables  of  Mime  de--cri|)tinn.  Pv  this  it  was  made  manifest  to  all 
\  i>itors  lliat  they  were  exiu-cted.  and  further,  that  llie  tnu  n  and  inside  >>{  it 
belonged  to  them.  Every  house,  public  building,  as  well  as  numerous  stables, 
sheds  and  fences  were  found  ornamented  with  decorations  of  some  sent. 
Front  gates  and  sidewalks  were  arched  over  with  beautiful  designs,  made  of 
grain  of  all  kinds,  grasses,  wild  flowers,  house  plants  and  vegetables.  Many 
of  the  arches  bore  appropriate  mottoes.  In  the  l)usiness  |)art  of  the  town, 
there  seejued  no  way  to  enter  except  under  mammoth  arches  at  each  of  the 
four  corners  of  the  public  square.  At  the  northwest  comer  was  an  arch,  or 
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ratluT  nrches,  or  cross  arch  from  airner  to  corner,  re.'illy  a  doulile  arch, 
seventy  feet  square  at  the  hase  and  forty  feet  higli.  which  was  decorated  with 
prairie  llowers,  wild  thistles,  corn  and  small  grain,  together  with  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  bunting.  At  the  foot  of  each  arch  was  a  shodc  of  either  com 
or  grain  of  some  kind.  An  arch  at  the  southwest  comer  was  a  duplicate  of 
above.  At  the  southeast  comer  of  the  square  was  an  arch  crossing  the  entire 
square  <e\enty  feet  from  corner  to  opposite  corner,  timbers  from  each  corner 
rising  to  the  center,  pyramid  shape,  forty  feet.  The  frame  work  was  so  con- 
structed as  to  leave  a  large  .scjuare.  twenty  feet  high,  in  which  were  placed 
humorous  paintings  by  Frimghar's  very  clever  artist,  M.  P.  Messenger.  One 
was  represented  as  follows:  Numerous  grasshoppers  wore  stripping  stalks 
of  green  corn  same  as  supar  cane  stalks  are  stripped,  witli  aimtlier  large 
hopper  s1arliii.<(  out  on  a  j(  iirney,  ai)parently  captain  of  this  band  of  hoppers, 
bearing  m  his  mouth  a  banner,  "More  to  conipicr."  -\t  the  lower  right  hand 
comer  of  the  picture  was  a  long,  lean,  lank  hog,  poorer  than  Job's  turkey. 
On  his  back  was  perdied  a  large  hopper,  and  on  the  ribs  of  the  hog  painted 
the  words,  "Sfare  rili."  "(^irn  all  <^onc.''  Another  of  Mr,  Messenger's 
paintings  represented  tlie  "Old  L<jg  Court  House."  with  six  county  officers 
in  view,  with  "Old  Dutch  Fred"  standing  at  a  distance,  smoking  his  long 
pipe,  as  he  was  makit^  that  well-known  remark,  "I  am  de  beeples,  you  fellows 
am  de  oflkers."  As  everybody  knew,  Dutch  Fred  was  the  only  man  in  the 
county  who  was  not  an  officer,  there  being  only  seven  residents  at  that  time. 
Still  another  painting  represented  a  large  grasshopper  jjainted  in  colors  bear- 
ing a  mower  sickle  and  reaper  reel  in  his  mouth,  "O'Brien  County  Combined 
Reaper  and  Mower,  1876." 

We  next  come  to  the  imposing  arch  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the 
square.  It  was  indeed  a  surprise.  George  R.  SkKum  and  George  W.  Schee 
each  had  a  bank  across  from  each  other  at  this  time  at  this  northeast  corner 
of  the  square.  an<l  they  had  challenged  each  other  for  the  best  donati<ins  and 
decorations.  It  was  asserted  at  the  time  that  this  arch  as  a  whole  actually 
cost  over  three  hundred  dollars.  This  arch  was  forty  feet  square  at  the  base 
and  seventy  feet  high,  two  stories,  with  full  stairway  to  ascend,  and  held' 
Sev  eral  hundred  people.  The  long  procession  passed  under  each  of  the  four 
arches,  but  here  the  officers  and  committees  reviewed  tlie  jirocession.  This 
arch  was  pyramid  in  shape,  Imilt  <j1  heavy  timbers.  lK>ltcd  together  and  self- 
.supporting  in  the  center  to  hold  up  the  audience  exjjected,  the  other  arches 
being  supported  only  at  the  comers.  During  the  day  the  bands  dispensed 
music  from  the  top  of  this  ardi,  and  hundreds  of  people  ascended  the  stairs 
to  take  a  view  of  the  crowds  and  country.  High  in  the  air,  at  this  arch,  was 
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.siispeiuled  "\\  clcniiH-^.  '  made  of  kernels  of  corn.  I  lie  (.ntiu-  stnulurt-  was 
completely  covered  with  grain  of  every  description  and  de>ign,  mixed  in  with 
hundreds  of  yards  of  bunting.  George  R.  Slocum  had  constructed  a  map  ot 
O'Brien  county  about  six  feet  square,  made  up  of  every  possible  combination 
of  ears  of  com  and  the  grains  of  all  kinds  of  com  imaginable.  It  was 
claimed  that  liad  value  of  time  Ijeen  considered,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
would  not  have  done  the  work.  It  was  taken  tn  Sioux  l  ity  to  the  Corn 
Palace  for  exhibition  and  biter  to  the  state  cap  ;  i.  o  many  wanting  to  see 
it.  The  four  arches  cost  about  five  hundred  dollars.  \Mien  we  state  that  the 
town  raised  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  individual  expense 
for  the  day.  we  can  see  the  •-cale  on  which  it  was  carried  out. 

The  >idewalk  from  the  front  entrance  to  the  court  house  ua>  decoralid 
in  like  elal>i>rate  style,  i-iank  X.  Derby  was  then  county  treasurer  and 
Charles  H.  Winterble  county  auditor,  and  they  vied  with  each  other  as  to 
which  could  suggest  the  most  original  idea.  This  sidewalk  of  about  eighty 
feet  was  one  long,  high  arch,  covered  roof  like;  Japanese  style.  In  size  it 
was  eicht  i)y  twelve,  ami  tiiirteen  feet  hiijli.  The  nwjf  was  thatched  with 
oats  and  grains,  Japanese  shape,  all  decorated  very  elaborately  with  the  grains, 
cars  of  com  and  its  grains  as  appearance  demanded.  The  north  side,  near 
the  entrance,  was  finished  with  grain  and  com  stalks  trimmed,  being  placed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  a  large  diamond,  three  feet  square,  in  the  center, 
and  in  which  a])peared  steel  ens^'ravintjs  of  all  the  Presidents  of  the  I'nited 
States  to  ( ;ro\er  rU\e]an(l.  inclusive.  This  diamond  wa-  iH-autifuIlv  draped 
with  the  Stars  ami  Stripe?..  Fhe  south  side  was  tlressed  with  gram.-?  of  all 
kinds,  together  with  grasses  in  the  center,  to  correspond  with  the  diamond 
on  the  north  ude,  its  three-foot  diamond  being  woiked  in  kernels  of  com. 
The  interior  of  the  whole  long  archway  was  finished  with  all  kinds  of  grasses 
interwoven  in  a  nuiltitudc  of  forms. 

The  inside  of  the  court  house  was  similarly  decorated,  as  likewise  the 
entrances  to  and  the  inside  of  the  offices  themsdves.  Near  to  the  stairway 
leading  to  the  court  room  was  a  beautiful  arch  constructed  with  flags.  Isaac 
Qements,'  w  ho  was  then  county  recorder,  and  Ji  hn  W.  Walters,  clerk  of  the 
courts  and  whose  ofhces  were  on  the  west  side,  made  archway  decorations 
on  an  equal  scale. 


The  trees  in  the  park  were  then  ele\  en  years  old,  planted  in  1878.  There 

were  then  probably  ten  times  the  number  of  trees  as  now.  many  l>cing  thinned 
out  as  they  grew.  These  trees  were  all  decorated  in  all  manner  of  forms  and 
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shapes.  Thev  wore  smaller  tlicii.  the  rtr>t  liiiilis  being  then  iu>t  about  as  hiyh 
as  one's  shoulders,  the  right  height  tor  decoration.  The  nuuitible  F.  M. 
(Pomp)  McCormaick.  of  the  Bell,  made  this  work  his  special  feature.  He 
had  enthusiastically  gotten  every  merchant  and  business  man  in  town  to  take 
it  upon  himself  to  decorate  one  tree.  For  instance,  one  tree  for  the  *'Press" 
was  decorated  liy  all  sorts  of  hangings  relating  to  the  newspapers  of  the 
county  and  their  etHtors. 

The  speaker's  stand,  twetny  feet  by  si-xty,  four  feet  above  ground,  with  a 
back  wall  eighteen  feet  high,  was  literally  covered  with  flags  and  bunting. 
In  front  of  the  stand,  nicely  arrant^ed,  was  a  rope  of  flowers  twenty  feet 
lonfj.  and  very  beautiful,  the  work  of  Mrs.  L.  1).  W'onster.  Directly  in  front 
of  the  s])iakcr's  stand  was  a  niainniotli  t1r>ral  anchor,  the  \\<irk  of  Mrs.  I"rank 
N.  Derby.  At  the  noon  hour  sixteen  loufj  tables  were  constructed,  one  for 
each  township  and  each  eighty  feet  long,  or  a  total  of  twelve  hundred  and 
eighty  feet,  the  whole  loaded,  as  was  humorously  remarked  that  day.  con- 
taining enough  provisions  to  have  lasted  the  entire  population  of  tlu  (  mty 
in  iSfKi  fsevcn  voters)  from  that  time  until  the  tjrasshoppers  came.  1  hi-  old 
homesteader  up  to  that  date  nuidc  all  his  hi)\\s  and  comparisons  to  the  grass- 
hopper. 

At  the  n<Mthwest  comer  of  the  park,  and  clear  across  the  comer,  u-as 

erected  a  soldiers'  monument,  fourteen  by  fourteen  feet  at  base  and  seventy 
feet  hiph.  which  was  headipiarters  all  day  f<ir  the  old  soldii-r  homesteaders, 
and  OIK'  hundred  and  forty  old  soldiers  re;,'i>tered.  thou<,di  all  did  not  get 
iheir  nanus  recorded.  This  monument  was  nicely  and  appropriately  decor- 
ated in  keeping  with  the  other  decorations  of  the  day.  Many  of  the  business 
buildings  were  likewise  elaboratdy  decorated  in  various  designs  in  com  and 
the  grains.  This  subject  can  best  1*  smnmed  up  by  saying  that  e\'erything 
and  everybody  in  Prinighar  was  decorated,  and  the  streets  were  a  sea  of  flags. 


Many  arrived  as  earlv  as  l-riday.  among  them  being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Han- 
nibal Waterman,  the  lirst  citizens.  .Mr.  John  McCormack.  the  .early-day 
hunter,  and  Uncle  Dcm  C  Bern>%  a  very  unique  and  early-day  character. 

Even  as  early  as  eight  o'clock  in  the  morait^  the  people  b^an  to  pour 

in;  at  eight-thirty  it  was  estimated  there  were  two  thousand.   The  excursion 

train  frr>ni  Cherokee  at  eight-forty  brought  in  se\eral  huiitlred.  who  were  met 
at  the  ih\>i>i  by  .Xssistanl  .Marshal  Charles  \  '.  .M'hright.  the  Hub  Citrnef  Hand 
and  reception  committee.    Hy  this  time  every  highway  leading  to  I'rimghar 
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was  lined  with  teams  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  some  processions  actually 
being  two  and  three  miles  in  length.  At  ten  the  excursion  train  from  Sheldon 

arrived,  every  car  packed  with  peoiilc.  hrinifing  their  fine  Sheldon  Band. 
Thi^  (l<  If<,'ati(ni  was  likewise  im-t  \\  illi  I'rim^har  conimittecs.  .\\'\t  came  the 
Saii'.'Mrn  and  I'ranklin  town^liii)  ilclej^alioti,  lieaded  by  the  Saiiburn  band. 
With  the  i'aullina  and  Uniun  and  Calcduntu  township  delegations  came  the 
Caledonia  Brass  Band,  making  in  all  six  bands,  including  the  Sheldon  Drum 
Corps  and  Charley  West's  unique  drum  corps,  composed  entirely  of  members 
of  his  family.  It  seemed  that  every  citizen  of  the  connty  was  there,  .\ssist- 
aiu  niarslials  went  out  to  meet  the  delegations  from  each  township  as  they 
arrived. 


"Fall  in"'  was  the  order  yiven  by  the  marshals  and  oM  soldiers.  The 
Sanliorn  l)and  headed  the  ]»roci'ssioii.  Xext  l  aim-  I  lamiibal  Wali'i  inan  and 
wile,  the  lirst  settlers,  seated  in  the  rear  of  a  beauiil Lilly  decorated  carnage. 
The  front  seat  was  occupied  by  John  McC(Minack,  the  deer  slayer,  Mr.  Wat- 
erman's neighbor  and  noted  hunter  of  the  early  days.  At  lus  left  sat  Miss 
Jennie  Scott,  holding  the  banner:  "First  Settlers  of  O'Brien  county,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Waterman."' 

Tins  carriage  was  surrounded  by  a  band  of  Indians  in  war  paint,  ap- 
parently intent  on  capturing  Mir.  and  Mrs.  Waterman,  picturing  out  the 
scenes  and  frights  they  had  contended  with.  All  this  can  only  be  described 
in  i>art.  1'he  processifxi  was  lined  with  all  kinds  of  banners  and  mottoes,  and 
included  all  manner  of  old  relics,  horses  over  twenty  years  in  the  connty. 
harness  made  of  rope  and  hay  twists,  haytwisters  twisting  hay,  as  was  act- 
ually dwne  during  the  years  and  throwing  them  out  to  the  crowd,  with  e\en 
sod  shanties  built  on  wagon  floats.  One  banner  read,  "Dod  blame  it,  boys, 
come  on,"  being  a  very  familiar  expression  of  Capt  Andrew  J.  Edwards,  an 
old  homesteader,  an  old  soldier  and  captain  in  the  Civil  War  and  ex-county 
auditor,  1872- 1876.  Another  read,  "How  far  is  it  to  Paine's  store,"  so  many 
years  standing  on  the  treeless  prairie  in  Highland.  One  large  banner  read. 
''In  this  (s)  Wheat  Bye  and  Bye,"  and  was  represented  by  two  grasshoppers 
sitting  on  the  fence  looking  over  into  a  wheat  field,  one  playing  a  musical 
instrument,  while  the  other  was  doing  the  singing.  A  banner  from  Carroll 
n-ad  "1SS9  Trosi)erity  anfl  l-"riendshii)."  .\no(lier  read.  "18S0  Turn  of  the 
Tide."  Another,  "Common  .Schools  the  Hope  of  Our  C.  mntrv."  Another. 
"1876,  They  Took  It  All,  Still  We  Stay."  As  this  last  banner  moved  along, 
scores  of  spectators  who  lived  here  in  1876  could  be  seen  wiping  away  the 
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tears,  for  they  knew  too  well  what  it  meant;  the  days  when  prayers  were 
offered  to  take  from  them  the  grasshopper  plague  came  fresh  to  their  mem- 
ories. The  mother  rei ailed  to  her  mind  those  days  of  distress;  that  little  hoy 
or  girl  she  could  see  aj(ain.  witli  tiothinji;  scarcely  to  cat  and  Ie>s  to  wear;  she 
hehcid  ilu-m  rhistcriiij;  arr>iiiid  on  the  Ixixes  used  tor  chairs  endeavoring  tn 
keep  warm  b)  the  uld  hay  stove;  she  siiw  the  lal)or  uf  herself  and  husband 
vanish  in  a  day  before  this  tmconquerable  foe.  the  hopper,  and  in  this  affliction 
the  parents'  affection  for  their  little  ones  became  stronger  and  the  child's  for 
the  parent,  as  they  entwined  thcriiselves  in  actual  embrace  around  papa  or 
UKuna.  cM-n  as  the  delicate  tendrils  of  the  ivy  wound  around  the  proiectinj; 
anr]  >heiuriiig  limbs  of  the  sturdy  ()ak.  I'ho^e  were  indeed  days  of  trial 
and  desolation,  and  now,  this  August  31,  iHHy,  the  panorama  was  passing  by 
— ^yes,  mother  and  father  beheld  it  in  all  its  meaning.  The  (dague  was  here, 
the  earth  was  parched,  distress  was  ine\'itable,  the  clouds  of  misery  were 
envflopini;  them  with  its  wrapper  in  stern  reality;  courage  must  hold  out.  and 
to  withstand  the  <torm  was  tlie  oidy  h(>i>e.  What  gave  them  hope?  W'e  will 
tell  you.  .\s  the  dew  of  early  morning  nuj.si  refreshes  and  Ix-nelits  the  suni- 
mer  blossoms,  so  the  sweet,  trusting  confidence  and  sublime  simplicity  of 
these  children  keep  fresh  the  flowers  of  affection,  and  prevent  the  father's 
heart  from  becoming  like  a  parched  and  sandy  desert.  But  victory  came  at 
last. 

t"harles  Slack,  <>ne  of  the  olik>i  scttler>  from  '"irant.  rarruil  m  the  pro- 
Cession  a  Ix-autiful  fruit  banner,  upon  which  were  many  dilferent  kinds  of 
fruit,  alt  from  his  farm.  Nothing  "sladc"  about  that  The 'Omega  town- 
ship delegation  had  a  beautiful  baunner  made  entirely  from  the  grasses  and 
wild  prairie  flowers.  .\s  the  procession  passed  sixteen  guns  w  ere  fired,  one 
for  each  township,  fiust  Rirchner,  the  first  settler  in  Clay  coimty.  was  in 
the  procession,  and  also  Mr.  Phipps,  though  not  the  first,  one  of  the  lirst  from 
Gterokee  coimty.  The  processicm  was  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes  passing 
a  given  point.  It  was  claimed  that  the  procession  was  between  live  and  six 
jniles  long,  besides  which  hundreds  of  teams  did  not  get  into  it  at  all.  It  was 
said  by  many  here  from  the  other  counties  that  no  ])ara<le  ever  held  in  north- 
western ]owa  cfjiiaUd  it  At  the  stand  two  other  banners  found  a  place. 
"We  canie  to  see  the  father  and  mother  of  the  county,"  and  "We  want  to  see 
the  Old  Folks,  Pap  and  Mam.'*  Prof.  W.  S.  Wilson,  for  so  many  years  head 
of  the  public  schoob  at  Sheldon,  w  as  chairman  of  the  day.  The  address  of 
welcome  was  deliverey  by  J.  L.  E.  Peck.  D.  A.  W.  Perkins  was  scheduled 
to  deliver  the  main  address,  but  failed  to  arrive,  sending  a  letter  instead 
which  was  read. 


176  O'BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 

* 

o'bRIEN  COUNTY  REUCS. 

During  the  old  settlers'  reunion  held  August  31,  i889»  the  following 
relics  were  exhibited  that  related  to  O'Brien  county  people : 

Canes  secured  by  Capt.  Robert  C.  Tifft  (Primghar)  during  his  sea 

voyages. 

Mariner  s  compass,  by  Capt.  Robert  C.  Tifft. 
War  relics,  by  William  Church. 

Cedar  knot  from  cedar  tree  on  Waterman,  by  Mrs.  Roma  W.  Woods. 
Chair  fifty-live  years  old,  by  Mrs.  Hannah  Waterman,  used  in  their 

family. 

ricce  ui  first  house  Iniill  in  cminty  l)y  Jlanniljal  H.  Watt-rinan. 
Imliati  inaiil.s  or  war  a.\cs,  by  A.  W.  il.  Stone  and  C.  West. 
Cluster  of  buifab,  antelope  and  deer  horns,  by  Mr.  Wells,  of  Highland. 
Hog  trough  thirty-two  years  dd,  by  H.  H.  Waterman. 
I^ccr  horns,  by  William  Kiny,  of  Highland. 
]^al»y  carriajEje  used  for  I'rauk  Tiffl.  of  I'rimyliar,  w  lieu  a  l)aby. 
Pocket  book  made  in  i<>6o,  used  in  family  of  Capt.  Rul)crt  C.  Tifl't. 
Captain  Kane's  ]}anuramic  views  in  the  Arctic,  by  Captain  Tiflt. 
Picture  frame  and  spoon  carved  by  N.  Remington  in  grasshopper  times. 
Spinning  wheel  used  in  family  of  Henry  Ruse  seventy-live  years. 
Spike  and  brick  taken  from  old  school  house  in  Grant.   A  brick  made 
for  same. 

Sample  of  oak,  walnut  and  coltonwoud  cut  on  Waterman  creek  and 
sawed  at  Peterson  in  187a 

Silk  dress,  one  hundred  years  old  handed  down  in  family  to  Mrs.  C.  F. 

Albright. 

Pli(>t<>ijrai)Iis  of  earls  -ettlers.  contributed  by  John  Walters. 
Photograph  of  first  court  house  (log),  contributed  by  Clark  Green. 
Letter  head  used  by  Arichbald  Murray. 

Knife  used  by  John  McComtack  in  killing  and  dressing  over  two  hun- 
dred deer  in  O'Brien  county. 

Early  maps  of  O'Brien  county,  by  W.  H.  Gunsul. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


AGRICULTURE. 


A  PSAIRIB  COUNTY. 


luwii  is  a  praine  slale.  O  liricn  county  wab  distinctly  prairie.  The 
grand  sigitt  of  a  broad  prairie  expanse  is  never  to  be  witnessed  again  by 
O'Brien  county  people.   The  now  large  groves,  the  fences,  the  long  lines  of 

trees  along  the  road  sides,  the  tilled  lands,  the  buildings  and  farm  van!?,  the 

straight  and  stiuared  np  roads,  the  hiiilded  towns,  the  lines  of  railroads  and 
tclejjraph  lines  and  poles,  the  rural  telephone  lines,  and  many  other  items  have 
each  contiibuted  to  eliminate  much  of  the  idea  and  appearance  of  the  original 


Twenty-five  miles  of  continuous  waving  prairie  grass,  from  eight  inches 

to  four  feet,  and  even  five  feet  in  !uii,'ht,  solid  hay  so  lo  spcik.  was  in  fact 
the  ^rand  sifjht  as  the  orif^inal  old  settler  saw  it.  In  various  places  on  this 
broad  expanse  of  prairie  was  then  often  seen,  with  the  sweep  of  the  eye, 
live  hundred  to  fifteen  hundrd  head  of  cattle  grazing  on  nature's  wild  pasture- 
age,  under  one  management  of  herdsmen.  Millions  of  sweet  williams,  tiger 
lilies  and  other  prairie  flowers  were  like  diamonds  in  the  gr.is>.  Xo  sweeter 
tame  strawlK-rries  ever  urew  than  the  wi]<l  prairie  variety.  No  Imy  or  ie;irl 
ever  paid  ur  dropped  a  cent  into  a  slot  machine  for  purer,  healthier  or  better 
tasting  gum  than  that  Iwjy  gathered  on  the  big  rozin  weed  stalks,  two  varieties, 
high  and  low  in  height,  growing  in  every  slough.  This  grass  formed  and 
furnished  not  only  free  hay  to  the  settlers,  but  was  made  into  hay  twists  and 
served  as  fuel,  which  the  poverty  of  the  settlers  could  not  have  supplied  with 
coal.  For  sundry  years  also  Iart;e  haying  companies  camped  out  in  tents, 
and  cut  hundreds  of  acres,  yea.  thousands  of  acres,  and  baled  and  siiipped  it 
to  Chicago  and  the  East  Angling  roads,  proving  that  a  strai§^t  line  was  the 
shortest  distance  between  two  points,  ran  everywhere.  The  long  slough 
grass  was  used  to  stuff  in  between  two  rows  of  posts,  with  willow  strips 
nailed  thereon,  and  made  into  warm  hay  hams  and  sheds.  Even  roofs  were 
thatched  with  it.    The  prairie  grass  seemed  to  make  a  tough,  hardy  sod,  hard 
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to  subdue  in  the  first  crop,  or  even  for  several  crops,  hut  was  an  utter  -failure 
to  propairate  itself.  It  had  no  seed.  It  moved  out  and  ^j^rew  from  the  roots. 
Wlien  once  a  plat  of  prairie  sotl,  whether  a  rod  square  or  five  hundred  acres, 
was  broken  or  plowed  up  it  never  reestablished  itself.  It  was  forever  done. 
Like  Lo,  the  poor  Indian,  it  could  not  stand  civilization. 

While  mirages  are  stilt  seen  in  the  louniy,  yet  not  so  prominent  as  wlicn 
the  sun  shone  on  a  ]nr<^v  CNpansc  of  tlie  di-ail  Itrown  prairie  f^ras^^  in  the  tall 
of  the  year,  pnulucini;'  tho-o  faNf  rays  itr  linc<  ot  lii^lit,  ])rodnrinL;  an  ohjcct 
in  the  distance  at  a  higher  elevation,  sort  ut  lilted  up,  in  a  ha^y  light  cloud, 
as  it  were.'  For  instance,  in  the  early  days  Sheldon  and  Alton  have  been 
distinctly  seen  at  Primghar,  and  vice  versa,  elevated  in  appearance  in  this  way. 

Another  singular  false  appearance  was  often  commented  on  when  one 
viewed  a  whole  townshij)  of  wild,  rollint,'.  waving  prairie  grass,  namely,  that 
cadi  way  the  eye  gazed,  it  lottked  up  hill.  The  rolling  grass,  with  the  sun 
shining  and  wind  blowing,  gave  it  all  the  appearance  of  a  billowy,  rolling  sea 
of  waves.  Before  Omega  and  Hartley  townships  were  settled,  those  broad 
expanses  of  rolling  prairie  grass  were  often  referred  to  as  "Over  in  the  Great 
Beyond  " 

Another  irrufM'Hic  aixi  awful  ^-i^lu.  never  .again  to  be  seen  in  the  county, 
was  in  the  fall  when  lliis  .same  great  exi>anse  of  thousands  of  acres  of  waving 
grass  was  ripened  and  dead,  and  the  fires  had  burned  it  over,  all  looking  much 
like  the  judgment  day  was  at  hand,  and  that  the  Good  Father  had  acttially  set 
fire  to  the  whole  thing  and  then  had  run  off  and  left  his  mighty  works  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  But  the  next  spring  the  "Green  grass  grew  all  round,  all 
roimd." 

LAND. 

Land  is  the  basis  of  wealth.  This  is  especially  true  in  agricultural  Iowa. 
In  O'Brien  coimtv  it  is  cspeciallv  true  even  with  an  Iowa  measurement.  Some 
other  counties  in  Iowa  have  coal  and  lead  and  other  items  to  give  variety.  In 
this  county  it  is  all  exclusively  fanning.  Its  variety  lays  in  its  large  num- 
bers of  crop  and  farm  products.  All  estimates  and  enterprises  in  the  county 
must  hark  back  to  the  !au(l  Everybody  in  the  county  must  deal  with  the 
farmer  or  his  lan<l,  and  th.it  direct.  Interest  on  money  went  down  as  laud 
went  up.  Prior  to  1885  practically  all  land  loans  were  ten  jjcr  cent.  From 
1886  to  1896  they  were  eight,  then  went  down  to  seven,  then  six.  now  five 
per  cent.  Prior  to  1880  loans  on  land  were  only  made  in  sums  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  on  a  quarter.  In  1890  loans  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars were  made,  in  1900  from  three  thousand  to  fotir  thousand  dollars. 
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now  eight  thousaml  dollars  to  twelve  thousand  dollar^,  wlicn  needed.  The 
writer  hereof  Ixiiij^lit  his  first  eifjhty  acrcN  nf  land  in  llitjhland  township  at 
two  dollars  and  eii,dily  ciiits  per  aire  in  l.'^7<>,  wlr'rh  tract  is  now  worth  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  In  1880  Herman  (jre\e  sold  lour  tiuni- 
sand  acres  to  George  W.  Schee  for  foar  dollars  per  acre.  In  1877  Frank 
Teabout  bought  thirty-six  hundred  acres  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  As  late  as 
l??!5  the  writer  and  Mr.  Schee  tojjcthcr  bought  eiplit  hundred  acres  for  five 
dollars  per  acre,  all  now  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  though 
they  in  tact  sold  it  all  two  years  later  at  about  twelve  dollars  per  acre.  As 
late  as  1890  the  expression  was  made  many  times  fay  citizens  that  if  "land 
ever  reaches  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre  I  am  going  to  sell."  .^s  late  as  1902 
it  was  selling  from  sixty  ddllars  to  seventy  dollars.  Its  greatest  bound  has 
been  during  the  past  ten  years,  and  even  more  true  in  tin-  laNt  fnc  years,  prac- 
tically doubling  in  the  last  five  to  six  years.  The  expression  of  Jurgen 
Renken.  of  Sheldon,  as  early  as  1890,  calling  his  land  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
was  then  treated  not  as  a  joke,  but  with  a  smile.  But  it  now  seems  well 
settled  that  O'Brien  county  land  (and  nine-tenths  of  it  is  all  the  same  in 
quality)  is  destined  to  command  the  top  of  most  of  the  best  counties  any- 
where in  the  country.  Its  crops,  rains  and  results  have  been  so  uniform  dur- 
ing a  period  of  forty  years  thai  the  fact  is  established.    Actual  .sales  verify  it. 

KIVBRS  AND  STREAMS. 

O'Brien  count)'  has  only  two  streams  that  rise  to  the  dignity  of  rivers, 
The  Littie  Sioox  river  runs  throt^  the  very  southeast  corner  of  the  county, 
meandering  through  about  five  sections  of  land.   Its  adjacent  Unds  show  up 

some  hills  that  might  be  called  blufTs,  and  provides  rough  pasture,  being  prac- 
tically the  only  mitillahle  acres  in  tlie  county.  It  flows  into  the  Missouri. 
This  river  sported  a  ferry  boat  for  se\eral  years  alxjut  1870,  and  approached 
that  near  to  furnishing  the  county  with  a  maritime  port  of  entry.  That, 
however,  was  only  a  part  of  the  gaiety  of  its  earliest  oflkials.  The  Ocfa^edan 
river  cuts  through  section  i  only,  in  the  very  northeast  ojnier  of  Hsatky 
township  and  the  county.  In  breadth  of  river  bottom  or  valley  it  might  be 
taken  for  a  nnich  larger  stream,  from  bank  to  bank  of  outlying  hill  in  manv 
places  exceeding  a  mile.  The  mere  stream  itself,  however,  is  no  larger  than 
many  parts  of  the  Waterman.  The  bed  of  the  stream  was  in  1909  ditched 
and  straightened  under  the  drainage  laws  of  Iowa,  both  Osceola  and  Gay 
counties  joining.  The  Waterman  runs  north  and  south  nearly  the  whole 
length  of  the  county  and  empties  into  the  Little  Sioux  near  Waterman's  ford. 
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It,  with  llu  township,  was  nanitd  for  its  first  litizcn,  Hanntbal  H.  Waterman. 
It  is  alternately  called  .i  creek  and  a  river.  It  has  sonic  considerable  hkitTs 
down  towards  tlie  Little  Simix.  It  tra\erses  Hartley,  l.incitlii,  (  )nie^a.  ( irant 
and  Waterman  townships.  Mdl  creek  runs  through  Center,  Summit.  Uale 
and  Union  townships  and  assumes  respectable  propc^rtions  before  it  reaches 
Cherokee,  where  it  flows  into  the  Little  Sioux.  The  Floyd  river  flows 
through  I-Vanklin  and  Floyd  townships  in  O'Brien  county,  while  the  Little 
hloyd  river  also  courses  through  l-'ranklin,  runs  close  or  into  Floyd  and  across 
Carri>ll  and  joins  the  larger  l-"loyd  just  west  of  Sheldon,  and  from  thi•^  Moyd 
river  the  splendid  water  system  of  Sheldon  is  secured.  The  Floyd  can  hardly 
be  dubbed  a  river  for  its  size  in  O'Brien  county,  though  it  becomes  quite  a 
formidaUe  river  at  Sioux  City,  where  it  empties  into  the  Missouri.  Dry  run 
betrays  its  sometimes  slackness  in  water  supply  in  the  l)ed  of  the  stream 
itself,  thoufrh  the  town  of  Primghar.  in  one  of  the  few  sand  l)eds  of  tiie 
county  on  that  stream,  discovered  that  splendid  natural  filter  for  one  of  the 
best  drinking  water  supplies  of  any  town  in  the  county.  It  flows  through 
Center,  Highland  and  Dale  townships.  Several  lesser  creeks  in  different 
townships  flow  into  the  streams  named. 

GROVES  AND  TREK  PLANTINa 

Three  things  have  contributed  to  the!  hundreds  of  fine  groves  and  parks 
now  seen  in  the  county.   To  plant  a  tree  and  see  it  grow  is  a  natural  desire. 

This  becomes  both  prK'try  an<l  prn^e  when  the  eye  looks  o\cr  a  treeless  prairie 
e.xpan.se.  or  the  intense  sun  calls  for  a  shade,  or  a  howling  northwest  wind 
demands  a  shelter,  or  the  cook  wants  some  stovewood. 

However,  there  were  two  other  prime  causes  that  produced  the  actual 
grove  in  this  and  other  counties  in  this  part  of  Iowa.  There  was  a  federal 
law  providing  for  tree  claims  and  re(|niring  the  claimant  of  land  in  a  new 
COuntrj'  to  ])lant  fourteen  acres  of  trees  on  a  (piarter  section,  and  to  k'eejt  thein 
growing  in  a  thrifty  condition  for  a  given  numl>er  of  years.  This  i>r<jiluccd 
many  of  our  largest  groves.  Indeed,  as  practical  fanning  developed,  and  land 
has  advanced  to  now  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  a  farmer  cannot 
afford  to  de\  <     that  much  high  priced  land  to  a  grove. 

There  ha->  Iwen  for  I'orty  years  ami  more  a  state  law  of  Iowa,  parsed 
as  an  eiK<nira;..:enient  to  tree  planting,  perniitiing  i  deduction  of  one  hundred 
dollars  \aluation  for  taxalion  purpo.ses  for  each  at're  uf  trees  thus  planted, 
if  kept  in  healthy,  thrifty  condition  for  a  |)eriod  of  ten  successive  years.  As 
land  is  now  valued  so  high,  it  would  not  deduct  enough  to  be  an  incentive. 
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Hut  when  land  tlnrinij  t!ii>.  tree  iilantins;  peril ul  trnm  to  iSSd.  was  <inly 

wurtli  about  sixteen  dollar.s  per  acre  and  the  taxjiblc  value  at  about  four  dol- 
lars per  acre,  it  can  be  figured  that  from  four  to  five  acres  of  trees  would 
deduct  half  the  taxes  on  a  quarter  section  of  land,  and  this  grove  would  be 
about  the  right  size  for  other  jmrposes. 

One  great  handicap  was  to  1,'et  the  tries  at  all.  mticli  less  a  variety. 
Tree  agents  could  sell  them,  liut  the  people  in  thnsi.-  times  had  im  money  to  [Kiy 
a  price  lor  a  clioice  tree  variety.  Ihe  one  availaijle  tree  was  tlie  later-on 
almost  despised  cottonwood.  These  little  slips,  from  a  foot  to  three  feet 
high,  grew  on  the  sand  bars  along  the  Missouri  river  by  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  and  could  be  pulled  up  by  the  hand  \dain  Towberman,  a  home- 
>teader.  made  many  trip<  t<>  Sionx  C'ity  and.  with  liuiht  wagon,  could  hrint; 
l)ack  fifty  to  a  hundred  thousand  trees,  lie  ^oUl  them  from  two  to  einln 
dollars  per  thousand.  Soft  maple  slips  were  likewise  procured,  though  more 
often  maple  seed  by  the  bushel  was  procured  and  the  little  trees  grown  from 
the  seed.  White  willow  cuttings  Vktrt  planted  also.  Many  little  trees  were 
actually  planted  in  the  tough  inisul)dtied  sod.  It  was  then  much  of  a  public 
•  piestion  and  even  debated  in  the  lyceums  and  farmers'  institutes.  Others 
more  fortunate  procure*!  choice  varietit>  of  young  trees  from  the  old  homes 
in  the  l!last  or  from  the  nurseries,  as  ash,  hard  and  silver  maples,  birch,  chest- 
nut, walnut,  elm,  the  evergreens  and  other  trees.  In  this  year  1914  fully  half 
of  these  cotttmwood  trees  thus  planted  have  been  cttt  down,  as  likewise  tnany 
willow  groves.  The  long  lines  of  cottonwood  antl  willow  trees  along  the 
road  sides  sapped  too  much  hijj^h  priced  land.  Dtirins;  those  years  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  county  auditor  to  establish  these  tree  claims  for  taxation  purposes 
on  die  tax  It^.  George  W.'  Sehee  and  J.  L.  E.  Pedc  were  the  auditors  during 
the  eight  main  years  of  this  tree  planting  and  ctahns  for  trees,  namely,  durhig 
the  years  1876  to  1884.  But  as  a  result  these  fine  groves  were  secured,  giving 
so  comforting  a  relief  to  the  appearance  of  the  country  and  to  the  homes,  as 
likewise  serving  the  people  in  many  public  gatherings. 

WHAT  IS  RAISED  ON  o'BIOISN  COUNTY  SOIL. 

In  the  first  place,  for  thousands  of  years,  it  raised  the  luxurious  prairie 
grasses.  A  soil  that  can  produce  such  growths  as  were  originally  seen  on  the 
prairies  of  O'Brien  county  possesses  the  strength  to  grow  any  thing  on  earth 
cmresponding  to  this  latitude. 

O'Brien  coimty  is  proud  of  its  mud,  mud  that  is  mud.  the  rich  black  loam 
stuff,  the  mud  that  smears  the  clothes  and  hands,  the  mud  that  hogs  root  up. 
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the  inud  that  raisis  corn.  W  hile  corn  is  king  and  chief,  it  is  not  a  one-crop 
country,  but  is  an  all-art)untf-cn)|)  country. 

This  rich  black  loam  .soil  can  grow  weeds  s|>elled  in  capital  letters.  It 
may  not  be  creditable  to  a  gardener  or  a  farmer  to  find  that  garden  or  farm 
a  weed  patch.  But  it  is  creditable  to  a  soil  that  it  has  the  strength  and  dura- 
bility to  grow  \vet<!^,  w  eeds,  and  still  more  weetls.  year  after  year.  C)'|'>rien 
county  is  even  proud  of  its  wi-eds.  its  rank  weeds,  its  jjreat  h\g  weeds,  three 
feet,  four  feet,  live  feet,  six  feel,  as  tall  as  a  man.  as  tall  as  the  lx;st  crojis.  all 
but  as  tall  as  the  tups  of  King  Corn.  Its  i)eople  are  proud  of  both  King  Com 
and  King  Weed. 

"Where  grows  the  lusty  great  big  weed. 
There  man  can  safely  plant  his  seed.** 

It  is  not  the  big  wee<l  that  O'Brien  count)  people  frown  upon,  but  rather 
upon  the  man  who  will  slovenly  let  them  grow  to  the  extent  of  a  weed  crop. 
The  historic  fact,  however,  remaitis  that  our  lands  raise  much  more  com  per 

acre  than  twenty  years  -.v^it.  In<lcvd  up  to  as  late  as  1880  it  \va'^  di-cnssed 
by  our  own  pi-opie  uhetlu-r  ui  fact  it  was  a  corn  conmrv  It  i>  tin;  curii  tact, 
loiifi  now  establisiied.  that  has  added  its  now  high  price  ami  value.  The.sc 
higher  prices  reached  have  produced  also  intense  and  better  farming. 

But  O'Brien  county  has  the  man  that  scours  tlie  plow,  that  kills  the  weed, 
that  saves  the  o  n:  that  feeds  the  hog,  that  buys  more  land,  that  raises  the 
grass,  that  feeds  the  r-lu-c|)  that  throws  the  ui^ol.  that  clothes  the  kid,  that 
feeds  the  b.orse.  that  pulls  the  plow,  that  pious  the  corn,  that  feeds  the  siti  r. 
that  makes  the  meat,  that  sells  for  the  cash,  that  buys  the  "House  that  Jack 
BuUt" 

In  other  words,  O'Brien  coimty  is  strictly  agriailtural :  being  all  the 

time  cow.  all  the  time  steer,  all  the  time  horse,  all  the  time  ho^.  all  the  time 
butter  and  etjs^s,  sometimes  of  everything,  plenty  to  eat,  no  famine.s,  no 
hunger,  i)lenty  all  the  time  antl  to  spare. 

ITS  EGGS  NOT  ALL  IN  ONE  BASKET. 

iJiil  we  ever  grasp  the  full  meaning  and  extent  of  that  word  or  jihrase  as 
applied  to  O'Brien  county?  Do  we  fully  measure  it?  Ihal  not  only  all  the 
eggs  are  not  in  one  basket,  but  that  eggs  are  but  one  item  in  the  basket,  or, 
even  still  broader,  only  one  of  the  items  in  the  half  hundred  baskets.  How 
many  sections  of  country 'or  coniniunities  .ire  dependent  11  ])racticaMv  one 
item  as  an  outlook  tor  their  families  ?    \\  ht^i  tiiat  fails,  all  fails.    It  may  be 
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cottnn.  It  may  he  rice  ami  only  rice.  It  may  l)c  a  >yii<licatf  mill.  W  licii 
the  mill  Slops,  utjrk  stops.  It  may  be  some  immense  factory  ijlant,  with  a 
strflce  on,  when,  after  that,  the  judgment  It  may  be  a  rubber  plantation 
or  an  all-fruit  community,  or  a  sing^le  fruit  specialty.   So  many  places  it  is 

one  or  none. 

But  in  O'llrien  county  how  difTerent  '  A  goodlv  numher  of  lio-^s.  it  is 
true,  may  die.  It  is  a  loss.  But  the  same  disease  will  nut  ordinarily  take 
off  a  bunch  of  hor.ses  or  sheep  at  same  time.  One  steer  may  die.  but  not. 
usually  a  whole  car  load.  Oats  may  be  short,  but  com  is  not  dependable  on 
the  same  days  of  growth  or  rain  as  the  oat  crop^ 

O'Brien  county  liappil}  belongs  to  that  part  of  the  surface  of  the  earth 
where  its  people  are  the  chefs  of  the  earth.  They  feed  the  world,  the  com- 
munities comparing  to  these  situations.  In  doing  this,  its  people  are  well  fed 
thenudves.   Verily  its  tggt  ve  not  all  in  the  same  badcet. 

The  following  are  among  its  egg  baskets,  not  merely  nominal  egg  baskets, 
but  full-up  baskets  that  bring  the  cash:  Wheat,  flax,  blue  grass,  turnips, 
peas,  vegetables,  butter,  cream,  oats,  millet,  timothy,  l)eets.  tomatoes,  fruits, 
milk.  corn.  hay.  alfalfa,  parsnips,  cucuuiIkts.  flower*;,  cherries,  rye.  pasture, 
straw,  carrots,  melons,  gardens,  eggs,  plums,  barley,  clover,  corn  cobs,  onions, 
potatoes,  pumpkins,  cheese;  Little  Fillers — Horses,  diickens,  peacodcs,  cattle, 
ducks,  pigeons,  hiog&,  geese,  bees,  sheep,  turkeys,  mules,  guinea  fowls,  farm 
labor,  town  avocations,  trees  for  wood,  railroad  lalmr.  rise  in  \  alue  of  lands. 

These  are  all  items  not  merely  that  can  possibly  l)e  raised.  l)ut  are  found 
in  the  total  number  on  practically  two-thirds  of  our  farms,  as  annual  revenue 
producers. 

The  O'Brien  county  farmer  safely  sleeps  on  his  bed  of  ease  with  the 
Inppy  and  secure  thought  that  it  seldom  occurs  that  any  considerable  number 

of  the  above  egg  baskets  are  dependent  on  the  same  destnictive  storm  or 
disaster,  and  never  tloes  it  occur,  f)r  has  it  occurred  1  save  in  the  one  and  only 
one  ijrasshopper  sc«jurge  in  an  early  day.  when  the  measure  of  crops  was 
small),  when  either  all,  a  half,  or  even  a  large  number  of  same  have  l)ecn  at 
such  a  risk. 

Other  countries  have  famines  as  historic  incidents.  O'Brien  county  has 
for  thirty-five  successive  year^  had  its  re;;ular  crops  in  ])Ienty  as  its  annual 
item  (if  hi-t.iry.  This  >fateinent  that  all  (VHrien  county  i  t,f«,'s  are  not  in  one 
liasket  becomes  a  lrni>m  and  an  established  fact.  These  now  nearly  two 
score  successive  crops  fixes  this  historic  value.  "To  have  and  to  hold  in 
permanency  and  tenancy  in  common  for  all  its  people."  Filled  with  plenty, 
here  stands  the  Hope  Box  of  O'Brien  county. 
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i  KOZION  son.  HEAVES  UP  AND  1K)E.S  BUSINESS. 

O'Brien  county  is  in  a  cold,  yet  temperate  latitiule.  The  forty-thini 
parallfl  of  north  latitiule  passes  east  and  west  through  the  county,  two  miles 
.south  of  I'riiiiijhur.  or  Xwo  (U-f,'refs  or  one  lumdn-d  ;nid  torty  miles  south  of 
midway  between  the  equator  and  the  Xorth  iH>le,  the  Ik-sI  part  of  the  temperate 
zone.  We  have  cold  winters  and  often  heavy  snow.  Of  course  it  is  cold. 
It  tingles  the  fingers  and  the  dieek.  Comfortable  houses  are  needed,  and  such 
htuldinss  are  found  universally  on  the  farms.  Plenty  of  coal  is  necessary. 
Cold  weather  is  healthy.  It  thickens  the  hlorKl.  Xatiire  accoinmo<latr<  itself. 
The  lx)dy  adapts  itself.  It  is  a  dry  and  not  a  damp  cold,  however,  dunni:  its 
ccdder  period.  Cold  puis  vim  into  iK-opIe.  It  make.s  them  hustle,  walk  faster 
and  work  harder,  and  the  work  brings  results.  It  generates  activity  and 
enei^-  in  Ijoth  man  and  the  soil.  It  heaves  it  up  and  starts  it  moving.  It 
reori^anizes  its  parts.  The  soil  doesn't  lay  dead  still  all  winter  as  in  the 
southtTii  climates.  Its  melted  snr.ws  in  the  sprinjj  are  er|ual  to  rains.  The 
snow  banks  and  snow  contain  a  .sediment  or  (juality  eveti  superior  to  rain. 
Freezing  and  rain  and  snow  are  the  farmers'  best  hired  hands.  Our  peofrie 
say,  let  it  freeze;  singly  hustle  and  keep  from  freezing.  Everybody  has  his 
iieavy  overcoat  for  driving,  and  when  working  it  is  not  needed. 

'    '  O'BRIEN  COUNTY  IS  UNIFORM  IN  MANY  WAYS. 

In  the  first  place,  the  county  is  uniform  in  its  shape,  a  perfect  square, 
twenty-four  miles  each  way.    Its  sixteen  townships  are  each  uniform  in  size, 

six  miles  s(|uare.  Possiblv  we  should  make  the  exception  that  the  city  linu'ts 
of  bheldon  have  been  made  a  township  known  as  Sheldon  township.  This 
was  done  that  it  might  always  have  two  justices  of  the  peace  within  its  corp- 
orate limits.  Its  highways  also  are  practically  uniform,  namely  nAie-tenths 
of  its  road  mileage  runs  east  and  west  and  north  and  south,  and  on  section 
lines.  The  percentage  of  irregular  roads  is  very  small.  This  uniformity  is 
made  possible  by  reason  of  its  l>cing  uniform  in  so  many  other  respects. 
It  is  uniform  in  its  topography.  In  the  main  it  is  a  level  county.  Jt  is  gently 
tolling,  but  these  gentle  rolls  or  tmdulations  are  quite  similar  in  size  through- 
out the  county.  Its  original  prairie  conditions  were  also  uniform.  The 
same  prairie  grass  covered  all  its  surface.  Its  surveys  and  boundary  lines 
between  land  owners  are  in  the  main  nnifonn  straight  lines  It  has  no 
meanderin-,'  boun<Iary  lines,  hs  very  soil  is  t-ijually  uniform  and  of  about 
the  same  quality,  Ix-ing  all  a  rich,  black  loam.    The  sanie  prairie  growths  and 
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grass  for  thousands  of  years  could  produce  none  other  than  a  uniform  soil. 
Its  underpinnings,  or  subsoils,  are  likewise  of  universal  sanaeness»  a  day 

slightly  mixed  with  sand,  that  allows  the  rains  and  water  to  go  down 
and  up.  T1ks<.  sitl)soils.  or  filtered  undcrpiniiint,'s,  form  a  continitoiis  strata 
and  reservoir  lor  iiiilurc  s  .supply  of  the  purest  water,  and  which  remlcrs  the 
crops  so  uniform  in  both  quality  and  quantity.  While  this  strip  or  that  may 
at  times  get  a  larger  supply  of  water  than  another,  yet  inasmuch  as  there  are 
<ik!i  a  \  ariety  of  crops  maturing  at  different  seasons  of  the  year,  it  is  true  to 
ihi'  fait  that  never  in  fifty  years  will  these  dry  streaks  fur  a  month  hit  all 
the  crops  of  the  year.  .\s  a  round  up  each  year,  taken  separately,  the  crops 
are  well  distributed  from  farm  to  farm.  .\s  a  result  O'Brien  county  has 
never  had  a  famine.  Resulting  from  this  sameness,  its  drainage  in  regularity 
and  with  scarcely  a  damage,  follows.  It  does  not  have  monster  ditches  to 
be  dug  like  in  many  other  counties,  with  heavy  assessments  u>  hv  k-\  \vi\  tnr  a 
seven-year  perio<l,  makinfj  a  lien  ef|ual  tn  a  luortijai^e.  In  tlie  ulioie  period 
of  the  county  it  ha>  only  had  one  county  ditch,  and  that  rultini;  ;u  rns<  ,  ,iic 
single  section  of  land,  in  the  very  corner  section  of  the  county,  at  the  north- 
east comer,  in  straightening  out  the  Odieyedan  river,  where  it 
cuts  across  that  one  section  of  land.  Both  Osceola  and  Gay  counties  are 
burdened  with  many  mile.s  of  this  ditch.  In  many  counties,  even  in  quite 
uniform  Towa.  these  big  ditches  iH-come  very  nnuh  of  a  I)ur{Uii.  O'Brien 
county  draina.ije  is  limited  to  mild  tiling,  small  in  coui|)arison..  I  he  land  is 
all  so  very  much  alike  in  all  its  qualities  and  conditions  that  each  eighty  or 
quarter  section  is  able  to  amply  drain  itself.  Even  each  small  farmer  is  king 
and  manager  of  his  own  little  farm  and  kingdom.  In  many  extremely  flat 
counties,  even  in  Towa.  and  more  marked! v  in  the  extremely  flat  p«irtions  of 
northern  Minnesota,  the  drainage  of  anv  one  farm  is  so  dependent  on  a  co- 
operative drainage  of  a  whole  town.ship  or  more  that  the  small  farmer  is 
swaltowed  up  in  the  swim  and  drowned  out,  and  thereby  ceases  to  be  a  full- 
grown  director  of  his  own  affairs.  Neighbors,  it  is  true  must  yield  to  each 
other  in  the  natural  accommodations  of  drainage  from  little  into  big  tile  and 
paying  the  difference  as  will  .accomplish  the  movements  of  the  surface  waters 
and  at  same  time  keep  every  foot  of  soil  in  cultivation.  But  in  (  )  T.rien 
county  this  has  l>een  such  a  mild  (juestion  that  actual  litigations  relating  to 
same  in  the  whole  period  of  the  county  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of 
one  hand.  This  tiling  becomes  simply  a  part  of  ordinary  fanning.  As  a 
further  result,  its  wells,  both  for  the  farm  houses  and  for  stock,  are  both  uni- 
form in  the  fact  that  ample  water  is  found  on  every  farm  and  can  l)c  secured 
in  the  main  on  all  parts  of  the  farms,  and  at  quite  uniform  and  reasonable 
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depths.  Digging  wells  simply  involves  in  niusl  cases  the  njcrc  value  oi  labor 
in  the  digging.  It  is  not  a  big  jn'oblem,  as  in  many  states.  The  quality  of 
a^II  water  in  its  wells  follows  suit  with  the  other  uniformities.  Having  no 
minerals  or  nils  uf  any  kind  in  the  county,  the  water  is  free  from  acid^  or 
alkalis  It  bonndarv  liiir<  all  iK-iii-i  straight,  it  t<ill(i\\>  tliat  its  ticMs  for  this 
and  that  crop  aro  or  may  be  made  in  s(|uarf  form  or  at  least  in  parallel  pro- 
portions. There  are  but  tew-  jwint  vows  in  the  corn.  The  wire  stretcher 
on  the  corn  planter  can  quite  generally  be  made  the  length  of  the  full  quarter 
section.  Its  very  few  little  fringes  of  timber,  limited  indeed  to  but  a  few 
tracts  down  on  the  W'aterman  and  Little  Sioux,  conduce  to  this.  Very  few 
farmers  need  to  l)uild  even  a  culvert,  nn'.ch  less  a  bridj^e  ("or  the  njere  farm 
QCCommcMlation.  Two  of  its  main  railr<  ads  run  almost  a  l)ce  line  cast  and 
west  through  the  county  and  cut  those  farms  in  sc|uare  lines.  Its  rain  falls 
are  quite  uniform  from  ymr  to  year.  There  is  much  sameness  also  in  that 
the  whole  energies  of  the  people  are  devoted  to  agriculture.  We  practically 
ha\e  no  factories.  The  nearest  approach  to  a  mamifacturinj^  idea  would  be 
the  Hij;  bOur  mills  at  .*^beldon,  einploved  in  the  manufacture  of  (lour,  but  even 
that  is  distinctly  agricultural.  Its  people  are  uniform  also  in  this,  that  as  a 
mass  they  all  Americanize.  Onr  foreigners  are  all  of  the  agricultural  idea, 
becoming  at  once  a  part  of  loyal  America,  and  satisfied  with  O'Brien  county 
conditions  and  prosperities.  Its  farms  in  size  are  well  distributed.  Its  large 
farms  or  ranches,  as  we  have  seen,  are  scarce.  It  is  not.  perhaps,  uniform 
as  a  one-crop  country,  hut  it  is  uniform  in  its  variety  of  its  farm  cmps  and 
stock.  On  every  farm,  large  or  small,  may  be  seen  something  of  the  county- 
wide  results,  wheat*  oats,  com,  barl^,  vegetables,  hay.  pasture,  farm  homes, 
cattle,  horses,  hogs,  sheep,  a  full  line  of  farm  machinery,  with  each  farm 
and  farm  family  sufficient  unto  itself.  \\>  have  no  frictional  foreign  ele- 
ments in  the  county,  or  di\  isioTis  of  i)eople  that  f.iil  to  assimilate  or  to  l>ecome 
a  mutual  part  of  the  coinmon  mass.  Its  school  houses  even,  in  the  main,  are 
two  miles  apart.  Often  we  hear  the  expression  that  this  ami  that  road  through 
the  county,  and  this.  too.  for  the  whole  twenty-four  miles,  is  a  school  house 
road,  so  regularly  are  they  built.  Its  children  are  also  uniformly  in  the 
schools  for  the  uniform  school  year  oi  nine  months,  and  therefore  its  |>eople 
uniformly  can  read  and  write,  Its  people  are  unifonnlv  of  the  white  race. 
Two  colored  men  only  homcsteaded  in  the  county,  and  one  other  colored  man 
resided  for  some  years  in  the  earl\  |)eriod  at  Sheldon,  but  they,  even,  are  long 
.since  gone.  .At  this  date.  1914.  and  for  more  than  ten  years  not  a  single 
colored  man  has  resided  in  the  count) .  and  this.  too.  not  1)ecause  they  have 
been  notified  to  remove  or  have  been  driven  out,  simply  the  question- never 
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arises.  The  count)-  po>ilively  lias  no  race  question,  colored  or  otherwise. 
Its  people  all  freely  affiliate  and  intermingle  on  all  public  matters.  The 
county  has  always  been  free  from  chronic  feuds.  It  is  the  very  opposite  of 
Breathitt  county,  Kentucky.  As  a  result  its  courts,  during  all  the  years,  have 
been  uniformly  free  from  notable  criminal  trials.  Its  public  and  private  life 
till  no  place  in  head  lines  of  the  daily  ])apers.  It  can  truly  be  said  that  muety- 
rive  per  cent  of  its  people  are  indeijciident  and  self-supporting  within  them- 
selves and  their  own  eflForts.  This  is  uniformity  calling  for  a  record  mark. 
Its  towns,  its  townships  and  its  individuals,  like  the  county,  have  practically 
rid  themselves  of  the  serious  debts  and  conditions  in  this  history  recited  as 
I)nrt  of  its  early  pioneer  troubles.  Often  do  we  bear  the  remark,  that  when 
you  look  at  or  insiwct  one  tract  ur  (|uarter  of  land  in  O'Hiii-u,  you  have  M-t-n 
it  all.  It  has  no  sand  dunes,  or  .s;md  l>eds.  of  miles  in  extent,  not  one  sinjjle 
case,  and  no  extensive  gravel  pits,  to  make  the  farms  or  country  sijotted  or 
scabby  either  in  appearance  or  for  use.  It  is  all  the  "same  black  stuff."  in 
truth  and  fact,  as  we  hear  so  many  times  stated,  not  by  the  mere  land  agent, 
but  the  sol)er  owners  of  the  farms.  This  one  uniformity  has  (kTei\e<l  <ome 
good  O'Brien  people,  or  their  sons,  in  later  years,  in  attempt'^  to  jturchase 
cheaper  lands  in  other  states,  where  it  is  spotted  in  all  those  irregularities  of 
sand  and  gravel,  swamps  and  lakes,  jagged  hills  and  pot  hole  sloughs,  with 
perhaps  neither  outlet  nor  inlet,  as  seen  in  many  other  counties.  Neither  do 
we  Hnd  tiiose  lonpf  stretches  of  hard  pan.  stumpage.  lack  of  wells  and  water, 
big  ditches  and  other  bad  features  in  farming  communities.  This  expressi-Mi. 
"when  you  see  one  farm  you  see  it  all."  means  much  to  O  Brien  county. 
Probably  there  is  not  one  county  in  fifty  in  the  whole  United  States  where 
uniformity  in  so  many  lines,  and  on  nearly  all  agricultural  lines,  is  so  promi- 
nent.   In  result,  its  whole  seventeen  thousand  people  are  imiformly  contented. 

FRUITS. 

While  O'Brien  county  is  not  a  fruit  county  in  specialty,  it  has  surprised 
its  own  people  in  this  line.  In  the  raising  of  corn,  it  was  long  discussed  in 
the  earlv  vcars  wliither  it  would  be  a  corn  country  or  not,  yet  now  wc  are 
in  the  midst  oi  the  great  corn  belt.  Likewi.se  with  fruits,  it  was  similarly 
discussed.  It  is  this  much  of  a  definite  success,  that  practically  three-fourths 
of  all  the  farms  have  bearing  orchards  of  good  size,  which  makes  the  test. 
The  culture  of  fruits  has  not.  however,  reache<1  the  stage  wherein  shipment 
of  fruit  has  been  si-rirni>l\  an  item.  It  has  no  lakt-s.  rivers  or  other  waters 
to  temper  the  atmo.spliere  or  weather.    Our  (piite  rigorous  winters  limit  the 
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fruits  to  the  hardier  varieties.  The  local  towns  as  yet  consume  the  entire 
output  that  can  be  spared  by  the  farmers.  II..\vc\rr.  thi^  item  a  farm 
rovcmie  pnxltiaT  i-.  nr*  small  matter.  Tlie  home  lri'it>  sold  in  the  local 
towns  ha\e  a  I'reshne-s  that  is  not  always  secured  in  fruit-'  shippi-d  in.  On 
public  occasions  in  the  c«junty  many  varieties  of  fruits  of  the  larger  and 
unaller  varieties  are  exhibited.  The  home  fruits  raised  do  tltis  much,  they 
add  decisively  to  the  daily  bread  of  our  people  within  themselves,  and  insure 
even  in  this  item  the  independence  of  our  people. 

WILD  I'RAIRIE  FLOWERS. 

A  lady  who  grew  up  from  chiUlliood  on  the  prairies  of  Highland  town- 
shi[)  hand*  (1  us  the  followini;  list  of  wild  prairie  flowers.  There  may  he  many 
others:  Liuttercup.  blue  Iiell.  croi-us.  fioN.  <,'oldfn  rud.  indij^o  flower,  i)ur])lt' 
or  prairie  apple,  shuv  string,  tiger  lily,  white  prairie  llower.  sweet  william. 
wild  rose,  lady  slipi^r,  violet.  In  the  fringes  of  timber  along  the  Waterman 
and  Little  Sioux  there  are  also  a  few  timber  varieties. 

FUBUC  FARM  MODERNISMS. 

The  county  has  its  full  complement  of  rural  free  deliveries,  telephones, 
cream  stations,  creameries;,  farmers'  elevators  and  other  organizations  and 
facilities  connected  with  farm  life.  There  being  ten  towns  well  distributed 
in  its  territory  where  each  ni  these  modernisms  may  be  found,  it  also  follows 
that  practicall)  every  farmer  has  access  to  each.  Each  town  telephone  ex- 
change, large  or  small,  now  has  direct  connections  with  from  five  to  fifteen 
farm  phone  lines  and  each  town  has  from  two  to  four  rural  free  deliveries. 
The  farm  elevators,  while  they  do  not  handle  all  the  grain  or  sell  all  the  coal, 
maintain  competition. 

PUBLIC  ROADS  SHOULD  REMAIN  FOUR  RODS  WIDE. 

The  development  of  our  public  roads  is  a  part  of  our  county  history. 
As  time  moves  on  this  item  becomes  more  important.  The  automobile  and 
motorcycle  and  the  movement  of  heavy  machinery  have  each  increased  this 
importance.  These  new  necessary  movements  prove  that  they  should  remain 
sixty-six  feet  wide.  Yet  how  often  do  we  hear  it  expressed  that  they  should 
be  reduced  to  forty  feet,  point  ii  t  a  few  weeds  at  the  side  of  the  roads  at 
the  present  time  as  a  reason.   Let  the  little  items  seen  every  day  on  any  ten 
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miles  of  roads  in  the  county  give  the  answer.   The  farmer  should  be  safe 

with  his  load  of  fjr.iin.  as  likewise  the  aiitotnohile  man  and  transient. 

We  see  aiiloniobilcs  everywhere,  whirling  on  with  nionientuin  and 
speed,  with  Hash  lights  to  scare  a  horse,  and  huniati  lite  on  l>oard.  all  at  the 
mercy  of  the  momentary  emergency  and  of  the  driver  who  should  have  ample 
room  to  meet  and  dodge  the  other  moving  objects  as  he  meets  them.  At  one 
moment  it  is  a  horse  and  huggy,  with  a  lady  and  a  hal)y  in  her  arms,  who  has 
dropped  her  lines.  Xext  -t  four  o'clock,  with  a  dozen  school  children  on 
the  highway  ready  to  banter  a  dare  with  your  auto  or  hitch  on  behind  a 
wagon.  Then  the  dare-devil  motorcycle  thunders  by  at  sixty  miles  an  hour. 
Just  at  that  point  in  the  road  is  a  road  grader  with  six-  horses  and  a  half 
dozen  men  to  pass,  with  tools  strung  along  the  road.  A  little  further  on  is 
met  a  big  modem  traction  engine,  drawing  a  threshing  outfit  in  three  parts, 
one  behind  the  other.  Then  of  a  sudden  you  see  coming  a  big  bay  rack  with 
thirty  children  out  for  a  picni'c.  Then  you  j>ass  a  funeral  procession,  and 
all  at  once  appears,  out  of  a  narrow  lane  between  a  row  of  willows,  a  tx>tiple 
loads  of  com,  with  wagon  beds  three  box  high.  Then  all  at  once  here  comes 
the  usual  caravan  and  tribe  of  gypsies,  with  twenty  horses,  tied  in  bunches 
of  four,  with  no  block  system  to  keep  them  mi  or  off  the  track.  Then  yoii 
meet  a  farmer  driving  fifty  fat  steers  to  markii,  a  bunch  of  sheep,  a  half 
dozen  loads  of  hogs,  then  a  well  augur  onttit,  then  fifty  chickens,  .some  guinea 
hens»  twenty  rapid  moving  ducks,  and  likely  a  fierce  dog  to  race  with  the  auto 
for  fifty  rods.   The  road  tiling  and  drainage  also  needs  space. 

This  sixty- foot  road  will  all  tihimately  be  graded  from  side  to  side,  not 
in  humps,  but  like  Michigan  a\emte  in  Chicago,  even  and  symmetrical,  and 
the  future  history  of  road  building  of  the  now  ele\en  bumlretl  and  fifty  miles 
of  roads  in  O'Brien  county  will  record  the  fact  that  it  is  all  needed  in  the 
future  developments  of  travel  and  drainage  and  safe  movement. 

farmers'  meetings,  institutes  and  stock  sales. 

This  being  stricdy  an  agricultural  cotmty,  farmers'  institutes  have  l)een 
regularly  and  annually  held,  alternating  in  the  several  towns.  These  have 
been  supplemented  by  farm  festivals,  harvest  home  gatherings,  watermelon 

days,  corn-iudging  contests,  horse  shows,  nail-driving  cimtests.  and  countv, 
district  an<l  ladie-^'  fairs.  These  sundry  gatherings  are  on  main  ucasions 
represented  by  specialists  and  instructors  from  our  State  Agricultural  Col- 
Jege  at  Ames,  illustrating  that  this  college  bureau  of  farm  information  is  in 
real  touch  with  the  actual  occupations.   The  farm  auction  sales  also  occupy 
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S( iniewhtTc  in  tlie  coimtv  two-third--  n\  the  (lay-  in  the  fall  and  early  winter, 
and  again  in  the  spring,  ami  ri>e  hi^^hcr  tlian  merely  anction>^.  I  he  |)nl)lic 
docs  not  tire  of  them.  Such  auction  sales  as  conducted  by  auctioneers  W.  S. 
Armstrong.  John  Cowan,  Frank  Myers,  Charles  Hopfe«  Edward  O.  Evans. 
P.  A.  Leese,  J.  X.  Btirson  and  J.  A.  Benson,  become  also  schools  of  farming 
where  the  farmers  and  stockraisers  meet  and  exchange  practical  ideas  of 
farming,  stockraising.  crops,  values  and  markets. 

NO  MINERALS  OR  COAL  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

The  people  did  inake  two  little  staggers  at  the  coal  question.  On  Janu- 
ary ~.  1874.  the  Iioard  <>f  supervisors  of  the  county  passed  a  resolution  otTer- 
ing  a  reward  of  one  tiiousaml  dollars  to  any  j>erson  who  woultl  make  the  dis- 
covery of  a  x'ein  of  coal  not  less  than  three  feet  in  thickness  and  of  actual 
merit.  However,  nothing  ever  came  of  it.  and  we  mention  it  simply  as  an 
item  to  shr>w  that  it  was  discussed.  The  geologist,  however,  has  probably 
settled  heyonil  a  ([uesti'Mi  that  nature's  great  elements  in  the  original  up- 
heavals of  creation-,  of  the  crnsts  of  earth  in  the  coiint\ .  di<l  not  provide  tor 
the  county  either  nnnerals  or  cojil.  It  is  not  ui  the  cloth  for  O'Brien  county. 
It  is  strictly  agricultural.  With  no  waste  land,  in  this  fact,  it  has  its  cbiii- 
pensations.  At  the  June  session  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  1889  the 
board  crfSered  a  prize  or  reward  of  t\vent\  -five  dollars  per  ton  for  one  hun- 
dred tons  of  coal  at  any  time 'rained  in  O'Brien  county. 

LARGE  RANCHES. 

O'Brien  county  ha-^  heen  blessed  in  having  its  lands  well  distributed  in 
small  sized  farms.  She  has  had  no  colonies  settle  as  renters  on  lands  owned 
by  large  .syndicates  or  nonresident  landloriLs.  like  some  of  the  surrounding 
counties.  Practically  all  her  large  farms  have  been  managed  by  actual  citi- 
zens.  We  will  make  note  of  a  few  large  farms. 

D.  EDWARD  PAULLIN. 

In  1880  D.  Edward  Paullin,  after  whom  PauUina  was  named,  bought 
nine  sections  of  land  in  Dale  and  Union  townships  and  proceeded  at  once  to 

put  on  very  large  improvements  It  was  all  broken  up.  He  expended  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  ihonsand  dollars  in  improvements  and  machinerv.  Indeed 
his  ranch  buildings  were  little  towns  of  them.selve.s.    He  was  an  Engli.sh- 
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man  and  was  a  stirring  man.  IK-  tanm-ii  on  a  wry  liir^-  scaU-.  nntil  Xo\ em- 
ber, if^^,  when  111-  Mild  to  Jliukoii  Mickk-y.  lit-  later  rr^idrd  in  I.cmars, 
in  Plymoiuh  county,  where  \va>  a  large  colony  01  Hnylisluneu.  inciiuling  tlie 
Qose  brothers,  James  B.  and  William  B.,  who  held  large  landed  possessions 
in  both  Plymouth  and  Osceola  counties.  Mr.  PatiUin  was  killed  in  a  game 
of  pr)lo  about  1903  at  Lcniars.  Hudson  Mickley  farmed  all  those  lands  on  a 
similar  scale  for  the  seasons  of  181^4-85-86.  These  lands  were  later  divided 
up  into  ordinary  sized  tarnis  and  sold. 

FRANKLIN  TK ABOUT. 

In  1 874-75-7' )-77  l"ranklin  Te.dHiut,  a  man  of  much  \  ini  and  cnorf^y. 
opened  up  several  large  ranches  on  sections  25  and  36  in  Lincoln,  anti  sec- 
tions 3,  10,  1 1,  14  and  25  in  Summit  and  another  ranch  in  Clay  county.  In 
1877  he  bought  thirty-si.x  hundred  acres,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  with  taxes  on 
same  to  be  redeemed  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  of  Daniel  T. 
Gilman.  of  Sioux  City,  s;ime  hcini^  iiart  <if  the  above  laiid->.  Mr.  Tealiout 
was  an  actual  farmer  and  actual  citizen.  Mc  erected  (juitc  extensive  l)uild- 
ings  on  his  main  ranch  on  section  36,  in  Lincoln,  which,  with  its  many  renters 
and  ranch  hands,  made  up  quite  a  colony.  Mr.  Teabout  had  had  a  remark- 
able and  successful  career  in  large  fanning  in  Winnesheik  county*  Iowa,  the 
.>;man  town  of  Franklin,  in  that  county,  being  named  for  him  and  the  seat  of 
hi<  farming  operations  there  Tic  and  William  11.  \'alleau  were  the  lirst 
merchants  and  grain  buyers  in  Sanborn  and  other  points.  He  was  the  father 
of  Mrs.  George  H.  Valleau.  of  Sanlx>rn.  These  lands  als(i  were  long  ago 
divided  up  and  sold. 

JOHN  H.  AKCHBR. 

John  H.  Archer  has  filled  many  large  fields  in  the  county.  This  item 
is  but  an  enumeration  of  large  farms  and  farming  ojjerations  in  a  group. 
In  extent  of  acres,  being  about  thirty-five  hundred  acres  in  actual  farming, 
in  and  around  .\rcher.  Iowa,  named  for  him.  his  is  the  largest  tract  in  con- 
tinuous farming  for  the  long  series  of  years  in  the  county,  farmed  atid  man- 
aged by  one  man.  Mr.  .\rcher  has  personally  superintended  each  tract,  by 
direct  oversight  from  crop  to  crop,  item  to  item.  He  has  carried  it  out  from 
the  basis  of  small  tracts  under  various  arrangements  of  rentings  and  other- 
wise, rather  than  as  one  farm.  This  is  by  no  means  the  limit  of  his  Jand 
hokltngs,  he  being  the  owner  of  sundry  landed  interests  in  other  places.  He 
came  from  England  when  a  young  man,  and  married  the  daughter  of  a 
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farmer.  E.  L.  Ballou.   He  has  bought  land  from  year  to  year,  and  held  on  to 

ever\  thin<,'  oticc  purchased.  The  gradual,  if  not  to  say  phenoniciul,  advance 
in  land  valm  s  in  t!u-  omnty  (hiring  his  time  in  the  county  has  proved  the 
wisdom  of  his  policy  relating  to  land. 

CHESTER  W.  INMAN. 

C  hester  \\  .  Inmaii  was.  after  Hannibal  II.  W  aterman,  amonp  the  tirst 
four  real  farmers  who,  ui  number  of  acres,  arose  above  the  quarter  section 
proposition.  He  came  in  1868.  He  was  also  one  of  the  early  actual  citizens 
who  became  a  county  official,  he  being  coimty  treasurer  and  also  was  a  mem> 
ber  of  the  board.  He  n|>ened  up  a  large  ranch  of  five  hundred  and  ci^ht} 
acres  on  section  in  (irant  township  f)n  the  Watennan.  The  spot  of  his 
residence  wa<  uiie  .if  tlie  feu  really  picturestjue  and  scenic  farm  residences  in 
this  locality.  O'Brien  county  was  mainly  a  plain  level  of  merely  prairit 
sameness.  The  Muff  here  on  the  Waterman  would  even  be  somewhat  of  a 
bluff  on  the  Missouri  river.  It  was  an  ideal  spot  for  the  poetic  or  romantic. 
It  seemed  pitifnl  that  his  pul)Iic  turmoils  and  individual  private  property  trib- 
ulations should  have  ]>revi-nted  the  enjoyment  of  hi-~  dream,  for  l)e  ii  -aid 
Mr.  Inman  and  family  were  penplc  who  could  have  enjoyed  the  pictures(iue. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  breadth.  He  atteinpteil  to  farm^on  a  large 
scale  through  the  grasshopper  scourge  and  discouragements.  He  built  what 
was  in  those  times  considered  a  mansion,  costing  in  those  cheapest  of  times 
some  thirty-fi\  e  hundred  dollars,  and  in  truth  was  In-yond  the  times,  and  big 
fannintj  could  dn  none  Mtlu-r  than  fail,  and  he  lost  all.  Th!<  rc'^idence  was  a 
three-story  Innlding,  with  a  lari;e  hall  in  the  third  story,  evidently  constructed 
with  a  special  idea  of  large  entertainments  and  gatherings. 

MISCELLANEOUS  LARGE  FARMINGS. 

Among  the  large  farms  of  a  section  of  land  in  size  we  might  also  n)en- 
tion  those  of  Joseph  Hain  and  John  Bowley,  m  Floyd,  of  Oliver  M.  Shunk- 
wiler  and  Ceorge  \V.  Schee.  in  Hartley  township,  of  Hector  Cowan,  in  Dale, 

of  Xeil  McKerrall  and  hVederick  ('..  Fp  thingham.  in  Union,  the  Rodgers 
.section  in  (  aledonia  and  the  farm  of  ^lathern  Brothers  (Frank  and  .\ntone), 
in  Highland. 

JONATHAN  A.  .STOCU.M, 

Jonathan  A.  Stocimi  had  f>>r  many  years  been  an  instructor  in  liryant 
&  Stratton's  Commercial  School  in  Chicago,  but  at  wtervals  Itad  purchased 
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sundry  O  Drien  cuunty  lands  at  tax  sale  during  the  years  when  its  afYairs 
were  in  trouble,  but  in  1871  he  had  procured  many  tax  titles  on  same  and  pro- 
ceeded to  open  up  a  large  ranch  of  eight  hundred  acres  in  Uncoln  township, 
and  farnicd  the  same  until  his  death  in  1891.    He  resided  in  Sanborn  and 

Conducted  liis  ranch  from  there.  He  was  not  simply  farmiii'j.  hut  was  a 
hrccdcr  of  laticy  st(X"k,  the  inventory  ul  his  estate  sliuwinj;  some  forty  tine 
bred  hurseiJ  and  other  stock  in  proportion.  His  was  among  the  earliest 
efforts  at  the  better  grade  stock  proposition  in  the  county.  Further  refer- 
ences wilt  be  made  to  Mr.  Stocum  in  the  section  relating  to  Sanborn,  he  hav- 
ing been  the  pioneer  attorney  there,  and,  with  John  Lawler,  a  liigh  official  of 
the  Milwaukee  road,  having  piailid  Stocum  &  hauler's  addition  to  Sanbom, 
and  engaged  in  oilier  of  the  early  town  of  Sanborn  enterprises. 

S.4MUEL  J.  JORDAN. 

Samuel  j.  Jordan  was  amonj;  the  early  settlers  in  l  irant  township,  and 
opened  up  a  ranch  of  eight  hundred  acres.  He  ha.s  heen  anionj;  the  few  ot 
the  large  raftch  owners  who  has  contmuously  resided  actually  upon  the  land 
itself  during  all  the  years,  and  conducted  in  person  his  large  farming  opera- 
tions and  stock  raising  direct  from  his  family  residence.  As  his  sous.  Ralph 
C.  Jordan,  now  a  memlHT  of  the  l)oat<!  of  supervisors,  and  ("lay  P.  Jordan, 
of  Jordan's  liank  at  Sutherland,  have  grown  up  they  have  l)ecome  a  practical 
part  of  the  broadening  business  of  both  farming  and  banking.  Tliey  have 
also  been  among  the  few  large  farmers  who  ha\'e  included  in  and  incorporated 
as  a  part  of  their  large  fanning  all  those  modem,  up-to-date  and  highly  de- 
velopetl  devices  in  the  construction  of  harns.  huilding^s.  water  works,  dairy- 
ing and  machinery  e(|uipments.  even  in  the  details,  on  the  lines  as  taught  and 
suggested  at  .\mes  Agricultural  College.  Other  items  will  ap^K'ar  as  to  this 
family  under  other  heads. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 

The  tducational  featiiri-  was  one  of  the  earliest,  as  it  is  likewise  one  ol 

thr  tliict  and  present.  lliou;;IUs  of  the  people  of  OT.rien  county.  They 
a<Iaptt'<l  tlicniMlve-v  \<>  what  they  were  ahle  Id  tlo.  'I'liouf^h  thev  coiilil  not 
huikl  a  sixty-thousanil-dollar  hrick  school  building,  they  insisted  on  the 
school  nevertheless  and  built  the  shack  school  house,  even  as  they  themselves 
lived  in  the  shack  shant>'.  They  even  held  school  in  the  old  log  court  house. 
Hut  tlie  primal  tact  remained  that  they  kept  schor>l.  In  the  simple  town  pbt 
of  Old  0"l5rieii.  the  old  c-mntv  seat  in  iSfV>.  ,,n  the  fir^;!  tlv  leaf  of  record  deed 
Ixjok  "A."  the  first  (kcd  record  Iionk  of  the  county,  a  block  is  set  apart  for  a 
school  site.  Clark  Green  and  James  Roberts  did  the  same  for  I'rimghar 
when  the  town  was  surveyed  out  with  a  four-foot  lath,  which  was  the  fact. 
Indeed  the  school  block  has  been  among  the  lirst  blocks  platted  in  every  town 
in  the  county. 

The  schools  of  the  county  are  under  the  inmiediate  --npervision  of  the 
county  sn]>erintendent.  Prof.  J,  |.  Hillin^'sly  is  the  present  incumbent  of 
that  uftice.  This  has  been  the  one  sacred  ottice  in  the  county,  so  considered 
and  so  dealt  with  in  fact,  and  has  been  kept  largely  out  of  and  free  of  poli- 
tics. The  elections  to  this  office  have  resulted  meritoriously.  Its  school 
superintendents  have  mainly  been  persons  of  ri]  <  i  \perience  along  the  lines 
of  edticati'onal  work.  For  instance.  Miss  I  Jla  Seckerson  filled  the  ofTice  for 
ten  years  from  January  i.  iS<>_'.  to  January  i,  i</)2,  antl  prior  to  which  time 
she  had  held  a  ix>sition  as  one  of  the  corps  of  teachers  in  the  Sheldon  high 
schools  for  many  years.  Miss  Nellie  Jones  was  superintendent  of  schools 
for  seven  years,  from  January  i,  1902,  to  January  i,  1909,  with  a  well 
e(juipi>ed  cx|)erience  of  fourteen  years  as  teacher  and  a  larjje  portion  of  the 
time  a-<  lady  princii)al  of  the  same  Sheldon  hiph  school.  Prof.  J.  J.  Riliinijsly. 
now  completing  his  sixth  year  as  county  superintendent,  had  served  Primghar 
six  years.  Sanborn  six  years  and  Paullina  three  years,  as  superintendent  of 
their  high  schools.  David  Algyer,  superintendent  six  years,  was  school  prin- 
cipal in  Sanborn.   Here  is  one  period  alone  of  twenty-nine  years  wherein 
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the  office  has  been  presided  over  and  had  the  ripest  experience  of  four  veteran 

educators  of  tlie  county. 

Educators  who  can  and  did  supervise  large  bodies  ol  children,  dealing 
with  parents  and  boards  and  school  subjects,  were  the  ideal  candidates  for 
the  still  larger  powers  of  organization  necessary  to  manage  the  machinery 
needed  to  educate  live  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  children,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  official  report  from  this  office ;  with  supervisory  business 
connected  with  t\vinly-iu<i  boards:  with  about  tun  lunidred  teachers:  with 
a'xtut  one  hundred  and  ihirty-ihree  rural  school  buildings:  with  about  two  . 
hundred  school  officials,  including  schoc4  treasurers  and  secretaries,  the  vari- 
ous functions  being  like  companies,  regiments,  divisions  and  brigades,  mov- 
ing systematically  with  military  precision  an<l  with  one  common  aim.  We 
also  note  the  iaci  that  in  rach  case  <if  llu-  I'oiir  sU|>eriiUendents  above  named, 
as  likewise  the  earliir  •'t!]n  riiiteiidents  meiuiniied  helow.  ilieir  years  oi  experi- 
ence were  in  O  Jirien  county  schools,  which  gave  li»  them  the  [K'cuiiar  local 
knowledge  of  facts  and  conditions  within  the  county. 

The  high  schools  in  the  six  main  towns  are  now  accredited  schools, 
entitling  the  high  school  graduates  to  enter  the  several  colleges  of  the  state 
without  further  preparatory  work. 

Three  ot  the  lii^'h  schools  i»t  the  CDUiUy.  ."sheldon.  Hartley  and  Suther- 
land, iiave  met  the  requirements  and  have  lieen  appointed  as  normal  train- 
ing schools  for  the  ntral  school  teachers,  entitling  those  three  high  schook 
to  receive  an  annual  appropriation  of  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each,  or  about  sufficient,  or  a  little  more,  to  pay  a  qualified  instructor.  These 
normal  traininfj  schools  are  inten<ie(l  to  fill  the  same  i)lace  for  the  rural 
school  teacher  that  the  State  Xonnal  Training  School  at  Cedar  Falls  furnishes 
to  the  aspirants  for  high  scho«)l  positions.  The  Prin^|faar  high  school  was 
also  so  designated  in  1914. 

Amonj?  the  earlier  county  superintendents,  Harley  Day  was  superin- 
ten<lent  of  the  IVinij^har  schools  four  years.  Stephen  Harris  three  years. 
.Miss  Bell  Cowan  two  wars  and  ( H.  Crau  fnnl  two  \ears.  'rims  we  seO 
that  in  all  eight  of  its  county  superintendents  had  had  a  large  experience  in 
O'Brien  county  public  schools. 

We  mention  these  four  lirst  because  they  are  the  last  and  recent  superin- 
tendents, and  have  each  had  long  terms  in  which  to  fully  organize  and  carry 
out  the  jwilicies  of  our  present  magnificent  school  system  under  its  nioflom 
equipments.  W'c-  shrmld  not,  however,  forget  the  very  great  service  rendered 
by  the  early  and  pioneer  school  superintendents  from  1870,  when  the  settlers 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


196 


o'BMBN  AKO  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


arrived,  in  the  persons  of  Stephen  Harris,  D.  A.  W.  Perkins.  Jesse  A.  Smith. 
A.  B.  Chrysler,  Harley  Day,  David  Atgyer.  C.  H.  Crawford  and  Miss  Isabella 

Cowan.  Thesi-  superinteiulents  were  each  highly  edncated  persons,  ami  in 
each  case  had  had  exix^rionct'  iti  the  several  schoitls  of  the  county.  Tluir 
terms  were  shorter  (except  Mr.  Algyer,  who  served  si.\  ycar.s;  and  were 
handicapped  by  the  pioneer  conditions,  buildings  and  equipments.  We  also 
note  the  fact  that  in  every  case  of  all  this  lai^  number  their  experience  as 
teachers  and  educators  was  had  in  our  own  O'Brien  county  schools. 

Thr  writer  hereof  saw  in  the  early  davs  nf  thi->  nunity  school  houses 
built  witli  only  a  one-side  slant  roof.  l?ut.  mark  the  tad,  tlu-y  kept  school, 
riie  writer,  in  the  .seventies,  attended  suntlry  lyceunvs,  school  programs  and 
debates  in  some  of  those  primitive  school  buildings  that  would  do  credit  to 
some  of  the  later  contests  for  oratorical  championships.  An  item  elsewhere 
in  this  history  refers  t.>  the  Kaker  Library  Association,  maintained  for  so 
Ion?  a  period,  or^'anized  as  it  was  in  the  very  earliest  dav  of  the  hotnestea<ler, 
and  which  is  even  yet  maintained  at  Sutherland  as  one  of  tiie  definite  educa- 
tional features.  I^elatin^  to  hbraries.  we  might  alsu  ad<l  that  each  high 
school  in  the  county  is  e(|uip|)ed  with  a  working  library  of  reference  works 
and  volumes  covering  the  usual  list  of  subjects  found  in  most  libraries.  Even 
many  of  the  rural  schools  liave  libraries  conforming  to  their  measure,  rang- 
ing from  twenty  to  three  hundred  volumes  in  the  several  country  school 
buildin<4s.  The  office  of  the  county  superintendent,  at  the  court  house  in 
Primghar,  sets  the  example  of  six  Inuidred  volumes  of  a  well  selected  teach- 
er's library,  covering  the  desirable  subjects. 

We  have  spoken  elsewhere  of  the  laudable  and  appreciated  work  during 
now  sixteen  years  of  Gef  rge  W.  Schee.  in  his  encouragement  and  large  finan- 
cial aids  in  the  various  public  schools  of  the  couiUy,  of  his  prizes  cfiven  in  the 
way  of  trips  to  W  ashington,  the  Duftalu  Exposition,  to  Pike's  I'eak  and  the 
West,  of  groups  of  the  champion  scholars  in  the  public  scho^s,  as  educa- 
tional features,  and  of  his  efforts  in  the  education  of  loyalty  and  patriotism 
to  the  country,  iu  the  furni-bing  of  a  flag,  the  Stars  and  .^tripes,  to  be  dis- 
plav  ed  on  ev  erv  school  house  in  the  county,  as  an  educational  aid,  as  well  as 
a  high  ideal  in  moral  uplift. 

Indeed,  all  information,  commiuncaiion.  moral  uplift  or  training  on  any 
goixily  line,  whether  proceeding  from  the  home,  the  church,  the  school,  the 
press,  the  courts  or  other  sources,  is  educational.  These  desirable  conditions 
are  everywhere  to  Ik.-  seen,  felt  and  enjoyed  by  our  citizens. 

The  school  liuildin^'s  ,iii<I  et|uipments  tbi'ougboiu  the  countv  have  thrown 
in  size,  in  value,  in  quality,  antl  facilities  prop«»rtionately  as  the  county  has 
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intrea'^c'il  mi  i>ther  lines.  In  tlu-sc-  very  ciiiulilions  wi-  observe  an  editcatidn 
within  itself.  This  is  especially  notable  in  the  constructitm  of  the  twenty  to 
sixty-thousand-dollar  brick  school  buildings  in  the  several  towns.  No  better 
comparison  of  the  relative  conditions  of.  say.  three  periods  in  the  school 
development  of  one  of  our  towns  can  be  made  than  first  a  reference  to  the 
snnll  one-story  frame  school  huildin^,  about  the  size  of  the  usnal  rural 
Mhofd  hnildinji  in  the  country,  first  erected  in  Sheldon  in  1873.  immediately 
as  it  became  a  town :  then  the  second  building,  still  a  wuoden  frame,  but  two 
stories  high,  with  still  the  stove  heat  and  other  items  corresponding,  and 
then  the  final  three-.story  brick  structure,  with  a  heating  plant  alone  whose 
CM«;t  would  have  built  at  least  three  school  buildings  like  the  first  named,  with 
alt  modern  feature^;  that  f^o  with  it.  IVrliaps  at  this  point  we  shovild  make 
note  of  tile  one  great  calamity  to  Sheldon's  tirst  moilern  brick  building, 
which  iras  burned  in  the  year  1904,  it  being  indeed  the  only  large  school 
building  ever  burned  or  destroyed  in  the  county.  We  must  also  note  how, 
like  Chicago.  Ix-forc  the  embers  and  ashes  were  cold,  its  nmre  than  duplicate 

planned  and  carried  at  once  to  cnm])letion.  The  scIiimiI  buildings  and 
e<juipnients  and  pul)]ic  developments,  in  which  we  take  a  pride  and  which 
become  all  but  sacred,  nuiy  meet  with  disaster  and  lie  destroyed,  but  the  ideal 
sentiments  back  of  fhem.  and  the  determination  to  rehabilitate  and  even 
again  enlarge  upon  them,  cannot  be  consumed  or  blotted  out. 

One  item  is  noticeable  in  the  construction  of  all  our  school  buildings  in 
the  several  towns,  namely,  that  they  are  all  built  not  for  a  day.  but.  in  size 
an«l  jiroportions  in  the  different  rooms  and  departments,  for  the  growing 
future  of  the  years  to  come,  h'or  instance,  the  assembly  rcKjms  in  the  several 
buildings,  that  now  perhaps  have  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  seats,  are  in 
fact  built  to  hold  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
with  all  other  details  and  olVices  and  accommodations  to  correspond.  Also, 
for  instance,  while  all  the  towns  in  the  county  do  n<it  at  this  date  conduct 
classes  for  the  girls  in  domestic  science  or  the  art  of  cooking,  or  a  manual 
training  in  the  trades  for  the  boys,  yet  the  rooms  are  provided  for  this  work 
and  the  idea  of  growth  held  out.  which  will  all  come  as  a  certainty  in  due 
time. 

The  high  scluMtl  buililini^s  in  tlie  cornit\'  are  now  also  efpiipped  with 
gynniasiums,  thus  taking  into  ari-innt  the  IienrlilN  of  athletic^,  basket  ;iml 
l>a.se  ball  and  other  games  and,  uKleed.  all  llnjse  features  Ix'longing  to  recrea- 
tion and  building  up  of  the  body.  To  these  may  be  added  the  sundry  con- 
nections of  each  school  through  its  .wveral  teams  for  physical  and  mental 
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contest,  in  their  relations  with  tlie  tlistrict.  state  and  interstate  leagues  rep- 
resenting those  fields. 

The  schools  of  the  county  have  also  made  much  headway  in  meeting  the 
rei|uirenients  of -the  sanitary  laws  and  rules  of  the  state  board  of  health.  At 
this  (late  there  are  alxmt  fifty  modern  heatins^  and  ventilatintj  systems  in  the 
rnra!  sclmol  bnildinj^s  and  many  are  equipped  with  sanitary  drinking  jars 
and  indivi<kial  drinking  cups. 

Our  high  schools  have  not  only  libraries  of  books,  but  are  provided  with 
desirable  daily  newspapers,  county  papers  and  magaxines.  There  are  now 
ten  ness -paijcrs  |>iil)lished  in  the  coimty,  which  contribute  much  to  general 
educational  ati\  antai^es. 

In  addition  l<>  these  direct  scho<jl  equipments,  are  numerous  private 
libraries  in  the  homes,  as  well  as  the  daily  papers  found  there,  with  other 
magazines  and  periodicals  finding  their  way  to  the  school  rooms.  It  is  prob- 
ably a  safe  estimate  to  say  that  close  to  three  thousand  copies  of  daily  papers 
are  taken  in  the  homes  and  ortices  of  the  county. 

D'l'rien  comity  has  its  tnll  share  of  telei)lione^  and  rural  free  deliveries, 
all  furni.shing  inftirtnation  and  educational  advaiUages  not  merely  to  the 
children,  but  their  parents,  and  even  to  the  transimt  within  tiie  county. 

The  lecture  courses  and  diautauquas  have  a  good  showing  in  this 
cotmty.  Indeed  it  is  not  merely  a  blowing,  but  continual  courses  from  \ear 
to  year  nn<l  for  nr»\v  ahoiu  fonrfeen  to  sixteen  \c;ir<  have  l>een  iiel<i  in  the 
larger  ifiwiis,  ami  le^-ir  and  i( irrispoiulinj^  efforts  ni  the  smaller  t.iwns. 
J'ractically  ail  the  leailing  educators,  ministers,  politicians  and  men  of  note 
on  all  lines  have  been  heard  in  one  or  other  of  the  towns  of  the  county. 

We  must  not  omit  the  large  force  of  the  church  as  an  educator.  This 
feature  has  received  its  full  notice  in  the  sundr\  items  of  church  history 
herein  u^iven.  The  local  press,  consisting  at  this  date  of  ten  pa])ers  in  the 
county,  may  well  he  considered  a  part  of  the  educational  features.  The  press 
will  he  noticed  in  a  special  article. 

The  several  county  superintendents  since  1870  have  held  annual  teach- 
ers" institutes,  of  from  one  to  two  weeks.  This  is  in  the  nature  of  a  normal 
training  .school,  coveriir.,'  all  those  general  <|uestions  fonnd  in  the  hitjh  and 
rural  schools,  the  suhiccis  ami  classes  liein!;'  criiiducted  hy  the  connly  su|)er- 
intendent  and  .special  educators  employed,  lor  which  a  fund  is  appnjpnated 
from  the  revenues  of  the  coimty.  This  institute  also  keeps  well  in  hand  all 
those  proper  t>rgani7ations  throughout  the  county  connected  with  school  af- 
fairs, including  their  relations  with  school  officers,  and  other  general  ques- 
tions and  bodies. 
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There  are  also  several  parochial  and  church  schools.  The  German 
Lutiberan  dturch  at  Germantown,  in  Caledonia  township,  has  for  about 
thirty  years  conclucietl  a  parocliial  school  in  connection  with  their  large 
church.  This  school  is  nicthii(iica!l\  arranged  in  t^^rados  and  has  all  the 
facilities  etjiial  to  a  full  his^h  sclnml  cunrse.  iiidccd  many  of  the  liraiichcs 
taught,  including  the  laiiiiuagcs,  the  higher  nuthenuitics,  the  clas>ics  and 
other  higher  sttidies,  lift  it  well  up  to  the  academic  or  even  the  cdlegiate 
standard.  The  township  being  practically  all  German,  that  language  is 
given  precedence.  The  St.  John's  Lutheran  Evangelical  church  in  Center 
tiiwn^hip,  as  likewise  the  (jennan  Lutheran  churches  at  t  alumet  and  Hart- 
Icy,  hold  courses  of  study  and  rct;uUir  school  instruction  in  coiniection  with 
their  churches.  The  Catholic  church,  as  will  he  seen  elsewhere,  does  like- 
wise for  its  people  in  its  various  churches  in  the  county.  The  Friends 
church  in  Highland  township  does  a  similar  work  along  the  lines  of  that 
society. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  eouiUy  .".upcrintendcnts  since 
18O0,  with  the  inclusive  calendar  year>  tluring  which  they  served:  Hanni- 
bal H.  Waterman,  i860;  John  J.  Jenkins,  1861 ;  George  Hoffman,  1862; 
Moses  Lewis,  1863-1868;  Chester  W.  Inman,  1869;  Stephen  Harris,  1870- 

1872:  D.  .\.  \V.  Perkins.  1873:  Jesse  .\.  Smith.  1874-1875:  .\.  P..  Chrysler, 
187^,-1877:  llarlcy  Day.  1 878-1 88 1  ;  David  Algyer.  188J-1887:  C.  II.  Cniw- 
lord,  i888-i8S():  isahella  t'ouaii,  iS<)o-i8(;i;  l-!lla  Seckerson.  189.2-1901; 
Xellic  Jones,  1902-1908;  J.  J.  Billingsly,  1909,  and  still  .serving. 

• 

RURAL  SCHOOLS  GROW  SMALLER  AS  THE  COUNTY  GROWS  OLDER. 

1  he  attendance  in  the  rural  schools  of  O  Bricn  county  is  nuich  snudlcr 
than  fifteen  or  eighteen  years  ago.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  from 
six  to  ten  pupils  in  a  rural  school.  At  this  writing  four  adjacent  schools  in 
the  center  of  the  county  have  fifteen,  thirteen  nine  and  five,  respectively. 
Fifteen  wars  ag<>  many  of  these  same  schools  had  fmm  tweiUy-fi\e  to  thirtv 
or  more.  It  '\<  no  fault  of  the  educational  administration  of  the  ei.iiniv.  or 
lack  of  interest  in  educatioti  on  the  part  of  the  people.  It  is  rather  the  result 
uf  conditions.  The  chiklren  of  the  older  settlers  are  now  grown  up,  with 
families  of  their  own.  Eighteen  years  ago  the  heads  of  these  now  second 
generation  families  were  still  many  of  them  in  the  niral  schools.  IFun(lre«ls 
of  this  second  ,i;enerati<'n  have  durintr  all  the  years  jjone  to  \linn«-sota.  the 
Dc'ikotas.  C  anada  and  everywhere  west,  seeking  the  cheaper  lantls.  and  leav- 
ing the  older  people  in  the  county  with  no  representatives  in  the  schools. 
These  same  conditions  are  true  over  many  parts  of  Iowa. 
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WDIAN  OCCUPANCY  OF  THIS  TERKITORV. 

Ilv  \V    L  Chitk 

This  chapter  will  seek  lu  briedy  show  wiial  iiulian  tribes  once  held  this 
territory  as  their  own,  and  as  to  how  the  white  race  came  into  possessitm 
of  it 

Oi  what  is  termed  the  pre-historic  race  that  inhabited  this  section  of 
the  Xi nthw i-^t,  there  is  but  little  known,  the  only  history  of  this  extinct 
people  being  the  iuoun«ls  and  the  contents  of  the  same.  These  mounds  are 
found  in  many  [>arts  of  Iowa,  a  goodly  number  having  in  recent  years  been 
discovered  and  excavated  in  Gterokee  county,  just  to  the  south  of  O'Brien 
county.  Just  who  these  "Mound  Builders"  were  is  an  unsettled  question 
and  probably  w  ill  so  remain.  I)ut  it  is  certain  that  they  dwelt  here  centuries 
a.ijo  and  were  in  all  prokibility  a  distinct  race  from  the  North  American 
Indian,  as  now  understood.  Those  best  versed  in  such  matters  claim  that 
they  were  froiii  the  fw-ott  Orient,  coming  here  either  as  shipwrecked  sailors, 
or  |X>ssibly  by  true  immigration  from  Asia,  crossing  at  Bering  Strait.  This 
IKopIc  wtrc  doubtless  well  up  in  arts  and  science  for  the  day  in  which  they 
ixistecl.  C  opjK-r  was  niin^-d  and  workeil  in  a  fashion  now  unknown  to  the 
must  skille<|  of  present  artisans.  They  made  implements  of  war  and  had 
elal>oraie  liouse.>,  practiced  dojueslic  econojuy  and  were  probably  the  race 
just  preceding  the  Indians,  the  first  comers  from  Europe  found  here.  (See 
also  the  article  on  like  mounds  in  O'Brien  county.) 

For  more  than  a  century  after  Marrjiiette  and  Joliet  trod  the  soil  of 
Iowa  and  admired  its  fi-rtilc  plaiIl^.  not  a  sin^'le  settlement  was  made  or 
even  attempted:  not  cwu  a  tradinj;  pust  was  establi.slu-d  During  this  time 
the  Illinois  Indians,  once  so  powerful,  gave  up  the  entire  possession  of  this 
"beautiful  land,"  as  the  name  "Iowa"  really  implies,  to  the  Sacs  and  Foxes. 
In  1903.  when  Louisiana  was  purchased  by  the  United  States,  these  two 
tribes,  with  the  lowas.  possessed  the  entire  domain  now  within  the  state  of 
l»>wa.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes  wcupied  almost  all  of  the  state  of  Illinois.  The 
four  most  important  towns  of  the  Sacs  were  along  the  Mississippi,  two  on 
the  east  skle.  one  near  the  mouth  of  the  Upper  low-a  and  one  at  the  head  of 
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ihe  Des  Moines  rapids,  mar  the  present  town  of  Muntrose.  riiuse  uf  the 
Foxes  were,  one  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  just  above  Davenport, 
one  about  twelve  miles  from  the  river,  back  of  the  Dubuque  lead  mines,  and 
one  on  Turkey  river.  The  princii)al  \  illage  of  the  lowas  was  on  the  Dos 
.\h)ines  river,  in  \'an  P.nren  eomUy,  where  louaville  nr>w  stands.  Here  the 
last  great  battle  between  the  Sacs  and  l-'cxe-  and  the  lowas  was  foujjht.  in 
which  Black  Hawk,  then  a  vtHing  man.  commanded  the  attacking  forces. 

The  Sioux  had  the  northern  portion  of  this  .state  and  southern  Minne- 
sota. They  were  a  fierce  and  warlike  nation,  who  often  disputed  i)ossession 
with  tluir  rival>  in  savat,'e  and  l)Io<)(ly  warfare:  luit  finally  a  l)oundary  line 
was  established  hetweiii  tluin  by  tile  government  of  the  Tnited  States.  Thi>- 
was  by  the  treaty  at  I'raine  du  Chien,  in  li^J^.  This,  however,  Ix'cante  the 
source  of  an  mcreased  number  of  quarrels  between  the  tribes,  as  each  tres- 
|iassed,  or  was  thought  to  trespass,  upon  the  rights  of  the  other  side.  In 
1830.  therefore,  the  i;o\ crnnient  created  a  forty-mile  strip  of  neutral  ground 
between  them,  which  policy  proved  to  be  more  successful  in  the  interests  of 
peace. 

Soon  after  the  United  States  acquired  Louisiana,  the  gtjvernnient 
adopted  measures  for  the  exploration  of  the  new  territory,  having  in  view 
the  conciliation  of  the  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  by  whom  it  was  possessed 
and  also  the  selection  of  pro|>er  >ite>  for  military  iK>sts  and  tradinj,^  stations. 
This  wa<  arcf trdintjly  acconiplislud.  Hut  before  the  country  could  ]>o  o|R-ned 
up  for  selllenieiu  i>y  the  whites  it  was  necessary  that  the  Indian  titles  should 
he  extinguished  and  that  people  removed.  When  the  government  assumed 
control  of  the  country  l>y  virtue  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  nearly  all  Iowa 
was  in  |)ossessir)n  of  the  .^acs  and  Foxes,  at  whose  head  stood  the  rising, 
daring,  intellectual  Black  Hawk.  On  N'oveniber  ^.  if<04.  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  these  tribes  by  which  they  ceded  to  tlie  L'niteil  States  the  Illinois 
side  of  the  Mississippi  in  consideration  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars  worth  of  goods  then  delivered  and  an  annui^  of  one 
thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  in  goods  at  cost;  but  old  Black  Hawk  always 
niaintaiiK'd  that  the  chiefs  who  entered  into  that  compact  acted  without  au- 
thority and  that  therefore  the  treaty  was  not  bindino;.  The  first  fort  on 
Iowa  soil  was  Imilt  at  I'ort  Madison.  .\  sliort  time  hiiore  a  military  ]K»st 
was  fixed  at  Warsaw,  Illinois,  and  named  Fort  Edwards.  These  enterprises 
caused  mistnist  among  the  Indian  tribes.  Indeed  Fort  Madison  was  located 
in  vk>lation  of  the  treaty  of  1804.  The  Indians  sent  delegations  to  the 
whites  at  tlu  >e  forts  to  learn  what  they  were  doing  and  what  they  intended. 
On  being  "intonned"  that  those  structures  were  merely  trading  posts  they 
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were  iiKrcdiiluii>  and  l;ccainc  more  and  mure  suspicious.  L»lack  llauk, 
therefore,  led  a  party  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Madison  and  attenii>ted  its 
destruction,  but  a  premature  attack  by  him  caused  his  failure. 

In  1812,  \vhc!i  .1  iknlarL-d  between  tli  -  (ountry  and  I-'ngland. 

HIack  [lawk  and  hand  allied  th(.iii>flves  with  the  l'.riti>h.  partly  In-caiise 
they  were  (hizzled  In  their  promises,  hut  lUMstly,  pcrha[)s.  hccause  they  had 
been  tleceived  by  the  Americans.  Black  tiawk  said  plainly  that  the  latter 
fact  was  the  cause.  A  portion  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  however,  headed  by 
Keokuk  ("Watchful  Fox'*),  could  not  be  persuaded  into  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  they  Ijeinjj  disposed  to  stand  by  the  treaty  of  1804.  The 
Indians  were  therefore  divided  into  the  '"war"  and  "peace"  parties.  On 
I'llack  Hawk's  return  frtnu  the  British  army  he  s;tys  he  was  introduced  to 
Keokuk  as  the  war  chief  of  the  braves  then  in  that  village.  On  inquiry  as 
to  how  he  became  chief,  there  were  given  him  the  particulars  of  his  having 
killed  a  Siou.v  in  battle,  which  fact  placed  him  among  the  warriors,  and  of 
his  having  heade«l  an  expedition  in  defense  of  their  village  at  IVoria.  In 
person,  Keokuk  wa>  tall  an<l  of  stately  bearing  and  in  speech  he  was  .1  i;cini 
ine.  though  uneducated,  orator.  He  never  mastered  the  English  language, 
hence  his  bi(»gra])hers  have  never  been  able  to  do  his  character  justice.  He 
was  a  friend  of  the  United  States  government  and  ever  tried  to  persuade  the 
Indians  that  it  was  useless  to  try  to  attack  a  nation  so  powerful  as  that  of 
the  United  States. 

The  treaty  of  1X04  was  renewed  in  iSiO.  wliiih  Black  Hawk  himself 
.signed:  but  he  afterwards  held  that  he  was  deceiveil  and  that  the  treaty 
was  not  even  yet  binding.  But  there  was  no  further  serious  trouble  with 
the  Indians  until  the  noted  Black  Hawk  war  of  1832.  all  of  which  took  place 
in  WiM-ofisin  and  IPinois,  with  ihe  eNjiected  rej<ult.  the  defeat  and  capture 
of  <i!d  Black  Hawk  and  the  final  rej)nKion  of  all  the  hostile-  Fndiruis  west  of 
the  .Mississippi  river.    Black  Hawk  die<l  in  at  his  home  in  this  state, 

and  was  intried  there,  but  his  remains  were  afterward  placed  in  a  museum 
of  the  Ilibtorical  Society,  where  they  were  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire. 

More  or  less  affecting  the  territory  now  included  within  the  state  of 
Iowa,  fifteen  ire.iiiis  have  lieen  tnade  and  an  outline  is  here  given:  In 
!^^n4.  when  tl.e  v, bites  agreed  not  to  settle  west  of'  the  Mississip|)i  ,,u  liulian 
lands:  in  1815.  with  the  Sioux,  ratifying  peace  with  (ireat  Britain  and  ihc 
United  States:  with  the  Sacs  a  treaty  of  similar  nature  and  also  ratifying 
that  of  1804,  the  Tnflians  agreeing  not  to  join  their  brethren  who  under 
Black  Hawk  had  aided  the  British:  with  the  Fo.xes,  ratifving  the  treatj'  of 
1804.  the  Indians  agreeing  to  defiver  up  all  prisoners;  and  with  the  lowas  a 
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treaty  of  tricndshii);  in  i8j6,  with  the  Sacs  of  Rock  River,  ratifying  the 
treaty  of  1804;  in  1824,  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  the  latter  relinquishing 
all  their  lands  in  Missouri  and  that  portion  of  the  southeast  comer  of  Iowa 

known  as  the  "Hal f-hrciii  Trail"  was  set  nff  to  the  half-breeds;  in  1825, 
placinj,'  a  houmlary  liiii-  l)ct\\cin  llio  Sacs  and  Ff)\es  on  the  south  and  the 
Sionx  nil  tlif  north:  in  1.S30,  whin  iht-  lim-  was  widened  to  forty  miles.:  also 
in  the  same  year  with  the  several  triUs.  who  cede*!  a  large  portion  of  their 
possessions  in  the  western  part  of  the  state;  in  1832,  with  the  Winnebagoes, 
exchanging  lands  with  them  and  providing  a  school,  etc.,  for  them;  also  in 
the  same  year,  the  "Black  Hawk  Purchase"  was  made,  of  about  six  million 
acres,  also  a!'>iii;:  the  wrst  side  of  tlie  Mississijipi  from  the  southern  line  of 
Iowa  to  the  inmitli  n{  the  loua  ri\fr:  in  1S36.  with  the  Sacs  and  I'oxes. 
ceding  Keokuk's  Reserve  to  ilie  Lnitcd  States;  in  1837,  with  the  .same,  when 
another  slice  of  territory  comprising  i.j 50.000  acres  adjoining  west  of  the 
foregoing  tract,  was  obtained:  also  in  the  same  year,  when  these  Indians 
gave  up  all  their  lands  allowed  them  under  former  treaties:  and  finally,  in 
1842,  v\  lien  they  relinquished  their  title  to  all  their  lands  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river. 

Thus  it  has  been  shown  how  the  white  men  came  into  possession  of 
that  portion  of  Iowa  in  which  O'Brien  county  is  situated.  The  Indians  were 
all  gone  before  the  first  settlement  was  effected  here,  hence  the  pioneer  here 

did  not  have  other  (rouble  than  a  little  scare  and  some  cruel  tlei)redations 
committed  by  the  iiidixi-thirsty  Sioux  when  on  the  warpath  from  Stuithland 
and  Cherokee  to  the  .scene  of  the  awful  massacre  at  Spirit  Lake  in  April, 
1857.  and  all  of  which  took  place  in  Waterman  township.  This  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

On  reading  of  the  horror  of  the  Spirit  Lake,  or  rather  the  West 
Okiiboji,  m;i<sacre  in  1^57.  the  year  followiiijr  the  ciMiiinjj  m'  Hannibal 
W'ateriiian.  or  .»f  the  still  worse  deefls  that  followed  at  New  l  liii  in  Minne- 
sota, and  when  we  recall  that  those  sanie  Indians  were  at  Mr.  Waterman's 
but  a  few  days  before,  we  may  well  wonder  whether,  had  our  county  been- 
hut  a  few  years  farther  along  in  settlement,  would  not  O'Brien  county  have 
perhaps  been  the  scene  of  like  tragedies.  It  must  be  remembered  tliat  these 
.^ame  Indians  hail,  tiic  fa'l  licforc.  in  iS^fi.  pa^^scd  down  from  Minnesota 
])ast  Sjiirit  Lake.  tliron;jli  the  nei.t(lii>orni.L;  (  lay  county,  throiif^li  IVterson. 
with  stop^  at  Mr.' Waterman's,  thence  on  to  .Smithland.  as  likewise  several 
detachtnents  of  them  even  down  as  far  as  Sac  and  other  counties.  It  seems 
now  generally  conceded  that  on  the  road  down  they  were  friendly,  but  that 
the  citizens  of  Smithland  acted  unwisely  in  killing  the  game  of  the  Indian.s, 
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which  they  had  so  laboriously  corralled  and  expected  to  kill  for  their  winter's 
supply,  and  then  when  this  was  done,  and  the  Smithland  people  became 

t'riLrhtined  ami  took  a\va\  tlicir  guns,  the  Indians  pushed  thrcnifjh  that  terri- 
h\v  vviiitt-r  i>f  185^;.  with  llu-ir  vavaye  idea  of  holdin^^  all  \\h\xv  itidi- 
vidiiallv  rev]ti>ii^il)le.  it  is  scarce  to  Iw  wondered  at  that  the  innocent  victims 
at  Spirit  Lake  Mittered. 

One  incident  occttrred  in  Peterson  which  perhaps  contributed,  though 
probably  no  one  was  to  blame.  It  seems  that  on  the  road  down  from  Minne- 
sota, one  of  tlic  s(>ita\vs  got  vcr\  >ick  at  rcterson.  Her  comixany  left  her  at 
the  hi'Jiie  lit  '  111  l-atlicr  I'ickiu-ll.  She  \va>  there  a  month  an(h  i;ot  wi-ll.  The 
winter  wa-^  dreadfully  "^c-vcre.  I'ood  su])i)lies  had  to  hi-  lianled  from  Fort 
Dodge  or  Sac  City.  The  question  was  serious,  lilven  an  addition  of  one 
person  in  a  family  was  serious.  This  squaw  was  told  she  must  move  on 
and  join  her  people.  She  started  to  do  so  across  the  country.  This,  how- 
ever, was  no  more  than  was  often  done  hy  the  Indian  women.  The  snow 
that  winter  wa<  unnsnally  deep.  Her  hones  or  remains  were  found  hy  the 
Indians  in  the  sprinf^  on  their  road  hack  to  .Minnesota.  This  enraged  them. 
One  Indian  was  kille<I  in  Clay  county.  This  did  not  tend  to  preserve  their 
peace.  Other  items  happened,  as  Mr.  Waterman  states  in  his  narrative. 
The  Indians  were  not  wholly  in  the  wron^^.  I.nckily  for  the  peace  of  O'Brien 
county.  Mr.  Waterman  was  the  onlv  citizen  and.  thoinL^li  nnifjhly  used  hy 
them,  esrajied.  lucky  even  that  he  couhl  "huy  his  own  iiun  hack."  Thus  it  is 
that  the  specific  Indian  incidents  directly  relatuig  to  this  county  are  meaj{er. 
from  the  one  £act  lAat  there  was  but  one  cttixen  here.  (See  also  the  narra- 
tive of  Mr.  Waterman,  and  also  the  article  on  Prdiistoric  Fortilicatimis  and 
Indian  Burial  Moimds  in  the  county.)  The  Spirit  I.-ake  massacre  excited 
the  people  to  that  extent  that  Mr.  Waterman  was  urped  to  move  his  family 
to  I'eter^on  as  a  hetter  protection  not  only  to  his  family,  but  also  as  an  aid 
to  the  Peterson  people. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

HEMIMSCEXCES  OK  EARLY  PJOXEER  DAYS  IK  O^BRIEN  COUNTY. 

By  Mm.  Rnmit  Whrr-li-r  WimuIx 

I  laving'  bccii  reqnestfd  tu  write  a  tew  pages  <>i  reminiscences  ot  early 
tla\s  ill  U  Brieii  county,  1  consentetl  to  make  the  effort.  Authorities  detine 
the  word  reminiscence :  "The  recalling  to  mind  of  ideas  or  impressions  for- 
merly received  or  forgotten ;  a  statement  of  what  one  recollects  or  remem- 
Ijers."  Another.  "  \  narrative  of  pajst  incidents^  events  and  characteristicif 
within  I'lH-'s  |KT-oiial  kiiuu  U-dge."' 

In  the  -ettleinent  of  a  new  country,  as  in  cverylhini^  else,  there  is  the 
■"beginning  of  things."  It  is  of  these  1  am  to  write,  running  over  the  years 
from  1869  to  1881,  inchisix'e.  It  will  be  simply  a  skimming  over  the  years, 
stopping  only  to  record  the  events  that  had  a  share  in  shaping  the  life  of  the 
people  who  had  come  here  to  make  their  homes,  with  an  occ  asional  incident 
in  passing".  1  rcfjret  that  in  this  story  s<i  nnich  nf  tlie  ])ers'>nal  element  must 
enter  in.  and  rei^ret  also  that  1  camiot  ijive  i^hmpses  at  least  of  the  self  sac- 
rificing. Iio.sjjitable  and  noble-hearted  i^ople,  women  and  men.  who  laid  the 
fotmdations  of  our  beloved  county,  under  some  such  unfortunate  conditions. 

In  April.  1869.  a  party  of  four  men.  with  a  camping  outfit,  left  Daven- 
port for  northwestern  hiwa,  to  look  up  lands  o\^  ned  by  parties  in  Daven- 
port and  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  ami  also  t<i  select  land  for  future  purchase. 
The  man  in  charge  hatl  been  in  the  real  estate  Imsiness  for  years,  had  traveled 
over  much  of  the  state,  but  never,  he  thought.  Iiad  seen  anything  so  fine  as 
O'Brien  county,  and  soim  decided  to  seaire  a  claim  for  himself.  The  other 
three  decided  to  do  the  same  thing.  Section  8,  township  94,  range  39. 
Waterman,  was  selected,  each  man  takinsj  a  (piarter  section.  They  at  once 
built  a  "M>d  shanty,"  in  the  center  of  the  section,  and  broke  up  a  few  acres 
on  each  «|uarter  section.  As  one  of  the  parties  was  pronnnently  identified 
with  the  happenings  I  have  to  relate  I  have  been  thus  explicit.  The  men 
were  \V.  Huston  Woods,  real  estate  agent  and  surveyor;  L.  A.  Worth,  a 
cousin,  who  came  for  a  hunt  ami  became  a  citizen;  Ed.  A.  Nissen.  who  was 
the  excellent  cook  of  the  outfit,  and  who  later  was  sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
George  Bell,  teamster. 
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W  hen  those  im-n  di-cidcd  to  take  claims  they  went  to  the  villa;j;e  of 
()  llrieii,  tile  count)  ^cat.  They  were  very  ciirlly  told  that  "there  was  not  a 
loot  ul  vacant  laud  in  the  county,  and  this  in  lace  of  the  fact  that  there  was 
not  a  human  being  in  the  county,  outside  of  the  h'ttle  town.  However,  the 
plats  of  the  county,  just  secured  from  the  land  oflkc  in  Sioux  City,  told  a 
somewhat  different  story,  ljut  upon  close  examination  they  were  surprised 
to  liud  that  nearly  tliree-t'ourlh-  of  the  eoniity  had  heen  dispiKed  of  in  rail- 
road land  grants  and  to  colKges.  ete.,  while  live  towndiips  ha<l  lieen  entered 
solidly  in  the  .si.\tic>.  It  was  found  that  in  \\  alcrinan  township,  in  which 
the  little  town  was  hicated,  there  remained,  all  told,  only  about  five  sections, 
out  of  thirty-six.  o|)en  to  settlement.  /\11  efforts  to  see  the  county  books 
were  fruitless  and  it  \\  a>  several  months  he  fore  they  came  to  view.  These 
men  were  considered  and  treated  a>  intnulers.  The  persistent  deniamis  for 
the  count)  l)ook>.  which  Mr.  \\  ckj<1s  wished  to  see  in  the  iiUerests  of  the 
men  w  ho  >e>tl  him  here,  made  an  enemy  of  the  clerk  who  was  placed  in  the 
(»ffice  to  do  the  work.  R.  B.  Crego  was  the  treasurer,  but  he  was  nfit  the 
man  behind  this  clerk  and  who  perhaps  compelled  him  to  do  as  he  did.  The 
surveyor  had  no  time  to  improve  his  claim.  In  the  latter  part  of  July,  in 
response  to  letters,  the  writer  had  packed  a  Iiox  of  thin|e;s  needed,  among 
ihem  a  griiulstone.  1  hllcd  up  the  tK>.\  witii  a  few  things  which  would  "come 
handy."  and  also  packed  in  a  trtmk,  a  catalog,  a  guitar  and  piUow.  and  some 
necessities.  On  a  certain  day  we  met  Mr.  Woods  at  a  station  on  the  Rode 
Island  Railroad  due  south  from  ()T?rien  cointty.  "We  are  on  the  way  to 
our  new  home  "  "Impossible.  "  was  the  reply,  "there  is  nothini;  tor  you 
there:  w.iit  until  next  sprintj.'"  When,  a  few  days  later,  the  spring  waj^on. 
with  "Hell"  and  "Ed"  to  draw  it.  started  north,  there  was  a  large  l)o.\,  and 
trunk,  and  a  woman  and  boy  beside  the  driver.  Sleeping  on  the  ground  at 
night,  with  game  cooked  on  .sticks  by  the  fire,  we  had  a  glorious  trip.  In 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Woods,  the  hoys  had  put  up  a  shed  long  enough  to  ac- 
comniodatc  twcnty-t'ne  horses.  The\  had  cut  down  on  a  side  hill  on  the 
west,  and  it  wa-'  open  to  the  east  and  also  on  the  south  and  north,  and  closed 
by  a  long  havstack.  The  uprights  were  cut  from  the  timber  on  the  Little 
Sioux  river.  The  north  end  was  cut  off  from  the  main  part  by  rubber 
blankets,  .sacks  of  grain,  and  boxes  were  the  seats.  The  east  side  of  this 
annex  being  open,  a  small  cook  stove  stood  at  the  very  edge,  with  one  joint 
of  pipe  and  an  elliow  w  hich  was  turned  as  needed  to  keej)  the  .smoke  out.  In 
this  primitive  shelter,  proljably  hundreds  of  men.  women  and  children  slept 
during  the  first  few  years  of  settlement  and  numberless  horses  were  sheltered 
in  a  like  manner. 


Digitized  by  Google 


o'bRIEN  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


207 


'I'lic  first  (iny  tlit-  uriti-r  '-])i'nt  mi  this  claim  tui  st-ciion  8  (adjoining  the 
present  Sutheriantl ) .  was  the  day  ot  the  total  ecHpse  ol'  the  sun,  August  7. 
i8<K».  and  nowhere  was  it  more  pcrlcct  than  here.  My  hu-»haiul  and  I  were 
alone  on  that  vast  prairie,  and  we  watched  the  magnificent  pageant  with  awe 
and  reverence.  As  the  darlcness  closed  about  us  and  the  air  grew  chill, 
there  came  a  feeling  of  dependi  n  t  ;i])on  the  Creator  never  felt  before,  and 
as  the  blessed  sunlight  returned  our  hearts  were  filled  with  joy  and  thanks- 
gixiug.    This  wa>  my  I)aptisin  into  a  new  life  in  more  senses  than  one. 

.\s  the  darknes>  passed  we  were  touched  on  the  shoulder  and.  turning, 
found  our  horses  had  come  from  across  the  creek»  and  so  quietly  we  had 
not  heard  them.  They  were  looking  to  us  for  protection,  as  we  had  looked 
to  a  higher  power. 

Thi<  uvMith  of  August  was  most  remarkalilc  in  the  astronomical  world. 
W'e  sal  in  the  evenings,  in  the  little  aiuiex.  in  the  dark,  ami  watched  tlie 
planet  Jupiter  sweep  up  from  bchitid  the  hills  unto  the  heavens,  magnificent 
beyond  words,  singing  and  talking  meanwhile:  then  going  up  the  hill  to  our 
sleeping  apartment  (a  covered  wagon  bed  set  up  from  the  ground),  we 
would  stand  awhile  looking  11  to  the  starlit  sky  so  beautiful.  We  could 
then  understand  how  tlio-,e  nKl  Aryans  in  the  Indus  mountains  worshipped 
the  over-arching  sky  which  >\nn  ihem  in  each  tiighl.  it  was  in  this  way  we 
entered  the  simple  life  of  the  pioneer. 

A  few  .settlers  had  come  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  On  the  first  Simday 
after  our  arrival  the  first  informal  recejjtion  was  held,  proljably  the  first  in 
llu'  county.  The  "boys"  by  this  time  had  met  all  the  luighliors.  and  some- 
how it  had  got  noise<l  aliont  that  a  new  WDUian  had  arri\ed.  Ihev  began 
coming  in  the  morning,  and  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the  la.st  of 
them  drove  up,  the  Dan  Inman  family.  They  came  on  horseback,  and  with 
these,  learns  and  ox  teams.  Among  these  last  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Jor- 
dan, whose  journey  to  this  count>  behind  those  oxen  was  their  bridal  trip. 
I  was  ^reatW  iuterotefl  in  tliciu  all:  they  were  ti>  be  our  neighlvirs  and.  we 
lio|ied,  nur  frientls.  "Dutch  IVcd."  or  I'red  I'eldman.  the  one  man  who 
had  no  office,  being,  as  he  said,  "De  beeples,"  came  with  his  faithful  dt)g 
"Buny-Parte."  In  the  intonation  of  his  voice  and  expression  of  his  face 
one  could  feel  the  scorn  which  this  German  exile  felt  for  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte lust  how  Mr.  Nissen  managed  to  secure  refreshments  for  all  those 
j>C(>ple  has  always  been  a  mystery,  with  the  nearest  store  seventy-five  miles 
away;  hut  he  did  it  and  all  was  merry  and  gay.  He  served  the  coffee  in  tin 
cups,  without  cream,  and  probably  short  cakes  on  tin  plates,  but  with  the 
same  cautious  manner  as  at  home  serving  a  large  company  from  a  full  larder. 
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This  little  village  of  O'Brien,  the  county  seat.  I  can  see  yet,  as  I  Arst 
saw  it.  There  was  a  *'square,"  around  which  on  each  side  was  a  road  or 
street;  across  each  strert  there  wen-  one  ur  two  lir>i]sis,  built  of  CDttonworMl 
logs.  A  new  house  built  for  Major  liiman  hy  Mr.  Husted  was  the  most 
prctcf.lious.  This  was  used  as  a  hotel,  the  Major,  witlj  his  youtig  wife, 
living  there  also.  On  this  same  side  was  the  "log  court  house."  On  the 
other  side  was  the  hoinc  of  R.  B.  Crego,  and  on  another  that  of  Archihald 
Mm  ray.  Xot  far  away  was  the  li  nisc  of  Mr.  Parsons.  And  tlu  rc  v  .o  a 
small  blacksmith  siio]),  as  I  recall,  aiul  this  was  the  town.  Just  at  tlu-  cdtje  of 
tlic  county  line  toward  Peterson  lived  Mr.  Parish.  The  memory  of  this 
family  is  one  of  the  sweetest  of  that  time,  it  was  a  log  cabin,  but  siioilcssly 
dean.  Mrs.  Parish,  a  beautiful,  refined  lady,  was  fading  a\\a\  with  con- 
sumption. The  srms  and  daughters  were  interesting:  one  of  them  later  vas 
Mrs.  I(.  I*  Smith,  late  of  Prinighar.  H.  1'.  Smith,  Kd  Parker.  George  Hil- 
len.  lolni  Pumphrey.  Mike  {)"Xeal  and  john  Patchin  were  the  yonnL;  men 
who  made  their  homes  with  C  rego'>.  .Xrchibabl  .Murray's  and  at  the  hotel 
kept  by  lloel  Ciibbs.  During  the  summer  the  Clark  CIreen  family  and  their 
relatives.  Mr.  Wtfars  and  Len  Dick  and  Cal  and  Jacob  Wagoner,  came, 
riark  (ireen  o|)ene(l  a  store  in  one  end  of  .\rchibald  Murray's  house.  W. 
H.  Baker  lived  no;  far  a\\ay.  This  same  fall  came  also  William  S.  I'uller. 
.Krchibaid  .McDoniM,  and  Jim  Wilson  li\i<l  in  a  shantv  in  the  timber, 
"tirandpap  ■  W  ears,  l.en  Dick  and  Hen  llpper.Mju  in  another  and  Cal  and 
Jake  Wagj^ner,  John  Patchin  and  Mike  O'Xeal  in  another.  This  combina- 
tion of  "holes  in  the  bank"  was  called  Larrapyville  by  Peter  McCrea.  They 
cut  loj4>  and  hauled  to  the  Peterson  saw  mill  and  sold  to  Crego  an<I  otlu  rs. 

Sepiember  <>l  this  year  was  rainy.  an<l  winter  -ct  in  early.  On  llie  'ith 
ilav  oi  (  )etober  the  ground  was  frozen  hard  and  remained  so  nntii  '.pring. 
Uelnrning  lo  I)a\cMi)orl  in  late  .Septemi)er.  we  fell  when  we  reached  the 
old  home  surroundings  we  could  never  leave  them  again.  But  in  a  few 
weeks  the  lure  of  the  prairie  was  so  strong  that,  in  .spite  of  all  protests,  I 
returned  with  my  husliatKl  in  December.  The  railroad  was  then  within  six 
miles  of  Cherokee  After  snp|>cr  we  started  for  home  .Soon  the  li>\\-lvinj; 
clouds  in  the  north  ^rvw  gray  and  the  snow  began  to  fall  so  thickly  as  to 
cover  the  track  made  in  a  moment.  The  horses  were  given  the  rein  to  select 
the  nxtd.  but  they  nnild  not  face  the  storm.  Turning  alxiut,  they  trotted 
aloi^  and  .suddenly  stop])ed.  W  e  called  out  and  a  woman  opened  the  door 
and  sai<l  "come  right  in"  This  was  the  only  ])lace  lietwecn  Cherokee  and 
D  l'rien  and  we  must  ha\e  peri>.lied  but  for  tluni  It  was  the  home  of  \]r. 
.Sieinhotf.  .-evenly-tive  years  old.  who  with  hi>  son  antl  daughter  antl  mother, 


Digitized  by  Google 


O'StOEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


209 


ninety-rive  \ears  ukl.  made  up  the  family.  Their  home  was  just  prairie  hay, 
fixed  up  with  sticks  in  some  way,  and  they  must  have  perished  that  long 
winter  had  it  not  been  for  George  Benson,  who  took  them  over  to  his  cabin 
across  the  way.  Mr.  Benson  now  lives  in  Sutherland. 

The  "boys"  had  put  up  a  small  cabin  on  the  hillside,  not  quite  ten  feet 
square  and  near  the  shed.  It  was  (hicj  into  the  side  hill  on  (he  west  and 
north,  and  hatl  one  window  on  the  east  and  a  door  in  the  south.  There  were 
two  sleeping  bunks  on  the  side  wail,  a  small  table,  box  seats,  a  little  coal  sto\e 
and  a  chest  between  the  bunks  and  the  stove,  which  made  a  seat  for  two. 
During  that  winter  letters  were  written  to  the  Davenport  Gasette,  telling  of 
the  new  northwest  cr>untry.  Soon  letters  began  to  pour  in  from  Durant, 
Wilton  Junction,  W  est  Lihertv  and  many  other  places.  In  the  Dcs  Moiitrs 
Ri'oistcr  one  day  there  was  a  notice  that  a  bill  had  been  jjresented  to  the 
Legislature  to  bond  the  indebtedness  of  the  counties  in  northwest  Iowa. 
Very  soon  Mr.  Woods  received  instructions  to  have  a  reputable  attorney  go 
to  0*Brien  from  some  place  and  go  through  the  county  books.  Of  course  it 
was  not  known  that  he  had  any  connection  with  that  meddler  and  rascal 
WofKls?  The  record  ot  that  work  wa*;  copied  in  that  little  cabin  and  the 
record  itself  sent  to  the  parties  wh»j  ordered  it  atid  paid  for  it. 

In  early  March,  1870,  a  young  man  in  Sioux  City  named  Fred  Beach, 
coming  out  to  take  a  claim,  left  O'Brien  in  the  morning  to  walk  out  to  our 
place,  seven  miles.  The  grouml  was  c.  >\  ered  with  snow.  Knowing  nothing 
of  the  country,  he  dii!  nut  imderstand  directions,  and  went  up  to  Dan  Tn- 
man's,  who  was  then  living  on  his  claim  uj)  on  Waterman  creek.  .Xf^ain  he 
failed  to  understand  instructions  and  took  the  south  creek  instead,  which 
would  have  brought  htm  to  us.  The  snow  fell  so  thick  and  fast  in  the  after- 
noon, with  no  roads,  the  poor  boy,  unused  to  all  the  hardship,  tramped  all 
day,  had  passed  within  half  a  mile  of  us  and  on  to  perhaps  seven  miles  a\\  a\ . 
when  strcnirth  uave  out  and  he  fell  upon  his  face  and  «>  riied  A  little  doi,^ 
some  friend  liail  sent  to  Mr.  W'io<N,  he  carried  inside  his  overcoat,  and 
where  if  died  later.  a>  his  tracks  were  all  aroutul  poor  h'red  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  next  morning  it  was  eighteen  degrees  below  zero.  The  next  day 
William  E.  Baldwin,  of  Sioux  City,  came  out  to  go  over  his  claim  and  asked 
about  Fred.  They  at  once  began  a  .search  for  him.  The  ne.xt  ni<irning 
nearly  all  the  men  in  O'T^rien  came  out  and  joined  in  the  .search.  The  air 
was  full  of  snow  and  it  was  so  haz\'  that  men  looked  like  posts.  The  storm 
increased  s(j  rapidly  that  they  gathered  into  that  little  cabin.  We  had  some 
liacon  and  coffee  and  I  had  baked  up  the  last  of  the  flour  that  morning.  But 
(14) 


Digitized  by  Google 


2IO 


o'bRIBN  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


1  did  not  dare  to  let  them  go  out  without  their  dinner.  Mr.  Woods  was  the 
last  to  come  and  he  was  all  but  exhausted.   I  would  not  hear  to  their  going 

ntitil  Mr.  W'oikIs  came  in,  but  as  soon  as  he  came  they  pre|>are<l  to  go.  "al- 
though we  tried  to  have  them  stay.  They  all  started  to  the  sleitjhs.  hut  two 
of  them  failed  to  reach  them  and  came  hack  and  had  u<  reinain  three  rlays 
until  the  storm  ahated.  The  supplies  sent  for  had  \kv\\  forgotten  and  had 
been  left  in  O'Brien,  but  wc  had  some  wheat  for  the  spring  planting  and  we 
cooked  that.  The  thought  of  Fred  was  uppermost  in  mind,  and  for  a  month 
Mr  W  iHids  kept  up  the  search,  going  each  day  in  the  direction  w  e  heard  the 
wolves  ilie  niirlit  before.  It  was  a  month  Iwfore  he  was  fonnd.  and  then  the 
snow  had  melted  so  that  our  nei^dibors.  a  mile  away  aero---;  the  creek,  had 
to  go  three  or  four  miles  to  gei  o\er  the  >iream.  .Nearly  cverylwdy  in  the 
countiy  were  at  the  funeral.  The  peoi)le  who  went  to  O'Brien  in  that  storm 
would  have  perished  had  it  not  been  for  Sylvester  Parish,  a  man  with  such 
a  keen  observation  and  a  long  experience  on  the  prairie  tliat  in  that  traveler's 
waste  of  snow  he  ke])t  the  ])roper  liearings  an<l,  with  Mr.  Waterman  to  drive 
the  team,  ihey  reached  their  homes  in  safety.  The  men  who  came  (»ut  to  us 
at  that  perilous  time  were,  as  I  remember,  Hoel  Gibbs.  Russell  G.  Allen. 
George  Parker,  Lionel  Worth,  John  Patchin,  Henry  (Hank)  Smith,  Horace 
Gilbert.  George  Younde,  Geoi^  Hillen  (the  two  who  remained).  Uncle 
George  Johnson,  who  had  just  come  to  the  coimtry.  and  the  names  of  others 
I  cannot  recall.  I  think  there  were  several  more.  in<|tiest  was  held  in 
Liberty  township,  where  Fred  was  f(»uud.  .\  bill  of  expenses  gives  the  names 
of  the  jurors  as  T.  J.  Field,  Aaron  Brown  and  A.  Caldwell,  witnesses.  John 
Richardson,  Sidney  Viers  and  C.  Fields,  and  the  name  of  the  coroner  not 
gi\  en.  date  April  9,  1870.  For  years  the  lights  were  set  in  the  windows  on 
dark  nights. 

Letter^,  were  comni).;  in  rapidly  relating  to  lands.  The  lands  in  the 
county  were  not  in  the  market  for  pre-emption,  homesteads  or  purcha.sc  until 
the  6th  day  of  July,  1870.  Again  and  again  Mr.  Woods  told  the  settler  that 
it  was  of  no  use  to  go  until  that  day  to  Sioux  City  to  secure  the  claims  upon 
which  they  had  filed.  They  went  on  and  securetl  their  papers,  and  the  in- 
dignatirm  of  some  of  theiti  wa<  so  great  against  him  (of  course  he  wanted 
all  that  land  himself)  that  they  organized  to  do  him  iMxIily  barm.  Mr. 
W'oihIs.  who  look  out  pajiers  for  several  i)arties.  spoke  often  of  what  a 
calamity  woiUd  soon  come  upon  the  coimt>  for  tifty  or  sixty  homesteaders 
to  loiie  their  claims  or  be  compelled  to  buy  off  those  who  on  the  morning  of 
the  fith  of  July  laid  money  against  them.  In  September  or  October  of  1871 
Mr.  Woods  learned,  while  he  was  filing  papers  in  Sioux  City,  that  patents 
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were  alxjiit  lo  ijc  issued  lur  lamls  near  us.  Asking  for  a  list  ot  llic  lands,  he 
received  it,  and  while  making  a  copy  of  same  heard  suggestions  made  that 
reacted  serioosly  upon  the  one  who  made  them.  Without  waiting  to  conclude 

his  own  business,  Mr.  Woods  rctnnitd  to  the  county,  went  to  the  home  of  J. 
C.  Doling,  who  came  home  witli  Mr.  W  cxxls  and  spent  the  tiight  with  us  at  our 
home.  In  the  early  morning  they  Icit  lor  .^ioux  City  and  went  at  once  to 
Joy  &  Wright,  attorneys,  who  told  them  to  organize  and  make  the  fight 
together,  that  it  would  take  an  act  of  Congress  and  a  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Doling  at  once  returned  home  and  sent  word  to  all  those  who  were  in  the 
list  .Mr.  Woods  hud  given  him  to  meet  at  Payne's  store  and  they  organized 
the  "O'P.rion  ("ounty  Land  I.cagiu',"  witli  |.  C.  Doling.  ])rc-Ni(U-nt.  and  Rd. 
C  Brown,  .secretary.  There  were  sixty-one  homesteads  involved,  and  all 
joined  but  one.  and  he  was  the  only  one  to  lose  his  homestead. 

But  to  go  back  to  1870.  A  man  appeared  one  day  with  a  shovel,  with 
a  tin  pail  hung  on  it,  over  his  shoulder.  He  wished  to  locate  a  claim  in 
Baker  township.  Mr.  Woods  had  other  parties  to  locate  first,  so  he  would 
have  t')  nmain  a  few  days.  He  wanted  to  do  some  work  to  help  pay  for  the 
surveymg.  My  father  suggestetl  next  morning  that  he  might  rt.\  some  horse 
troughs.  He  said  that  "it  was  his  Sunday"  and  he  should  not  work.  The 
next  morning  he  was  ready  to  work,  when  my  father  told  him  it  "was  his 
S'inday,"  so  between  them  the  work  was  never  done.  It  left  an  item  to 
laugh  ovtT. 

In  the  earl\  fall  I  ictunu'd  to  Davenport.  Mr.  \\4io(ls  had  i)ai(l  .Mr. 
Crcgo  for  hrick  to  buikl  a  house  and  they  were  hauled  up  to  the  place,  but 
were  found  to  be  wordiless.  So  another  log  catnn  was  built,  this  time  on  the 
homestead.  While  in  Da^'cnport  I  had  disposed  of  everything  diat  I  thought 
we  could  do  without  and  shipped  the  rest  to  O'Brien  county,  including  the 
piano  and  library,  each  of  which  I  believe  were  the  first  to  reach  the  county. 
When  1  reached  here  later  the  goods  were  in  tlie  cabin,  but  there  was  hardly 
room  to  sit  down,  so  some  of  the  things  helped  to  furnish  other  cabins. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  1870  my  father,  Daniel  H.  Wheeler,  and  I  came 
down  from  William  E.  Baldwin's,  three  miles  away  in  Highland  township 
(they  built  the  first  cabin  in  that  township).  My  father  wore,  as  he  had 
alwavs  (lone,  a  "stove  pipe  hat  "  We  noticed  as  we  neared  the  cabin  that  a 
new  cmiping  outfit  was  nearby.  It  seems  they  had  arranged  for  Mr.  \\  «xxls 
to  go  with  them  to  survey  out  a  daim  the  next  day.  L.  B.  Healy  came  from 
Cherokee;  they  had  on  white  shirts  and  their  best  clothes.  Just  before  dark 
a  top  buggy  came  from  Cherokee  way  with  tw  .  i  ll-dressed  gentlemen. 
Our  son,  H.  C.  Woods,  long  known  among  the  early  settlers  as  "Bub"  Woods, 
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came  in  from  the  O'Brien  way.  It  was  a  beautiful,  dear,  moonlight  night, 
and  about  nine  o'clock.    R.  B.  Crego  came  up  with  a  gay  team  with  white 

fly  covers.  lie  had  with  him  a  man  who  came  at  once  into  the  house,  and 
11.  C.  went  out.  and  he  and  Mr.  Crego  put  the  horses  away.  The  curtains 
were  all  put  down.  That  night  aflidavit.s  were  made  by  at  least  two  men 
who  knew  all  about  how  the  county  debt  had  been  created,  because  they  were 
part  of  those  in  the  work.  They  would  only  come  under  the  strictest  secrecy, 
and  were  brought  by  R.  B.  Crego. 

Tile  next  morninfj  there  was  no  s\gn  of  tin-  canipors  we  had  seen.  A 
few  days  later  we  heard  of  tliein  as  bein}^  at  Ben  I  lutchinson's  store  in  Car- 
roll township.  They  were  j^reatly  excited  antl  felt  that  they  had  made  a 
narrow  escape  from  some  great  peril.  They  declared  that  there  was  a  nest 
of  robbers  or  counterfeiters  down  at  that  place  where  they  stopped.  When 
Mr.  Hutchinson  heard  where  it  was.  he  said,  "Oh,  those  were  homesteaders 

j^ntherinp  in  at  fn'e^ht.""    '"Homesteaders,  h  .  homesteaders  don't  wear 

stove  pipe  hats,  ami  white  '-liirt^  and  ride  in  top  l)Uggies ;  why  teams  were 
driving  in  froni  every  way  and  late  at  night,  too."  "We  bein'  warned  .igainst 
that  Woods  in  O'Brien  and  we  lit  out  of  there." 

The  constant  complaints  from  new  settlers  and  from  those  who  had 
tnve.sted  money  here  atid  many  cases  where  the  deeds  for  the  land  which 
they  had  di<l  not  describe  land  in  O'Brien  TOunty  or  any  where  else,  and  .so 
many  homesteaders  who  had  to  pay  eighty  to  one  hundred  dollar>  to  parties 
who  had  "laid  mone\  against  the  land,"  made  some  organization  among  the 
new  settlers  necessary.  The  first  of  these  was  the  "Board  of  Emigration," 
of  which  the  faithful  Stephen  Harris  was  secretary.  After  the  affidavits 
were  secured,  w  hich  w  ere  seen  only  by  a  few,  the  conditions  were  laid  Iiefore 
the  attorney-general  of  the  stale:  indeed  he  had  been  consulted  ])revionsly. 
He  said  the  remedy  wa.s  simple  and  plain,  and  under  his  direction  a  petition 
was  pre[)ared  which  every  voter  in  the  county,  except  the  officers  and  the 
ex-officers,  signed,  and  it  was  sent  to  the  attorney-general  by  private  hand. 
Immediate  action  was  promised.  The  peo|)Ie  waited  in  almost  breathless 
sns])ense.  Two  weeks  later  a  c<iunty  official  told  oik-  of  the  petitioners  "thai 
the  petition  would  never  be  heard  of  again.  some'Muly  had  fixed  him  with 
three  huntlred  and  twenty  acres  of  land."  It  seeiued  incredible,  but  that 
was  all  that  was  ever  heard  of  it.  Two  years  later  a  board  of  supervisors 
was  elected,  called  the  reform  board.  Here  was  another  opportunity  for 
tin-  pi  Mi'lc.  A  resident  taxpayer  wrote  to  the  Iowa  Railroad  Land  Company 
thai  ilie  piMiple  were  determined  t"  make  another  effort  to  wipe  out  tlie  illegal 
debt.    They  replied  that  if  the  board  of  supervisors  would  stand  by  them 
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they  would  pay  all  costs  of  litigation.  Co-operation  was  promised  by  tlie 
committee  on  defen!«e.  The  attorney  for  the  Iowa  Railroad  Land  Company 
had  been  here  some  time  at  work  when  a  stub  bode  of      county  which  he 

was  cxafnining  and  nil  <>(  the  ijajKTs  were  stolen,  and  he  left  in  disgust  and 
no  cfiVirts  were  ninde  for  'luir  ret  ()\ery  hv  the  snpervisnrs 

In  the  poslullice  in  U'iSrien  in  the  early  part  ot  December,  1871,  Mr. 
Woods  opened  a  marked  copy  of  a  paper  published  in  Dcnison,  Iowa,  and 
was  surprised  into  exclamations  and  protestations,  as  be  read  tint  the  school . 
sections  of  O  iirien  canity  would  be  put  nj)  for  public  sale  on  a  certain  day 
very  near  at  hand.  Why  was  tlii';  »»1(1  in  the  dead  ot  winter?  And  "why, 
if  ior  sale,  were  these  lands  11. »i  adverti.-ed  in  ihe  Sioiix  City  pajH-rs.  where 
ihc  land  uliicc  was.  and  where  pei>ple  looked  lor  such  things?"  'Ihcre  were 
a  few  moments  of  vehement  talk  pro  and  con,  but  no  time  was  to  be  lost.  .A 
fleet  team  carried  him  to  Cherokee  to  catch  the  afternoon  train  to  Sioux  Cit}\ 
The  next  morning'  he  took  breakfast  with  liis  old  friend.  Cen.  X.  B.  Haker, 
in  l)e>  Moines,  wlio  then  went  with  him  to  the  home  of  ("lovernor  Merrill, 
who  wa^  jnst  going  to  his  breakfast  as  thev  arrived,  hut  sl<ippe(!  to  greet 
(icneral  Baker,  who  introtluced  Mr.  Woods  and  stated  the  object  of  his 
coming.  Mr.  Woods  handed  him  the  Denison  paper  marked.  He  read  it, 
asked  a  few  questions,  then  dictated  a  telegram  *to  the  attoniey-|;eneral  to 
proceed  at  oiwe  and  stop  thai  sale  of  lands.  Not  many  years  ago  I  saw  an 
article  in  a  magazine  written  by  (lovernor  Merrill  relating  to  this  incident. 
There  was  another  phase  of  pioneer  life,  huleed  tliat  hie  was  lull  of  many 
satisfactions. 

One  day  a  terrible  prairie  fire  swept  up  from  the  south.  Fire  guards 
were  nothii^  and  the  wind  lifted  the  burning  tumble  weeds  high  in  tiie  air 

and  scattered  them  everywhere.  W  itliin  an  hour  there  remained  only  the 
last  cabin  that  was  Iniill  and  wagon,  around  which  were  tied  the  horses.  \Ve 
were  asleep  wlicn  S(.«me  one  called  "Hello."  W  hen  the  door  was  opened 
W.  £.  Baldwin  said,  "I  heard  you  were  burned  out  today  and  I  brought  you 
half  of  my  oats."  On  Saturday  of  that  week  several  teams  passed  on  the 
way  to  the  timber,  not  an  unusual  sight  Mr.  Baldwin  said,  "Don't  say  any- 
thing to  Huse.  but  we  are  going  to  stop  here."'  .\  hot  supper  awaited  them. 
I'lUt  Hnse  was  utterly  overcome  when  they  unloaded  those  logs  and  (iinlxTS. 
The  next  day  was  Sunday  and  all  but  one  came  to  \n\t  up  a  shelter  for  the 
hones  (to  put  their  hones  in  when  they  came  visiting,  they  put  it).  These 
men  were  Ralph  Dodge.  W.  E.  Baldwin,  Rice  and  John  Weal,  M.  Wheeler, 
from  Liberty  towmship.  Mr.  Towbermann  and  Emanuel  Kindig.  who  brought 
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two  teams  that  day  because  he  did  not  like  to  work  Sunday.  Those  splendid 
men.  brother  pioneers,  God  bless  them. 

In  the  Cirange  niovenient  reached  (^'Brien  county  and  nothing' 

caiiic  more  opporlune.  July  \.  1S-4.  was  ccli'lirated  in  \\'attTmaif'>  I'mw. 
All  the  granges  in  O  lirien  and  i!utna  \  isla  cuunlies  were  there,  eacli  with 
•  a  beautiful  banner.  Miss  Garretson  made  the  address,  Mrs.  Baldwin  read 
the  Declaration,  fine  music  was  rendered,  a  goixl  dinner  had  and  everybody 
was  hafjpy.  In  Old  O'Brien  they  had  fret|iunt  dances,  with  Jake  Wagoner 
1(1  play  thf  liddk'  and  keep  time  witli  hi>  !'<Hit.  Mrs.  W.  (".  (Ireen  was  a  Ixrau- 
tilul  young  mainiu,  Aurolia  (inon.  and  Teresa  and  <iertni(lo.  sisters,  with 
Mrs.  L.  G.  llealy  and  daugiiters,  and  .Mrs.  1).  1'..  i_Harneyj  Harmon  and 
Others  made  up  (luite  a  social  set  with  the  young  men  ther«ibouts. 

GEN.  N.  B.  BAKER  LIBR.\RY. 

The  twice-a>week  mail  had  arrived  from  Old  O'Brien,  letter.s  had  been 
read,  and  two  of  us  were  happy  with  new  magazines.  Mr.  Woods,  busy  in 
the  newspapers,  .suddenly  exclaimed.  "W'e  must  have  a  public  lihrary." 
"Whcj  would  support  the  lil)rary?  Where  would  it  l)e  kept,  etc.,  etc."  "Why 
the  people  will  come  fifteen  <ir  twenty  miles  to  get  reading  matter."  "It  can 
be  done  and  il  must  be  done."  i'he  boy  smiled  at  us  and  we  all  resumed  our 
reading.  Ten  days  later  Mr.  Woods  returned  from  Des  Moines,  where 
business  matters  had  called  him.  He  brought  with  him  a  constitution  and 
by-laws  for  a  library  association  and  a  huge  bo.\  of  book.-.  He  had  gone  to 
.'III  old  friend.  .\d intaiit-( ieiieral  Baker.  ( iovernnr  Kirkwood's  adiut.'iiit  ilur- 
ing  llu-  war.  and  u\>  to  the  time  of  his  dc.ith  the  besi  known  man  and  I)est 
iK'loved  man  in  Iowa.  Together  they  worked  out  the  plan  to  form  an  asso- 
ciation, limited  to  Afty  members,  the  stock  of  same  to  be  five  hundred  dollars 
and  nonassessable  and  in  shares  of  ten  dollars  each,  the  stock  to  remain  in 
the  li.in  N  of  the  subscriber,  lu-  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  interest  on  it  each  year, 
one  dollar  a  year,  this  to  bf  used  in  the  ])urcbase  of  Iiook<  only.  The  asso- 
ciation \\;ts  fr>rined  and  a  few  of  the  nieinbers  a]i]M.ared  liefore  a  justice  of- 
the  peace  in  Highlanil  township  and  signed  articles  of  incorporation  ot  the 
N.  B.  Baker  Library  Association.  The  parties  were  W.  H.  Woods,  Stephen 
Harris.  J.  C.  Doling.  Liblne  Johnson.  Lydia  Wheeler,  W.  E.  Baldwin,  Jennie 
Baldwin.  Lydia  .A.  Harris,  Hannah  Johnson  and  Roina  W.  Wo<k1s.  The 
date  of  this  was  October  5.  1874,  and  before  D.  H.  Wheeler,  justice  of  the 
|>eace. 

Gen.  W.  Duane  Wilson,  of  Des  Moines,  who  ha«l  been  one  of  the  found* 
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ers  of  the  C/iiai<jo  Trihnnc  and  was  at  this  time  editinj^  some  paper  in  DeS 
Moines,  writini,'  in  rejily  to  a  letter,  said:  "The  idea  i>\  your  Hl)rary  is  fine; 
to  pro\e  my  lailh  in  it  will  send  yon  a  box  of  books  from  my  own  library." 
That  box  canic  and  held  eighty  bound  books  and  six  hundred  magazines, 
complete  files  of  Harper's,  /Itlantic,  Scribner's,  etc  We  tied  these  together 
with  shoe  thread  and  made  covers  of  paper  sadks.  How  we  all  enjoyed 
those  magazines.  That,  first  year  hut  thirty-nine  members  paid  the  assess- 
nient>;.  but  we  subscril)ed  for  ci,q:ht  niafja^ines,  LittcU's  Lirimi  .  Ii/i'  nt  the 
bead  of  the  list.  Ifarf'cr's.  Scrihnrr's.  etc..  with  Si.  Xiihohjs  for  the  children. 
The  rest  of  the  n)oney  was  put  inti>  books.  We  hatl  library  parties,  which 
brou^t  in  a  little  mone>  lo  i>ay  expenses,  and  also  meetings,  with  discussions 
and  papers.  The  second  year  but  twenty-six  members  were  able  to  pay  the 
interest  assessment.  VVc  left  out  LUtdVs  Living  Age,  as  too  expensive. 
The  third  year  Init  three  were  able  to  pay  this  assessment,  thnmn^h  small, 
j.  C  Dolins;  and  wile  and  Stephen  Harris.  The  ^grasshoppers  were  here,  but 
the  books  went  out  among  the  people,  and  were  never  more  needed.  Letters  to 
friends  brought  boxes  of  books  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Brewster,  George 
W.  Ellis  and  others.  The  last  thing  General  Wilson  did  before  his  fatal 
illness  >vas  ti  >  pack  a  large  box  of  books  and  they  were  sent  to  us  by  his  dear 
wife  and  daiitjlitcr.  \\"e  had  to  borrow  that  two  dollars  from  the  Imok  fund 
to  pay  the  freight.  General  \\  ilson  was  a  man  of  fine  literary  ability  and  a 
"gentleman  of  the  old  school."  He  was  an  uncle  of  President  W  ilson.  Mrs. 
Annie  Price  Dillon,  another  friend,  sent  books  and  fine  pictures  of  her 
father,  Hiram  Price,  the  man  who  financed  the  sending  of  the  First  Iowa 
Regiment  and  of  her  husband.  Judge  John  I'.  Dillon,  of  \ew  York.  Mrs. 
Dillon  kept  up  her  interest  in  the  library  until  her  tragic  death  in  the  sinking 
of  the  ship  "La  Borgaine"  in  July,  i8i/». 

Soon  after  Sutherland  was  started  ( up  to  that  time  the  library  had  been 
in  the  Woods  cabin)  it  was  moved  to  Sutherland  and  during  the  years  had 
to  be  moved  many  times.  The  corresponding  sccretarv  went  each  Saturday 
to  give  out  btMiks  (irateful  thanks  are  due  to  Bert  Hamihi>n.  L.  |.  Price, 
.Mr.  ;ui(l  Mr->.  11.  A.  Sa;,'e  and  others  for  giving  the  riMim  for  the  purpose 
and  other  kindnesses.  With  all  its  ups  and  downs,  it  has  been  ui  constant 
usefulness.  A  few  years  ago  circumstances  compelled  the  destruction  of  a 
good  part  of  the  circulating  library ;  but  that  loss  has  been  made  good,  and 
the  library  is  doing  fine  work  as  a  reference  library.  A  permanent  home, 
w  hich  sooner  or  later  it  will  ha\  e.  will  place  it  in  the  forefront  of  the  literary 
and  educational  activities  of  the  town. 
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This  is  the  storv  of  the  pioneer  library  oi  northwestern  Iowa.  At  ii< 
last  election  the  following  officers  were  elected :  Charles  \  onde,  president ; 
Sydney  Hitchings,  vice-president;  T.  B.  Bark,  treasurer ;  Augusu  Bark, 
recording  secretary,  and  Roma  Wheeler  Woods,  corresponding  secretary 

and  li!)r;irian. 

The  new  settlers  who  caine  to  O'lirien  omnty  in  the  earl\  se\enties 
Ijad  two  good,  strong.  inlUientiai  triends  in  Congress  who  stood  faith tully 
by  theni.  Had  it  hot  been  so  it  would  have  been  even  worse  tlian  it  was. 
They  were  Senators  Geoi^  G.  Wright,  of  Des  Moines,  and  James  Harlan, 
of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 

Petitions  were  sent  to  them.  Some  of  the  results  were  a  new  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  offtce  in  \\';isIiini,non.  and  a  new  register  in  the 
land  otticc  at  Siou.x  C  ity.  who  did  wiiat  he  could  in  the  interests  of  tlie 
settlers.  Bnt  the  "boys"  just  across  the  hall,  and  who  had  made  a  claim  on 
this  and  that  piece  of  land,  were  too  strongly  entrenched  and  men  had  either 
to  pay  the  toll  or  give  up  the  land,  as  many  of  them  did.  But  with  all  the 
annoyin;^  matters  coininiialI\'  cittninf^  iip  to  a  man  who  was  in  the  business 
of  locating  iKi>j»le  on  their  claims  who  came  to  Mr.  Woods,  the  pioneer  life 
was  nevertheless  full  of  satisfactions. 

The  hue  of  the  vast  prairie,  with  its  ever  changing  and  mysteridiis 
beauty,  gave  a  broadness  to  life.  One  saw  men  and  women  as  they  were* 
and  learned  to  have  a  re\erence  for  human  nature  in  the  rough  or  rather 
unfinished  ways  of  what  we  call  ci\  ilization.  There  was  always  sotncthing' 
new  to  lie  U;iriH'(l  and  we  rc\  clcd  in  the  line  spirit  of  the  people,  their  cour- 
age ami  endurance.  There  was  always  .something  to  laugh  about.  A  little 
incident  comes  to  mind.  One  late  afternoon  in  September.  1872,  there  ap- 
peared at  the  cabin  door  Mrs.  Paul  Casley  and  her  mother  from  the  extreme 
west  side  of  the  county.  "W'ould  Mr.  Woods  please  go  with  them  to  O'Brien 
to  see  K<(|uiri-  Saj?e?"  "Certainlv  tomorrow  "  \s  we  took  the  horse  from 
the  little  wayon  on  the  morrow,  a  visit  to  .Mrs.  Waterman  was  sugjjestcd 
for  me.  All  went  well.  Mrs.  Waterman,  as  usual,  had  a  cup  of  cofTee  and  a 
lunch  ready.  When  the  party  retiuned  from  O'Brien  and  we  were  ready  to 
leave,  Mr.  Woods  suggested  that  he  drive  the  horse  down  the  hill,  to  which 
Mrs.  Casley  would  not  consent.  They  started,  and  we  were  about  to  start 
when  a  scream  took  us  all  out  to  tlie  road.  Mrs.  Casley  was  in  a  great  state 
of  excitement,  but  where  was  the  horse  and  wagon?  Why,  bless  you,  in  the 
middle  of  the  river.  It  seems  that  the  old  horse  that  had  come  so  quietly 
behind  us  down  the  hills,  fording  the  river  and  up  the  hill,  concluded  that  if 
he  had  to  go  alone  down  that  IcMig,  crooked  and  extremely  rottgh  hill — why. 
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he  wouldn't  go.  He  made  his  stand,  and  Mr-  (  aslev.  .u'^  '"f>'  the  lines  to  her 
mother,  jumped  out  to  hi;id  him  off.  wlieu  he  huhed  and  went  down  that 
awtiil  hill  and  to  tlie  middle  </!"  thi-  riwr  lK.-t()re  he  ^tupiK'il.  Tlu-  old  ladv 
fell  to  tile  Ixittoni  of  the  iiulc  uag(*n,  and  llu;  scat  and  4uilt>  were  >irvuig  all 
along  the  way.  Mr.  Woods  waded  out  to  the  wagon,  and  the  old  lady  said. 
"Now  did  you  ever  see  the  beat  of  that  fool  horse.  I  never  was  so  bounced 
in  my  life  and  I  just  expected  he'd  just  gr>  ritjht  home  that  way  and  what 
would  Caslev  ^ay."  lanj^hiny  just  at  the  th<ni<^ln  nf  it.  I'inally  we  jjot  started 
home,  the  old  \u>\<v  eoniin.L;  (|iiietly  behind  ns.  \\  hen  we  reached  tin-  cabin, 
there  was  a  gcMjd  fire  and  the  teakettle  was  singing  and  Dr.  and  .Mrs.  liutlcr. 
(his  first  wife),  of  Gierokee,  were  there.  Doors  were  never  locked,  and 
people  were  expected  to  make  themselves  comfortable  even  to  the  extent  of 
getting  meals.  \\'ell.  the  old  cabin  rang  with  laughter  that  night.  The  next 
day  Mrs.  Casley  Kl"t  for  home,  declininsj  company,  as  there  wa-^  "neither  hill 
nor  ri\er  to  cross  the  way."  .'\nother  oliject  of  unfailing  amusement  was  a 
jack,  a  quiet,  trim  little  animal  who  seemed  to  have  a  horror  of  wetting  his 
feet.  The  mail  came  to  O'Brien  twice  a  week  and  sometimes  Jack  was 
pressed  into  service.  There  was  a  clear,  running  stream,  narrow  hut  not 
deep,  but  Jack  would  stop  and  plaiu  his  forefeet  and  look  at  himself  in  the 
water,  one  ear  I'orward.  then  both.  lie  could  nut  be  induced  to  cross,  Xo 
whip  was  allowed.  The  boy  soon  learned  that  a  pan  of  com  on  the  other 
side  would  make  him  forget  and  hustle  quickly  across. 

In  1873  a  line  in  the  Des  Moines  Register  said  that  a  bill  had  been  pre- 
sented in  Congress  post|)oning  the  time  for  completion  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
McGregor  Railroad.  Tn  those  days  there  were  no  telephones  or  antos,  to 
annihilate  time  anrl  s])ace.  but  there  were  lleet  young  horses  out  in  the  shed, 
and  a  Hect  young  liay  was  s«j<in  started.  .\  mass  meeting  was  called,  a  re- 
monstrance drawn  u\)  and  copies  were  sent  all  over  the  county.  It  was  said 
that  every  voter  in  the  county  signed  it.  I  recall  the  fact  that  the  two  longest 
lists  of  names  br«)tight  in  were  by  Joe  Jordan  and  H.  C.  Woods  (known  as 
"Bub'").    The  hill  was  withdrawn. 

The  year  1873  will  never  be  fi 'rt,'<itten.  by  some  of  us  at  least,  because 
of  bank  failures,  factories  c!«>sed.  great  armies  of  men  out  of  work,  and  the 
great  strike  of  railroad  employees*  etc.  In  O'Brien  county,  in  addition,  we 
had  grasshoppers.  Machinery  had  been  purchased  to  put  the  broad  acres 
under  cidtivation.  Notes  were  coming  due,  Times  looked  dark  indeed. 
Like  a  vessel  looming  up  over  the  wild  waste  of  water.  l)ringing  hope  and 
succor  to  people  strandeil  on  an  island,  came  the  grange,  with  its  banner  of 
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helpfulness  and  good  cheer,  and  its  promise  of  help  for  the  farmers  and 

settlers,  promises  which  were  nobly  fulfilled.  It  seemed  t<>  take  the  minds 
of  the  ])er>])le  from  their  really  serious  coiulition  and  jilanted  h<'pe  in  their 
hearts,  i  he  meetings  held  in  tlie  school  hou>e>  were  helpful  in  many  ways 
and  dehghtful  socially.  There  was  a  pleasant  coniratleship  between  the 
four  granges  in  O'Brien  county,  and  on  July  4,  1874,  a  grange  picnic  was 
held  in  Mr.  Watenmn's  grove  of  fine  old  trees.  Qay  county  granges  came 
with  their  banners,  which,  with  our  home  hanners  and  flafis.  made  a  strange 
display  in  that  wildwoiKl.  Mrs.  Jennie  I'..  Baldwin  read  tlic  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Miss  hilia  Garretson,  of  southern  low  a.  yave  a  beautiful 
address.  There  was  singing  and  dancing  and  games,  and  where  there  was 
dancing  there  was  "Jake"  Wagoner  and  his  fiddle,  keeping  time  with  his 
foot.  Mr.  Wagoner  is  now  a  resident  of  Sutherland,  has  a  fine  family  and 
many  farms,  etc. 

In  the  fall  of  1874  came  the  formation  of  the  Gen.  X.  R.  Baker  I.ihrarv. 
as  .stated,  and  "library  parties  '  were  all  the  rage.  A  favorable  place  to  hold 
these  parties  was  at  the  home  of  Major  Chester  W.  Inman,  there  being  a  good 
dancing-  hall  in  the  third  story,  large  rooms  in  the  second  story  and  ample 
room.  The  young  men  from  Primghar  and  the  north  part  of  the  county  used 
to  come  down,  and  attorney  Charley  .\llen  furnished  the  mu<ic.  He  was  a 
fine  violinist,  riie  fjraufres  decided  to  have  an  evenin<,'  at  the  houic  of  the 
special  agent,  Adam  '1  owberman,  who  had  sectircd  ten  quarts  of  fresh  oysters, 
and  he  invited  "all  of  Primghar",  as  be  said.  There  were  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  persons  present  and  every  available  place  that  afforded  a 
seat  was  occupied  and  yet  there  n  many  standing,  when  the  host  exclaimed, 
"Sit  down.  \v  h\  d '  ii  *  you  sit  down,  ilu  re's  ci]f;htecn  cheers  in  the  hou-^e :  just 
sit  down".  Eighteen  chairs  were  more  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us  hatl  to  be 
sure. 

In  1876  the  promises  for  a  fine  crop  were  never  excelled.  x\ll  kinds 
of  grain,  com.  etc..  were  at  their  best.  When  the  harvest  of  small  grain 
had  just  begun,  the  grasshopjiers  swrxiped  dow  n  upon  n-  -.nv]  destroyed  every- 

thing.  The  corn  stalks  sttiod  bare  and  the  cattle  Inriied  into  them  were 
IKiisoned  and  died.  X<ites  had  iK'en  put  into  mortgages.  Had  the  old 
Athenian  custom  of  placing  pillars  at  the  comers  of  mortgaged  lands  been 
in  vogue,  the  country  would  have  looked  like  the  cemetery  it  was  of  buried 
hofies  and  ambitions.  The  ijrasshoppers  had  deposited  their  eggs,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1877  they  hatche<I  <nit  and  remained  with  us  mitil  on  many 
farms  cvcrvthini;  was  (kstroycd.  On  our  farm  there  was  not  a  spear  of 
grass  left.    The  homestea<ls  and  pre-empted  lands  were  becoming  taxable,  in- 


Digitized  by  Google 


O  BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COL  NT1E.S,  lUWA. 


219 


terest  uii  notes  and  mortgages  was  becoming  due.    Then  also  the  illegal 

debt  upon  the  county  loomei!  uj)  larger  than  ever,  as  it  was  constantly  in- 
creasing. Many  of  the  settlers  hail  to  accei)t  help  tn.ni  the  state.  The  old 
members  of  the  "lioard  of  Kniniigration"  an  organization  among  the  home- 
steaders for  mutual  help,  were  still  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  people,  uf 
whom  they  were  a  part,  and  after  many  consultations  decided  to  make  another 
effort  to  defeat  the  illegal  claims  against  the  coimty.  As  a  result  they  or- 
ganized the  Taxpayers'  .Association.  Tn  another  jiart  of  this  history  J-  I-  K. 
I'eck  has  given  a  lull  an«!  comiirchensive  accmint  of  the  organization,  of  its 
work  and  hnal  outcome.  1  may  be  allowed  a  lew  words  as  to  the  personnel 
of  the  leaders  of  this  movement.  They  were  earnest,  loyal  men,  who  felt  that 
justice  and  right  demanded  that  an  effort  at  least  should  be  made  to  relieve 
the  people,  of  whom  they  were  a  part,  of  the  fraudulent  woric  under  which 
they  were  !i\  ine 

Many  eminent  lawyers  had  given  their  opinion  as  10  the  illegality  of  the 
debt  and  pointed  the  way  for  relief.  Everything  promised  well,  when  the 
United  States  circuit  court  decided  that  a  suit  of  that  kind  must  be  brought  by 
the  board  of  supervisors.  This  board  had  been  appealed  to,  but  had  refused, 
so  the  matter  had  to  be  dropped. 

W'e  learned  in  thr>se  trying  <lays  how  the  motives  of  men  couhl  be  mis- 
consirue<l.  their  hone>ly  intluenced,  and  their  names  to.ssed  alioiit  like  a 
football.  We  learned,  too.  how  men's  enthusiasm  died  with  a  failing  cause, 
and  promises  made  considered  null.  But  we  also  learned  how  loyal  and 
faithful  to  a  cause  and  to  each  other  some  men  could  be,  and  this  last  over- 
shadowefl  all  the  rest.  The  men  who  never  faltered  even  to  the  payment  of 
hills,  which  had  !)een  necessary  tn  incur  (  lawyers  do  not  work  without  pay)  : 
exiKrnses  liad  been  kept  at  the  minimum,  but  became  heavy  for  a  few  men 
to  shoulder.  The  men  who  met  these  claims  like  men  were  A.  P.  Powers, 
Ralph  Dodge.  Emanuel  Kindig.  Tom  Steele,  J.  C  Doling,  Stephen  Harris.  J. 
K.  McAndrew.  William  E.  Baldwin.  \\\  H,  Woods  (Huse),  H.  .\.  Sage,  and 
Alex  Peddie  for  the  Jackson  Land  ( "> iiiii)any.  and  H.  C.  \\'no<ls.  There 
were  inanv  others  wlio  paid  the  full  .itnuiint  they  pledged,  from  one  to  ten 
dollars.  1  wouUl  like  to  give  all  their  names  if  it  were  possible.  They  did 
an  honorable  part. 

In  the  winter  of  i88o-i88t  the  snow  was  so  deep  that  horses  could 
not  travel.  There  appeared  at  ')ur  dour  otie  aftern<K>n.  late,  a  man  with  a 
green  veil  over  his  face,  a  blanki't  rolk-d  up  on  his  hack,  and  a  tall  staff 
m  hi''  hand  lie  a<ked  if  we  could  take  him  and  his  fourteen  men  for  the 
night  r     'Mad  they  any  blankets?"    "Yes."    "Well,  we  will  do  the  best  we 
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can  for  you."  As  the  dcM»r  dosed  aftir  the  man.  my  helper  siid.  "What  in 
the  world  are  you  goinfj  to  ijivt'  tlieni  to  eat?  There  is  hardiv  l)rra<l  for  one 
supper  and  nearly  everything  ts  out".  Hot  biscuits,  hot  douglinuts,  irie(i 
bacon,  baked  beans  and  coffee  for  both  meals  seemed  good  to  tiiem. 
In  the  morning  the  leader  asked  what  his  bill  was?  Mr.  Woods  said,  "The 
madam  will  tell  you,"  a-  iio  turned  to  me.  I  said,  as  usual,  "Oh,  you  are 
welcome  to  what  you  have  ha«l.  T  hojx'  you  will  hring  a  railroad  to  us." 
He  insjstefl  upon  payiiii:.  and  ilu-  seu<atioii  of  havin<i  monev  in  my  hand^ 
in  exchange  lor  meals  can  never  he  for^^otien.  1  I'clt  as  it"  1  was  no  longer  a 
picMieer.  I  believe  I  have  had  the  feeling  tiiat  I  was  a  ^'grafter."  But  there 
was  something  gone  that  belonged  to  the  years  behind.  We  had  both  felt 
that  what  we  had  we  would  share  with  whoever  came.  I  think  our  neigh- 
bors all  did  the  vanu-  fliiiii:  Hut  the  nest  time  money  was  oft'i  retl  it  was 
easier  to  take  it.  Hut  i  am  left  to  feel  that  it  was  not  often  we  broke  over 
the  good  old  way.  The  next  year  the  Xortiiweslern,  or  the  ICagle  Grove 
branch,  ran  through  the  farm  and  on  the  next  section  of  land  was  built  the 
town  of  Sutherland.   (It  may  be  judged  who  those  fourteen  men  were.) 

I  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  my  space  allotted  and  have  said  nothing 
alM)Ut  the  W'Miirn  who  did  Sf)  much  toward  the  uplniihiim;  of  the  county,  for. 
after  all.  the  homes  are  the  foundation  stones  of  the  fabric  of  civilization. 
There  was  in  the  heart  of  each  home  a  woman  who  was  doing  her  part  as 
she  knew,  as  wife,  mother  and  home  maker.  I  can  see  them  now,  in  their 
little  places  of  shelter,  making  the  most  of  what  they  had,  encouraging  and 
sustaining  husbands  an  l  lo  tlu\  tried  to  meet  and  overcome  the  diffi- 
cult jiroblems  constantly  mi  l  l»y  those  who  were  trviup:  to  make  a  home  in  a 
new  tfiiiittrv.  Ib'W  bappv  ilu-  wotuen  were  when  tiiere  was  an  occasional 
"gather mg,  «'iiid  they  came  with  their  children,  so  neat  and  clean.  There 
were  no  lines  of  social  cleavage  in  those  days,  and  there  never  ought  to  be. 

There  were  few  settlers  in  Waterman  township,  outside  of  O'Brien,  the 
Watermans  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Sioux.  Mrs.  Waterman  is  still  hMng 
(in  1914  )  and  is  always  a  wolcoiue  cfui-st  in  every  house  in  Sutherland  and 
vicinity.  The  Watermans.  when  they  came  to  O'Brien  county  in  July.  1856. 
brought  with  them  a  little  daughter,  nine  months  oUl,  Emily,  who  in  later 
years  married  Al  McQaren,  of  Sioux  Gty.  She  was  the  first  white  diild  to 
come  into  the  county  to  live.  In  May,  1857,  Anna  was  bom,  the  first  white 
child  horn  in  the  county.  Soon  after  a  son  was  horn  to  Charles  ?te[>henson, 
the  first  white  boy  born  in  the  county.  The  other  children  b<irn  to  these 
rtrst  settlers  were,  a  son  lx.)rn  in  January,  1859;  another  son  Iwrn  in  June, 
i860,  but  lived  only  a  week;  Orrin,  bom  in  1861,  died  in  1871;  Julia  Etta, 
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born  in  June,  1864,  married  H.  W.  Gleason  and  died  in  1892,  leavings  a  soti; 
Alta  G.  Waterman,  bom  in  1866,  married  j.  A.  Mahar,  and  they  have  several 

children:  Grant  Waterman,  txirn  in  Octnhfr.  i<S(m>  died  in  1870;  Floy  E. 
Waterman.  Intrn  in  iKr_»,  married  in  iS<;i;  to  I".  W.  ( Mnrad.  and  they  have 
two  sons;  Belle  Waterman,  horn  March  11.  187O.  died  in  icSyy;  Clancii 
Waterman,  twin  sister  of  Belle,  married  H.  W.  Gleason  in  1894,  who  has 
since  died. 

The  above  is  only  an  outline  of  the  life  of  a  very  noble  type  of  woman. 

The  mother  of  eleven  children.  ]i\  ing  «o  many  years  in  the  most  primitive 
way,  was  the  kind  of  friend  to  ihe  hundreds  of  people  wlio  made  the  Water- 
man cabin  a  >iopping  place  for  a  slu)rt  or  longer  time.  Mrs.  Waterman  is 
in  good  health  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  1914. 

Another  remarkable  pioneer  woman  was  Mrs.  Adam  Towberman. 
Mr.  Towlierman  had  three  sons  by  a  former  wife,  and  Mrs.  Towberman  had 
five  children  by  a  former  husband,  who  died  in  the  Civil  War.  Then  there 
were  four  children  by  the  new  fann'Iy.  niakin,!;;  twelve  children  in  the  family. 
She  was  always  a  quiet,  self-possessed  woman  and  a  true  mother  to  each  of 
these  twelve. 

Another  woman  who  did  a  great  work  in  the  early  days  in  the  county 
was  Mrs.  William  E.  Baldwin,  or  better  known  as  Mrs.  Jennie  Baldwin. 
She  was  one  of  the  Jirst  teachers  after  the  new  .settlers  came  in.  There  are 
many  men  and  women  who  owe  much  to  Mrs.  Baldwin  for  her  interest  in 
their  education.  She  was  a  bright,  witty  woman,  and  she  and  her  husband 
were  our  most  frequent  guests. 

.Another  family  who  were  among  our  best  friends  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Julius  (".  Doling  (the  former  once  county  treasurer),  with  tlair  family  of 
eight  children.  .Mrs.  Doling;  was  a  devoicd  wife  and  mother.  There  were 
manv  iiilur-^.  but  these  were  those  who  came  most  often  at  our  i)lace. 

In  \\  alerman  township  there  are  (juite  a  numl>er  who  still  own  and  live 
on  their  original  homestead  daims,  and  some  of  them  with  many  additional 
acres.  Silas  Steele  and  wife,  splendid  neighbors  and  friends,  are  among 
them.  They  and  their  large  family  are  all  settled  and  prosperous.  Rice 
W  eal  still  owns  his  oriji^inal  claim  and  nnu-h  more.  an<l  lives  in  town.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miciiael  !^weeney,  in  their  I'ld  ai,H-.  and  their  iarj^e  family  are  all 
settled  about  lliem,  mostly  in  Waterman.  Mrs.  Sweeney  is  a  veritable  queen 
in  all  the  delightful  gatherings  in  the  township,  a  noble  woman  of  high  ideals. 
The  Martins,  Hills  and  Triptetts.  three  large  families,  are  all  settled  in  fine 
homes  w  ith  autos.  Waterman  is  a  rich  township,  and  I  wish  it  were  pos- 
sible to  speak  of  each  and  every  one  in  it. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

REMINISCENCES. 
By  Mra,  C.  V.  VanEpps. 

It  has  l)een  ray  privilege  to  live  in  Carrol!  township,  or  near  it  (in  town 
oi  Shd(lfin).  for  ovi-r  forty-one  years,  and  when  re^tnestefl  fo  write  up  the 
history  and  j^i\e  experiinfe<  as  one  of  the  earliest  Mtllers.  I  <;ave  rehietant 
consent  and  fell  I  was  not  cijiial  tt>  the  task.  \\  licn  1  lotjk  hack  and  think 
and  see  of  the  changed  conditions  that  have  taken  phtce  in  that  time,  it  seems 
more  of  a  dream  than  a  reality,  and  in  looking^  back,  trying  to  recall  some 
of  the  events  of  the  early  settlement  period.  T  am  at  a  loss  to  think  of  things 
that  wonld  he  of  interest  in  this  historical  honk.  Init  was  to  tell  how  I  came 
to  the  township  and  who  were  the  early  •<ettlcrs  and  some  of  the  events 
which  transpired  at  that  time,  and  as  some  of  tliese  events  conie  up  in  my 
mind  I  will  try  to  write  something  which  I  hope  may  prove  interesting. 

When  the  writer  came  to  the  county.  September  12,  1872,  there  were 
no  railroads  in  the  county  and  her  hushand  met  her  at  Marcus  (which  then 
consisted  of  jii>;t  a  -.Iianty  for  a  depot),  with  what  yon  call  a  "prairie 
schixjner"  to  drive  across  the  country  twenty -two  miles  to  C  arroll  township 
to  their  claim.  In  all  that  ride  there  was  nothing  to  he  seen  until  you  got  to 
the  Amos  Sutter  and  Harley  Day  ranch — just  a  dug-out — and  when  the  men 
saw  the  "schomier"  they  ran  out  waving  their  hands  and  hurrahing  for  the 
woman,  as  thev  were  a  si<;ht  in  that  part  of  the  township  then.  .\s  we  drove 
on,  a  jack  rahhit  ho1)I)€d  up  on  the  prairie  and  stopped  and  looked,  as  much 
as  to  say,  "W  ho  are  you,  treading  on  my  domain?"  That  was  all  the  life 
seen  on  that  twenty-two-mile  drive.  The  first  settler  of  (Arroll  township 
was  Patrick  Carroll,  who  came  from  Illinois  and  brought  his  wife  and  eight 
children  with  him  in  the  spring  of  1N70.  not  knowing  when  he  started  just 
where  he  was  soins[ — only  to  find  and  make  a  home  for  himself  anrl  family, 
Xorthwcst  Iowa  w;is  alxnu  the  limit  an<l  neart-Nt  pl:u\-  where  <^ovcrnment 
land  couUI  be  found  at  that  time.  So  .Mr.  Carroll  headed  for  northwest 
Iowa  and  landed  in  Cherokee,  when  he  b^an  to  enquire  of  the  hnd — and 
he  was  referred  to  "Waterman."  Mr'  Carroll  supposed  it  was  a  town  and 
started  to  drive  and  kept  watching  over  the  prairie  to  see  a  dty.  After 
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dn\  ing  a  long  while  and  seeing  no  signs  of  a  town  or  anything  else  but  vast 

prairie,  he  arrived  at  Mill  creek,  where  he  met  two  teams  and  stuppctl  tu 
chat  and  !n(|uire  tor  \\  atermati,  liiias:ine  Ill's  surprise  when  lie  w  a■^  told 
there  was  no  town  !>f  that  nanic.  l)m  tiiere  was  a  man  hy  the  name  of 
'Hannibal  Wattrman  holding  tlown  a  claim  and  had  a  shack  built  on  it  a 
ways  back.  Mr.  Carrcdl  tnrned  round  his  team  and  drove  back  and  found 
the  Waterman  place  and  they  camped  there  for  the  night  and  had  to  dig  to  get 
water  for  his  teams  and  famil\  tn  use.  The  next  morning  they  drove  north- 
west and  came  to  a  shack  in  1  laker  tuwnship.  These  shacks  were  the  signs 
that  the  claim  was  taken  up.  This  proved  to  be  Wallace  Rinker  s  and 
Austin  Sutter  was  there  and  was  starting  out  with  several  teams  of  oxen  to 
find  breaking  to  do  for  settlers,  and  when  Mr.  Carroll  enquired  for  land  he 
was  told  of  section  34.  where  no  one  had  located,  and  so  he  located  the  family 
on  the  south  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  that  section.  The  first  thing 
was  to  dig  to  see  if  water  cmtld  be  found,  as  the  cry  then  with  the  few  settlers 
was  st>  little  water  and  haul  u>  tind.  About  the  first  thing  was  to  dig  in  some 
slough  or  low  piece  of  ground  and  if  you  found  irater  then  the  settler  was 
happy.  Mr.  Carroll  found  water  and  so  took  off  his  wagon  covers  and  used 
that  for  a'  habitation  until  he  got  a  dugout  or  shack  built,  into  which  he 
moved  his  family  that  fall. 

When  wr  think  <>[  those  dugouts  or  shacks  now,  it  is  hard  to  realize 
how  one  lived.  1  here  was  a  hole  dug  down  three  feet  or  more  in  the 
gr>  lund  and  then  a  frame  of  whatever  you  could  get  made  over  that  and  some- 
times only  the  sod  (which  was  very  tough)  cut  in  squares  and  built  up. 
There  were  no  floors,  or  partitions,  unless  made  of  bed  quilt-  The  writer 
has  stood  on  si.\  inches  of  snow  in  one  of  tlie-e  dugout*;  and  done  washing 
for  the  -ick  who  i>wned  it.  But  I  can  not  help  hut  -ay  there  \\a■^  nmrc  i.,aMieral 
happinesj.  to  be  found  in  some  of  these  sliacks  than  was  found  in  their  more 
Irretentions  homes  afterward,  when  so  many  began  to  feel,  and  showed  it 
that  "I  have  a  better  home  now  than  you  have." 

Piut.  to  come  back  to  Mr.  Carroll,  the  township  was  not  named  yet  and. 
Ik-  l)eing  tlie  first  settler  and  ]»roving  to  be  an  honorable  man.  tliey  name<l  it 
in  his  honor.  This  was  in  1870.  That  fall  Mr.  Mennig  and  the  Donovans 
came  to  the  township.  Mr.  Meimig  brought  his  family  from  Davenport, 
Iowa,  in  the  spring.  Init  had  lived  in  Waterman  township  through  the  sum- 
mer and  had  contested  a  claim  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  18,  in 
Carroll  townshij).  and  it  was  decided  in  his  favor  and  he  settled  on  this 
daim  in  the  spring  of  1871,  and  he  or  his  boys  still  own  it,  Mr.  Mennig  hav- 
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ing  retired  to  a  modem  home  in  Sheldon  after  a  long  life  of  hard  work. 
He  has  deeded  his  land  of  several  hundred  acres  to  his  three  children  and 

he  and  wife  have  moved  to  Sheldon,  with  a  large  competency  to  keep  them 
in  their  old  a<,'c.  In  the  year  1870  W  illiani  Uutterticld  and  Charles  Alliriyht 
came  out  from  lJurant,  Iowa,  to  spy  out  the  land,  of  which  its  vast  prairies 
and  wonderfid  sunshine  had  began  to  be  noised  about.  Mr.  Albright  selected 
his  land  in  Hi^land  township,  while  Mr.  Butterfield  honiesteaded  on  its 
southeast  (juarter  of  section  4,  Carroll  township.  They  then  returned  to 
l^urant  and  told  of  the  wonderful  country,  where  milk  and  honey  flowed  and 
jiold  was  to  be  found  fur  the  picking  up.  They  were  verv  much  enthused 
over  this  wonderful  land  and  tried  and  did  imbue  this  same  .spirit  in  others, 
so  mnch  so  that  in  the  spring  of  1871  eleven  men  in  all  came  to  view  this 
wonderful  coimtry  and  most  of  them  settled  in  CarroU  township.  The 
writer's  husband,  C.  V.  Van  Epps.  and  M.  G.  McQellan  being  two  of  the 
party  that  drove  across  the  state  in  June  from  Durant.  Iowa,  and  home- 
steaded  on  the  east  half  of  section  rn  in  Carroll  towushij),  each  settling  on 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  as  both  were  soldiers  and  entitled  to  Uiat  much. 
They  hired  Charles  Butterfield  and  Johnie  Miller  to  break  twelve  and  six 
acres  respectively  on  each  claim  and  then  they  traveled  back  home»  and  in 
Septeml>cr.  that  year,  had  to  come  again  to  malw  some  improvement,  so  as 
to  hold  their  claims.  .Arriving  here,  they  went  over  into  Lyon  county,  along 
the  Rock  river,  and  got  ]M»les  {<<  luake  a  frame  for  stables  and  covered  them 
with  prairie  grass,  Van  Epps  leaving  a  ci.irn  plow  and  two  stools  in  his  and 
McClellan  leaving  something  on  the  same  order  to  show  the  claims  had  been 
settled  on.  Then,  in  the  spring  of  1872,  all  these  men  brought  their  families, 
and  in  that  year  the  land  in  the  township,  or  mostly  all.  was  taken  up.  In 
the  uorlhcrn  pari  nt  the  tit\viisbi]i  the  claiiiT;  were  inhabited  with  families 
an<l  tluTc  was  r|uite  a  cnlony  nf  scttlcrN  who  had  mostly  come  fri>m  or  near 
the  .same  place  (Durant,  Iowa).  The  writer  came  Septeml>er  IJ.  187^,  her 
husband  preceding  her  to  get  something  to  live  in.  He  had  hauled  lumber 
from  Cherokee  and  got  a  home  fourteen  by  eighteen,  twelve-foot  posts,  built, 
but  as  yet  no  windcnvs  or  doors.  Rag  carpet  hung  over  the  openings  at 
nights  to  protect  you  from  the  colil  air.  the  Ii'Hisc  being  only  sheeted  u[). 
The  writer  helped  weather  board  it  and  w  hat  a  tmie  we  did  have  to  make  a 
stair  way  >o  as  not  to  have  to  climb  a  ladder.  We  lived  seventeen  years  in 
that  home,  with  few  improvements,  as  happy  as  any  years  of  our  lives.  The 
settlers  thought  notliing  of  driving  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  a  day  to  \Hsit  or  to 
help  each  other  when  w  ork  was  on  hand. 

The  winter  of  1872  and  1873  was  the  lurdvst  01  all  for  the  settlers  in 
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Carroll  township,  as  they  were  not  prepared  for  the  cold  winter,  no  houses 
being  plasrered  and  the  prairies  being  one  vast  plain  of  land,  not  a  tree  or  bush 

to  mar  otu's  \  ision'as  far  as  the  eye  could  sec.  The  bleak  cold  northwest 
\viiul>  jji  iu  ! rated  every  crack  or  crevice  of  our  lnjines  and  nianv  had  not  even 
the  clotlun^  they  ouglit  to  have  had  to  protect  their  bodies..  Fuel  was  hard 
to  get.  as  the  Oinaha  &  St  Paul  railroad,  the  tirst  in  the  county,  had  only 
gotten  as  far  as  Worthington  and  was  blockaded  so  much  of  the  time  that 
they  could  not  get  coal  into  the  county ;  only  a  very  few  settlers  anyway,  had 
money  with  which  to  buy  fuel.  So  prairie  grass  (some  few  had  a  little 
corn)  was  resorted  ti)  a"-  luel.  The  f)t!i  of  January.  1872.  when  the  first 
blizzard  raged  over  the  township,  nine  of  liic  settlers  in  the  noitiiern  part  of 
the  township  had  gone  to  Waterman  creek,  near  Gierokec,  or  to  the  Rock 
river  near  Rock  Valley,  to  gather  wood  or  chop  down  green  poles  to  bring 
home  for  fuel.  O  what  aching  hearts  there  were  at  that  time,  for  some  of 
these  settlers  did  not  pet  home  for  a  week,  their  families  not  knowing 
whether  the\-  were  frozen  to  death  or  not,  for  there  were  no  roads  and 
when  there  was  snow  on  the  ground  nothing  to  l>e  seen  to  guide  you. 

So  what  dark  days  we  did  see,  especially  when  the  diphtheria  broke  out 
among  the  children  and  the  settlers'  teams  with  the  epizootic.  No  doctor 
in  the  county  and  no  one  hardly  to  look  to  for  help,  as  each  family  had  all 
they  could  do  lo  lulp  themsches.  The  writer  has  gone  fourteen  miles,  when 
thev  came  after  her.  to  help  in  sickness,  tlie  cold  winds  blowing;  a  tjale  and 
the  snow  lieing  two  icet  deep  on  the  level,  with  drifts  four  and  five  feet  piled 
up,  and  no  signs  of  a  road  and  the  track  being  filled  in  as  fast  as  you  could 
get  over  it.  Bedding  was  taken  along  to  keep  you  warm  and  a  scoop  shovel 
to  dii,'  out  the  horses  when  they  mired  down  in  the  snow. 

Tile  tirst  school  housi.'  in  ihv  township  was  built  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  section  3,  and  the  tir>t  teacher  in  it  was  Mrs.  Dr,  Cram,  of  Sheldon. 
Rev.  H.  D.  W'iard  had  taught  a  school  in  the  shack  he  lived  in  the  winter 
before  on  the  Will  Ridell  homestead  on  section  10.  the  scholars,  some  of 
them,  coming  from  nine  to  fourteen  miles  and  staying  through  the  week  with 
the  settler.  Rev.  H.  D.  W'iard  preached  the  first  sermon  in  Carroll  town- 
ship ;it  the  home  of  I );in  McKay,  who  was  loi'ated  on  section  (>.  m  .\ugust. 
187J.  ami  from  the  tinic  of  that  lir-^t  sermon  t!ie  first  church  that  was  built 
in  O'Brien  comity  sprang  up  and  is  now  the  Congregational  society  of 
Sheldon.  It  sprang  up  from  small  b^innings.^jas  large  trees  from  acorns 
grow.   There  were  six  members  in  the  churAii  four  of  these  in  Carroll 
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township.  In  Sci)t ember.  191 2.  that  church  celebrated  its  fortieth  anni- 
versary, which       will  riTDrd  in  this  Iiistnrv. 

[The  following  tcininisct'm  sketch  of  the  history  ol  the  I-'irst  Conpreija- 
tional  church,  from  its  he^'iiiiun},\  in  Sheldon,  Iowa.  .\iij;nst  l.S.  J 872,  to 
September  29,  191 2,  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  C.  V.  Van  Kpps,  and  read  by 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Frisbee  on  tlie  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  church's  organ- 
ization.— Ed.  ] 

We  of  the  Ci int:rei,';itii Ilia!  church  extent!  <,'reetiii<,'^  to  all  tlie  dear  people 
who  meet  here  tonight,  to  lie!])  us  celebrate  this  the  lortielh  aniii\ ersarv  of 
our  church.  Tlie  Lord  made  the  mountains  and  the  hills;  ilc  made  the 
oceans  and  the  dew  drops;  He  made  nature's  garden  to  blossom  as  the  rose; 
•  He  also  made  the  prairies  of  O'Brien  county,  Iowa,  for  its  first  settlers  to 
live  in. 

W'e  also  knew,  that  in  order  to  ])rosper.  (here  must  l)e  a  place  for  these 
|)eo|)!e  to  uor-hip  liiat  ( iod  uiio  had  done  so  nindi  for  them.  So,  in  tlie 
year  I1S7J.  when  there  were  only  a  few  straggling  settlers  on  these  prairies, 
there  was  a  >  oung  minister,  Rev.  H.  D.  Wiard,  who  had  come  from  Mich- 
igan, with  his  young  bride,  and,  you  might  say,  who  had  come  to  prepare  the 
way  for  this,  our  Iwautiful  church  of  today,  since  it  was  through  his  untiring 
encrciv  and  faithfulness  that  the  first  church  of  northwest  O'Brien  county, 
Iowa,  was  built. 

The  first  church  service  was  held  on  the  i8th  of  August.  1872^  at  the 
Dan  McBCay  ranch,  which  is  now  the  Louis  Younger  place,  one  mile  south 
of  Sheldon.  The  building  consisted  of  a  room  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet, 
without  plaster,  and  with  no  cupola  or  porch.  There  were  six  Congrega- 
tional meml)ers  present  and,  !  I)elieve.  were  all  tlie  church  nieml>ers  in  these 
parts  at  that  time.  These  menil>ers  were  Rev.  W  iard  and  wife,  M.  G.  Mc- 
Oellan  and  wife,  and  William  Butterfield  and  wife.  The  writer  and  htis- 
band  did  not  belong  to  this  church  at  that  time.  and.  in  fact,  the  writer  was 
not  at  that  first  service,  though  lur  hii-liaiid  was.  I  had  not  yet  arrived  at 
my  lovely  pr.airie  lioiiie;  my  husband  was  ahead  of  me  at  the  home  and  at 
this  serv  ice.  a>  the  men  always  try  to  be  ahead  of  the  women,  and  perhaps 
for  our  g«<od. 

From  that  time  on  the  work  of  the  church  was  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  but  there  are  only  a  very  few  of  the  dear  people  of  today  who  know 
and  can  realize  the  hardships  the  settlers  of  that  time  Itad  to  endure.  When 

the  seeds  were  planted  anil  bct^an  to  grmv,  and  we  began  to  think,  now  wc 
will  ha\e  gold  to  pick  up.  King  Cirasshopper  wtnikl  appear  and  always  took 
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first  choice.  But  Brother  Wiard  stood  by  us,  and.  with  prayer  and  words  of 
encouragement,  ever  kept  the  need  of  a  church  before  us.    In  ihc  winur  of 

iSjj  three-  prayer  mcctintr-  wvrv  <1;irlc<l  and  kept  up  weekly,  the  first  heinq 
held  at  the  M.  (i.  MeClcllan  home,  the  next  at  lUitterfield's.  the  next  at 
\^an  Epps",  and  so  on.  On  May  10,  1873,  liierc  were  seven  other  names 
added  to  the  church  roll.  The  church  was  incorporated  January  29.  1874. 
with  the  name,  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Sheldon.  Iowa,  and  from 
that  time  on,  yon  might  say,  the  word  was,  Go!  On  the  21  si  day  of  Septem- 
ber. if<74.  a  hiiildini;  conimittee  was  ai)])ointed.  and  <'n  the  loth  <lay  of 
September,  1875,  a  contrail  with  builders  was  signed.  I  he  carpenter  work 
was  done  by  Mr.  Walker  and  the  masonry  by  Liei*rge  Berry.  The  first 
work  was  done  on  the  church  September  24,  1875.  and  on  December  20th, 
of  the  same  year,  the  church  was  completed,  lacking  but  the  seats.  The  first 
scats  used  were  simply  rough  Ijoanls.  supported  on  nail  kegs.  In  spite  of 
the  l)ackaclie  that  came  from  sitting  on  the<e  seats,  it  really  seemed  harder  to 
get  new  seats  than  it  was  to  build  the  church.  In  the  building  and  furnishing 
of  the  church  many  sacrifices  were  made  and  much  hard  work  done,  every 
honest  method  conceivable  being  used  to  get  money  for  this  purpose.  I 
recall  a  mush  and  milk  social  given  at  the  Benjamin  Jones  home,  when  each 
one  dipped  in  a  spoon,  at  so  much  a  dip.  The  first  mone\  raised  to  build  the 
church  was  in  the  winter  of  1874.  It  was  by  a  soci.il  held  upstairs,  where 
the  Hollander  drug  store  now  is.  Mrs.  M.  G.  MeClcllan  and  myself  baked  two 
large  cakes  and  brought  them  to  the  social  and  succeeded  in  selling  them  for 
sixty  dollars.  This  was  the  way  it  was  done.  A  beauty  contest  was  made 
over  the  cakes,  and  the  contest  lay  between  a  newly  married  woman.  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Brown,  and  a  young,  unmarried  woman,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Cram.  The 
decision  of  the  contest  was  left  to  the  vote  of  tlu-  people,  a  stateil  >inii  Keing 
charged  for  the  tickets  u.sed  in  voting.  The  t  infatuated)  husband,  of  course, 
looked  after  his  wife's  interests,  and  in  this  was  supported  by  other  married 
men.  The  young  men  undertook  the  care  of  the  maiden,  but  from  lax^  of 
experience  or  money,  or  both,  they  fell  down  in  the  undertaking,  and  the 
married  men  got  the  cakes. 

The  Congregational  Church  Building  Society  furnished  four  hundred 
dollars  toward  building  the  church,  providing  the  members  and  friends  would 
do  the  rest  The  lumber  for  the  church  was  bought  of  Mr.  WycofT.  who 
then  had  what  is  now  Strong's  lumber  yard.  The  first  marriage  in  the 
church  was  a  double  one,  July  2.  1876.  Iieing  Frank  Piper  and  Mi^^s  F.va 
Bronson.  and  M.  Cook  and  Miss  I<"..  Urush.  There  was  no  friction  in  tlvse 
flays  between  the  members  and  the  pastor  of  the  fiuck  and  harmony  was  the 
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nilc.  ami  the  i)cii]»lt.'  wcrt-  justly  iinnul  and  much  |>It.a>Lil  with  their  new 
churcl),  wliich  had  sprunjj  trom  such  a  humble  bejjinniu};.  It  was  unpre- 
tciitions.  but  (luite  comt\)rlal)ic,  and  was  built  on  the  surface  oi  the  ground, 
and  heated  by  stoves,  but  in  1888,  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Abom,  a 
lecture  room  with  basement  apartments,  inchiding  furnace  and  stone  fottnda- 
tion  was  added,  and  then  wc  were  a  much  pleased  people. 

In  the  siiriii^:  <>{  1S74.  ;iitiT  the  church  was  rej^iilarly  incnrp( .rated,  with 
Kcv.  W'iartl  t)rdaincd  as  pa>tur.  ami  Ik; fore  the  building  of  the  cluircli, 
services  were  held  in  the  dining  room  of  the  new  Sheldon  Hotel.  Mrs.  But- 
teriield  was  organist  and  Mrs.  A.  6.  Johnson.  Eva  Bronson  f  aftenvard  Mrs. 
Frank  Piper)  and  Charlie  Kent  composed  the  choir.  The  first  Sabbath 
-chi>i>l  was  (•rsiani/'cd  in  the  nx.m  r>ver  where  now  is  Kdllainler's  drug  stitre. 
I  di>  not  recall  who  acted  as  suiKrintcndent  but  Ix-licvc  it  was  the  Kevereml 
Wiard. 

I  have  forgotten  just  when  the  first  Ladies*  Aid  Society  was  formed,  but 
think  it  was  along  in  the  eighties.   At  any  rate  it  has  always  been  of  material 

assistance  in  the  upbuildin;^'  of  the  church. 

Brother  Wiard  rcmainol  with  us  until  1875  and  there  came  after  him 
iti  the  followin;^  onkT  tlic^t  pa>tors;  Re\.  Palmer.  ii^~i^-Jj:  Rev.  South- 
worth.  ii^77-\\:  Kcv.  Hmunall.  i.S^!3-.S.S;  Rev.  Cole,  iHJS<S-9o;  Rev.  Haiiscom. 
1890*93:  Rev.  Cummings,  1893-99;  Rev.  Bray.  1899-08:  Rev.  Westlake. 
from  September  1.  1908.  up  to  the  present  hour.  In  the  year  1900  the  mem- 
Inrrs.  seeing  the  need  of  a  l.-n  :<  r  liurch.  secured  subscriptions  for  that  pur- 
po>e  and  in  May.  work  wa^  lieijun  on  iliis  rmr  ]»resent  structure.  The 

l.adifs"  Aid  Socict}  <lid  splriulid  work  toward  raisjni,'  the  money  neede<l. 
antl  we  now  feel  greatly  pleased  with  «nir  tliurch  home,  which  is  free  of 
debt.  Our  membership  numbers  two  hundred  and  forty-six  resident  mem- 
Ijers.  rq>resenting  one  himdrcd  and  forty-five  families.  During  the  present 
p.Tst<iratc  u))wards  of  ninety  have  united  with  the  church,  over  one  thousand 
two  linndrcil  dollars  improvement^-  liave  lu-oti  made  in  and  on  the  huildiu'^ 
and  paid,  while  a  parsona^'c  has  been  purchase<l.  which  there  is  still  some 
iudelite<lnes>.  Fhe  rec<jrds  of  this  church,  covering  a  period  of  six  or  seven 
years,  were  burned  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  Mr.  Wyman's  house,  where 
they  were  kept  by  him  as  a  church  oflkial.  All  we  can  make  known  con- 
cernintj  tlio..e  ytars  we  must  furnish  from  mentory.  and  there  are  but  lew 
of  tin-  old  worker'-  left  w !io  liave  re'-ollection  of  the  doinijs  of  that  ju-riod. 

( )iie  thin;.;  comes  to  my  nuiid.  I  nnist  not  fail  to  ineiuion.  as  it  .shows  a 
fine  record  for  a  small  child.    In  the  stimmcr  of  1875  Maggie  Jones,  now 
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Mr>.  I'',i;.t,'ar(.  iK-.^an  playinij  tlie  f»rj;an.  when  she  was  so  ';niall  that  sIk-  had 
to  lie  hel<l  on  the  organ  stool.  Mrs  IhitiirtieUl  taught  her  to  play  the  hyimi 
tunes,  and  for  six  years,  until  she  started  oft'  to  school,  ^he  never  missed  a 
Sunday  in  her  playing.  I  must  also  mention  that  Benjamin  Jones  and  Mr. 
Parkhurst  donated  the  stucco  for  the  plasterir^  of  the  church,  and  some  one 
donated  an  old  chair  for  pulpit  use.  and  after  a  time  Mr.  Jnncs  tjavc  the 
cane  <eatcd  chair  now  in  use  in  the  lecture  room,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
old  chair. 

Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Jones,  although  not  enrolled  Jnireh  ujeinher.s.  have 
been  with  us  from  the  first  and  helped  its  in  many  ways  hy  counsel  and  gifts. 
.After  the  addition  of  our  lecture  room  to  the  first  church,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  J.  Hartenbower  donated  our  pn  ent  pulpit  Among  others  who  have  had 
a  share  in  our  hardships  and  t(Kla>  have  the  most  reason  for  rejoicing  arc  the 
\\"in>l<»us.  Mrs.  .\.  1).  Johnson,  Mrs.  Frank  llollenl>eck.  the  Ba.ssett.s.  Mrs. 
Cram  and  .Mrs.  \V.  L.  Aycrs. 

Many,  many  of  our  most  zealous  workers  have  gone  to  their  reward, 
but  I  feel  that  their  spirits  look  down  upon  us  today  and  know  the  good  they 
have  done.  Other  faithful  ones  have  mo\ed  etsewfaere,  bttt  arc  not  for- 
gittten.  This  pafier  may  contain  some  mistakes,  since  memory  is  not  always 
reliaMe.  some  records  are  not  availal)le,  and  those  wht*  could  have  aided  my 
memory  are  in  a  Ix'tter  world.  1  a.sk  your  pardon  if  this  paper  has  seemed 
tedious  to  you.  and  express  the  wish  that  you  may  find  as  great  hairiness  in 
church  work  as  I  have  found. 


F.very  other  sect  ion  in  Carroll  tow  nship  was  what  they  called  railroad 
lanil.  It  had  been  taken  as  a  right  of  way  hy  the  Omaha  &  St.  Paul  or  the 
Chicago  Si  Milwaukee  railroad.  These  sections  were  not  open  to  the  settlers, 
hut  many  scfuatted  on  them  and  made  quite  extensive  improvements.  Then 
when  the  land  came  in  market  some  of  them  could  buy  it,  while  others  tried 
to  hold  on  by  their  squatter  rit^hts.  In  the  meantime  others  would  buy  it  over 
their  heads  and  they  would  have  to  give  up  and  lose  all  their  improvements. 
Carr»>ll  township  land  is  now  worth  from  one  hundretl  and  fifty  to  two 
hundred  dollars  per  acre,  and  in  the  years  of  1873-4-5  and  6,  during  the  time 
of  the  grasshopper  reign,  I  have  known  men  to  offer  their  land  and  every 
thing  they  had  for  Bve  hundred  dollars,  to  get  the  money  to  get  out  of  the 
country  with.  There  are  not  many  of  the  first  settlers  of  Carroll  township 
left,  some  having  left  the  county  and  a  lew  still  living,  but  the  silent  grave 
yards  hold  the  most  of  them. 
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BANKS  AND  BANKING. 

The  first  infantile  banking;  enterprise  in  O'Brien  county  was  at  Old 
O'Brien  in  1869.  when  John  K.  Pumphrey  made  arrangements  with  Weare 

vS:  Alliscii.  hankers  at  Sioux  City,  giving  him  the  right  t«>  draw  checks  and 
tirai"i>  uu  thi'iii  in  tlii-ir  nanu*  on  their  corre-^pxtideiit^.  Mr.  rmnphrev  never 
■  ipened  up  a  llu^ine^>  huildintj  as  a  hank  ihi-re.  Indeed  the  aceninu  ;i<  kept 
there  at  Siuu\  C  itv.  1*1  llie  cheek>.  draits,  etc.,  was  the  unly  record.  J'rior 
to  that  the  only  use  for  a  bank  had  lieen  at  Cherokee  and  Fort  Dodge,  but 
not  by  any  direct  drafts,  as  Mr.  Pumphrey  for  the  first  time  in  the  county 
was  given  the  rij^lit  to  du.  Mr.  Pumphrey  opened  up  his  (irsi  'in's  in  a 
small  fr  inie  luiildini,'  itn  the  site  of  the  present  Hub  hotel,  in  i'rimghar,  in 
the  latter  part  of  18-J  or  Ursi  part  oi  1^5/3. 

We  have  stated,  ami  sh«nvn  elsewhere  in  this  history,  that  Air.  I'liinph- 
rey's  bank,  which  he  called  the  Exchange  Bank,  was  in  reality  but  little  more 
than  a  clearing  house  in  liandling  public  funds.  1x)th  county,  township  and 
school,  and  in  the  buying;  and  selhnj;  of  eounty  warrants  and  bonds,  putting 
them  into  jndi^nH-nt  and  siteciilatinii  on  the  niar<jins  and  profit'^  on  same.  It  is 
trne  that  he  also  liiie<i  the  <niali  necd.i  of  u  bank  in  the  eastern  and  southern 
parts  of  the  cuimty.  W  e  will  not  dwell  longeron  thai  feature.  .\s  B.  F.  McCor- 
mack  and  Mr.  Pumphrey  each  said  at  sundry  times  to  the  writer,  they  "had 
to  do  and  take  part  in  the  l>u.siness  t!iat  ^.-oini.:  on  or  they  would  have  no 
business  to  do."  Al'ont  every  dollar  of  ])nhlie  funds  in  the  eonnty  in  the 
rtrsi  instance  passed  throned)  hi-  h.iiik  and  his  very  ordinaiy  hank  safe.  Mr. 
i'uniphrey  was  a  really  penman  and  kept  a  neat  reojrd,  was  hiniselt  a  home- 
steader, an  old  soldier,  but  never  really  discovered  the  full  definition  of 
public  funds.  To  him  they  were  funds  to  be  used  in  all  classes  of  public 
business  and  were  so  userl  i^enerally  hy  hini>clf  ,ind  hy  him  loaned  to  others 
in  the  county.   In  fact,  the  public  funds  was  the  only  banking  capital. 

^  primghak's  banks. 

John  K.  Pumphrey  and  T.d.  C.  Hrown  were  the  first  liankers  in  the 
county.   Mr.  Brown  in  the  first  instance  had  been  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Pumphrey's 
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bank.  In  real  fact  they  had  studied  up  the  matter  together  and,  so  to  speak, 

taught  each  tither.  during  the  same  tnuiuhs  in  banking,  with  a  view  of  each 
starting  a  bank.  Mr.  ruinphroy  at  l'rimi;har  aiul  .Mr.  I'.rrtwn  at  Sheldon, 
which  wa.s  carried  out  later,  each  in  a  common  tranie  l)u:ldiiiur  perhajjs 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  size.  Neither  had  ever  had  any  banking  experience 
even  in  a  small  town. 

Mr.  Pumphrcy  started  a  set  of  abstracts  of  tide  and  ctmunenced  on  a 
land  list  and  paid  taxes  for  n.  iiri  i  'mi  -  Mr.  Puniphrey's  experience  was 
no;  ijuite  e<|iial  to  the  severe  -irani  lliiinii;h  a  trying  j>erind  from  1S7J  to 
loSi  in  Frinighar  and  the  cimniy.  lie  ami  .\.  J.  15ruck.  and  later  on  W.  C. 
Cirecn,  and  still  later  J.  G.  Chrysler  and  his  store  and  bank  and  public  funds 
became  much  interminp;Iefl.  In  1881  Mr.  Pumphrey  sold  his  bank  to  Schee 
&  .\chorn  (George  \\ .  Schee  and  Clinton  E.  Achom).  who  conducted  it 
niui!  I'^J^v  wheti  tluy  •^r .Id  to  Sl()cnnj  &  Turner,  comi»osed  of  George  R. 
.*^lociiin  and  I  rank  A.  I  nruer.  l-"i tllow  ing  this  year,  for  >ix  vears  Mr.  Tur- 
ner was  clerk  of  the  courts,  but  later  un  moved  to  Salem,  Oregon,  where  he 
has  since  engaged  as  an  attorney  at  law.  Mr.  Slocum  develq>ed  into  one  of 
the  real  far-reaching  banking  men  of  the  county.  Mr.  Slocum.  with  O.  H. 
Montzheinier  and  II.  W.  Smith,  had  nnich  to  ilo  in  dt-veloping  and  laying 
the  later  fmnKlations  for  what  became  the  I'  irst  Xational  L'>ank. 

Isaac  W,  Daggett,  in  slarle<l  a  Ijank  in  a  small  Ituihling.  almiit  ten 

by  sixteen  feet  ni  size,  in  IVinighar.  .Mr.  runiphrey  often  sported  tlie  fact 
that  Mr.  Daggett  run  a  two-by-four  hank  and  kept  hogs  and  fed  them  him- 
self. But  the  citrious  fact  followed  that  Mr.  Daggett  made  himself  rich  and 
Mr.  Pumphrey  broke  up.  Mr.  Da-gett  did  not  participate  in  the  debt  and 
count)  warrant  dregs,  though  his  banking  business  was  smaller  than  tliat  of 
Mr.  Pumphrey. 

KALPII  IIINMAN,  B.XNKKR. 

Sometime  about  the  year  1888  a  young  man  moved  to  Primghar.  with 

his  I'atlier.  from  ;»  farm  in  Maki-r  tnwnshin,  a  man  who  was  destined  to,  and 
lias  since.  U-come  oir-  ni  ihi-  main  hankers  in  I'rimgiiar  as  well  a>  in  the 
county.  We  refer  to  Ralph  ilinman,  the  >on  of  Hon.  John  V.  Kinntan.  for 
two  years  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State  Legislature  from  this  county.  The 
son.  then  just  |)ast  his  majority,  was  first  a  clerk  and  then  cashier  in  the 
Primghar  State  I'ank  with  (jcorge  \V.  Scbee.  Later  on  he,  with  William 
Archer.  John  II.  Nrrlier,  John  P.  Iliinnan  and  Cieorge  R.  Whitmer  (later 
to  include  IJ.  II.  Sniitij,  J.  L.  E.  Peck  and  L.  D.  Collier),  organized  the 
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Prinighar  Savin,t,'>>  Hank,  uitli  William  Archer  ami  Ralph  Hininan  as  mana* 
gcr<;.    Still  later  .Mr.  M:nni.!!i  s.^ld       -lork  ti>  William  IVif^j,'^. 

AhK:)ut  1897  Mr.  Ilinmaii  and  (icnrLiv  K.  Whitmer  organized  the  J'arm- 
ers  Bank  as  a  co-partnership,  and  conducted  it  for  some  time.  Later  it  was 
reot^anixed  as  the  Farmers  National  Bank,  which  was  conducted  as  such 
until  1904.  when  its  asset.s  were  sold  to  and  incorporated  in  the  First  Xa> 
tional  Bank.  ^fr.  Whitmer  was  a  succes-tnl  t'mancier,  and  during  these 
penVxls  -served  two  years  in  the  lona  State  legislature. 

The  I'irst  Xation.d  Bank  was  organized  in  i<S,S().  and  Mr.  Ilimnan  later 
hecanic  engaged  with  George  R.  Slocum  and  others  therein.  This  e.\i)er- 
ience,  running  through  all  these  years,  developed  Mr.  Hinman  into  a  ripe 
and  substantial  i»nker.  Mr.  Hinman  has  for  some  years  been  cashier  of 
that  bank,  and  since  Juntiary  i,  1913.  he  has  been  its  president,  with  Roy 
Kinj;  promoted  to  his  place  as  cashier. 

Returning  to  the  hank  of  .\lr.  riimphrey,  he  sold  it  to  Schee  it  .\chorn 
in  1881.  and  they,  in  1883.  sold  to  Slocum  &  Turner  as  in  part  stated  above. 
Schee  &  Achom  conducted  a  very  extensive  real  estate  department  with  this 
bank.  They  were  also  financial  agents  in  the  rehonding  of  the  county  debt 
in  connection  with  Reiniger  &  Balch,  bankers  of  Charles  City,  Iowa. 

nUMGlI.VR  STATE  BANK. 

In  iSSf)  George  W.  Schee,  in  connection  with  Frank  Frislicc.  l"red 
I'ri^hee.  101.1. '.  I'.roun.  Dr.  C.  Longshnru.  J.  F..  Van  F^ttten,  C.  S.  McLaur>-. 
M.  1'.  I'arkhiirst  and  |.  L.  V..  I'eck.  and  Rudolph  Blankenbnrg,  now  mayor 
of  Philadelphia,  organized  and  incorporated  the  I'rimghar  Stale  Bank,  with 
W.  J.  Lorshbough,  and  later  on  in  the  same  year,  1886,  J.  L.  E.  Pedc  as 
cashier,  who  continued  as  such  until  1890.  and  was  then  followed  by  Fred 
Whitehoiise.  and  still  later  by  Ralph  Hinman  as  cashiers,  respectively,  for 
the  years  up  to  1894. 

PRIMCH.AR  SAVINGS  BAKK. 

In  180.4  the  I'rimghar  State  Bank  and  its  goo<l  will  was  sold  or  rather 
reorganized  into  the  present  Primghar  Savings  P.aiik  li\  William  .\rclier, 
John  H.  .Archer,  John  F.  Hinman,  Cieorge  R.  Whitnur  and  (ieorge  W .  Schee 
and  L.  D.  Collier  and  later  by  William  Briggs  and  J.  L.  E.  Peck.  The  long 
experience  of  William  Briggs  as  an  accountant  in  large  business,  together 
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with  Ihe  still  longer  exjicricucc  of  his  father.  Stephen  liriggs.  president  of 
the  First  Mational  Bank  of  Clinton,  Iowa,  for  a  lifetime  in  business,  and 
bringing  to  it  the  support  of  large  financial  properties  in  the  badcground  by 
each  of  these  parties,  hnm^ht  to  Priiiij^'har  what  are  now,  with  the  First 
National  Bank,  two  sohd  liankini;  instituliotis  in  the  town. 

Ik'  it  remarked  here  tliat  hnth  <ici)ri;e  W.  Sehee  and  John  11,  .\rcher 
have  (iyiired  largely  in  muny  of  the  hanks  of  the  county. 

.\  Statement  of  the  Primghar  Savings  Bank  would  not  be  complete 
without  special  mention  of  the  services  of  its  three  cashiers,  William  Archer, 
D.  H.  Smith  and  Lester  T.  ,\I<lingcr.  William  \rchcr  laid  substantial  f.>un- 
dations  in  its  oryani/ation  an<i  first  years.  [).  H.  Smith  eanie  to  tlie  liank 
with  se\en  years'  e.\];erience  in  the  I'.ank  of  Archer  and  \>run-  to  tlial  several 
years  in  the  bank  at  Marcus.  The  hank  was  e([r,ally  fortunate  in  a  succe.s.sor 
in  Lester  T.  Aldinger.  who  had  had  an  experience  of  eight  years  with  all  the 
banks  of  the  county  as  coimty  treasurer. 

We  can  n«)t  cl«ise  the  banking  history  of  Prininhar  in  a  better  way  than 
to  state  the  rapid  ailvancenicnt  of  its  yoimgest  banker.  Roy  King.  On 
January  1.  1913,  .Mr.  King  was  hy  its  directors  elected  cashier,  lie  had 
stepped  direct  from  his  high  school  graduation  in  the  Primghar  public  schools 
to  a  prominent  place  as  si  derk  in  the  First  National  Bank.  He  was  at  once 
recognized  as  a  coming  rq)resentative  of  lianking  throughout  the  county. 
It  hav  hecn  truly  remarked  that  Mr.  King  was  a  banker  and  accountant 
from  the  I>eginning. 

Charles  Hinz  and  Harold  Metcalf,  of  the  First  Xational,  and  Charles 
Kopp,  of  the  Primghar  Savings  Bank,  are  assistants  in  the  two  banks. 

$IIErjX>N  BANKS. 

Sheldcm.  in  proportion  to  her  size  in  population,  her  railroad  facilities 
making  her  a  distributing  point  and  other  favorable  conditions,  has  four 
banks.  It  is  not  merely  in  numbers,  however,  that  we  speak.  The  property 
valuation  is  well  u]t  toward  the  million  mark.  It  is  a  high  compliment  tf) 
the  hankers  of  .S|ieldo!i,  hut  the  same  can  apply  (juite  universally  in  the 
county,  when  we  say  thai  those  lankers  have  practically  all  grown  up  with 
the  growth  of  the  county,  and  made  their  success  and  their  fortunes  in 
O'Brien  county  with  the  two  or  three  exceptions  in  northwestern  Iowa. 
There  have  l)een  but  little  ini|]ortations  in  banking  circles  into  the  county 
They  therefore  understand  its  needs. 
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THE  SUELUUN  STATE  BANK. 

The  oldest  and  first  hank  in  Sheldon  was  what  later  became  the  Sheldon 
Bank  and  still  later  the  ShekUjn  State  Lank  and  established  by  Ed.  C.  Brown. 

It  \va>  ^ir^t  sKirtcd  in  tlic  small  frame  luiildimj  of  very  nnHlc^t  size.  Sheidoii 
and  i'riiiiL^liar  uirc  ])la:tc'il  tlic  siine  year,  and  it>  tun  lir<.t  banks  startt-tl 
nearly  ,si«nuhanc<ni,>ly.  This  bank  develuijed  iniu  large  pniportions.  .Mr. 
Brown  was  a  man  of  a  large  conception  of  a  real  bank  and  banking,  even 
though  he  did  fail  later.  He  enjoyed  a  large  hanking  constituency  and  grew 
in  liiMu-c-^  am!  --i  r-,  m"  tran-attians  until  the  year  i •)<».>.  when,  unfortunately, 
bis  bank  lailed.  I  bis  ba-^.  ba]»i)ily.  Iieen  ibe  only  liank  faibirr  in  tbe  oumty. 
It  went  into  the  bands  of  a  receiver.  R  W.  Ady  aclin-^  in  that  caiat  ity.  It- 
assel>  and  proceedinj;*  wtrr  in  ibe  couris  for  several  years.  Mr.  Brown  bad 
l}articii>ated  in  many  of  tla  [itiliiic  affairs  of  both  county  and  town  of  Sheldon 
for  thirty  years,  and  was  state  railroad  commissioner  for  three  years.  He 
had  erected  a  fine  hanking  building  of  stone.  He  seen»ed  to  Ivne  reached  a 
climax,  riif  remark  \\a«;  often  made.  "  \s  i^immI  .i  l.anlver  a^  I  d.  ^'.  Brown."' 
Xo  lianker  e'.er  in  t!ie  coiMity  conld  write  a  more  icr^e.  e< inden^etl  business 
leiier  of  instruction  on  a  business  transnctiou  of  any  kind  tban  he,  lie 
scarce  ever  wrote  a  tetter  longer  than  two-thirds  of  a  common  letter  sheet, 
hut  it  was  alwaj'S  remarked  that  he  expressed  every  necessary  item  and  never 
^^ed  a  word  more.  >Ie  bad  <!e:ilt  witb  «;nb.stantia!  tbinps  for  thirty  years, 
lie  IkkI  been  teste<l  and  bv  tile  public  indu'iuent  pronounced  a  success.  Mi- 
failure  wa>  a  .i;reat  siir>)n>e.  lie  luul  been  both  an  old  M>ldier  and  an  old 
homesteader.  His  lank  in  the  courts  |jaid  a  dividend  of  .seventy-three  per 
cent.  In  this  article  wc  can  only  mention  his  hmg  career  as  an  historic  item. 
It  was  seriously  to  be  regretted  that  a  m  ui  >m  Lifted  should  have  met  with 
such  a  misfortune  to  lioth  himself  an<l  ibe  )»ul)lic.  lie  wa-  indicteil  for  em- 
bezzlement .and  bi-  trial  by  a  jury  lasted  one  week,  and  he  was  acquitted. 
But  we  nmst  turn  to  our  better  sides  of  bankinsj;  aj.;aiu. 

FIRST  XATIOXAL  BANK.  SIIP.I.DOX. 

We  strike  a  betier  cbord  in  tbe  l"ir<t  National  Hank  of  .Slicldon.  With 
due  courie>y  t<»  all  otbers  in  the  county,  we  ibink  it  will  Ix*  conceded  as 
admittedly  the  first,  the  largest,  and  the  nearest  npiiroach  to  a  city  and 
ntetropolitan  bank  of  either  of  the  twenty  banks  in  this  county.  Both  its 
<leiK)sils  and  its  loans  amount  to  iiractirally  thrce-r|narters  of  a  million  dol- 
lars.  Intleed  it  is  to  a  merited  extent  a  bank  of  deposit,  and  bank  drafts 
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drawn  upon  it  are  mudi  in  circuUiuon.  Its  former  president.  W.  M.  Smith, 
did  much  to  establish  its  solid  foundati(4is.  By  reason  of  an  unfortunate  and 
severe  railroad  in  jury  lie  was  conipclU-il  iv.  cease  active  work  in  banking.  Its 

present  ])rc-.i(kMil.  l'"ri.(|  I„  I  ri'slice.  and  the  l'aniil>  <>f  I-rishee  l)ri>llK'rs,  Frank 
and  i  red  l"ri>lKO.  I"hn  McCaiiilless  and  John  11.  Archer  and  others  have 
aildcd  a  large  slreiiglh. 

The  I-'irst  National  Bank  started  at  a  time  when  tittre  was  great  need 
of  more  banking  capital  to  assist  in  developing  the  new  country,  and  in 
February,  i S88.  began  business  in  a  in-.tlcst  way  with  the  i<«llnwing  directors: 
("iei)r:^e  \\  .  Scliee.  i)residint :  |.  \'..  \  .111  I'  utiii,  \  ice-|)resident :  (  ".  S.  Mc- 
l.aury,  ra-hier;  l-'raiik  i-ri-lK'e.  i<ihn  II.  Archer  and  W.  M.  Snnth.  I'lie 
Ixiard  were  all  men  wlm  had  i»lher  large  l)U>ine>^  iiilere>ts  whicii  tiH>k  their 
entire  time,  and  it  was  intended  the  Brst  officers  shtaild  serve  only  until  such 
a  time  as  a  suitable  manager  of  hanking  exi)erience  could  be  foimd  who  could 
give  his  entire  time  tn  the  business.  The  man  they  selectetl  was  W.  M. 
Smith,  a  sucoesstul  I:;mker  uf  several  years"  experience,  whu  ua-  e.ishier  nt  a 
liank  at  .Milri>rd.  ]<>\\<i.  lie  in<i\cd  to  Sheldon  tutrly  in  i8*S«^.  and  at  once 
a»imied  the  active  management  ut  the  liusines.s. 

Mr.  Schee.  who  lived  at  Primghar,  sold  his  entire  interest  at  the  time, 
and  C  S.  Mcl.,aury  was  elected  president ;  Frank  Frisbec,  vice-president,  and 
.Mes-r-^  \  an  Patten.  Archer  and  Fred  Frisbec,  tlirectors.  The-e  men  were 
lar<;e  land  owners  and  men  \vhr>  were  very  s'lcce-sUil  in  all  their  l)u<ine-;s, 
and  immediately  i^-.iVL-  the  hank  a  presliye  lur  stability  which  lias  always 
sta\ed  ljy  it.  and  the  i»ank  was  known  from  the  first  as  a  Frislx'c-.Xrcher- 
Sniith  institution. 

Money  was  scarce  and  de|KJsits  small.  an<l  conse<|uentl\  hanks  were 
limited  as  to  tin-  business  they  could  do.  In  Jnlv.  iSijo.  the  ea]Ht;d  was 
|vrn,o(>r)  ;uid  •Kim'-its  milv  .^^  57.- when  I'red  |-",.  l•"ri•^1K•e.  a  ymiiiL;  man  }v.<\ 
out  ot  the  puhlic  school,  accepted  a  po>ition  as  clerk  under  La>hier  Snnth, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  these  two  men  were  the  only  persons  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  bank. 

Mr.  McLaury  continued  as  president  until  iS  ).;.  when  he  .sold  his  in- 
terest, and  l->;ink  I'risliee  was  nuid<"  ])re'-idem  :  I.  1".  \'an  I'atlen.  vit-e-pre^i- 
denl :  W.  .M.  Sniiili.  cashier,  and  i  ri'd  I'"..  l*'ri->lK-e.  a>-istant  ea>Iiier;  jolni  II. 
.\rcher  anil  I  red  l'ri>l)ee.  direcIor>,  and  the  hank  has  continued  uinl.i  the  >aine 
management  until  this  day,  with  some  changes  in  officers  as  the  older  men 
shifted  resptmsibilities  onto  younger  shoulders. 

The  only  break  in  the  ranks  was  in  1905.  when  Mr.  \'an  Patten  tlied. 
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In  1903  \\ .  .M.  Smith  was  elected  president:  J.  11.  Arclier.  vice-previdcnt : 
Fred  E.  Frisbee,  cashier,  and  in  1910  Mr.  Smith,  feeling  he  wanted  to  l>e  re- 
lieved from  active  duty,  retired  as  president,  being  made  chairman  of  the 
board,  with  J'red  E.  Frisbee.  president  and  manager;  J.  H.  Archer,  vice- 
president;  W.  nioxlianj.  cashier:  F.  L.  I'arrafjar.  assistant  cashier:  hrank 
!-"risl»ee  and  l"red  l-rishee.  threclors.  Mr.  151r>xhani  entered  the  f)ank  in  i8<)f^ 
as  a  hookkeeper.  ha\  in^  pre\  iously  heeii  employed  as  <leputy  postmaster,  and 
as  a  clerk  in  the  Sheldon  Bank.  .Mr.  Barragar  came  to  the  bank  as  book- 
keeper in  1907. 

At  tlie  ])re.sent  time  the  bank  has  a  c,ii)ital  of  Sioa.ooo:  surplus.  $50,000: 
depiisit^;.  ,'^(^(^().nco.  with  resuiirces  nf  :\  million  ami  a  ((narter  dollars,  it  has 
paid  senii-.'innual  dividends  from  the  very  beginning  and  is  one  of  the  strong 
I  tanks  of  Iowa. 

UNION  BANK. 

The  oldest  li.ink  now  in  .Sheldnn  is  the  I'nion  P.ank.  estal)lished  in  1882. 
by  its  jiresident.  ( leorije  W  .  Sherwood,  and  W  illiam  II.  Sleeper  an<l  A.  \\'. 
Sleeper.  Like  the  place  tltat  John  il.  .\rcher  fills  in  the  First  .National  as  one 
of  the  large  farmer  stockholders  and  directors,  so  Mr.  ^lerwood  has  for  a 
generation  filled  a  similar  Mtuatitm  in  the  Union  Bank.  This  bank  is  a 
private  or  ])artnershi|)  bank.  The  partners  in  individual  responsibility  stand 
for  a  half  million  dollars. 

SHELDON  NATIONAL  SANK. 

The  Sheldon  National  l»ank  as  now  conducted  was  organized  by  James 
Tov.  of  .Sioux  ("itv.  and  i^  .-ntioni;  a  larije  nmnher  ol  what  is  known  as  the 
"Toy  IJanks,"'  associated  as  branch  iianks  in  northwe>tern  Iowa.  .\ssociate<l 
in  this  bank  is  Hon.  W.  C.  Kimniel,  ex-state  senator  of  this  district. 

SUELDON  SAVINGS  BANK. 

In  H)\j  Sheldt>n  was  well  represented  by  three  banks,  national  institu- 
tions, and  a  private  lank,  but  did  not  have  a  state  or  savings  bank,  and  in 
January  of  that  year  local  capitalists  started  the  Sheldon  Savings  Bank  in  the 
building  formerly  used  by  the  old  Sheldon  Bank.  The  new  institution  is  a 
'^Towinff  bank  with  S^o.ooo  capital.  an<l  deposits  of  $100,000  and  is  backed 
by  some  of  the  m(»st  substantial  men  in  Sheldon.    The  otlicers  are  \\  illiam 


Digitized  by  Google 


O^BRIEN  AND  (ISCBOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


Myer-v,  |)r(.sidcnt :  l)r  W  .  II.  Myers,  vicc-prcsklent :  E.  B.  Myers,  aishicr; 
John  \  erstecg.  a.ssi.sUiiU  cashier;  Dr.  I'.  L.  Myers.  John  11.  Archer  and  Fred 
E.  Frisbee.  directors. 

Messrs.  Frisbee  and  .\rcher  are  also  interested  in  several  other  banks  in 
the  county,  and  Myers  Brothers  are  among  the  most  successful  and  conserva- 
tive real  estate  owikts  in  Sheldon  rind  the  [jrcsident,  William  Myers,  is  owner 
of  a  larii,'e  and  sncccssfnl  flqiartint'iit  Nturr.  All  arc  men  who  crive  stability 
and  staiuhng  Ui  atiy  institution  ol  wljich  they  may  be  connected. 

Sanborn's  banks. 

Sanlx»rn  has  two  liankinji  institutions,  each  under  state  incorporation. 
The  first  bank  in  Sanliorn  was  e.stablished  by  Isaac  \V.  Daggett.  In  1878 
Mr.  Dagg^ett  moved  his  small  banking  oflice  from  Primghar,  t<^ether  with 
lii^  safe  an<l  residence  building,  his  removal  !)eing  concurrent  with  the  huild- 
intj  of  the  Milwanki-e  road.  That  winter,  with  Henry  C.  Lane  and  Dr.  C. 
L()n.i:^!iore.  each  01  Sheldon,  as  partners,  he  openetl  u])  the  lirst  hank  in  the 
town,  then  as  Mr.  Stocum  expres.>;ed  it,  "Lariated  out  in  the  prairie  grass.  ' 
Later  Mr.  Da^uett  s«)ld  out  his  interests  to  Marker  &  Green,  comiiosed  of 
William  Harker  and  J.  L.  Green,  bankers  and  land  dealers  from  Ida  Grove, 
which  was  coniiinied  until  Mr.  (ireen  retired.  Then  Mr.  Harker  conducted 
it  a<  ;i  private  liank.  A  little  later,  in  iSc;;.  it  wa--  "ririiii/ed  hy  William 
liarker.  l'./r;i  M.  llrady.  j.  H.  Daly  rm<i  otliir--  a-^  tin  I'lr^t  National  IJank 
of  .^anl)orn.  On  May  jO.  iS<;v  Mr.  Harker  tiicd  in  the  very  prune  of  a  suc- 
cessful and  honored  life.  The  b'irst  National  Bank  was  continued  until 
iSqq.  when  it  liquidated  by  desire  of  its  stockholders,  and  was  re-established 
as  the  Sanhoni  Savings  Hank  hy  W.  \V.  Johnson.  Ezra  M.  P.rady.  I.  A. 
Johnson  and  W.  M  .>init!i.  I'resideiu  ni'  the  I'irst  Xational  Tiank  i>t  Sliehlon. 
and  other under  the  nnmediaie  management  of  J.  H.  Daly  as  president 
and  J.  A.  John.son  as  cashier. 

In  the  .spring  of  1881  Isaac  W.  Daf^tt  again  started  a  bank  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Sanborn  State  Bank,  which,  in  18R2.  he  sold  to  the  Ellis 
brothers  1  ( D.  and  .\.  E.)  and  Georjje  P..  Davicls  and  Morton  W'ilher.  who 
i>r^ani/ed  and  iiic<  >r]>or:ited  same  as  tlie  Sanhorn  Stale  I'.aiik.  with  Morton 
Wilher  a-  cashier  and  manager.  Mr.  W'ilher  wa.s  jwrhaps  one  of  tlie  most 
e-xacting  and  conservative  Imnkers  ever  m  the  coimty.  Thus  Isaac  W.  Dag- 
gett, in  a  .sense,  was  the  founder  of  both  of  Sanborn's  two  strong  banks.  Its 
present  management  is  Peter  Velie.  president  and  W.  \.  Solon,  cashier. 
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PAL'LMMA  BANKS. 

The  Jiank  of  Paulliiia  was  <ir<,'anize(l  and  <>iK-nc(l  its  diMirs  for  business 
«in  ilic  lirst  dav  Aiigii>i.  iS.\^  with  jr)hii  liaiuiiaiin  as  ii^  lir-t  ]>rfsident 
and  uwner  of  the  capital  slock.  Owing  to  the  laihire  of  his  heahh.  Mr. 
Baumann.  on  the  first  day  of  February.  1885.  soM  and  transferred  his  in- 
terest in  the  Bank  of  Paullina  to  John  Metcalf  &  Qtmpany,  consisting  of 
John  Metcatf  and  J.  D.  Simpix>n,  John  Metcalf  Ix-inp  pnsidint  and  j.  I). 
Sinii>scm.  cashier.  an<i  owini,'  to  j,'ritwin};  business,  in  iNSh,  John  \".  Adkins 
entered  tile  l>ank  as  bookkeeper  and  continued  under  this  organization  about 
.si.\  years. 

On  July  26,  1892,  the  bank  was  reorganized,  being  still  known  as  John 
Metcalf  &  Company,  the  members  of  the  firm  being  John  Metcalf  and  John 

v.  .\dktns,  J.  I).  Simpson  retiring  from  the  firm. 

Ill  Jiibn  .Mclf.df  iS:  Company  erected  tlic  splendid  bank  Iniildinif 

and  hruk  l>l(nk.  wbiib  wi>uid  be  a  credit  to  any  city  in  the  state  <>{  joua.  and 
where  the  lju>nic>N  of  the  Hank  of  raullina  is  carried  on  al  the  present  time. 
In  1908  John  Metcalf  died,  and  John  V.  Adkins  became  the  president,  and 
\V.  C.  Metcalf,  vice-president,  George  Raw,  cashier,  and  H.  C.  Lage.  assist- 
ant cashier.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  John  Metcalf.  the  bank 
should  contiinie  l)usiness  imder  the  old  firm  name  for  a  time,  and  it  is  so 
conductetl  at  jiresent. 

The  Bank  of  Paullina  has  always  enjuyetl  the  full  cf>ntidence  of  the 
people  and  has  steadily  grown  under  the  sound,  judicious,  conservative  and 
safe  management  of  the  owners  and  officers,  until  today  it  stands  as  one  of 
the  .Mrongest  banks  in  northwestern  bnva.  Throni^Iu  mt  all  the  vicissitudes 
of  i>ioneer  days  and  re]»ertted  panic-,  the  I'.ank  of  I'auilina  has  stoi>d  firm 
and  reliable,  ever  ready  to  serve  its  patrons  and  customers,  while  many  other 
Strung  banks  were  compelled  to  temi)orarily  suspend  business  until  the  panic 
passed.  Very  much  of  the  permanent  growth  and  ever-increasing  prosperity 
of  the  l>ank  may  bo  traced  to  the  skillful,  painstaking  and  imtiring  efforts  of 
t!u'  president.  Ii>hn  \  .  Adkins,  aiid  the  never-failing  courtesy  and  business 
ability  of  its  cashier.  George  Raw . 

FARMERS  STATE  BANK. 

The  Farniers  .'^tate  I'.ank  of  I'auilina  was  t»r|£jani/rd  Munli  31.  iSS(>. 
with  a  capital  stock  of  iwenty-fne  thousand  tlollars.  a]>i»ro\cd  by  >tate  olti- 
cials.  George  Hakeman  was  its  first  president,  and  Stephen  Harris  its  first 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


O'BRIEN  AM>  OSCKOLA  COl'NTIE.S,  IOWA. 


cashier.  A  ceitiHcatc  of  incorporation  was  issued  to  it  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  on  June  0.  i88'^i.  atui  tlu'  bank  commenced  business  at  once.  It  is 
tntthfiilly  <:\k\  tliat  tlie  l)ank  has  bc-i-n  an  il!ii>tratinii  ..f  m'i'od.  careful  man- 
agement, anil  lia.s  made  a  splendid  },'n»\\lli  tlirii'.i.t,'h  the  vfar>  -incc  its  orj^ani- 
zation,  and  tlic  pr(x>t  of  this  is  made  certain  by  the  examination  of  unc  of  its 
official  reports  to  the  auditor  of  state,  as  by  law  provided,  showing  dq>osits 
of  the  sum  of  $^96,204.32.  which  clearly  indicates  that  the  people  of  this 
cr>mmunity  have  unbounded  conAdence  in  the  bank,  in  its  management  and 
its  iiflicers. 

This  growth  of  the  hnancial  condition  of  tlic  iKink  has  Ik-cii  steady  from 
the  day  of  the  opening  of  its  doors,  and  the  consen'ative  management  hy  its 
able  cashier.  Geoi^e  W.  Harris,  son  of  the  first  cashier,  with  the  counsel  and 

advice  <>f  James  !•".  Toy.  its  |)rcsident.  h.is  made  it  a  monument  of  solidity  in 
the  MiuiiK-ial  unrlil.  a  tinancial  iuslitutii  n  that  has  Iieen  able  to  attd  prepared 
to  .serve  its  patrons,  vwu  in  tlu;  nio^i  tryini;  times  of  panic  and  Imanctal  dis- 
turtiaiicc.  It  is  a  proju-r  and  just  btjast  of  tlie  l'"armcrs  State  liank  that  it  has 
individual  responsibility  of  over  one  millicm  dollars,  and  in  proof  of  this 
statement  the  names  of  James  F.  Toy.  William  Cain,  Henry  Hibbing,  C.  F. 
Myer  and  John  f  iin^er.  as  directors,  are  submitted,  all  men  of  wealth,  inte;,'- 
rity  and  first-clas>  luisim-ss  ability,  The  offices  of  tlu-  l-'ariners  State  Bank 
are-in  its  luiiidini,'.  ('nnKT  uf  Main  and  I!road\vay  streets,  I'aiillina. 

One  of  the  best  evidences  oi  sobdity  and  permanency  is  the  busmess 
courtesy  existing  between  the  Farmers  State  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Paullina, 
and  it  has  been  one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  our  banks  that  they  ha\'e 
alwav>  liccn  willing  to  come  forward  and  back  any  entcqirise  started  for  the 
good  of  the  town  of  I'aullina.  eacii  brink  beintr  willing  to  do  niorc  than  its 
share  of  carrying  tlie  fuiancial  res[>on>il)ility  on  ail  occasions,  and  the  fra- 
ternal spirit  of  <»ur  Ixmks  lias  materially  helped  to  place  it  in  the  very  fore- 
front of  the  prosperous  towns  of  Iowa. 

B.\NKS  IN  HARTLEY. 

In  1883  Frank  Patch  and  Mart  Shea  started  a  private  bank,  which  was 
later  changed  into  and  called  the  Peoples  Bank.  Like  Sheldon,  Hartley  has 
four  strong  hanks  In  iSSfi  the  present  Hartley  State  Rank  \va-  orgam'zed 
and  incorporated  by  i  rank  I'atch.  Mary  I.,  folby.  Freeman  R.  Patch.  John 
W.  Craven'^  and  Janu-^  1".  ("ravens.  I'rank  I'atch  was  i>ne  of  the  piotu-er 
l)ankers  in  the  county.  He  was  on  the  gntund  with  the  prairie  conditions 
and  is  still  there  in  the  county  with  his  own  prosperitie.s.  Frank  Patch  was 
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one  of  the  men  who  junipt-d  up  «>m  t.f  tin-  prairie  jjrass  into  a  hank  ami  made 
it  permanent.    lie  ^mwf'U'd  nut  in  i]iakin<^  lii:iisclt  ;in(l  his  hank  jkt- 

nianent.  hiit  ihcri-in  a^^i^t^•(i  in  niakinii;  llarllcv  pLTmaiRiit.  Spiiial  notice 
bhouki  lj€  «na<le  of  the  fact  of  this  one  lady  hanker,  Mrs.  .Mary  IL  Colhy,  real 
^estate  owner,  tnvester  and  business  woman.  She  was  not  such  merely  in 
name,  but  in  an  all-around  reality,  in  the  fact  that  through  all  tlie  years  she 
has  passed  judgment  uiK>n  her  own  large,  among  the  largest,  pr<  »]K-rty  trans- 
actions in  the  county,  and  her  s  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  successes 
in  the  county. 

A  little  later,  in  li^ji,  was  cst^iblished  the  First  Naiioiul  Bank  ot  Hart- 
ley, by  E.  T,  Broders,  VV.  J.  Davis,  H.  T.  Broders  and  J.  H.  Bordewick. 

This  group  of  financiers  have  not  only  established  a  permanent  hanking  in- 
stitnti«)n.  i)Ut  have  likewise  dealt  in  mother  earth,  that  has  made  si.Hd  so 
many  private  and  hank  fortune^  in  ilie  cmnty.  and  have  al>o  taken  ]»art  in 
the  uplnnkling  of  Hartley  aiul  the  eoiuily.  liarlle\  enjoys  two  railroads 
and  has  probably  the  lai^est  acreage  of  trading  territory  of  either  town  in 
the  county,  especially  to  the  northeast.  Though  not  as  large  as  Sheldon,  this 
fact,  with  other  energies,  has  made  four  banks  possible. 

This  same  .yroiip  of  men.  at  least  in  larj^e  part,  in  i<)o^  estalili^lied  the 
eo-operatins;  hariiuTv  Sa\ in^^  Hank,  tu  meet  sdme  euii<liti«in'~  u\  tlu-  iarj^je 
funning  consliliienc\  nut  otiierwise  providetl.  it  l>eing  contlucled  in  the  >;ime 
building  as  the  First  National  Bank. 

Hartley,  like  Paullina,  has  a  very  large  German  population,  suggesting 
what  was  established  in  1903  in  the  German  Savings  Hank,    its  articles  nf 

incoriH  11  :it ii  111  were  e\eeiited  .'nut  orjjanizatii m  efTeeted  ()(  tolKT  \.  hv  J. 

T,  t  'linii.  (1.  \:.  Kiiaack.  (ie<iri;e  R.  W'hitiner,  Ualpli  lliiunan.  ( ie"ri,'e  \V. 
.\kl  arlantl.  J.  11.  rias>.  i'hetKlore  .Miller,  John  l  ick,  J.  II.  \'o.ss,  deorye 
Bader,  Henry  Ruwe  and  William  T.  Vos»,  Its  president.  J.  T.  Conn,  had 
been  county  attorney  one  term  and  county  auditor  four  }'ears.  G.  E.  Knaack 
is  its  cashier. 

MONRTA  .S.\ VINOS  B.VNK. 

The  Moneta  Savings  Bank  at  Moneta  is  an  aDiliated  bank  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Hartley.  This  bank  was  established  in  1907  by  local  capi- 
tal. Itsfiretand  iire^ent  president  is  \V.  J.  l)avi>:  its  first  cashier  was  Alliert 
i'.ierkamp.  and  its  lir>t  vi^e-pre^^^lent.  D.  S.  McX.uii^ht' >n  ITu-  lir-.!  hank 
hnildini;  \va^  hiirned  in  the  j;reat  lire  of  March  8,  lylo,  hut  was  immediately 
rebuilt.  The  present  iKtnk  building  is  of  concrete  material,  amply  reinforced 
by  steel  rods.   Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  stock  in  this  bank  is  held  by  persons 
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residing'  in  the  vicinity  of  Moneta.  The  present  capital  is  $10,000;;  surplus 
and  profits,  $3,000;  deposits,  about  $gojooo.  The  officers  in  1913  are  W.  J. 
Davis,  president;  P.  M.  Schoelerman,  vice-president;  W.  A.  Burlet^  cashier; 
C  L.  Burktt,  assistant  cashier. 

SUTHERLAND  BANKS. 

The  town  of  Sutherland  has  two  banks,  the  Sutherland  State  Bank  and 

the  First  Savings  P.ank. 

Sutherland  has  its  Ijankini;  foundations  in  original  0"l$ricn  county  pro- 
ductions. William  P.  Davis  ior  niany  years  in  the  early  day  resided  upon 
and  personally  fanned  his  large  section  farm  on  section  36,  in  Dale  town- 
ship. A.  J.  Sieh,  associated  with  Mr.  Davis,  has  had  a  long  experience  in  the 
lumlxr  business  and  T.  B.  Bark  as  both  banker  and  investor,  have  held  up 
their  contributions  in  its  niatiaitjcinent.  The  Sutberland  State  Hank  was 
organized  September  15.  by  W.  P.  Davis,  D.  M.  Sheldon  and  L.  li. 

.\chom.  Prior  to  that  E.  E.  Brintnall  had  conducted  a  bank  connected  with 
other  parties. 

Two  of  the  officials  of  the  I'irst  Savings  Bank.  Ralph  C.  Jordan  and 
Clay  P.  bmlan.  were  each  rai^cd  from  oliildbood  on  their  father's  large 
farm  in  ( "irant  to\vii>hip,  and  thus  learned  first  tlic  farm  in'cdN  in  the  county, 
kalph  C.  Jordan  is  now  a  memlKr  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and  is  thus 
dealing  with  finances  in  this  still  larger  field.  The  elder  Samuel  J.  Jordan 
laid  the  first  foundations  and  the  bank  has  well  earned  its  popular  name  of 
"Jordan's  Bank  ' 

It  can  thus  lie  seen  that  the  present  six  main  managers  of  Sutlierland's 
two  banks  literally  "dug  themselves  up"  out  of  the  black  O  lirien  county  soil. 

BANK  OP  ARCHES. 

rhi>  is  one  of  tiie  strong  b.inks  in  one  f)f  the  Icsmt  io\\n<.  It  was 
founded  by  D.  H.  Smith  in  li^S  and  was  reorganizeil  in  1901  by  John  II. 
.Archer,  William  Briggs  and  D.  H.  Smith.  Though  a  private  bank,  it  is  one 
of  the  safest  in  the  county.  The  individual  ownership  by  John  H.  .\rcher 
of  about  three  thousand  acres  of  high-value  land  laying  adjoining  and  sur- 
rountlitig  \rclur.  stands  out  ir.  land  security  ti>  i  very  stockholder  and  de- 
positor as  a  Ixmcl.  1).  1 1.  Smith  was  its  cashier  for  its  first  seven  years.  We 
have  already  called  attention  to  one  peculiar  feature  that  our  bankers  have 
(16) 
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^ruwn  up  and  make  their  test  of  success  in  tbc  county.  This  is  true  not 
only  relating  to  Mr.  .Archer,  but  likewise  as  applies  to  W.  J.  Sinyard,  its 
present  cashier,  who  -came  to  this  bank  from  Summit  tDwnshij).  just  east  of 
Archer,  and  had  been  for  several  years  in  the  .service  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad. 

FAKMliKS  SAVINGS  UANK  OF  GAZA. 

This  bank  was  oi^nized  October  2,  1909,  by  the  Bling  and  execution  of 
articles  of  incorporation  hy  Ikiiry  B.  Lake.  Norman  W.  Salisbury.  Theodore 
Jaacks,  Urins  Pittrson.  X.  C.  W  ilkinson.  R.  X.  Wilkinson.  C  V.  Reifstcck 
and  C'hark-s  Schnoor,  willi  a  capital  of  Sio.ocx).  It  now  has  a  surplus  of 
$.2,500  and  owns  a  gotxt  bank  building.  Its  present  officers  are  president. 
F.  W.  Martin:  vice-president,  Henry  B.  Lake:  cashier.  C.  F.  Reifsteck. 

BANK  OP  CALUMET. 

This  bank  was  established  as  early  as  1885  In-  that  family  of  bankers, 
composed  of  L.  Reifsteck.  president;  George  Reifsteck.  cashier,  and  C.  F. 

Kcifstcck.  assistant  cashier,  with  a  capital  of  Sio.ooo.  Later  on,  in  1910, 
C.  F.  Reifsteck.  with  others,  oi^anized  the  hank  at  Gaza  as  shown. 

EMPIRE  LOAN  AND  INVESTMENT  COMPANY. 

The  Empire  Loan  and  Investment  Company,  of  Sluldon.  was  organized 
Scptenihcr  iJ.  i.SSq.  Iiy  deorije  W.  Schee  and  ('  McLaury.  While  this 
institution  was  not  strictly  a  bank,  yet  it  peri'orniLil  many  of  the  functions 
of  a  bank.  For  many  years,  both  as  conducted  by  C.  S.  McLaury,  who  for 
years  had  the  personal  management,  and  later  when  it  passed  under  the  man- 
agement of  John  McCandless,  it  probably  made  as  many  real  estate  loans, 
not  only  in  O'Brien  county,  but  in  many  adjoining  counties  and  in  Minne- 
sota as  any  one  Easti-rn  loan  company  doing  husiness  in  the  county. 

The  company  continued  as  the  largest  farm  loan  company  in  O'Brien 
coimty  for  twenty  years,  in  the  meantime  passing  into  the  control  of  John 
McCandless  and  E.  B.  Starrett.  After  the  expiration  of  its  charter  in  1905 
it  stil!  continued  in  the  same  business,  hut  as  a  private  company  owned  by 
John  McCandless  and  his  wife.  Kate  L.  McCandless. 

Iowa  laws  l)einti  changed  in  granting  e.Meniled  powers  and  privi- 

leges to  Ktan  and  trust  companies,  allowing  them  to  act  in  more  of  an  in- 
dividual capacity  as  guardians,  trustees,  and  executors  of  persons  and  estates. 
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as  well  as  allowing  thctn  t<*  l)uy  and  sell  real  estate,  make  farm  loans,  and 
write  insurance,  Mr.  McCandlcss  decided  to  reincorporate  his  business  and 
take  in  some  new  stockholders,  and  some  younger  men  to  assist  him  in  the 
management,  and  in  January,  1914.  he  tonk  <.ut  a  charter  a>  the  Minpirc 
Loan  and  Trust  Company  with  paid-up  capital  <>f  $50,000.  and  uitli  the 
lowinfj  officers  and  -ti  u  kli.  .Idcrs  :  John  .McQindless,  i)resi(kiu  ;  E.  15.  .^tar- 
reu.  vice-president;  1..  C.  Stan  ell.  ^.ecrelary;  C.  O.  Button,  treasurer;  I'red 
E.  Frisbee.  John  H.  .\rchcr  and  Judye  \V.  D.  Boies. 

O'Brien  county  ha.<i  indeed  a  substantial  banking  plant,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  that  expro^'on.  The  whole  banking  system  of  the  couniy  may  be 
sai<!  to  he  enilMidied  in  a  solid  siroundwork.  Iiulei-d  \^e  can  scarccK  name  a 
>inide  larue  v\  ind-haur.  chuck  hole,  scheme  or  vi.-ionary  ])ronioii<)n  in  which 
any  large  capital  is  invested  within  the  county.  The  investments  hy  its 
liankers  and  citizens  have  been  largely  either  in  loans  to  men  owning  farms 
in  moderate  amounts,  or  invested  in  the  land  itself,  which  can  neither  be 
burned  up  or  stolen.  The  chances  are  very  few  for  t  ^ n  mall  losses.  This 
is  true  in  an  unusual  de','rec  in  this  county  as  compared  with  many  localities. 
These  larije  surpluses  unw  set  a|)art  nn ire. than  amply  furnish  this  security 
even  to  its  .stockholders.  A  large  jiart  of  the  hank  stock  of  the  whole  county 
would  sell  for  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  two  dollars  for  each  dollar  of 
bank  stock  outstanding.  The  very  fact  that  there  are  no  banks  and  scarce  any 
hank  stock  for  sale  in  the  county  evidences  tliis  rcliahiiity  and  security  of  the 
hanking  system  in  llie  county  W  hile  it  may  he  somewhat  statistical  in  figures 
and  names,  we  will  close  ihis  chapter  on  hanking  with  a  conii)lete  list  of  its 
hanking  institutions  sii(»w  ing  their  presidents  and  cashiers  and  other  officials, 
the  amount  of  capital  stock,  the  amounts  of  surplus,  deposits  and  loans,  with 
the  correspondents  on  which  bank  drafts  are  drawn. 

In  ntund  numbers,  it  will  he  seen  that  the  total  capital  stock  of  hanks 
issueil  in  Uie  coimtv  is  six  himdred  thousand  dollars,  with  a  surplus  of  three 
hundred  lliousancl  dollars.  In  other  words,  the  banks  of  the  county  have  set 
apart  a  surplus  or  reserve  fund  e<|ual  to  one-half  the  amount  of  its  capital  slu 
additional  strength  to  the  several  banks  and  likewise  as  a  security  to  its 
depositors. 

The  total  deposits  are  about  four  and  one-half  million  dollars.  The  nut- 
standing  loans  i>r  ImIIs  rectivalile  are  practically  in  the  saine  amounts.  We 
give  this  hst  of  banks  and  oiiicials  Ik-Iow  and  write  tliis  chapter  on  banking 
as  showing  the  substantial  men  who  have  had  in  the  past  and  now  handle 
the  large  property  transactions  of  the  county. 
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In  addition  to  these  actual  managers  of  the  banks,  we  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  each  bank  of  the  county  has  a  long  list  of  farmers  owning  bank 
stock  ill  these  several  institutions,  which,  when  we  realize  the  fact  that  each 
farmer  owning  a  (niarter  section  of  lanrl  is  worth  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  these  farmers  owning  larger  farms  in  many  cases,  we  may  appre- 
ciate the  force  of  these  statements.   Land  investment  is  solid  and  safe. 

This  being  an  agricultural  county,  its  bankers  and  citizens  in  their  in- 
\esttnent<  have  naturaly  followed  the  farm  and  landed  idea.  Practically  all 
the  Itankers  anil  capitalist"-  in  the  connty  have  for  thirty  years  heen  con- 
timiailv  investors  in  land  in  .Miiine>ota.  Wisconsin,  the  Dakotas  and  other 
western  stales  and  Canada.  The  older  farmers,  as  they  have  grown  in 
wealth,  with  families  of  boys  and  girls  to  be  provided  for,  have  followed  the 
same  trend  and  invested  in  the  cheaper  lands,  that  the  children,  too.  might 
follow  in  their  fixotsteps  and  grow  up  with  those  newer  states. 

I*"or  instance,  the  sinijle  comhination  of  fienrj^'e  R.  .Sjrtcnni.  O.  II.  Montz- 
heinur  and  John  Metcalf  and  others  associated  witii  them  have  o|)encil  up 
sundry  separate  tracts  of  new  lands  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  in  single 
bunches  of  more  than  forty  thousand  acres  and  other  lesser  tracts.  Mr. 
Schee,  Mr.  Patch  and  many  others  have  liandled  and  settled  up.  by  induce- 
ment to  settlers,  tracts  in  the  thousanils  of  acres.  They  thereby  not  only 
made  tnuch  money  tlieni-clve>.  Init  in  resnlt  acted  as  financial  guides;  to  pur- 
chasers, in  many  cases  hnancini;  tliese  purchasers  for  many  years  and  se- 
cured homes  to  many  who  could  not  otiierwise  have  secured  homes.  We 
doubt  if  a  dozen  coimties  in  Iowa  have  contributed  more  largely  in  success- 
ful and  actual  development  of  large  tracts  than  those  who  have  gone  out  with 
their  funds  from  O'Brien  county.  W'e  might  name  other  syndicates  \\  ithin 
the  c<»untv  who  have  financed  similar  enterprise^.  a>^  for  instance.  <  )hver  M. 
Shonkwiler,  W .  P.  Davis.  W .  J.  iJavis.  Frank  I'atch,  T.  Ji.  Bark,  John  H. 
Archer,  William  .\rdier,  Ralph  Hinman,  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  William  Briggs, 
George  W,  Harris.  George  BUw.  John  V.  Adkins,  H.  R.  Dealy,  J.  H.  Daly, 
William  Marker,  J.  L.  Green,  George  k.  Whitmer,  Frank  Teabout,  Elmer 
E.  Hall.  Allen  Cross.-m.  W.  W.  Artherholt.  Clarence  W.  In-liani.  W.  A. 
Rosecrans.  W.  S.  Arnv-tpin^r.  |.>lu!  Met  an(lli-><.  1).  II.  Siuitii.  Joseph 
Shinski,  L.  i'.  .Mdinger,  the  Myers  llruihers.  i  rank  and  i  reil  i'risliee.  Jur- 
gen  Renken,  C  S.  McLaury,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 

This  banking  strength,  being  largely  backed  by  land  and  landed  values 
and  land  ideas,  has  irix  en  our  lianks  a  land  specie  and  coinage  value  that 
place>  al!  estimates  ;ni<l  valuations  above  par  in  dollar-  and  cents. 

It  can  indeed  truly  Ix'  said  that  O  Brien  is  the  one  county  where  every 
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larnier  runs  a  bank  and  where  every  i)aiikci  runs  a  tarni.  It  can  larther  be 
truly  said  that  O'Brien  county  brains,  and  O'Brien  county  capital,  and 
O'Brien  county  dollars,  and  O'Brien  county  farming  manual  latx>r,  has  ac- 
cumulated. develo])e(].  marshaled  aiul  **Pi\r])()nt-Morganized"  the  large  pro- 
perties of  the  cniinty  into  one  ijrcat  liaiikiii;^  house,  reiirr-oiitcd  in  twentv 
liankin<;  institutions,  well  distributed  in  our  towns  for  tlie  general  farm  and 
agricuhural  benefits. 

PRESENT  B.\XK  STATISTICS. 

Priiiiyliar. 

First  N'ational  Hank — \nnil)er  78;:  established.  1889;  president.  H.  W. 
Sniitl: ;  \  in.-]irosi(lent.  ().  H.  Montzheinier;  cashier.  Ralph  Hiiuiian:  assistant 
cashier.  Iv.  Kinj;:  capital.  $25.(>r>(^:  surphn.  Sj^.cxx):  deposits.  $j8o.ooo: 
loans,  Jj;j8o,ooo.  Corre.spoiidents.  Lorn  Exchange  .National  Bank,  Chicago, 
and  Security  National  Bank,  Sioux  City. 

Primghar  Savings  Bank — ^Number  786:  established  1894:  President, 
Wilh'am  Briggs;  vice-president,  John  H.  Archer:  cashier,  L.  T.  Aldinger; 
capital.  .'5.^o.r»oo:  surplus.  $g.ooo:  dcp<.>sits,  $165,000:  loans.  Si75,ooo.  Corre- 
spondents. (  itrti  I-lxchange  Xatiuna!  Bank.  ('hica{?o:  First  National  Bank. 
Sheldon,  and  People's  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  Clinton. 

Sheldon. 

First  National  Bank— -Number  307;  established  1888;  president,  Fred 
E.  Frisbee;  vice-president.  John  H.  Archer;  cashier,  F.  W.  Bloxam ;  assistant 
cashier,  F.  L.  Barrager:  capital,  $100,000;  surplus,  $50,000;  deposits,  $750,- 

000:  loans,  $700,000.  Correspondents,  National  Park  Rank.  New  York; 
Continental  Commercial  National  Bank,  Chicago,  and  First  National  Bank. 
Minneaimlis. 

Sheldon  National  Bank — Number  307;  president,  Jan>es.  F.  Toy;  vice- 
president.  W.  C.  Kimmel;  cashier,  W.  E.  Clagg:  assistant  cashier,  Ddko 
Bkiem :  capital.  $50,000;  surplus,  $5,000;  deposits.  $180,000:  loans.  $180,000. 

C<irrespondents.  Fort  Dearlxirn  National  Bank,  Chicago;  Northwestcrti  N'a- 
tional Rank,  Minneapolis;  Commercial  National  Rank,  Sioux  City,  and  Mer- 
chants' National  Bank,  Cedar  Rapids;  established,  1905. 

Sheldon  Savings  Bank — Number  i(>94:  president.  William  Meiers;  vice- 
president,  F.  L.  Myers;  cashier.  E.  B.  Myers;  assistant  cashier,  John  Vesteeg; 
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capital.  $30,000;  deposits.  $40,000:  loans,  $50.0000.  Correspondents,  Na- 
tional City  Bank.  Chicago,  and  First  N'ational  Bank,  Sioux  City :  established. 
1913. 

I  nii.ii  llaiik — Xnnihcr  prt-uU  ni.  (i.  W  Slu  rw > » «| ;  casliicr.  \\  .  il. 
Sleeper;  individual  rcspun.sibilitx .  S5txj,oou.  t  i»rre>i)i)iiiient>.  Kirst  .Xutiuiia! 
Banks.  Chicago  and  Sioux  City:  estaMished.  1882. 

Sanborn. 

Sanliom  Savin|rs  Bank — Xumber  563:  establisdied  as  such.  1898;  estab- 
lish«<l  as  private  bank  by  Harker  &  Green.  1878:  president.  J.  H.  Daly;  vice- 
president.  Fred  E.  l"ri>l)iH  .  assistant  cashier,  j.  A.  Johnson:  capital.  $25,000: 

>iiri)!ns.  depo-it-.  ?_'37,fvxi;  !f>aiH,   $_'_'i/xx).  Correspondents. 

(  oiuiiiental  National  iiank.  Cliicagu;  i  ir.st  National  Banks,  Boone  and  Shel- 
don. 

Sanborn  State  Bank — Number  562:  established,  1883:  president.  Peter 
V'elie:  vice-president,  A.  J.  Shea:  cashier.  \V.  A.  Solon;  capital,  $25,000: 
assistant  cashier.  G.  M.  Solon;  surplus.  Sj.ooo:  depoNits.  Si 75.000;  loans. 
$155,000.  Corresjx.ntlents,  Corn  I'.xchange  National  Bank,  Chicago,  and 
i-irst  .National  Bank.  Council  Blurt. s. 

Hartley. 

I  irsi  XalMual  I'.ank  Xu  <).^ :  estal)lished  iS<; v.  president  I'.  V.  Unukr^: 
vice-president.  \\ .  J.  Davis:  ca>lner.  II.  T.  I'ruders;  assistant  cashier.  J.  11. 
Bordewick;  capital,  $50,000;  suqilus.  SJ5.000;  dei>osits,  S.^75.000;  loans. 
$290,000.  Corres|M)ndents.  Continental  Commercial  National  Bank,  Chicago: 
Des  Mi.inc^  Xationa!  Bank.  Des  Moines;  Cedar  Rapids  National  Bank,  Cedar 
Kapids,  and  l-'irst  .Xation.il  Bank,  .*~lhel<|on, 

I'arniers  SaviuL;--  B.ink  -  .Xo.  5<;S;  c-^tahli-'lKil  I'^o^;  ])^e•^i(U'n^,  ilenry 
Schnioll;  vice-pre>ideni,  II.  C  \'»)ss ;  cashier.  11.  1'.  15rotier>;  capital.  $10,000; 
surplus.  $5,000;  deix)sits.  $95,000;  loans.  $85,000.  Correspondents.  Durant 
Savings  Bank.  Durant:  First  National  Bank.  Hartley. 

(ieniian  Saxin^s  llrnik-  ~Xo.  597;  istahlished  190.';  president.  J.  T. 
Conn:  vice-presidnit.  Win.  T.  Voss ;  cashier.  ( i  I'".  Knaack';  assistant  cashier. 
W  in.  ( Ireeinvaldt ;  capital.  $J(i.<>X):  sur]»lus.  .Su.ooo;  deposits.  Sj^o.nM.)  -. 
loans,  $.240,000.  Correspondents.  Continental  Commercial  National  liank, 
Chicago:  Iowa  National  Bank.  Des  Moines:  Merchants  National  Bank. 
Cedar  Rapids. 
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Hartley  State  Bank — No.  595;  established  1882;  president,  Frank 
Patch:  vice-president,  D.  A.  P:itch;  casliier,  F.  R.  Patch;  capital,  $50,000; 

surplus.  $15,000:  rlc])osit>,  $_*</j.o<X):  loans.  S^oo.ooo.  CorrespoinU-nts, 
National  Jiank  of  the  Kcimblic,  Chicago;  Liernian  Savings,  Uavenport. 

Moncta. 

.\liiiut;i  Saviiii^s  liaiik — Xu.  1477;  c--talilislif(l  MX)";  president.  \V.  J. 
IJavi.s;  vicc-prtsKlc-m.  1'.  I".  Sciioclerman :  cashier.  \V.  A.  Diirlct ;  assistant 
cashier.  C.  L.  Burlet:  capital.  $10,000:  surplus.  $2,000;  deposits.  $65,000; 
loans,  $60,000.  Correspondents.  Continental  Comtnereial  National  Bank. 
Chicago:  First  National  Bank,  Hartley. 

Archer. 

Bank  of  Archer — No.  2330:  estaWished  iS<>3:  ])re^i(lent,  }<>\m  H. 
Archer:  vice-president.  William  Rrij^f^s:  cashier.  W.  J.  Sinyard :  individual 
responsiliility.  $5oo.c<xi.  Torres])! nidents.  Corn  Exchange  National  Hank, 
Chicago;  l-irst  National  Hank.  Sheldon. 

Gasa. 

Farmers  Savings  Hank — No.  ijyy;  established  lyio;  president.  I-.  \V. 
Martin;  vice-president.  H.  B.  Lake:  cashier.  C.  F.  Reifsteck;  assistant  cashier» 
R.  W.  Webster;  capital.  $10,000:  surplus.  $5,000:  deposits,  $51,000;  loans, 
$50,000.    Correspondent,  National  Bank  of  the  Republic.  Chicago. 

Calumet. 

Bank  of  Caltunet — No.  1231 ;  established  1885;  president.  L.  Reifsteck; 
cashier,  George  Reifsteck:  assistant  cashier.  C.  V.  Reifsteck;  capital,  $10,000. 
Correspondent,  National  Bank  of  the  Republic,  Chicago. 

Paullina. 

Bank  ot  Paullina— Xo.  745:  tstatili-Iied  iSS;:  i)rc-si(Ient.  J.  \'.  Adkins; 
vice-])resident.  W.  C  .Metcalt  :  caslucr.  dcorge  Raw;  assistant  cashier.  11.  C". 
Lage:  capital,  $50,000 ;  surplus,  $io(},ooo;  deposits,  $390,000;  loans.  84^7,000. 
Correspondents,  First  National  Bank,  Chicago;  Security  National  Bank. 
Sioux  City;  Merchants  National  Bank,  Cedar  Rapids. 
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Farmers  State  Bank — Xo.  746:  established  1886;  president,  J.  F.  Toy; 
vice-president,  William  Cain;  cashier,  George  W.  Harris:  assistant  cashier. 

.\.  H.  Myor:  capital.  Sj5.of)o:  'Surplus,  $13,000;  deposits,  $236,000;  loans. 
$2i5.f><x!  (  f >rrcspondcnts.  First  Xational  f>anks,  Chicago  and  Sioux  City; 
Cedar  Ivapids  National  Bank,  Cedar  Kapids. 

Sutherland. 

First  Savin},'s  Bank — Xo.  820;  established  1883;  president.  S.  J.  Jordan; 
vicc-prc-<idcnt,  Ralph  C.  I  '^Im:  cashier.  C.  P.  Jordan:  assistant  cashier.  1'!. 
C.  Briggs;  capital.  S_'5.o(wi.  >urplus,  $7,200;  deposits.  Sif>o,ocX3;  loans, 
$1 58,00a  Correspondents,  Hanover  National  Bank.  New  York;  Con- 
tinental Commercial  National  Bank.  Chicago;  Sectn^tv  National  Bank,  Sioux 
Cit}. 

Sutherland  State  I'.ank  — Xo.  830:  established  i88r);  president.  W.  P. 
.Davis:  \  icc-ijrc^idtiit.  A.  J.  Sieh :  cashier,  T.  B.  Bark:  a'^sistant  cashier.  IT. 
3J.  McMaster;  capital,  .$40,000;  surplus,  $3,000;  de|K)sits,  $245,000;  loans, 
:$24o,ooo.  Correspcmdents,  Continentat  Comnerdal  Nations^  Bank,  Chicago; 
First  National  Bank,  Sioux  City;  Iowa  National  Bank,  Des  Moines. 
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THE  COURTS. 

'I'luTc  li.ut'  l)ccn  twf)  courts  of  recorrl  in  Iowa.  The  district  court, 
having  ;4cncral  juristhction  of  civil  ami  criminal  niattfr>.  existt'd  prior  to  the 
organization  of  the  county.  In  1868  the  circuit  court,  liaving  exchisive  juris- 
diction in  probate  matters  and  concurrent  jurisdicti<m  with  the  district  court 
in  civil  matters,  was  established.  The  circuit  court  was  abolished  in  1886. 

The  fli^trict  court  Iiad  exclusive  juHsdictioa  in  criminal  cases.  Since 
iSKft  the  (hstrict  cimrt  ha--  had  e\ch)«ive  jurisdiction  of  all  court  matters, 
inchiding  civil,  criminal  and  j)r<ii)ate  ca>es. 

At  the  organization  01  the  county  it  belonged  to  the  fourth  judicial  dis- 
trict,  which  was  then  composed  of  twenty-two  counties  in  northwestern  Iowa. 
Later  it  was  contracted  to  include  Lyon,  Osecola.  Sioux.  O'Brien,  Cherokee, 
Plymouth.  Woodhury,  Monona  and  Harrsitn  counties.  In  1886  Harrison 
county  \va<  ^et  off  into  the  Council  Bluffs  tlistrict.  The  remaining  counties 
composed  the  district  until  March,  1913,  when  the  six  northern  counties  were 
set  off  to  constitute  a  new  district — die  twenty-first — ^leavii^  Monona  and 
Woodbury  composing  the  fourth  judicial  district.  Judges  Boies  and  Hut- 
chinson are  sole  judges  of  the  tiew  twenty-first  district. 

Following  is  the  schedule  of  district  judges  who  have  held  oiucc  since 
organizatir.n  of  the  coutity :  .\.sahel  \V.  Hubbard,  Woodbury  county,  1860- 
62;  Isaac  Pendleton.  Woodbury  county,  1863-66:  Henry  Ford,  Harrison 
county.  1867-74;  Charles  H.  Lewis,  Cherokee  county,  1875-1890;  Scott  M. 
Ladd.  O'Brien  county.  1887-96;  Geoi^e  W.  Wakefiekl,  Woodbury  county, 
1887-1905;  Frank  R.  Gaynor,  PImih  itli  county.  1891-13;  Anthony  Van 
Wagenen.  Lyon  county.  1892-04:  [olin  V.  Oliver.  Monona  county.  1895: 
William  Hutchinson.  Sioux  county,  18^)7:  J.  L.  Kennedy.  Woodbury  county. 
1905-06:  David  Mould.  Woodhury  county,  1906;  William  D.  Boies,  O'Brien 
county.  1913. 

Asahet  W.  Hubbard  held  the  first  term  of  court  in  this  county,  and  on 
March  23.  1861.  issued  an  order  fixing  the  first  term  to  be  held  June  3.  1861, 

"to  continue  in  session  two  days  if  the  Inisiness  required  it."  No  record  of 
any  such  term  being  made  in  the  court  minutes,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  business 
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*  did  not  require  it  and  the  term  was)  not  held.  April  24,  1862,  a  similar  order 
issued  fixing  the  tenu  to  bi-f^in  June  9.  1862,  and  continue  for  the  same  knyth 
of  tiiiif.  This  term  was  lu-M  aii-'niin;,'  in  tlic  order  and  was  oi  ooiirvc  lu  Id 
at  the  tir-t  ei>iiiity  >ea'.  Old  O'I'irieii.  i'lie  emirt  iit!Kial>  were  II.  (  .  TitVev, 
clt-rk.  and  G.  llDriniau,  slicrirt'.  1  Icnry  Goihcksun.  Kiuidc  Slcnncrsun  and 
Christian  Johnson,  formerly  citizens  of  Norway,  presented  themselves  for 
naturalization  and  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  their 
adopted  ccnuilry.  were  granted  certificates  recos^nizing  them  as  lutl-flcdged 
American  citizens  and  entitled  to  vote  as  snch.  In  those  ilays  citizens  were 
M)rely  needed  and  courts,  heing  less  strictly  liinitcnl  liy  law  and  watched  hy 
federal  iiispetcors.  were  very  lenient  in  granting  letters.  .\  comparatively 
slight  examination  was  required  as  to  their  qualifications. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  10,  18C2.  the  second  day  of  the  term,  judg- 
ment was  entered  hy  defanlt  against  defendant  in  the  <uh  of  Kellogg  and 
Kirhy  versus  Adolph  Wehrniann.  for  i!k  snm  of  four  hnndreil  and  forty- 
nine  dollars.  (ireeley  ( iale  vSc  L  oini)any  secnred  a  decree  against 
Wehrniann  et  al.,  setting  aside  a  deed  that  liad  Ijeen  executed  by  Adolph 
and  .Vugusta  Wehrmann  in  favor  of  F.  Wehnnann.  conveying  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  known  as  Omega.  Lin- 
coln and  Snmmit  townships,  and  establishing  the  lien  of  a  certain  judgment 
against  the  land^  The  records  were  then  read,  approved,  and  signed  by  the 
trial  judge  and  court  adjourned. 

Judge  Hubhard  served  as  a  member  of  Congress  from  this  district  after 
the  end  of  his  judicial  career,  his  congressional  experience  extending  from 
1863  to  iHCk),  iiicl'isive.  He  was  a  protnincnt  and  distinguished  pioneer  citi- 
zen of  and  identified  with  the  hci^imiings  of  Sionx  ("ity  He  Iniilt  the  first 
hoti'l  and  on^'ani^ed  the  tir>t  railroad  company  in  that  vicinity.  His  son. 
lHhert  li.  llul)hard.  who  finally  succeeded  him  in  Congress,  was  well  and 
favorably  kno>vn  to  the  later  generation  in  this  district. 

Following  this  term  there  seems  to  have  been  a  hiatus  in  judicial  practice 
in  the  limits  of  the  county,  .'^i  tiler-  were  few  and  far  between  .  I)n-iness,  on. 
accotint  of  war.  was  more  or  l<  s-  <li  |)re-sed  even  in  well  popiilateil  centers, 
and  not  a  line  of  record  ap])ears  during  a  ])eriod  of  over  seven  \  ear>.  except 
the  occasional  filing  of  a  transcript  of  judgment  from  other  counties  to  this 
county. 

Isaac  Pendleton,  a  judge  in  this  district,  never  held  a  term  of  court 

here,  so  far  as  the  record  shows.    He  was  !>.  .ni  in  located  in  Sioux 

City  in  185^^  and  resided  there  till  his  death,  July  17,  1896.   He  was  elected 
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to  office  in  1862  as  a  Republican,  but  afterwards  became  a  Democrat. 
Brilliant  in  his  literary  attainments  and  learned  in  his  profession,  eloquent 

and  possessing  a  wide  knowledge  of  the  common  affairs  of  life,  he  was  an 
able  and  powerful  ;ul\ncati-  of  any  cause  he  espoused,  and  was  i.>r  many 
years  the  leading  advocate  in  northwestern  Iowa.  He  may  better  he  said  to 
be  the  founder  and  father  of  the  Republican  party  in  northwestern  Iowa  than 
any  other  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  ninth  General  .Assembly,  a  presi- 
dential elector  in  the  second  Grant  campaign  and  held  many  other  places  of 
trnsi  and  honor,  lit-  was  a  nohle  man.  of  hrilhant  mind,  of  great  power,  and 
of  tlie  kindhot  sympathies;  noble  in  ambition  and  aspiration  and  noble  in  his 
tieahngs  with  his  fellow  man. 

Henry  I'ord,  who  had  removed  from  Keasau<tua.  Iowa,  to  Magnolia. 
Harrison  county,  in  May,  i860,  served  one  term  as  district  attorney  and 
three  terms  a•^  di^lrict  jud;,'e.  1W17-1S74  Judge  Ford's  first  term  in  the 
county  was  held  in  X<!Vfnil)er.  iS'70.  The  n mi mencement  of  the  term  had 
het-n  ;isst<,nu'<!  for  tin-  second  day  nf  the  month,  hut,  on  accoimt  of  delav  in 
arrival  of  the  judge,  it  was  not  actually  held  until  the  j(>tli.  The  first  fore- 
closure of  a  mortgage  noted  in  the  coimty  court  records  was  entered  Novem- 
ber 26,  1870,  when  Webb  Vincent,  a  Fort  Dodge  baker,  secured  judgment 
against  R.  P..  Crcgo  and  wife,  foreclosing  a  mortgage  amounting  to  four 
hundri-d  and  fifty-tiine  dollars  and  costs  against  the  northeast  <|narter  of 
sect  Mil  V>  ill  W  aterman  township.  August  -'5,  1S71.  James  and  John  .SIkui]) 
secured  jiulgmeni  against  C.  \\  .  Inman  and  R.  B.  Crego  and  wife,  foreclosing 
a  mortage  against  lots  10,  11,  30  and  21  in  town  of  O'Brien  and  also  the 
north  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  36,  Waterman  township.  At 
the  same  term  John  L.  Nicodemus  secured  a  similar  decree  against  Crego's 
interest  in  two  hnn<lred  acri-s  f>n  the  same  section  for  an  indebtedness  a.crgre- 
gatinii  one  ihi»iisaiid  dollars.  On  this  same  date  Webb  Vincent  secured  the 
first  judgment  ever  entered  again>l  the  county  in  the  local  court.  It  was  for 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  dollars.  A.  X.  Bostford.  of 
Fort  Dodge,  was  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  and  Eugene  Cowles.  of  Cherokee, 
appeared  for  the  cotmty.  This  case  was  contested.  The  judgment  was  after- 
ward satisfied  in  full. 

.Among  the  early  attorneys  mentioned  in  the  court  records  are  W  ilson 
&  Dry.  I.  M.  Pemberton.  Orson  Rice  and  George  V.  Haswell.  In  June,  187J. 
the  Iowa  Falls  &  Sioux  City  Railroad  Company  brought  an  action  against 
the  county  trea-surer  and  secure<l  an  injunction  restraining  enforcement  of 
taxes  prior  to  the  year  1873  against  lands  in  this  coimty.  which  at  that  time 
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consisted  of  many  thousands  of  acres.  The  railroad  comfKiny  took  the  posi- 
tion that  although  they  were  beneficiaries  under  a  land  grant  made  by  Con- 
gress to  the  state  of  Iowa,  that  they  had  not  nceived  a  conveyance  of  the 
land  from  the  >t:ite  until  July  1871.  and  the  lan«h  cotild  ix't  ne  properly 
taxed  prior  to  the  year  iSjj,  lion.  X.  M.  Ilu})l)ard.  of  Cniar  l-tajjids.  wlio 
had  served  as  district  judge  in  iHb^AUy  and  later  was  proiiiineully  identified 
with  the  legal  and  political  life  of  the  state,  was  one  of  the  attorneys  for 
plaintiff  in  this  action  and,  illustrative  of  the  drudgery  and  labor  connected 
with  the  practice  of  law  in  that  time,  one  has  luu  to  read  the  manifold  pages 
of  an  extremely  loin,'  ])eti»ion  all  pfeinired  1>\  Iii<li;e  fiuhlKird  in  his  own 
handwritint^.  (  oinparcd  willi  tlu'  tnocU-rn  altonu-y.  (liiMaliiiL;  hi-  pU-adinL;  to 
a  slenographer,  ue  can  see  that  there  certainly  ha>  i)een  considcrahlc  ad- 
A'ancement  in  the  details  of  legal  practice.  Isaac  Cook,  another  ex-jiidge  of 
the  district  court,  was  also  associated  with  Judge  Hubbard  in  this  suit.  Later 
S.  Robinson,  of  Storm  Lake,  and  Joy  it  \\'ri};ht  apjx-ared  for  plaintiff. 
The  oonnty  was  represented  by  luiL'ene  ("owles.  Barrett  Allen  and  I).  A.  W 
Perkins.  The-  litigation  linallv  terminate<l  in  favor  of  the  railroad  company, 
it  being  held  exempt  from  taxation  of  its  lands  prior  to  ,1872. 

The  first  mention  of  a  grand  jury  in  the  county  is  December  i,  1871, 
when  Judge  Ford  presided  and  C.  H.  Lewis,  who  afterwards  became  district 
judge,  was  acting  as  district  attorney.  .\s  such  he  was  the  prosecutor  for 
the  state  in  all  criminal  actions.  The  district  attorney  found  a  defect  in  the 
ntethixl  that  had  heen  employed  to  select  a  grand  jury  and  on  his  motion  the 
venire  was  set  aside  and  a  new  panel  of  grand  jurors  drawn  from  a  new 
venire.  The  fifteen  so  drawn  were  Adam  Towberman,  L.  C.  Washburn, 
Horace  Gilbert,  P.  A.  Hurlburt.  W.  A.  Acer,  John  Wood,  Robert  E.  Wood, 
lul  Parker,  fhis  Baker.  S.  G.  Sutter,  Harley  Day.  William  Welch,  John 
lirock,  .Miles  Allen  and  Henry  Smith,  This  grand  jury  found  no  business 
for  their  consitleration  and  were  discharged. 

.April  12,  1872,  Peridns  Brothers  Company  secured  judgment  against 
the  county  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  but  this  was.  of  course,  soon 
afterwards  paid. 

The  June,  1872.  term  of  district  court  was  conducted  with  the  following 
ofticers :  Henry  Ford,  judge:  C.  H.  Lewis,  district  attorney;  Stephen  Har- 
ris, clerk;  A.  H.  Willits,  deputy  clerk,  and  Hd.  A,  Nissen,  sheriff. 

The  first  fine  imposed  in  the  di^rict  court  in  a  criminal  case  was  upon  a 
plea  of  gtiilty.  Henry  Shultz  confessed  to  an  unlawful  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  and  was  fined  twenty  dollars,  a  portion  of  the  costs  being  taxed  against 
the  coun^. 
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In  1874  attorneys  were  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  state 
upon  their  application  made  to  tlu'  district  court.  A  committee  of  the  bar 
was  appointed  to  examine  the  applicant  and  it  lie  was  found  (jualitied  or 
Otherwise  proved  himself  a  good  ielU>w  he  was  generally  found  prolicicnt 
and  recommended  for  admission.  This  method  was  found  very  easy  to  the 
aspiring  sprig  of  the  law,  and  the  applicant  today,  when  he  considers  the 
three  years  stiul\-  under  guidance  ot  competent  instructors  and  an  exhaustive 
examination  Ijefore  the  supreme  court,  now  required,  riads  with  longing^  eyes 
of  the  good  old  days  of  ea-y  admission.  As  an  illustration  of  the  la.xity 
.shown,  we  find  the  following  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  application  of 
Warren  Walker  for  admission  to  the  har,  filed  in  district  court,  this  county, 
in  April.  1874.  The  court  appointed  Giarley  Allen,  Eugene  Cowles  and  G. 
S.  Robinson  as  a  committee.  The  latter  was  a  practicing  attorney  at  Storm 
Lake,  and  afterwards  judsc  of  the  supreme  court  and  member  of  the  state 
board  of  control.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

"The  committee  heretofore  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 

qiialirication  of  Warren  Walker  to  i>ractice  law  as  an  attorney  and  counselor 
in  the  courts  of  said  slate  ask  to  siibtnit  the  following  as  their  rei)ort :  The 
tomniitiee  lind  applicant  to  be  a  per.son  of  good  moral  character  and  that 
applicant  has  some  knowledge  of  the  statutory  laws  and  practice  of  said  state, 
acquired  by  reading  works  upon  pleading  and  practice  and  by  actual  practice 
in  justices*  courts.  That  applicant  has  never  read  any  elementary  work  or 
commentary  upon  the  spirit  and  principles  of  common  law.  That  applicant 
declares  his  intention  to  procure  and  read  such  works  as  srHMi  as  ])r)ssible. 

"In  view  of  the  good  moral  character  of  applicant,  the  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  statutory  law  already  acquired  by  him,  and  his  avowed  piu  pose 
of  pursuing  an  extensive  course  of  reading  of  standard  works  upon  the  ele- 
ments and  principles  of  law,  the  committee  reconnnends  that  the  applicant 
be  licensed  to  practice  as  an  attorney  and  counselor  in  the  courts  of  the  state 
of  Iowa. 

"17th  day  of  April.  A.  D.  1874. 

"By  order  of  the  Committee. 

"Charley  Allen.  Chairman.'' 

The  fu'st  jury  case  trietl  was  in  April.  1S74.  in  Ransom  i'>ari]e  vs.  Will- 
iam 1-yle.  IJ.  A.  W.  Perkins  wa>  attorney  for  plaintilY  and  John  (.Vmncll  for 
defendant.  The  jury  found  for  plaintiff  and  assessed  the  amotmt  to  be  re- 
covered at  sixty-nine  dollars  and  costs. 
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The  circuit  court  extending,  as  has  been  said,  in  this  state  frmn  i86S 
to  1886,  was  presided  over  in  this  county  by  but  four  judges,  Addis<m  Oliver, 
John  R.  Ziu  er,  Daniel  I).  McCalhim  and  Geoi^c-  W   W  akifiild. 

Addison  nij\cr.  txini  in  iS.".^.  uas  an  carl)  -rttk-r  of  Monona  connty 
and  lias  often  been  lionorcd  with  the  contidi-iice  of  the  people  in  eleolion  to 
office.  In  1803  he  served  in  tlic  state  Legislature  as  representative,  antl  in 
1865  sen'ed  in  the  state  Senate.  He  held  office  as  circuit  judge  from  1868 
to  1873.  inclusive,  at  which  later  date  he  was  elected  to  Congress  and  sen-ed 
in  that  cai>acity  for  fonr  years  from  tins  conjure- si  on  a  I  district.  He  was  a  man 
ot  strong  in<lividiiality.  honest,  indiistioiiN.  talented  and  <>{  <troiii;  will  |)o\ver. 
He  was  public  s|)irited.  giving  to  his  home  tow  n  of  ( )nawa  a  public  library 
and  manual  training  school.  His  life  work  is  studded  with  many  instances 
of  his  benevolences  and  kindnesses.  He  was  a  good  fighter,  strong  in  his 
likes  ami  dislikes  and  ever  ready  to  defend  his  opinions  and  his  just  rights. 
Jufltre  Oliver  was  in  charge  of  court  in  the  first  cirnih  ■  nly  of  tbi-  di'^trict, 
which  included  Woodbury.  IMymouth.  Ida.  Cherukce,  O'Brien,  Alonona, 
Harrison  and  Shelby  counties, 

The  first  term  in  this  county  began  November  25,  1869.  But  one  case 
was  disiiosed  of  at  that  term,  an  entry  of  default  in  the  suit  of  Loren  Imnan 
vs.  Chester  W.  Inman.  Judge  Oliver  Wieved  in  expediting  business  of  trial 
work  and  at  the  second  term  he  held  in  the  county  he  promulgated  the  fol- 
lowing rnle>  of  practice: 

"l  irst.  The  defendant  shall  «lenmr  or  answer,  or  do  both  as  to  the 
original  petition  before  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  term  and  as 
to  an  amended  (letition  by  the  convening  of  court  at  its  next  session  after 
the  same  is  filed. 

"Second.  The  plaintiff  shall  demur  or  repls  or  do  Ixtth  as  to  tlie  orig- 
inal answer  bv  nomi  of  the  second  day  of  the  term  and  to  an  amended  or 
supplemental  answer,  or  answer  after  notice,  or  tlemurrer,  by  the  convening 
of  court  at  its  next  session  after  the  same  is  filed. 

"Third.  The  defendant  shall  demur  as  to  the  reply  by  the  convening 
of  court  at  its  next  session  after  the  same  is  filed." 

.\  proceed! nr.'  in  tlie  probate  court  of  Clinton  connty.  Iowa,  transcripted 
to  this  conntx  al  tin--  time,  shows  that  H.  F.  T'arker.  J.  R.  rnini)hrey  and  R. 
B.  Crego  were  appointetl  to  ti.x  the  value  of  i^ne  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  north  half  of  section  31.  in  what  is  now  Summit  township,  in  the 
matter  of  estate  of  Jacob  Whistler,  deceased.  They  valued  the  land  at  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  Tublication  of  the  notice  of  sale 
was  made  in  the  Suwx  City  J<ntrnal  and  the  land  was  Sold  to  the  attorn^  for 
the  estate  for  three  hundred  dollars. 
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The  first  contested  l^;al  action  in  the  circuit  court  is  shown  to  have  been 
that  uf  Tallmage  £.  Brown  vs.  Rouse  B.  Crego,  as  treasurer  of  the  county. 

The  tiles  in  the  action  are  inis'^in;^  t'nun  the  clerk's  ofVice.  but  it  is  imiicaUil 
that  the  action  was  an  atlciiiijt  to  nlanda^nl^  tin-  county  olticials.  A  demurrer 
•  to  the  petition  was  sustained,  the  court  lindnig  iliat  lie  had  no  jurisdiction. 
Same  entry  was  made  in  case  of  Eugene  Childs  against  same  defendant. 

February  10,  1871,  Judge  Addison  Oliver  gives  a  side  light  on  the 
sparsely  settled  condition  of  the  cotmty  when  he  orders: 

"It  appearins,'  that  there  is  uo  practicing-  ])hysici3n  or  lawyer  in  the 
county  of  O  iincn  it  is  ordered  that  l^r.  Butler  aiul  t  .  H.  Lewis,  Hsq.,  of 
Cherokee  couniv,  Iowa,  he  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  as  commissioners 
uf  insanity  proteiupore." 

One  wonders  at  the  need  of  such  a  commission  at  that  time  when  the 
po|)nlation  was  so  small,  but  the  need  must  ha\e  been  great,  for  the  court 
entered  auotlier  order  July  1S71,  appoiiuiiii,'  L.  I",  Head  and  15.  .Mc- 
Corinack  a.->  members  of  the  insane  conimissi(«i  m  place  of  the  Cherokee 
county  residents. 

Judge  Addison  Oliver  resigned  his  office  in  1874,  when  he  was  elected 

to  Congress  and  J.  K.  Zuver  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  He  was  after- 
ward elected  to  the  office,  but  did  not  hold  c<iurt  regularly  on  account  of  de- 
clining health.  I'udcr  the  arrangement  two  terms  of  circuit  court  and  two 
terms  of  district  court  were  held  each  year,  the  diflferent  courts  alternating. 

Judge  Zuver's  early  opportunities  for  education  were  limited,  and  not 
well  calculated  to  fit  htm  for  the  bar.  His  life  struggles  commenced  as  a 
deck  liand  on  a  tug  boat  on  the  Ohio  ri\i  r  and  he  finally  became  captain  of 
the  boat.  Coming  to  Iowa  iu  llie  si.\tie>.  he  settled  in  llarri-^oii  county  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  ui  iS'iiS.  He  was  rather  austere  and  a  man  of  many 
jjeculiarities.  Of  strong  convictions,  he  would  not  swerve  from  what  he 
thought  was  the  right  He  possessed  a  good  legal  mind,  but  was  better 
adapted  for  the  service  at  the  bar  than  on  the  bench.  Frequently  hasty  and 
captious  and  zealous  in  the  insistence  of  his  views,  he  often  gave  offense  by 
the  earnestness  with  which  he  exjiressed  bis  opim'ons.  At  one  time  he  se- 
cured the  (lisljarnient  of  an  attorney  who  iiad  offended  liim.  Iiut  the  su])reme 
court  reversed  the  action.  The  case  is  reported  in  45  Iowa  Supreme  Court 
Reports,  page  1 55.  A  Sioux  City  lawyer  who  came  tmder  the  ban  of  his  dis- 
pleasure was  confined  in  jail  as  punishment  for  a  contempt  of  court,  until  he 
was  relcase<l  Ity  Judge  Lewis  on  a  writ  of  habea.<;  corpus.  Bcc  niing  phj'si- 
cally  disabled  through  a  fall  that  resulted  in  an  injury  to  his  head,  he  was 
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unable  to  hold  cottrt,  but  continued  in  ofiice  for  practically  the  last  three 

years  of  his  icnii  without  liolditig  cmirt.  In  1890  he  removed  from  Sioux 
City  to  Boulder,  Coloradu,  where  he  died  November  7,  1896- 

Daniel  D.  .McCalhnn,  elected  circuit  judge  in  1SS4.  ended  his  serv  ice 
when  the  court  was  abolished  by  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1886.  Judge 
McCallum  lived  at  Sibley,  in  Osceola  county,  was  a  man  of  pleasing  person- 
ality and  well  liked  by  the  bar.  At  the  condusioo  of  his  term  he  thought 
that,  having  been  elected  by  the  peo|)!e  to  fill  the  office  for  a  full  term,  the 
Legislature  could  not  sooner  end  the  term  by  alxilishing  his  court.  The  mat- 
ter was  tested  in  court,  but  resulted  adversely  to  Jutlge  McCallum  and  other 
circuit  judges  who  had  been  legislated  out  of  office.  Judge  McCallum  died 
of  cancer  of  the  face  in  1895. 

George  \V.  Wakefield,  serving  as  circuit  judge  1885- 1886,  did  not  hold 
court  in  this  coutity  during  those  years  and  will  be  spoken  of  later. 

Cliarles  11.  Lew's  was  lM)rn  in  I'.rie  county.  Xew  ^'ork  in  ^"(J 
died  Septemljer  11^04.  He  served  with  distinction  in  an  Iowa  regiment 
in  the  Civil  War  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Cherokee  in  an  early 
day.  From  1871  to  1875  he  ably  served  as  district  attorney  of  this  judicial 
district.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  was  elected  district  judge  and  held  the  office 
until  Jannary  i,  1887.  Craig  L.  Wright  once  wrote  of  him:  "Personally 
he  was  the  most  lovable  in.ui  to  thoNC  whom  he  knew  well.  His  charaiiir 
was  one  of  the  pure^t  and  mere  contact  with  him  left  a  marked  impress.  I 
have  always  had  the  highest  n  gard  for  him  as  a  lawyer  and  a  judge.  Be- 
fore the  bar  he  was  stronger  in  ccmsultation  than  as  an  advocate  and  was  one 
of  t!ie  mc»>t  l-  arned  men  who  ever  practiced  in  this  state." 

Cicorge  \\  .  WakcfR-ld.  tiorn  in  iS.v>.  'hcd  in  Si<>ux  City  .March  10,  1905. 
He  served  in  an  Illinois  regiment  in  the  Civ  il  War.  ua-  wounded  at  jacksrm. 
Missi.ssippi,  antl  entered  the  practice  of  law  at  an  early  day  in  Siun.x  City. 
After  his  two  years'  service  as  circuit  judge,  he  began  his  term  as  district 
judge  January  i,  1887.  which  .sen'ice  continued  until  his  death.  In  early  life 
he  became  owner  of  some  real  estate  in  this  county,  which  he  held  till  shortl  . 
before  lr<  <li  ath.  He  was  kindiv  In  iialure,  melhodical  in  his  habits  and  well 
\er-(.il  11;  ihf  law.  He  had  a  higli  unler  of  ability  in  logical  analysis  and 
markeil  nni)artialily  in  his  judicial  methods  and  decisii>ns.  Besides  his  in- 
terest in  law.  he  was  foremost  in  a  number  of  scholarly  and  public  activ- 
ities that  indicated  bis  breadth  of  mind  and  wide  range  of  interests  and 
studies.  He  was  a  forceful  personality,  not  Ix'catisc  of  any  aggressive  dis- 
position, but  rather  because  of  his  modest  and  genial  temperament,  combined 
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u  ith  disiiti.i,'iii>lH  iI  aliiiiix  tli  ii  (  •mpelled  general  dependence  on  his  judgment 
and  confuknce  in  his  sincerity. 

Judge  Ladti  has  been  referred  lo  in  the  chapter  on  the  liar,  tie  was  a 
good  politician  liecaiuie  he  conducted  his  oftice  with  industry,  ability,  integ- 
rity and  honesty.  His  service  on  the  bench  did  not  repress  his  sense  of 
humor,  howevtr.  and  i'rc<|iiently  in  >!..ricN  from  the  older  memlx-rs 
of  the  I)ar  as  tn  hi-,  w'n.  At  one  time  hi'  had  taken  an  i'(|nity  case  nnder  ad- 
visetncnt  and  wlien  M>nie  time  liad  elajised  with  no  decisii)n,  litigants  and  at- 
torneys became  anxious.  As  a  sniooili  way  of  suj^gesting  to  ihe  court  that 
it  was  time  to  decide  the  case,  the  attorneys,  after  conference  with  each 
other.  preiNured  and  filed  a  motion  asking  that  the  court  issue  an  order  to 
require  the  jud-e  i'.  render  Ids  decision.  The  clerk  \va-  ilclegated  to  hand 
the  niotii.n  {<>  the  in<li,'e  and  lie  slipped  it  np  ni  his  de^k  and  promptly  with- 
drew. Judt^e  l.add  read  it  to  the  end,  but  .soon  afterwanl.s  placed  on  Jile  his 
reply  as  follows; 

"Come  now  the  judge  before  whom  this  cause  was  tried  and  submitted 
and  liegs  to  sumbit  the  following: 

"He  admits  that  decision  in  said  cause  has  not  Ix-en  rendered,  but  as 
reason  therefor  state--  That  there  have  been  employed  as  attorneys  in  said 
cause  members  i>\  the  bar  who  have  s<i  artfully  twisted  and  coiiceale<l  the 
fact.s  anil  law  that  decision  of  .said  case  on  its  merits  is  impossible.  Where- 
fore this  judge  prays  that  he  may  go  hence  in  peace." 

The  attorneys  accepted  the  joke  and  were  soon  afterwards  respectively 
pleaM-'l  and  >ti-:i]i;)ointed  to  hear  from  the  judge  with  his  decision. 

Anthonx  \  an  W'ai^encii.  appointed  hv  Governor  P)oies  in  iSrjj  tn  till 
vacancy  created  l)y  addition  oi  another  jndfie  in  thi>^  district,  had  been  it* 
the  practice  at  Rock  Rapids  in  Lyon  county,  lie  n>ade  a  good  judge,  but 
was  ill  during  a  portion  of  his  term,  that  prechtded  his  holding  all  terms  of 
court  r^ulariy.  He  afterwards  entered  the  practice  at  Sioux  City  and  has 
been  promiiieiu  in  Democratic  cotmcils  and  politics.  He  is  a  Auent  speaker 
an«l  talented  in  debate. 

I'rank  K.  (iayiior.  elected  to  the  district  bench  a>  a  Democrat  in  iS<)i. 
later  became  a  Republican,  largely  turning  upon  the  money  tpiestion. — g<jld 
versus  silver. — ^that  was  an  issue  between  the  parties.  Judge  Gaynor  resided 
at  LeMars  and  was  a  hi;,dily  <|nalilied  lawyer,  a  thorough  gentleman,  kindly 
considercite  of  all.  lie  br"nL;lit  t-'  lii-^  oiVice  a  tjrace  and  dignity  that  charmed 
the  bar.  litii/ant<  an<l  cmirt  "iiiciaK  His  reconl  in  the  appeals  of  cases  to 
the  sujjreme  court  has  iKcn  exceptionallv  g<xKl  and  he  has  long  been  con- 
(17) 
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sidered  (me  of  die  strung  judges  of  the  state.  In  1912  he  was  elected  to  the 
supreme  bench  and  began  hb  office  there  with  the  year  191 3. 

John  F.  Oliver,  elected  first  in  the  fall  of  1S94.  has  c(»itinuously  ser\'ed 
as  district  judge  to  the  present  time,  although  liis  work  lias  not  brought  him 
into  this  county  >ince  we  were  set  out  of  the  fourth  district  in  March,  1913. 
He  is  a  son  of  Addison  Oliver,  the  pioneer  circuit  judge  of  this  district,  and 
partakes  of  the  strong  qualities  of  his  father.  He  is  highly  qualified  as  a 
bwyer,  well  read  and  with  a  mind  well  fitted  to  study  and  digest  the  law 
and  come  to  the  right  condution.  Absolutely  honest  in  liis  decisions,  his 
natural  sense  of  right  and  wrong  has  smnetimes  caused  hiiu  to  assi>t  the 
litigant  whose  case  may  not  be  <iuite  properly  presented,  in  gettini;  the  entire 
evidence  before  the  court  and  jury  and  thus  he  has  at  times  antagonized 
some  of  the  attorneys.  His  continued  service  on  the  bench  shows  the  high 
opinion  of  him  held  by  the  voters  and  he  has  proven  an  acceptable  judge. 

William  Hutchinson,  of  Sioux  couniv.  elected  to  the  bench  in  iScjd.  is 
one  of  the  mf>st  pojjular  judges.  Of  goi«l  legal  training,  a  keen  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  a  iiolished  and  convincing  speaker,  he  has  shown  marked 
ability  in  rightly  deciding  the  equities  of  matters  presented  to  him  for  de- 
cision. Prior  to  his  ele\'ation  to  the  bench  he  had  long  served  as  a  success* 
ful  practitioner,  including  service  as  county  attorney  of  Sioux  county.  He 
possesses  a  clean  Christian  character  and  is  verily  bdoved  1^  even  the  litigant 
whr>m  he  smiteth 

J.  L.  Kennedy,  appointed  to  the  ju<lgeslii])  to  (ill  vacancy  in  1905.  served 
till  the  end  of  his  term,  but  was  not  a  candidate  for  election.  He  was  an 
exceptionally  good  lawyer  and  successful  in  his  practice  and  found  the  sac- 
rifice in  income  too  great  to  longer  ccmtinue  in  office. 

David  Mould,  successor  to  Judge  Wakefield,  resides  in  Sloux  Gty.  He 
is  of  the  same  quiet  temperament  as  Judge  WakelieUl.  a  good  lawyer  and  a 
righteous  judge. 

Judge  Boies,  the  youngest  judge  in  (mint  of  service,  has  been  discussed 
in  another  chapter.  His  friends  are  pleased  to  note  that  he  is  giving  uni- 
versal satisfaction  as  a  judge,  bringing  to  the  office  not  only  the  ability  but 
the  industry  that  results  in  quick  trials,  quick  decisions  and  no  business  de- 
layed. 

Within  the  limits  of  this  chapter  it  will  be  possible  to  give  but  frag- 
mentary statements  in  regard  to  a  few  of  court  officials. 

Ed.  Nissen  was  sheriff  from  1872  to  1877,  inclusive.  He  was  a  drink- 
ing man  and  an  indifferent  officer.  In  his  final  campaign  for  office  in  1877  he 
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iaii\ a-->e(l  llu'  c<»iiniy  and  nr},H-d  upon  the  \<ncrs.  wlio  liad  In'on  sorolv  pn-sscd 
b}  creditors  during  their  da\  s  ot  poverty  that  loUowcd  the  gra.sshoi>pcr»  and 
crop  failures,  that  he  wotild  be  dnink  most  of  the  time  and  they  could  not 
expect  him  to  hurt  them  much  in  the  way  of  serving  process.  Mart  Shea, 
opposing  him,  announced  that  while  he  would  serve  aU  papers  handed  him 
he  would  siTvi-  nnthint;  uiiU-^s  iVis  wrri'  paid  in  ad\ance.  and  would  not,  as 
Xissen  had  dnnt.  extend  irLiiu  lo  p'.T>niis  di-siring  the  papvrs  served.  The 
people  belie\e<l  in  Siica  and  elected  him  and.  hure  enough,  when  he  de- 
manded fees  in  advance,  litigation  fell  off  and  many  creditors  refused  to  sue 
when  they  had  to  pay  in  advance.  Shea  held  office  for  four  years  and  was 
followed  In-  W.  C.  Green,  or.  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  "Clark"  (Ireen. 
The  latter  had  been  a  settler  from  the  early  day,  closely  identified  with  the 
business  life  of  the  cnuiUy.  a  nierclnuit.  and  owner  of  half  the  town  plat  of 
I'rinighar.  Green  held  the  ofhce  eight  years  and  was  an  exceptionally  good 
and  capable  officer.  During  his  term  of  office  there  was  «>mmenced  that 
sea  of  litigation  over  the  railroad  lands  in  the  county  that  only  kept  the 
sheriff  busy,  but  helped  his  finances  as  well.  In  one  day  the  W  estern  Land 
Company,  purchaser  of  tlie  ("liicasjo,  Milwaukee  M  St.  I'aul  Railway  lands, 
tiled  one  hundred  .and  litleeti  suit>  m  ejectment  ami  the  sheriff  and  his  depu- 
ties handled  the  notices  in  all  these  cases.  At  another  time  over  tifty  similar 
cases  were  filed  in  one  day.  Green  was  a  Democrat  and  his  popularity  was 
shown  in  his  repeated  election  in  a  county  that  normally  was  strongly  Re- 
publican. 

W.  H.  N'oyes.  who  followed  C  lark  <  irecn  as  sherilY,  had  previously  held 
office  as  county  recorder  and  made  a  jjoocl  ofiicial.  He  was  <ii  a  kind-heartctl 
and  liljeral  disposition,  careless  in  acquiring  money,  but  ever  ready  to  do 
another  a  kindness,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  pocketbook.  In  his  office 
'  as  sheriff  he  was  always  ready  to  do  hi&  duty,  but  at  the  same  time  strove 
to  make  the  service  as  pl-^asant  as  jMissiblc  to  the  defendant.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  S.  .\.  Carter,  ( ).  Iv  .\!<ir|Lrau.  deorjie  Coleman.  Theodore  Price, 
J.  (j.  Lieister  and  il.  \\  .  (Jeister,  who  have  all  ably  filled  the  office. 

One  of  the  popular  clerks  of  courts  in  the  history  of  the  county  was 
Frank  A.  Turner.  An  export  penman,  a  first  ckiss  office  man,  with  a  genial 
smile,  obliging  temperament  and  a  desire  to  u  i^rk,  he  was  the  favorite  among 
attorneys.  He  possessed  a  thorough  legal  knowledge  and  was  able  tf»  assist 
manv  .^n  attorney  in  a  perpkxin»  question  of  practice.  His  kind-beartt'dness 
was  proverbial  and  while  he  did  not  leave  the  office  with  much  of  this 
world's  goods  to  his  credit,  he  left  it  with  the  high  regard  and  affection  of 
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every  court  ntliciul.  Indicativt-  <>f  this  was  the  beautiful  diatiioiul  wutcli 
charm  presented  to  him  by  the  meinljers  of  the  bar  at  the  last  tenn  of  court 
which  he  attended.  The  method  of  presentation  was  novel.  Turner  had 
been  served  with  a  stib|Xieiia  in  regular  form  requiring  his  attendance  before 
court  as  a  witness  and  wtthdut  knowing  just  what  case  it  was.  Imt  thinkinij 
it  was  <iiK'  lit"  thu  iiian\  matters  uhi-rcin  he  was  fmnu-iitlv  rallnl  to  ic^iifv. 
he  was  made  lu  take  the  uatii  ul  a  witness  and  then  iiMjuired  to  testily  as  to 
his  lcni;th  of  seiA'ice  of  clerk  and  as^ed  to  give  his  opinion  as  to  his  (|uality 
of  service  rendered  to  the  public.  This  line  of  questioning  was  followed  by 
a  neat  presentation  S|)eech  by  W*.  1).  Dnics.  in  wliich  the  <|restii»ns  un- 
answered In  l  urner  were  e\]>lained  tn  him  and  it  was  with  tears  in  his  eye>- 
tli.u  lie  aiiei)te<i  the  enibleuj  of  love  and  appreciation,  and  attempted  to  ex- 
press liis  tiiank>. 

W.  S.  Armstrong,  clerk  for  1893  to  1S96,  inclusive,  made  a  good  record 
in  his  ofBce.  He  >vas  well  qualified  for  the  position  and  possessed  in  con- 
ned i<  >n  with  his  ahihty  an  aOaltility  an<]  deli^Iutid  perv^iality  that  made  him 
many  friends.  S.  A.  Martin.  1'.  1\.  W  ihmI.  II.  May  and  W.  J.  K.  Thatcher 
have  all  made  i^t>nd  clerks.  Mr.  riiateher.  rrum  his  lesjal  knowledge,  has  al- 
ways hatl  a  hi^h  sense  of  his  dnty  and  ha-;  especially  been  diligent  in  keeping 
up  the  work  of  his  rifficc.  regularly  checking  Ixvnds  in  probate  matters  and 
requiring  filing  of  repcjiis  and  schedules  that  have  been  omitted  by  representa- 
tives of  estate^  and  persons  under  disability.  His  administration  has  greatly 
expedited  the  settlement  of  estates  and  completion  of  court  business. 

OFFICE  OF  SHERIFF. 

The  Idllowinu  i>^  a  list  >)t'  the  >lieritTs  of  (  )'I'.rien  cinnty.  with  their  terms 
of  oitice  in  calendar  years  nnles'<  <itlierwise  vt.Ued :  I.,  Mct^  lellan,  from  . 
February  0,  i8'X),  to  January  1,  i8<»i  ;  Archibald  -Murray..  1801  ;  George 
Hoffman,  1862-1865;  Giarlcs  M.  Stevenson,  1866-1867;  Chancy  Chesley, 
1868;  S.  B.  Hurlburt.  1869-1870;  George  A.  McOmber.  1871 ;  Ed.  A.  Nissen. 
187.'- 1877;  Mart  Shea,  1878-1881;  \V.  C.  Green.  188J-18S9:  VV.  H.  Xoyes. 
iS4/)-iS<;^:  S.  A.  Carter.  !Ki)4-iS«)7:  Georj^e  t  oteman.  iS<^8-i<x>i  :  Oscar  F. 
MHr!L,'.iii  troiii  lamiary  1.  Kjoj.  to  jamiars  jo,  kjoj  (died  January  _»o.  k^u). 
Alter  .Mr.  .Morgan's  death  Dr.  1-.  E.  IJrown.  coniuer,  acted  as  ex-olVicio 
sheriff  for  ten  days  landing  the  appointment  of  George  Coleman,  who  acted 
under  appointment  for  the  balance  of  the  term:  Theodore  Price,  1903-1967; 
Joseph  G.  Geister,  1907-1910;  Henry  \V.  Gei-ster,  1911-1914. 
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CLERK  OF  COLRTS. 

Relntini;  to  tlii-  iitVice  oi  clerk  of  courts,  it  is  difHcult  from  the  records 
v.p  to  Iaii!!ar\  i.  iS-i.  at  all  times  to  detenniiie  either  who  was  elected,  who 
qiialilied  cjr  who  in  lact  was  clerk.  At  the  tirsl  clcctiuu,  Febrixary  0.  iSOo, 
it  is  definite  that  Archibald  Murray  was  dect«d  and  that  Henry  C.  Tiffey  was 
elected  for  the  term  beginning  January  i,  1863,  and  served  until  January  i, 
1866,  though  in  one  pl.ice  it  would  appear  that  John  Moore  acted  as  such  at 
a  time  in  though  that  niii^ht  l)e  explaimd  in  that  he  might  have  acted 

as  deputy.  John  Moore  was.  however,  elected  t. -r  tlie  term  he.ijimiing  jaiuiary 
1.  lK<>7.  and  he  later  resigned  and  Archiljald  -Murray  was  appointed  in  his 
place,  though  both  the  resignation  and  appointment  are  undaledt  though  prob- 
ably in  1868.  At  the  regular  election  held  November  9,  1868.  Hannibal  H. 
Waterman  was  declared  elected,  but  evidently  did  not  <|ualify.  as  the  record 
aLjain  vhows  another  aj»]»ointmcnt  of  Jolm  Moore  March  15,  i^(Kf.  It  also 
appears  tliat  J«jhn  Stratton  acted  in  nSl^uS,  hut  by  what  proce>>  he  got  there 
llie  record  does  not  disclo^e.  However  there  was  but  little  work  for  a  clerk 
of  courts  to  do.  other  than  to  draw  the  salary,  tmtil  the  settlers  arrived  in 
1870.  The  first  real  clerk  of  the  courts  was  Stephen  Harris,  who  was  elected 
and  assumed  the  office  January  i,  1S71. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  clerks  0I  courts  since  said  date,  each  assuming 
his  duties  on  January  ist  of  the  year  named:  Stephen  Harris.  1S71-72;  A. 
li.  W  illilts.  i«73-i878:  Frank  \.  L)erl)y.  1879-80:  \V.  X.  Strong.  1881-82; 
Frank  A.  Turner,  1883  SS;  Jolin  W.  Walter,  1889-92:  William  S.  Arm- 
stroi^,  1893-96;  Scott  A.  Martin.  1897-1900;  Ed.  R.  Wood  assumed  the 
office  January  i,  1901.  His  health  failing  and  later  resulting  in  his  death, 
Jf'hti  F.  lioyer  was,  in  May.  1903.  appointed  clerk  to  fill  the  vacancy,  first 
caused  by  his  ■<ickness  and  inability  to  act  and  later  death.  Mr.  Boyer  serxed 
until  Xovember  election  ior  1904,  when  William  }i.  Downing  was  elected 
for  the  vacancy  and  served  six  weeks;  Harr>-  C.  May,  1905- 1908;  W.  J.  E. 
Thatcher.  1909-1914. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

THE  O  BKIEN  CUUNTY  BAR. 

Popular  coinment  is  ever  ready  to  portray  the  result  of  a  lawsuit  as 
enriching  the  law  ycr.  I"\  cn  a  lawyer  has  been  known  to  speak  of  his  suc- 
cos-^i'iil  cage's  and  the  rich  hv  earns.  Uut  while  he  is  e<jntinu<>iisly  reap- 
ing;, llie  lawyer  never  >eem>-  lit  aeemnnlate  weahh.  I  think  it  was  Welister 
wiio  >aid  that  the  lawyer  s  hte  was  that  ol  one  who  worked  hard,  lived  well 
am!  died  poor.  D.  A.  W.  Perkins  once  wrote :  "Life  is  a  battle,  with  each 
to  wage  his  own  individual  warfare,  and  when  one  takes  upon  himself  the 
burden,  and  advertises  to  fight  the  hatiUs  of  other  people,  along  w  ith  his  t.wn, 
he  enters  iiix  ii  an  arena  of  s.mie  ^rief.  and  much  responsibility  and  witlMut 
.sutlieient  ci  ini|)en-ati<  >ii  "  Some  ol  the  lawyers  <if  the  connly  have  j:rov\ii 
rich.  Init  not  one  can  trace  his  entire  weahh  to  the  legitimate  practice  of  law 
An  investment  in  land  has  helped  many,  and  others  have  won  riches  in  othet 
lines.  The  glamour  and  excitement  of  striving  to  win,  the  hope  of  victory, 
and  sati.«iaction  of  pl«ising  a  client  and  pr  >\  iii<,'  correctness  of  opinion,  have 
spurred  many  an  attorney  and  kepi  him  in  the  i)raetiee  just  I'of  pure  lo\e  of 
the  ^anu-,  when  lie  has  perlia]i-  realized  iliat  hi-^  tali'iil^  would  he  better  re- 
warded ni  another  line  of  action.  The  vocation  (it  a  lawyer  is  an  otVicial 
position,  not  a  business.  An  officer  of  the  court,  he  is  charged  with  specific 
duties  and  responsibilities.  More  than  any  other  licensed  professional  man, 
the  lawyer  must  not  only  have  a  license  to  practice,  but  he  must  qualify  as  an 
officer  of  the  1,'ovennnent,  -uearine:  to  faithfully  perform  the  dtnie>i  of  his 
high  oniee.  niainiani  the  re^pect  ilue  the  courts,  to  encourage  ami  maintain 
only  just  actions,  use  only  .such  means  as  are  consistent  with  truth,  and  never 
reject  for  any  consi<leration  periional  to  himself  the  cause  of  the  defenseless 
and  oppressed. 

Xp  one.  considering  the  records  of  the  country  lawyer,  as  written  in 
the  pa'^es  of  0'r)rien  connly  hi-^tory.  can  receive  any  encouragement  to  believe 
that  the  lawyer's  life  IcatU  to  linancial  gain.  Most  of  the  lawyers  were  poor 
in  the  wealth  of  the  realm,  but  the  industrioitt  and  honest  receive  the  jtist 
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rewards  of  a  i^uod  name  and  the  kindly  esteem  m1  their  luiijhhors.  If  there 
have  been  any  lawyers  in  the  county  whu  have  nut  lived  the  righteous  life, 
who  have  strayed  from  the  jjath  oi  duty  and  not  lived  up  to  the  high  ideals 
of  the  legal  profession,  may  charity  permit  us  to  leave  the  ug^y  record  out  of 
these  pages. 

It  is  with  some  trepi<lation  that  the  associate  editor  of  this  work  has 
con-iciitcd  to  write  the  history  of  the  lawyers — many  i>\  iluni  liis  Cfintein- 
poraries — and  risk  the  cliarj;e  of  unfair  criticism.  Those  that  are  dead  and 
gone  have  left  their  record  and  we  shall  try  to  truthfully  portray  their  work 
AS  viewed  from  the  present  day.  Those  that  are  yet  among  us  have  a  future 
before  them;  they  may  brighten  or  blacken  the  present  prospect.  We  shall 
try  to  restrict  our  discussion  of  merits  and  demerits  more  to  the  past  genera- 
tion than  the  present,  l)i',t  d(  justice  to  all.  The  lau  vers  have  all  left  their 
impress  on  the  history  of  tlie  count) .  some  for  good,  and  some  tor  Ul.  Fre- 
quently leaders  in  their  community,  the  nature  of  the  practice  necessarily 
connects  them  closely  with  many  of  the  industries  and  public  and  private 
business  of  the  community. 

The  earliest  recurd  of  a  lawver  in  the  county  i>  the  appearance  of  J.  W. 
Bosler  in  iSfio.  \-  he  \\a>  not  exactlx  in  the  practice  of  liis  ]]r<)irv>j,(n  in 
this  county  and  had  no  oltice.  and  M)licUcd  no  husiness  here,  further  refer- 
ence may  well  be  left  to  him  in  another  portion  of  the  work,  where  he  receives 
proper  classification. 

B.  I".  Mc( '< irniack.  who  came  in  1S71.  was  the  first  settler  of  tin  1  nnty 
to  practice  the  le;;ai  pmfcssion  here.  The  law.  however,  is  said  to  We  ""a 
jealous  mistress"  <in<l  I'.rother  McCi»nnack's  varied  i  \|)eriences  in  inisiness 
lines  somewhat  unhtted  him  for  successful  legal  practice.  We  hear  of  him 
as  an  editor,  hardware  dealer,  member  of  board  of  su|)ervisors  and  engaged 
in  other  activities. 

D.  A.       Perkins  was  bom  in  1840,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1865,  settled 

in  Slielditii  witli  the  coniin*^  of  the  railmad  in  1S7J.  lie  was  a  unirpie  char- 
.icter,  ln.L;lily  talented  and  edncate<l.  Inil  never  ^ave  proof  of  that  industry  and 
energy  that  put  others  to  the  front.  In  1873  he  was  elected  suiK-rintendent 
of  the  schools  of  the  cotmty.  In  1874  he  was  editing  a  newspaper  in  Sheldon. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  successfully,  as  an  adjunct  to  his  profession  and  in 
connection  with  his  law  practice,  conducted  a  series  of  lectures  through  vari- 
ous towns  in  northwe-tern  Iowa  and  si nithwestern  Minnesota.  A  man  of 
(ine  literarv  tastes,  liberal  culture  and  pleasant  social  ways,  he  was  an  elo(|uent 
spci'ker  and  gave  goo<l  .satisfaction  to  his  audiences.    His  lectures  were  a 
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ran-  literary  treat  to  the  early  settlcr^.    Iti  Seincmhcr.  we  find  him 

e<liling  a  iiewsijaper  at  Siiiley.  Init  later  he  ahaiulnned  that  ami  returned  tu 
practice  of  law.  In  the  nineties,  returning  to  Sheldon  from  a  lew  years" 
absence  in  South  Dakota,  he  entered  pohtics.  and  in  1895  and  1896  he  held 
the  office  of  county  attorney,  elected  thereto  by  the  people.  In  18^  he 
hef|iieathc(l  to  posterity  a  nioniiniental  work,  i^ix  ing  the  bimdit  of  his  intimate 
kn<>wled;^'e  <ii  the  lit>-t(>ry  uf  llic  county  to  the  puhlic  iti  a  volume  replete 
with  historical  .«;ketches  and  records  of  the  life  (jf  the  county  ami  it-;  in- 
habitants. Never  industrious  in  the  practice  of  his  pri>fcssion,  yet  he  irie  l 
his  Ci'ises  in  an  artful,  masterful  way,  persuasive  in  his  argiunents  to  the  jury, 
ami  generally  successful  in  his  suits.  He  never  possessed  the  ability  nor 
inclination  to  stir  uj)  business  or  "go  after  it."  and  was  content  to  well  tr>' 
the  ca->es  that  came  to  lii>.  olTice.  lie  po-^<i->->ed  a  ipiaint  humor  and  the  meni- 
hers  of  the  bar  enjoy  telling  ot  many  examples  of  his  tpiick  wit.  In  1879 
•a  client  at  Sibley  wrote  him  and  endosed  him  a  promissory  note  for  collec- 
tion, sugfi^esting  that  if  he  could  find  the  debtor,  he  wished  the  attorney 
would  "stir  him  up  a  little."   To  this  Perkins  replied: 

"J  cmi  tind  him.  1  was  an  eye  wUiie>s  to  jus  imrial  in  our  cemetery 
in  the  spring  of  1874.  It  would  be  better,  perhaps,  not  to  stir  him.  If  you 
insist  uixm  it,  however.  I  would  prefer  that  you  do  it  yourself. 

"Yours, 

"D.  A.  W.  Perkihs." 

.Mr.  Perkins  is  now  count)  judge  at  Ilighmore.  South  Dakota. 
Dewitt  C.  Hayes  arrived  at  Primghar  with  the  location  of  the  new 
^"^r*.;.        c<»uniy  seat  in  1872*    He  brought  into  the  county  the  first  good  law  library. 

His  habits  were  such  that  his  business  was  somewhat  neglected  and  he  soon 
drifted  away. 

Warren  Walker,  a  settler  in  the  county  in  1871.  located  on  a  homestead 
in  Baker  township,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  187.1  and  during  that  year 
serx'ed  his  first  term  as  county  supervisor,  which  office  held  until  the  end  of 
1876.  He  had  thrice  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebdlion.  and  served  from 
l8f»i  to  186;  inclusive  in  Illinois  regiments.  He  hi-ars  a  fine  record  for 
bravery  in  his  army  service,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  many  battles,  being 
seven  times  wotmded.  \\  ith  the  starting  of  the  new  town  of  Sanborn, 
Walker  moved  there  and  at  one  time  operated  offices  at  Sanborn,  Sheldon 
and  Primghar,  having  them  connected  with  telephone,  and  .'onducting  a 
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general  land,  abstract  and  law  business  and  later  piiblisliing  a  ne\vsi>aper. 
In  1895  he  reiinivfd  to  IVs  Moiius.  where  he  died.  Walker  was  an  inde- 
fatigable worker.  01  ^n  at  personal  bravery,  and  an  intense  fighter  in  his 
business  and  legal  enterprises. 

Orsmond  M.  Barrett,  at  one  time  the  leading  lawyer  of  Shcldun,  was 
bom  in  1837,  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  Union  mldier,  and  settled  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Sheldon  in  1875.  He  was  at  various  times 
ass'  i  iatiil  w  ith  t 'barley  \Hen.  Alfred  Morton.  C  H.  Bullis  and  S.  A.  Call- 
vert  hi>  iKitin-  always  iieailiiii;  the  firm.  He  was  a  representative  in  tbe 
nineteenil)  tjeiieral  Asscinblv,  and  senator  in  the  twentieth,  Iwentv-tirst, 
twenty-second  and  twenty-third  general  Assemblies  of  Iowa.  In  his  later 
years  he  removed  to  (."alifomia.  residing  at  Xational  City,  where  he  died 
ilaroh  I.  if^jy. 

j")hn   I".  Steam-,  br>rn  in  wa<  admitted  to  practice  in  branklin 

cuiiiuy.  Iowa,  ami  came  to  IViniL^bar  in  iJ^Js.  where  be  was  inttre-tL(l  in 
real  estate  ventures  in  connection  with  bis  legal  practice.  I'or  man\  years 
he  resided  at  Chamberlain,  South  Dakota,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
law  and  land  business  until  1895,  when  he  returned  to  O'Brien  county  and 
actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  made  a  s|)ecialty  of  land  title 
litigation  and  was  for  many  years  assiKriated  with  other  attorneys  in  the 
condt'ct  of  lititration  in  i)ehall  <it  settlers  on  tbe  lilij^ated  railroad  lands  of 
llie  County.  This  litigation  was  generally  successful,  as  most  of  bis  clients 
had  secured  and  remained  in  (lossession  of  the  lands,  bttt  the  contest  was  long 
and  arduous  and  J.  T.  Steams'  ability  led  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success 
of  that  series  of  legal  battles.  He  died  March  14,  1907,  without  an  enemy 
in  the  confity. 

C  harles  Allen,  familiarly  known  as  '■Charley."  was  born  in  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  l^5t^}^.  and  came  to  the  county  in  1875  and  associated 
himself  at  Sheldon  with  O.  M.  Barrett  in  the  l^ractice  of  law.  the  firm  being 
known  as  Barrett  &  Allen.  In  1879  ^'^  '^nd  him  at  I'rimghar  temporarily 
engaged  in  tin-  <!riifi  business,  but  he  six)n  retnrne*!  to  bis  profession  and  wa.s 
a  successful  practitioner  in  the  county  until  iSSi..  I^ater  be  was  a  practicing 
attorney  at  Latuler.  Wyoming,  where  he  die<[  in  lyil.  He  was  a  gootl 
lawyer,  absolutely  honest  in  money  ntttters,  and  a  man  of  varied  talents, 
being  at  one  time  leader  of  the  band. 

J.  L.  £,  Peck  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Primghar  in  1877  and, 
with  but  a  short  interruption,  during  the  time  his  daughters  were  receiving 
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their  college  education,  he  has  been  continuously  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  the  same  town.  He  was  auditor  of  the  county  from  1880  to  1883 
incIiNivc-.  t^iiviiifi  his  ahilitv  l'>  tlic  :ul justnifjit  and  settlt-iiiont  of  ihc  invohetl 
and  inipuiiant  financ  i.il  (iiu  ^ti- m  iliai  was  hcfort-  tlit-  supers  isurs  in  tiu- 
troublous  limes  ut  rcliuHhng  ilic  couniv  dclil  in  1S81.  Mr.  I'eck  is  an  in- 
dustrious lawyer,  joyously  revelling  in  the  drudgery  oi  iligging  and  dilut- 
ing, and  preparing  his  lawsuits,  and  there  are  no  details  too  small  to  receive 
his  earnest  attention.  He  has  !)ecn  successful  in  lii>  Imsincss  life,  has  always 
maintained  a  fine  lioim  at  I'rimj^har.  hnildinq;  and  reltiiiidini;  with  tlic  grow- 
ing town,  taking  an  acli^  c  part  in  the  prugress  >>{  his  little  city,  freely  giving 
ot  his  time,  talents  and  money  to  every  jHiblic  enterprise  and  from  his  in- 
dustry, always  an  important  factor  in  every  movement  that  tends  to  the 
betterment  of  the  town.  He  ser\'ed  as  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  this  cotmty. 
1898  to  1903  inclusive. 

1.  \V.  Daggett,  an  early  resident  nf  I'rimghar.  engaged  in  the  hanking 
business  there  as  e.irly  as  1S75.  was  later  a  |)racluinL;  aitornes.  Duriiii,'  the 
eighties  he  was  engaged  in  tlie  mercantile  business  at  Sanborn  and  later  re- 
nioved  to  Sioux  City. 

Harley  Day.  a  homesteader  in  the  county  in  1871.  county  supervisor  in 
1873-4,  served  as  county  superintendent  of  schi)r>ls  from  1878  to  r88i  in- 
chisi\e.  lie  was  adniiiled  ti»  the  l)ar  during  the  lirst  vear  nf  his  ofhce  as 
superinientlent.  beginning  hi^  professional  life  at  Trimghar,  he  was  later  a 
resident  of  Sanborn,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stocum  &  Day. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  He  died 
at  Af  inot.  North  Dakota,  February  7,  1903. 

J.  F.  Glover,  erstwhile  editor  at  Sheldon  in  187.4  and  1875,  was  admitted 
to  the  liar  in  1878,  but  ininiediatelv  ren)ove<l  to  Sibley,  w  here  he  now  resides. 

(Jeorgc  L.  McKay,  a  justice  of  the  |)eace  in  Sheldon  in  1878.  was  then 
admitted  tu  practice  and  removed  to  Sioux  county. 

Cal  Bradstreet  came  to  Sanborn  with  the  organization  of  the  town  in 
1878  and  successfully  practicetl  law  there  a  df)zen  or  more  years,  finally  re- 
moving to  .Sioux  City,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  tlie  practice. 

John  Coniiell,  of  Siou.x  county,  was  an  early  practitioner  who  tried  many 
cases  in  Sheldon  and  in  this  county. 

S.  C.  Nash,  a  graduate  of  the  law  department  of  the  State  Universit)* 
of  Iowa,  a  good  lawyer,  was  in  the  practice  at  Sheldon  in  1878.  His 
brother.  F.  H.  Nash,  was  also  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879  and  practiced  at 
Sheldon. 
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In  1879  there  came  to  Sheldon  one  of  the  kindest,  courtliest  members  of 

the  profession  who  has  ever  ,i,'r:i( i-.l  tlic  c  nirt  room  of  the  county.  Alfred 
Morton  had  served  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Xinet\ -third  New  York  In- 
fantry, with  rank  as  major,  and  later  reieive<l  coniniissi<  in  n{  hrexet  hen- 
tenaiU-colonel,  Early  in  the  rec instruction  pcriinl  after  the  war,  Cieneral 
Grant  appointed  him  a  ciraiit  judge  in  \^irginia.  He  lived  at  Richmond  and 
held  this  office  two  years.  For  a  short  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Barrett  &  Morton,  hut  later  practiced  alone.  For  many  years  he  represented 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  ("onii>nny  its  attorney  and  actively  attended 
to  the  lej^al  ljusiness  of  the  Clierokee  Dakota  Railroad  Company  when  that 
road  vva.s  huill  into  the  county  in  1887.  lie  thed  April  19.  1896,  while  in 
active  practice  of  his  profession.  A  man  of  natural  politeness,  with  a  touch 
of  Southern  chivalry  in  his  nature,  he  was  beloved  by  all.  In  all  the  intensity 
of  a  lej^al  contest  he  was  one  mcniher  who  always  remained  considerate  of 
the  rights  ot  th>'  opponent  and  was  pleasant,  respectful  and  just  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hi-s  conii)etitor. 

Milt  H.  Allen,  son  of  Charley  Allen,  was  admitted  to  the  practice  in 
1879.  First  settling  at  Pattersonville,  now  Hull,  in  Sioux  cotmty,  for  a 
short  time,  he  was  at  Primghar.  then  Sanhorn  and  later  Sheldon.  A  man 
of  unusual  talents,  llnent  of  speech,  a  hriyht  lejjal  mind,  and  largely  a  self- 
made  tnan.  Milt  Allen  was  one  of  the  best  trial  lawyers  ever  practiciu;,'  in 
tlie  county,  lie  removed  from  the  county  several  ycar.s  ago  and  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Chicago. 

Peter  R.  Bailey  had  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  Union  seedier.  He 
came  to  Sheldon  in  18S0  and  was  engaged  for  some  time  as  a  temperance 
lecturer,  addressini:;  aitdiencts  (generally  over  northwester!!  Iowa.  In  tlie 
same  year  lu-  was  admitted  to  the  har.  praUicin.^  .it  ."^la-idiMi  luitil  iSi^(  .  when 
he  sold  hi.s  practice  and  removed  to  llunt>\illc.  .\labama.  Bailey  was  n  man 
of  Strong  Northern  sentiments,  freel\  speaking  them  wherever  he  was,  and 
he  did  not  readily  assimilate  with  his  new  surroundings  and  met  with  many 
and  varied  difticulties  in  adjusting  his  vicw^  to  the  community  in  which  he 
had  located,  .\fter  a  turhnlent  experience  In-  linally  relumed  to  the  county, 
enjia^'int:  in  the  practice  at  I'rinighar.  \\  hile  here  he  wrote  and  puhlishetl 
an  interesting  volume  entitled  "Old  Shady."  The  lxx>k  dealt  with  the  ex- 
periences of  a  Northern  man.  or,  as  he  put  it.  a  "Yankee."  who  dwelt  in  a 
country  that  was  not  fully  "reconstructed."  Mr.  Railey  had  a  fine  ability 
as  a  speaker,  and  generally  won  verdicts  from  a  jury.  Of  strong  likes  and 
dislikes,  he  frequently  became  involved  in  serious  disagreements  with  some 
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of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  but  he  had  more  friends  than  enemies 

and  tlu'  latter  were  .m.nerany  willing  to  give  niiich  credit  tt>  tlu-ir  npponent. 
Hi-  died  in  M.iicli.  i[)oj,  at  his  home,  in  Frimghar,  where  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  practice. 

George  W.  Schce,  another  old  soldier,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880. 
He  had  served  as  auditor  of  the  county,  was  a  soldier  with  a  war  record  to 
be  {>roud  of.  and  has  for  many  years  exercised  a  leading  part  in  the  business 
lif<  I  !itic>  and  ptn^pirity  of  the  county,  Me  servcti  as  a  nieinlKT  of  the 
stale  Lci^i'-lature  in  the  twentictli.  t\\ enty-lirsi,  twenty-third  and  tliirty- 
luurlli  deiieral  AsMinl)Iii>  ut  li>wa.  His  al)ility  as  a  tactician  and  his 
thorough  understand  in  j4  of  parliamentary  law  gave  him  a  prominent  position 
in  the  House,  and  had  he  returned  to  the  twenty-second  General  Assembly 
there  is  little  doulit  but  that  he  would  have  been  electeil  speaker  of  the  House. 
A'^  a  lawyer,  he  w.i-  not  attracted  to  the  proiession.  liavin};  a  distaste  for  tin- 
details  and  nnnntin  of  the  iey-ii  conduct  of  a  case.  Init  as  a  j,'eneral.  to  plan 
out  a  campaign  of  legal  acti«jn,  he  had  ability  of  a  high  order. 

James  B.  Dunn,  who  had  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Adair  county. 
Iowa,  settled  in  Primghar  in  18K0.  but  soon  removed  to  Sutherland  when 
that  town  was  organized,  l-'lected  to  the  ofVicc  of  ci  unity  attorney  in  1886. 
he  again  rernovetl  lo  I'riii'r;har.  nniainiii..,'  tliere  till  janiiarv  i.  iS^v  when 
his  term  of  otVice  evpirec].  Practicing  at  Sheldon  for  auliile.  he  later  re- 
moved to  Bedford.  Taylor  comity,  Iowa,  serving  as  county  attorney  i>f  that 
county  from  1903  to  1907.  He  now  resides  at  Callaway.  Xel)raska.  but  is 
not  actively  engaged  in  practice. 

(u-orge  F.  (  olconi.  an  early  settler,  formerly  in  the  drug  business  at 
Sheldon.  wa<  admitted  t'.  the  bar  in  iSSi  aii'l  remove<!  -.<Min  aftcrwani  to 
Sutherland,  where  he  remained  in  the  ])ractice  of  law  until  <Katli.  in 
lijoj.  He  also  served  as  po.stmastcr  in  .Sutherland,  lie  luul  an  honorable 
record  for  service  in  the  Civil  War.  He  was  strongly  Democratic  in  his 
politics  and  achieved  considerable  success  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

J.  A.  Stocnm.  who  from  the  earliest  times  in  the  history  of  the  county 
hail  been  larL;elv  interested  in  real  estate  here,  was  for  m.^ny  years  an  in- 
structor Ml  the  Commercial  colleije  of  ISryant  &  Stratton  in  Chicat;o.  in 
1881  he  removed  to  .Sanborn  and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  there  till  his 
death,  in  1891. 

Charles  H.  Bullis.  brnther-in-hiw  of  O.  M.  Barrett,  formed  a  partner- 
.shtp  with  the  latter  in  Sheldon  in  1881.    Bullis  was  a  graduate  of  Yale. 
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heading  his  class  in  mathematics,  and  for  seven  years  he  held  a  cliair  of  , 
mathematics  in  Columbia  College  in  New  York  City.    For  a  period  he  was 

employed  ns  lerk  in  tlu-  irLa>nr\  department  at  Washington.  He  was  a 
clusi-  sttidt  11;.  a  hanl  Am  kcr,  ui  brilliant  attainments  and  an  excellent  lawyer, 
lie  died  suddenly  in  iSS5. 

Cliarlo  .McKtiizic,  a  talented  lawyer,  \va^  in  tlie  eighties  lur  a  siiort 
time  engaged  in  the  practice  in  Sheldon.  Later  he  practiced  in  Des  Moines, 
where  he  died  several  years  ago. 

Frank  M.  Shonkwilcr.  arrivini;  lure  in  r8S_'.  practiced  lus  profession 
two  or  three  years  at  Primgliar  and  Sanborn.  He  wa.s  dramatic  and  talented, 
but  bad  \ery  li'tle  luisiiless  ahility. 

Charles  li.  1  outc.  adniilied  to  the  bar  in  Winneshiek  county,  practiced 
law  at  Sanborn  for  two  or  three  years  in  the  early  eighties.  Prior  to  that 
time  he  luid  been  principal  of  the  schools  at  Sanborn.  In  1883,  wisely  con- 
cluding it  l)etter  to  j^et  inti>  a  Imsiness  that  had  some  inotiey  in  it.  lie  forso<»k 
thc  law  and  entered  the  railnuid  >ervice.  He  lias  cruitiiutetl  in  the  tin|>lny 
of  tlie  Chica}j;o,  Milwaukee  &  St.  I'aiil  Kailwa\  to  this  ilay.  having  hcltl  posi- 
tion as  passenger  train  ct^ndiictor  for  many  years. 

William  D.  Boies,  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880,  settled  in  Sanborn  soon 
afterward,  forming  a  partnership  with  Cal  Bradstreet.  In  1890  he  removed 
to  Sheldon,  where.  f(»r  a  time,  he  wa-^  as^t  K-iated  with  (].  \V.  Roth.  In 
191 J  he  was  api)ointed  l)y  ( ii >v(.rni  >r  C  arroll  to  the  vacancy  in  the  district 
judgeship  of  the  i'ourtit  judicial  district  caused  by  election  of  Judge  (iaynor 
to  the  supreme  bench.  Judge  Boies  is  now  filling  office  utider  that  appoint- 
ment He  is  a  nephew  of  ex-Govemor  Horace  Boies,  and  by  industry, 
st«di«>usness.  honesty  and  ability,  bom  of  hard  uurk.  he  has  risen  to  the 
top  of  his  profession.  I^  r  many  years  while  he  ua--  in  the  j)racticc  he  was 
recoj^ni/ed  as  the  leader  -f  the  h:>r  in  northwestern  Iowa  and  his  M-rvices 
were  re<|Uired  at  practically  every  term  of  court  in  the  ftiur  n(»nhwestcrn 
counties.  Observers  of  his  earlier  life  presaged  his  success  when  they  fotmd 
htm,  day  after  day.  drilling  along  in  the  hot  stnfTy  office,  reading  and  re- 
reading the  Iowa  rejKjrts  ;md  i  \  ery  law  Ixjok  he  could  get  hold  of.  in  the 
limited  library  at  hi^  disjici-a!  while  in  Sanl'orn. 

Seiiii  M.  I.add  enj^a^ed  in  the  prartice  <i|  Ins  ])r«iiV>sion  in  Sheldon  in 
iiS8j.  Always  a  g<K>d  lawyer,  he  never  actjuired  the  habit  of  attracting  or  at 
least  of  getting  business,  and  his  |)ractice  was  of  the  limited  sort  He  nat- 
urally. howe\'er.  possesiied  the  fine  legal  mind  and  c|ualification  which  was 
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,  impruvcd  by  close  attention  to  his  work,  jealously  guarding  himself  against 
the  pitfalls  that  have  tripped  so  many  young  attorneys  who  turned  aside  to 
earn  rooni'v  tnUsiHe  of  the  profc>-si(in.  In  rSSf)  he  was  clectc-d  district 
judge  and  ably  lilk-d  that  oi^cc  until  tin-  iiid  of  iS</i.  In  the  tall  of  that 
year  he  was  elcctnl  indi;c  of  the  vninrnu-  (ourl  and  has  since  hlleil  that 
office  with  honor  iv  himself  and  sati>i action  lo  the  voters.  Three  times 
has  he  filled  the  office  of  chief  justice  and  three  times  elected  as  supreme 
judge,  rounding  out  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  honored  service.  And 
this  renewed  expression  of  tin  cotifidence  of  the  people  expressed  at  the 
polls,  of  his  ahihly  as  a  jnd^e  and  iliaracter  as  a  man  IS  a  higher  testimonial 
of  hii>  worth  than  could  otherwise  lie  here  cxi)ressecl. 

In  iSSj  O.  D.  Hamstreet  ct)mnunced  the  practice  of  law  in  TaiiHina 
and.  as  history  records  it.  spent  three  hundred  dollars  in  building  him  a  law 
office.  After  two  years  lie  add  his  office  and  practice  to  H.  H.  Crow  and 
entered  the  newspaper  field.  Mr.  Crow  had  entered  the  practice  at  Suther- 
land in  iSSv  lie  was  a  i:ra<hiate  i>\  the  State  University  of  hnva  and  one 
of  the  most  studious  and  c«inscientious  lawyers  who  ever  practiced  in  the 
county.  Naturally  slow  and  plodding  in  his  methods,  he  was  sure  of  what 
he  did  do,  and  when  he  entered  court  for  trial  of  a  case  you  might  well 
rest  assured  that  he  had  a  well  worked  out  theory  of  the  case,  a  thoronj^hlv 
digested  hricf  of  the  law  and  facts,  and  that  there  was  not  a  pciint  in  h\< 
case  thai  had  not  received  careful  attention  He  .ijave  his  case  an  intensity 
of  mental  attention  that  in  the  end  undermined  his  health.  .\t  various 
limes  he  had  assistants  in  his  office,  who  helped  in  the  handling  of  the 

business.  "  Among  these  we  may  mention   Hilliard.  H.  E.  Dean. 

A,  M.  Hunter  and  L.  D.  Hohson  Tluse  were  all  lawyers  of  some  ability 
and  were  here  fi>r  hut  s]i,  rr  peiicxls  each,  although  Mr.  Hobson  was  later 
in  the  practice  alone  here  for  some  years. 

\\ .  J.  I^rshb«)Hgh.  admitted  to  the  practice  in  1886.  remained  in 
Primghar  for  but  a  short  time,  when  he  went  to  Hartley  and  engaged  in 
the  banking  business  and  is  now  in  the  latter  business  at  Fargo.  North 
Dakota 

M.  11.  .\lcLaury.  who  was  a  student  in  the  law  office  i>f  I'arrett  &• 
Bullis  at  Shehlon  in  the  early  eiijhties.  returned  to  Sheldon  in  1H.X9  and 
practiced  law  there  for  a  short  time.    Later  he  practiced  at  Sioux  City. 

L.  J.  Birdseye  was  in  the  practice  at  Sheldon  in  1889,  forming  a  part- 
nership with  Judge  Morton  for  a  short  time.  He  is  now  engaged  in  his 
profession  at  Spokane,  Washington. 
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H.  C.  Vail  and  Raljrfi  Hobait  entered  practice  at  Primghar  atwut 
1889,  but  soon  moved  west.  Hobart  went  to  Dell  Rapids,  South  Dakota, 
where  he  was  later  elected  county  judge.   Vail  is  engaged  in  practice,  and 

ha-^  trirm-d  considerable  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  at    Mltiini.  N'ehraska. 

I'.  II.  ilackctt  and  \\'.  E.  Brady  were  lawyers  at  Sanborn  in  1889. 
the  latter  abo  practicing  at  Sheldon  for  a  time. 

J.  A.  Wilcox  removed  to  Sanborn  from  Milford.  Iowa,  in  1889,  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  Milt  H.  Allen.   Later  he  practiced  alone,  when 
MUn  went  to  Sheldon.   In  i9ii*he  removed  to  Redmond,  Oregon,  where 
he  has  a  prosperous  practice. 

J.  W.  Walter  I)ei,'an  hi'-  liijal  rareiT  al  llariley  in  1KS6.  and  fiad  the 
honor  in  1888  ui  dciealing  Frank  .\.  Turner  for  clerk  ot  courts,  and  held 
the  office  four  years.  He  did  not  afterwards  actively  engage  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  giving  his  attention  to  private  business  at  Hartley.  Later  he 
v\a>  in  banking  business  at  Groton,  North  Dakota,  and  is  now  living  in  Los 
-Angeles.  Calitornia. 

T.  1'".  Ward  came  to  i'rimij;har  with  the  railroad  in  tWj.  He  was  a 
bright  lawyer,  ot  pleasaiu.  social  disix>.sition.  rather  inclined  to  wear  good 
clothes,  and  made  money  in  his  chosen  profession.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  politics,  was  a  leading  Democrat,  and  prominent  in  the  business  life  of 
the  community.  Later  he  was  in  hankinj,'  Inisiness  at  LeMars  and  is  now 
hohh'ng  the  ot'fue  of  cotuUy  judge  at  (iedde^.  South  Dakota 

O.  H.  .Moutxheimcr  arrived  in  Primghar  in  the  spring  of  iSSS  and 
has  been  in  the  practice  of  his  |)rofession  there  since.  He  is  employed  as 
local  attoniey  by  each  of  the  five  railroad  companies  transacting  business  in 
the  county  and  enjoys  a  lucrative  practice. 

F.  A.  Ainsworth.  a  brilliant  young  lawyer,  won  many  friends  at  Shel- 
don in  1890.   He  was  there  hut  a  short  time,  wlu  n  he  was  taken  ill  and  died. 

C.  A.  Balxrock.  who  had  been  in  the  practice  at  Humlx)ldt.  Iowa, 
settled  at  Sanlwrn  in  1891.  and  has  been  continuously  in  the  practice  since. 
In  1896  he  was  elected  county  attorney.  He  held  the  office  two  years,  but 
refused  to  accef^  ^in  unless  the  salary  was  raised.  In  1913  he  removed 
to  Sheldon.  Bahcock  -"s  a  keen  student,  lover  of  a  good  story,  scorns  to 
earn  money  outside  his  profession  and  enjoys  a  gornl  practice. 

W.  W.  Artherholt  and  Clarence  Ingham,  graduates  of  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University,  succeeded  T.  F.  Ward  in  the  practice  at 
Primghar  in  1892.  I^ter  they  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Peck,  the 
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firm  becoininii  l\\-k.  ArllierhoU  iJc  liigliam.  Ingham  later  reiimved  t<> 
Bridgeport,  Washington,  and  is  now  in  business  in  Los  Angeles,  residing 
at  Pomona,  California.  Mr.  .\rtherholt  is  postmaster  at  Prirng^iar,  has  ex- 
tensive larniing  interests  and  is  still  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Peck. 

|.  r.  L'nuw  entered  the  otticc  <it  Warren  Walker,  having  charge  of  the 
I'rin'.u'har  lui-ine>N  in  iSS-;.  In  iSi^j  to  iS()4.  inclusi\e.  lie  lie1<l  the  >>i\\ck 
iti  county  audiior  and  that  was  I'oUovved  by  two  years  as  c«ninty  allorncy. 
Following  tluit  he  re-engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Hartley. 

S.  A.  Calvert,  who  was  circuit  judge  in  the  fifth  judicial  district, 
living  at  Adel.  in  Dallas  county,  and  holding  office  from  1S7S  until  he  was 
lefjislated  out  of  oUVc  in  iS'S^'i,  soon  afterwards  removed  to  Sheld-Mi.  I'rior 
to  his  location  mi  the  county  he  held  a  term  i>f  court  here  in  exchan.iLit'  with 
one  of  the  judges  oi  the  district.  His  years  i>f  service  on  the  Ih-'UcIi  had 
somewhat  unfitted  him  for  the  active  contest  for  business  and  while  he  had 
a  nice  practice  at  Sheldon  he  gave  it  up  in  1S91  and  removed  to  North 
Yakima,  Washington. 

joe  Morion.  ^riTi  of  Jud'^e  Alfred  Morton,  entered  practice  witli  liis 
lather  in  iSi;4.  IK-  was  county  ;i11ornev  in  I'jo.Vf's.  Xatiirallv  of  a  lively 
Siicial  disiM)sition  aiul  plea.siuu  ways,  the  .study  of  law  did  nut  prove  at- 
tractive to  him  and  he  soon  entered  politics,  securing  appointment  as  jiost- 
masler  at  Sheldon.  Later  he  resigned  that  to  take  a  position  at  Sioux  City 
as  secretary  of  the  Interstate  Fair,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

(j.  W.  Roth,  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  formed  a  partnership  at  Shel- 
don with  W.  1 ).  ]5oies  in  lS<>l.  He  was  not  active  in  trial  work.  L;i\in|i4  bis 
attention  to  ottice  business  and  care  of  his  private  real  estate  intere.sis.  He 
removed  to  Worthington,  Minnesota. 

David  Algyer,  a  settler  in  the  cotjnty  in  1872,  who  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools  from  1882  to  1S88.  inclusive,  was  bom  April  5.  iS4«j. 
He  served  ir  the  1 'nion  army  in  the  Civil  War.  and  in  iqo;  ])roved  his 
abilitv  as  a  student  l>y  perfecting  a  legal  education  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  at  the  age  of  forty -seven  years.  About  the  same  time  he  mastered  the 
German  language  and  removed  to  Paullina,  where  he  has  since  practiced 
law.  He  has  a  fine  practice  and  is  one  lawyer  who  has  made  considerable 
money  strictly  in  the  i)ractice  of  his  profession.*  From  1890  to  1895  he  held 
the  office  of  comity  coroner. 

Edwin  r.  Langley.  who  valiantly  serve<l  his  country  in  an  Iowa  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  War.  came  to  Sanborn  from  Huron,  South  Dakota. 
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tn  1895.  He  had  attained  $ome  fame  as  a  speaker  and  was  capable  of  mak- 
ing a  polished  and  pleasing  address  as  a  lecturer.  He  was  in  partnership 
for  a  time  w  ith  his  son  and  also  with  A.  J.  Walsmith,  but  later  removed 

to  Santa  Ana,  ralitotnia. 

A.  J.  Walsmilii.  a  ;4iaihialc  of  the  State  L  nivcrsit\.  ciiteml  practice  at 
Sani>orn  in  1895  l''^^'*"  removed  to  Sheldon.  He  was  county  attorney 
from  1899  to  1902  inclusive.  He  is  now  residing  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and 
has  abandoned  the  law  business. 

Charles  I'".  McCormack.  at  time  in  the  practice  at  Peterson  and  at 
Sutherland  in  1897,  gave  up  his  profession  and  tills  the  soil  in  Waterman 
township, 

G.  A.  (jil)son  came  to  Sheldon  in  i8yO.  i:Ie  had  been  admitted  to  the 
bar  two  years  previous  thereto.    He  is  still  in  the  practice  at  Sheldon. 

G.  T.  Wellman,  previously  employed  in  a  governmental  position  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  removed  to  Sheldon  in  1895.  He  is  a  dose  student 
and  one  of  the  iK'st-read  lawyers  in  the  county,  havinj^  what  i"e\\  lawyers 
|K)Ssess — a  thorough  kno\\  leiluje  of  the  common  law  practice.  He  take>  the 
business  tiiat  conies  to  his  uftice  and  ^jives  his  clients  the  benelil  of  an  ^rxpert 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  law.  He  served  as  referee  in  bankruptcy 
1903  to  1912. 

W  P.  Briggs  came  to  Hartley  from  Sioux  (  ity  in  1893.  having  been 
atlniittcd  to  practice  in  1888.  He  was  a  g(XKl  lawyer,  a  thorontjh  ofVice 
man  and  had  the  best  otVicc  >y-<tem  of  keepin-jc  track  of  his  work  of  any 
lawyer  in  the  county.  He  was  {generally  successful  aiul  removed  to  Idaho 
in  1912  on  account  of  failing  health. 

Earl  W.  Brown,  a  Sheldon  boy,  raised  in  the  county,  was  admitted  to 
practice  and  a  partner  of  Milt  Allen  in  1894.  Eventually  he  entered  the 
banking  business. 

l.ouiv  \  o^i  .ulimtted  to  practice  in  iSi)^.  remained  at  Sanborn  lor  ;i 
short  tunc  arul  later  removed  to  Cjeor^-e,  in  Lvon  couniv,  Iowa,  and  there 
entered  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

John  McCandless  came  to  Sheldon  in  1892.  He  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  1880,  but  has  not  given  active  attention  to  his  ftfofcssion  in  this 
county  He  has  iieen  connected  with  a  loan  and  trust  company  and  other 
duties  have  hiniierei]  him  in  tlie  |iur--uit  of  kiw.  lie  really  has  too  mucli 
money  tu  l»e  classeil  a>  a  lawyer;  is  a  competent  business  man.  pleasant  anil 
(18) 
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honorable  in  his  (U-alings  and  has  won  for  himself  a  high  esteem  and  opinion 
among  the  pc()i)le  of  tlic  county. 

T.  X.  Mcliitin-,  who  arrived  in  Sheldon  in  1890.  formed  a  jjartnership 
with  J.  L5.  Dunn,  hut  conducted  his  business  alone  when  Mr,  Dunn  removed 
from  the  count)'.  He  has  a  fine  personality,  a  pleasant  way  and  few,  if 
any,  enemies.  He  has  travelled  a  little  from  the  strict  pathway  of  the  law, 
cn^aped  in  real  estate  enterprises,  but  still  possesses  a  nice  practice. 

r,  B.  Kohinstm  cami-  to  Sheldon  in  1889,  succeetlin.i;  I'.  R.  Railey.. 
ile  later  removed  to  Sioux  C  it^ .  where  he  made  money  in  the  practice  oi 
his  profession.  an«l  later  moved  west.    He  was  a  graduate  of  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  State  University. 

W.  H.  Weber,  admitted  to  practice  in  1900.  remained  at  Sheldon  for 
about  ten  years.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  had  a  moderate  practice, 
but  did  not  try  many  coniestcd  cases. 

John  T.  {  >ilkti,  at  one  lime  partner  of  Milt  Allen  in  the  Sheldon  office, 
arrived  in  the  county  in  1895. 

W.  H.  Downing,  mayor  of  Primghar,  has  been  in  the  practice  since 
hb  graduation  from  the  State  University  in  1902. 

M.  Sayles  practiced  his  profession  in  Prinighar  for  nine  years. 
arrivin£j  here  in  He  had  ]ireviously  resided  at  Akron,  lowa.  He 

i.s  now  in  the  practice  at  Faith,  South  Dakota. 

Rosc«.ie  J.  Locke  was  a<lmiiietl  to  the  bar  in  lyoj.  having  previously 
resided  in  the  county,  engaged  in  the  business  of  "teaching  the  young  idea 
how  to  shoot.''  He  was  first  located  at  Sutherland  and*  was  appointed 
county  attorney  when  J<je  Morton  resigned  early  in  1906.  He  has  been 
rei>eatedly  elected  since  and  still  holds  the  oOice.  He  is  an  honest,  conscien- 
tious lawyer,  a  hard  student  and  his  habits  of  industry  mark  him  as  one 
who  will  attain  prominence  in  his  profession. 

J.  B.  Johannsen.  Jr.,  who  practiced  in  the  coimty  in  1905,  was  here  for 
but  a  short  time.   He  resided  at  Hartley. 

C.  C.  Coyle.  in  1909,  and  A.  M.  Kent,  in  1910,  were  other  lawyers 
practicins;  for  a  short  time  at  Hartley. 

Sidney  C.  Kerberg.  admitted  to  the  bar  in  u^wj,  established  himself 
in  the  practice  «jf  law  at  Sanljorn,  where  he  hat!  grown  to  manhood.  In 
191 3  he  removed  to  .Auduhon,  Iowa,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  practice. 

James  B.  Linsday  and  Spencer  A.  Phelps,  of  tlie  firm  of  Linaday  & 
Phelps,  of  Sheldon,  have  been  in  the  county  since  191 2.  succeeding  to  the 
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bn>iiu->s  ot  W.  1*.  l'>rij;j,'s.  Tlicy  are  brijilit  youiij;  iiifii,  [xomsmcI  <i|'  ^jchkI 
legal  minds,  and  arc  Ijound  to  succeed.  Mr.  Linsday  is  cily  attorney  and 
Mr.  Phelps  referee  in  bankruptcy,  having  in  charge  the  bankruptcy  business 
of  sonic  six  northwestern  Iowa  counties. 

T.  E.  Diamond,  who  Ii.h  practiced  at  Sheldon  since  1905,  is  a  gnod 
lawyer,  a  hard  titjhier  and  has  a  lucrative  practice.  He  is  prominent  in  the 
councils  of  the  I  )iiii<  icralic  party. 

\\*.  J.  li.  1  hatcher,  who  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1913,  is  at  present 
cleric  of  court,  but  expects  to  enter  practice  at  end  of  his  present  term. 
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uhoahox  ix  o'dkien  county. 


The  experience  of  O'Brien  county  in  the  amount  or  aggregate  quantity 

of  liti,£:ation,  and  <if  the  changes  lhat  have  resulted  as  the  county  has  grown 
oilier  ill  years,  has  heeii  imuh  (lie  same  as  many  other  rural  and  tarinint; 
counties  in  Iowa,  its  pp'hate  work  has  increased  as  ihe  years  have  njoved 
on.  All  other  litigations  have  decreased.  There  are  many  reasons  I'or  this. 
The  county  was  first  settled  by  young  and  middle  aged  men, 'mainly  l)y  men 
under  forty  years  of  age.  It  followed,  therefore,  that  the  death  rate  per 
tht>i!sand  jieople  has  increased  each  year  thus  far.  This  necessarily  increases 
the  prohate  work  and  all  that  class  of  court  proceedinj^s  relatinj;  to  wills, 
executors,  trustees,  administrators  and  j^n'ardians.  and  actions  for  the  parti- 
tion and  sale  of  real  estate  and  divisions  oi  property  anions  heirs  and  children. 
This  large  class  of  court  proceedings  very  seldom  calls  for  a  jury  and  belongs 
to  that  division  of  litigation  passed  upon  tiy  t!ie  court,  upon  short  hearings 
in  large  part.  The  rapid  advance  in  price  of  land  from  ten  to  one  hnndred 
and  fifty  an<I  more  dollars  per  acre,  within  the  short  <])ace  oi  thirty  years, 
on  the  other  hand  in  settienitnts  oi  e.-.tates  and  partitions  has  had  the  tend- 
eiKy  to  leave  the  families  satisfied  with  court  results,  and  has  usually  brought 
about  adjustments  with  but  a  nominal  number  of  contests.  Indeed  so  far 
in  the  comity  this  advance  from  \t  ar  to  year  has  lu-en  so  r,i\n(\  that,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  'pie-tions  imolvi-d.  t!ie  luirs  a-<  a  rule  have  received  more  than 
he  or  she  e\|>ecte(l.  and  satist'aclMry  adjustment  has  heen  the  rule  rather  than 
the  exception.  This,  however,  means  only  in  the  general  tendency.  Also, 
while  the  values  have  gone  up,  the  rates  of  interest  have  gone  down,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  amounts  in  which  looms  could  be  placed  on  a  forty, 
eighty  or  quarter  section  of  land  have  increased  in  this  thirty  years  from 
three  dollar^  jier  acre  until  now,  if  needed.  loan<  can  actually  he  made  from 
sixty  (l<illar>.  per  acre  to  even  sc\entv-live  per  acre.  In  these  partitions  of 
properly  am«nig  liie  .second  generation  or  now  third,  and  occasionally  fourth, 
generations  from  the  original  homesteader,  these  lands  and  loans  that  can  be 
made  enable  these  children  and  heirs  to  buy  each  other  out  in  shares  and 
handle  matters  in  that  way.  The  tendencies  of  all  these  situations  have  been 
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to  smooth  out  frictions  and  to  end  what  might  otherw  isi-  hv  liti^jatirms.  The 
preat  prospcrilic">  »•!  tlit-M-  later  years  have  paid  ofY  lunulrcds  oi  these  mort- 
gages and  lessened  the  nuniher  of  foreclosures  of  mortgages.  It  seemed  a 
curious  fact  that  the  conrt  records  show  far  more  foreclosures  in  the  earher 
days,  when  only  five  hundred  dollars  could  be  borrowed  and  when  the  poorer 
settler  was  paying  ten  per  cent,  interest,  than  now  when  he  could,  if  he 
wislifd.  l)<>rro\v  ten  thousand  at  five  per  cent. 

Another  ])roniinent  item  has  tended  t<i  the  later  le->setiin,<,'  nf  lit  illation. 
During  the  period  from  1873  to  1885  the  nuniljers  ot  sales  of  land  lor  taxes 
were,  as  compared  to  the  last  ten  years,  as  twenty  to  one.  Tax  sales  in  the 
county  are  now  a  rarity.  Tax  deeds  then  were  as  ten  to  one  now.  No 
matter  how  careful  ilu  tax  purchaser,  his  tax  deed  was  under  the  han  of  a 
natural  prejiuliee.  Tlu-  0'iurt>  were  called  upon  to  establish  his  rif^hts. 
Those  tax  title  <|uestiitn>  have  now  been  practically  all  solved  nut.  Those 
litigations  are  |>ast.  though  it  took  a  goodly  number  of  years  and  many  litiga- 
tions to  do  it.  Land  is  now  worth  too  much  to  allow  it  to  go  to  sale,  much 
less  to  a  deed.  Even  the  refuse  or  back  town  lots  in  the  smallest  towns  are 
too  valuable  to  lose  out  in  a  ta.x  deed. 

Another  bifj  i|uesli<in  in  the  earlier  <b'u>  whieli  n  mtrilMited  to  the  extent 
of  litiijatiou  were  the  cniitests  l)et\\  eeii  the  early  in  lUU'Sleaders  and  stpiatters 
and  railroads  and  between  each  other.  This  was  es|)ecially  notable  in  the 
long  years  of  litigation  over  the  overlapping  lands.  This  subject  has  been 
exhaustively  gone  into  in  the  chapter  on  Homesteads,  Free  Lands  and  Squat- 
ters, and  we  need  not  here  repeat  its  details.  When  meti  are  contesting  for 
possession  of  land,  it  arouses  far  more  frictions  and  determiiiationN  to  fij^ht 
than  when  simply  partitioning  out  lands  ot  large  value,  where  cash  is  ready 
for  the  lieir.  When  excited  men  are  contending  tor  the  nine  points  of  law 
or  present  possession  and  actually  putting  in  their  crops  on  top  of  each  other 
it  caused  many  liti^ions.  Fanning  with  threatening  revolvers  or  writs 
of  ejection  increased  the  number  of  suits. 

The  period  \n  the  early  d.iy  when  every  tract  practically  bad  to  have  a 
loan  on  it  to  carry  the  land  and  other  debts,  called  on  the  teciinical  Eastern 
loan  company  to  investigate  the  title  to  each  tract.  Much  of  the  early  busi- 
ness was  necessarily  done  loosely,  land  being  cheap,  and  owners  did  not  look 
after  the  loopholes.  These  Eastern  loans  and  the  looking  into  the  titles  to 
warrant  making  them,  kept  straightenim;  out  those  titles,  together  with  the 
suits  tu'cessary  to  make  the  records  riiL;lit  .Ml  this  kept  decreasing  the  num- 
ber of  (|uestions.  calling  for  trouble.  Ix-tween  neighbors,  purchasers  or  loan 
companies.   That  class  of  litigation  is  now  largely  out  of  the  way. 
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The  collection  ui  ihc  numy  liuiulrcds  ol  private  debts  coniractctl  in  the 
early  days  increased  the  litigations  and  numbers  of  suits.  The  pavttient  of 
most  of  those  old  matters  has  made  the  people  independent  and  more  con- 
tented.  Besides  the  very  fact  that  pe(<p1e  have  nioic  tn  do  with,  and  handle 

thcni<e!vos  and  their  propertie-*.  mid  tliat  tliey  plan  in  lart^er  fitrnrc^.  tnake 
them  better  .s^itisticd  and  cuntenie<l.  Contentment  and  a  liappy  iranie  ot 
mind  ends  much  litigation. 

THE  LAKUER  AND  LESSER  LITIGATIONS. 

It  is  a  little  diliicult  to  draw  a  line  between  the  leading  and  the  lesser 
litigaticMis.  It  .sometimes  occurs  that  some  lesser  decisions  are  more  im- 
portant than  the  greater. 

IVrliaps  tiK'  one  yreat  suit  dcci<k'd  in  ilu-  viiprvnii-  onirt  of  iht-  L'nilcd 
Slates  on  (  Ktohi-r  iH<>5.  rt-latini,'  to  tlu'  twcniy-two  tiionsand  acres  of 
overlapping  lands  clauncd  by  the  railroads,  and  involving  one  hundred  an«l 
twenty-five  families,  was  the  most  important  single  litigiited  matter  brought 
into  one  coiut  ever  affecting  our  people.  True,  however,  that  that  was  in 
the  federal  courts.  The  fact  that  nouic  six  to  eight  hundred  suits  in  our  own 
Conn  Ii<)u-.c  in  IViniijIiar  a)]  liovcrcd  around  tl)is  nucleus  of  litigatioti.  ma<le 
it  in  cilcct  an  O'lJrien  county  litigation.  See  the  chapter  on  homesteads  and 
free  lands  for  a  full  statement. 

The  second  largest  litigation  ever  in  the  county  was  the  series  of  suits 
in  our  own  courts,  during  the  same  period,  testing  out  those  large  mass  of 
Itgal  rpiestions  of  the  taxation  of  those  same  railniad  lands,  and  when  taxa- 
tion commenced.  'I'Ik-m-  (|tu'stitins  wi-rc  snnii  uhat  akin  to  the  land  (piestions 
them.^ielves.  The  countv  conuiicnced  the  assessment  and  lew  of  taxes  on 
those  lands  as  early  as  i<'<73,  on  the  theory  that  the  railroads  under  the 
grant  by  Congress  should  commence  to  pay  taxes  when  they  should  have 
earned  them,  or  at  least  when  they  did  earn  them.  The  ci>unty  did  this  to 
sr«ve  wh.'tteviT  rights  might  later  be  found  to  exist.  niake  these  lax  >uit> 

a  separate  series  from  the  lands,  as  in  this  .series  of  suits  the  county  of 
O'Brien,  as  a  financial  institution,  was  a  ixirty  and  became  interested  in  the 
collection  of  its  revalues  that  it  should  have  had  in  years  gone  by.  To 
further  complicate  matters,  several  boards  during  the  years  had  entered  into 
sundry  contracts  with  the  railroads  attempting  to  fix  dates  when  taxation 
cominetired.  In  this  series  of  suits  (|uestions  were  raised  tliat  even  the 
boards  of  supervisor.s  had  no  right  to  make  contracts  thai  would  lessen  the 
people's  rights  to  collect  its  revenues,  and  that  the  determining  point  when 
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taxation  commenced  depended  on  tlic  (lec|)t-r  (juestions  of  congressional  land 
grants  and  ntlier  (|uc>lions  by  tlu-  ourts,  and  the  (jncstions  when  title  omi- 
nienccd,  so  that  taxation  could  be  had,  were  all  iLjonc  into.  In  tlie  tneantinie 
also  the  county,  by  its  treasurers,  had  in  some  of  the  years  sold  some  oi  these 
lands  for  these  disputed  taxes  and  sundry  tax  deeds  had  been  issued  on  same. 
Bill  w  i  n  this  series  of  tax  suits  lar^'el\  hn^ered  around  the  one  great  parent 
suit  in  the  sn])renu-  court  of  the  L'jiited  States  of  iS()5  reiirrcd  to.  and  tlie 
attendant  federal  litii^atron.  In  the  main,  and  as  a  linal  ri'^ult.  the  home- 
steader and  si|natter  paid  his  Ixick  taxes  after  he  seaired  patent  and  during 
the  subsetiuent  years,  and  those  who  secured  title  by  virtue  of  being  holders 
of  the  railroad  contracts  were  held  to  pay  taxes  for  many  years  further  back, 
ns  they  stood  in  the  shoes  of  (he  railrcxids.  The  payment  and  collection  of 
these  larirc  amounts  of  Iiack  taxes  in  such  lari^e  sums  in  these  later  years 
between  i<;oo  and  lylo  replenished  the  treasnries  in  the  sundry  funds  and 
much  aided  the  county  in  solving  out  some  of  these  serious  financial  straits 
caused  by  the  old  debt.  This  suit  or  series  of  suits  involved  approximately 
one  hundred  and  thirty-Rv-e  thousand  dollars,  which  as  collected  was  dis- 
tributed among  the  xrarioits  funds,  state,  county,  town  and  school. 

AN  EARI.Y  BIG  LITIGATION  AND  BREAK. 

( )ne  of  the  earlie>-t  of  the  largest  litigations,  involving;  many  •separate 
suits,  was  the  failure  m  |S<)_>  and  T<Si),v  "f  Frank  Tealxjut.  of  Sanborn,  or 
rather,  perhaps,  of  leabunt  \-  \  aileau.  Mr.  Teabout,  up  to  that  time,  had 
been  one  of  the  largest  of  the  big  farmers.  His  farming  operations  were 
generally  referred  to  as  "Teabout's  ranches.'*  In  fact,  he  had  been  a  large 
fanner  in  l)otii  Winnesheik  ancl  O'Brien  counties.  handHng  thousands  of 
acres  with  i^reat  success  He  was  a  man  of  I)r;iins.  His  ])ersonaI  movement 
of  body  was  like  the  tread  of  royalty,  liy  an  unfortunate  plunge  for  him.  in 
1878,  in  his  older  age.  he  had  taken  into  partnership  William  H.  Valleau. 
who  had  even  prior  to  that  been  a  plunger  and  had  broken  up  on  a  large  scale 
in  Decorab.  W  iiiiu  -lu  ik  county,  and  a  full-grown  and  all-around  speculator 
on  the  board  of  trade,  with  no  capit.ii.  Stores  and  i^niiii  elevators  were  SOOn 
started  in  several  towns  Mr.  \  alKaii  \\a>i  a  rapid-riring  i^un.  ft  was  but  a 
short  time  until  .Mr.  reabout's  large  accumulations  of  a  lonj;  lifetime  were 
involved  in  a  mesh  of  ccMnpltcated  business,  including  even  a  twenty-thousand- 
dollar  mortgage  executed  to  Field.  Lindley  &  Company,  a  speculating  firm 
Dn  the  board  of  trade  in  Chicago,  and  covering  all  bis  farm  ])roperties.  When 
the  crash  came,  divers  judgments  were  rendered  against  the  Imn  and  litiga- 
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tioiis  in\. il\  ini(  tlit-  various  ii-aiurcs  oi  the  brt-ak  histctl  tor  years,  involving, 
it  was  claiiutd,  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  tiiousand  dollars. 
Many  forms  of  litigation  followed,  all  resulting  in  a  series  amounting  to  one 
of  the  large  litigations  of  O'Brien  county. 

A.  1'.  POWERS  VS.  COLN TY  TREASURER. 

This  suit  was  on  the  record  of  the  coitrt  for  many  years,  commencing  in 
i^y*).  As  this  suit  and  its  contifotions  wa*;  fully  gone  into  in  the  chapter  of 
the  Taxpayer*'  Assnciattons  and  other  siilijcct-^.  wo  need  not  repeat.  It  was 
brought  by  the  Taxpayers"  AsstK'iation  to  enjoin  the  paynient  of  the  county 
debt  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  a  curious  oddity  of 
this  suit  that  while  we  must  rank  it  as  one  of  the  great  litigations  of  the 
COtnily  it  never  -t-^cli'  trieil  in  the  cnirt.  Tt  went  to  the  supreme  COUft 
on  a  side  question;  but  was  dropped.   The  injunction  was  in  force  two  years. 

AMHERST  n.  WILDER. 

Amherst  II.  \\  ilder  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  tin-  Sioiix  City  &'  St.  Paul 
Railroad  and  resided  in  St.  Taiil.  He  was  in  his  indi\  i(kial  capacity  wealthy 
and  as  such  individual  and  as  tru^lee,  and  in  his  estate  and  tiiat  of  his  wife, 
connected  with  some  very  extensive  records  in  our  courts. 

JOHN  IRWIN  SUITS. 

This  was  one  of  die  very  long  series  of  tax  titie  suite  brought  in  the 
county  involving  thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  this  as  well  as  Clay  county, 
and  many  parts  of  Nebraska,  but  ended  with  practically  no  actual  trials  in 

this  county.  Jolm  Irwiti  spent  iii^  life  in  Xel)raska  City  Fr>r  some  reasf>n. 
as  the  facts  developed,  it  seemed  that  (hiring;  his  lon.i.;  lite  his  one  great 
hobby  was  to  tight,  not  simply  tax  titles,  but  taxes,  hghling  whether  or  no 
and  to  resist  them  m  every  shape.  He  refused  to  pay  taxes,  he  refused  to 
redeem  them  from  taxes  when  sold,  and  let  them  go  to  tax  deeds  and  then 
fought  the  tax  dee<ls.  This  hobby  !)ecame  almost  a  tiiania.  Tie  held  the 
patent  or  tirst  fee  titles.  X'otices  were  serxed  on  him  for  these  tax  deeds  and 
£itill  he  paid  no  attention.  I^ter  on  he  died.  Then  his  heirs  oix;ned  up  the 
question  that  these  eccentric  hobbies  of  his  were  not  only  hobbies,  but  that 
they  constituted  insanity,  and  that  a  tax  deed  could  not  be  procured  against 
an  insane  man.  These  long-drawn-out  sundry  litigations  being  in  so  many 
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(lifTcrcnt  courts  and  rovcrinj,'  so  many  \tars.  though  mainly  tried  in  other 
jurisdictions,  nu  t  w  ith  all  sorts  of  results.  They  were  on  the  court  reconN 
of  O'Brien  county  lor  more  than  ten  years.  This  large  numixr  of  suits  held 
on  our  records  for  so  many  years  were  largely  notoriotis  as  mere  levers  or 
clouds  on  titles  to  collect  somethings  notorious  in  the  negati\'e  and  practically 
were  never  tried. 

LITK.ATIO.X  OVIiK  THE  SHELDON  BANK. 

As  Stated  in  the  article  on  Banks  and  Banking,  the  li'iuidation  of  Ed.  C. 
Br>iuu">  hank,  known  as  the  Sheldon  State  Bank,  was  the  nnly  hank  in  forty 
years  that  ever  hroke  up  and  landed  its  tnnihles  in  the  courts  in  tlu'^  comity. 
In  its  details,  it  invohed  also  a  series  of  litigations  and  court  proceedings. 
Mr.  Brown  was  himself  indicted  for  embezzlement,  the  trial  lasting  a  wedc, 
in  which,  however,  he  was  acquitted.  A  receiver  was  appointed  for  the  bank, 
in  the  person  of  R.  W,  Adv.  The  hank  had  had  everj'hody's  confidence. 
The  whole  break-up  covered,  or  rather  include<l.  |)ro])frtv  (juestions  rclatinj; 
to  ahout  one  hundred  ami  eighty  thousan<l  dollars,  liranching  out  in  all  its 
details  of  hanking  on  both  sides  of  the  ledger.  Its  deposits  included  sundry 
large  sums  from  the  county  and  school  treasuries,  and  funds  from  other 
banks  and  various  trust  funds.  These  items  involved  many  legal  problems  as 
to  whether  preferences  should  ]n-  given  to  certain  trust  deposits  or  other  pe- 
culiarities connected  with  their  de])osit  in  the  I)ank.  and  many  of  the  ques- 
tions were  carried  clear  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state.  The  right  to  such 
preferences  were  not  sustained,  except  as  to  one  small  claim  collected  by  the 
hank  the  day  it  dosed  its  doors,  the  details  of  the  suit  being  too  extensive  to 
go  into  in  this  article.  On  the  whole,  as  a  record  bunch  of  litigations  it  all 
ranks  as  one  of  the  leading  litigations  of  the  county.  The  bank  paid  divi- 
dends of  about  .seventy-three  \)vr  cent. 

ISRAEL  LASn  LAND  RECORD  AND  UTIGATIOK. 

This  set  of  court  proceedings  covered  a  large  acreage  in  this  county,  and 
was  one  of  the  largest  in  volume  and  number  of  jKigcs  of  record  from  other 
state  courts  in  the  United  States,  ever  in  the  county.  It  was  not,  however, 
large  litigation  in  the  sense  of  serious  (piestions  submitted  to  the  courts,  for 
decision,  but  in  the  patient -and  ploddnig  details  needed  to  complete  same,  and 
was  all  collected  and  closed  in  one  of  the  larye-^t,  in  acreage  involved,  of  the 
large  partition  .suits  of  land  in  the  county.    Mr.  Lash  had  dietl.  leaving  an 
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umisually  larst  and  complex  set  of  family  connections,  scattered  everywhere, 
lo  sir!)  an  extent  as  tn  Iiccoino  nverwhelinini,'.  It  was  an  action  for  ])artition 
and  sale  ot  land*.  Tlic  heirs  and  children  anci  brothers  and  sisters  and  grand- 
children, in  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  sets  of  families  or  divisions  of 
people  or  groups  to  be  dealt  with,  involving  wills,  and  administrators,  execu- 
tors, guardians,  minors  and  iiiNane.  scattered  in  a  do/en  states  and  in  all 
manners  of  courts.  To  make  thinij^  doubly  snrc.  in  addition  to  the  immense 
conrt  record>.  the  parties  tinaily  st  n'  a  special  atrent  to  see  all  the  ]iartie>  and 
{^ot  t|uit  claim  deeds  in  each  ui  these  large  list  of  families.  It  was  a  complete 
piece  of  work,  however,  and  stood  the  test  of  scores  of  title  examiners  during 
the  i>ast  twenty-five  years. 

ELIZAUETII  STREKTEK. 

This  bunch  of  litigations,  or  rather  lack  of  litigations,  was  one  of  the 

orldities  .  •  pn  icccdings.  In  1897  Elizabeth  Streeter  leased  a  half  sec- 
liMii  (if  land  ui  ()niei,'a  tiiunslii|).  with  a  proviso  in  the  lea^e  jjivinjj;  her  an 
option  U>  Iniy  it  at  any  time  during  the  lease  at  a  given  ]»rice.  Thus  it  can 
be  seen  she  had  absolutiily  nothing  invested.  She  soun  skillfully  had  it  cir- 
culated broadcast,  both  by  word  of  mouth  and  in  the  papers,  that  a  very 
w  ealthy  (jertnan  lady  was  o|>ening  up  an  exi)ensi\e  ^et  of  farming  operations. 
As  if  hy  magic  it  ~ih  ii  piled  up  a  «>Tt  >>{  monnlaiti-higli  irniit.  She  had  the 
appearance  of  tlie  inu-t  '<iihlinie  ni>tic  innm-ence.  that  captured  l)ankers, 
ness  men  ami  everyluHly.  Slie  understcKxI.  in  fad.  ail  l»ranches  of  business 
methods.  She  captured  the  very  elect  She  attended  all  the  stock  sales  and 
bought  extensively.  She  signed  notes  and  papers  in  plenty.  She  bought  fine 
teams  of  horses,  and  cattle  and  e\  en  down  to  ducks  and  chirk*  i-^.  grain,  farm 
machinery,  built  buildings,  fences,  all  on  an  e!al)<>rate  scale.  ( )f  course  the 
bubble  broke.  .Ml  sorts  of  suits  antl  attachments  fi>ll«nvetl.  Still  .she  held  her 
nerve.  She  was  arrested,  indicted  and  landed  in  jail.  She  would  walk 
directly  away  from  the  sheriflF  and  out  and  avi-ay  from  the  cotirt,  with  utter 
disregard  to  court  proceedings.  Her  trial  was  n  :  ■  .1  I'liished.  She 
feigneil  -ickuess  and  escaped  entirely,  but  was  sfvon  iieanl  of  in  thi  sanie  Im^i- 
ness  in  ntber  phices.  In  the  meantime,  sju-  walked  away  fri>m  ihi-  n  unity 
with  her  accumulations,  amounting  to  thousand.s.  Her  apparent  innocence 
outgeneraled  the  best  business  men  in  several  counties. 

One  of  the  large  litigations  in  die  county  in  die  eariy  days  was  over  the 
establishment  of  the  independent  school  district  of  Sheldon  The  city  of 
Sheldon,  being  exactly  un  the  county  line  between  O'Brien  and  Sioux,  it  can 
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be  seen  that  were  the  tDwn  to  1k'  confined  in  its  landed  territory  tor  taxation 
piir|niscs  to  tfiat  reasoiialik-  limit,  only  that  tlu-  di-tiiVt  could  c\tcn<!  eastward 
in  O'llririi  county,  it  coiild  nitt  secure  enoiic;h  ttiiuls  to  huiUl  and  e(|uii)  an 
adei|nale  school  fur  such  a  prusix'clive  town.  Happily  the  law  of  Iowa  pro- 
vided for  jiist  such  a  contingency,  as  common  seme  would  say  it  shotdd. 
The  law  seemed  perfectly  plain.  But  this  did  not  appear  to  be  plain  to  the 
Sioux  county  officials  or  ih-«)1)Ic.  Tliey  conte-ted  the  right  very  energetically 
throut;h  all  the  oi>nrts.  hut  tlu-  Iovmi  of  Sluidon  linally  won  out  and  has  ever 
>incc  enjoyed  snfticient  territory  on  Imth  >ides  of  the  line. 

The  county  has  had  no  feuds,  no  unconquerable  plaintiffs  or  dcfentlanis. 
or  at  least  very  few.  no  clannish  citizenship,  or  trouble  causing  uprisings  that 
have  lasted  through  the  generations.  The  homestead  and  squatter  litigations 
wore  the  lotu:e-'  and  most  numerous,  lutt  even  these  litigations  were  lutrnial 
and  n.'itural  and  '^'rew  out  of  real  i|ucstioiis.  The  |)e<)]>le  of  the  conut\  may 
lie  Slid  to  he  sali>lied  with  the  local  atiministrative  justice,  its  courts  ami  its 
litigation.  NTinetecn-twentieths  of  its  people  are  engaj^'ed  in  some  actual 
indqxndent  occupation,  each  individual  acting  for  himself.  The  county  has 
no  bodies  "f  pt  'i)lc  deiwndent  on  one  factory  or  separate  concern.  Tlte 
conntv  ncMT  had  a  strike  or  its  ctiuivalent .  for  the  rea>on  that  it  never  had 
an\  of  the  cciuditions  fcjr  a  strike.  All  this  has  kept  its  litigation  healthy  and 
natural. 

OriFTING  TITLE  I.rriGATION. 

The  many  early  tax  deeds,  the  hogus  swamp  land  deed>.  and  title  tdoiids 
by  possession  and  <Jtlierwisc,  have  been  the  cause  of  many  quieting  title  suits. 
For  instance,  Herman  Greve,  who  purchased  many  thousands  of  acres  at  the 
large  tax  sale  of  1874  and  other  years,  procured  tax  deeds  to  about,  four 
thousand  two  hundred  acres  by  tax  deed  in  1879,  iM-inging  thirty-five  separate 
suits  to  .juiet  titie  in  one  term  of  c<nirt. 

The  county,  as  organized  and  man;i^;ed  l)y  the  hoanl  of  supervisors,  has 
been  very  turlunale  in  not  havinjj  odier  than  normal  litigations,  none  over- 
whelmingly serious.  Its  criminal  trials,  in  results  and  in  costs,  have  been 
natural  and  reasonable  in  amoiut.  It  has  never  had  a  criminal  suit  where  the 
costs  have  reached  the  stun  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  att<irney 
fees.  Its  in  vest  iiL;at  ions,  for  instance,  liy  coroners  .md  justices  of  the  peai  e, 
looking  in  the  direction  of  murder  and  manslaughter,  scarce  reach  a  half 
dozen  in  the  forty  years,  and  the  actual  trials  not  that  nimiber.  The  county 
has  never  yet  had  in  its  criminal  litigation  what  might  lie  called  a  "swamper." 
either  in  amotmt  of  costs  or  excessive  length  of  time  taken  by  the  court. 
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TIk-  chillis  for  (l;lllla,t^c^  against  the  county  thus  far  have  Iwcn  minor  in  im- 
pi  irtaiuc.  and  it  has  ikvct  had  a  jiKl.i,'ment  rendered  at^ainst  it  as  yot  reaching 
aljo\e  a  lew  liuiulred  dollars.  Indeed^  in  lx>th  damage  and  criminal  suits  its 
expenses  have  been  nominal,  as  compared  with  the  iate  of  some  other  coun- 
ties. 

The  people  of  the  comity  have  had  considerable  litigation  in  the  federal 
crmris.  over  the  <  >\  crlapping  laiicl>.  as  wc  have  recited  in  that  chapter.  The 
fact  that  one  or  otlitr  of  the  parties  in  ^iiit^  !ia\c  hei-ii  nonr("-i(icnts  of  the 
state  has  transferred  many  cases  from  the  district  court  at  I'ritnghar  tt)  the 
United  States  court  at  Sioux  City.  This  has  been  especially  true  in  many 
cases  against  the  railroads,  the  roads  showing  that  they  were  nonresidents, 
by  reason  of  having  Uen  incorporated  in  another  state,  and  that  the  amount 
involved  entitled  it  to  go  there. 

Riil  EREK  IS  BAXKRUPTCV. 

The  United  States  court  at  Sioux  City,  since  1898,  has  appointed  and 

maintained  a  referee  in  iiankruptcy  residing  in  this  county.  He  hears  all 
petiti<>n>  in  hankruptcv.  and  takes  all  evidence,  and  passes  upon  all  contested 
(Questions  e.xcept  that  of  discharge  in  l)ankruptcy,  which  must  be  dune  by  the 
court  at  Sioux  City.  It  becomes  quite  a  court  within  itself. 

The  following  persons  have  been  appointed  and  filled  this  office  of 
referee  in  bankruptcy,  and  who  have  presided  over  that  court:  J.  L.  E. 
I'eck,  from  August.  iStjX.  t..  SciitcniluT.  if)o_^;  rieorge  T.  Wellman.  from 
July.  1903,  to  July.  i<)ii  ;  Siunccr  .\.  riicljjs.  from  191 1  to  the  i)resent  time. 

During  Mr.  I'eck  s  periml  of  about  five  years  there  were  brought  and 
tried  ninety-one  bankruptcy  proceedings.  A  corresponding  number  have 
been  filed  and  heard  during  the  period  of  the  other  referees. 

The  records  of  the  referee's  court  are  all  finally  deposite<I  with  and  be- 
c<inif  a  part  of  the  ]>rocecdings  in  the  I'nitcd  States  district  court  at  Si<nix 
City  or  Dubuque.  The  referee  handles  these  bankruptcies  very  much  as  an 
estate  is  handled  in  a  probate  court,  and  makes  all  orders  relating  to  same. 
Trustees,  however,  are  appointed  by  the  referee.  who.conserve  the  properties 
and  distribute  the  funds  under  orders  by  the  referee,  all  matters  of  which 
iiKiv  1h'  rt-vifwed  on  appeal  to  the  c<Hirt  itself  at  Sioux  City.  Some  large 
prujicriics.  reaching  as  high  as  forty  thousand  dollars  and  upwards,  have 
been  handled.  One  plunger  of  a  merchant,  or  rather  perhaps  a  transient 
merchant,  at  Sutherland  in  1899  «ras  refused  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy  until 
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he  should  pay  into  the  court  the  nam  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  he  was 

adjudged  to  be  holding  back  from  the  creditors,  which  item  was  appealed  to 
the  L"nited  States  court  at  Sioux  City  and  the  ruHug  of  tin-  ii  Utcc  <u>taincd. 
Other  item^  m"  Hke  import  am!  size,  and  ol  various  phases  on  the  lines  of 
bankruptcv,  ha\c  been  lx:t"urc  the  court. 

Referring  again  to  general  litigation  in  the  county,  the  jury  trials  have 
run  from  three  to  five  per  term  of  court,  or  perhaps  a  dozen  per  year,  occa- 
sionally fifteen  to  twenty,  or  about  seven  to  eight  hundred  jury  trials  in  the 
grand  total  of  forty  vcars. 

So  far  in  the  history  of  the  county  during  the  fnrly  years,  and  up  to 
January  i,  1914,  the  suits  atid  nuniljcrs  of  proceedings  brought  have  num- 
bered as  fdlows:  In  the  old  circuit  court,  abolished  in  1886,  there  were 
brought  one  thousand  tour  iumdred  and  fourteen  cases,  and  transcripts  to 
that  oiurl  amounted  t<t  thirtv-nine.  in  the  district  court  to  January  i,  1914, 
and  which  court  has  existed  i<>r  tin-  whole  [)erio(l  ni  the  cnunty.  there  have 
been  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  suits  and  proceedings,  and  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six  transcripts.  In  the  probate  branch  of 
the  district  court  during  the  whole  period  of  the  county  there  have  been,  up 
to  Januar\'  i.  lOi.].  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  estates,  guard- 
ianships aiul  kindreil  proceedings  In  grand  total  of  all  proceedings  there 
have  been  twelve  thousand  Hve  hundred  and  thirty-three  up  to  January  i, 
1914. 

Thus  it  cm  be  seen  that  fully  three-fourths  of  all  actual  material  court 
work  in  the  county  is  done  by  the  jud^  s  (^f  all  that  large  munlier  of  >uits 
and  causes  of  action  in  the  county  only  about  seven  to  t-iglu  hundred  have 
lx?en  tried  !)y  a  jnrv.  Xo  single  ci^e  in  open  court  in  the  county  has  e\er 
exceeded  alxjul  nine  days  in  actual  trial,  ll  may  be  truly  said,  therefore, 
that  the  county  has  never  been  seriously  cursed  with  any  Harry  K.  Thaw, 
Jamdicc  vs.  Jamdice.  or  McNamara  trials,  as  in  other  places. 

ESTATES. 

Of  the  large  estates  and  guardianships  the  following  are  among  the 

larger  of  thec<iiuUy:  Jonatliaii  A.  Stociun,  William  Ilarker.  Elizalieth  Har- 
ker,  lohn  Metcalf.  Henry  I  .  Lane,  E.  Y.  Koyce,  Thomas  Xolt,  E.  M.  Brady, 
Jann-s  McKeoen  and  others 

To  sum  up  briefly,  tlie  litigation  in  the  county  has  mainly  consisted  of 
normal  law  suits  naturally  arising,  with  condusons  reached.   We  have  not 
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attempted  details  and  perhaps  have  not  recited  all  or  even  the  most  important 

lititratiniis.  Among  all  these  thousands  of  proceed  in a>  can  he  seen,  it 
wuiikl  Ix-  ilitilicnU  to  <jive  a  l)rit'i  revii-w  in  tlu-  ^ikuc  allnMcd  in  tlii^  artick';  it 
wiuikl  ncc-(l  a  hook  lo  enter  into  evt-n  a  c<>n>i(k*ralik-  nuniUcr.  We  have,  how- 
e\er,  given  enough  to  show  the  general  ontline  of  the  litigation  in  O'Brien 
county. 

The  justicea'  courts  of  the  county  are  much  the  same  as  found  in  other 
conntics  in  the  state.  This,  however,  is  the  people's  court,  with  jurisdiction 
U|)  ti>  one  hundred  dollars,  aivl  hy  consent  of  parties  up  to  throe  hun<lrfd 
dollars.  It  conics  in  touch  in  each  neighhorhood  with  the  citizens  in  the 
.several  tovmships.  As  will  be  seen  from  figures  above  given,  there  have  been 
in  all  two  thousand  and  twenty-live  transcripts  filed  in  the  district  court.  A 
large  number,  perhaps  a  full  half,  have  been  transcripts  or  appeals  from  the 
jn--tii  r-'  courts  nf  the  cnuit} .  the  remaining^  transcripts  heint;;^  transcripts  of 
iii(lL;ments  and  [)rrKeedini;>  from  the  courts  of  record  in  other  countio.  The 
ahove  numbers,  however,  would  only  be  a  small  pari  of  the  actual  trials  and 
judgments  rendered  in  tho!«e  courts,  a  large  majority  of  whose  trials  and 
hearings  become  final. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

THR  PRESS. 

In  the  educational  chapter  we  nanie<I  and  gave  the  ten  newspapers  hi 

our  several  towns  a  place  amonjj  the  educational  features  of  the  county. 
We  s(jnietimes  smile  at  tlie  country  newsiKiper  as  it  a  sort  of  a  little  upstart, 
an  antateur  attempt  tu  be  a  paper,  and  joke  about  its  patent  insides,  as  a 
product  of  a  Sears.  Roebuck  &  Company  machine  sei  of  brauis.  But  we 
will  not  retract  our  first  measure.  They  have  played  a  |)art  in  all  the  main 
historic  incidents  licrein  recorded.  They  are  like  matches  and  salt  cellars, 
found  in  every  honu-      Tluy  arc  a  necessity. 

How  often,  when  absent  from  home,  do  we  wait  the  mail  with  a  long- 
ing thought  of  home  and  of  neighborhood  incidents  going  on.  When  the 
paper  arrives  it  becomes  a  combination  news-letter,  of  all  the  doings  of 
the  whole  town  and  county,  with  a  hundred  items  the  folks  at  home  have 
failed  to  tell.  TIicsc  county  news|ia])ers  become  yladsoinc  and  joyous.  tf> 
the  ears  ami  to  the  eyes.  Like  tlie  Stars  and  Stripes,  they  float,  they  stir 
up  your  loyalty  to  wife,  children,  home,  town  and  county. 

Perhaps  they  s»te  that  Mary  has  arrived  home  from  Grinnell  or 
Drake  I  niversity  and  your  vanity  is  tickled.  "Little  Johnnie  spoke  a  piece 
in  the  school  program."  ^'our  family  letter  had  not  thought  it  of  sufficient 
importance  or  had  not  thought  ot  it  at  all.  l)ut  such  an  item  is  not  thought 
too  small  by  the  patient  new.s-gathering  <<,litor  or  the  typesetter,  v\  local 
man  starts  up  as  a  candidate.  You  read  it  and  ache  to  get  home  to  help 
him  or  lick  him  out.  Your  wife  is  elected  president  of  the  Prisdlla  or 
La<lies  .\id  Societ\  .  or  a  daughter  appears  in  the  League  and  your  mind 
thinks  "<ome  pumpkins."'  ^'ou^  daughter  i<  married  and  the  time-honored 
list  of  silver  pickle  dishes  and  spoons  is  pulilished.  \'our  own  getting  on 
the  train  to  make  the  present  trip  is  noted,  and  you  feel  two  inches  taller. 
Your  baby  wins  a  prize  in  the  baby  show,  and  you  jump  three  jumps  twenty 
feet  to  s1k>w  it  to  somebody.  When  thus  away  from  home,  you  even  find 
yourself  reading  the  advertisements,  the  executor's  notices  and  Iiridge 
lettings.  You  read  perhaps  that  your  own  town  hank  has  two  hundred 
and  eighty  thou.santl  dollars  on  dcp«jsils  according  to  their  advertisement; 
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that  your  neighbor  sold  three' carloads  of  steers,  or  that  the  machine  dealer 
sold  twenty  manure  spreaders  that  season.  You  read  the  markets,  even 
if  ymi  are  not  in  busincs-  on  those  lim-s.  They  link  you  up,  these  countv 
papers  do,  lo  '"Hoiiic  Sweet  Home,"  and  i>erhaps  your  throat  begins  to 
choke.  The  local  doings,  even  if  you  are  at  home,  are  there  condensed,  in 
a  way  you  never  would  have  had  time  to  run  around  and  find  out  yourself, 
and  saves  you  being  called  a  go>>ip.  hunting;  around  tor  news.  Careful 
notation  i>l  tlu'  "h;ip>  '  and  pointers  an<l  "s'puiilets."  small  per  item.  Inn 
yon  read  lliein  <|uickiy.  When  mother  is  (UtkI  the  uhiiuary  i>  '.areluliy 
written  up,  and  the  tear  drops  fall  as  you  read  the  notice  owr  and  over,  in 
the  years  to  come.  AU  the  hallowed  items,  including  all  the  joyous  senti- 
ments, revolve  around  mother,  home  and  heaven,  with  love  floating  as  a 
banner;  tliat  w<<rtl,  tlie  purest  and  holiest  word  in  the  English  language,  all 
bubbling  up  throiiqli  tlie  hiuiiau  heart  rnid  soiil  Ciodward. 

The  daily  Chicago  [)ai)ers  could  not  supply  the  place.  Si>nie  pungent 
editor  sticks  you  righteously  between  the  ribs  and  yuu  get  wrathy  when  it 
hits  you  and  roll  all  over  with  laughter  when  it  hits  the  other  fellow.  When 
done,  the  paper  is  laid  down,  and  then  picked  up  again  to  read  them  over, 
and  then  still  over  atjain;  yon  ha\e  secured  a  fund  of  information  and 
knowledi^e  ol  homo  and  iainily  and  town  and  ci»unty  and  busitiess,  of  dol- 
lars in  value,  as  likewi.se  sliowinj^  up  the  joys  an«l  wits  ot  local  mterest,  and 
you  must  at  last  conclude  rightiv  tliat  the  ten  papers  in  O'Brien  county  are 
in  fact  real  sources  of  information  and  education. 

It  is  l>elieved  liy  niany  that  the  press  is  an  educator  which  is  «)nly  sur- 
passed hy  the  pjlilic  mIu.oI  and  if  it  is  true  that  truth  and  its  dissemination 
is  better  tium  laUelmod — if  refined  and  elevating  thought  is  iK'tter  than 
groveling  and  besiial  longings — then  the  eouiUry  newspaper  has  a  mission, 
and  it  is  not  without  its  responsibilities. 

Again,  the  country  editor  occiqiies  another  peculiar  place.  In  the 
affections  of  the  pe<»i)le  he  is  a  public  benefactor.  He  is  generally  p(M»r 
because  the  sjiirit  within  him  compels  him  tn  the  unrennmerative  work  of 
the  comnuinity.  His  talents  are  not  always  those  of  the  tinancier.  .\  part 
of  the  talent  of  the  financier  is  to  do  the  thing  that  pays — pays!  money.  If 
there  be  needful  things  to  do  which  have  no  prolrt.  let  others  do  them.  All 
honor  to  the  man  whose  life  has  been  an  industrious  and  helpful  r>ne  and 
who  has  done  the  :^raluitii-s  of  the  world  and  who  coim-s  down  to  the  grave 
with  an  em])ty  purse.  .Such  a  life  dignifies  privation  and  poverty  above  the 
dignity  of  kings,  and  is  the  growing  .sentiment  of  the  world. 
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The  rirst  iK\v«paper  circulated  in  this  counly  was  established  in  ( )ld 
O'Brien  in  1871  by  John  R.  Ptimphrey.  B.  F.  McCormadc.  that  ubiquitous 
and  eccentrically  talented  individual  who  for  nearly  forty  years  was  niore  or 
less  connected  with  the  business  life  of  thi-  county,  was  its  first  etlitor.  It 
was  denf (ininati'd  (lie  O  fhicii  Pioneer,  printed  in  Cherokee  county  l»y  Rob- 
ert LUichanau  an<i  thus  continue<l  uinii  the  spring  of  iSjj.  wlieu  ('ol.  !..  ]'•. 
Rayniund.  then  publishing;  a  paper  at  Cherokee,  as  part  of  a  .i;eiieral  plan 
for  profitable  establtslnnent  of  newsitapers  in  counties  newlv-  organized,  to 
get  the  valuable  county  printing,  opened  a  printing  office  at  Old  O^Brien 
and  on  May  _*4.  1872,  he  published  the  first  paper  printed  in  the  county,  con- 
tinuint;  the  ti»rnier  ])ul)lication  as  the  O'Hrirn  Pioitccr  Without  inter- 
ruption that  pa|)er  iias  contnuicd.  pubhshed  by  varying  pruitcrs  and  editors, 
awhik  at  Prinighar  and  later  at  Sanborn.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Sanborn 
Pioneer.  In  November,  1872,  .■\.  H.  Willits  purchased  the  paper  and  con- 
tinued the  publication  at  Prinighar  the  following  spring,  when  the  c«iunty 
seat  was  removed  to  the  center  <>i  ilie  county  in  compliance  w  itli  tiie  L-lection 
of  1872.  in  187^^  Major  I.  .  \\  .  Inin.ni  pnrclia^rd  a  halt  iutrrrst.  Imt  he 
was  soon  ihsplacetl  l>y  J.  K.  I'uniphrcy.  the  ijanker  of  the  county  seat,  who 
sold  to  A.  G.  Willits  in  April.  1875.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  A.  H.  Willits. 
The  latter  was  thus  identified  with  the  paper  for  some  seven  years.  And 
during  most  of  that  time,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  clerk  of  the  courts,  he 
was  able  to  thntw  luuch  of  the  patronage  in  way  of  legal  notices  to  his  i).i])er. 
In  huuiary.  iSjy,  he  retired  from  the  clerk's  t>tticc  and  nominally  from  the 
paiK.-r,  hut  stilt  loaned  some  of  his  energy  to  editorial  work.  July  1,  1879. 
Warren  Walker,  an  attorney  of  Primghar,  purchased  an  interest  and  he 
and  A.  Ci.  \\  illits  continued  its  publication  until  1880,  when  the  plant  was 
nioMtl  from  I'rimghar  to  Sanlxirn.  In  iScSi  the  ii.um-  \\r.<  changed  to 
Sanbciii  I'i'uuir.  A.  ( i.  Willits  being  then  sole  owner.  \.  11.  Willits  was 
a  forceful  character  in  the  conduct  i>f  his  paper,  vigorous  in  his  style  and 
ready  to  defend  his  rights,  his  town  and  his  paper.  During  his  life  of 
action  in  the  county  and  while  publishing  the  paper,  there  cropped  out  the 
first  of  that  rivalry  that  has  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  existed  between 
Primghar  and  Sheldon.  This  jealously  and  strife  frti|iienily  look  the  form 
of  ]ter>onal  attacks  on  the  characters  of  the  editors  in  the  resjKiclive  papers, 
and  if  half  of  the  charges  made  in  the  |)ages  of  the  Pioneer  and  MaU  dur- 
ing those  years  are  true,  both  Willits  and  Piper  should  have  been  occupants 
of  a  state  criminal  institutii  n  I'm  as  time  flies  swiftly  by.  it  >;oftens  the 
asperities  of  life,  and,  reading  tlie  story  from  a  distance,  forgetting  the  highly 
(19) 
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charged  atniosphere  and  aroma  of  passicm  and  antagonism,  we  can  see  much 
good  in  both  of  these  men.  Their  troubles  first  arose  over  the  conflict  as  to 
the  final  locatmn   if  the  McGrq[or  railroad,  afterwards  the  Chicago,  Mil- 

wankei-  Si.  Paul.  It  v.as  attemptiiif^  to  chanfje  its  direction  and,  passinjf 
thicnigh  I'rimghar,  strike  the  Sinux  (,'ity  \-  St.  I'anl  Railroad  at  a  point 
between  Alton  and  Hospers,  thus  giving  it  better  selection  of  lands  under 
its  land  grant.  Primghar  encouraged  this,  as  it  would  bring  the  trade  to  the 
county  seat  and  for  the  same  reasons  Siddon  wanted  it  to  run  farther  north, 
as  it  in  fact  later  did.  A  county  seat  fight  or  two  and  other  contentions 
caused  periodical  renewal  of  the  "warfare." 

J.  H.  W  oll,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  who  had  arri\ed  in  the  county 
in  the  fall  of  1872.  to  "spy  out  the  land,"  moved  his  family  to  Franklin  town- 
ship^ in  the  spring  of  1873.  He  had  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  county 
affairs,  was  a  fre(|uent  contributor  to  the  cohnnns  of  the  county  papers  and 
si'r\e(!  a>  sti]>ervisor  from  1879  to  1881.  In  1  )t'ci'mlK'r,  1883.  he  purchased 
the  Sonix'ni  I'ioiii-cr  t'rotn  ,\.  d,  W'illits  and  hc^aii  a  ncwspajKjr  career  tliat 
has  continued  to  the  present  time,  leaving  hun  the  Xcstor  of  the  newspaper 
fraternity  of  the  county.  As  an  editor  J.  H.  Wolf  has  always  stood  for 
righteousness  and  honesty.  Frequently  hts  positions  have  been  subject  to 
criticism  by  some  of  his  patrons,  as  happens  to  every  newspaper  man.  but 
non:?  have  ever  doubted  his  sincerity  and  honesty  of  i)uri)ose.  While  con- 
ducting the  O'Brien  County  Bdl  at  Primghar,  he  had  occasion  to  attack 
what  he  considered  the  extravagances  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  criticis- 
ing especially  their  expenditures  for  county  bridges.  The  attadc  brought 
many  new  suijscriliers,  made  him  .some  friends,  but  antagonized  the  members 
of  the  lioard  and  the  paper  suffered  ^^reat  financial  loss  in  county  printiii;.,'- 
With  llK"  pa^sinj,'  oi  tlu-  hoard  that  had  Ik-cu  attackc<l.  the  lii'Il  n  i^aiiicd  its 
patronage  and  il.s  campaign  eventually  won  it  friends  who  have  increase*! 
and  multiplied  many  fold. 

In  succession,  the  Pioneer  passed  for  a  few  months  under  lease  to  S. 
L.  Sage,  who  was  an  e.v|)eric  need  newspaper  man  and  who  had  1)een  engaged 
in  newspaper  work  for  titty  years,  mostly  in  Iowa.  Next  Will  F.  Wolf, 
now  publi>her  of  the  Hauardcn  Lhromde.  had  charge  of  the  pajier  until  it 
was  sold  to  H.  E.  W'olf,  another  son  of  the  veteran  newspaper  man.  Later 
George  J.  Clark,  W.  S.  Johnson,  C.  E.  Foley  and  Richard  Qosson  owned 
and  conducted  the  paper,  the  latter  being  present  editor  and  proprietor. 

After  a  short  csixrienoe  as  publisher  of  the  Chcrokd-  Free  Press.  F. 
M.  McConnack.  familiarly  known  as  "ri'inp"  .Mct'ormack.  came  to  the 
county  in  iiS/vS.  establishing  his  home  in  Siieldon.    He  was  an  actor  of  no 
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mean  ability  and  employed  in  various  h<xne  talent  dramatic  companies  dur- 
ing his  many  years  residence  in  the  county,  beginning  his  first  labors  in 

Sheldon  in  such  an  enterprise.  He  was  an  original,  unique  character  in 
[hv  pioneer  days.  First  emiiloycd  as  a  printer  at  Sheldon,  as^istin^j  his 
bruthcT,  I!.  I".  .McCorinack.  in  the  establishnu'nt  ot  the  Slirhlnii  Xcus  in 
1879,  he  continued  cmploymcnl  on  Sheldon  newspapers  until  1885,  when 
he  b^n  the  publication  of  the  O'Brwn  Cottnty  Belt.  The  first  issues  were 
printed  at  Sheldon  although  the  paper  was  published  at  Primghar.  Later 
the  plant  was  transferred  to  the  county  seat,  which  at  that  time  had  no 
nc\vspa])t'r.  Primphar  was  then  in  a  jjluftmy  and  depressed  lunditii  )n, 
tiirough  the  removal  of  many  oi  its  citizens  tu  Sani)orn  and  oilier  adjoininj^ 
towns,  i'omp  had  an  old-fashioned  \Va.shington  hand  press.  The  Bell 
office  was  in  a  small  building,  twelve  by  eighteen  feet  in  size,  the  same  that 
is  now  used  as  a  shoe  shop  near  the  southeast  comer  of  the  court  house 
.scjuare.  There  was  scarcely  room  to  mo\c  around,  set  type  and  make  up 
his  ])apcr.  It  was  the  home  of  the  Bell  for  two  years.  The  editor  was 
dubbed  the  'crank  that  rings  the  BcU."  It  was  prior  to  the  building  of  a 
railroad  into  Primghar  and  a,  very  unpromising  field  for  newspaper  enter- 
prise. A  few  years  pre\'iously  there  had  been  an  exodus  of  people  and 
building.s  from  Primghar  to  Sanborn,  the  new  town  on  the  Milwaukee 
Railroad  eight  miles  ntirtli.  Many  Iniildings  were  vacant  and  even  resi- 
flents  tlionebt  the  town  ha<l  gone  "thmk."  For  several  years  the  building 
deals  hatl  consisted  01  the  tearing  down  and  moving  of  structures  to  San- 
born. It  had  been  an  age  of  demolition  instead  of  constructicm.  The  Bett 
was  thus  started  and  indeed  established  as  a  permanent  paper  under  these 
most  discouraging  circumstances.  Be  it  said  that  no  town  in  the  county,  or 
the  comity  itself,  ever  had  in  an  editor  more  of  a  booster— each  day  inside 
the  town,  each  week  in  his  paper.  Pomp  could  make  a  boost  out  of  an 
apixirent  failure  or  a  joke.  He  understood  the  pioneer  and  eariy  times, 
and.  though  often  magnifying  trifles,  he  did  much  in  putting  heart  into  the 
hard  situations  l)v  his  new-paper  Ixiosting  and  humor.  For  instance,  in 
1.S87  Herbert  Tiiaver  built  what  is  now  tlie  jx'ol  hall  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  s<piare  tor  an  abstract  of  title  and  land  ofiice.  In  fact  it  had 
been  the  first  building  venture  since  the  "exiKlus."  Each  week  Pomp  hatl  a 
write  up.  of  how  Primghar  was  building  up  again,  one  week  writing  it  up 
as  the  "building  at  the  southeast  comer  of  the  square,"  the  next  wedc  as 
the  "building  on  Main  street"  and  so  on  from  week  to  week  during  its 
building  until  a  casual  reader  would  conclude  that  the  town  was  rushing  in 
its  construction  work. 
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The  engraved  head,  suggestive  of  a  birdseye  view  of  the  county,  with 
the  name  O'Brien  Citmity  Lin  I  in  large  letters  across  its  top  border,  so 
familiar  li>  tin  rcuk-rs  ni  tlu-  lull,  illusirates  I'dinp's  oriijiiial  hoostcr  dcncr- 
m*ss.  '11k-  \\  Iii>kcri-il  man  in  ihc  Ii»\vit  right  IiaiuJ  cuniiT  is  a  vcrv  f^'uni 
picture  ui  olU  Adam  Towbtnuan,  who  was  one  ol  the  ul(ic»l  settlers, 
among  the  homestead  crowd  of  the  early  seventies  and  who  built  the 
bridges  (not  the  early  fraudulent  <nies)  for  fifteen  years  of  the  genuine 
early  bridge  building  of  the  county.  A  familiar  figure  in  the  i-nuiix  ,  he 
broufjlht  in  nearly  if  imt  rjuite  all  the  early  tree^  first  i)lanled  ant!  uiiieli 
comprise  what  are  now  the  yroves.  It  wa>  "Did  ruwh"  that  i'onip  wa> 
putting  in  that  head  plate.  Mach  town  ui  the  county  is  intended  to  ix*  shown 
in  the  picture,  with  the  enterprising  telephone  lines  bringii^  in  the  news 
to  the  i)aper.  It  was  in  June,  1886,  that  Pomp  brought  to  the  senior  editor 
nf  this  history  his  sketch  of  the  proiMi.sed  heading.  His  iclea  was  that  that 
hell  there  rii\t;inii;  aiul  siis]>en(led  over  "I'riinghar.  tlu*  Capitol  of  t  >"!lrien 
County,  luua,"  sounded  forth  Prinighar  anil  the  county  with  a  l>oosl  and 
placed  them  "on  the  map."  This  headii^  would  "dress  the  stage"  of  the 
county,  as  he  put  it.  Tlie  O'Brien  County  BcU  has  now  for  twenty-eight 
years  handed  down  an  eccentric  and  indeed  a  |}ractical  headin.t;  with  an  idea 
uf  il>  enterprise  for  all  time  to  that  paper.  At  one  time  romp  f;;ot  his  old 
W'ashingl" m  hand  press  out  of  his  otVu-e.  sct  it  uj)  on  a  wagon,  attached  he- 
hind  several  large  farm  machines,  inciiuling  a  threshing  separator,  liitched 
four  horses  to  the  outfit,  got  all  the  cow  bells  and  tin  pans  and  noisy  articles 
in  town  and  with  the  frisky  boys  all  ringing  them  went  round  and  round  the 
curt  linnsi'  sipi.-ire.  with  am  hig  hell  over  the  press  on  the  wagon.  The 
"Crank  of  the  Hell"  was  ringing  the  l>cll. 

McCorniack  had  many  streaks  of  eccentricity  and  triviality  which 
neutralized  his  fine  boosting  qualities  and  left  him  anything  hut  a  financial 
success.  He  could  entertain  a  crowd  of  twenty  sidewalk  listeners  and  keep 
them  roaring  with  laughter,  hut  with  ti  e  final  remark,  "what  was  it  all  about 
anyway?"  Nevertheless  he  estahlished  linnly  one  of  the  substantial  news- 
l»ai)ers  of  the  county  now  for  .so  many  year^  under  the  management  of 
Jacoh  11.  W  olf,  assisted  by  his  two  sons,  Bert  and  i  red.  I'omp  was  an 
inveterate  practical  joker,  wit  and  humorist.  On  one  occasion  he  ran  in 
the  canvass  for  cotmty  recorder,  but  was  defeated.  Called  on  for  a  speech, 
he  nohly  rose  tf»  the  occasion  and  made  one  of  the  wittiest  ever  heard  in  the 
count\.  It  could  not  he  pictured  in  jirint.  It  was  distinctly  "Pomp""  in  its 
originality  and  good  humor,  given  at  a  lime  when  bitterness  of  defeat  might 
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have  soured  the  ordinary  siK-aker.  ilis  career  as  an  actor  was  a!wa\  s  inani- 
lesl  in  his  every  action ;  he  never  was  cauglit  oit'  liis  ,i;nartl  and  always 
studied  the  effect  of  his  speech  and  acliun.  I"or  many  yeai>  he  joined  the 
business  of  auctioneer  with  his  newspaper  activities. 

It  has  been  said  of  "Pomp"  that  he  "runs  a  paper  in  just  that  way  and 
manner  which  commends  itself  1  >  the  editor."  Tie  was  certainlv  orijy;inaI. 
if  not  erratic  in  his  methods.  He  delitjhte*!  in  cxtravatrant  staiL?ncin  and 
the  unusual  method  of  presenting  his  news.  Xever  a  financial  success,  he 
worked  hard  for  the  best  interests  of  his  conununity  and  continually  made 
sacrifices  therefor.  While  his  methods  did  not  always  bring  the  result  in- 
.tended,  no  one  e\er  doubted  his  loyalty  to  his  home  town.  After  disposing 
of  his  paper  in  iS<;4  to  Wolf  cH:  (iravnior.  he  estahlished  a  paper  in  i'rim- 
ghar  in  comjjetition.  hut  the  project  received  hiit  little  support  and  (piickly 
l>erisln;d.  l-i»ter  he  was  ti»r  a  short  tin«e  in  the  newspaper  Inisincss  at  Hart- 
ley, publishing  the  Hartley  Jottrnd.  Later  he  conducted  a  paper  at  Qare- 
mont,  Minnesota,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Wyoming,  where  he  now 
resides. 

I'nder  the  mana.c;enu-nt  of  \\'<ilf  tS:  (iraxenor,  the  Hcil  assmnetl  a 
standing  in  the  community  it  never  Ijeiore  had.  Its  new  proprietors  were 
experienced  business  men,  Mr.  Wolf  having  been  a  printer  in  his  early  life 
in  Pennsylvania  and  later  condtKting  the  newspaper  at  Sanborn  and  having 
been  well  known  in  the  county  through  his  newspaper  ii  K  and  political 
acti\it-t"^  Mr.  ("iraMTior  wrts  not  lon.i;  actively  conturted  with  the  business, 
his  interests  heing  rc|in.  -t  nud  1>\  his  son,  and  he  soon  tlis|tosed  of  his  share 
Xu  H.  E.  Wolf,  a  son  of  j.  11.  J.  H.  Wolf  &  Son  continued  the  publication 
of  the  Bdl  and  the  Sanbom  Pioneer  for  some  two  years,  when  the  Pioneer 
was  sold  to  George  J.  Qark  and  H.  E.  Wolf  withdrew  from  the  contrcd 
of  the  Hell  and  his  father,  in  a  sole  ownership,  assisted  by  his  sons  Fred  B. 
and  Bert  W()lf.  has  continued  the  jmblication. 

For  nearl)  thirty  year.s.  the  BcU  has  l>een  an  active  factor  in  politics 
and  a  leading  paper  in  the  county.  Located  at  the  county  seat,  it  has  had 
a  prestige  and  chance  to  secure  the  news  that  especially  interests  the  tax- 
payer of  the  county  and  it  has  always  l)cen  keen  to  secure  that  news  and 
disseminate  to  its  rea<iers  the  actual  condition  and  conduct  of  the  administra- 
tion of  counlv  business  as  well  ris  chronicle  the  news  of  the  community. 
Its  criticisms  of  public  officials  and  wrong  doers  has  caused  it  to  fcjrm  some 
enemies  and  temporarily,  at  least,  to  suffer  some  financial  loss,  but  it  long 
ago  earned  the  reputation  for  honesty  and  fearless  publication  of  the  news 
that  has  earned  it  hosts  of  friends. 
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In  December.  nS-t;.  tin-  D'Bricii  rimwrr,  at  rr!iii«;har,  met  its  tirst 
close  competition.  Clevelami  J.  Kcvnuki.s  arrived  and  established  the  Prim- 
ghar  Tr3n*ne,  a  seven-oolumn  folio.  The  paper  was  loudly  heralded  as  an 
advocate  for  tlw  correction  of  evils  in  the  conduct  of  county  business,  an- 
nounced reform  with  a  big  "R"  and  iK'gan  an  expose  of  the  crookedness  and 
rascality  ni  the  early  cnnnty  otTicials.  In  its  first  issues  it  hcL;an  piiblisliing 
an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  county  supervisors,  ex|>osing  the 
iniquitous  contracts  and  devious  methods  that  had  been  used  in  filching 
money  from  the  county  treasury.  In  April,  1880,  the  paper  was  turned 
laer  to  Caleb  G.  Hundy,  a  versatile  writer  and  experienced  newspaper  man, 
wliu  ably  conducted  the  paper  until  1S82.  The  policy  ni  the  paper  wa* 
soon  shown  to  be  vif,'or(nisly  in  favor  of  objection  to  tlie  county  indebted- 
ness thai  had  been  saddled  on  the  actual  settlers  by  the  grafting  bogus  settlers 
who  had  organized  the  county.  We  believe  that  this  is  the  only  pai^er  in 
the  county  outside  of  the  Sbddon  Eagte  that  optsAy  advocated  the  defeat  of 
the  debt.  In  1S81  the  county  refunded  its  indebtedness  and  Bundy's  |K)Iicy 
was  defeated  and  the  paper  passed  out  of  existence.  Bundy.  however,  im- 
metliately  commenced  the  publication  and  printing  of  a  ncwspai>er  en- 
titled the  Primghar  Times.  This  was  not  properly  supported,  however, 
and  on  September  28,  1882.  the  paper  was  moved  to  Paullina,  giving  the 
town  its  first  paper,  under  the  title  of  Panttina  Times.  For  a  tiiue  Bundy 
&  riionias  ])nblished  it  and  O^ear  H.  Hamstrcet.  a  lawyer  and  graduate  of 
the  State  I ersity.  who  had  grow  n  tired  ol  illy  paid  practice  of  law, 
secured  control  of  the  paper  in  September.  1883.  He  continued  its  publica- 
tion for  about  ten  years,  being  succeeded  by  Frank  M.  Bethel  and  later  by 
the  present  owner,  A.  W.  McBride.  Mr.  Hamstreet  conducted  a  good 
paper  and  was  a  thorough  newspa[)er  man.  Mr.  Bethel,  who  succeeded 
bini,  was  a  itractical  i)rinter.  a  forceful  writer,  honest  and  blunt  in  his 
opinions  anil  not  always  possessed  of  that  tact  in  expres>ion  of  ojjinion  that 
might  bring  greater  revenue  to  the  paper.  In  .\ugust,  1909,  he  removed 
to  Or^on,  where  he  is  engaged  in  newspaper  work.  Mr.  McBride,  the 
present  owner  and  editor,  is  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  rather 
l)en  and  ])Iain  in  the  expression  of  his  opinions,  making  sotne  enemies  Ijy 
S<J  doing,  lie  has  a  tine  literary  style,  witty  in  his  coninients  and  has  good 
talent.  L'nder  his  management  the  J  iiius  stands  for  everything  clean  and 
uplifting  and  for  good  morals,  good  citizenship.  The  experiment  of  start- 
ing an  opposition  paper  in  Paullina  was  tried  by  R.  Jeflf  Taylor  in  1912. 
His  paper,  the  ParlHini  Star,  proved  a  failure  and  was  soon  abandoned. 

In  1893  M.  H.  Galcr,  an  unsuccessful  exponent  of  religious  preaching. 
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proved  his  inctiiiipctcnce  in  another  line  by  attempting  to  pnbhsh  a  paper 
known  as  the  I'ritiujhar  Republican.  It  was  quickly  sold  to  E.  R.  Little, 
the  compositor  einploye<l  by  Galer,  and  the  new  publisher  gave  up  the  eff<xt 
before  the  end  of  the  jrear. 

The  Democrat,  established  in  Primghar  by  H.  B.  Waite  in  1H96,  lias 
heen  able  to  maintain  a  varied  existence.  Waite  had  formerly  been  a  schuol 
teacher,  had  considerable  ability  as  a  writer,  but  very  little  business  judg- 
ment, and  had  a  proi>ensity  fur  extravagant  statement.  His  business  life  in 
Primghar  was  strewn  with  frequent  personal  encounters,  bitterness  and 
bickerings  and  he  finally  moved  to  Seattle,  where  he  now  resides.  During 
his  conduct  of  the  Pi'iitncrat  he  ei^^aged  in  a  newspaper  contest  with  the 
ShclJon  Miiil.  in  whicli  he  tiled  a  larger  list  of  subscriliers  than  the  .Ua/7. 
The  contest  was  before  the  county  supervisors  and  was  held  to  deternunc 
the  right  to  publish  official  board  proceedings  and  receive  pay  for  the  county 
printing.  The  MaU  was  unable  to  prove  the  Democrat  list  fraudulent  and 
the  Dt-mocrat  won  the  contest,  at  a  great  exi)ense  to  both  parties.  I-ater 
J.  A.  (irahani,  F.  A.  \'aii[,'han  and  Ira  Borland  were  successively  connected 
with  the  paper.  Mr.  Borland,  the  present  editor  and  publisher,  is  a  good 
mechanic,  was  a  resident  of  the  county  some  twenty  years  ago  and  has  re- 
turned to  show  his  ability.  He  is  publishing  a  good  clean  paper,  typo- 
graphically well  printed  and  with  a  good  strong  editorial  jiolicy  and  keen 
eye  for  news.  He  will  no  doubt  do  much  to  make  the  fh'iiiocrat  a  paper 
with  a  strong  subscription  list  and  of  influence  in  the  cinnnnuiity. 

The  Mail  was  established  in  Sheldon  by  Col.  L.  B.  Raymond,  of 
Cherokee,  in  January,  1873,  six  months  after  the  estabiishment  of  the  village 
at  that  place  and  at  a  time,  when,  as  its  editor  later  stated,  "Sheldon's  in- 
habitants might  be  enumerated  by  counting  your  fingers.''  This  was  Colonel 
Raymond's  second  newspaper  venture  in  the  county,  bis  ])revious  experience 
having  been  in  connection  with  the  Pioneer  at  Old  O'Brien.  The  paper  at 
Sheldon  was  soon  sold  to  D.  A.  W.  Perkins,  the  pioneer  attorney  of  the 
county,  who  later  took  in  a  partner.  In  September,  1874,  it  was  sold  to 
Frank  T.  Piper  and  in  three  months  he  sold  to  J.  F.  Glover.  Glover  had 
ihaiiucd  the  name  of  the  publication  in  January.  1H75.  to  dial  of  Sheldon 
h'epiibiic.  In  .March  it  was  ])ul)Iisbed  by  nio\er  and  a  partner  by  name 
of  \V.  B.  Reed  and  so  continued  till  .\ugust,  1875.  when  F.  T.  I'iper  re- 
gained ownership,  restored  the  paper  to  its  original  name  and  continued  the 
publication  as  the  Shetdon  Mail  until  his  death  in  1902. 

Frank  T.  Piper  was  a  thoroughly  practical  newspaper  man,  wdl  versed 


Digitized  by  Google 


296 


o'BKIEN  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


in  the  technical  art  of  printing,  a  good  mechanic,  an  excellent  business  man 
and  financier,  a  vigorous  editorial  writer  and  energetic  news  gatherer.  In 

thecouiit\  there  ha\e  I>een  mcjre  polished  wrilers.  decju  r  tliiiikrrs.  men  with 
nvTc  I  \ra!ilc  (li-'|ii>sititin>.  and  manv  wlio  in  various  >ini;lt-  details  excelled 
I'Vank  I'ijiiT  in  llu-ir  nt'WNpaper  wnrk,  hut  (hiriiifj  the  entire  history  ot'  the 
county  there  ha\e  l>een  nunc  \vl»o  can  show  such  a  long  periuti  of  continued 
newspaper  success  and  so  great  financial  returns  for  their  efforts  as  this 
man.  Active  in  politics,  influential  in  the  councils  of  his  chosen  political 
party — the  Kepnl)Iican — lu-  was  a  man  t()  l)e  redconed  with  in  every  j)olitical 
amte-t  and  feared  and  loxed  as  the  life  of  tlie  aspirant  for  poHtical  h":iors 
measured  up  to  the  .\fiu!'s  standard  oi  honesty,  lie  was  certainly  in  hi> 
element  as  a  newspaixr  man  and  made  the  Mail  a  success  in  every  way 
from  the  start.  He  wielded  a  wide  influence  in  politics  and  made  mon^. 
His  reputation  as  a  news|}ai)er  man  was  state  wide,  the  Mail  rankinj^  with 
the  hest  weekly  newsttapers  in  tlie  state.  Mr.  I'iper ai,'i,'ressivc  con)l)ative- 
ness  made  him  a  t;<MMl  manv  eiK-mie>.  !uu  these,  witii  lii^  many  friend-^,  will 
think  ratlier  ot  his  ahihty  and  merits,  lie  was  prominent  ni  county  polities 
— his  sni>port  l)cing  soii^^ht  after  and  his  opposition  feared.  He  held  many 
offices,  among  them  mayor  of  Sheldon  and  postmaster  at  the  same  jiace. 
He  was  at  one  time  candidate  fcM*  state  senator  and  his  county  loyally  sup- 
ported him,  linf  he  failed  to  secure  the  nomination.  He  was  many  times 
a  dclcg.itc  to  legislative,  .senatorial.  c*)ngre.ssional  and  state  conventions  of 
the  Republican  party.  His  ability  to  attract  business  to  his  paper  was 
phenomenal.  While  his  paper  was  published  he  never  lacked  advertising 
patronage.  His  methods  of  securing  business  were  sure  and  effectual. 
His  columns  were  always  well  patronised  and  his  sul)scri])tion  lists  grew. 
Never  while  he  published  the  Mail  did  any  j)aper  in  the  county  exceed 
it  in  its  list  of  sub.scribers.  At  all  times  he  had  the  best  equipped  printing 
office  in  the  county.  Prior  to  1878  advertised  lists  of  lands  in  this  county 
to  be  sold  for  taxes  had  been  set  up  in  Des  Momes  or  Sioux  City,  printed 
as  a  supplement  and  included  in  the  regular  editions  of  the  paper.  Clouds 
of  doubt  as  to  validity  of  these  tax  sales  had  been  cast  by  smh  methods, 
as  it  was  uncertain  whether  it  was  a  legitimate  |)ubhcation  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  but  the  entire  matter,  seven  colunuis  in  length,  was  set 
up  in  the  Mail  office  and  printed  in  the  regular  edition  of  the  Mail  for  that 
year.  By  1880  he  had  a  one-thousand-two-hundred-dollar  power  printing 
press  and  that  was  considered  a  marvel  of  mechanics  in  those  days.  In 
i88i,  during  the  continued  hard  winter,  when  for  weeks  at  a  time  the  rail- 
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road^  utTc  ickadfd  ami  when  the  (/hicaj,'<<,  .M:K\ankce  M  St.  Paul  did  not 
run  a  train  into  Sheldon  iHr  nearly  three  months,  the  paper  stiHered  for 
"print"  paper  lu  get  uui  its  edition.  1  elej^rani-s  .sent  to  Sioux  City  brought 
reply  from  Perkins  Brothers:  "Haven't  a  Ijundle  of  print  in  the  house. 
God  help  us."  St.  Paul  telegraphed  that  no  express  company  would  accept 
shipments  for  the  sno\\-  lionnd  district  and  in  .March.  1881,  the  paper  was 
cotn])elIed  to  i^sne  to  its  subserihers  two  editions  of  limited  size,  printed 
on  hrowti  paper.  In  Jamiary.  i8y»S,  to  relieve  hini.selt  of  sonte  of  the 
bunlen  of  printing  oflTice  work.  Mr.  Pijier  took  into  the  hnsincss  C.  P.  Miller 
and  Win  S.  Ayers.  who  ha<l  been  associated  with  him  in  the  mechanical 
de])artinent  r.i  tlie  paper,  and  the  business  was  incorporated  under  the  name 
i>f  I'iper,  .Miller  i\-  \yers.  Later,  after  the  death  nf  Mr.  l'ii>er.  the  Imsiness 
was  contimie<l  In  hix  •^•>n.  U.  I'..  I'ijier.  with  whom  was  associated  I.  1".. 
W'vckoff  and  conducted  under  the  corporate  nan)e  tn  Mail  I'rinting  Com- 
pany. Enlargements  of  the  medianiral  department  and  addition  of  ex* 
pensive  eciuipment  did  not  prove  a  profitable  investment  and  the  bustnes.«i 
was  finally  disposed  ot  to  t".  M.  Stearns.  I^ter  it  was  transferred  to  C.  O. 
r.iitton  and  W.  .\.  Kddington,  the  former  having  active  charge  of  tlie  con- 
duct of  the  paper.  Hy  special  campaigns  he  greatly  increased  the  sub- 
scription list  and  sol<l  the  [taper  in  1913  to  Paul  C.  Woods,  who  is  its  pres- 
ent publisher. 

The  Sanborn  Jimntal  was  conducted  Ijy  Warren  Walker  and  R.  F. 
Ililer  from  i88f>  to  1881).  .\li  Walker,  referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  the 
legal  profession,  was  a  hard  worker  am!  gave  sonic  attention  to  the  edi- 
torial conduct  of  the  pajjcr.  but  the  mechanical  work  was  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Hiler.  The  paper  showed  considerable  enterprise  and  at  one 
time  published  an  elaborate  sketch  of  the  business  interest  of  and  exploited 
the  advantages  of  O'Brien  county,  fully  illustrating  the  edition  with  cuts  of 
the  court  house,  pictures  of  the  county  oflicials.  etc. 

B.  F.  McCormack.  the  versatile  founder  of  the  Sanhorn  Sun  and 
original  editor  of  the  O'Hrictt  Pioneer,  who  had  been  an  active  participant 
in  the  conduct  of  cotmty  business  for  many  years  during  its  early  struggle 
for  existence  and  shared  with  the  early  pioneers  in  the  sorrows  and  joys  and 
protit<  an<l  losses  of  that  early  experience,  made  his  seccMul  ne\vspai)er  ven- 
ture in  Sljehlon  in  i87<».  He  had  l>een  immediately  prior  to  that  date  con- 
ducting a  hardware  store  m  Shelilon  aiui  the  new  paper,  denonunaled  the 
News,  was  6rst  published  in  the  second  story  of  the  building  occupied  by 
his  hardware  store.   His  brother.  F.  M.  McG)rmack.  and  Gus  Satterlee.  a 
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former  t-mploye  of  the  Si'tcldoit  Mail,  assisted  in  the  conduct  of  the  paper, 
which  was  stild  soon  afterwaril  to  J.  1".  l*\>rd,  an  exjwrienced  newspaper 
man  who  came  from  Spencer,  Iowa.  Later  Lon  1".  Cliapin  secured  an 
interest  and  he  and  Ford  c<mtmued'the  conduct  of  the  paper  until  1885. 
Ford  was  a  good  newspaper  man  and  Chapin  a  perfect  {gentleman,  a  pdished 
writer  and  successful  ptiblisher.  Later  he  was  connected  with  a  newspaper 
at  Sihlcv.  at  K<x:k  Kapids,  and  I*asadena.  California,  iinally  retiring  ^nd 
engaging  in  the  raising  ul  oranges  in  the  Golden  state. 

The  Sheidon  Eagle,  established  1^  Cr^low  &  Reynolds  in  1889,  has 
had  several  owners.  B.  H.  Perkins  was  connected  with  the  paper  from 
1891  to  i8')4  and  again  in  iKi/i.  Georjje  L.  Nelson  was  in  charge  in  1X1)4. 
Later  iht-  l-.m/l,-  was  owned  1)V  I  H.  Oates.  Col.  M.  P..  Darnell.  |)rol>aI)ly 
tile  niiist  talentcti.  educated  and  finished  writer  ever  lix  ini,'  in  the  imuitv,  was 
a  frequent  contributor  and  editorial  writer.  Colonel  Darnell  was  later  con- 
nected with  the  Sheldon  Sun.  He  was  a  surviving  soldier  of  the  Civil  War, 
had  rendered  valiant  service  in  the  Union  army  and  was  a  resident  of  the 
county  since  1883.  His  editorial  writings  raised  the  newspaper  to  its  high- 
est level  of  literary  worth  in  the  hi.story  of  tin-  county  and  when  he  dropped 
the  editorial  pen  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  writers,  lie  was  a  n)an  ot 
broad  knowledge,  high  ideals  and  a  command  of  language  and  literary  style 
that  attracted  attemion  to  his  paper  among  the  newspapers  of  the  state. 

The  Sheldon  Ga::t'tlr  was  established  by  W.  H.  Xoyes  in  1895.  Noyes 
had  formerly  lieen  in  the  employ  <>f  the  Chicago.  Milwaukee  &  .'^t.  Paul 
Railway  Cnm])any  at  Slield-'U.  and  left  there  to  hold  the  office  of  recorder 
of  the  c»)unty  at  I'limghar  roidnig  there  for  ten  years.  After  leaving  the 
recorder's  office  he  conducted  a  store  at  Prin^ghar  and  was  later  elected 
sheriflf.  holding  that  office  four  years.  The  Sheldon  Gasette  venture  did 
not  long  endure  and  Noyes  took  the  plant  to  Pine  county.  Minnesota,  where 
he  conducted  a  newspaper,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  -tale  LeL^islalure, 
and  later  established  a  pa|Mrr  at  Birchwood.  Wisconsin,  lie  is  n<>w  in  the 
newspaiier  bu.siness  at  Winter.  Wisconsin,  his  son  "Tommy"  being  his  busi- 
ness partner. 

The  Sdithoni  Sini.  the  third  paper  established  in  the  county  by  B.  F. 
McCormack.  lirsi  ^aw  the  lii^lit  of  day  at  Sanborn.  .\s  usual  with  the  Mc- 
Corniack  pajiers.  't  was  erratic,  caustic  and  veusatii inal.  McCnnnack  had 
liis  own  way  of  entertaining  his  readers  each  week  and  was  not  dejwndent 
upon  news  items  to  furnish  entertainment.  The  {laper  was  finally  moved  to 
Sheldon,  its  subscription  price  raised  from  ten  cents  a  year  to  fifty  cents  per 
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annum  and  latt-r  to  standard  news])aper  jiricc.    The  met  w  ith  varyinjj 

success  under  the  manugeinent  of  H.  A.  t  arson,  J.  II.  ( )iilcs,  H.  K.  I'orluin, 
passint;  through  a  receivership  conducted  In-  A.  J.  \\  alsniith,  the  Sheldon 
attorney,  and  was  sold  May  i,  1907,  to  Hamilton  &  Bartz.  It  had  been 
published  part  of  the  time  as  a  daily  and  Hamilton  &  Bartz  conducted  it 
so  for  alioiit  vi\  months,  when  it  was  returned  to  a  weekly  edition  and  has 
proven  a  uriat  tiiiancial  success.  takinj(  a  leadinj;  ])osition  amonij  tlic  papers 
of  tlio  county.  Bert  Hamilton,  the  senior  partner,  is  an  experienced  news- 
paper man.  having  been  engaged  in  newspaper  work  in  this  county  and  at 
Xorthwood,  Iowa,  for  thirty  years.  Under  his  wise  poliqr  and  careful 
management  the  paper  has  been  established  where  its  power  as  representing 
the  broadest  and  best  policy  of  a  Republican  newspaper  is  fully  established. 
Mr.  liartz.  who  was  associated  with  .Mr.  Hamilton  for  some  six  year.s. 
retired  in  1913  and  the  i)ai>er  is  now  owned  by  Hamilton  &  Son. 

John  Whiting  for  a  time  conducted  a  newspaper  at  Sheldon,  which  was 
later  transformed  into  a  farm  journal,  but.  proving  a  financial  failure,  it 
soon  >uccum!)ed  to  the  inevitable. 

.An  Old  news|)aper  plant  owned  at  one  time  by  Ira  I'rasheers  and  used 
for  the  conduct  of  a  pajjcr  at  Sanl«)rn.  was  purchased  at  mortgage  sale  and 
later  used  for  puUication  of  the  Cycle,  by  "Quad  1  Line'*  Keman.  Kerttan 
was  formerly  of  the  Okalona,  Mississippi.  Southern  States,  the  famous 
mouthpiece  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  The  Cycle  contained  a  noisy 
]K)litical  (k*])artment  and  acliieveil  a  reputation  for  dissfiision  and  --trife. 
but  had  an  ephemeral  existence.  Kcrnan  is  said  to  have  recently  died  in 
Kansas  in  a  county  poor  house.  He  was  brilliant  in  his  talents,  but  mis- 
directed their  application. 

The  first  newspaper  at  Hartley,  the  Record,  began  ptiblication  in  June, 
18S4,  w  itii  T.  1^.  Cole  as  editor.  He  was  a  },'ood  printer  and  a  bright  editor. 
.Xi'ter  almut  a  year  the  paper  was  leased  to  Allen  ("ros^an,  who  had  pre- 
viously iK'en  employed  as  teacher  in  the  public  schools  there.  He  con- 
ducted the  paper  for  a  year,  purchased  it  and  continued  it  for  three  years 
more  and  re-sold  it  to  Mr.  Cole.  Will  Dunn  later  secured  a  half  interest 
in  it  and  in  1891  C.  H.  (  rawt'ord.  wli  1  had  dosed  a  two-year  service  as 
county  superintendent  of  schools,  tmik  cliarije  ■>>  the  ])a])er.  In  tSiu  Ik- 
si 'Id  to  Oaude  L  harles.  The  latter  changed  its  name  to  the  Hartley  JoiiduiI. 
Later  the  paper  was  sold  to  F.  M.  McCormack.  then  leased  to  Ray  (iiea>on. 
formerly  of  the  Sutherland  Republican,  then  .sold  to  Irving  A.  Dove,  who 
ctniducted  it  till  1910  when  it  was  sold  to  its  present  owner,  Eugene  B.  Peck. 
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A  sfCKiid  jiapcr  iii  Harik-x.  the  .Vctv'.*.  I'stahli^lKi!  l>v  (i.  K  'iro^g  in 
1893,  lasted  just  niiiet)'  days  and  perislicd.  The  priiuiiii;  nialcrial  used  in 
iU  puUicatton  was  purchased  in  jtily.  1896.  by  Allen  Crossan.  who  sold  it 
to  George  F.  Robb. 

C.  A.  Charles  returned  to  Hartle>'  in  1912  and  began  publication  of  the 
Si'Htincl. 

Har\'ey  Hand,  the  first  newspaper  |)nlih>her  in  Sutherland,  commenced 
publication  of  the  Courier  in  1882,  quickly  sold  to  C.  H.  Brintnall  in  Xovcm- 
ber.  1882.  Brintnall  conducted  the  paper  till  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he 
sold  tn  I'.trt  Hamilton,  who  had  been  li\  inu  it  Sutherland  for  some  time 
])icvii>u>!\  and  connected  with  the  i)apcr.  Hamilton  was  an  expert  printer 
and  newspaper  man  .md  wielded  .1  lann-  influence  in  county  politics,  prov  ing 
a  forceful  writer  and  acti\e  Republican.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
actively  connected  with  the  Republican  count>  organization.  In  Septem- 
ber. 1893.  he  sold  the  pajier  to  \V.  H.  Bloom.  The  latter  was  a  fine  writer, 
a  uenlleMian  .uid  profound  thinker.  l)ut  a  iHM)r  business  tnan.  His  health 
failed  and  he  died  in  KKH-  wife  continued  the  conduct  of  the  paper 

with  market!  ability  until  the  end  of  i«>o5,  when  the  plant  was  sold  to  A.  G. 
Warren.  Warren  conducted  it  for  three  years  and  it  was  successively  sold 
to  Mort  E  Xicol.  G.  H.  Vos.  Joe  A.  Moore  and  finally,  in  March.  1910,  to 
Sam  S.  Sherman.  1'iie  latter  w  as  a  man  who  immediately  made  his  impress 
on  the  pi ■litic.il  coin])le\ion  ni  the  county.  Stubborn  and  i>er^i<tent  and 
positue  in  his  opinirin>,  he  i)rooked  no  deviation  from  his  e\|)ressed  deter- 
minations and  many  are  the  newspaper  controversies  stirred  up  by  him.  ,\ 
bright  writer,  and  finally  a  true  blue  ''Bull  Mooser"  in  his  political  affiliations, 
he  retired  in  November.  1913.  leaving  a  fame  that  will  not  soon  die. 

T.  .V  Slick,  for  thirty  years  a  merchant  in  Sutherland,  and  his  son-in- 
law.  Mcl'ar!an<I.  succeeded  to  the  paper  and  are  now  publishing  a  dean 
sheet,  all  home  i)rint  and  full  of  local  news. 

The  Review,  and  later  the  Republican,  were  other  Sutherland  papers 
of  ephemeral  exstence.  Ray  Gleason.  Fred  Pratt  and  G.  E.  Hirleman  were 
cotmected  with  these  i)ublications. 

In  1906  1).  \\.  Murphy  otablished  the  Cahniicf  Cli{>[>cr.  which  was  of 
short  life  The  hufrf^rnifciil.  cstalilished  by  IJoyd  Harris  in  1912.  was  sold 
to  M.  M.  Magner  in  1913  and  is  now  conducted  by  M.  B.  Royer. 

The  IVoman's  Standard,  published  in  the  interest  of  the  political  rights 
of  women,  was  conducted  by  Roma  W.  Woods  at  Sutherland  during  the 
years  1897  and  1898.   Mrs.  Woods  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 
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county  ])apvr^.  active  in  the  organization  of  wunian's  clubs  and  assisting  in 
the  conduct  thereof.   She  is  highly  educated,  talented,  a  ready  writer  and 

attractix  t  in  her  newspaper  style.  Under  her  c^^nduct  the  Standard  attracted 
ci»nsuliral)k'  attention  and  was  a  strnnj^  i'<irce  in  estahlishinfj  recognition  of 
the  cause  it  esixutsttl  Tile  pajjer  was  the  ufKcial  organ  of  the  Iowa 
Woman's  Suffrage  Association. 

On  this  March  lo,  1914.  just  as  this  history  is  ready  to  go  to  press, 
the  first  mnnber  of  a  daily  newspaper  named  the  Daily  Sheldon  Record  h 
issued  and  published  hy  the  Sheldon  Printing  and  Publishing  Company  and 
conducted  by  Pirnce  A.  Tninian  as  e<h't*>r.  It  i^  nenicKTatir  in  jiolitics.  It 
is  an  eight-page  sevcn-cohnnn  jiaper.  all  in  ample  pritportioiis.  This  is  ii<n. 
Iioucver,  the  Hrst  attempt  at  a  daily  paper  in  the  county.  B.  F.  McCormack 
issued  the  Sheldon  Sun  for  a  short  time  as  a  daily.  While  it  had  eight 
|iagcs.  it  was  but  a  small  folder  of  three  colninns  per  pnge.  Mr.  McCormack 
himself  humorously  referred  to  it  as  his  "Daily  Postage  Stamp." 
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MEDICAL  HISTORY  OF  O'BRIEK  COUNTY. 
Br  w.  K.  BncIi.  M.  d. 

The  history  of  any  conmitinity  whose  civilization  rises  distinctly  above 
barbarism  is  not  complete  unless  there  is  contained  within  its  pages  a  short 

historicii!  chajHer  written  U])on  medicine  and  surj^'ery. 

The  first  ])hy-^ician<  ulio  came  U<  ()'I!rien  coimlv  to  live  came  in  tlic 
year  1873.  Tliey  came  into  the  hardships  ui  pioneer  life  witli  two  objects 
in  view.  The  first  was  to  acquire  land  by  homestcading,  and  the  second 
was  to  care  for  the  sick  while  they  were  acquiring  title  to  their  lands. 

The  physicians  who  practiced  medicine  in  the  early  seventies  were  not 
the  first  physicians  on  record,  for  the  art  of  treating;  the  sick  as  a  distinct 
bu.siness  has  Ijeen  ftiliowetl  for  aliout  twenty-three  hundred  years.  But 
nowhere  does  the  worUI  record  greater  hardships  upon  the  practitioner  of 
medicine  than  those  reconled  of  O'Brien  county's  early  physicians.  In 
1873  there  was  not  a  post  nor  tree  and  only  occasionally  a  faint  trail  to  act 
as  a  gtiidc  to  the  physician  as  he  nia<!e  distant  visits  to  the  sick  in  storms 
of  rain  and  snow  l)y  day  and  by  night.  Dr.  C  Longshore,  who  now  resides 
in  Slieldon,  hale  and  hearty,  and  who  was  one  of  the  first  two  pliy.sicians  in 
O'Brien  county,  had,  many  times,  to  get  out  of  his  buggy  at  night  and  get 
down  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  see  if  he  could  feel  with  his  hands  some 
faint  trail  of  a  wag<  11  <  >r  huggy  wheel  that  he  might  make  a  better  guess  as 
to  where  he  was  or  which  way  he  was  going.  When  there  was  sickness  in 
some  far  tlistant  shack  it  required  a  brave  heart  to  st^rm  the  weather  or  the 
darkness  to  go  after  the  doctor  and  it  retpiired  an  eciually  brave  heart  upon 
the  part  of  the  doctor  to  make  the  professional  visit.  One  of  the  greatest 
heroisms  recorded  in  pioneer  days  was  that  of  Dr.  Edwin  Ilomibrook  when, 
in  the  blockade  nf  tSSo,  he  made  a  \  i-ii  to  a  i)atient  in  Sanlmni  from 
Cherokee  and  returned,  a  distance  <>t  ni.irly  ^vviiity  miles,  uliicli  he  made 
afoot  upon  .snow  shoes,  traveling  over  snow  Ijanks  twice  dee|>cr  than  his 
own  length.  If  those  explorers  who  waged  hazardous  expeditions  in  quest 
for  the  North  and  South  poles  could  have  selected  their  parties  from  such 
men  as  the  early  pioneer  doctors  of  northwestern  Iowa  they  certainly  would 
not  have  lacked  heroism  for  any  possible  undertaking.   Those  doctors  were 
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brave  and  true.  They  fought  bravely  many  battles  and  lost  frequently  tu 
the  enemy.   In  those  dark  days  of  O'Brien  county,  when  diphtheria  invaded 

so  many  homes  and  left  the  father  and  mother  without  a  child  out  of  lar«ie 
taiiiilies.  the  jjioneer  physician  stiHid  in.  dointj  al!  that  could  be  doiu'  in 
tlii.)se  days,  but  absubitcl)  helpless  to  curt-  tiu-  disease  <>r  stav  its  contaj^ion. 
Every  physician  had  "a  treatment"  and  ev  ery  treutnienl  \va.s  ineffectual  until 
science  gave  in  1894  another  of  its  choice  gems  to  the  world  in  the  form  of 
antitoxin  for  diphtheria.  Ask  any  pioneer  doctor  what  days  were  the  dark- 
est to  him  as  he  looks  backward  upon  those  early  times,  and  he  will  forget 
about  his  own  hardship,  about  the  Itli/.zards  and  the  rain  storms  and  the  nijiihis 
of  darkness,  of  wandering  about  the  prairies  unable  tu  find  the  patient's 
house  or  his  own  way  home;  he  will  forget  about  all  this  and  answer  that 
his  darkest  days  were  those  in  which  whole  families  were  wiped  out  with 
diphtheria  while  he  stood  by  luiablc  to  stay  the  hand  of  death.  Rut  there  is 
a  brighter  side  to  the  history  uf  O'Rrien  county's  pimieer  ])hysicians.  If 
the  mountains  and  the  sea  have  their  glories,  their  pre-etsiinence  and  their 
fascinations,  so  diil  tlic  earh  prairie  of  O'Brien  county.  I'rairie  is  a  French 
word  and  means  meadow.  The  word  sounds  harmoniously  poetic  and  is 
fUled  with  euphonious  splendor.  About  all  the  physician  was  required  to  do 
to  own  one- fourth  section  or  a  section  of  this  beautiful  prairie  was  to  look 
at  it,  admire  it  and  say.  '  this  is  mine."  Tlieii  he  owned  a  "solemn  mile  of 
prairie,  a  four  square  block  uf  (Jud's  uut-uf-duors  with  the  height  of  the  sky 
above  it»  and  the  depth  of  the  world  boieath  it.  and  the  radiancy  of  dawns  and 
sunsets  shed  over  it,  and  the  dim  dawn  of  dusks  enfolding  it  like  a  blessed 
compas-sion — ^a  mile  east,  a  mile  west,  a  mile  north,  a  mile  south — and  all 
the  time  tn  )ie  tranipiiij^  nv  ymir  own  ijrass  and  breathing  air  Iirewed  on  your 
grouiifl  and  liltnij;  iiead  into  your  ov\n  sky  and  ga/ing  at  your  own  tirmanient ; 
bless  n«e.  this  is  plutocracy!"  These  prairies  were  ladened  with  abundance 
of  wild  game,  which  the  enterprising  doctor  could  supply  his  table  with  dur- 
ing the  most  of  the  year.  In  early  spring  the  bhck-breasted  wild  pigeons  in 
millions  were  here.  The  i)rairie  plover  and  long  billed  sni])c:  ducks  and 
geese  in  spring  and  fall  almost  darkened  the  sky.  f!ut  the  classic  game  w-as 
the  prairie  chicken.  In  mid-summer  and  early  fall  the  prairie  of  O'Brien 
county  contained  carloads  of  prairie  chidcen.  There  was  much  m  the  land 
of  the  prairie  to  brighten  the  life  of  the  pioneer  physician  of  O'Brien  county. 
But  let  us  hasten  on,  for  the  prairie  and  the  pioneer  physician  have  disap- 
peared: and  while  the  prairie  has  been  transfigured  beyond  recognition  int'i 
domestic  gardens  and  Helds.  so  also  lias  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  same 
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period  of  time  undei^one  a  sublime  transition.  If  the  doctor  of  forty  >  ears 
ago  could  awaken  today  to  the  technical  advancement  of  medicine  and  surgery 
he  would  feel  much  as  a  Rip  Van  Winkle  x  ictimi/ed  by  the  slumberit^  of  a 

ihonsantl  yoar*;.  The  science  and  art  oi  ohsletrks  ha\  c  kept  pace  in  progress 
with  ihc  cither  Uriinclio  ul  medicine.  N<»  lunger  do  we  look  with  myslerious 
ignorance  uptm  a  parturient  patient  distressed  with  high  fever  and  abflominal 
tenderness  and  bloating  that  was  thought  to  be  due  to  "taking  cold*'  or  some- 
tliini,'  "iny>tc-rii»\isly  wrong  within."'  I'm  wc  kimw  nuw  that  this  is  an  infec- 
tion I'r'iiii  wiilnni!.  iliat  has  ])cen  intrmliicrd  within  hy  the  patii-nt,  hi-r  attend- 
ants or  Ikt  iihys'Lian.  Ami  if  there  is  a  man  in  O'Hnen  icnnty  t<ida\  pnic- 
ticing  nieuiiinc  wlio  d'>es  not  know  enough  to  prepare  his  hands  clean  enough 
to  use  in  an  appendix  operation,  he  is  a  disgrace  to  the  medical  profession 
and  to  the  age  in  which  he  is  living  and  ought  to  be  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  practice  of  obstetrics.  Cleanliness.  es|jecially  in  olistetrics,  is  next  to 
godliness  and  the  ])hysician  wlm  lacks  in  tiiis  regard  i^  an  enemy  to  progress 
and  human  iiappiness.  The  skiitnl  liandling  of  instrumental  cases  of  par- 
tfrition  together  with  miKlcm  management  of  profuse  hemorrlhige  have 
robM  parturition  of  nearly  all  of  its  former  horrors.  The  management  of 
the  patient  during  the  ten  days  following  is  also  a  marked  improvement 
worthy  as  a  part  of  the  exnhuion  of  the  times.  Surgery,  since  187^.  has 
made  a  marvelous  ad\ aneenient  and  i<i  ih<isc  \vli>>  are  wide  awake  to  Us 
lKJ.-<sibililies.  it  seems  much  in  advance  of  other  branches  of  medicine.  Vet 
internal  medicine  is  forging  rapidly  to  the  front.  The  methods  «)f  general 
management  of  the  sick,  the  attention  given  to  the  selection  of  proper  diet, 
and  efficient  nourishment  and  assisting  nature  in  the  ])r<icess  of  ebiminating 
the  toxine-  I'f  the  IhmIv  whieli  are  always  i)resent  in  the  diseased  sysrem. 
together  with  other  hygienics  are  important  phases  of  treating  the  sick  iliat 
make  thi-  physicians  of  today  superior  to  those  who  liave  labored  in  the  iKi>t. 
Microscopical  examinations  of  the  tissues  and  bodily  excretions  and  secre- 
tions anrl  more  impro\ed  chemical  analysis  of  the  same  agents,  the  great 
value  <if  the  \-rav  a'u!  niudcm  in-lrninent>i  of  precision  were  not  known  bv 
the  earlier  phy^ician^  of  ()"l'.rien  iouiU\  .  Neither  had  they  learned  of  the 
value  of  antitoxic  serums  tlial  are  used  with  great  succes.s  today  in  the  treat- 
ment of  many  of  the  infectious  diseases. 

The  idea  of  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  has  been  growing  in 
O'Brien  county,  but  not  s.i  rapidly  as  it  should  grow.  Four  enterprisini;  .nid 
aml)itiaus  physicians  of  ()"Hrien  comity  have  \entnrcd  (•.ich  with  a  hi>'.|.itai. 
Hence  there  are  five  hospitals  in  (J  lJrien  county  at  the  present  time.  One 
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in  Calumet,  two  in  Sheldon  and  two  in  Hartley.  However,  they  an-  -hkiII 
in^tilutions.  iX't  «>f  1,'fiuTal  or  public  sinnitu  aiuo.  but  mcrt-ly  of  iudix  uliial 
and  personal  inouicnt.  It  is  a  reflection  upon  civil  governiucnt,  local,  county, 
state  and  national,  that  any  physician  should  feci  compelled  to  construct  or 
prepare  a  building  for  hospital  purposes,  for  this  is  a  burden  of  large  pro* 
portions  that  should  be  shouldered  by  the  proper  agency,  and  that  agency 
is  the  tjoneral  public.  It  would  be  pitiably  dramatic  to  see  an  educator  con- 
strr.ctiiig  a  school  buildinj;  in  which  to  educate  tlie  youn;,',  a  minister  of  the 
go>j)cl  to  build  his  own  church  in  which  lo  deliver  his  own  sermons,  or  the 
attorn^  erecting  a  court  house  in  which  to  try  his  own  jury  cases.  And 
\-et  this  is  about  the  procedure  that  has  been  undertaken  by  the  physician. 
But  if  the  private  hospital  is  excusable  or  defensible  just  to  that  extent  will 
it  point  the  public  to  its  duty  in  housins,'  and  attendinjj  the  sick  and  defen-^eless 
and  tliose  in  neeil  of  charital)!e  protection.  ( )'l'.rieu  cor.nty  at  llie  ])resent  time 
is  the  garden  sjxjt  of  the  world  and  is  fairly  teeming  with  weallh  and  pros- 
perity and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  O'Brien  county  should  not  erect  and 
equip  a  stritaMe  hospital  in  Sheldon,  one  in  Sanborn,  one  in  Hartle}',  one  in 
Prinighar,  one  in  Sutherland  and  oiu-  in  Taullitia,  where  all  the  sick  and  help- 
less of  the  county  cnuKl  be  housed  and  attended  under  the  most  lawirable  con- 
ditions and  where  every  physician  would  have  e<jual  opportunities  in  attending 
the  sick  and  not  being  either  vexed  mentally  or  financially  by  the  nianagcnnent 
of  a  hospital  or  deprived  of  the  advantages  that  a  public  hospital  affords.  A 
great  many  operations  in  the  |)a<t  and  many  operatiitns  at  jirc'-ent  are  done  in 
the  patient's  lionie.  Some  of  ihe-^e  operations  are  tlecidedly  major  ami  of  a 
serious  nature  am!  In  fad  they  were  be\ond  sur>;ical  skill  and  knowledge  of  a 
(juarter  century  a,v;o,  and  yet  the  results  of  these  operations  at  home  are  eiptally 
as  good  as  those  obtained  in  many  of  the  hospitals  of  the  country. 

During  1914  the  following  physicians  and  surgeons  at  Sheldon  united  in 
establishing  a  second  hospital  at  Sheldon  and  have  already  procured  a  suit- 
al)le  hos|)ital  building,  which  was  i>)>eiu  (l  for  service  September  i.  1914  • 
Dr.  W.  K.  Brock,  Dr.  \V.  H.  Myers.  Dr.  I  rank  Myers.  Dr.  K..y  .Myers  and 
l>r.  H.  J.  Brackney.  They  have  placed  the  same  under  the  management  of 
the  Seventh-Day  Adventists  or  Battle  Creek  system  of  hospital  sen'ice.  The 
new  ho^pit;il  at  Primghar  donated  by  (leorge  Ward  has  likewise  lieen  taken 
over  by  the  same  management.  OM'.rieu  county  now  has  live  bos|)itals. 
namely:  1  )r.  Cram's  hospital  at  Slieldon ;  Dr.  Hand's  hospital  at  Martlev; 
Dr.  L.  L.  Seiver's  hospital  at  Calumet  and  the  two  hospitals  alreadv  named. 
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TIk  first  suiXT'sstiil  attLtn]>t  to  uriianizc  a  iiitilical  assc-c»«tM^n  in  O  tiricn 
cuuiity  was  in  tljc  year  lyoj  at  rrinigliar.  This  society  is  known  as  The 
0*Bri«ii  County  Medical  Society.  This  society,  because  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  it  was  formed,  became  a  component  part  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical 
yVssoctation  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  Without  bec<Mnin^'  fir^t 
a  menilicr  of  the  connly  society  a  ])hysician  cannot  heconio  a  niemhcr  of  i-ither 
the  I. ma  Statf  Mcdic.il  As-,! K.iation  itr  the  American  Mciliral  Association. 
The  charter  nieniher.s  ot  llie  U  Uricn  I.  ounty  .Medical  S.xiely  nuinl>ered  twelve 
and  one  half  of  these  are  practicing  now  in  the  county.  The  charter  memiiers 
of  this  society  are  as  follows :  Dr.  A.  L.  Bushby,  Dr.  F.  E.  Brown,  Dr.  \V. 
R.  I'.nK-k,  Dr.  !•  W  (  ram.  l)r  I"..  Dudley.  Dr.  Little.  Dr.  I?.  S.  Lonthan.  Hr 
\V.  11.  Meyers.  Dr.  C  H.  Rentz.  Dr.  11.  f.  Rogers.  Dr.  II  .<;cott  and  Dr. 
Stewart.  Tiiis  siK-icty  me<-ts  three  or  totir  times  a  year  and  has  develojied  into 
a  very  good  organization  and  is  very  active  in  its  society  work. 

Those  who  have  registered  at  the  county  seat  to  practice  medicine  in 
O'Brien  county  are  as  follows : 

Avery.  Milo.  graduate  Rush  Medical,  registered  in  1S87. 

.\very,  Harold.  College  of  I'hysician.s  and  Surgeons,  Chicago,  regi.stered 
I  y  I  o. 

Brackney,  H.  J..  Iowa  University,  registered  1905. 
Beelje,  A.  J.,  school  not  given,  registered  i8Sq. 

Bonham.  John,  school  not  given,  registered  1886. 
Brewer.  T^.  S..  school  not  uiven,  registered  iSgfi. 

Rrock.  W.  R..  Iowa  College  of  rhysicians  and  Surgeons,  registered  1895. 
Briggs.  F.  J.,  school  not  given,  registered  1880. 

Burstien.  Louis  L..  Iowa  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  registered 
1908. 

Rarnhizer.  J.  G.,  college  not  gi\en.  registered  1898. 

Piushhy.  .\.  L..  college  not  given,  registered  |8<K). 

Conway.  John  \\'..  Iowa  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  1S8O. 

Cttshman,  R.  A.,  Dartmouth  College,  registered  1888. 

Childs.  Mary  E..  college  not  given,  registered  1891. 

Canter.  S.  J.,  coile^-c  mtt  given,  registered  1892. 

Cram.  F.  \\\.  Rush  .Medic.-d.  registered  iSSS. 

Crider.  J.  J.,  college  not  giv  en,  registered  1^*97. 

Coletnan.  I*".  J..  Sioux  City  College  of  Medicine,  registered  1910 

Collet.  C.  C,  college  not  given,  registered  1902. 

Dudley.  E..  college  not  given,  registered  1886. 
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Dougherty.  Wm.,  college  not  ^i\  cn.  refjisteretl  18H7. 
Daily  Milton,  llamnifmd  L'nivor<it\ .  rl■^i^terc(l  i8«)6. 
Flliott.  TIujv.  I!.,  college  not  given,  rl•■4i^tl•rell  11^4. 
I'lnglf.  Carl,  school  not  given,  rcgistcretl  iSSi^. 
Eddy,  A.  H.,  college  not  given,  registered  1 S97. 
English,  6«lle,  school  not  given,  registered  i9()0. 
Fger.  Christian,  inllege  not  given,  registered  tool 
I'.hlers.  I".  S..  Xorthw cstern  Cnivcrsitv.  registered  1905. 
K.sser.  \\  m,,  schiKii  n.»l  given,  registered  1891. 
Egent.  rhilij)  M..  school  not  given,  registered  1887. 
Field.  L.  S..  school  not  given,  registered  iqoi. 
Fletcher.  D.  A.,  sch-xtl  not  given,  registered  1902. 
Cianniiii,  \\    I  .  mIiooI  not  given,  registered  i8qo. 
Cilivvtfin.  1\   I  .  kiisli  Medical,  registered  1907. 
Gillilantl.  C.  E..  University  of  Kansas,  1913. 
Horton,  \V.  H..  school  not  given,  registered  1893. 
Harrison.  Geo.  H.,  .school  not  given,  registered  1891. 
Ill  lit' 'U.  V  W'..  luwa  University,  registered  1^)4. 
Harrison,  j.  C,  >ch<iol  not  given,  registered  1891. 
Hnnie,  J.  H..  .schiKjl  not  given,  registered  18S7. 
Mamilton,  W.  A.,  school  not  given,  registered  1899. 
Hand,  W.  C,  college  not  given,  registered  1906. 
Hollenljcck,  l-"rank  I?.,  Rush  Medical,  registered  1899. 
HoUenheck.  V  D  .  l\\ish  Medical,  registere(^  igof). 
H«nvard.  W.  A..  Northwestern  University,  registered  190 
Hopkins.  A.  Ci..  school  not  given,  registered  1894. 
Kntpper.  John,  school  not  given,  registered  1907. 
Kuffman.  Frank  £.,  school  not  given,  registered  1897. 
Knox,  Thos.  C.  Iowa  I'niversity,  registered  1908. 
Kass.  Thos,  D..  \\'i>icnnsiti  University,  registered  1909. 
K*.-il\-.  M,  D,.  non-grachiate.  registt-retl  i<;(.mi, 
Louthan.  li.  S.,  L  nivcrsity  of  Iowa,  regi.stcrcd  1886. 
Longdiore,  C,  school  not  given,  registered  1880. 
fjouthan,  J.  M..  University  of  Iowa,  registered  1886. 
I-anning,  11.  J.,  school  not  gi\en.  rcgi-^tered  1880. 
I.eary.  J.  S..  University  of  Michigan,  registered  1SR7. 
Longshore.  .\nna  Mary,  college  not  given,  registered  1891. 
Ijong,  J.  M..  school  not  given,  registered  1887. 
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Lewis,  W.  II.,  s(.litH)|  not  given.  rc},n>ttTed  1887. 

Lanclis,  H.  h\,  sclitxil  nol  given,  registered  1907. 

Little,  W.  G.,  Rush  Medical,  registered  1902. 

Myers,  C.  H.,  school  not  given,  registered  1887. 

Mi(  "ornuck.  Chas..  college  not  given,  registered  1888. 

.Mil )i  nrdd.  Niliii,  school  not  given,  registered  iS<jO. 

Mueller,  C.  P.,  school  not  given,  registered  lS*jjt. 

Masters,  school  not  given,  registered  1892. 

Murphy,  T.  W..  University  of  Iowa,  registered  1903. 

Miller.  Ci.  ]•..,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  registered  1905. 

Myjis.  W.  H..  Rush  Medical,  registered  1S89. 

.Myers,  l-'rank  L..  Physicians  and  ."burgeons.  Chicago,  registered  188S. 
Xichols,  l-'rank  L..  .schtxil  ni>l  given,  regi.slered  iyoi. 
Oldag.  Geo.  C.  University  of  Iowa,  registered  1912. 
Paul.  C.  S..  school  niit  given,  registered  1886. 
Parker.  K.  W  .  >chool  not  given,  registered  1886. 
Perley.  Ceo.  1'..  >clu»ii'  not  given,  registered  l8o_^. 
Page,  C.  v..  University  oi  Iowa,  registered  m/M- 
Phelps.  C  E.,  University  of  Iowa,  registered  1910. 
Peck,  N.  L.  F.,  school  not  given,  registered  1883. 
Koepke  (i.  S  .  school  inn  given,  registered  1898. 
Rogers,  I-l.  C,  Cx>llege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Chicago,  roistered 
1898. 

Relihan,  H.  (i.,  Xortinv^-stern  Metlical,  registered  lyii. 
Richardson.  E.  E..  University  of  Iowa,  registered  1898. 
Rentz,  C  B.,  Rush  Medical,  registered  1901. 
Searles,  F.  L.,  school  not  given,  registered  1887. 
Smith.  Chas.,  siIiih.I  not  given,  registered  18S7. 
Stewart.  D.  1.,  UilsIi  Medical,  registered  1887. 
Seeley.  W.  A.,  school  not  given,  registered  1890. 
Smith.  E.  E.,  school  not  given,  registered  1892. 
Sigworth,  I).  L..  schocil  not  given,  registered  1893. 
Scott.  II..  L"nisersity  of  I-'dinhurgh,  registered  1894. 
Star,  O.  1'..  I'niversity  <t\  Iowa,  registered  i8<)7. 
Strul)lc.  .\ndrcw.  school  not  given,  regi.stered  i8<)7. 
Sheafer,  E.  W..  school  not  given,  registered  1883. 
Strong,  E.  J.,  school  not  given,  registered  1881. 
Smith,  X.  S.,  school  not  given,  registered  1893. 
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Steele.  T.  v..  school  not  given,  registered  iS'<>**. 
Sch\vai)iand.  W.  T.,  school  not  given,  registered  11/04. 
Sievers.  C.  L.,  Sioux  City  Medical  Collie,  registered  1904. 
Shellensenberger.  E.  S..  Chicago  College  of  Medicine,  registered  1907. 

Stewart.  C.  I' .  Sioux  City  College  of  Medicine,  registered  1908. 
Sherlock.  J.  li..  Indiana  Medical  Colletje.  registered  1910. 
Simon,  John.  Chicago  College  ot  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  registered 
1911. 

Sherbon,  J.  B..  Iowa  University,  registered  191 2. 
Stoner,  A.  P.,  school  not  given,  registered  1891. 

Trover.  I'.  I'..  scIi.hiI  not  given,  registered  1 894. 
Twining.  V..  I'..  Chicago  Medical,  registered  1896, 
V'iers.  S.  M.,  school  not  given,  registered  1886. 
VanDtm,  E.  K..  school  not  given,  registered  1897. 
Warren.  C.  T.,  school  not  given,  registered  1887. 
Woodcock,  W.  P.,  school  not  given,  registered  1887. 
W'erick.  II.  .\.,  school  not  given,  registered  1889. 
W'ilco.N.  C.  school  not  given,  registered  i88«^. 
W'onjeldorf,  J.  M..  school  not  given,  registered  1897. 
Wheeler,  Fred,  school  not  given,  registered  1901. 
Wight.  W.  G.,  University  of  Iowa,  registered  1901. 
West,  C.  C.»  sdiool  not  given,  registered  1880. 

I  cannot  close  this  diapter  without  congratulating  the  laity  upon  its 
intellectual  improvement  relative  to  things  medical.  I  "ads  and  fancies,  ignor- 
ance and  snperstition  are  rapidly  heing  reiilaceil  l)y  a  decent  sort  of  com- 
ni'Mi  ven.se  antl  this  adds  aid  and  pleasure  to  the  work  of  honest  and  intelligent 
|itiy>icians.  Harder  and  harder  will  it  become  for  charlatans,  quacks  and 
half  educated  doctors  to  thrive  parasitically  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people, 
for  this  too  "shall  pass  away."  It  was  not  many  years  ago  that  physicians 
were  graduated  in  two  or  three  years  and  this  short  conrse  resulted  in  one 
phx-ician  to  every  five  liundre<l  and  twenty  jiopnlation  in  Cnilcd  States. 
Through  a  demand  by  the  physicians,  which  extended  throughout  the  entire 
country,  for  a  longer  and  a  higher  plan  of  training  and  education  for  the 
physician,  the  matriculation  in  medical  colleges  has  been  suddenly  and  greatly 
reduced.  Xot  only  this,  but  a  great  many  medical  colleges  have  heen  unable 
to  meet  this  great  deniami  and  have  merged  with  other  medical  institutions 
or  gone  completely  out  of  business.  Dartmouth,  the  fourth  oldest  me<lical 
school  in  America,  could  not  meet  the  demands  and  no  longer  teaches  medi- 
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cine  and  surgery.  It  is  calculated  that  in  1827  there  will  be  only  une  physi- 
cian to  every  two  thousand  two  hundred  pupulation,  where  now  there  is  one 
physician  to  every  Bve  hundred  and  twenty  people  in  the  country.  Thi« 
scarcity  01  physicians  will  be  due  to  medical  coUeges  discontinuing  their  work 
and  a  market!  (lecrca>c  in  imdical  matriculates,  and  to  many  ni  the  iiH-<lical 
students  bccMininf^  weary  ot  the  luni,'  collej^e  fjrind  aiul  giving  up  their  -t'ed- 
ical  studies  and  turning  their  attention  to  other  work,  in  these  circumstances 
there  will  be  without  doubt  a  hardship  worked  upon  both  the  physicians  and 
the  public  in  the  future.  Hence  this  age  is  cryii^  out  for  young  men  to  enter 
the  medical  profession.  \'<jung  men  of  noble  character  and  moral  worth; 
men  with  kirt^e  mental  capacity,  strong,  brave  and  true.  This  class  of  yonnff 
men  are  the  ones  uiu>  arc  to  solve  the  mighty  problems  and  carry  the  yreat 
responsibility  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  future.  Their  work,  problems, 
and  responsibiHties  will  be  much  mightier  than  ours,  the  same  as  ours  of 
today  are  much  greater  than  those  of  the  past.  But  let  us  fear  not  that  these 
young  men  will  meet  the  future  jjrohlems  of  medicine  and  surgery.  I)ravely 
and  cffectuallv.  And  now  upon  the  graves  of  those  physicians  who  ha'.c 
practiced  mctlicuie  >n  O'Brien  county  and  have  joined  the  "great  beyond." 
let  tK  drop  a  tear  and  place  a  flower.  To  those  physiciai^  who  in  O'Brien 
county  are  now  "carryii^  the  cross"  and  "going  about  doing  good."  let  us 
extend  our  gratitude  and  crown  them  with  our  benediction 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


THE  CHURCHES  OF  o'BRIEN  COUNTY. 

With  all  the  hardshijM  endured  by  the  pioneers  of  O'Brien  county,  as  a 
rule  they  did  not  forget  the  duty  they  owed  to  God  and  church  life.  Of 
course,  it  is  not  to  he  supposed  that  all  the  old  pioneers  were  of  any  one 
Christian  faith,  hut  iari,a-  nnmliers  of  those  first  si^ttk-rs  were  members  of 
the  variou.>  reiigiuus  denunnnations,  and  upon  coming  to  the  wilds  of  this 
county  they  did  not  leave  their  religion  behind  them,  but  early  sought  out 
such  churches  as  were  found  in  their  midst  or  assisted  in  organizing  new  ones. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  immediately  on  the  f^round.  as  in  ni<:st 
new  countries  the  (irst  to  nrji^anize,  and  were  zealons  in  ostaltlisliini,'  t  luiril!i> 
in  this  faith  in  \arinus  i)ari>  <it  ihc-  tunnty.  The  other  c;ulrchc•^  etteoted 
organization  as  lapitily  as  a  sulVicicnt  number  oi  any  one  faith  could  get 
ttjgether.  It  was  peculiarly  aiipropriate  to  the  pioneer  idea  that  the  first 
church  building  was  built  of  prairie  sod.  The  several  diurches  in  the  county 
will  be  reviewed  in  their  several  localities. 

MKTlloDlJiM  IN  o'UKlEN  COL  NTV. 

It  perhaps  can  be  truly  said  that  Methodism  is  established  permanently 
in  hy  far  a  lartje  majority  of  the  cities,  towns  and  hamlets  in  the  whole 
United  States.  This  church  now  has  its  h«jme  in  every  township  in  this 
county,  as  it  also  now  has  its  modem  church  building  in  practically  every 
town.  "The  world  is  my  parish,"  is  the  text  of  Methodism.  One  great 
strength  of  this  church  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  evangelistic.  Another  main 
strength  of  this  i^rcal  cbtirch  lies  in  its  itinerant  system.  This,  in  eflfect. 
means  that  cmtv  iluirch  lias  a  pastur  and  every  pastor  has  a  church.  '!"he 
church  conferences  are  so  decisive  in  the  ntanagement  of  its  details  that  the 
church  thus  sees  to  it  that  these  two  results  aire  carried  out.  ".\  million 
for  missions"  was  Bishop  C.  C.  McCabe's  onward  movement  slogan,  and  it 
was  later  fully  adopted  by  tin  whole  church  itself,  which  ga\e  much  more 
than  a  million  per  year.  "W  iKresocvcr  two  or  three  are  tjathered  together 
in  my  name,  there  am  1  in  the  midst  of  them."  has  been  literally  engrafted 
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m  llic-  siHnlua!  rdations  of  its  cvt-ry  church  and  charge.  This  church  has 
searched  out  the  lowly  among  the  by-ways  and  hedges,  and  made  itself  fdt 
in  the  hearts  of  men.  on  the  mission  fields  of  Africa  and  Australia,  in  the 
palace  nt  I'ifth  avenue,  engaged  the  attention  of  those  pnhlic  men  in  all  walks 
ot  life  that  mow  the  nation,  its  Ik-sI  -iiiiritual  uplifts,  and  ada])tcd  itsell'  even 
in  the  homestead  >hanlies  of  northwest  Joua  and  kindred  situations.  John 
Wesley  founded  pioneer  Methodism  in  pioneer  .America  by  coming  to 
America  himself.  The  circuit  rider  and  minister  on  the  smaller  charges 
have  adapted  themselves  with  eipial  religions  heroism  with  the  city  and  metro- 
politan minister.    It  may  be  truly  said  of  Methodism: 

"It  waited  not  for  dome  or  spire. 
It  moved  the  heart  by  living  fire." 

O'Brien  county,  in  its  Methodism,  has  passed  through  this  very  circuit- 
rider  period,  of  tin'  oid  iVtcr  ( 'artwri.ijht  order,  as  likewise  llimuj^di  its 
building  periiid  and  the  jjenuine  enjoyment  of  its  present  lUiHlern  ciuireh 
edifices  now  found  in  each  town.  The  first  .sermon  in  the  county  was  prcachetl 
by  »  Methodist  pioneer  local  minister.  Its  first  inhabitant,  Hannibal  H. 
Watennan,  and  wife  were  Methodists,  and  he  an  old-fashioned  Methodist 
exliorter. 

inasmuch  as  these  first  Methixlist  activities  commenced  in  O'Brien 
county  prior  to  its  organi/.ution  as  such,  even  as  early  as  1858.  and  moved  up 
through  and  held  services  in  homestead  shacks  and  shanties  and  first  school 
houses  through  the  county,  with  several  of  those  early  ministers,  like  Rev. 
C.  W.  Cliffton,  wil  l.  a>  lie  recorded  in  his  diary,  said.  "I  traveled  three 
thousand  miles  and  preached  one  hundred  si  rmons,"  in  1870  in  northwestern 
Iowa,  traveling  with  sinjjle  hugf^y.  on  horseback,  with  old-fashioned  saddle- 
bags, these  sermons  being  preaclied  in  numerou.s  homes  and  school  houses, 
rounding  up  as  a  stationed  minister  in  Primghar  in  1878,  we  must  do  these 
old-time  conditions  credit  for  not  only  keeping  up  the  living  fires  of  Methml- 
isiii.  but  in  holdintr  up  trtie  religion  among  members  of  other  faiths,  and 
there  were  pioneers  of  all  churches  here. 

A  SOD  CHURCH. 

.\s  already  referred  lo.  the  first  chnvcli  in  the  county  was  Imilt  of  the 
native  prairie  tough  ^oil.  on  section  33,  in  Center  town.ship,  in  the  sprins,'  of 
1871.  The  homesteaders  turned  out  in  a  body  with  their  breaking  plows 
and  turned  up  a  lot  of  good  tough,  thick  sod  and  by  united  efforts  soon  had 
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a  s<j<J  building  of  good  .size,  quilc  in  comparison  willi  the  lioincs  of  tlu>se 
constructing  It,  aiul  almost  without  cost,  sa\e  fur  a  few  windows. 

A  Fourth  of  July  celebration  was  held  in  this  church  in  1871  attended 
by  nearly  all  the  first  settlers  from  scvt-n  to  ten  miles  around,  it  being  a 
liaskit  |)ionic.  Daniel  Bysom  is  tlic  only  homesteader  still  residing  in  the 
t<>\\ii>hip  on  his  homestead,  wlio  aided  in  hnildini^  tlii>  ctnirch.  Oliver 
liivans,  another  old  huniesieader  in  this  town>hii>.  was  present  at  thi>  celebra- 
tion. He  had  just  been  bade  to  New  Yotk  and  got  nurried  and  was  tliefe 
with  his  bride,  wearuig  their  wedding  clothes.  That  evening  they  all  re- 
liaired  to  Capt.  Robert  C.  Tifft's  homestead  shanty  and  wound  up  the  cele- 
bration with  a  jolly  pioneer  party.  This  sikI  chitrch  was  built  in  a  manner 
like  the  old  fashioned  "raising  bee"  in  a  tinilK*retl  country,  substituting  the 
sod  for  the  logs.  It  was,  however,  truly  a  church  edifice.  Lunch  baskets 
were  brought  by  these  pioneers,  but  the  cannon  and  firecracker  were  absent. 
It  was  indeed  a  "sane  Fourth,"  now  so  much  written  about.  The  church 
and  state  and  pioneer  were  all  re])reseiited  in  real  siin])licity.  Kev.  C.  W. 
C'lifTton.  of  the  Methodi.st  Mpi>ci>i)al  church.  i)reacheil  in  this  S(hI  church  ilur- 
ing  tliat  year,  the  first  sermons  with  simply  the  rafters  on  and  the  window 
sash  without  glass.  At  this  celebration  this  was  the  situation,  and  many  old 
settlers  there  on  that  day  say  it  was  literally  true  that  Rev.  Qilfton  had  nearly 
as  many  holes  in  his  clothes  and  his  shoes  as  there  were  in  the  windows  and 
nK)f  f>f  that  sod  church.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  hearers  did  not  attend 
with  either  top  buggies,  or  automobiles,  or  in  broadclotii. 

FIRST  SERMON  PBEACHED  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

leather  Janies  llicknell  preached  the  first  sermon  in  O'Brien  county  at 
Old  O'Brien,  probal)ly  in  1858.  He  is  a  Methodist  lCpi.scoi)al  local  preacher 
and  still  living.  He  resided  for  many  years  with  his  son,  J.  J.  Bicknell,  near 
Peterson  in  Clay  county,  and  was  well  known  in  the  early  years  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  He  was  himself  a  pioneer  of  the  genuine  quality,  and 
fully  understood  the  pioneer  life  in  Iowa. 

EARLY  METHODISM  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Wherever  in  the  history  of  the  I'nited  State->  the  pioneer  has  built  his 
first  hut  or  shanty,  there  a  Methodist  preacher  lias  been  on  hand  rctidy  to 
preach  in  private  house,  hut,  school  house  or  sod  church,  anywhere.  We 
have  already  given  an  account  of  the  first  sod  church,  the  first  settler,  and 
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first  ^^erm«)n.  cacli  Mctln  Kli-t.  Tins  duirch.  coverinfj  the  whole  pioneer 
period,  will,  ot  neccssii).  liavc  .soincwiiai  ihe  larger  space  in  this  chapter, 
though  other  churches  did  a  full  part  as  time  moved  on. 

In  1858  a  mission  was  formed  known  as  the  Little  Sioux  mission,  ex- 
teiidinp  from  Spirit  I.akc  to  Cherokee,  witli  Rev.  O.  S,  Wright  as  pastor  and 
Re\ .  (leor<,a'  C'lityurd  prcsidiiis;  cider.  The  appointments  were  Pilot  Rock 
and  C  ht  t< iki'f,  in  (.  lurokce  county.  I.on^  (irtni-  (  hcin^'  I'ctiTson.  wht-re  the 
Waterman  family  first  attended),  Ok<jlx)ji  and  Spirit  Lake  and  other  ]>!aces 
from  time  to  time.  During  this  year  Rev.  Wright  received  forty  dollars  from 
the  missionary  fund  and  twenty-seven  dollars  from  the  brethren  on  the 
circuit. 

.\t  that  time.  iSCkj.  there  was  not  even  a  school  honsc  on  the  entire 
charge,  and  services  were  necessarily  held  in  private  houses.  Hannibal 
Waterman  attended  his  services.  In  1859-60-61-6.2  Cherokee  and  Peterson 
were  left  without  a  supply,  but  in  1863  were  included  in  the  Smithland  mis- 
sion. Rev.  Seymour  Snyder,  durini;  1863-64,  was  the  regular  minister  who 
preached  in  Old  O'lJri'ti.  Ili^  \\"rk  extended  from  U])  in  Minnestaa  to 
I'eterson.  Ilf  -latud  thai  he  preached  in  t\\n  ■states  antl  seven  counties,  lie 
carried  his  I'.ilile,  nlle  and  hymn  book  as  comi»anions  and  was  ready  to  ex- 
pound the  gospel  from  each.  In  1865  White  school  house,  Beuna  Vista,  Old 
O'Brien.  Cherokee  and  Pilot  Rock  were  each  supplied  by  Rev.  R.  S.  Hawks. 
In  1867  Rev.  \V.  \V.  Mallory  filled  the  !M<  r>on  circuit,  which  inchtded  Old 
( )  r.ri»'n.  with  Rev,  W.  Mc("ain  as  prcsiclin;.;  elder  and  Hannibal  Waterman  as 
recording  steward.  \\  illiam  R.  I'itt  and  Rouse  11  Crego  were  licensed  to 
preach  at  the  third  quarterly  meeting  of  that  year  and  Mr.  Waterman  at  the 
fourth.  In  iSfiS  and  1869  Rev.  lliomas  Whitely  had  pastoral  charge  of  the 
Peterson  circuit,  with  Rev.  J.  W.  Ladd  as  presiding  elder. 

In  i8r)()-7o.  Rev  C.  W.  C'liffton  was  the  i)astor  and  lived  with  his 
family  in  a  loft.  A  <|uarterly  meetin;^  held  at  Ohl  O'Brien  October  2. 
i8<xj.  He  then  held  a  protracted  nuctuig.  .\n  old  record  says  that  there 
was  a  "general  awakening,  but  few  conversions."  A  parsonage  was  under- 
taken at  Old  O'Brien,  but  failed.  During  this  year  Rouse  B.  Cr^o  was 
compelled  to  withdraw  on  accoimt  of  drunkenness.  It  was  in  the  record  tor 
thi>  year,  iS-o.  that  Ue\  Cliffinii  iiinkes  this  entry:  "I  traveled  three  tlion- 
>and  miles  and  preached  one  hundred  sermons."  This  year  Old  O  Hrien 
was  included  in  the  Fort  Dodge  district.  During  the  conference  year  of 
1870-71  Old  O'Brien  was  included  in  the  Sioux  City  district,  Des  Moines 
conference,  with  Rev.  Bennett  Mitchell  as  presiding  elder.   During  this  year 
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Re\-.  riiflffon  nrpfanized  a  church  ami  class  in  each  of  four  schiwl  houses, 
nanielv  :  Ward's  scliool  house,  tiiuc-  inenil)er.s;  Rowland's,  six  members; 
Husted's  six  members,  and  Bascom's,  fourteen. 

It  is  difticult  to  gather  from  the  records  the  exact  times  of  each  pastor, 
but  tluring  years  of  1872-73-74  Rev.  Qiffton  and  Rev.  Lothian  preached, 
and  pndialtly  I.othian  was  the  rej^ular  pastor,  and  still  known  as  the  Peterson 
circuit.  At  all  t-vcnts.  Rev.  l.otliian  makes  this  «ieneral  entry  in  his  church 
record,  "tiuit  nuich  goixl  work  was  done  in  O'Brien.  Ouite  a  number  of 
Methodist  people  settled  near  center  of  county  and  in  1873  the  county  seat 
was  moved  from  O'Brien  to  a  new  town  caUed  Primghar  in  the  get^^phical 
center  of  the  county."  This  difference  of  dates  of  the  moving  of  the  count}' 
seat  probably  arisen  fn'iii  the  fact  that  the  records  did  not  all  arrive  at  once, 
and  this  entry  was  roundc<l  up  as  the  result  of  a  year's  work. 

During  the  cojiference  year  of  1874-75  Rev.  J.  K.  Cohcnour  was  pastor 
ami  took  in  fifteen  members  in  Center  township.  A  parsonage  was  begun 
and  paid  for  except  a  mortgage  for  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  Tlie 
parson  recites  this  truism  in  the  record:  "It  was  a  g<x>d  thing  to  have  the 
parsonage,  but  a  i)ad  thing  to  have  a  debt."* 

Rev.  Lharles  W.  W  iley  was  sent  on  for  the  conference  year  1875-76 
and  forty  dolhirs  was  paid  on  the  parsonage  debt  and  title  to  the  church  lots 
seatred.  William  Gark  Green  and  James  Roberts,  who  laid  out  Primghar, 
donated  lots  for  church  ptirposes.  l-"or  the  confcrcnt  :ir  1876-77  Rev. 
Tanie<  S.  Zeij^'ler  filled  the  cl;:ir;,'e.  He  found  the  people  in  the  midst  of  the 
gra->>ho]);ier  >tourf.';e  aii<l  much  cast  down,  twelve  l)ein.t;  received  on  |)roliation 
and  as  many  tlismisseil.  being  comi>elled  to  leave  on  account  of  the  grass- 
hoppers. 

Rev.  C.  W.  GifTion  was  appointed  by  the  conference  for  the  year  1877- 

78,  In  187H  the  Milwaukee  railroad  was  btu'lt.  and  the  then  new  town  of 
Sanborn  was  unite<I  with  Primghar  in  one  charge  with  l\ev.  W'.  11.  Drake 
as  pastor.  The  (ir.st  prc;jching  place  at  Sanborn  was  at  the  residence  of 
Hiram  Algycr,  who  had  just  removed  to  Sanborn  from  Primghar.  The  next 
spring  the  waiting  room  of  the  depot  at  Sanborn  was  tendered  and  occupied 
as  a  place  for  church  service.  The  first  member^  at  Sanbom  were  Ira 
r.ra-.bears.  a  "Supernumerary,  Jacol)  Wolf  .-ukI  wife.  Patience  Daniels.  Mary 
Xeece  and  Nancy  lUuikheart.  In  early  sununcr  of  1X79  the  service  was 
changed  lo  the  then  new  school  house,  which  later  on  was  William  Marker's 
residence.  Rev.  W.  H.  Drake,  who  had  acquired  quite  a  reputation  as  a 
church  builder,  that  year  erected  two  church  buildings,  one  at  Sanborn  and 
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one  at  Prinighar.  l-Jesides  being  a  preacher,  he  was  a  t,'  !.  nl  mechanic,  and 
himself  made  a  full  hand  at  all  clashes  of  work,  carr\  ing  murtar  carpenter 
and  doing  all-around  work  and  preached  on  Sunday.    He  was  followed  by 

Rev.  Bcebe  for  the  conference  year  18S0-81.  This  brings  the  Methodist 
church  up  from  Old  O'llricn  to  friTU^har,  thnaigh  the  several  school  house; 
with  its  connection  willi  Sanhorn  in  1878  and  then  separation.  The  lurlher 
church  history  oi  each  town  will  be  found  under  its  own  head. 

TRIKITV  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CUURCII.  PRIMGHAR. 

Inasmuch  as  a  goodly  number  ot  the  first  residents  of  i'rimghar  in  1872 
had  moved  up  with  the  coimty  seat  from  Old  O'Brien,  and  as  many  of  the 
first  ministers  in  the  cuimty  located  there  preached  in  the  several  school  houses 

between  tlu-  iwn  plruc-  we  will  treat  it  as  one  contimious  county-seat  Meth- 
odist church  Inasmuch  also  as  for  the  tir>.t  (if teen  years  this  was  practically 
the  only  cliurcii  ni  the  county,  will  form  the  reas«m  tor  giving  it  larger  space 
than  some  of  the  other  churches  in  the  county. 

All  the  south  part  of  the  county  was  for  twenty  years.  1 858-1 878,  a  part 
of  a  very  extensive  circuit  and  included  in  what  was  called  the  Little  Sioux 
Mission,  and  was  served  In  the  fullowini;;  ministers:  Rev.  O.  S.  Wrijiht, 
1805-00-67:  Rev.  Seymour  Snyder,  1803-04;  Rev.  R.  S.  Hawk,  18O5-66-67; 
Rev.  W.  W.  Mallory,  1807:  Rev.  Thomas  Whitely,  1869;  Rev.  C.  W.  Cliff- 
ton.  1870-71:  Rev.  John  W.  Lothian,  1872;  Rev.  C.  W.  Wiley,  1873;  Rev. 
J.  E.  Cohenour,  1874-75:  Rev.  J.  W.  Wiley,  1875-76;  Rev.  James  S.  Zeigler, 
1877;  Rev.  C.  W.  ClifTton.  1S7S. 

iVimghar  was  plalttd  and  laid  out  as  a  t.nvn  and  l>ecanie  the  county 
seat  in  187J,  and  became  a  charge  in  1878,  with  Rev.  \\ .  H.  Drake  as  pastor. 

It  was  during  the  two  years'  pastorate  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Drake  that  the 
first  church  building  was  built  at  a  cost  of  om  thousand  dollars  not  including 
the  value  of  the  personal  labor  .  Drake  hitnself.    Kev.  Drake  was  an 

all-around  carpenter,  mason,  and  indeed  any  and  all  other  work  needed  and 
he  in  fact  i)Ut  in  much  of  that  year.  Presiding  Elder  (."I'arson")  Lozier 
dedicated  the  church  in  October,  1879. 

Rev.  A.  J.  fieebe  was  pastor  for  one  year  from  conference  to  confer- 
ence, 1880-81,  followed  by  Rew  S.  C.  Basconi  for  two  years,  1881-83. 

On  Jtine  -;4,  t88^.  a  de>;fructi\e  cycloiu-  passed  thriniijh  the  town  and 
complete!)-  demolished  this  tiist  chinch  hnildinc:  and  scattered  its  debris  for  a 
mile  and  more.  The  church  i)eople  then  went  back  into  the  school  house, 
as  they  had  done  prior  to  1879. 
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Rf\ .  Ilu,i;li  I  lay  tull(p\vf(l  inr  tlu-  year'-  iSS^-S^.  Rev.  Mr.  Scarlcs,  a 
Miiiuf^  sluileiit,  Mi|>|ilk*(|  I'liini  tilt.'  citiii'crcncf  in  inS;  uiuil  April,  1886,  when 
he  ^c^iglK•^i  on  accuunt  ut  ill  licalUi.  Rev.  A.  King  tilled  mit  that  year  and 
was  reappotntetl  for  the  y«ar  1886-87.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  the 
second  church  building  was  erected  at  cost  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars.  This  building  was  s(»ld  in  1900  to  the  Catholic  church,  which  they 
reniovetl  to  the  s<ji.Uh  ))art  of  town  and  has  been  since  occupied  by  them. 

After  the  above  date  from  dales  of  conferences  usually  held  in  Uct(»ber 
and  until  1903,  the  following  pastors  served  the  church:  Rev.  J.  \V.  Lent, 
1887-89;  Rev.  A.  A.  Marcy;  1889-91;  Rev.  R.  K.  Calloway,  1891-94;  Rev. 
H.  L.  Shoemaker,  1894-95:  Rev.  E.  G.  Keith.  1895-97;  Rcv-  M.  Phoenix, 
1897- 1  <KM 

Tlu-  ]irfsent  church  was  built  under  tin-  pa>toratr  <<i  i'liiKiiix.  Rev. 

Dr.  Ives,  ui  Xew  York.  (Ie<licated  it  September  lo,  n/io,  at  a  cost  of  the 
buildit^  of  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars. 

The  following  pastors  then  served :  Rev.  W.  O.  Tompkins,  1903-07; 
Rev.  F.  F.  Case.  1007- 10:  K'ev.  Charles  S.  Burnett,  1910-12:  Rev.  Thomas 
.Andrew,  i<)IJ.  and  is  the  present  pastor. 

Its  list  of  presiding  elders  <,now  district  superintendents)  have  been 
Rev.  George  Clifford.  Rev.  W.  McCain.  Rev.  J.  W.  Ladd.  Rev.  Bennett 
Mitchell,  Rev.  Glass,  Rev.  Chaplain  Jesse  Cole.  Rev.  J.  6.  Trimble,  Rev. 
Hugh  Hay.  Rev.  J.  I..  C.illeas  and  Rev.  .\.  1)  McBurney. 

Its  Snnd.iy  .school  <uperiiuendcnls  lia\e  been  Daniel  liysom.  J.  H.  W'ulf. 
Joseph  .Metcalf.  William  .\rcher.  .\.  E.  Hatch.  Waller  lionaih  and  Herman 
Bonath. 

Its  church  ofliciary  for  1914  is  as  follows:   Bishop.  Frank  M.  Bristol; 

district  su]H'rimciulent.  Rev.  A.  I).  McBurne\  :  ])astor.  Rev.  Thomas  Andrew; 
Sunday  solinn!  siiperinten<lent.  Herman  Pionatb ;  or<,'anisi.  Rntb  F.iltle; 
chorister,  Ralph  Langley;  treasurer,  J.  L.  M.  Peck;  secretary.  J,  H.  Wolf. 

M.XRTLEY  M.  E.  CHURCH. 

The  .\letho(li>^t  l'.i)isco]ial  clmnli  at  Hartley  was  organized  In  Rev. 
Frank  E.  Drake  in  June.  1880.  with  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  .\llen  Crossan  and  .Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  M.  (jano  as  members  of  the  first  da-ss.  .A  church  building  was 
erected  in  1882.  costing  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars:  it  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  i)resent  church,  anfl  served  its  purpose  until  i8<)4j.  wl'en  the  new 
red-pressed  brick  edilice.  trinuned  in  stone,  was  f!e<!icated  on  Decemlier  17th 
of  that  year.    Its  ccst  was  about  fourteen  lh«nt.sand  dollars.     The  total  value 
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placcfl  i>n  thi-^  luday  is  eis'liteen  thousand  dollars.  The  first  par^ mafje  was 
on  ihc  lot  south  of  the  EvangcHcal  church..  In  1888  the  present  huUding  \va> 
erected  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  dollars.  In  November,  1913.  the  mem- 
bership of  this  church  was  one  htmdred  and  eighty-five.   The  pastors  who 

have  served  this  church  are  as  follows:  Re\  s.  I"..  1'..  Drake.  1S80:  S.  A.  R. 
Crooni.  iSSo-Sj:  K  L.  Stephen^.  i^Xj-S.};  \  \,  Sliessler.  1SS4-86;  R.  J. 
Havenporl.  188(1-87;  .1.  SI  J-oihian,  \}<i<y-i<S:  W.  \\  .  lirouii.  1889:  C.  13. 
W  inters.  1889-91;  Levi  Jarvis,  li^yi-yj;  \V.  \V.  McCiuire.  1*^93-94;  F.  \V. 
Ginn.  1894-98;  D.  A.  McBumey.  i8r]^i90i;  O.  S.  Bryan,  1901-03;  L.  H. 
Woodworth,  1903-04;  W  illiam  Whitfield.  nKi4-<\=;:  W'  M.  Ayers,  1905-06; 
Ira  Aldrich.  ii)i-)(i-oy:  C.  E.  iJovden,  i()07-o8:  J,  I".  Hunter.  i(>(;8-09:  G.  R. 
Gilbert.  1909-13:  II.  C.  Xe^sen  came  in  the  fall  nf  1913  ami  is  still  pastor. 

Of  all  the  early  olHciaU  of  this  church,  there  were  onl\  two  living  in 
19 13,  and  one  of  these  was  J.  S.  Welister. 

SHELDON  M.  £.  CHUKCH. 

At  Sheldon  the  Methodist  episcopal  church  was  ot^ganized  in  the  pioneer 
days  of  the  town.   The  story  goes  that  the  first  sermon  preached  in  the  town 

by  a  Methodist  minister  was  by  Rev.  Ira  Brashears  in  iHjj.  in  the  depot  of 
the  C  hicago.  St.  I'aul.  Minneapolis  iK:  ( )niaha  railroad.  The  first  class  was 
formed  in  1873  l»y  Rev.  J.  Slarkey.  who  l)ecanie  the  first  pastor  of  the  church. 
Meetings  were  held  in  the  school  house  on  Fourth  avenue,  later  in  a  hall  over 
the  drug  store  on  Main  street.  In  1881  the  first  church  building  was  erected 
where  the  present  church  now  stands.  Among  the  early  pastors  were  Revs. 
.Starkey.  Regby.  HoQgh.  Hastings.  P.ryan.  Edgar.  When  the  first  huilding 
ua-.  to  he  dedicated  it  was  understood  that  C  haplain  Met  al>e  (later  the  f;rcat. 
wic'ely  known  bishop)  was  tu  be  on  hand  to  dedicate,  but  he  failed  to  get  the 
letter  and  Pastor  Edgar,  of  Sheldon,  went  ofif  to  Hull  to  preach,  and  while 
gone  McCabe  arrived  on  a  freight  train  Saturday  night  and  raised  the  town 
and  dcli\  cred  his  jxipular  lecture  on  "Libby  Prison."  and  at  the  close  broached 
the  church  (|uestifin  and  on  the  spot  raised  a  subscription  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  on  the  ilebt.  So  when  the  pastor  came  home  he  foiuid 
.McCabe  had  come  and  gone  to  another  point  where  he  had  a  church  to  dedi- 
cate. This  was  during  the  summer  of  1880.  In  1889  ground  was  broken 
and  on  August  jj.  i8<;9.  the  corner  stone  was  laid,  and  on  March  25,  1900. 
the  J)resent  buildini;  wa^-  iKdicatcd  l)y  P>.  I.  Ives,  Rev.  H.  (1.  ranii)bell  heiui,' 
the  loc-al  pastor  at  the  time.  Later  ])astors  were  Revs.  Hurdick.  (."r>ok.  Lace. 
Suckow.  Middlekolf.  (.  arr,  I'ruwn.  Kennedy.  Artman,  Cocrane,  McKee, 


Digitized  by  Google 


O  BKIEX  AM>  U.SCKOLA  COl  NTIES,  IOWA. 


*  Campbell,  Bassett,  Wasser  and  tlie  present  pastor.  Rev.  J.  J.  Bushnell.  D.  D. 
The  ]>re>cnt  value  of  the  church  property  is  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
Total  incinlierstiip  is  three  hundred  sixty-six:  Kpworth  enrollment,  one  hun- 
dred; average  in  Sunday  school.  t\v«>  hundred  fifty. 

The  presiding  ciders  and  district  superintendents  have  been:  Revs. 
Bennett  Mitchell,  L.  S.  Hart.sough.  James  Williams.  John  H.  Lozier,  Glearon. 
Jesse  Cole.  Trimhle.  Kasttngs.  Yetter,  Hay,  Gilleas  and  the  present  incum- 
beni.  Rev.  D.  A.  McBumey. 

CAI,r.\IRT  M.  E.  CHURCH. 

rile  Ml  (In '<|i~t  church  at  ("aluniet  was  orjjjini/ed  soon  after  the  town 
started  and  in  iS<>i  a  neat  irauK-  huilding  was  erected.  What  is  now  known 
as  the  Calumet  charge  consists  of  two  churches,  one  in  town  and  one  in  the 
country,  with  a  total  membership  of  eighty-three. 

ARCHER  CHURCHES. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  .Archer  was  organized  in  1896,  and 
wa»  made  up  in  part  of  members  from  those  who  had  belonged  to  the  Baker 

class,  known  as  the  T'liilhy  church,  then  attached  to  Paullina.  and  in  part 
of  tneiuKcrs  troin  the  l-.pworth  or  what  was  known  as  the  Toothacre  church 
in  Carroll,  and  in  part  by  the  citi;;ens  of  Archer.  A  conunodious  church 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a  parsonage,  at 
a  cost  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  shown  by  the  conference  re- 
ix)rts  The  pa.stors  thus  far  have  been  :  Revs.  C.  E.  Van  Horn.  J.  X.  Lis- 
coiiih.  \.  I,.  Tainter,  Rt\  .  h'arnhain.  V.  W.  Wilson.  A.  D.  Hastings.  \\  .  H. 
1-lint,  F.  G.  Cox.  .S.  I..  Kddy.  A.  W.  Hunter.  E.  F.  Lovett.  K.  L,  Mitchell 
and  Thonia-s  Hill.  It  has  a  present  nienil>ership  of  fifty-eight.  The  Baker 
or  Pbilby  church  referred  to  is  situated  six  miles  to  the  south  and  west  of 
Archer.  The  first  church  building  at  this  point  was  blown  down  by  a  cyclone 
a  number  of  years  ago.  This  Baker  church  is  served  by  the  pastor  at  Archer 
by  alternating  services  morning  and  afternoon  and  evening. 

PAULLINA  M.  E.  CHURCU. 

At  Paullina  tin  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  has  been 
written  up  as  foll(>ws  by  David  .\lgyer: 

(Note — It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  book  containing  the  early 
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records  of  the  cluirch  has  lucii  lust,  and  tlie  fi)llo\vinR  is  supplied  from 
memory  by  W.  W.  Dehiiai;*.-,  oik-  ot  tlic  < iri^anizrrs  of  the  clnirdi. ) 

The  Methodist  EpiscojKil  church  of  I'auUitia  was  organized  al  a  meet- 
ing of  members  of  the  church  who  had  come  from  various  organiaations  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Mar\m  in 
Octoljer.  1883.  aliout  ten  memliers  htinj^  present,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Fancher. 
pasiur  of  (he  Mi  thudist  f'.piscopal  clmrcli  at  Priinj^har.  olliciatinfj,  and  ainontj 
the  first  membership  were  the  following  named  pet^plc:  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\ . 
W.  Delmage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  C.  Howard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  iknjaniin  Bazely. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  L.  Rerick  and  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Marvin. 

Most  of  that  lit'le  i,'rou])  !ia\e  t^one  over  to  the  Beyond,  but  the  solemn 
iniprfssi(^ns  "rained  that  day  from  tlie  renewed  vows  of  the  little  Iiand  al\\a\< 
remaimd  to  life  s  latest  day  with  those  who  are  gone,  and  with  those  remain- 
ing with  us  yet. 

The  chtu'di  was  for  a  time  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  Fancher. 
after  which  Rev.  R.  Day  filled  the  pulpit,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Re%-. 

Levi  Jar\  is.  tlu  n  came  Rev.  W.  X.  Dunham,  folloucd  by  Rev.  Fred  Ginn. 
and  he  by  Rev.  rimiiKis  ("arson,  then  by  Rev.  1,.  S.  Troutman.  Rev.  (i.  1*. 
Hathaway.  Rev.  J.  .McLalTrey.  Rev,  tieorge  Kidder,  Rev.  J.  Skaggs.  Rev. 
L.  H.  McKay,  Rev.  J.  R.  Magee.  Rev.  R.  L.  Sttiart,  Rev.  E.  M.  Glasgow, 
Rev.  G.  Smith  and  by  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  B.  F.  Thomas. 

In  the  year  1889  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected  and.  bein^  im- 
proved from  time  to  time.  now  a  commodious  house  of  worship,  that 
would  lie  a  cre<lil  to  aii\  c< iiiiniuiiit\ . 

The  tirst  iMXird  of  trustees  »ii  the  church  was  made  up  ot  the  lolltminy 
named  members:  W.  W.  Delmage,  B.  C.  Howard.  Benjamin  Bazely.  I.  L. 
Reridc  and  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Marvin.  The  value  of  the  church  property,  in- 
cluding parsonage  is  twelve  thousand  dollar^  The  membership  of  the 
church  at  this  writing  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  The  present  Imard 
of  .stewards  are  as  follows:  \\ .  \\  .  Uehnage,  J.  R.  Lulp.  H.  G.  Culp. 
Geoi^e  W.  Smith,  George  Raw,  R.  W.  Yoimg,  \V.  J.  Ullman.  John  Ginger. 
M.  L.  Peteriton  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Young,  and  the  present  board  of  trustees 
are  H.  G.  C'ul]),  (leortje  Raw,  \V.  J.  I'llman.  Jacob  Ginger,  R.  W.  Voimg, 
Georjje  W.  Smith,  J.  R.  (.'nip  and  r.eor;,'e  W.  Harris. 

The  ladies  of  the  .Metlnidisl  I'.piNci ipal  cliiirch.  Iiy  and  tliroujih  their  or- 
ganization known  as  the  Helping  Hand  Society,  has  been  a  great  aid  to  the 
church  and  a  great  factor  for  good  in  the  commimity,  always  looking  after 
the  comfort  of  the  sick  and  helping  the  destitute,  lending  sympathy  to  the 
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discouraged  and,  in  ways  that  women  only  know,  rendering  assistance  where 
it  is  most  needed. 

At  Sanborn  the  Methodist  churdi  has  a  membership  of  ninety-6ve:  its 
church  property  vahiation  is  eleven  thmisand  fno  hundred  dollars;  number 
of  Sunday  school  scholars,  one  hundred  and  thirty. 

At  Sutherland  the  church  lias  a  nietnhtrship  ot  one  hundrctl  and  fifty- 
six;  value  of  church  property,  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  num- 
ber attendance  in  Sunday  school,  one  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

There  are  several  points  in  this  county  where  churches  exist  of  this 
denomination  not  aluno.  as  fads  havi-  not  hcen  furnislied. 

An  early-day  Mcthixhst  Kpiscopal  church  was  huilt  and  organized  in 
W'atennan  t<nvnship.  It  is  known  as  the  Highland- Waterman  Methixlist 
Episcopal  church  and  was  incoqiorated  November  9,  i88q.  It  was  incor- 
porated by  J.  Cole,  president;  A.  £.  Randall,  secretary,  and  William  Gilbert, 
J.  II.  Bruner,  M.  S.  Draper.  David  Patrick  and  Aaron  Bradstreet.  trustees. 

Tlie  name  of  this  church  illustrates  the  early  pioneer  conditions.  i  he 
two  townships,  though  only  cornering  to  each  other  and  nearly  twenty  miles 
to  or  from  extreme  comers,  were  then  all  one  neighborhood.  In  those  days 
a  five-mile  neighbor  was  a  very  near  neighbor.  Thus  were  the  early  settlers 
wi  Iddl  together  by  church,  family  and  neighlwrly  ties.  Though  the  day  of 
the  old  circuit  rider  is  past,  these  country  churches  rally  in  memory  much 
that  is  sacred. 

MONETA  CHURCH.  ; 

The  Methodist  Epi.scopal  church  of  Moneta  wa-  incorporatcti  Taiuiar\ 
i(\  !(^3.  hy  Charles  H.  ("dlhy.  I\  11.  Howard,  P.  C  Keith,  E.  E.  Dodge 
and  W.  H.  I'heteplace  as  trustees  and  ofhcials. 

In  the  very  early  day  there  was  erected  a  very  neat  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  on  the  northwest  comer  of  section  12,  in  Carroll  township,  and 
known  as  the  (  Charles  W. )  Timthacre  church.  It  has  been  supplied  at  times 
from  Sheldon  and  at  limes  the  .\reiier,  Baker  or  Philby  and  this  Toothacre 
church  have  heen  served  by  tlie  same  pastor. 

There  are  >everal  items  that  in  later  years  tend  to  nnhlaic  aj;ain>t  the 
country  churches.  First,  they  are  not  often  strong  enough  to  fully  sup|M)rt 
a  pastor  themselves.  Seomd,  the  automobile  now  takes  the  churchgoer  into 
town  in  half  an  hour.  .\  third  condition  also  exists  in  O'Brien  county. 
We  had  twelve  town-;  and  scarcely  a  farmer  but  lives  within  seven  or,  at 
most,  ten  miles  from  anv  town. 
(21) 
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The  llighiand  Mclliadisl  Episcopal  church,  built  on  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  section  28,  Watemian  township,  was  built  in  the  year  1893.  Rev. 
Charles  Artman  preached  here  some  in  1886.  In  the  autumn  of  1886  Rev. 
J.  M.  \\'<K)lery  came  and  preached  and  organized  a  church  called  the  Broad 
Street  appointment  on  the  Peterson  ciiarpe.  Meeting^s  were  held  in  the 
scho<jl  house  until  the  church  was  Imilt.  The  church  was  dedicated  in  the 
autumn  of  1893  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Cocliran.  Rev.  G.  W.  Barnes  being  pastor  in 
charge.  They  were  transferred  to  the  Sutherland  chai:ge  in  the  year  1889, 
then  to  the  Calumet  charge,  in  the  year  1909. 

COKGKEGATIONAL  CHLKCHES. 
By   Rev.   B.  J.  Bl|«de8. 

As  to  the  exact  date  of  tlie  I>eginning  of  t'ongregationalism  in  the 
county,  history  i-,  silent,  i  he  first  orgainzed  body  liad  its  birth  in  Grant 
township  on  the  9th  day  of  October,  1871,  when  a  few  earnest  souls  who 
had  been  worshiping  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Covqr  concluded 
that  the  time  was  ripe  for  the  formation  of  a  church.  Acting  on  this  con- 
viction, a  council  of  ministers  and  lay  delegates  from  Congregational 
churches  in  the  "Sioux  country,"  was  called  lor  the  i)ur]X)se  of  considering 
the  advisability,  and.  if  found  expedient,  to  effect  such  organization.  .After 
due  investigation  and  prayerful  deliberation  a  vote  supporting  the  aiKnnative 
was  taken,  and  the  First  Congregational  church  of  O'Brien  county  was  or- 
ganized on  the  above  date. 

Tliis  was  the  heroic  stage  in  the  religious  life  of  the  people  of  the 
county.  Poverty,  privation  and  hardship  of  one  sort  and  another  greatly 
retarded  the  prc^ess  of  organized  Christianity.  These  worthy  pioneers, 
being  poor  in  purse  and  limited  in  means,  were  unable  to  erect  a  house  of 
worship  at  once,  and  for  five  years  or  thereabout.^  the  school  Jiouse  of  the 
district  was  the  sanctuary.    The  year  witnessed  the  ereetion  of  the  first 

Congregational  clnirch  building  in  the  county,  later  incorporated  as  the 
First  Congregalionai  church  of  Grant  township.  Circumstances  ajid  ele- 
ments seemed  to  conspire  against  this  child  of  the  prairie,  and  seek  its  over- 
throw. First  was  the  scourge  of  grasshoppers  which  decimated  and  de- 
pleted the  population  until  fmly  one  member  remained.  Mother  Slack,  and 
she  alone,  and  single-handed,  perpetuated  the  organisation.  The  "hoppers 
broke  up  the  church  and  a  cyclone  struck  the  building,  still  she  would  not 
give  up.  At  length  the  pest  subsided  and  iHople  returned  to  the  neighbor- 
hood and  thought  it  well  to  oiganize  another  churdi,  and  for  this  purpose 
another  council  was  called.  Mother  Slack  objected  to  the  new  oiganization, 
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for,  said  she,  "There  is  a  church  here  now.*'  "Well,  where  is  the  church?" 
"I  am  it,"  she  replied.  "Well,  would  it  not  be  better  to  disband  and  form 
anew?"  "I'll  never  disband."  she  said,  and  so  she  stood  up  and  took  a 
dozen  menilwrs  into  the  i<\<]  rlmrcli.  ami  prc-crved  its  "historic  continuity." 
and  the  earlier  date  is  rccogiiizctl  in  our  inimiles.  This  was  one  of  the  five 
churches  which  united  to  form  the  Sioux  association,  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  state  today,  only  one  other  having  as  many  churches  within  its  bounds. 
Two  words,  sacrifice  and  helpfulness,  characterized  this  church  from  the 
beginning.  Sacrifice  in  service  and  helpfulness  where  opportiinit>'  afiforded. 
Indeed  the  organic  identity  of  thi>  chiinh  was  lost  to  the  world  through 
service  to  otliers,  the  principal  Ijeneticiary  beuig  the  Congregational  church 
of  Prhnghar,  a  child  of  this  mother  church,  for  the  making  of  which  the 
Grant  church  furnished  a  splendid  quota  of  men  and  women,  several  of 
whom  are  still  active  in  Christian  service  and  constitute  a  substantial  part  of 
the  mcnihtrship  of  the  lattt-r  iiaim-d  body.  Lost  in  name,  it  still  lives  in  in- 
fluence and  spirit,  and  Congrcgationalists  all  over  the  county  honor  the  name 
and  bless  the  memory  of  the  Grant  Congregational  church. 

Other  Congregational  churches  were  organized  at  Sheldon,  Primghar 
and  Gaza,  each  in  the  order  recorded.  And  thus,  from  this  modest  begin- 
ning, we  have  the  Congregfationalism  of  today  as  it  obtains  in  O'Eirien 
county.  .\  brief  historical  sketch  of  each  organization  and  its  work  fol- 
lows this  article. 

naST  CONGRBGA-nOKAI.  CHURCH  OF  PRIMGHAR. 

Twenty-six  years  ago  this  month  (March,  1014)  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church  of  Primghar  was  organized  with  fifteen  charter  members. 
Previous  to  this  the  spiritual  life  of  the  town  was  centered  in  the  Methodist 
church,  the  sole  representative  of  organized  Christianity  in  the  town.  On 
March  <S.  18S8.  ei},'hl  (  ongrcir.it  i<  inalists  gathered  at  the  home  of  Rice 
Reader,  "a  man  sent  from  ( iod :"  a  man  chosen  of  God  to  do  a  foundation 
work  in  the  interest  of  organized  Christianity  in  this  place.  The  monument 
to  the  consecration,  the  devotion,  the  untiring  zeal  of  this  brother  is  builded 
in  the  hearts  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries.  At  this  meeting  a  reso- 
lution was  made,  and  vows  taken  which  eighteen  d:i\  s  later  were  realized, 
when  the  formal  organization  of  the  I'irst  Congregational  church  of  Prim- 
ghar was  !)(.rfccied.  The  following  July  witnessed  the  organization  of  the 
first  Congregational  Sunday  school,  of  whidi  Rice  Reader  was  elected  super< 
intendent,  which  office  he  filled  for  eleven  consecutive  years.   This  church. 
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as  others  of  the  state,  was  a  child  of  the  nursing  mother,  the  Iowa  Congre- 
gational Home  Missionary  Society.  One  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  dollars  of  home  inissionar)'  aid  was  received  during  the  first  seven  years 

of  its  history.  I  he  investment,  however,  proved  a  wise  and  renmnerative 
one,  for  at  the  ctid  of  that  seven-year  perio*!.  in  the  year  1K95.  month  of 
December,  the  good  people  of  this  church  said,  "It  is  enough.  No  longer 
will  we  ask  aid  from  the  Home  Missionary  Society."  Then  and  there  the 
ciuirch  became  self  sup|)orting  and  has  remained  such  to  the  present  date. 
More  than  this.  The  church  has  not  only  been  self  sii])iinrtin^\  but  also  a 
helper  of  others  in  times  of  need,  very  much  more  than  tli.it  having  been  con- 
tributed lor  lM:ne\'olent  work  in  various  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1899,  fonnal  dedica- 
tion being  held  on  July  27.  1890.  Five  years  later  the  building  was  enlai^ed. 
two  thousand  four  himdred  dollars  heins;  expended  in  add!'!  »n  to  the  orig- 
inal investment.  The  continne<l  -mile  and  favor  of  (nxl  ii>U(l  upon  this 
people,  and  jimwinjj;  interest  increased  numbers  until  the  Iniildinj;  ajjain  be- 
came inadequate,  and  in  the  year  19 10  approximately  six  thousand  dollars 
was  expended  cm  a  church  building,  and  the  present  beautiful,  adequate, 
well  equipped  church  was  provided.  In  the  sprim:  of  iS(;4  a  ]>arsoiiage  was 
erected,  re|)reseniing;  an  investment  <»f  :i|)pro.\imaiely  one  thousand  dollars, 
which  enterprise  was  due  Iari,'ely  to  the  active  eft'orts  of  Kev.  J,  (.'.  Stoddard, 
the  pa.slor  of  the  church  at  that  tinie.  1  luis  the  original  pi"o|)erty  investment 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  for  lots  now  occupied  by  church 
buildings  has  increased  to  sixteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  present 
proixrrty-  valuation. 

"And  what  shall  we  say  more'"  Space  forbids  even  brief  mention  <if 
many  woitliy  names  and  splendid  acliievements.  Only  summaries  can  be 
made.  The  fifteen  souls  constituting  the  charter  members  have  increased 
to  one  hundred  and  forty-four,  the  present  membership  of  the  church.  .Ap- 
proximately four  hundred  have  been  adiniliid  to  the  membership  during  the 
years,  about  two  hundred  and  lilty  on  cont'e»ion  of  their  faith. 

Hut  these  bare  iiuancial  and  ^statistical  statement"^  are  no  indication  of 
the  work  dune  during  the  year>  of  thi.s  s«Hiety"s  e.\i>tence.  The  church  has 
been  a  power  for  good  in  every  direction.  Its  financial  affairs  have  added 
to  the  business  life  of  the  community.  Far  more  important  is  the  influence 
it  has  ca<t  around  the  children  and  \onni;  piopU-  and  the  citizens  in  general. 
Interested  in  all  sjood  thinjis.  this  clmrch  ha>  stoml  fi>r  the  best.  As  a  moral, 
an  educational,  an  in.spi rational  center,  this  church  has  been  a  i)Ower.  We 
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face  the  future  with  cunrult'iirf.  lu-lii.'v  iiiL;  thai  uc  have  im\\  iK-ijtin  to  realize 
what  (iiid  ititciuls  to  (Id  with  us.  atnl  ihroujih  u.^.  if  we  arc  faithful  t"  Him. 

More  appropriate  words  for  closing  this  sketch  cuuld  scarcely  lie  fuuiul 
than  Paul's  addressed  to  the  Giristians  at  Phih'ppi:  'Torgctting  tiie  things 
which  are  behind,  and  stretching  forward  to  the  things  which  are  before,  I 
I>ress  on  toward  the  goal  nnto  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Gtrist. 
Jesus." 

THE  FRIENDS  SOCIETY  SK.\H  I'AL  LI.IXA. 

The  society  of  Friends,  founded  in  the  seventeenth  century,  has  many 
yearly  meetings  scattered  over  the  country-,  which  may  he  called  the  parent 

bodies. 

The  conservative  branch  comlucts  one  ot  these  yearly  meetings  in  this 
state,  known  as  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  of  which  the  meeting 
known  as  Paullina  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  is  a  subordinate  branch. 
This  was  set  up.  or  ifrj^anized.  the  j6th  of  twelfth  month,  1885.  and  the 
meetings  were  then  lield  in  a  i)rivate  house. 

In  iSSf)  a  ineetiiit^  house  was  i-rected  ■  n  a  two-acre  lot  on  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  31.  Highland  township,  at  a  cost  of  al>jul  one  thousand 
dollars,  size  of  house  thirty,  feet  square.  In  191 1  the  present  lioase  was 
erected,  being  thirty-four  by  forty-stx  feet,  and  cost  about  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  dcdiars,  including  a  concrete  basement. 

Meetiuirs  for  worship  are  regularly  held  on  the  tir^t  and  fmmh  days 
of  each  week,  at  ten  A.  M.  in  sununcr  and  eleven  A.  M.  in  winter,  except  the 
fourth  day  preceding  the  second  seventh  day  in  each  month,  when  the 
monthly  meeting  is  held  on  the  seventh  day. 

All  are  considered  to  be  on  a  common  level,  and  ha\e  no  ])rearr.inged 
services:  the  meeting  is  hcM.  e\en  if  <»iily  a  few  attend.  The  assembly  never 
waits  for  any  special  person,  as  the  meeting  is  simply  held  for  divine  wor- 
ship, which  is  believed  to  consist  in  communion  of  individuals  with  their 
Maker,  and  not  just  to  hear  or  to  speak,  thotigh  there  is  liberty  for  any  to 
express  what  is  on  their  mind,  if  they  fed  it  their  dnty  to  do  so. 

Meetings  for  business  are  held  each  month,  and  this  meeting  orders  and 
controls  all  church  affairs.  \  clerk  is  appointed  each  year,  who  minutes  and 
records  the  proceedings  of  each  meeting  in  a  book.  There  are  women's 
meetings  for  business,  as  well  as  men's,  held  in  separate  session,  each  meet- 
ing appointmg  its  own  derk. 

Xo  business  is  done  by  vote,  but  is  considered  with  the  thought  of  all 
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being  united.  If  any  one  feeb  a  serious  objection,  the  matter  is  postponed 
until  all  feel  free  it  should  pass,  or  at  least,  no  objection  be  made. 

Trustees  are  about  the  only  oflicials  who  are  appointed  for  an  un- 
Hinitc'd  tiiiK',  The  first  ones  were  Nrchihald  Crosbie,  Ole  P.  Tjossem  and 
Hul)irl  Kockwcll.  Others  have  been  apptjinted  as  became  necessary  on 
account  of  death  or  removal.  The  present  trustees  are  Oman  K.  Tow, 
Archibald  Henderson  and  Lewis  L.  Rockwell 

The  appointment  of  overseers  is  considered  each  year,  to  have  general 
oversight  of  the  good  order  and  unity  among  the  members.  G>mmittecs  are 
appointed  for  other  purposes  as  needed. 

A  meeting  for  ministers  and  elders  is  held  once  in  three  months  and 
consists  of  well  concerned  Friends  appointed  by  the  monthly  meeting. 

In  the  winter  of  1887-8  a  school  was  started  and  held  in  the  meeting 
li<>ii>e,  with  a  length  of  term  of  three  and  one-half  months,  aftowards 
lengthened  to  fonr  niontlis.  In  i.^jg  a  school  house  was  Iniilt  at  a  orKt  of 
about  live  hundred  dollars;  size  ol  building,  twenty  by  twenty-eight  feet. 
About  this  time  a  spring  term  of  two  months  was  added  to  the  length  ot 
the  school  year,  and  later  a  fall  term  was  added,  which  made  it  eight  months. 

In  1909  the  school  house  was  moved  a  short  distance,  and  twelve  feet 
added  to  its  length.  This,  with  a  basement  and  furnace,  cost  about  seven 
hundred  dollars.  The  number  of  students  having  increased,  two  teachers 
were  engaged.  In  lyu  the  school  house  was  again  enlarged  to  double  its 
size,  which  tnade  it  forty  feet  square,  with  primary  and  advanced  rooms, 
class  room  and  hall,  costing  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Three  teach- 
ers were  then  employed.  The  number  of  pupils  at  the  present  time  is  about 
forty,  and  the  inaNinunn,  in  iqu-;^.  was  fifty-three. 

The  course  •>!  inNtructii>n  is  matle  according  lo  the  state  manual,  up  to 
the  eiul  of  the  eighth  grade,  except  music,  which  is  not  taught.  There  is 
also  two  years  of  high  school  work.  No  special  religious  instruction  is  re- 
quired, except  that  a  portion  of  Scripture  is  read  in  the  morning,  and  the 
pupils  are  refpiired  to  commit  to  inetnory  a  few  verses  of  Scriptures  once  a 
week  and  to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  founh  days,  our  object  being  to  have 
a  special  care  over  the  children,  in  order  to  eliminate,  as  much  as  possible, 
evil  habits  and  cultivate  good  ones. 

A  committee  is  appointed  each  year  to  have  an  oversight  and  care  in  the 
management  of  the  school,  hire  teachers,  etc.  This  and  other  like  schools  in 
the  \ early  tn< cling,  are  under  the  supervision  of  a  superintendent,  who  is 
employed  by  the  yearly  meeting. 
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There  is  a  library  in  connection  with  and  for  the  use  of  the  sciiOoL 

Also  a  library  in  the  nieetiiij,'  house,  owned  by  the  monthly  niectiiii,'.  con- 
taining religious  books,  which  will  be  loaned  free  to  any  one  who  wishes  to 
read  thein,  and  a  collection  of  Friends'  tracts  for  free  distribution. 

EVANGEUCAI.  CHUKCBES. 

This  denomination,  in  its  various  branches,  is  quite  strong  in  O'Brien 
jcounly.  St.  John's  Evangelical  diurcfa  at  Sanborn  was  formed  in  1886  by 
the  following  members:  William  Marqaardt,  M.  David,  Guistopher  Guse, 
Car!  Nemistz,  John  Grabow,  John  Steuck,  August  Marquardt  The  present 
voting  membership  is  thirty-four  families.  'i"hc  jastors  have  t)een  as  fol- 
lows :  Revs.  A.  Coppett.  I'.  Thusitis,  C.  Daciimber,  C.  F.  W.  Brandt  and  F. 
Albrecht  since  January,  1907. 

In  1895  a  frame  churdi  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  They  abo  have  a  good  parsonage  and  a  full  blodc  of  ground. 
The  parochial  school  attached  to  this  church  society  has  a  metnbership  of 
pupils  at  present  of  sixteen.  The  scbixil  house  was  erected  in  1910  and  is  a 
frame  structure.  This  denonnnation  has  in  O'Brien  county  churches  at 
Hartley,  Paullina,  Germatitown  and  Saidwm. 

GERMAN  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  ZION  CHURCHES. 

In  the  year  1889  the  now  sainted  Rev.  £.  Zuerrer,  then  pastor  of  the 
congregation  at  Germantown,  called  the  few  Lutheran  families  living  in  and 

close  to  Paullina  together  and  with  them  conducted  the  first  Lutheran  service 
in  Paullina.  in  spite  of  the  many  duties  in  his  pastorate  of  his  own  con- 
gregation he,  neverlluless.  i)rcached  regularly  to  the  few  taiiiilies.  as^isted 
for  a  time  by  a  .student  of  theology,  E.  Gesterling,  who  had  charge  of  the 
congregation  at  Mill  Creek. 

From  August,  1891,  until  September,  1893,  Rev.  H.  Sdiwenk,  then 
pastor  of  Mill  Oeek  congregation,  served  th^  families  with  preaching  of 
the  divine  i^ospcl  In  the  summer  of  iSg2  a  congregation  was  organized  with 
five  voting  nH-mi)ers.  Kev.  H.  Schwenk  having  l)een  called  away,  the  con- 
gregation then  was  in  charge  of  his  successor.  Rev.  C.  D.  Nuoffer. 

With  untiring  energy,  he  conducted  Lutheran  services  in  the  public 
school  building  for  ten  years. 

The  congregation  enjoyed  a  slow  but  steady  growth  and  the  members 
at  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years  felt  themselves  able,  with  the  support  of 
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the  mission  board,  to  call  a  pastor  of  their  own.  And  thus,  on  September 
II,  1904,  the  Rev.  August  F.  Bemthal  was  installed  as  the  first  resident 

Lutheran  pastor  in  Paiillina.  I'ndcr  his  faithful  service  the  congregation 
continued  in  snhstaiuial  i^Towth.  and  after  mature  deliberation  decided  to 
build  and  own  a  iiouse  ot  worship. 

On  October  28.  1906,  the  present  church  edifice  was  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord.  In  1908  Rev.  Bemthal  accepted  a  call  to  the  congrega- 
tion at  IMu  ardsville,  Illinois.  After  a  vacancy  of  about  nine  months,  «hiring 
wliich  linic-  the  congrefjatioti  v.a-  in  cliar;^^  of  Rev.  nvi-u"  II  Horn,  ihe 
pre?cnt  i)astor.  Rev.  A.  11,  Sttninoii,  tlien  ])a>tor  of  tia-  i.ullKTan  conj;rei;a- 
tion  at  Alton.  Illinois,  accepted  the  call  antl  was  installed  into  the  'jfticc  of 
pastor  on  May  q.  IQ09. 

In  the  fall  of  1909  the  congregation  purchased  the  excellent  property 
just  south  of  the  church  for  a  parsonage.  The  congregation  at  the  ])resent 
time  has  fifty  \otin!,'  members  and  tliree  hundred  souls.  The  value  of  church 
property  is  now  twelve  tlKtnsand  tlollars. 

At  Hartley  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  was  formed  in 
i8q9  by  Rev.  C.  Bondigkeit,  of  Peterson,  Iowa.  In  the  spring  of  1900  the 
society  hongla  the  old  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  moved  the  same  to  a 
lot  in  the  northeast  part  of  town.  In  .Ma\.  that  year,  the  cont^repation  ap- 
]>oinfed  Rev.  Karl  Dexhcimcr  as  i)a<1or.  and  hy  the  year  s  end  some  forty  or 
fifty  fannlies  counted  themselves  as  meml)ers  of  this  congregation.  The 
following  >ear  they  erected  a  fine  frame  parsonage  and  purchased  a  hand- 
some organ.  Changes  were  made  in  the  church  building  in  1903,  when  it 
was  completely  overhauled.  Following  Rev.  Dexheimer  came  Rev.  William 
\'ehe,  W'ho,  after  two  vear<  and  nine  montli'^.  was  succeeded  I)y  Rev.  Siliiemi- 
chen.  and  he.  in  August.  1907.  was  followed  by  Rev.  J.  Fischer,  who  is  still 
doing  a  great  work  among  his  ])c<  iple. 

St  Paul's  Evangelical  congregation,  at  Hartley,  was  organized  Septem- 
ber 26.  T9CX).  Trior  to  this  time  Rev.  Albrecht,  of  Sanbom,  cared  for  the 
people  of  this  relii,n'ou>  faith  who  resided  near  flartlov  August  29,  iQOc;, 
Re\ .  Schrien  was  in>talled  jia'^tor  by  Rev.  .Mhrecht.  I  lie  voung  society 
siriig^ried  on  and  soon  s;iw  the  need  of  a  house  of  worship,  and  finally,  on 
July  24,  191  o,  the  comer  stone  was  laid  to  start  the  superstracture  of  a  new 
church,  which  was  dedicated  in  December,  that  year.  This  is  a  small,  but 
well-planned  building,  having  .good  l)asement.  light  and  ventilation. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  I^t.  John's  church,  which  now  enjoys  a  member- 
ship of  about  ninety,  at  the  <juiet  little  hamlet  of  Germantown.  in  Caledonia 
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township,  was  organized  in  1883.  ))y  the  faithful  u-w  who  handed  ti><,a-tlier 
and  built  a  churcli  nn  ton  acres  of  land  donated  h\  llinry  RiclUer.  for  church 
and  cemetery  purposes.  Here  thej-  erected  a  liuildiiii;  costing  aiK)ut  seven 
thousand  dollars.  The  first  church  was  erectetl.  howwer,  on  section  14,  and 
with  it  a  parsonage.  It  was  in  1888  that  the  present  good  church  building 
was  erected  on  section  15,  while  the  cemetery  is  located  on  section  14.  The 
three  acre?  upon  which  tlu-  cliiinh  -lands  was  hou<T[ht  hy  the  church  niem- 
hers,  Thv  churcii  hrildini,^  i•^  thirty-six  l>y  -c\cntv-t\\o  fret,  one  story  in 
Iteight.  ha\inj<  iwcnly-two-fooi  posts.  A  year  alter  the  church  was  built 
the  congregation  was  provided  with  a  good  'sounding  organ.  The  first  min- 
ister in  this  congregation  was  Kev.  £.  Zeurrer,  who  served  for  eleven  years, 
from  1871)  to  iS<)_».  Tlien  cnme  Rev.  J.  Horn,  who  died  after  a  forceful 
sermon,  only  ai)i>ut  a  half  hour  ela])sini,'  after  he  left  the  |iuli)it  till  he  was 
cold  in  deatli.  Mean  failure  was  the  attribiiletl  cause  of  his  death.  Next 
came  his  son.  Rev.  Oscar  Horn,  who  remained  a  long  number  of  years,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Henry  Grefe,  who  served  a  year  and  ten  months, 
when  he  met  a  horrible  and  accidental  death  liy  the  burning  of  an  over- 
turned automobile  in  which  he  was  ridini^  with  others  from  near  Meriden. 
where  he  had  been  instructinji  ;t  choir  of  his  denomination.  The  auto  ran 
oft  the  side  of  a  twelve-foot  bridge,  and  while  he  anil  a  l)oy  were  pinned  be- 
neath the  machine,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  he  begged  the  bj'standers  to 
extricate  the  youth  before  trying  to  help  him  out.  In  trying  to  do  this  a 
lantern  was  caught  in  a  nearby  tree  and  thrown  over  and  into  the  uptunied 
autoinolMk-  The  gasoline  escaping  from  (he  machine  w;is  by  the  lantern 
ignited,  causing  a  great  explosion,  in  which  the  faithful  minister  was  imrned 
to  death.  He  left  a  family  of  six  children,  his  wife  having  died  a  few 
months  prior  to  this  terrible  accident,  September  6.  1912.  The  driver  was 
so  badly  injured  that  he  died  the  next  day.  His  nauu  uas  August  I^uling. 
aged  thirty-eiirlit  vears.  and  hv  left  a  wife  and  four  children 

Followinif  Kev.  (irefr  came  V.  W .  I'i>tratz,  of  W  illow  City.  North 

Dakota;  he  came  .November  17,  191J,  and  is  .still  serving. 

THE  PAROCHIAL  SCHOOL. 

The  church  above  described  has  in  connection  one  of  the  U-st  sclux*ls 
in  the  coimty.  It  is  the  parochial  school  where  both  German  and  English  are 
taught  by  highly  competent  ia<(tructors.  The  building  in  which  this  school 
is  kept  was  erected  about  1901,  after  having  occupied  the  original  smaller 
building  until  the  number  of  pupils  increased  until  it  became  too  crowded 
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This  last  building;  is  forty-eight  In-  ninety-six  feet,  one  story  high.  The 
seating  capacity  is  one  Iiundrfd  and  fifty  pupils.  At  first  stoves  wert-  had 
for  heating  both  school  and  church,  but  now  it  has  furnace  heat.  This 
school  teaches  the  cnimnon  and  higher  bnuicfaes.  The  first  instnictor  here 
was  Prof.  Wilde  Qement  Kampe;  then  came  Prof.  H.  G.  Nuoffer,  who  left 
in  191 1  and  was  succeeded  by  Prof.  W.  A.  Lemcr  (lower  class)  and  Rev. 
R.  B.  Kmilh  fhigher  class). 

At  (jcrmantmvn  tlicrc  is  a  fine  brass  band  ui  nineteen  pieces,  organized 
in  1889  by  Professor  Katnpe.  All  this  church  and  school  life  in  the  town- 
ship shows  that  the  Germans  of  dits  coanty — especially  in  the  little  "king- 
doin  of  Caledonia" — set  a. good  example  for  others  to  follow,  in  many  par- 
tictdars. 

NORWEGIAN  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

The  Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of  Paullhia  was  organized 

on  July  22,  1888.  in  the  school  building  in  Paullina. 

The  Rev.  N.  G.  Peterson,  then  jjastor  at  J^  v^  el  Junction.  Iowa,  came 
here  and  took  change  of  the  work,  and  for  sidiu-  tiiiu-  ilie  meetings  were  held 
in  the  school  hou.sc,  and  later  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 

In  1893  the  Lutheran  church  bought  the  Presbyterian  church  building, 
the  Presbyterians  deciding  to  build  a  new  house  of  worship,  and  they  are 
using  their  first  purchased  church  building  at  this  time. 

At  first  the  Xor\V''i;!an  Lutheran  churcli  here  was  indqjciulfut  of  anv  <if 
the  organizations  of  the  Xor\vr<,'ian  church  in  this  country.  In  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Hehuers.  they  joined  the  United  church.  Of  the  first 
members  who  signed  the  roll  there  are  just  four  now  living  in  this  locality, 
to-wit :  Olus  Idso,  Peter  Idso,  Martin  Larson  and  Iver  Goodmanson.  The 
church  has  had  nine  (hfFerent  pastors,  as  follows:  X.  G.  Peterson,  now  of 
!  )i.s  MoiiKs;  Rev,  I  larrisville.  of  Chicago;  Rev.  Kasa,  no  longer  in  the 
work;  Rev.  l£r\vik,  jiresent  residence  unkn(»\vn:  Rev.  John  Mattson,  of 
Mauston,  Wisconsin:  Rev.  H.  O.  Helmers,  now  of  Norway;  Rev.  H.  Noss, 
now  at  Mankato,  Minnesota :  Rev.  L.  E.  Kleppe.  of  Sioux  Rapids,  Iowa,  and 
Rev.  Theodore  I\1c])|k'.  the  present  pastor.  Of  tlusc.  Init  two  had  their  resi- 
dence here,  tlie  Rc\ .  Ilehners  and  Rev.  Theodore  Kleppe.  The  diftuultv  of 
gettitig  niinislers  to  serve  this  charge  has  been  one  of  the  great  drawbacks 
to  the  advancement  of  the  church  here.  At  times  they  have  Ijeen  for  months 
without  services.  On  September  1,  1912,  Rev.  Kleppe  came  and  since  then 
the  work  of  the  church  has  nd\'anced  rapidly.  The  outlodc  for  the  future  is 


Digitized  by  Google 


O'BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


line,  the  pastor  finding  a  fine  field  for  his  labors  and  a  liberal  response  from 

his  peo])le. 

The  chvirch  now  has  forty  voting  members  and  about  one  hundred  fifty 
members  in  good  standing.  In  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence  ooe 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  persons  have  been  baptiwd  and  sixty-four  have 
been  confirmed.  The  church  has.  jtropcrty  valued  at  not  less  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  managed  by  a  Ijoard  of  trustees,  consisting  of  I".  Stangc- 
land,  Goodman  GoLnhnanson  and  K.  Fjeld.  and  the  fcillowing  named  mem- 
bers are  Uie  deacons  of  the  church  at  the  present  time :  E.  I'lcor,  Thor  Xaig 
and  Peter  Naig. 

CRUSXIAN  BBFORMED  CHUKCK. 

This  church  at  Sanborn  was  organized  in  the  antuinn  of  lyi  i  and  the 
building  was  erected  so  that  it  was  dedicated  February  11,  1912.  It  is  a 
frame  structure  costing  three  thousand  dollars,  with  an  addition  built  in 
1913.   The  original  members  of  this  society  were  W.  \\'.  Brouwer.  G.  D. 

Young.  O.  \'andcr  Wcrf,  P.  Mars.  C.  Geolder.  K.  Tap.  B.  Mellema.  B.  Hof- 
fnan,  J.  Hofinan.  W.  Groneveld.  The  jjastor  since  November  17.  igu.  lias 
been  Kev.  Stuart,  The  total  membership  of  this  congregation  is  now 
sixty-two  families.  The  value  of  church,  parsonage  and  grounds  in  the  fall 
of  1913  was  placed  at  six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  In  O'Brien 
county  this  dcnoinination  has  churches  at  Sanborn  and  Sheldon. 

The  church  at  Sheldon  was  organized  in  1905  by  the  classis  nf  Orange 
City,  Iowa.  There  were  about  fifteen  members.  The  first  building  was 
erected  in  iijoC>  and  an  addition  made  in  1912,  making  it  now  thirty-two  by 
fifty  feet  in  size.  The  present  total  membership  is  about  eighty  families,  or 
four  hundred  souls.  The  pastors  have  been  Rev.  F.  Stuart,  from  1906  to 
1912,  and  the  present  pastor,  Re\ .  Peter  J.  M.  Voortman.  who  was  in-tailed 
May  4.  The  present  vahiatiun  place<l  on  the  property  of  tins  church  is 

eight  thousand  dollars.  1  here  is  al^o  a  church  of  this  denomination  at  San- 
bom,  as  above  noted,  and  these  are  the  only  two  of  the  kind  in  O'Brien 
county. 

EVANGELICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  livangelical  .A.s.socialiou  al  Hartley  wa>  organized  .\pril  10,  l88y, 
when  the  work  was  effected  by  the  following  original  charter  manbership : 
F.  Klampes.  Caroline  Klampes,  George  Klampes.  Silas  Klampes.  .Mbert 

Klam])es.  Ida  Klampes.  ("lara  Klampes.  John  Klairn  S'  ])liia  Klatnjies, 
William  Klampes,  .\lbert  Reinke,  Minnie  Keinke,  1*.  Durre,  Ilillens  Durre, 


Digitized  by  Google 


332 


O'BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


Jacob  Widman,  Mrs.  Widman,  Anna  Widman,  Williain  Widman.  W.  Filk, 
W.  Filk,  Sr.,  Rose  Filk. 

The  present  memhership  of  this  society  is  t\venty-eight«  althmich  in 
IQOI  it  had  readied  nitu-ty  fi<;ht.  The  prc^ftit  buihlinjj  wa*;  erected  in  i8<;o. 
at  a  co^t  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  Tlie  first  jjarsi maye.  still 
standing,  cost  one  tiiousand  five  hundred  <lollars.  The  church  property  is 
now  valued  at  four  thousand  five  htmdred  dollars.  The  various  pastors 
have  been:  Revs.  M.  Tntinbaucr.  G.  Borghardt,  John  J.  DeWahl.  Wilhani 
Grohe.  G.  Yotins^hlood,  J.  ^\^  W'ienands.  L.  Reep.  TTenry  Raceker.  I"..  C. 
Graenner.  John  D.  Schailiie.  ToIlt  Srhott.  Charles  S.  1-ung.  William  F. 
Mather,  these  having  served  i"n)n»  uSJ^y  to  1914. 

CHKISTIAN  CHUftCHES. 

The  First  C  linrch  of  Christ  of  Frinighar  was  organized  and  incorpor- 
ated November  9.  iSijy.  by  William  Wicks.  Emma  J.  Wicks.  William  King. 
Theodore  King,  J.  P.  Knox,  Jessie  Frasier  and  many  others.  The  church 
building  was  erected  in  1896  and  cost  thirty  one  hini<!red  dollars. 

The  First  Chtirch  of  Christ  .>f  SutlRrland  of  ilie  >.-inie  denomination 
was  incorporated  May  13.  1^)7.  hy  Charles  Peaker,  J.  X.  Slick,  F.  W.  Hul- 
ser,  James  Parker  an«l  tithers. 

The  First  Qiurch  of  Christ  at  Archer  was  incorporated  October  15, 
1898,  by  P.  S.  Tanner.  D.  H.  Smith,  James  >loriitt  and  others. 

This  denomination  also  organized  at  Sheldon  at  a  very  early  day  and 
built  a  church,  but  at  present  and  for  some  time  it  lias  beeit  without  a  pastor. 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE. 

The  I'irst  Cluirch  of  (  hrist  (Christian  Science)  was  inoorjxirated  in 
Sheldon  .May  9.  1895,  and  -Mrs.  Isatlore  Starrutt  was  chosen  as  first  reader 
and  F.  E.  Wade  as  second  reader.  Serx'ices  and  readings  are  held  at  iL« 
audience  rooms  in  the  second. story  of  the  Union  Bank  building. 

The  l"irst  Chnrch  of  Christ  <  Christian  Science)  .it  Sanborn  was  incor- 
porated April  J.  iS()S.  l.y  W  illiatn  Woodman,  Frank  Brainard,  Peter  Velie 
and  Aii.i:^ii>t  Schoel  as  trustees. 

The  First  Church  of  Christ  (Christian  Science)  was  organized  in 
Primghar  in  19 13  by  the  election  of  Mrs.  D.  R.  Girmichael  as  first  reader, 
and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Nye,  Jr.,  as  second  reader.  Services  and  readings  are  held  in 
the  second  story  of  the  Yeoman's  lodge  building. 
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THli  PRESBVTKKIAN  CHURCH  AT  PAULUNA. 
By  r>avld  Alffyor. 

The  Fir>t  Presbyterian  church  at  Faullina  was  organized  in  the  fall  of 
j88i.  as  follows : 

Rev.  J.  M.  McComI).  at  that  lime  located  at  Sanborn,  luwa.  iiiukr  the 
auspices  of  the  board  of  home  missions  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  laid  the 
foundation  of  what  is  now  our  Presbyterian  church,  by  holding  occasional 

Sabf)ath  services  in  the  Carman  school  honse  in  Dale  township. 

On  January  lo,  iS8_>.  at  the  hotne  of  Akxandir  Scntt,  in  Dale  town- 
ship. Mr.  McL'omI)  organized  a  cluirch  of  twenty-four  members,  namely: 
Alexander  Scotl,  Helen  Scott.  John  SibbakI  Scott,  William  F.  Scott,  James 
M.  Christie,  Helen  Qark,  Rachel  Gark,  Thomas  Milligan,  Thomas  Scott, 
Mary  C.  Scott.  Tlinina*^  A  Scott.  I'red  L.  Murrie.  Walter  Cowan,  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Cowan,  y.\r>.  I.  l)ouL;la^.  jane  j-  Cowan,  Xj^nies  M.  McXaughton.  Will- 
iam Redfnrd.  Helen  Ivedford.  Jessie  Rrdfurd.  Andrew  Redfr>rd,  Jane  Red- 
i'ord,  Robert  Aitken,  William  Aitken,  Mary  G.  Aitken.  Bella  M.  Aitken, 
Thomas  H.  Aitken,  William  S.  Clarfc. 

Of  these  Alexander  Scott  and  the  late  William  Aitken  were  elected 
elders,  and  Thomas  Scott  and  the  kite  William  Redford  formed  the  first 
board  of  trustees. 

In  May,  1882,  Mr.  McConib,  being  appointed  to  the  place  <jf  foreign 
missionary'  to  India,  the  cluirch  was  placed  under  the  care  ot  Rev.  Mr. 
Evans,  who.  though  he  remained  only  three  weeks,  made  a  deep  impression 
on  the  people  by  his  genial  disposition  and  earnestness  of  his  teaching,  which 
remained  with  tin-  pei'iik-  long  after  he  was  gone.  Meanwiule,  Panllina  Iiad 
grown  into  a  good  lualthy  town  and  it  was  considered  advisable  to  make  it 
the  center  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Evans  preached  the  first  sermon  ever  delivered  in  the 
town,  to  a  little  company  of  some  ei^t  people,  on  the  third  Sunday  of  May. 
1882,  in  the  parlor  of  die  Xortlnvestem  hotel  on  Main  street. 

For  financial  reasons,  Mr.  I'.vans  was  removed  to  another  field  and  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Panllina  was  placed  with  that  oi  Marcus,  Iowa, 
under  Rev.  W.  E.  Caldwell.  Soon  the  ct)ngregation  had  so  increased  that  a 
larger  room  was  needed  for  its  accommodation.  This  need  was  kindly  met 
by  Mrs.  C.  C.  Smith,  who  offered  for  the  purpose  the  use  of  her  home,  now 
occupieil  bv  the  \  P.  Jacobs  hardware  store.  Here,  for  the  first  time  in 
Haullina.  the  communion  .season  and  service  was  oi>served,  and  services  were 
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continued  until  the  place  of  meeting  was  changed  to  the  huilding  in  which 
was  held  Paullina's  first  school. 

The  lirst  church  building  of  the  Presbyterian  cliurth  was  tunipleied  in 
September,  1883,  and  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  Gramby,  of  Sioux  City,  with- 
out pulpit  or  pew,  or  furnishings  of  any  description ;  the  people  ranged  them- 
selves as  l)est  they  could  on  benches  and  a  tiiotlty  collection  of  chairs  bor- 
rowed  for  the  occasion,  and.  in  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  it  was  with  [grateful, 
happy  hearts,  tho^^e  present  listenetl  to  the  beautiful  words  with  which  the 
little  edifice  was  set  apart  to  its  sacred  use  as  a  house  of  worship. 

In  1886  Mr.  Caldwell  was  regularly  called  iuid  installed  as  pastor.  In 
1889  Mr.  Caldwell  nM<;ned  and  as  a  brother  minister  said  of  him:  "For 
all  time,  this  church  will  remain  a  monument  of  Mr,  CaldwcH  s  work  amonp 
you."  Rev.  Allen,  of  Sionx  Citv.  filled  the  pul])it  with  .i;reat  acceptance 
until  Rev.  J.  A.  McAlnion  was  called  and  in.stalled  in  Octolier.  1889,  and 
during  his  pastorate  the  parsonage  was  built  In  the  summer  of  1891,  Rev. 
McAlmon  resigned,  and  Rev.  Andrew  Herron  was  called  to  sticceed  him  and 
was  installed  Septeml>er  i,  In  i8()3  the  first  church  buildinj,'  was 

sold  to  the  Xorwcijiaii  Lutheran  church  of  Paullina.  and  the  present  church 
building  was  erected  and  dedicated  in  1895,  remiKiele<i  and  made  very  con- 
venient for  Sunday  !>ch(Kjl  purposes,  etc..  in  the  year  1913.  The  value  of 
the  property  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Patdlina  at  this  time  is  not  less 
than  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Rev.  Andrew  Herron  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
O.  S.  Thompson,  who  resigned  in  1910  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  \V.  S. 
Harries,  the  present  pastor.  The  temporal  affairs  01  the  church  are  f,'overned 
by  the  following  board  of  trustees;  Charles  Ihle.  William  l*'.  Scott,  W.  J. 
McCauley.  F.  V.  D,  Bogert  and  Nelson  Loucks.  The  spiritual  concerns  of 
the  diurch  are  conducted  by  the  following  board  of  elders :  Alexander  Scott. 
John  Cowan.  Sr.,  J.  S.  McComb,  John  V.  .Adkins  and  I.ouis  WoUenberg  and 
the  church  has  at  present  a  membership  of  one  himdred  ninety-six. 

OTHER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES. 

The  First  Presbyterian  church  at  Sanborn  was  organized  in  18S1  hy 
Rev.  William  S.  Peterson  and  the  followinii  persons:  Mrs.  V..  R.  Dunbar, 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Thomas.  Mrs.  Mar}-  L.  Barnctt,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Martin.  A.  H. 
Everhard.  J.  L.  Greene,  Mrs.  Eva  V.  D.  Greene,  Mrs.  Angle  Vallean.  The 
present  membership  is  about  eighty.  The  value  of  the  church  property, 
church,  parsonage,  bam.  etc..  is  about  six  thousand  dollars. 
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The  First  ]^resb\  tcrian  church  at  Hartley  was  partly  organized  Felmi- 
ary  i.  1889.  wlu-n  trii-iids  of  this  denomination  made  iffurls  tn  otaliHsli  the 
church  liere.  'Ihe  ke\.  Andrew  Herron,  of  Sanl)orn.  had  tin-  matter  in 
charge,  he  having  been  requested  to  address  the  people  01  Hartlcv  on  this 
subject.  The  semces  were  held  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  building:. 
Id  u  nary  8.  1889.  at  tliree  P.  M. — hence  this  was  really  the  first  service 
of  the  ddiotnination  in  the  town  of  ITartlev.  Rev.  Herron  prearlied  each 
ritlur  Sunday  until  April,  that  year,  wlu-n  a  jii-tition  was  sttu  to  the  ((reshy- 
ter\  at  Fort  DcKlge.  asking  tu  effect  an  organization  at  Hartley.  .\t  the 
meeting  of  the  presbytery  at  Grand  Jtmction,  April  jjd,  that  year,  the  peti- 
tion was  found  to  be  in  good  form  and  a  committee  appointed  to  organize 
the  Hartley  church.  This  committee  consisted  of  Rev.  T.  S.  Bailey,  of 
Cedar  Rapi(h,  Rev.  .\iidrew  Herron  and  I^lders  T.  S.  Talmapc  and  T 
Crossan  of  the  SanlK)rn  rrcshylerian  church.  Services  were  then  hehl 
in  Gross  Hall,  May  19.  1S89.  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  time 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Hartle>'  was  really  oi^nized.  The  charter 
members  were  George  Clyde.  Mrs.  Mary  Clyde.  James  Wilson,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Wilson.  J-  ^^  Wanlrnp.  Mrs.  E.  Wardruj).  H.  H.  Brown.  I.  C.  Gregg. 
Mrs.  Rebekah  SiiM  rihorn :  the  first  ciders  were  James  Wilson.  John  W. 
Wardrup;  first  set  01  trustees.  J.  M.  W  ilson,  J.  W.  W  ardrup.  George  Clyde, 
W.  J.  Lorshbottgh.  Allen  Crossan.  The  present  membership  of  the  Hartfey 
church  is  thirty-nine.   The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Frank  Schweder. 

THE  REFORMKD  CHURCH  IN  NOKTH  AMERICA. 

This  denomination  (whidi  is  very  much  like  the  Christian  Reformed) 
was  organized  in  Sheldon,  April  2.v  1895.  by  the  dassis  of  Iowa.  l)y  the  fol- 
lowing minister^ :  Rev^  V.  T.epeltak,  P.  Rounia.  J.  M.  T.nmkes.  and  elders 
W.  \'an  Rooyen  and  (.".  H'ierks.  The  cliarier  memUrs  were:  ^^rs.  Wie- 
kamp.  R.  Kooiker.  J.  Wynia.  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  H.  Xiewendorp,  Mr.v  lley- 
menses.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Lemkuil,  Mrs.  H.  Pronk.  G.  Vander  Velde,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stroetman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Wilkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  Vroom,  W. 
Str;  l  in  l  !>  \'an  Dasselaar.  The  ministers  have  been  in  the  following 
order:  Revs.  11.  DykhmVen.  iS!<)X-i<kh:  A.  \'an  Arcndonk.  !f)oi-t<Ki4: 
William  Stegnian.  i904-i90'>;  .\.  Rozendal.  1907-1909:  H.  \'andewald, 
1910  to  present  time. 

The  first  church  and  parsonage  were  erected  at  No.  805  Eleventh  street 
in  1898,  costing  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  The  second  churdi  was 
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built  with  parsonage,  at  No.  953  East  Seventh  street  in  191 1,  at  a  cost  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  present  membership  is  one  inindred  families; 
members  in  full  communion,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  Siin<la\  >cIi<k>I  attend- 
ance. iMic  hundred  and  sixty,  Tlie  con-iistorv  infmlnTs  in  itn-  aiitnnin  of 
1913  were:  Elders.  A.  lluzc,  II.  XicnwcMuluri).  U.  (.  reulcn,  E.  DenHerder; 
deacons,  L.  Rozeboom,  H.  Mastbergen.  B.  Wilkins.  J.  Den  Hartog. 

At  Archer  this  denomination  is  represented  by  a  society  formed  about 
T900  and  in  1910  a  church  edifice  was  erected.  The  membership  is  now 
thirty  families,  witli  a  nicmhcr'^hii)  i>i  iwcnly-fi air  in  full  communion.  The 
pastors  here  have  licen  :  James  X'ander  lieide,  Ke\ .  \  anhnnclcn,  w  ho  came 
in  July,  i(>i  i.  and  is  donig  an  excellent  work  among  the  German  and  Holland 
people  of  the  community. 

This  denomination  also  is  represented  at  Sheldon,  where  Rev.  Vander 
Xaald  t>  ita^tnr. 

.\t  .^atihorn  is  what  is  styled  the  Christian  Reformed  church,  wiw  also 
have  a  society  at  Shckltm. 

THE  GERMAN  EVANCELICAL  CHURCH  OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 

At  the  town  ol  Calumet  this  denomination  is  represented  ijy  a  stjciety 
having  a  present  membership  of  twenty-eight.  It  was  organized  in  1891, 
during  which  year  a  neat,  good-sized  church  building  was  erected,  at  a  cost 

of  aliout  two  thonsaml  fmir  htindred  dollars.  Its  pastors  have  been  Revs. 
A.  lannesen,  F..  Rail.  Rev  Conrad.  Ri  v  Sclilii^el  (  who  died  while  pastor 
at  Calunut).  J.  J.  Jaeck.  H,  Kixmann.  tiie  present  riastor.  who  came  in  K^ii. 
The  church  has  a  g<iod  parsonage  and  ijarochial  scliitol  in  connection  with 
the  church  property.  The  school  dates  back  to  about  the  time  the  church 
was  formed.  A  substantial  school  building  was  added  to  the  church  build- 
ivf^  in  1910.  The  parsr)na.t;e  was  luiilt  in  1909.  taking  the  place  of  the  old 
{)ne.    The  nieniijership  is  composed  of  persons  both  in  and  out  of  town. 

OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  Mrst  Retornu<l  church  of  Sheldon  was  incorporated  March  7. 
i8y8.  by  \\ .  \'an  .Siryland,  .\.  liaze,  A.  K.  de  Jong,  H.  Nienwendrop,  W. 
Stroeman,  H.  Buysman  and  S.  Schryvers  as  officials  and  have  erected  a  very 
fine  church. 

The  Trinity  Kvangelical  church  of  Hartley  was  incorporated  January 
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22,  1900,  by  juhn  Isky,  Qiristo^r  B.  Olhaussen,  John  H.  Bordewidc, 
Fred  Gierke  and  Jacob  Warner,  trustees. 

The  Evangelical  I.ntlKran  St,  T'aul's  roii,i,'re^ati()n  at  Sheldon  was  in- 
corporated July  6,  1904,  by  W  illiam  Schmidt,  Peter  Kruse  and  O.  Heitritter, 
trustees. 

The  First  Reformed  church  of  Archer  was  incorporated  June  29,  1910, 
by  Gerrit  Maouw,  H.  VoUink,  John  Hoffmeier  and  J.  Zoi^rager. 

The  Christian  Reform  cluirch  of  Sheldon  was  incorporated  Febmary 
ji),  1912,  by  Jan  Snip,  Dick  \'an  Dassear  ami  Henry  I5:\U  as  elders  and  R. 
Hoekstra.  D.  La  I'lciir,  (ieorsjic  de  \'ries  and  A.  Shellhaas,  deacons. 

Hie  Evangelical  Lutheran  St.  Enianuei's  congregation  was  organized 
in  'Center  township  in  1881  and  built  a  line,  commodious  church  and  school 
building,  by  Henry  D.  Year,  Michael  Steuck  and  many  others.  They  have 
maintained  a  German  school  much  of  the  time  in  connection  with  this  churdl. 

The  German  Evangelical  Saint  John's  clnirch  of  Primghar  was  organ- 
ized and  incorporated  in  1903  by  Dick  Horstnian,  Jolian  \\  ittnx-k.  William 
Klink  and  Simon  Brandt  as  trustees;  Simon  Brandt,  treasurer;  and  C.  F. 
Greve,  secretary.   They  erected  a  very  neat  commodious  church  building. 

The  Episco[)al  church  had  at  one  time  a  larije  following  in  Sheldon 
and  erected  a  church  l)nildi!it;.  in  which  to  worship,  but  lor  some  years  have 
not  supported  a  rector  and  now  have  no  regular  services. 

THE  CHMSTIAN  CHURCHES. 

.\t  Archer  a  church  of  this  denomination  was  formed  about  iqon  and  at 
about  that  date  a  frame  church  editicc  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  se\en  hun- 
dred dollars.   This  society  is  not  in  a  flourishing  condition  at  this  writing. 

This  church  was  among  the  first  formed  in  early  Sheldon.  They  have 
a  good  building,  but  at  present  the  society  is  not  strong  and  they  have  no 
pastor  to  It-ad  them. 

At  Siuiierland  this  <lcnoniiiiation.  organiiieil  many  years  ago,  have  a  good 
building,  but  are  now  wiiboiu  a  pastor  and  do  not  maintain  regular  services. 

OTHER  CHVRCHES. 

The  Baptist  society  at  Sheldon  was  organized  in  the  eighties;  tliey 
possess  a  neat  church  building,  but  have  no  regular  pastor,  and  do  not  have 
regular  services. 
(22) 
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THE  CATHOLIC  CHUKCII  IN  o'bRIEN  COUNTY — 1873  TO  I913. 

By  Hi'V.  Jhdii'H  Mi'Connack. 

In  the  beginninj^  u  c  ilei-iii  it  a<l\  i->al)le  to  apologize  to  l)oili  the  com- 
pilers ot  the  history  of  O'Brien  county,  as  well  as  to  the  reading  public,  for 
assuming  so  onerous  a  task  as  the  writing  of  a  history  of  the  Catholic  church 
in  O'Brien  county.  In  the  iK-rforinance  of  the  task  assigned,  we  wisli  to 
state  that  we  Ii.ne  iR-en  j^'nidecl  to  a  .ureit  extent  by  information  t[erive<l 
from  ilie  \  arion■^  sonnf-  to  wliich  we  liad  recourse  in  narratinji  tacts.  lis- 
tory  is  the  record  written  hy  men.  for  men.  of  what  men  have  done  in  times 
which  it  is  beyond  tlte  power  of  the  living  witness  to  reach.  So  much  for 
what  history  is.  Now  for  the  annals  connected  with  the  Catholic  church  in 
O'Brien  county. 

The  parish  records,  as  well  as  the  testiinonv  of  the  older  nunihcrs  of 
St.  Patrick's  parish,  agree  in  stating  that  Rt.  Rev.  Moiiseigneur  Lennihan. 
who  was  pastor  of  old  St.  Mary's  church.  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  had  charge  at 
an  early  day  over  the  few  scattered  Catholic  families  in  six  or  seven  counties 
in  northern  Iowa,  was  the  first  priest  who  came  to  minister  to  the  spiritual 
watits  of  the  Catholics  in  Sheldon  and  surrounding's.  Monseigneur  l.einii- 
han  offered  the  holy  s.icritici-  of  the  nias>  lor  the  first  time  in  Sheldon  ]»arisii. 
in  the  home  of  Michael  Burns,  who  then  lived  in  Floyd  township,  in  the  year 
1873  or  1S74.  Mr.  Bums  came  to  Floyd  township,  O'Brien  county,  Iowa, 
in  the  year  1872,  and  was  numbered  among  the  first  settlers.  He  was  a  good 
neighbor,  and  aided  many  in  those  days  of  trial  and  much  privations.  The 
rongrer^ation  who  greeted  Monseigneur  I.ennihan  on  his  lirst  |):istf>ral  visit 
at  the  home  of  Mr.  Burns  consisted  of  twenty  iiicmlKMS.  Joseph  Shinski, 
who  at  tiiat  time  li\'ed  in  Sheldon,  accompanied  l-'ather  Lennihan  on  that 
memorable  morning.  No  douk  the  hearts  of  all  present  were  gladdened 
by  the  presence  of  tlie  priest,  and  brought  forth,  as  it  did  to  the  apostles  of 
<ild,  the  exultation  of  jov,  "Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  he  here."  After  mass, 
the  priest  addn-s-rd  his  littli-  ilock,  congratulated  them  on  the  many  sacrifices 
made  for  church  and  country,  exhorteii  them  to  persevere  to  the  end.  and 
finally  made  arrangements  for  his  coming  visits  to  attend  them.  The  fdlow- 
ing  are  the  names  of  those  who  attended  the  first  mass  said  in  O'Brien  county : 
josi-|)}i  Shinski:  Pat  Kennedy,  wife  and  family,  and  hi^  father  and  mother; 
Tim  Donolnie.  known  as  "Little  Tim,"  wife  and  fainilv:  I'at  Carroll,  wife 
and  family;  Jtjhn  Hart  and  family,  and  -Michael  Burns  and  family.  There 
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were  others  whose  names  we  failed  to  learn.  1'his  then  may  be  said  to  be  the 
nucleus  in  the  formation  of  St.  Patrick's  parish,  of  Sheldon.  Iowa. 

Father  Lennihan  attended  the  Catholics  of  Sheldon  during  the  years 
1873  tn  1876.  He  was  fnie  of  onr  pioneer  priests — a  man  of  refine<I  tastes, 
a  fine  orator,  and  a  man  who  cndearri!  himself  to  all  classes.  He  was 
familiaiiv  known  to  his  people  by  the  name  of  I'alher  Bart. 

Monseignenr  Lennihan's  second  visit  to  the  Catholics  in  and  around 
Sheldon  was  in  the  fall  of  1874.  This  time  services  were  conducted  in  what 
\\a>-  then  known  as  the  Husted  hall.  This  hall  was  located  where  Mr. 
Hollander's  <lriis  store  now  stands.  Father  Lennihan.  on  other  visits  to 
Sheldon,  said  mass  in  the  home  of  Joseph  Shinski.  I'athcr  Lennihan  had 
in  those  days,  as  assistant,  Rt.  Rev.  Father  Garland,  now  of  Independence. 
Iowa.  He  said  mass  in  Mr.  Shinski's  home  also.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shinski 
still  live  in  Sheldon  an<l  are  hale  and  hearty.  They  are  highly  respected  by 
the  citizens  of  Sheldon.  .\lr.  Shinski  has  lieen  a  painstakinij  atnl  snccessful 
business  man.  He  and  his  devoted  wife  now  take  life  easy,  enjoying  the- 
fruits  from  long  years  of  industry  and  success,  .\ftcrwards  l-'alher  I^Mini- 
han  and  his  assistant.  Very  Rev.  J.  J.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Catholic  church. 
F.mmettsbtirg.  Iowa,  at  various  times,  attended  the  Catholics  of  Sheldon  dur- 
ing^  the  years  1887  and  1 888.  Father  Smith  was  a  man  of  great  perseverance 
ant]  wonderful  endurance  He  was  a  lover  of  line  horses  and  kept  the  finest 
horses  in  Palo  .Alto  county.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  assisting  to  build 
Up  the  church  in  those  early  da\  s.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Emmettsburg  church 
for  over  thirty  years.  He  died  a  few  years  ago.  Dominick  O'Donnell. 
Peter  Guenthier.  Tom  P)o\viis.  I*at  Murray  and  l)rother.  James  Pardcn,  John 
n. .iic:lierty  and  lauiily.  Jame>  ( IritTiii  aiul  i'atrick  Kelly  were  also  amr»ng 
the  nunilxT  of  the  early  settlers  who  formed  a  part  of  tlie  first  congregation 
of  the  Sheldon  parish.  Hon.  Timothy  Donohue  came  to  O'Brien  county 
from  the  state  of  Michigan  in  1878.  Patrick  Sullivan  and  family  came  to 
<  111  county  from  the  state  of  Minnesota  in  1878,  and  James  P.earom  and 
taimls  canu-  from  Jones  county.  Iowa,  to  O'Brien  countv  in  1878.  These 
families  may  also  be  .said  to  form  a  part  of  the  first  congregation  of  Sheldon 
parish. 

Each  succeeding  year  brought  in  additional  newcomers,  who  settled 

down  on  the  prairie,  and  from  the  rapid  increase  the  necessity  of  forming  a 

parish  fonrd  ii-.elf  upon  the  ( "nthi  ilicv  of  SlicMon,  an<1  Rev.  Patrick  I.vnch 
was  ntficially  appointed  the  first  resident  pastor  of  Sheldon  parish  bv  Rt. 
Rev.  John  Heimes>y.  then  bishop  of  the  state  of  Iowa.    The  appointment 
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was  made  in  the  fall  of  1879.   Father  Lynch  held  services  on  his  coming;  to 

Sheldon,  in  the  city  hall,  which  was  ilmi  located  where  the  fomuT  lionu-  ni 
Dr.  W.  H.  Myers  now  stands.  'I"he  hall  was  afterwards  moved  and  Uicated 
on  the  proi>erty  now  occupied  hy  what  is  known  as  the  McKeever  block. 
Ah<:r  a  short  time  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  i'aul  Railroad  Company  deeded  a 
quarter  block  of  land  for  churdi  purposes.  The  deed  was  made  out  to  Joseph 
Shinski,  Dcmiinick  O'Donnell  and  Peter  Guenthier,  as  trustees  for  the  newly 
organized  parish,  and  in  the  spring  of  iH8{)  they  commenced  the  erection  of 
the  first  Catholic  church  in  Sheldon.  The  dimensions  of  the  church  was 
thirty-seven  lect  in  width,  and  sixty  feet  in  length.  The  erection  ot  this 
building  was  accomplished  at  an  outlay  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
which,  with  necessary  furnishings,  brought  the  total  expenditure  for  this 
purpose  up  to  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  l\e\.  John  .\.  f)'Reilly, 
now  of  Rock  Willey.  succeeded  Father  I.vnch,  .April  1,  1H81.  and  remained 
as  pastor  until  (Jctoher  i.  iS.S.(.  when  Rev.  Timothy  Sullivan,  now  of  C  edar 
Rapids,  was  ap|H)inted  [Kistor  ot  the  Sheldon  parish,  i'ather  Sullivan  held 
the  position  of  pastor  of  the  Sheldon  parish  until  November  13,  iSSg,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James  McCormack,  who  was  appointed  in  1890. 
lie  was  succeeded  by  \'ery  Re\-.  V.  V.  Farrclly,  who  acted  as  pastor  until 
\ovemher  4.  190J.  .\i  that  time  I'ather  Farrelly  was  succeede<l  by  \'ery 
Rev.  T.  Tracy,  who  contimied  as  jxislor  until  December  1,  1905,  when  Rev. 
J.  P.  Barron  was  ap]iointe<l  |)astor  of  Sheldon  parish.  Father  Barron  was 
succeeded  by  Father  McCormack,  the  present  pastor  of  the  Sheldon  congre- 
i,'ation.  he  Ikmiij;  appointed  thereto  in  May,  1910.  and  for  the  second  time  sent 
hack  to  fill  such  |)osition.  In  the  s])rinp  of  iqi  r  I'ather  .McCormack.  a>sistf<l 
by^  his  faithful  people,  commenced  tiie  erection  of  their  new  church  T  he 
dinrch  was  completed  in  and  stands  today,  and  for  all  time,  a  lasting 

monument  to  tlie  priest  and  devoted  Catholics  of  Sheldon.  The  total  cost 
of  the  church  was  forty  thousand  dollars. 

C.\TilOLlC  CHlKCll  .\T  SANHOK.N". 

Ver>'  Rev.  J.  J.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Catholic  chtirch  of  Emmettsburg. 

Iowa,  it  is  stated  upon  reliable  authority,  was  the  first  priest  to  sav  mass  in 
the  Sanborn  parisb.  .'>oon  after  I'ather  Smith's  coiiiintj  to  Sanborn.  Father 
Lynch  was  stationed  at  Sheldon,  in  1879,  as  jjastor.  with  Sanltorn,  Primghar. 
.Ashton.  Sibley,  Rock  Valley,  Rock  Rapids,  Hull  and  Hospers  as  outside 
stations,  attended  from  Sheldon.  Rev.  J.  A.  O'Reilly  succeeded  Father 
Lynch  at  Sheldon  in  1881.    In  November,  1882,  Father  O'Reilly  started  a 
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subscription  list  to  build  a  church  in  Sanborn.  The  committee  in  charge  was 
Mart  Shea,  M.  Collins,  Cornelius  McCann  and  Dennis  Crowley.  In  1882 
the  frainework  of  the  church  was  completed.  In  18.S4  I'nther  Sullivan  suc- 
ceeded l-"ather  O'Reilly  at  Sheldnn.  Father  Sullivan  ])aicl  off  the  deht  on  the 
church  at  Sanborn  and  improved  the  property.  In  i88y  l-ather  .McCornwck 
had  charge  of  Sheldon  and  outside  missions  and  attended  Sanborn.  In 
Xovember,  1893.  the  Sanborn  parish  seaired  its  first  resident  pastor.  Father 
Corbett.  He  was  a  delicate  man  and  remained  there  only  a  short  time. 
Father  McX'amara  was  app<iinted  to  .Sanl)om  parish  in  December,  1895. 
The  next  pastor  appointed  to  SanlK»rn  was  Kev.  J.  F.  Martin.  He  erected 
the  tirst  parochial  residence  in  that  parish.  I-'ather  McCorniack  succeeded 
Father  Martin  at  Sanborn.  August  18,  1898.  He  paid  off  some  of  the  debt 
on  the  plstce  and  improved  the  church  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred eighty-two  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents.  The  present  pastor  at  San- 
l)orn  is  Rev.  I,.  Cfxiper.  a  whole-souled  and  penial  character,  beloved  bv  his 
people.  Thomas  lJurns.  deceased,  was  the  first  Catholic  family  to  settle  in 
Franklin  township.  He  settled  there  June  8,  1874.  Mrs.  Farrdl  and  family, 
Mrs.  McKeever,  T.  Ryan  and  family,  Charles  Hart,  Hugh  Fahey  and  John 
Kelly  were  among  the  first  parishoners. 

THE  CIll'RCU    AT  1'R1.M<;H.\R. 

The  first  rctrnlar  attendance  received  by  the  Catholics  of  I'rimghar  was 
from  Rt  v.  Tiniotliy  Sullivan,  who  went  to  Primi^har  in  the  fall  of  \HHy.  He 
.said  mass  in  the  court  house.  Father  McCormack.  who  look  his  place  at 
Sheldon,  attended  Primghar  during  the  years  1890  to  1893.  saying  mass  in 
the  court  room,  and  in  the  office  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  at  the  latter's 
kind  invitation.  Both  Father  Sullivan  and  I'^ather  McCormack  attended 
Hartley  also  in  those  days.  Fatlier  McCormack  was  acctistomed  to  say  mass 
in  the  room  over  (»ross  cS:  lierhst  store:  also  in  a  hall  on  the  .south  side  of 
the  street.    This  was  during  the  year.s  1890  to  1893. 

In  1900  the  Catholics  of  Primghar  bought  their  present  church  from 
the  Methodist  people,  for  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  moved  it  to 
the  lots  owned  by  them,  and  at  that  time  built  a  foundation  under  it,  plastered 
it.  and  put  in  new  furniture,  at  a  total  ex[>en(liture  of  one  thotisand  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  There  were  but  twelve  families  in  the  first  congre^jation  of 
Primghar  at  that  time,  which  included  among  others  the  following  members  : 
John  Manning  and  sister.  John  Cassidy  and  Frank  Cassidy,  and  families, 
Mrs.  McFarland  and  family,  Joe  Halbach  and  Con.  Harrington. 
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Sutherland  was  first  attended  from  Sheldon  by  Father  Sullivan,  during 
the  years  1885  to  The  h'ttle  churcli  was  not  buih  in  Sutherland  until 

the  sunniier  of  iSSS.  [  In-  thiucli  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  tiollars,  and  the  lot  on  whicli  it  stands  was  purchased  tor  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  It  was  during  Father  Sullivan's  administration 
that  this  church  was  erected.  It  was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone.  June  24.  i8(;i. 
Father  McCorniack  came  in  iHf)o.  He  said  mass  two  f)r  three  times  in  the 
church  before  it  was  destroyed.  He  said  mass  also  in  Mr.  <)"I'.rien's  home, 
and  in  the  upera  house.  After  l-ather  .McCormack,  Kev.  1'.  A.  K.  I'ierney 
came  from  Spencer  to  attend  Sutfierland.  Then  Father  McCauly  and  Father 
Logat,  respectively,  took  charge.  In  1903.  Father  Joseph  Murtagh  took 
charge  uf  the  SutluTland  parish,  lie  bought  the  first  parochial  residence 
<»\vncd  in  the  pari>li,  from  Mr.  W'nt idhury.  for  two  thousand  d<i1Iars.  He 
thd  excellent  work  in  this  field,  and  was  succeetle<i  by  l-'ather  liradley  in 
March,  1905,  who,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  by  Father  LeCair  in  February, 
1907.  Father  l^air  remained  at  Sutherland  until  May  4.  1913.  when  the 
l)resent  pastor.  I'ather  Schenunel.  was  apiK>inte<l  to  the  mission  of  Suther- 
land and  <>ut>ide  stations.  .Since  his  a])iM)intment  he  has  made  imprnvements 
on  the  church  by  putting'  :i  lari;e  lia'^cnicnt  hall  iinflcr  tin-  --anu-.  and  putimji 
in  a  furnace  capaliie  of  lieating  tiie  enure  huildni;.^.  These  were  needed  im- 
provements, and  Father  Schemmel  and  his  good  |)eopIe  are  to  be  congrattt- 
lated  on  wlut  they  have  accomplished. 

•Among  the  settlers  who  belong  to  the  Sutherland  parish  we  mention 
Michael  Sweenev  and  Dennis  O  l'rien.  Mr.  Sweeney  came  U>  O'I'.rien 
county  in  1873.  1  he  «jnly  Catholic  family  at  Sutherland  at  the  lime  Mr. 
Sweeney  came  was  that  of  Thomas  Merrick.  Jc4m  and  Midiael  O'Domielt. 
Frank  and  Martin  Klema.  William  and  Frank  Mathem.  Joseph  Lynch, 
George  New,  the  Kopp  Brothers  (John  Kopp  and  .August  Kopp).  and  Mr. 
Betz  came  later  on. 

Rc\ .  Tiinciihy  .Sullivan,  who  was  pastor  at  Sheldi>n  from  iKS.^  tn  i.'^S'j. 
was  the  tirst  priest  to  hold  services  in  I'auliina  in  1885  or  ii<H(t.  .\t  that 
thne  there  were  but  few^  Catholics  in  Paullina.  After  Father  Sullivan's  day. 
Rev.  Father  Murtagh.  who  was  pastor  at  Sutherland  in  1903,  attended  the 
chitrch  at  I'a'.illina  and  said  ma<s  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Braig. 
It  is  said  that  the  cnin;rci,'atii in  c< iii-istcd  of  nine  memliers.  After  leather 
Murtagh  came  I'aiher  Bra«llcy.  He  was  >uccecdei|  by  leather  LeCair.  and 
he  was  followed  by  the  present  pastor  of  Sutherland.  Father  Schnd,  who 
finds  the  little  congregation  growing  at  Paullina  so  much  so  that  the  congre- 
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gatinn  is  looking  for  larger  quarters  to  hold  service  in.   It  is  to  be  hoped  in 
•  the  near  future  the  faithful  and  persevering  Catholics  of  P.iiillina  w  ill  build 
a  church  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God  and  their  own  spiritual  and  temporal 

wel  fare. 

Let  us  now  ckwe  our  historical  narrative  by  saying  that  nowlicre  under 
the  blue  sky  of  heaven  today  has  the  Catholic  church  a  grander  field  than 
right  here  in  O'Brien  county.    We  are  living  here  today  in  the  midst  of  the 

1tritade«t  and  fairest  minded  men  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  country.  If 
the  Catlioiics  nf  D'r.rit-n  connty  dn  imt  pu'^li  forward  the  itUerosts  of  their 
church  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  in  these  days  of  golden  opportunities,  let 
them  attribute  no  blame  to  any  of  their  neighbors,  but,  on  the  contrary,  blame 
themselves.  Work  now  while  the  sun  of  God's  glory  shines  bright  to  illumine 
your  pathway  through  life,  so  that  at  the  setting  thereof  ue  may  be  recom- 
|KMist'd  for  work  will  done.  DilYcr  a'^  we  may  in  matters  of  faiih.  we  stand 
united  ii|ton  the  common  i^ronnd  of  charity  and  !>ene\  oieiice.  In  the  words 
of  Cardinal  (Mbl)ons,  ""W  c  cannot,  like  our  Divine  .Mastter,  give  sight  to  the 
blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  speech  to  the  dumb,  and  strength  to  the  t)aralyzed 
limb,  but  we  can  work  miracles  of  grace  and  mercy  by  relieving  the  distress 
of  our  siifTering  brethren."  "Religion.''  says  the  Apostle,  "pure  and  unde- 
blcd  before  (lod.  is  this:  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  the  widow  in  their  tribula- 
tion, and  lo  keep  one's  sell  unspotted  innn  the  world."  Or  shall  we  exclaim 
with  the  pagan  Cicero  of  old,  and  say :  **Honiines  ad  Dcos  nunquani  proprius 
accedunt  quam  salutem  hominibus  dando," — ^there  is  no  way  by  which  men 
can  approach  nearer  to  the  gods  than  by  contributing  to  the  welfare  of  their 
fellow  creatures. 

RELIGIOUS  STATISTICS.  ..  > 

The  state  census  reports  for  Iowa  in  1905  give  the  following  on  the 
churches  of  O'Brien  county: 


No. 

X'alue 

Cliurches. 

Membership. 

of  I'rojjerty 

Baptist  (  Regular)  ^> 

f 

100 

$  0.500 

Catholic    

4 

M75 

114,000 

Christian  —  

r 

100 

3.000 

2 

49 

Congregational   

3 

320 

9..S30 

Friends  (Conservative)  

I 

8() 

1.200 

German  Baptist  Brethren. 

I 

35 

1.300 

5 

906 

23.600 
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Xo. 
Churdies. 


iMciulxT.siiip. 
972 

304 


of  Property. 


Methodist  Rpiscopal  —  10 
Presbyterian   4 


66.700 
17,200 


Total 


4»047 


$243,350 


YOUNG  men's  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Yoiiii!^  Mfu's  Christian  Association  work  a*  carried  on  in  O'Brien 
county  had  its  start  in  the  year  1873  when,  in  Dupage  townj.hip.  W  ill  county. 
Illinois,  the  work  was  started  entirely  by  volunteer  leadership  and  lasted 
four  years,  long  enough  to  prove  that  such  work  could  be  done  and  done 
satisfactorily  and  for  the  wellbeing  of  the  boys.  "Undc  Rtjl>ert"  Weidcnsal 
saw  what  Cfuild  Ix?  the  future  of  this  plan  and  f^ave  nnich  study  and  time 
to  it  aiul  saw  it  cxperiTnetited  with  in  difil'erent  sections  of  the  I'nitcd  States. 
He  urgetl  the  international  conventions  to  niake  provisions  for  it  and  finally, 
after  the  woiic  had  been  tried  in  fourteen  different  conununities.  it  was 
recognized  by  the  international  convention  and  a  special  secretary  was  placed 
on  the  iiiuriiational  staff  u>  look  after  this  work.  It  was  at  this  time.  1903. 
that  the  work  was  started  in  Greene  county.  Iowa,  with  Fred  M.  Hansen,  just 
out  of  .'Vines,  as  the  county  secretary.  Mr.  Hansen  had  charge  of  the  work 
in  that  county  for  nearly  tiuree  years  and  was  requested  to  take  chat|!e  of 
the  state  work  and.  as  state  county  work  secretary,  has  seen  live  more  counties 
organized  in  this  state  in  the  following  cvder,  Buena  Vista.  Calhoun,  Sac, 
Pocahontas  and  O'llrien. 

.After  several  re(|iiests  for  this  type  of  work  had  hren  reieived  at  the 
state  office  from  prominent  men  in  this  county,  Mr.  Hansen  and  his  assistant, 
Donald  G.  Cathcart,  came  to  O'Brien  county  on  September  12,  1913,  and 
began  to  investigate  the  coimty  and,  if  enough  people  were  found  interested, 
to  help  with  the  ore^atn'zation.  So  much  encouragement  was  received  from 
the  pro^^ressive.  intltieiitial  citizens  that,  after  the  people  had  been  informed 
of  what  might  he  expected  of  the  work,  a  county  convention  was  called  to 
meet  at  Primghar  on  October  8th  and  ddegations  were  present  from  every 
town  anxious  to  have  the  work  started  with  two  employed  secretaries.  After 
talks  by  Fred  M.  Hansen.  Donald  G.  Cathcart.  State  Secretary  W.  M.  Par- 
sons. Attorney  F.  Fi.  Wilson,  of  Jefiferson.  Rev.  Harries,  of  I'aullina. 
Professor  Graeber,  of  Sutherland.  J.  .S.  Webster  of  Hartley,  it  was  decided 
to  organize  the  county  with  the  following  as  the  first  county  connnittee: 
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John  ^fcCandless,  F.  E.  Frisbee  and  W.  E.  Clag{(.  of  Sheldon ;  D.  M.  Norton, 
of  Sanlmni:  |.  S.  \\cl)stiT  and  J.  C  Joslin.  t>i  Hartley:  O.  H.  Montzlu-imer 
and  W.  S.  Armstrong,  ot  I'rini^'liar :  C.  P.  Jordan  and  Charles  Yonde,  of 
Sutherland,  and  Georgfe  Raw,  Gcorgt;  \V.  Smith  and  C.  C  Cannon,  of  Paul- 
lina.  It  was  also  voted  to  employ  two  secretaries  and  raise  a  budget  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  carry  on  this  work. 

At  thi'  i'\v<t  tniTting  of  tlu-  (•inint\-  coininitlff,  which  was  on  the  evening 
of  the  convention,  ().  H.  Montzluinicr  wu^-  elected  chairman;  C.  C.  Cannon, 
vice-chairman;  George  Raw.  clerk,  and  C.  1'.  Jordan,  treasurer. 

A  large  part  of  the  budget  was  raised  within  the  folbwing  month  and 
on  Novenilier  ii,  191 3,  the  county  committee  met  and  chose  Donald  G. 
Cathcart.  who  liad  helped  organize  the  county,  as  the  county  secretary  and 
Chester  C.  Welch  as  assistant  comity  "Secretary.  The  repiilar  county  work 
was  started  immediately  following  this  meeting  and  at  the  present  time 
(April  I,  1914)  seventeen  groups  are  in  active  operation.  These  groups 
average  about  fifteen  members  each  and  meet  once  a  week  for  Bible  study, 
work  and  play.  Besides  this  an  Ames  gospel  team  was  at  Sutherland  for  a 
week  diirinj;  the  Imlidays  and  eitjht  boys  were  converted;  thirteen  boys  at- 
tended the  Inter-Coimty  Okler  Boys"  Conference  and  four  were  converted,  a 
three-day  Ames  short  course  was  held  at  Sutherland  and  reached  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  farmers,  and  one  at  Primghar  that  reached  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  farmers;  five  lectures  concerning  hog  cholera  were  heard 
by  over  one  thousand  hog  raisers  and  other  cooperative  events  were  held  or 
supplemented  in  the  <lifTerent  coinmiuiities. 

The  ultimate  aim  of  the  county  committee  is  to  have  a  group  within 
easy  walking  distance  of  evcr>  Ix^y  in  the  county  and  have  programs  for  these 
groups  that  appeal  to  the  class  of  boys  that  compose  the  group.  Also  to 
co-operate  with  .ill  mi'\eiiH-nt<  for  the  best  interest  of  the  iieii[ile  of  O'Brien 
county-  as  a  whole  .'iinl  each  community  in  particular,  and,  by  cooperating 
with  the  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agrkulture.  make  O'Brien  county  the  best  county  of  the  best  state 
in  the  Union,  and  this  can  be  done  by  making  better  boys.  "Give  the  boys  a 
chance." — ^Abraham  Lincohi. 
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LODGES  OP  THE  COUNTY. 


ANCIENT  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS. 

In  all  well  f1evelope<l  cinintrie>.  where  rcli,t;iini  and  the  hijjher  urder  of 
civilizeil  lite  obtains,  are  louiul  lodges  ol  this  mo.si  anciciu  and  honorable  or- 
der. There  are  numerous  lodges  within  O'Brien  county,  including  the  follow- 
ing, of  which  only  a  brief  outline  history  can  be  given  in  this  connection : 

Rising  Star  Lcnlgc  N'o.  496,  Ancient  I'rec  and  Accepted  Masons,  re- 
ceived dispensation  from  the  ,i,'rand  master  nnder  date  of  Aiiril  i(S.  rW><. 
to  organise  a  lodge  at  Sanborn  and  on  April  24.  1888.  it  licld  its  lirsl  meet- 
ing, officers  being  as  follows:  J.  B.  Dunn,  worshipful  master;  W.  S.  Arm- 
strot^,  senior  warden:  F.  A.  Turner,  junior  warden;  J.  S.  Nye,  treasurer; 
E.  L.  Ballou.  secretary:  C.  H.  Winterble,  seiii  i  l<acon;  Thomas  T  Mc- 
Mann.  junior  deacon:  H.  E.  Thayer  and  George  J.  Xurth,  stewards;  Geot^ 
M.  Shuck,  tylcr;  I).  Algyer,  chaplain. 

The  charter  members  included  the  above  and  James  Sliaw,  G.  W.  Alex- 
ander,  James  D.  Wilson,  Thomas  Rollins,  E.  C.  Foskett  and  W.  H.  Brown. 
Masters  since  the  organization  have  been  as  follows:  J.  B.  Dinin.  W.  51. 
.\rmstrong.  C.  H.  Slucum,  David  Algyer.  J.  S.  .\'ye.  S.  A.  Carter.  J.  I-"..  Stoli, 
E.  J.  Knglish.  R  Ilininan.  Alexander  Stewart.  W  W.  Artherholt,  I).  H. 
Smith,  n.  A.  .Mitchell,  J.  1'.  Kno.\,  O.  11.  Montzheimcr.  The  present  member- 
ship is  eighty-seven  and  the  present  officers  are:  O.  H.  Montzheimer,  master; 
D.  B.  Shearer,  senior  warden;  E.  E.  Richards,  junior  warden;  R.  Hinman. 
treasurer:  J.  .S.  Nye,  secretary;  David  McCreath,  senior  deacon:  J.  11.  Knox, 
jniiior  deacon;  \V.  A.  Rosecrans  and  .Alex  McCreath,  stewards:  J.  S.  Xyc, 
Jr..  tyler. 

Samara  Chapter  So.  105.  Royal  Arch  Masons,  was  instituted  at  San- 
bom  August  23,  1883,  special  dispensation  having  issued  by  the  grand  high 

priest  of  Iowa  under  date  of  Aiumi  i  7.  1883.  The  first  officers  were:  fleorge 
n.  Olmsted,  hitih  ]>riesi  ;  T.  T  Mexaiider.  kins;:  Cal  Hradstreet.  scrilx-:  11.  D. 
Chapin,  captain  of  h«jst;  Harlcy  Day,  principal  sojourner:  George  B.  Davids. 
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royal  arch  captain:  I'.  M.  I>raily.  master  of  third  veil:  (ici>rge  \V.  Schec, 
master  of  slvoikI  veil;  (Ici>r.i;c  McCviUow.  iiia:-tcr  of  first  veil. 

On  Augu.st  J,  lyoo.  by  onlcr  ut  Graml  iiigh  i'riest  X.  li.  Hyatt,  issued 
in  pursuance  of  vote  of  the  chapter  previously  held,  the  chapter  was  removed 
to  Primghar,  where  it  has  since  been  located,  being  the  only  chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Ma-ions  in  the  cfntnty.  Thn-^e  who  !ia\H-  held  the  oftice  of  hiyh  j)nest 
are  George  H.  Ohn^ted.  Cal  Bradstreet,  W  illiain  ilarker.  J.  H.  Wolf.  Harley 
Day,  O.  H.  MoiUzheinier,  Alexander  Stewart  and  Roy  King.  The  present 
membership  is  eighty-three.  The  present  officers  are:  Roy  King,  high  priest; 
Arch  Shearer,  kii^;  William  Ortman,  scribe;  R.  Hinman,  treasurer;  J.  S. 
Nye,  secretary:  Alex.  Stewart,  captain  of  host;  H.  B.  Bossert.  ])rincii)al 
•iojoitrner:  I).  .Shearer,  royal  arch  captain:  Jess  Hycrs.  niastir  third  \ci]; 
.\le\  McCreath,  ma.ster  secontl  veil;  Ed.  Fritche.  master  first  veil;  J.  B. 
See,  sentinel. 

Primf^ar  Giapter  No.  241,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  was  instituted 
June  22,  1898.  with  the  following  first  officers:    .Miss  Klla  Seckerscm. 

worthy  matron:  Ralph  Hinman.  worthy  patron:  Mrs  Iviiinie  Stott.  associate 
matron:  J.  .S.  Xye.  secretary:  I.  ]'..  Stott,  treasnrer:  .Miss  Merte  Ro;,'ers. 
conductor;  Miss  Glo  Stearns,  associate  conductor;  Mrs.  Eva  Stearns.  Adah: 
Mrs.  Carrie  Armstrong,  Ruth:  Mrs.  Jennie  Montzheimer,  Esther:  Mrs. 
Eimna  Williams.  Martha:  Mrs.  May  Rosccrans.  Electa;  H.  L.  Williams, 
warder:  W.  .A.  Rosecrans,  sentinel. 

The  i)resent  officers  are:  Mrs.  May  Rosicrans.  worthy  matron:  Roy 
King,  worthy  patron;  Miss  Edith  Brown,  associate  matron;  R.  E.  Langley, 
secretary:  Jennie  Montzheimer.  treasurer;  Mrs.  Nellie  Olander,  conductor: 
Mrs.  Ethel  Wolf,  associate  conductor:  Mrs.  Minnie  Metcalf,  chaplain:  Miss 
Ethel  Shearer,  Adah:  Mrs,  Harriet  Hinman.  Ruth:  Mrs,  M;iric  Tiosscrt, 
Esther:  Mrs.  I'"dith  King,  .Martha:  .Mrs.  \'ida  IV-ck.  |{lccta:  .Mrs.  Jessie 
Hinz.  warder;  Ale.x.  Stewart,  sentinel:  Miss  Dorothy  Stamj).  marshal;  Mrs. 
Hilma  Thatcher,  organist.  Number  of  members  at  present  time,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two. 

.According  to  the  statement  of  Da\'id  .Mgyer.  of  Paullina.  in  his  history 
of  the  town,  the  history  of  I'lilton  T.odge  Xo,  .joo.  is  as  follows: 

Oti  the  ifilh  day  r>f  Jinie,  i8iSiS.  by  anthoritv  of  the  grand  Uxlge  of  Iowa, 
a  dispensation  was  granted  to  J.  D.  Laudi.  Ji>hn  \'.  .Adkins.  \V.  H.  Barber, 
George  Haase.  Stephen  Harris,  George  Hakenian.  .A.  Hanson,  W.  W.  John- 
son. C  R.  Waternnan.  W.  N.  Dunham,  Jacob  Fisch,  J.  C.  Doling.  C. 
Dunn.  \V.  H.  Wilkerson,  and  Ceorge  P.  Pnell  to  organize  a  Masonic  lodge 
in  PauUina,  to  be  known  as  Fulton  Lodge  Xo.  499,  Ancient  Free  and  .Ac- 
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cei>tc(l  Masons.  Thoc  l)retlirfii.  having  U-eii  laithlnl  t<i  tlicir  ini-t  and 
eHicient  in  their  workmanship,  were  on  the  4th  day  of  June.  i88y.  grantcil  a 
charter.  The  first  officers  of  Fitlton  Lodge  were :  J.  D.  Laudi.  worshipful 
master:  John  V.  Adkins.  senior  warden:  W.  H.  Barber,  junior  warden; 
George  Hakeman.  treasurer;  George  P.  Btiell,  secretary;  Stephen  Harris, 
senior  deactui:  A.  ('.  Dinin,  innior  deacon:  Georpe  N'eeder,  senior  steward; 
A.  Hanson,  junior  steward;  L.  1\.  \\  alennan,  tyler.  The  lodge  has  grown 
and  prospered  and  has  a  mendiership  of  seventy^four  Ma^er  Masons  and 
the  following  named  have  served  as  worshipful  masters  since  its  organiza* 
tion:  j.  IX  I.audi.  J.  \'.  Adkins.  S.  Harri>>.  (icorge  P.  Bnell.  ( Iiorjje  Veeder, 
Edward  I'achnian.  Henry  Scntt.  David  Al^yer.  and  F.  \'.  D,  I'.i  i^'crt. 

( )n  ihc  -W'd  (lav  of  ( )i,-tol)fr.  1901.  a  charter  from  tlif  yraiid  cliapter 
of  the  Order  of  the  Kastern  Star  ut  hnva  was  granteil  to  the  following 
named  ladies  of  Paullina :  Mrs.  Marie  S.  Algyer,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Adkins,  Mrs. 
Z.  Dudley,  Mrs.  Ruth  Fitton.  Miss  Helen  Algyer.  Mrs.  Minnie  Henderson. 
Mrs  Kate  Hendry,  Mrs.  P.yrdette  Harris.  Miss  Xettie  Metcalf.  Mrs.  Harriet 
I..  Moffit.  Mrs.  Annie  L.  I'ratt.  Mrs  Laura  X'eeder.  Mrs.  M.  J.  Williamson. 
Mrs.  L.  A.  W'ollenberg.  Mrs.  A.  \\  atts  and  Mrs.  Ella  Warner,  to  organize 
Sweet  Brier  Chapter  No.  299  at  Paullina.  The  first  officers  of  the  chapter 
were:  Mrs.  Marie  S.  Algyer,  worthy  matron;  J.  V.  Adkins.  worthy  patron; 
Mrs.  Annie  L.  Pratt,  associate  matron.  The  chapter  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition  w  hh  the  followinjsf  officers :  Mr^.  I'yrdette  Harris,  worthv  matron: 
F.  V.  D.  Bofjert,  worthy  patron;  Mrs.  (icrtriulc  l'.o«;ert.  associate  matron; 
Mrs.  B.  J.  May  torn,  conductress;  Mrs.  Helen  Kaak.  assistant  conductress: 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Adkins.  treasurer,  and  Miss  Lena  Moorhead,  secretary. 

lieacon  Ij>dge  No.  495.  .Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Hartley, 
was  instituted  March  10.  1888.  with  the  following;  charter  members:  John 
I.  Story,  D.  T.  Stewart.  F..  B.  Messer.  Iv  T..  Searls.  Frank  Patch.  John  W. 
Lothian,  R.  G.  Allen,  M.  L.  Gilbert,  I'eter  Sitler,  I'rank  L.  .McOniber,  A.  J. 
Brock.  T.  M.  Corns,  W.  S.  Fuller,  C.  H.  Westfall.  R.  Hodgson,  Sr. 

The  first  list  of  officers  were :  John  I.  Story,  worshipful  master :  D.  T. 
Stewart,  senior  w.irdcn :  F.  B.  Messer,  junior  wardeti ;  F.  L.  McOmbei, 
senior  deacon:  .\.  J.  Brock,  junior  deacon;  R,  G.  .\Ilen.  senior  steward: 
C.  H.  Westfall.  junior  steward;  Frank  Patch,  secretary:  W.  S.  Fuller, 
treasurer;  Peter  Sitler,  tyler:  W.  G.  Lothian,  chaplain.  The  lodge  now  has 
a  membership  of  ninety-seven.  The  second  floor  of  the  Stewart  building, 
on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  has  been  occupied  l>y  tl;i^  iodtrg  since  1901. 
The  elective  oBicers  in  November,  19 13.  were:    H.  T.  Broders,  worshipful 
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master;  H.  J.  Grotewohl,  senior  warden;  C.  C.  Planck,  junior  warden ;  R.  O. 
Rumann.  secretary;  Frank  Patch,  trcasnrer.  I'.  A.  (  imii.  senior  (Uacon; 
Charles  Hincc,  junior  (U-acou;  A.  Teakle.  senior  stewanl;  L.  H.  U'esttall, 
junior  steward;  jolin  Haynes,  tyler;  G.  R.  Gill>ert,  chaplain. 

Abiff  Lodge  Xu.  347,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Sutherland, 
was  instituted  June  7,  1876,  by  the  subjoined  persons:  D.  H.  Wheeler, 
J.  C.  E)oIing,  A.  H.  \Villett,C.  W.  Inman.  E.  C.  Brown.  C  W  Schee.  Harley 
Day,  I'llmer  C.  I'"asketl.  William  H.  I'rown,  S.  |.  Jordan.  W  dliani  Pursell, 
Moses  Dinion.  John  T.  Stearns,  James  Wykoff.  A.  B.  Husted.  R.  C  Jordan 
is  present  worshipful  master;  Leigh  Drake,  senior  warden;  H.  H.  Hendrick, 
junior  warden;  F.  L.  Nichols,  secretary;  H.  N.  McMaster,  treasurer.  The 
present  membership  is  about  seventy-four.  The  lodjje  oun^  their  own  hall, 
valued  at  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  I'.very  mcmlwr  is  paid  up  to  date  and 
every  past  master's  picture  hanj;>  upon  the  walls  of  the  iod^e  room.  It  will 
be  observed  that  this  lodge  is  in  a  tiourishing  condition  and  must  stand  lor 
the  good  things  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  great  fraternity. 

At  Sanborn,  Onyx  Lodge  Na  419.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
was  instituted  in  1909.  Its  officers  arc:  W.  H.  Wheaton,  worshipful 
master:  C  H.  Barl>er,  senior  warden;  A.  \'.  Bradv.  junior  warden;  II.  II. 
Britton,  secretary.  The  present  uienibership  is  one  hundred.  The  lodge 
leases  its  hall.  The  past  masters  have  been:  D.  Barker,  C.  S.  Cornell, 
F.  W.  Horton,  J.  A.  Johnson,  G.  W.  McFarland,  H.  Vanderlip,  T.  Zimmer- 
man. 

Mi>tletoe  IahIj^c  Xo.  376,  at  Sheldon,  was  instituted  June  20,  1876,  by 
the  followinf^  ])erM>ns:  II.  U.  W  yman,  M.  W  inslow.  J.  (.".  Ivlliott,  J.  .\. 
Brown,  S.  W.  Harrington,  J.  D.  Bunce,  E.  A.  Ward,  Robert  Sturgeon,  J.  A. 
Wagner.  A.  E.  Frear,  O.  A.  Boiden,  W.  J.  Dunham,  W.  J.  Newell,  W.  N. 
Strong.  The  present  officers  are:  F.  E.  Frisbee,  worshipful  master;  C.  L. 
Dixon,  senior  warden;  I'.  J.  Brown,  junior  warden;  E.  .A.  James,  senior 
deacon:  F.  W.  Miller,  jumor  deacon;  Benjamin  Jones,  treasurer;  Scott 
Martin,  secretary ;  C.  B.  Brownslow,  tyler.  The  lodge  now  has  a  member- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two.  The  past  masters  of  this  lodge  hav« 
been:  H.  B.  Wyman,  J.  C  Elliott.  W.  N.  Strong.  Ed  C.  Brown.  F,  Howard, 
W.  D.  Boies.  O.  P.  Mabee.  D.  F..  Dean.  P.  W.  Hall.  James  Cowie.  H.  J. 
Cram.  A.  J.  Walsmiih.  11.  R.  P.Umer.  J.  R.  I-:iliott.  II.  J.  B.rackiuy.  P.  E. 
Frisbee.    The  blue  lodge  is  all  ot  Masonry  that  is  represented  at  Sheldon. 
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INDEPENDENT  ORDEK  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 

Otlil  l  elluwsliip  has  long  hatl  a  stronghold  in  U  liricu  count}.  .  The 
fraternity  now  has  prosiieFous  lodges  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  includ- 
ing the  following  who  have  kindly  furnished  the  facts  for  the  author : 

At  Hartk\  tiiere  is  what  is  known  as  Hartley  Lodge  No.  507,  which 
was  iiistitulcd  (lctol)tr  Ji,.  iS<k>-  Aniony;  tlu-  first  mcnihers  were:  F.  \. 
Drake,  L.  C.  (ireen,  Frank  Kelley,  J.  F.  Wheclock  and  C.  I-:.  West.  Ihe 
1913  elective  ofli.cers  are  W  illiam  I'Vanke.  nohlc  grand;  II.  C.  Gunncnnan. 
vice^rand:  C.  Boyce.  secretary:  J.  F.  Eichner.  financial  secretary;  D.  C. 
Maass,  treasurer.  In  1900  the  lodge  erected  a  fine  hall,  costing  three  thou- 
^and  dollars.  Three  degrees  of  the  order  are  represented  in  Hartley,  and 
the  total  ineinW-rshii)  i>  ninety. 

There  is  al.so  a  lixlge  of  this  fraternity  at  Sanborn,  known  as  No.  434, 
and  also  an  encampment.  The  bodies  here  are  in  a  prosperous  conditton  and 
are  a  power  for  good  in  the  surrounding  community,  as  the  rule  is  to  properly 
exeir.pli  l\  tlu-  teachiiij^s  of  the  order.    There  is  a  lodge  at  Sheldon. 

I'aullina  I.od;,'!.'  .\'o.  4^^,  of  Odd  I'ellows.  was  inslitiite<l  on  the  nth  day 
of  I'ehniary.  and  the  following  officers  elected  at  that  time;    W  .  F". 

Clark,  ntible  grand:  W.  li.  Johnson,  vice-grand;  George  Hakenian.  secre- 
tary; W.  W.  .Tohn.son.  treasurer:  T.  Lasson,  inside  guard:  I.  L.  Rerick. 
warden:  C.  S.  Paul,  right  supporter  noble  grand:  W.  W.  john.son.  right  sup- 
porter vice  grand;  C.  .\.  C'ollett.  left  supporter  vice  ijrand.  The  lodge  was 
organin-d  l»y  1-".  R.  Wood,  district  dipiity  ijraiKl  mastt-r.  with  ei-^dit  charter 
members,  being  W.  R.  Johnson,  ThtiHlore  Larson.  \\  .  I-  Clark,  C.  S.  Paul. 
C.  A.  Collett,  1.     Rerick.  c;eorge  Hakeman  and  \V.  W.  Johnson. 

The  members  who  have  served  as  noble  grand  of  the  lotlge  are :  \V.  F. 
Clark.  W.  R.  Johnson.  O.  H.  Hamstrect.  (leorge  P.  Buell.  J.  P.  P.n-.  rt.  J. 
W.  Hunker.  I.  L.  Rerick,  .\.  Thom])son.  1.  D.  Smith.  1..  X  I!  l.aRue,  lames 
.Manley.  \V.  J.  McCauley.  .\.  P.  Jaci>bs.  (ieorge  Carheid.  deorgc  V'eeder. 
A.  W.  Proctor,  George  Ho*lgdon,  William  Stecn,  C.  Meltvedt.  VV.  T.  Winn. 
S.  R.  Hovland.  F.  M.  Bethel.  M.  L.  Peterson,  J.  L.  Delmage.  A.  W.  Barney. 
Charles  Ihlc.  J.  R.  diiner,  W.  M.  S-uter.  M.  Zimmerman.  W.  A.  Hamilton. 
Charlo  Delinai^c.  II.  M.  Sutter.  \  Melt\elilt,  l-"lmer  Hryson.  I.  I'..  Thimij)- 
son,  .\ll)ert  Ihie.  Thco.  Moll,  H.  (,.  (  nip.  John  rjossi-iii.  (  arl  Knill,  ( )scar 
Wallquist  and  George  .\Iiller.  The  lodge  has  enji>yed  a  goiKl,  wholesome 
growth. 

Wild  Rose  Lodge  No.  294,  Daughters  of  Rebekah.  at  PauUina.  has  the 
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subjoined  history  in  l»ricf :  It  was  October  _m,  ifKM.  when  a  larjie  nnnil)er 
of  wives  and  dauphlers  of  members  of  the  ( Jdd  l-"e!lo\\>  fraternity  at  thi-« 
point  organized  a  lodge,  it  now  has  a  nicnibersliip  of  one  iuuulred  and 
seven. 

Sutherland  Lodge  Xo.  415,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  wa.< 
organized  Octnl)er  jo,  iS.^-.  with  James  Parks  as  noble  grand;  H.  A.  Peck, 
vice  grand;  C.  II  I'.riiunall.  secretary:  U.  TIioni]»son.  treastirer  Other 
charter  nienibei>  weri-  jaiiies  Park.  I*".  L  I'.itlwell.  I.  1)  Modesili,  Thomas 
Short.  Thomas  Helhel.  The  lodge  now  enjoys  a  total  memlxrship  of  eighty- 
two.  They  erected  a  substantial  hall  in  191 1.  twenty-five  by  one  hundred 
feet,  at  a  Cijst  of  nine  thousand  dollars.  Three  degrees  of  the  order  are  here 
re])resenteil  i'lu-  .  tVucr^  lekctive)  in  the  fall  of  1913  were  as  fullows: 
IVdikr  I'eddiTsi in,  nutik-  i;r;iii<! :  \\\  M.  \n<lrevvs,  vice  grand  ;  T.  \\".  ilulser. 
.secretary;  deorge  Hraungard,  tinancial  secretary:  R.  W.  Bo\d.  treasurer. 

Prinighar  Lodge  No.  5cw>.  at  Primghar,  was  organized  Octolwr  33. 
1890.  with  the  following  membership:  F.  M.  McCormack.  \V.  H.  Noyes. 
J.  k.  r..ir!and.  H.  O,  Smith.  Hans  J(»hnson.  I-Vank  A.  Turner  and  K.  H, 
(  Mik  riu-  *ir>t  iiuMc  jt^raixl  was  M.  ()  Smith,  and  the  vice  c;ran<l  wa^  R.  I\ 
jiiiio.  The  jjresent  (fall  of  1913)  oliicer>  are:  Alexander  Mclreth,  noble 
grand;  Thomas  Irvin,  vice  grand;  R.  P.  Jones,  secretary;  W.  H.  Brown, 
financial  secretary :  J.  6.  Sanders,  treasurer.  The  lodge  now  has  a  member- 
ship of  eighty-four.  The  lodge  was  organized  in  the  court  house  and  the 
first  night  there  were  tweiity-diu-  new  iiieinhcrs  iiiili.iii-d  into  the  fraternitv. 
I'or  a  time  lodge  was  held  i-wv  the  creamery  an<l  later  was  removed  tn  the 
store  room  of  the  Noyes  building,  which  later  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Then 
the  lodge,  feeling  the  need  of  permanent  quarters,  in  connection  with  Jacob 
Wolf  of  the  Bfll  newspa|)er  office,  erected  the  present  fine  brick  buildii^  on 
the  comer  of  Main  and  Cn.  irdt-,  facing  the  south.  In  this  building, 
which  was  erected  in  iSv;;.  the  order  has  a  tine  ludge  room  and  all  the  furni- 
ture needetl  to  carry  on  the  wi»rk  of  the  subordinate  lodge.  The  part  owned 
by  the  Odd  Fellows — the  second  story — cost  between  five  and  six  thouiiand 
dollars.  The  Yeomen  and  Woodmen  lodges  have  from  time  to  time  leased 
from  the  Odd  Fellows.  A  Rei)ekah  lodge  was  organized  a  few  years  after 
the  original  (trgamzatinn  of  the  Odd  I'ellows  lodge  an<l  still  supports  the 
order  in  excellent  shajK".  Among  the  men  wlio  ha\e  serve<l  as  nol>le  }.;rands 
may  he  recalled  the  following:  M.  O.  Smith.  R.  I'.  Jones.  .\1.  S.  .Melcalf. 
J.  B.  Sanders.  Richard  Gray,  George  Kruse  (deceased),  A.  V.  Conway  (de- 
ceased), Henry  Johnson  (deceased).  W.  H.  (Thristopher,  Thomas  Byers, 
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Thomas  Kaniena,  Frank  lidington,  John  Irvin,  W.  H.  Brown,  W.  X.  Hul- 
bcrt,  John  A.  King,  John  F.  Doyle,  Charlie  R.  Asquith,  James  Beers,  Bert 
Bertelson  and  George  D.  Smith. 

KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHIAS. 

The  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at  Sheldon  has  been  written  up  by  one  of 
its  worthy  leading  memtiers  in  the  following  style — rather  unique: 

"If  we  shall  (l<'i)arf  from  the  stale  usage  hI'  identifying  <iurself  hy  a 
numi>er,  as  though  we  were  an  "item"  of  stack  in  tr;uk'  nr  Minie  such  thing, 
and  insist  that  our  name  is  our  identity  in  the  conunuinty  in  which  wc  live, 
and  elsewhere,  and  accordingly  introduce  the  reader  to  Malta,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  reader  will  understand  Malta  has  some  reasons  satisfactory  to 
itself  for  doing  so. 

"Our  reasons  are  historical,  and  proiiahly  too  ahstruse  to  interest  the 
uninitiated.  Let  it  be  said,  Malta  stands  quite  alone  among  the  many  sul)or- 
dinates — not  in  the  least  subordinate,  but  paramount  and  excellent  in  the 
precepts  of  a  ritualism  at  once  sublime,  far-reaching  and  appealing  to  every 
better  instinct  of  man,  and  making  itself  especially  attractive  to  decent  men. 

"There  is  a  reason  for  .Malta,  among  the  many,  and  the  foregoing, 
conscientiously  practiced,  is  the  reason.  It  is  the  reason  wliv  .Malta  will 
celebrate  her  ipiarter  century  amiiversary  August  7.  iyi4.  u  ilh  a  member- 
ship considerably  in  excess  of  one  hundred. 

"In  that  quarter  of  a  century,  Malta  has  witnessed  the  decay  of  every 
castle  hall  in  this  coimty,  but  one,  more  recently  organized,  and  the  single 
one  in  which  Malta  liad  no  part. 

"Malta  has  seen  the  wreckage  of  Hartley,  Sanlxirn,  Frimghar,  Suther- 
land, Rock  Rapids.  LeMars,  Sioux  Centre,  Hull,  and  some  few^  more  distant 
places,  washed  with  the  ebb  and  flow  of  what  once  promised  to  be  pleasant 
seas.  But  the  men  at  the  wheel  and  in  the  chart  house  failed  in  the  critical 
time  when  channels  varied  from  the  marked  course,  and  bidden  reefs  were 
unchartered. 

"Of  the  lwenly-tw«»  men  who  accepted  charter  for  Malta,  .\ugust  7, 
1889,  PP.  XXV,  eight  arc  active  members  today. 

"Early  in  their  experience  it  was  observed  one  cannot  have  mental  re- 
servations in  taking  solemn  o()ligations, — extraordinary  obligations  as  I)ind- 
ing  as  any  oath  known  to  man. —  and  then  fail  therein,  with  any  greater 
degree  01  c-stccm  by  one's  neighbor.s  tlian  any  other  form  of  perjury. 

"Moved  by  such  meditations,  these  men  carefully  nurtured  the  future 
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of  Malta  by  the  admission  of  those,  in  the  main,  who  could  and  would 
easily  accept  the  stan^Iard  set  for  them. 

"With  sincerity  of  purpose-,  it  was  also  o1)servcd  that  efficiency  in  ritual- 
ism is  of  first  importance  in  diirnity  and  s])irit  of  the  organization. 

"The  same  spirit  controlled  the  L'nilorni  Rank  company,  which  dis- 
banded after  having  taken  three  consecutive  first  prizes,  with  statewide  com- 
petition, for  excellency  in  the  manual  of  arms  and  full  company  movements, 
as  prescrilic-d  hy  the  judges.  The  greatest  performance  was  the  complete 
manual  <>t  arm  and  company  Tnovenu-nts  on  a  baseball  diamond  in  seventeen 
minutes,  with  no  (.rri.r  cliar;.;ed  li>  tlie  work. 

"Such  a  tinng  as  a  pre-arranged  set  of  othcers.  or  '.slate.'  has  never  been 
and  would  not  be  tolerated,  if  attempted. 

"Harmony  is  another  word  for  friendship,  in  knighthood,  at  least,  and 
among  the  Maltese  men  friendship  is  not  endangered  by  any  individual's 
ambition. 

"Malta  declines,  emphatically,  to  indulge  in  any  oi  the  noisy  and  clap- 
trap methods,  sometimes  prescribed;  neither  does  Malta  tolerate  dis$ii)ation 
in  any  form ;  but  of  fun  and  frolic  of  the  wholesome  kind,  there  is  plenty. 
Every  meeting  night  after  business,  a  smoker,  or  musical  by  the  quartet,  are 

among  tlie  nsnal  feature^. 

'■'riiosc  who  were  olficers  twenty-five  years  ago.  those  wIkj  arc  oliicers 
today,  and  those  who  will  be  after  the  first  of  each  year  cannot  possibly 
interest  the  reader." 

Purity  Lodge  Xo,  io'>.  at  Calinnet.  was  organized  in  Januar}%  1908, 
and  now  lias  a  nuniliership  of  fifty-two.  The  first  ()fficers  were:  F.  Nott, 
chancellur  ominKUKkT :  <  ii-orire  Keifsteok,  vice  chancellor;  (icne  (Irant.  i)rel- 
ate;  Thomas  Kehder.  keeiH;r  of  records  and  seal;  I'Ved  Smith,  master  oi 
exchequer;  E.  Mann,  master  of  finance.  The  order  lea.ses  a  hall  over  the 
business  house  of  Mr.  Fleer,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  street.  The  tgt$ 
elective  oflicers  were:  W'ehh  Clark,  cliainellor  commander;  Honnis  W'eise, 
vice  chancell<ir:  (iene  (Irant.  prelate;  (iiiy  Bidwell.  master  at  arms;  |.  Red- 
mann.  ma.^ier  of  work;  OUie  Sohm,  keeper  of  records  and  seal;  (ieorge 
Reifsteck,  master  of  exchequer.  The  past  chancellors  liavc  been  C.  S.  Siev- 
ers,  George  Reifsteck.  E  W.  Miller,  J.  H.  Doling,  F.  Nott. 

Empire  Lodge  .\o.  202,  Kiviihu  iti  TVthias.  at  Sutherland,  was  char- 
tered OcImIkt       iSXS;  has  a  memhershi])  <if  seveiity--iix.  and  lea>es  a  hall, 
riie  present  of(icer>-  are:    C.  J.  Phillips,  chancellor  coniniaii<kr :  (ieorge 
Butler,  vice  chancellor;  I".  L.  Nichols,  secretarv;  Ed.  Briggs.  treasurer. 
(23) 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


TOWNS  AND  TOWNSHIPS. 

O'llriiii  cuinitN  is  now  divided  iiitu  seventeen  siil>-(li\ isi< »ns.  or  civil 
townships.  The  following  is  an  historical  accunnl  of  these  townships,  in- 
cluding the  various  towns  situated  within  their  borders.  In  most  instances 
the  schools  and  churches  of  the  townships  are  found  within  separate  general 
chapters  of  this  work,  hence  have  not  been  repeated  in  these  township  his- 
tories. 

The  incorporated  town*,  ot  O'Biien  county  are  Sheldon,  Sanlwrn, 
Hartley,  Moneta.  Archer.  Pnnii^iuir.  Calumet,  F^tdltna  and  Sutherland.  Its 
unincorporated  towns  are  Gaza.  Ptessis  and  Germantown.  Its  elevator  sta- 
tions are  Ritter.  Evander.  Max  and  Waterman  Siding. 

CITY  CKJVliRNMENT. 

The  incorporated  town  is  under  the  imniedinte  city  or  town  government 

composed  of  a  mayor,  city  or  town  cfumcil.  city  clerk  or  recorder,  city  at- 
torncv  nr  •-ulicitor.  marshal,  strcrt  coinniissioncr,  and  other  city  officials  an<l 
committees.  The  school  governmental  affair:>  are  noted  in  the  Educational 
chapter.  Sundry  town,  township  and  school  items  will  be  considered  under 
other  x'arious  heads  and  articles. 

NAMICS  OK  TOWNSHIPS. 

The  townships  of  the  county  are  Hartley,  Lincoln,  Franklin,  Floyd, 
Sheldon.  Onufja.  Center.  Siunmit.  C  arroll.  Grant  Highland,  Dale.  Baker» 

Watennan.  Liberty.  Union  anil  (  alt-donia. 

The  townships  of  the  county  as  nunilKTcd  n<<rtli  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  according  to  the  system  of  land  surveys  in  Iowa,  are  num- 
bered 94,  95,  96  and  97.  and  the  ranges,  which  are  numbered  from  the  cast 
line  of  Jones  county  in  Iowa,  are  numbered  39.  40.  41  and  43. 
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TOWNSHIP  GOVERNMENT. 


Each  township  in  O'Brien  county  is  six  miles  square  except  Sheldon 
township,  the  seventeenth,  which  is  made  to  conform  to  the  dty  limits  and 

was  formed  that  the  town  might  always  have  within  the  town  two  justices 
of  the  peace.  Sheldon  township  also  hreaks  into  l-'loyd  and  ("arm!!  that 
extent.  Snnnnit  township  also  inchuk-s  all  ih<»i-  pans  of  ("cnicr.  1 1  i,L,fliland 
and  Dale  within  the  city  limits  of  I'rimghar.  Kach  township  has  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  who  have  a  jurisdiction  up  to  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
up  to  three  hundred  dollars  by  consent  of  the  parties.  This  court  can  also 
impose  fines  to  extent  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  commit  or  sentence  to  the 
jail  of  the  county  to  the  extent  of  thirty  days.  This  court  has  sun<lry  other 
duties.  The  justice  may  perform  the  marriage  ceremony.  A  township  has 
three  trt»tees  and  a  clerk,  who  deals  with  township  matters,  induding  road 
work  and  certain  drainage  matters,  boundary-line  items,  court  of  fence 
viewers,  deal  with  trespasses  of  domestic  animals,  making  township  levies 
and  other  duties.  The  road  supervisor  is  the  executive  ofVicer  in  Tuany  of 
these  duties.  These  tru.>teis  and  the  clerk  manage  and  act  as  judges  of 
election.  The  assessor  makes  the  asses.sments  of  property  and  other  returns. 
The  township  oflkials  in  the  main  make  their  ^reports  to  tiie  county  auditor. 
A  township  can  neither  sue  nor  be  sued,  this  being  a  protection  to  the 
people  as  against  the  fretpient  fluctuations  in  meml)ership  of  this  body  of 
men.  .\s  a  rule  the  school  districts  are  laid  oft'  with  reference  to  township 
lines,  though  meandering  streams  and  other  conditions  at  times  prevents 
this.  It  is  not  a  necessity.  The  independent  district  of  Primghar  has  terri- 
tory in  the  four  townships  of  Summit.  Center.  Highland  and  Dale.  Suther- 
land school  territory  includes  parts  of  Waterman.  I.iherty  and  Grant.  The 
independent  district  of  Hartley  includes  parts  of  Hartley.  Omega.  Lincoln 
and  C  enter.  The  independent  district  of  Sheldon  has  territory  in  Floyd, 
Sheldon  and  Carroll  townships  in  O'Brien  county  and  quite  a  large  territory 
also  in  Sioux  county.  This  question  of  school  independent  districts  holding 
territory  in  more  than  one  county  gave  rise  to  considerable  litigation  in  its 
early  organisation,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Sioux  county  re- 
sisted same,  hut  .Sheldon's  proximity  to  the  county  line  made  it  necessary 
and  the  courts  sustained  Sheldon's  reasonable  necessities. 
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PLATTING  OK  TOWNS  AND  ADDITIONS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  plattings  of  the  several  towns  and  addi- 
tions thereto,  with  the  iiai)ics  oi  persons  platting  same  and  dates  thereof.  It 

will  nt>t  ineati  the  dates  uf  the  lirst  l»e<,'iiininf;s  of  the  towns,  as  in  some  eases 
the  actual  plattings  occurred  after  tlie  towns  were  in  fact  started.  I'his 
list  will  mean  liie  record  plallin^s.  and  will  illustrate  the  dales  and  periods 
of  the  general  growths  and  demands  of  the  several  towns  for  enlargements, 
as  the  towns  have  grown. 

Shddon. 

Original  town.  January  3.  1873,  by  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  Railroad. 

!-"irst  Addition,  July  16.  1875.  hy  the  railroad. 
Second  Addition.  Se|)teniher  J<>.  iXj'j.  hy  the  railroad. 
Third  .K<ldiliun,  (Jctohcr  J5.  1883.  hy  the  railroad. 
Fourth  Addition,  September  11,  1883.  !)y  Frank  H.  Xash  and  Scott  M. 
Udd. 

Fifth  A'Mition.  July  23,  1888.  hy  O.  M.  Barrett  and  William  H.  Sleeper. 
Sixth  \dditiiin,  May  hv  Henry  C"  Lane. 

Seventh  Adtlition.  .\pril  .'5.  i8'J4,  hy  Henry  L".  Lane. 
KiglUh  Addition,  March  25.  1904.  hy  James  (irilVin. 
Bishop's  Addition,  May  .f,  1892,  by  J.  W.  Bishop. 
Dean's  Addition,  .\ugiist  11.  1896.  by  Stephen  S.  Dean. 
Xomial  Ct>lle},'c  .\dditi«)n.  May  jg,  i8<j.^.  hy  Henry  C.  Lane. 
Drake's  Outlots  or  Addition,  November  15.  1894.  by  executors  of  Klias 
K  Drake. 

Simny  Side  .Addition,  Jul\  17,  iSds,  by  Angeline  Donovan. 

Phimghar. 

Original  town.  Xovenil)er  i  '^7-'.  by  W.  C.  (ireen  and  James  Rohcrts. 
!'>r<jck  &  Stearas'  .\dilition,  May  24.  1876,  l>y  A,  J.  Brock  and  John  T. 

Stearns. 

Schee  &  .Stearns'  Additi<»n,  Xovcmljcr  3.  1887,  by  Geo.  \\ .  Schce  and 
John  T,  Steams. 

Shuck's  Addition.  May  3.  i887,  by  E.  W.  Shuck. 

Shuck's  Second  .\dditir)n.  Decemher  .^o.  1887.  Iiy  I'.  W.  Shuck. 

Peck  &  Shuck's  .\ddition.  .\ugust  17,  1887,  by  J.  L.  E.  Peck  and  E.  \V. 
Shuck. 
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Di  rliy  iX:  Rowan's  AcMition.  September  I.  1887,  and  Januar>'  28.  1888, 
bv  I'.  \.  iKrby  .'iinl  |aiiu-s  Rowan. 

Slocuni,  TuriKT  &  Armstrong  s  Additiuii,  September  5,  1887.  by  George 
R.  Slocum,  Frank  A.  Turner  and  William  S.  Armstrong. 

Sanborn. 

Original  town.  December  18.  1878,  by  Jonathan  A.  Stocum  and  John 

Lawler. 

TealioiU  N  Addition.  May  g,  18S5.  by  I.  I..  (Irtcn  and  I  rank  real«nu. 
Alexander  s  Adtlition.  February  13.  1883.  i)y  T.  J.  Alexander. 
Highland  Park  Addition.  May  26,  1892,  by  M.  M.  Bums.  G.  H.  Klein. 
E.  J.  Hatch  and  R.  P.  Edson. 

Phelps'  Addition.  April  3.  1893.  by  D.  R.  Phelps. 

Hartlcy. 

Original  Itnvn.  January  15,  1881,  by  J.  S.  Finsler  and  Horace  lioag- 

land. 

Mickey's  Addition,  August  8,  1889.  by  W.  A.  Mickey. 

Cnissan's  First  .\ddition.  October  22.  1886,  by  .\llen  Crossan. 
Crossan"-;  Second  .\ddition.  St(itfml)cr  jj.  1887.  by  Allen  Crossan. 
("rnssan's  Third  Addition.  June  30,  1S88.  by  Allen  Crossan. 
Woodward's  .Addition.  December  17.  1887.  by  R.  .\.  Wocxlward. 
Brown's  Addition.  July  15.  1890,  by  W.  L.  and  Isaac  Brown, 
Piitch's  Addition.  September  7.  1895,  V  Frank  Patch.  F,  A.  Ahrens 
and  J.  H.  Ca]x'cins. 

Cros>an's  Park  .\ddilion.  .\|>ril  if>.  iS</i.  by  Frank  Patch. 

Xel.son's  .Addition.  June  30.  1888.  by  Bertha  .Wlson. 

Young's  Addition.  April  14.  1896,  by  M.  J.  Young. 

Young's  Pleasant  Hill  Addition.  October  23,  1896,  by  M.  J.  Young. 

Patton's  Addition.  March.  1914,  by  J.  W.  Patton. 

.1/<i.r. 

Town  or  station  of  Mas,  .April  21.  1900.  by  J.  K.  Mc.\ndrc\v. 

Moneta. 

Town  of  Moneta,  May  17,  1901.  by  Giarles  H.  Colby. 
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Plcssis  or  Cyrcno. 

This  town  was  first  platted  as  Cvreno,  by  Gustav  W  ells,  April  3,  1900. 
but  owing  tu  the  fact  that  there  was  another  town  by  that  name  in  the  state 
it  was  later  changed. 

Archer. 

Town  ol  Archer.  1-ehruiiry  to,  1888,  by  Williani  Van  Epps  and  Charles 
£.  McKinney. 

PauUina. 

Town  of  Paullina.  December  31.  iH<Si.  by  Western  Town  I-ot  Company. 
Harker  &  Greene  s  Addition,  August  22,  1885,  by  \\  illiani  liarker  and 
J.  Lm  Greene. 

Out  Lots  K.  to  S.,  June  6,  1899,  by  Western  Town  Lot  Company. 
Blocks  25  to  31.  August  22,  1904. 

Siitlicrland. 

(Original  town.  March  6,  1882.  by  Western  Town  Lot  Company. 
Freimark's  Addition.  May  6,  1882.  by  Julius  Fruimark. 
Lntzil!  >  Addition.  May  i.v  by  .Nicholas  l.ulzeil. 

Bonath's  Addition,  July  0.  1882.  by  .\ugust  Bonath. 
Peck's  Addition.  April  [3.  1883.  by  Horace  Peck. 

Town  of  CaUiiuet. 

Original  town.  November  13.  1887,  by  Western  Town  Lot  G>nii)any. 
W.  B.  Morse  Addition,  Jime  3,  1893.  by  W.  B.  Morse,  Mary  E.  Stewart 

and  <'ivvj_v  W.  Louthan. 

Fir~l  Aildition.  Januarv  20.  uioo,  by  Western  Town  Lot  Company. 
W  .  M.  lUuice  l"irst  Addition,  May  18.  i8<j5.  by  W.  M.  Bnnce. 
W.  M.  Bunce  Second  Atldition.  March  27,  1895.  by  W.  ^L  Bunce. 
W.  M.  Bunce  Third  Addition,  December  3,  igo6.  by  W.  M.  Bunce. 

Woodstock  or  Gasa. 


This  town  was  first  platted  and  named  Woodstock  and  later  changed  to 
Gaza  by  reason  of  there  being  another  town  in  the  state  by  that  name. 
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Germantown. 

* 

Germantuwn,  June  lO,  1901.  by  Fred  Kluender,  Geoi^e  E§^rt  and 
Edward  Bcerinan. 

TOWN  PLATS  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

The  following  arc  the  doscriptions  hy  section,  township  and  range  of 
the  sundry  town  plats  of  O'Brien  county  from  the  earliest  to  the  present 
date : 

The  first  village  platting  was  that  which  surveyor  J.  H.  Davenport  exe- 
cuted for  what  was  known  as  "O'Brien,"  situated  m  the  northwest  quarter 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  36,  township  94.  range  39,  consisting  of 

a  forty-acre  tract.  It  was  dated  A'ltjust  23.  18^)1  { paye  i  <>f  hook  "A,"  FX'cd 
Accords).  The  original  desi-ripliuii,  as  tnaile  of  the  town  ])I:tt  Iiv  C  oiinty 
Sur\eyor  Davenport,  is  written  on  a  sheet  ol  legal  cap,  which  was  pasted 
later  to  the  first  page  of  the  county's  deed  record  book,  and  it  is  a  curiosity 
for  several  reasons.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  sur- 
veyor thoughtlessly  stated  in  the  record  that  the  principal  streets  were  to  be 
fifty-tour  feet  and  thirteen  inches  in  \vi(hh.  nicaninje;  of  course  fifty-five  t'eet 
and  one  inch  wide.  The  sur\cy  was  made  in  Aiigiisi.  i»S6i — the  opening 
year  of  the  great  Civil  War,  and,  strange  to  relate,  the  streets  were  named 
in  many  instances  after  men  who  became  prominent  in  putting  down  the 
Rebellion,  for  example  there  was  Lincoln  street.  Hooker  street,  Sherman 
street  and  (irant  street. 

The  land  on  which  O'Brien  was  platted  was  in  what  is  kn<»wn  as  Water- 
man civil  town.ship.  It  was  sold  to  the  county,  or  rather  to  John  11.  Irwin. 
Robert  A.  Queen  and  Samuel  L.  Berr) .  for  five  hundred  dollars,  by  William 
M.  Snow  and  wife,  April  12,  1859. 

This  was  the  original  town  platting  of  O'Brien  county,  but  was  long 
since  used  lor  farming  purp<>ses.  as  the  town  site  never  developed  into  a  real 
live  town.    However,  it  was  tiie  Hrst  county  seat. 

Primghar  was  platted  November  8.  1872,  on  section  36,  township  96, 
range  41.  The  names  of  the  proprietors,  as  shown  by  record,  were  W.  C. 
Green  and  wife  and  lames  Roberts. 

Sheldon  was  platted  lannarv  on  section  31,  township  97,  range 

42,  by  the  .Sioux  City  .K:  St,  I'aul  Railroad  Company. 

Sanborn  was  platlctl  January  8.  1879.  on  the  west  halt  of  the  northeast 
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quarter  and  iIk-  east  halt  <>t  the  northwest  quarter  of  sectiuii  35,  township 
97,  range  41,  by  J.  A.  Stocuin  and  wife. 

Hartley  was  platted  April  18,  1881.  on  section  32,  township  97,  range 
39,  by  E.  N.  Finster.  J.  S.  Finster,  Horace  E.  Hoogland  and  wife. 

I'atillina  was  plattc<l  laiiiiarv  20.  1882,  OH  section  9,  township  94,  range 

41.  by  the  \\  t>tern  Tnwn  l.i.i  cOmiKiny. 

Sutiierlainl  was  ])latteil  March  Ji,  i88j,  on  section  7,  township  94.  range 
39.  by  the  Western  Town  Lot  Company. 

Calumet  was  platted  November  16,  1887,  on  section  22,  township  94. 
range  40,  by  tin  ("lirrokce  and  W  estern  Town  Lot  Company. 

Gaza  was  ])latied  a-  "\\  t>, .dstock."  April  iX.  iSSS.  on  seciimi  _'S.  town- 
ship 95.  ranjre  40.  by  the  '  hemkee  t<:  Western  T<i\vn  Lot  t  ninpanv. 

.Arclier  was  phitied  August  _*5,  iSi^iS.  on  section  -'4.  township  i/),  range 

42,  by  William  Van  Epps  and  wife.  Charles  E.  Kinney  and  wife. 

Max  was  platted  July  ii,  1899.  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  32, 
township  97.  range  40.  by  the  C'hicagi>.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Com- 
pany.   Thi^  plattiii;^      v.  itiiiii  l.incfbi  towiisliip. 

(iernianti lu n  was  platted  June  10.  u/ji.  on  sections  22  and  23  of  town- 
ship 94,  range  4.',  by  Edward  D.  Beerman. 

Moneta  was  platted  May  10,  1901.  on  sections  13  and  24.  township  96, 
range  39. 

Cyren')  ilaui  ntid  tiuw  called  I'kssis)  was  jdatted  August  15,  1901.  On 
secti'in  HI.  ti i\\ ii--hi|)        rani^e  40.  I)y  Gustav  and  Lena  Wills. 

Uuier  was  platted  as  a  station  point  on  the  Lhicagu.  Minneapolis  &  St. 
Paul  railroad,  on  section  5,  of  Floyd  township.  It  is  a  new  town  and 
naturally  has  but  little  business  importance  at  this  date. 

Plessis,  a  new  town  site,  platted  on  the  southeast  of  section  10,  Lincoln 
township,  is  a  .station  point  on  the  Rock  Island  system,  northwest  from 
Hartley. 

The  vicinity  of  Erie  postofllcc  on  section  33.  ttnvn.ship  94.  range  ^o, 
was  platted  as  "South  O'Brien."  by  John  H.  Roe  and  Frank  E.  and  Emma 
WTiitmore,  April  15.  1872,  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  33.  townshit. 

94.  ranye  40.  It  never  amounted  to  anything  aiul  was  (inally  vacated  5ij- 
O.  H.  ^blnt?heimer  and  wife  fowners)  in  full  of  the  original  plat.  It  watl 
legally  vacated  on  \]>ril  30.  1892. 

TOWN  AND  TOWNSHIP  GOVERNMENTS. 

The  city  and  town  go\ernnients  in  O'Brien  county  are  managed  and 
conducted  by  a  mayor,  a  city  coimcil  of  five  members,  a  treasurer,  clerk  or 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


t>'BKlliN  AND  U.SCKOI.A  OH  NTIKS,  lOWA. 


recorder,  assessor,  marshal,  fire  marshal,  city  ph\sician.  city  solicitor  and 
such  other  oflicials  and  coniniittcc^  situatiuns  demainl.  I'hc  town  council 
is  in  effect  the  !ei:islati\ c  or  lavv-niakinj^;  power  in  the  |)assa^'e  oi"  iTiiinances 
which  become  the  laws  of  tlic  town.  Tiiis  council  hecotnes  and  organizes  a> 
the  local  board  of  health.  It  manages  the  revenues  and  finances  of  the  town. 
The  mayor  is  the  executive  officer,  and  as  a  court,  in  addition  to  enforcing 
the  ordinances,  has  largely  the  iurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  both  in 
criminal  nnd  ci\il  matters  riie  town  may  own  or  manage  all  needed  public 
utilities.    They  are  the  city  tathers. 

TOWNSHIPS. 

Tiie  townships  are  nianaijerl  hy  a  hoard  of  thnc  tni^tec^.  a  ckrk. 
assessor  and  road  supervisors.  Each  township  lias  two  and  may  luuler  cer- 
tain conditions  have  four  jtistices  of  the  peace.  This  is  in  reality  the  people's 
court.  It  comes  nearer  in  touch  with  the  people  than  any  other  court.  Tlie 
justices  may  render  jttdjjineiits  for  one  hundred  d<4lars  and  by  consent  of 
I)arties  up  to  three  liimdred  (1i>!lar'«.  \  justice's  jury  consists  of  six  jurors. 
Constables,  two  in  eaih  tnwnsiiip,  execute  and  serve  the  writs  and  notices 
of  the  court.  The  justice  may  perform  the  marriage  ceremony,  deals  with 
estray.s,  may  act  as  coroner  in  his  absence,  and  perform  sinKlry  lesser  dtities. 
The  trustees  expend  the  township  funds  and  oversee  all  road  questions  and 
.act  a<  fence  viewers  and  determine  tpiestions  ari-^iiii:  hy  Ircspa'^'*  of  >t<ick. 
make  the  to\vnslii]>  levies,  and  act  a^  a  tounslii]i  health  Ixanl  and  other 
duties.  The  a.s.>ies.sor  makes  the  property  as^oi^ments  lor  the  township.  The 
road  supervisors  manage  the  road  work.  It  is  one  peculiar  feature  of  a 
township  that  it  can  neither  sue  nor  be  sued  in  the  courts  of  Iowa.  This 
becomes  a  protection  to  a  township.  It  is  so  done  for  the  reason  that  ti.wn- 
.*thips  at  best  are  indetinite  in  the  ]>erpetuation  of  their  records  lndee<l.  this 
is  true  to  such  an  extent  that  many  townships  do  not  at  ail  time>  maintain 
a  full  set  of  officials  and  vacancies  and  resignations  and  removals  are  numer- 
ous. 

PIX)YD  TOWNSHIP  ^ND  CITY  OP  .SIIELnON*. 

On  April  i.  t^jJ,  what  is  now  hloyd  lt)wn.ship  was  .set  apart  from 
Liberty  and  what  is  now  Franklin  was  detached  from  Center  and  the  two 
called  Floyd,  and  the  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  John  D.  Butler, 
on  the  northwest  iptarter  section  jj.  in  the  town-hip  Floyd  township 
was  named  after  Sargent  Floyd,  who,  in  1803,  made  the  long  voyage  of  dis- 
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coveiy  along  with  and  as  part  <>f  tin-  Lewis  and  C"lark  exj)editi"n  up  the  Mis- 
souri river  to  the  Pacific  coast.  On  the  return  trip  this  young  soldier  died 
of  a  fever  on  board  a  Missouri  river  transiiort  and  was  buried  in  a  kmely 
bUiflf  near  the  river.  Later  his  remains  were  removed  to,  and  a  fine  monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory  on.  a  sightly  bluff  just  to  the  south  of  the  city. 
The  I'luyd  river  was  also  named  in  his  honor. 

This  is  the  extreme  ii()rthwe>t(Tn  sub<livision  of  O'lirien  innntv.  l  iie 
Floyd  river  courses  its  way  through  ilic  township  from  the  northeast  to  the 
southwest.  The  Giicago,  Minneapolis.  St.  Paul  &  Omaha  railroad  line  ex- 
tends through  the  western  portion  of  the  territmy,  with  staticm  points  at 
Sheldon  and  Ritter.  while  the  Illinois  Central  (Sioux  Falls  and  Cherokee 
division)  clips  the  snuthwcsteni  corner  at  Sheldon.  The  Milwaukee  railroad 
runs  through  the  entire  southern  tier  of  sections. 

This  township  had  a  poi)uIation  of  five  htmdred  and  seventy-five  in 
1910.  It  has  scHne  of  the  finest  land  and  best  improvements  to  be  seen  in 
all  northwestern  Iowa.  Sheldon,  the  largest  town  in  the  county,  is  noted 
for  Ix-intj  full  of  the  spirit  of  t^enuine  modern  enterprise  and  industry.  It 
made  a  hard  right  in  years  gone  by  for  tlie  county  seat,  but  was  foiled  by  the 
decision  of  the  masses,  who  believed  that  the  center  oi  the  county  was  the 
proper  place  for  the  seat  of  justice. 

EARLY  SETTLERS. 

During  1871  the  following  persons  came  to  Floyd  township  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  permanent  settlement.  Commencing  with  John  Mart,  who 
settle<l  on  the  southeast  (|uarter  of  section  14.  where  he  resided  continually 
until  189^),  then  removed  to  Missouri. 

J.  \V.  Davis  .settled  here  m  1.S71.  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  22, 
Iwt  in  a  few  years  left  for  other  parts,  later  settling  in  Missouri,  where  he 
died  in  191 1.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  had  a  shop  on  his  claim.  Daniel 
dress  lived  in  this  township  a  ninnber  of  years  and  fought  grasshoppers  on 
the  nor'thea>;t  (piarter  of  section  2.  while  his  son.  William,  located  on  the 
southeast  (juarter  of  the  same  section.  The  elder  Gre-s  tinallv  retired  in 
Sanborn.  Charles  Whitsell  of  section  18.  C.  H.  Lingenfelter  located  <mi 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  6,  later  removed  to  Wisconsin.  Calvin 
Hook,  noted  inusie  teacher,  on  the  .southwest  of  section  36,  later  mox'ed  to 
Hull.  Iowa.  Oru  id  ( "hrisman  settled  in  the  towiishi]»  in  iS^i.  oti  the  north- 
west fjuarter  of  seelion  J  .Hiid  later  \ear>  lived  in  .SaiilMirn.  (  )lliers  who 
added  to  the  settlement  in  1871  were  John  D.  Butler  and  ^ou,  John  H.,  who 
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selected  their  daini.s.  Tlie  turnicr  located  011  the  nurtheasl  (jnarter  of  section 
22  and  tlie  latter  on  the  northwest  (juarter  of  the  >an»e  section.  They  wintered 
near  Cherokee  and  returned  in  the  ai^i  ing  of  187J,  and  both  built  a  sod  shack. 
The  first  election  in  Floyd  township  was  held  in  J.  W.  Davis's  sod  claim  shack 
in  the  fall  of  that  year. 

t".  W.  Copping  settled  on  the  soutlnvest  (|iiarter  ot  ^rction  14.  while  his 
brother.  E.  J.,  located  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  2^,  both  coming 
in  1872.  The  graj».shoppers  made  it  so  uncomfortable  for  these  settlers  that 
they  finally  left  the  county. 

Other  Settlers  of  about  the  tlate  of  1871-72  were  Timothy  Donaghue 
of  section  36  (  Mr.  Donaghue  in  later  years  was  a  menilxT  of  the  Strite  LeLjis- 
lature  <if  Iowa)  ;  E.  R.  (Ireg^,  in  the  sijrini,'  of  1872  on  the  southeast  tjuarter 
of  section  _'4.  Both  he  and  Eliza  \\  .  Gregg  moved  away  during  the  days  of 
grasshoppers;  P.  C.  and  A.  W.  Hicks  settled  on  section  4  in  1872;  the  same 
year  came  C.  W.  Beach  to  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  36.  Then  fol- 
lowed Lyman  Kellogg  on  section  6:  H.  H.  Hawley  on  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  22;  he  was  a  local  preacher  and  left  the  county  many  years  since. 
Robert  J,  Cliff  came  in  187J,  as  did  also  J.  M.  \'an  Kirk.  \\  hen  \'an  Kirk 
took  his  claim  several  persons  wanted  the  same  land — four  in  all.  They 
reached  Sioux  City  on  the  same  train  and  there  was  nothing  left  by  which 
the  claim  could  he  decided,  save  t  ot  race,  and  this  they  all  vigorously 
entered  into,  but  \'an  Kirk  was  the  lleetest  and  entered  the  land  r.lVice  first, 
yellinj,'  at  the  top  of  his  voice.  "I  want  to  tile  on  the  east  half  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  ^2  in  (>/.  42,"  and  mingled  with  the  last  of  his  words  was  a 
chonis  of  the  same  from  the  rest  of  them.    He  was  given  the  land. 

Isaac  M.  White  settled  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  32  in  1872 
and  William  W'hitsell.  the  same  year,  claimed  land  in  sectinn  V'.  John  M. 
Wood  settled  ou  st-dion  jS  in  1X7J.  but  later  removed  to  ."-^heldon.  John  V. 
Walters  claimed  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  jH.  where  he  died  a  lew 
years  later.  Edward  Wells  took  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  4  and  re- 
mained many  years.  In  1872  L.  S.  Stone  claimed  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  18.  He  at  once  planted  out  a  very  large,  nice  gro\'e.  which  grew 
rapidly  and  ua^  known  far  and  near  as  Stone's  Grove. 

We  con)e  now  to  speak  more  especially  of  the  tir.-^l  settler,  who  was 
Thomas  Robinson,  who  came  to  ^e  township  in  the  month' of  Ma>-.  1870, 
and  laid  claim  to  the  east  half  of  the  soirthwest  quarter  of  section  30.  on 
which  he  liroke  three  acre>  that  stunnier.  and  put  up  a  shack  in  which  to  live, 
lie  wintered  el^ewiiere  the  fullowing  season  anci  returned  in  1871.  and  cross- 
plowed  the  three  acres,    lie  brought  his  family  in  1871  and  he  there  resided 
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until  his  dentil  in  iSSj.  ]\v  was  n  man  of  tin (n^ilit.  a  t;<i<Hl  writiT  and 
withal  a  very  conscientious  man.  lie  had  seven  children,  all  well  known  in 
this  county  in  later  years. 

Three  of  Warren  Potter's  sons  came  in  the  fall  of  1870.  These  were 
Lyman.  William  and  John  Totter.  They  droxc  thnnigh  from  Wisconsin, 
landins';  in  Cherokee,  where  they  were  advised  liy  relatives  to  look  over 
O'l'.rien  county,  so.  with  Mr.  .Si)rat,Mie  to  pilot  thenu  they  tinaliy  landed  in 
l-"loyd  townsliip.  Lyman  selecletl  land  in  section  8.  an<l  John  H.  took  the 
south  half  of  the  section.  William  was  not  yet  old  enough  to  file.  They 
went  to  the  land  office  at  .Sioux  City  and  made  their  filings  and  the  next  sjiring 
returned.  Iniiit  shacks  and  liecaine  actual  settler-.  The  tather.  Waru-ti  T'ot- 
ter.  came  in  the  early  sprins^  of  1S71,  -ettliui;  nii  ilu-  .-or.ili  h.ilt  nf  the  siauh- 
east  t|uarter  of  section  8.  and  luigene.  another  son,  on  the  north  half  of  the 
same  quarter.  The  Potter  boys  raised  .some  com  on  the  land  broken  the 
year  before. 

.A.  B.  Hicks  came  to  the  township  in  1S70.  settling  on  the  southeast  of 
section  iS  He  started  the  first  u'rove  in  l-'Inyd  towiisliip  \fter  si-veral 
years  he  removetl  to  the  I'aciCic  coast,  where  a  few  yeais  later  he  died.  Ben 
Jensen  settled  the  northwest  of  section  3J  in  1S70,  built  a  typical  soti  house 
and  remained  there  until  1876.  then  pushed  on  further  west.  Swan  Peterson 
came  with  Jensen  and  claimed  the  northw  est  of  section  32,  and  he  also  moved 
west  in  iR/f).  He  was  a  man  possessin},'  an  inventive  turn  of  nn'nd  and  was 
working  on  a  per]>elual  motion  maihitie  which  he  liojK-d,  nf  course,  to  make 
a  fortune  out  *jf.  He  failed,  as  have  all  others  who  have  tried  the  im- 
possible. The  curious  contraption  of  a  machine,  with  its  many  wheels  and 
pulleys,  was  left  behind  when  he  moved. 

.\  goodly  number  of  German  settlers  came  to  this  township  in  1870-71. 
John  Meyers  was  anioni:  this  clas>  lie  I<K;ited  on  section  iS  He  was 
overtaken  hy  tlie  grasshopper  plague  in  1.S73  and.  Ueint:  discouraj;eii  and  tired 
of  life,  finally  ended  all  by  taking  his  own  life.  He  stcMxl  l>efore  a  mirror 
and,  placing  a  revolver  to  his  head,  committed  the  fatal  deed. 

J.  A.  Brown  was  another  pioneer  here:  he  came  in  1871,  ctoimiiig  the 
northeast  (piartcr  nf  section  8.  Later  he  was  the  well-known  landlord  of 
the  .Sheldon  Ilnusf.     He  die<I  in  Sheldon,  resjtected  In  all. 

Others  of  about  that  <iate— all  certainly  early  in  the  seventies — were  A. 
Bloom,  Seymour  Shrylock  (northwest  quarter  of  section  8).  Girey,  William 
Lyle.  Isaac  Clements  (southwest  quarter  of  6),  James  Glenn  and  others 
whose  names  appear  of  record  in  the  land  office,  also  L.  Hacket  and  B.  F. 
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Luce.  Isaac  Qcinents  later  on  in  years  was  county  recorder  four  years  and 
for  many  years  since  has  been  and  now  is  a  merchant  in  Primghar. 

SHELDON. 

Shclilou.  the  larijest  town  in  O'Brien  cntinty,  had  its  comnienceiucnt 
when  the  .Milwaukee  and  Omaha  hues,  as  now  understood,  readied  the  ixfint 
where  now  stands  the  city,  July  3,  187J,  the  surveyors  having  laid  out  the 
town  the  summer  before.  It  was  on  this  day  that  the  construction  train 
for  the  Chicago.  St.  Pauh  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  road  reached  Sheldon,  soon 
])assinp  on  to  the  southwest  towards  its  ohjective  point.  Sioux  City.  The 
tiiwn  was  really  laid  mw  l)y  the  land  company  of  liie  .Sionx  t  ity  &  St.  I'aul 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  named  from  Israel  Sheldon,  one  ol  the  stock- 
holders of  the  company.  li\  ing  in  Ktvf  York  City.  Soon  after  the  first  train 
car  loads  of  lumber  were  hurried  to  the  spot  A  big  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion had  been  plannctUfor  weeks,  and  settlers  frotn  all  over  Sioux  and  O'Brien 
counties  were  present- to  jjreet  the  first  of  raiiroails  in  the  county.  The  day 
was  cold  and  ilisagreeable.  and  men  had  to  wear  heavy  coats  and  some  had 
on  overcoats.  Each  l^tnigfat  well-filled  baskets  of  "dinner**  and  tables  were 
constructed  from  planks  borrowed  from  the  construction  crews.  It  was  a 
great  lay-out  an<l  all  seemed  happy  and  had  their  best  appetites  with  them! 
Xo  '"funny  husine^-^  '  --nch  as  lire-crackers  and  fire-works  was  to  I'c  seen, 
but  music  -  wi  lled  the  hrt  e/e.  An  origan  hail  lK.-en  secured  and  this  was  place<l 
under  a  cover  made  In  jxjles  and  horse  blankets.  The  Uetlaralion  ol  Inde- 
liendence  was  rea<l  by  C.  S.  Stewart,  and  an  oration  delivered  by  ex-Governor 
Miller  of  Minnesota.  Thomas  Robinson  also  delivered  a  telling  speech. 
This  was  certainly  the  first  celebration  of  any  kind  held  in  .Sheldon.  In 
these  days  of  m<ire  radical  opinions  coucernini:  temperance,  it  may  sound 
Strange.  "  pertectly  aw  tul."  to  have  it  staled  that  the  tirst  building  in  the  town 
was  the  saloon  erected  by  Highly,  of  Storm  Lake.  It  stood  on  the  west  skfo 
of  block  No.  8  and  was  burned  in  1805.  second  building  was  by  H.  C. 
T-ane  for  i  lumber  office.  His  yard  was  opened  about  July  10,  1872.  S  S 
Bradley  fo'loucil  with  a  second  yard  in  a  few  days.  The  third  to  handle 
lumber  was  James  W  yctitT.  The  general  store  of  W.  A.  I'^ife  was  completed 
later  in  July.  Getting  plenty  of  lumber,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  hardware 
store  and  this  was  soon  supplied  by  B.  E.  Bushnell.  The  next  building  was 
the  law  office  of  D.  A.  W.  Perkins,  soon  followed  by  the  warehouse  of  Benj. 
Jones  (he  was  later  for  six  years  a  member  of  the  Imard  of  supervisors  and 
is  still  residing  in  Sheldon,  honored  and  res|x:cietl  by  all  within  the  county 
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for  his  many  manly  trait'<  of  t  haractor )  1 1  is  n-sidnu  c  was  soon  erected. 
During  the  autumn  of  iNjj  there  Nverc  nuniei()u>  l)uilduij;s  erected,  including 
those  built  by  ilie  S  held  on  Mail  an«l  II.  C.  l-ane.  George  Colcorcl  uccupted 
the  last  named  for  his  drug  store:  the  same  fall  lawyer  Perkins  sold  his 
building  to  A.  J.  Donavon.  who  started  a  .shoe  store  anti  carrii-ii  ccntlemen's 
fumishings.  He  it  was  wlm  advertised  himself  as  a  "Live  \  ankee  from 
Ronton."  The  first  coal  dealer  was  licnj.  Jones.  The  first  issue  ni  the 
6hch!oii  Mail  was  pulled  from  the  press  January  i.  1873.  and  this  paper  has 
withstood  the  storms  of  the  elements  and  political  strife  during  all  these 
forty  years. 

The  first  "(  liristinas  tree"  was  planted  Christmas  eve.  1872.  and  it  con- 
sisted of  a  iiinr-inch-s(|uare  ])ine  stick  with  anger  holes  bored  into  its  four 
sides,  into  whidi  were  inserted  pins  of  wiKjd  and  from  these  hung  the  various 
Christmas  gifts,  not  costly,  but  showed  the  good  wilt  of  Christmas-tide. 
The  evening  closed  with  a  dance,  the  imisic  of  which  was  chiefly  furnished 
hy  Linn  Cook. 

Of  the  churches  and  civic  snotcties.  other  chapters  will  treat  those  in 
whicli  ihe  city  of  Sheldon  is  intereste<l  especially. 

'J  he  lirst  child  l>orn  in  Sheldon  was  Inez  W  ycoff.  lx)rn  July  11.  1873. 

The  first  school  teacher  was  Columbia  Robinson. 

The  first  sermon  preached  in  the  town  was  by  Elder  Brasheers.  in 
Al^'st.  1872.  in  the  depot. 

The  first  jKistmaster  was  .\.  J.  Brock,  apjiointed  in  July,  1872,  who  re- 
signed and  was  followed  in  January.  1873,  by  1).  A.  W.  IVrkins. 

The  first  marriage  in  town  was  that  of  Tom  De  Long  and  Samantha 
Jones,  the  ceremonies  being  performed  by  H.  C  Lane,  and  many  an  amusing 
incident  took  place  at  that  ])ioneer  wedding,  mention  of  which  may  be  made 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  date  was  January,  1873,  in  the  first  year's 
history  of  Sheldon. 

S!IF.LIX)N  POSTOFFICE  HISTORY. 

Sheldon  was  provided  with  a  postoflRce  in  the  summer  of  1872.  with  A. 
J.  P.ritck  as  its  first  postmaster.  Since  that  date  the  followM'ng  have  served 
as  postmasters:  Andrew  J.  Brock,  May  24,  1872:  D.  A.  W.  Perkins.  Jaiui- 
ary  9.  1873;  D.  R.  Barmorc.  May  25,  1874;  E.  C.  Brown.  February  17,  1882: 
J.  J.  Hartenbower,  May  27.  1885:  R.  E.  Kearney.  November  19.  1888;  F.  T. 
Piper,  March  21.  1889;  Rol»ert  E.  Kearney.  Jime  13,  1893:  W.  W.  Reynolds. 
September  17.  1897:  James  C.  Stewart.  January  21,  1902:  Joe  Morton,  Janu- 
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ary  30,  1906:  A,  \V.  Sleeper.  December  14,  1908;  Warren  A.  EdingtcMi, 
July  31,  1913. 

The  office  is  now  a  second  cla<s  ntlkc.  with  tour  free  delivery  routes 
extending  to  the  outlying  oHiiitry.  Tlic  l)usiiK->s  oi  the  SheUlon  olVicc.  ex- 
clusive of  money  order  business,  for  liie  year  ending  June  30,  1913,  was 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  office  became  a  free  city  delivery  office  in 
February.  1905.  The  present  office  force  consists  of  the  following  per- 
sons: Postmaster.  Wnrren  A.  Etlington:  clerks,  C.  \\  Miller.  John  A. 
Douirhirty,  IV.iiik  A.  llnra.  Harry  T.  Barrett:  suli-clerk,  Clara  Smith:  city 
carriers,  John  Mondabaugh,  Christian  Sntith ;  rural  carriers.  John  J.  Dono- 
htie.  Alvin  S.  Ruby,  Fred  C  Bandler,  F.  R.  Smead.  The  amount  of  deposit 
in  the  postal  savings  department  in  November.  1913.  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars. 

MUNICIPAL  HISTORY. 

In  March,  application  was  made  for  incorporating  Sheldon.  The 
commission  appointed  by  the  court  was  as  follows :   D.  R.  Barmore,  A.  W. 

Husted.  J.  C.  Elliott.  J.  A.  Browm  and  Benj.  Jones.  The  election  was  held 
.April  19.  1875.  but  the  incorporation  was  defeated.  In  March.  iH~^>.  another 
move  was  made  along  the  same  lines,  and  other  commissioners  were  duly 
ap(x>inted.  The  election  was  held  March  25,  1876,  and  resulted  in  forty- 
nine  votes  being  cast  for  incorporation  and  eleven  against  the  measure. 
May  I.  1876.  the  first  town  officers  were  elected.  It  was  a  hotly  contested 
election  antl  much  bitterness  enfrendered  The  two  candidates  for  the  office 
of  mayi>r  were  11.  TV  W  yinan  and  J.  C.  l-.lliott.  W  vinan  received  forty-six 
votes  and  this  was  a  majority  of  seven  over  Elliott.  L.  F.  Bennet  was 
elected  recorder  over  Husted :  and  the  conncilnten  were  J.  M.  Stevenson.  J. 
Wycoff.  Scott  Harrington.  George  Boutelle  and  Charles  Allen. 

The  subjoined  gives  a  list  of  the  regular  mayors  who  ha\L-  scrvctl 
Sheldon  to  the  present  date.  ioi,v  i^7f>.  H  1'  Wytnan :  1S77.  H.  B. 
W'yman:  1878.  H.  B.  Wyman :  1879.  H.  B.  Wyman :  1880.  J.  J.  Harten- 
bower;  1881.  James  Wycoff:  1882,  H.  B.  Wyman:  1883.  H.  B.  Wyman: 
1884,  J.  J.  Hartenbower:  1885.  W.  S.  Lamb:  1886.  L.  S.  Bassett;  iS^7,  C. 
L.  Guemey:  1888.  Joseph  Shinski:  1889.  J.  Shinski:  1890.  John  Bowley; 
1891.  John  Bowlcy :  i8o_».  John  Bowley;  189^^  C.  Stinsnn. 

In  l8f»^  the  town  nf  Shelilon  (  iiu< ir])orate(l  I  wa^  changed  ti»  that  of  a  city 
of  the  second  class.  The  city  was  divided  into  three  wards  and  the  follow- 
ing were  duly  elected  officers  of  the  enlarged  incorporation  government: 
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Mayor,  E.  Y.  Royce:  treasurer,  W.  L.  Ayers;  solicitor,  D.  A.  W.  Pcrkitis; 
a-^scssor.  \V.  ]•'..  Higley;  coitncilmen — first  ward,  \V.  C.  Kcinpcr  an<l  I..  |. 
iiution;  second  warcl,  H.  J.  Cram  and  H.  C.  Lane;  third  ward,  William 
Wing  and  A.  E.  Boyd:  derk.  P.  W.  Hall;  street  commtssioner,  J.  W.  Hicks; 
marshal.  George  Hudson. 

The  toUowinj;  completes  the  list  of  Sheldon's  mayors:  1895,  E.  V. 
Royce;  1896.  P.  \V.  Hall:  1S97,  P.  W.  Hall:  iS,>S.  T.  Piper:  iQOo.  A.  J. 
(."ram;  i«/:)4.  A.  W.  Sleeper;  i<)o6,  R.  B.  Piper:  njoS.  Henry  Shipley:  U)io. 
P.  W.  Hall,  resit;ned  and  A.  J.  Schc'iap  elected  to  fill  vac-ancy;  191.2.  Fred 
Frisbee. 

The  present  city  officials  are:   Fred  Frisbee.  mayor;  Scott  Martin, 

clerk:  F.  E.  Frisliee.  treasurer;  fieorge  Hudson,  marshal:  James  B.  I.insday. 
altornev:  \V.  K.  I"anis\\iirtli.  street  o<nnniissioner ;  J.  W.  RiKltjers,  superin- 
tendent 01  water  works;  II.  J.  lirackney,  health  olhcer.  The  Cijuncil  is  as 
follows:  George  Bloxham,  George  Hdmes.  Qwrles  Peters.  H.  A.  Strong. 
J.  D.  Wibon. 

WATEK  WORKS.  ETC. 

Xo  regular  sy.ste»ii  of  water  works  was  installed  in  Sheldon  until  April 
2g,  1894.  when  the  city  was  bonded  for  about  eighteen  thousand  dollars  and 
three  excellent  wells  provided  in  the  nearby  creek  hottcnns,  from  which  a 
splendid  supply  of  water  is  obtained.   It  is  puni|)ed  to  the  city,  where  there  is 

a  high  water  tank  an<l  tower,  centrally  located,  which  gives  a  pressure  of 
fifty  ])ounds  jxt  a(|uare  inch.  There  are  now  litty-hve  street  hydrants  or 
fire  plugs,  five  miles  of  water  mains  and  other  improvetnents  that  go  w  ith  a 
complete  city  water  works  system. 

In  1913  there  are  four  miles  <.f  sewer  mains,  the  first  of  which  was  laid 
in  1905.  The  city  now  has  ten  l)locks  uf  jjaved  >trefts,  all  laiti  in  kji.v  Xo 
northern  Iowa  city  has  a  more  heautiful  park  than  Sheldon.  It  ocn:pR- 
tour  lilocks.  with  play  grounds  atuachcd.  atui  is  all  tinely  improved,  beuig 
covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  artificial  trees,  including  fair-sized  elms  and 
.soft  maples,  best  adajjted  to  this  climate.  Tlien  there  are  cement  walks,  rustic 
seats,  a  niunher  of  picinc  tables,  tlowi-r  beds  artistically  arranged,  and  the 
whole  illuminated  at  night  by  electric  lights.  All  in  all,  it  is  a  reminder  of 
the  saying  that  ".\  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever." 

During  the  year  1913  the  city  of  Sheldon  expended  S33.455  for  paving. 
$5,185  for  sewer  extension  and  Si  ,800  for  its  system  of  electroliers. 

The  city  has  during  the  present  autumn — 1913 — provided  its  chief  busi- 
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ness  streets  with  more  than  thirty  modern  clu  tn  iliers  (electric  street  lights), 
each  being  a  cUister  of  five  lijjhts.  which  add  imicli  to  the  utility  and  appear- 
ance of  the  business  center  of  the  enterprising  tuwn. 

THE  ELECTUC  UGHTIMG  PLAKT. 

The  electric  light  plant  is  a  private  concern  t)\vned  l)y  an  old  citizen,  M. 
F.  Logan.  It  is  located  at  tlie  Big  Four  flouring  mill  and  affords  ample  light, 
heat  luid  power  for  the  present  city's  demand  The  first  debtric  light  of 
Sheldon  was  put  in  in  a  small  way  by  A.  E.  Knight.  Later  this  was  super^ 
•>eded  by  the  plant  owned  and  operated  by  the  Diamond  Light  and  Power 
Company,  which  \iriually  failed  and  was  followed  by  the  present  system, 
which  gives  general  satisfaction.  This  plant  was  at  hrst  run  by  O.  E.  Logan, 
who,  in  September,  191 1,  transferred  it  to  the  present  owner. 

The  public  school  building  at  Sheldon  consists  of  a  handsome  brick 
structure,  erected  in  1903.  at  a  cost  of  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

The  population  of  Sheldon,  according  to  the  United  States  censns  reports 
in  1910,  was  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-one,  but  is  now  somewhat 
more. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

As  anotlier  index  <>\  the  thrift  and  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this  city, 
may  Ix"  cited  the  handsnnie.  ^ul)stantial  library  building  ereded  in  i</>S-<j.  at 
a  cost  of  ten  thousan<l  dollars,  as  the  gift  of  .\ndrew  Carnegie,  thrt>ugh  whose 
liberality  there  have  been  erected  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  public  libra- 
ries. The  foundation  for  the  present  Sheldon  library  was  away  back  in  1S94, 
when  the  women  took  hold  of  the  enterprise.  It  was  the  work  and  wis«Iom 
of  the  members  of  the  I.;idies  Cliautaut|na  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle 
(aided  largely  by  the  untiring  zeal  of  .Mrs.  \\ .  il.  Sleeper  J  and  composed  of 
Madames  C  .\rtman,  J.  D.  Bunce,  H.  W.  Conant,  H.  C.  HoUenbauik,  M. 
Long,  J.  W.  Merrill.  W.  W.  Reynolds.  W.  I.  Simpson.  WiUiam  H.  Sleeper, 
and  Misses  lulith  X.  Bowne  and  Mary  S.  Heath.  Rooms  were  opened 
March  15.  iS<)4.  over  Smith's  lianlu.ire  store  and  tli!<  was  destroyed  on 
.March  17.  i<Syj.  The  ladie>  held  various  public  entertainments,  and  as  a 
result  ha<l  saved  up  lifty-si.\  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  which  was  all  lost  in 
the  fire,  bitt  was  made  good  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  the  place,  who  raised 
the  amount  by  private  subscription.  There  was  soon  formed  a  Public  Library 
Association,  with  the  following  officers:  Addie  AI.  Sleeper,  president:  Mary 
(24) 
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S.  Heath,  vice-president:  Mrs.  Florence  S.  Conant,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Lida 

Simpson,  secretary.  This  was  incorporaicd  April  20.  i8«>4,  when  the  council 
Of'  Sheldon  ap|)ointe(l  an  advi.sory  board  of  trustees.  In  the  autumn  of  \i<i)4. 
the  library  was  placed  in  the  Shipley  &  Company  dry  goods  building  and 
they  then  had  two  hundred  books.  A  fee  of  Bfty  cents  a  year  was  charged 
for  houks  taken  from  this  circulating  library.  In  1895  this  library  was  given 
to  the  city  and  trustees  ap[)i»inted.  In  the  spring  of  |S<;-  a  tri\  was  vnted  to 
inaijit;iiii  the  lihiary  and  ihv  iHinks  were-  mi>\eil  to  the  Harris  music  store  an<l 
Mrs.  -Mark  Harri.s  wa.s  ai»iK>nuid  librarian.  In  Oclolicr.  1902,  the  library 
was  removed  to  the  McColm  shoe  store  building,  with  Mrs.  McColm 
librarian,  who  was  followed  by  Mrs.  B.  F.  McCormack.  After  Mr.  Carnegie 
doiiatfil  ilu-  tin  tliou>an(l  dollars  for  a  Ubniry  building  to  Sheldon  in  1908. 
the  library  bud  really  biin  in  rxistence  as  a  oily  library  (Hily  four  years.  Tn 
the  autumn  of  I<>i3  iIktc  were  four  thousand  h\e  hundred  volumes  on  the 
shelves  of  this  library.  The  library  iHjard  consisted  of  S.  S.  Uailey,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  W.  L.  Ayers,  vice-president:  W.  H.  Barragari  secretary;  Dr.  \V. 
H.  M>'ers,  Henry  Shipley.  Superintendent  Thomas.  Mrs.  John  McCandless, 
Mrs.  Fred  E.  Frisbee  and  Miss  Nellie  Jones.  Since  May,  1913,  Miss  Mar- 
garet .McCandless  has  --erved  as  the  efficient  librarian.  This  institution  is 
growing  in  strength  and  importance. 


.After  the  close  of  the  Spanish-. \merican  W  ar  what  was  Company  E  of 
the  I'orly-si.xth  Iowa  Regiment  of  Ciuards  was  mustered  out  and  abandoned 
SO  far  as  its  former  home  was  concerned,  for  it  had  existed  up  to  that  time 
at  the  town  of  Hull,  but  was  soon  changed  and  mustered  in  at  Sheldon,  where 
more  general  interest  was  taken  in  military  affairs.  It  was  ori^anizcd  at 
Sheblon  June  16,  k^oj.  with  J.  li.  Frisbee  as  its  captain,  lie  held  the  posi- 
tion ior  about  four  years,  when  \\  .  H.  Bailey  was  appointed  and  served  till 
1909.  when  he  was  appointed  major  of  the  regiment,  and  elected  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  October,  1912.  when  Dr.  H.  J.  Brackney  became  captain  of  the 
Sheldon  company,  .\fter  a  year  he  was  followed  l)y  C.  C.  McKcllip.  The 
present  officers  of  the  company  arc:  C.tptaiu.  H.  C  Cciger:  first  lieutenant. 
Spencer  .M.  Phelps:  second  lieutenant,  .\rthur  Pierce.  .\  stock  company  was 
formetl  in  1905  and  a  ma.«sive  brick  armory  was  provided  for  this  military 
company.  It  is  situated  on  Ninth  street  and  is  sixty  by  eighty-six  feet  with 
a  fine  basement  used  for  reading  rooms,  shower  baths,  lockers,  storehouses, 
officers'  rooms,  boiler  room  and  a  shooting  gallery.   This  hall  cost  twdve 
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thousand  dollars  and  is  always  tiscd  for  guard  purposes  when  needed,  but  is 
aJso  used  for  all  special  occasions,  such  as  conventions,  public  gather- 
ings, spot'ches.  rlancts  aiifl  lectnrc<ii.  At  this  date  the  nuinbcr  enrdled  in  this 
mth'tary  c(iin|)^iy  is  ti fty-eii;lit.  witli  tliroe  ofVici-rs.  '\']w  c<»tiipanv  is  fullv 
equip|)ctl  and  has  its  icii-day  annual  encampment  and  sc\  en-<lays  encamjxnenl 
for  the  officers'  school  of  instruction. 


One  of  the  progressive  cnter|>rise.s  that  has  given  Slieldun  n>uch  popu- 
larity in  years  gone  by.  as  well  as  at  present,  is  its  district  fair,  embracing 
originally  several  counties.    This  association  was  organized  in  1880.  as  a 

fair  association,  and  •io  continued  until  1888.  when  it  held  its  last  fair  under 
the  oritjinal  plan.  Then,  in  I90<j.  the  Sheldon  District  I'Viir  was  orsjanized. 
with  1'.  L.  \\  irick  as  ii.s  secretary.  His  successors  have  been  James  Mitchell, 
E.  L.  ("Steve*')  Richards.  James  Mitchell.  J.  L.  McLaury.  Jo  Morton.  Ed 
Williams.  George  Gardner.  The  officers  of  this  organization  are  at  present 
(1913):  Fred  J.  Nelson,  president:  George  Gardner,  secretary:  F.  E.  Fris- 
l)ee.  treasurer:  director^.  A  \\  SUrpcr.  I'.  I.  Xelsnn,  C.  K.  '1'anj.^ney.  C.  11. 
Runyer.  F.  E,  I"'risbee,  W  illiani  Meiers.  Chet  Lynch.  Charles  Myers.  Charles 
Peters. 

In  1900  the  society  purchased  twenty-seven  acres  of  land  near  town,  on 
the  west,  but  just  over  in  Sioux  county,  fur  which  one  hundred  dollars  per 
acre  were  ])ai(l.  It  would  now  easily  sell  at  four  hun«lred  dollars  per  acre. 
It  was  bought  of  Tames  Merrill.  The  price  paid  was  thi night  to  he  high  at 
the  time.  Six  thousand  dollars  worth  of  injprovenients  were  put  onto  these 
grounds.  These  included  the  half-mile  track,  floral  hall*  cattle  and  horse 
sheds  and  bams  suitable  for  training  horses  for  radng,  trotting  and  pacing. 
Here  Jason  Henry  trains  from  twelve  to  fifteen  fast  horses  continually. 
.Among  the  spied  recnrds  produced  here  may  lie  recalled  that  of  ".\drain  K."" 
2:07 "'4.  owned  by  I.  .\hiilenl)erg,  of  Orange  City,  Iowa:  "Castlewooil." 
2:09,'4<  <»vvned  by  C.  H.  Runger.  of  Sheldon:  "The  Pickett."  with  a  mark 
of  2:i354<  owned  by  C.  H.  Runger,  of  Sheldon:  "Miss  Cuppy,"  with  the 
mark  of  2:17 <4,  as  a  pacer:  "Montauk."  the  pacer,  with  a  mark  of  2:13^ : 
and  "Moretell."  pacer,  marked  at  _> : 1 3'  i 

These  annual  fairs  and  races  liring  ])eiipU'  in  from  far  and  near  and 
give  the  horsemen  of  the  great  Northwest  a  chance  to  speed  their  nimble- 
footed  animals  to  the  best  advantage.  Thousands  attend  annually. 
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In  this  connection  the  ])r<)ininent  Ijrceders  siioiiUl  not  he  left  out.  In 
swine  there  is  I'eter  l"IIerhroek  (cstatr  ).  hreeders  of  the  large  type  of  Poland 
China  hogs;  J.  A.  Benson  is  another  breeder  of  note;  in  red  hogs  there  is 
A.  J.  De Young  and  L.  L.  De Young;  also  Henry  Brothers  and  C.  H.  Runger, 
breeders  of  fancy  Poland  China  ho^ 


From  the  earliest  date  Sheldon  has  been  fanxnis  for  her  terge  flouring 
milt  plants,  of  which  there  are  but  few  in  Iowa  doing  a  better  or  larger  annual 

husiness  in  the  production  of  first-class  family  flour.  This  industry  started 
in  the  midst  of  the  j^rowinf,'  wheat  fields  of  northwestern  Iowa  in  the  se\en- 
ties,  when  the  first  mill  was  built  by  the  Iselin  brothers,  John  and  Harry. 
These  men  came  to  this  town  with  considerable  money  and  were  enterprising 
and  free-hearted.  They  buih  the  original  "Prairie  Queen**  flouring  mills  and 
also  several  residences  on  the  south  side  of  the  tracks.  They  came  in  a  time 
that  did  not  prove  a  financial  success  to  them.  John  died  in  the  nineties  and 
Harry  was  at  last  accounts  living  in  New  York,  from  which  place  they  load 
come.  The  mill  above  referred  to  passed  into  the  hands  of  others  and  met 
with  reverses  until  finally  it  was  purchased  by  its  present  owner,  Scott  Logan« 
who  came  to  O'Brien  coimty  in  l88o  from  New  Jersey  and  settled  on  a  fann 
in  Floyd  townshi|).  l"or  a  time  he  f>])erated  a  \vin«l  jurist  mill,  lie  tjtazed 
cattle  for  four  years  tin  the  open  free  prairie  lands,  after  which  >ettler>  ctinie 
in  too  numerous  and  this  was  ai>andoned.  In  1S82.  through  lack  of  good 
numagement,  the  Iselin  brothers  failed  and  the  property  was  bought  in  by 
the  Sleepers,  who,  with  W.  B.  Bowne,  operated  the  mills  a  few  years,  lost 
money,  and  in  1885  they  sold  t«i  G.  Y.  B<inus.  now  of  the  jjreat  Leeds  (  Sioux 
Cily)  milhne;  plant,  who  converted  the  mill  into  a  roller  prm'css.  In  \HHf>  he 
sold  (iuc-haif  interest  to  Scott  Logan,  and  about  five  years  later  .Mr.  Logan 
bought  out  Bonus.  Since  1890  Mr.  Logan  has  been  sole  owner  and  pro- 
prietor, and  he  has  practically  rebuilt  the  mill  twice,  adding  improved  ma- 
chinery each  ttime.  The  last  impro\ements  were  put  in  about  i<>(>7.  an<l  the 
ca]>acitv  i>.  four  lniiidre<l  harn-K  a  day  in  the  "IVairie  ')iiccu"*  mill  aud  his 
other  mill,  the  "I'.i^'  1  mil."  ha-v  a  capacity  of  three  hundred  barreU  ilaily. 
The  last  named  was  built  in  1S90  and  operated  two  years  and  its  builders 
failed,  and  it  was  taken  over  by  the  New  York  stockholders,  who  operated  it 
four  years,  when,  being  involved,  it  was  turned  over  to  the  Sheldon  Bank. 
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This  concern  failed  in  1904,  when  its  holdings  went  under  the  hammer  and 
Scott  Logan  bought  it  at  rccei\er's  sale  and  remodeled  it  in  1905.  at  an  ex- 
pense nt  thirty  tlTumaiid  <lolIars.  makinfj  its  cai)antv  tlini-  hundred  instead 
of  one  Fniiidred  barrel.-,  daily.  These  mills  have  lieen  ujjeratcd  by  the  Scott 
Logan  Milling  Company  since  1907.  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  has  now  a  total  daily  output  of  seven  hundred  barrels 
of  flour,  and  a  wheat  storage  capacity  of  one  hundred  thousand  bushels. 
Agencies  are  kept  for  tin-  sale  of  this  flour  at  nulnique  and  Springfield.  Hence 
it  will  he  nhsersed  thai  the  l>oginninp  <>i  the  Sheldmi  milling  industry  was 
when  the  Iselin  hrother.s.  in  1874.  built  their  little  buhr  .stone  mill  .six  nules 
to  the  north  of  Sheldon.  In  1879-80  they  projected  the  Sheldon  mills  which 
have  come  down  to  Mr.  Lq^an.  the  present  owner. 

These  mills  have  come  to  be  the  largest  in  this  section  of  cotmtry  and 
they  are  well  and  favorably  known  for  their  product,  which  has  sale  in  many 
quarters  of  the  country.  Here  hundreds  of  thousands  of  bushels  of  wheat 
have  Ijeen  converted  into  family  flimr  with  the  coming  and  going  of  the 
years.  The  three  great  northwest  Iowa  mills  are  the  Shddon,  LeMars  and 
Leeds. 

BUSINESS  INTERESTS  IN  I913. 

In  the  autumn  of  1913  the  various  enterprises  and  busitteas  factors  in 
Sheldon  were  carried  on  as  follows: 

Attorneys — I.  X.  Mclntire,  George  Wellman.  Phelps  &  Lindsay,  George 
Gibson.  Charles  Balxrock,  T.  Diani'ind. 

Auto  garages — Frank  &  Grilhn,  Sheldon  .\uto  Garage,  the  H.  Tripp  gar- 
age. 

Banks — ^First  National.  Sheldon  National,  Sheldon  Savings  Bank.  Union 
(private  institution). 

B.-ikeries— "The  City,"  by  D.  J.  Haagsman,  Hunt's  Bakery. 

Bottling  works — The  .Sheldon. 

Barber  shops — R.  I'.  Scott,  James  Kestner.  M.  Lewis. 

Contractors — Jack  Wilson,  L.  N.  Wilsey,  H.  M.  Bosnia  and  Geiger. 

Cigar  store — Charles  Woodruff. 

Clothing — Hospers     Schaap,  William  Flindt  &  Company. 

Cement  workers — Rnnger  R-  Wilson.  Archie  Hint 
Creamery — •"The  Sheldon."  liy  D.  .\.  Miller. 

Confectionery — Henry  Hosper.  Swortorh  Brothers.  \\.  C.  \'an  Epps. 

Dye  works — The  Swanson  works. 

Drags — ^Ayers  Brothers.  W.  C.  Iverson.  W.  J.  Hollander. 
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Dray  lines — Myers,  Bean  &  Company,  John  Rider»  George  HiU,  Frank 

Elias.  C  E.  Brown. 

lJi-mi«;ts~-L)rs.  .\.  W.  lii-ach.  lirown  &  McKay. 

Dcparlnicni  stores — Starreit  Brotiicrs.  W  illiam  Myers  &  Company, 
Sheldon  Mercantile  Company.  Eltenbroek  Brothers. 

Elevators  (grain) — Farmers*  Co-operative  Company,  J.  Button  &  Com- 
pany, Sheldon  Trade  Company,  Logan  Milling  Company,  F.  M.  Slagel  & 

Companv. 

I'urniturc — S.  O.  l'.canl»los>(.iii,  N'ash  &  Wood. 
I'teil  barn  and  shells — John  Montgomery. 
Grocers — Sheldon  Grocery  Company. 

hardware — E.  P.  Messer  &  Son.  Dsuiiel  O'Kane  and  Mr.  Lobbers. 
Harness  stores — E.  L.  Richards,  W.  H.  Rcaconi. 
Iliitcls — The  Arltnfjton.  the  Howard,  the  Royce,  the  Sheldon. 
Ho.spital.s — The  Dr.  Cram  Hospital. 

Implements— George  A.  Milter,  VV.  H.  Bcacom,  Dermott  &  Duisterman. 
Jewelers — E.  A.  James,  Hal  Xervobig. 

LumlHT — .Sheldon  Trade  Company,  H.  A.  Strong,  Pynchon  &  Ling, 

Slai^e!  Liiml)er  Company. 

I.ivery — Myers,  Bean  Company. 
Uiundries — C.  I£.  .Miller  and  a  C  liine>c  laundry. 
Meat  markets — Runger  and  Wilson  markets. 
.Music  house — ^Wilsey  &  Son. 

Millinery — Starrett  Brothers,  Sheldon  Mercantile  Company,  Miss  Kate 
Donovan.  .Mrs.  A.  Smith. 

Mills  (riouring) — "I'rairie  Queen"  and  the  "Big  l-'our." 
Mills  (wood-working) — The  Sheldon  Fixture  Company. 
Marble  works— Elliott  &  Hagy. 

Moving  pictures-  I).  11.  Harvey  and  Fred  Brenncman. 

Xewspa])ers — The  Sim  and  the  ^r^aiL 

Opera  house — W.  H.  .Sleeiier. 

rhot«jgraphs — Pratt  &  Son.  Mrs.  L.  Fredericks. 

Ph>'sicians— Drs.  F.  W.  Cram,  W.  R.  Brock.  W.  H.  Myers.  F.  L.  Myers, 
H.  G.  Brackney.  C".  \'.  Page.  Roy  Moreshell.  Miss  Deneen. 

Plumbers  (aside  from  hardwares) — ^James  Leveret  and  Charles  Pren- 
tice. 

Troduce  houses—- Switt  iS:  Company.  Clarence  McKillep. 
Restaurants — Charles  Myers,  Gleason  &  Wood,  Will  Fritts.  Oliver 
Pierce. 
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Stock  buyers — Rttng«r  &  Wilson. 

Sccond-hatnl  stori-s-  I  lolly  Vanderbeck. 
SIkjc  stores— Kliins  aiul  Ilarley  A.  Cobb. 
Tailors — John  KiasiK'ck,  J.  A.  Larson. 

Veterinary  surgeons — L.  L".  Shipley,  Dr.  Ridell.  T.  E.  Andrews. 
Sheldon  is  on  the  great  "North  Iowa  Pike,"  the  automobile  route  from 
SiouN  Falls,  Xorth  Dakota,  to  McGregor,  Iowa.   This  was  laid  out  in  191 1, 

and  when  thorouijhly  improved  will  Ik'  one  of  the  i^reatest  thoroughfares 
tor  northern  tourists  in  all  this  conntrv.  Sheldon  is  the  hub  froni  which 
routes  of  this  highway  branch  olK  to  LeMars,  Cherokee.  Mankato.  Siou.\ 
Falls  and  Mitchdl ;  also  to  Mason  City  on  the  east. 


On  January  8.  1878.  on  petition  of  J.  H.  Wolf  and  nine  others,  what  is 
now  Franklin  township  was  detached  from  Floyd  and  called  Franklin,  and 
the  lirst  election  held  at  the  house  of  William  Gavin.  This  township  was 
named  for  Benjamin  1 -ranklin. 

Xo  better  introduction  to  this  chapter  can  be  had  tlian  to  (luotc  the  words 
of  pioneer  J.  11.  Wolf,  of  the  Frimghar  Bell,  who  wrote  of  this  township 
several  years  ago  as  follows: 

"IVanklin  township,  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  populous, 
second  to  I'  loyd  only,  in  tact,  was  one  of  the  last  to  be  organized  as  a  separate 
townshij).  I)eiiif;  attaclu-d  to  l'"loyd. 

"William  H.  Dumniit,  of  section  8,  with  his  family,  being>the  rtrst  resi- 
dents, locating  as  a  homesteader  on  the  northwest  of  section  8,  in  either  1871 
or  1872.  The  family  had  some  sad  experiences,  like  most  other  frontier 
people.  During  the  bliz/anl  if  January.  1873,  a  child  died  and  was  three 
days  in  the  Imuve  after  deaili.  the  storm  lyeinij  too  bnd  to  venture  out  to 
inform  the  ncighlKirs.  Mr.  Dummit.  by  strict  attention  to  business,  industry 
and  economy,  has  raised  his  family  well,  antl  now  ( 1897)  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  paid  for,  and  all  well  improved  and  well  stocked. 
Stwh  men  always  make  farming  pay. 

**J-  H.  Wolf  and  family  were  the  second  to  locate  in  the  township,  set- 
tling! on  section  14,  in  April.  187^  Their  nearest  nei^'hliors  were  more  than 
four  miles  away.  The  (irst  winter  they  li\etl  on  the  farm  they  were  snowed 
in  for  eleven  weeks,  from  January  8th  to  March  28th,  not  seeing  anyone,  the 
snow  being  too  deep  to  travel.  Mr.  Wolf  threshed  their  first  crop,  several 
hundred  bushels,  with  the  flaiU  his  wife  turning  the  fanning  mill  to  clean  it  up. 
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"Rev.  Ira  Brashears,  the  same  spring,  that  of  1873.  had  some  breaking 
(loiu-.  l)iiilt  a  shanty,  and  lived  a  short  time  on  the  land  now  occu^ed  by  E. 

T.  J'arktT.  adjoining  Sutihorn.  Aftrrw .inl  several  huiulrfd  acres  were  hrukeii 
up.  or  tor.  a  man  named  Buck,  on  section  AIjmuI  tlie  same  time  ^ome 

land  was  being  broken  up  on  section  u,  but  nui  larmed,  the  land  being 
broken  up  on  the  wrong  Mrction.  B.  F.  McCormadc  can  tell  the  particulars. 

'*Isaac  Daniels  broke  land  on  section  14  in  1874,  and  built  a  house  and 
moved  his  family  thereto  soon  after. 

"Thomas  Rurns  and  family  located  on  section  31.  we  think  in  if^74  or 
1875,  and  John  Xeese  and  Charles  Sechman  locateil  on  sections  28  and  29 
in  1876.  In  1878  there  were  voters  enough,  ten,  to  organize  the  township, 
which  was  done.  J.  H.  Wolf  and  Isaac  Daniels  were  appointed  to  locate  the 
roads.  The  first  election  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1878,  at  the  house  on  section 
30  then  occni)ied  by  Mr.  (iavin.  twenty-one  votes  being  cast,  six  or  eight  of 
them  by  men  working  on  the  railroad,  lethal  voters." 

From  that  day  on  settlement  was  made  more  rapidly  and  hence  cannot 
here  be  traced  in  detail.  The  present  ]>opulation  is  about  five  hundred. 


The  only  town  in  Franklin  township  is  Sanborn,  started  in  1878  and 
early  in  1879.  It  made  a  rapid  growth  for  twenty  years  and  more.  It  was 
platted  January  8.  1879,  on  the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  and  the 

east  half  of  the  northwest  fjuarter  of  section  35.  township  97.  range  40.  by 
J.  A.  Stocum  aiul  wife.  This  city  is  six  years  younfjer  than  Sheldon  and  five 
years  younger  than  Primghar  was  when  it  became  the  county  seat.  Sanlx)rn 
was  another  child  of  the  railroad  system  now  styled  the  "Milwatikee."  Its 
predecessor,  the  McGregor  &  Missouri  Railway  Company,  had  undertaten 
to  build  across  the  state  from  McGregor  to  intersect  with  the  Sioux  City  & 
St.  Paul  road  in  the  vicinity  of  Sheldon.  After  reaching  .Mgona,  seventy- 
live  nn'les  east  of  Sanborn,  either  from  lack  of  good  management  or  money, 
they  stopped,  unable  to  go  further,  until  1877,  when  the  road  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Milwaukee  Company^  which  at  once  started  up  its  rapid  building 
and  further  western  extension.  The  first  construction  train  reached  Sanborn 
November  i.  1878  The  site  was  owned  by  Messrs.  I.awK-r  and  Stcxnnn,  who 
laid  out  the  town.  Tbev  plaited  into  town  lots  about  sixty  acres.  It  was 
first  tiesigned  to  name  the  new  town  Edenville,  but  better  judgment  pre- 
vailed (possibly)  and  the  town  was  named,  not  after  the  Garden  of  Eden, 


SANBORK. 


Digitized  by  Google 


O'BRIEN  AKD  OSCEOLA  COl'NTIES,  IOWA. 


377 


but  after  the  then  superintendent  of  the  Chicago.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road Company,  Geoi^  W.  Sanborn. 

Buildin/?  mimI)or  one  lure  was  li;iiilc<l  from  I'rimghar  Ii\  L.  C.  (ireen, 
its  owner.  an<l  u^ed  a  (IwclliiiL^  lumsf,  altlioutxli  al)<uit  the  samr  date  ]•.  K. 
Wood,  lor  Tcaljoiit  it  Valleau.  had  a  bnildnig  there.  I'nnigiiar  saw  the 
building  of  a  new  rival  town  only  seven  miles  to  the  north,  and  became 
alarmed  at  the  scenes  there  being  raacted.  It  was  a  railroad  town — Primghar 
was  yet  without  one.  Mr.  Green  was  the  first  to  becoine  alamicd  and  really 
cnthu'-ed  o\er  the  business  prospects  at  Sanhorn.  and  was  the  first  to  remove 
hither.  He  lande<l  with  his  building  Decenil>cr  u,  1878.  He  and  L.  C. 
Green  were  the  first  to  occupy  any  building  in  the  town  of  Sanborn.  The 
next  to  move  to  Sanborn  was  that  enterprising  carpenter  and  builder.  Hiram 
AlfO'er,  who  well  understood  that  Sanborn  would  lie  a  first-class  place  in 
which  to  ply  his  trade.  His  dwellinti  was  the  third  bnildiiiK  in  the  place. 
Bv  a  terrible  railroad  accident  while  as  a  caq)enter  reniodelinij  a  car  he  had 
both  lower  limbs  .severed,  lt>sing  his  life.  L.  D.  I  liunias  nuAed  a  building 
to  the  town  site  and  used  it  as  a  carpenter  shop.  When  Miss  Cora  Thomas 
married  Mr.  Willits.  they  settled  down  to  housekeeping  in  this  same  building. 
This  was  in  January*  1878.  during  which  month  there  were  m  \  (  ral  other 
buildinp^s  built  or  removed  to  Sanborn.  Mr  P.arns,  who  had  kept  a  liotcl  at 
Primghar.  moved  his  building  over  to  Sanborn,  where  he  continued  in  the 
hole!  bu.siness. 

The  first  store  was  opened  1^  S.  W.  Clark,  whose  stock,  for  a  timet  was 
kept  at  the  depot,  until  his  building  could  be  removed  from  Prini|^r  and 

made  ready  for  his  stock  of  merchandise. 

It  was  in  X<i\etiiber.  187S.  that  a  treii^lit  box-car  was  set  out  at  San- 
born siding  to  Ijc  used  as  a  depot  until  a  lietter  one  could  be  provided.  The 
first  agent  in  charge  was  L.  E.  Whitman.  W.  Dunbar  and  he  both  resided 
in  the  depot  together,  for  a  time.  Dunbar  was  the  road  master  for  this 
division  of  the  Milwaukee  road. 

It  was  indeeil  a  novel  siirbt  to  behold  otic  town,  and  the  county  seat  at 
that,  Iioin^  trans|)orlcd  to  the  site  ol'  anotiier  seven  miles  distant.  The 
prairie  was  literally  dotted  with  buildings  going  from  Primghar  to  Sanborn, 
the  new  and  rival  town  of  Primghar.  -But.  be  it  said,  all  this  fuss  was  use- 
less, for  as  the  years  have  rolled  by  it  is  seen  that  both  places  have  a  useful 
field  and  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  both  towns,  even  if  Sanborn  did  not 
get  the  county  seat. 

E.  M.  Brady,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  established  himself  in  the  hard- 
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ware  business  at  Sanlx>rn  before  others  had  pre-empted  the  field.  He  >cr\  cd 
as  a  worthy  nieiiil)er  of  (lie  county  Ixjard  of  sui>er visors  for  a  lumiber  of 
years:  was  also  a  nuniher  i>i  the  Iowa  Legislature  from  this  district. 

The  first  hanking  institution  in  Sanborn  was  started  in  January,  1 879, 
by  I.  W.  Daggett,  who  had  for  a  time  operated  at  Primghar.  The  first  mail 
service  between  the  two  rival  towns  was  established  in  February,  1879.  L. 
C.  Green  havinj^  heen  appointed  mail  carrier,  the  mail  was  always  on  time, 
rain  or  shine,  sleet  or  snow.  Samuel  Ilihhs  i»]kiu(I  ihe  first  iiuat  shop  in 
Sanborn,  l  ie  also  moved  his  building  inm\  I'rimghar.  The  depot  was  used 
for  a  meeting  house  ljy  those  inclined  toward  religion  and  the  better  things 
of  life. 

The  6rst  warehouse  in  Sanborn  was  that  of  Teabout  &  V'allcau.  in 

February.  iSj*).  Between  Clark's  store  and  the  depot,  ,1  telephone  (not  elec- 
tric hut  vibratory)  was  ])laced  in  o])eration,  the  first  in  this  county.  Xow 
there  are  hundreds  of  miles  of  nKxlern  improved  telephones,  and  everyqpe 
can  whisper  their  thoughts  around  the  county  at  will! 

The  first  celebration  of  Fourth  of  July  at  Sanborn  occurred  in  1879, 
•  In  n  the  procession  ir  u  :  la  d  to  an  imjjrovised  bowery.    .Mien  Crossan  read 
ibe  Dedaration  of  Independence  and  J.  L.  £.  Peck,  of  Primghar,  delivered 

the  I  iralit  m. 

rile  first  child  horn  in  Sanborn  was  m  Augu.si,  1879,  when  a  daughter 
was  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazeldine.  The  family  soon  removed  from  the 
town.  The  year  1879  was  truly  a  busy  one  in  the  new  town,  the  hotels  and 
all  stopping  ^aces  being  full  and  running  over.  1'he  first  issue  of  the  San- 
horn  fioitrrr  was  run  off  Xoveml>er  7.  1879.  The  earliest  <lru£j  store  was 
that  oi»ened  by  Dr.  Giarles  Smith.  David  Algyer  taught  the  first  school  in 
the  place  in  the  w^inter  of  1879-80;  be  also  taught  music  with  much  success. 

The  town  of  Sanborn  was  fortunate  in  being  the  end  of  a  division  on  the 
great  Milwaukee  system  of  railroads.  These  divisions  are  about  one  hundred 
miles  a])art.  It  folhtw-,  therefore,  that  only  one  town  in  twenty  or  more- in 
the  state  can  \w  so  selecte<l.  In  result  Sanl)Mrn  lias  heonie  the  home  and  resi- 
dence center  of  a  large  number  of  expert  railroad  men  and  their  families, 
engineers,  conductors,  train  dispatchers,  railway  mail  agents  and  their  scores 
of  railroad  assistants. 

It  was  in  \^7y}  that  Sanlx^rn  and  Sheldon  were  Iwth  pullinjj  hard  for  the 
countv  '^erit  In  six  tuontlis  the  town  tlouliled  its  population.  The  Methodist 
church  was  built  an«I  the  round-housc  of  the  railroad  was  opened  for  work. 
The  first  death  chronicled  in  the  young  place  was  the  youngest  chiK'  of  W. 
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W.  Barnes,  named  Miimi«.   In  1880  the  "Hoiise  of  Lords."  a  saloon,  was 

opened  In  Harry  Sherman:  1880  saw  a  population  of  five  huiulrtd  souls 
and  business  went  iV.rwrirtI  at  a  rapitl  rate  fn  Si-pteiiiluT.  iSMo.  J.  I..  (Jreen 
and  William  Harker  opened  a  l»ankiii{r  house.  Mr.  liarkcr  diid  iti  iS(;3  and 
his  widow  still  continued  to  conduct  the  Ijjink  and  was  its  president,  the  only 
ta<[y  who  held  such  position  within  the  borders  of  the  cotmty. 

MUNICIPAL  HISTORY. 

In  J  880  Sanborn  saw  the  necessity  of  becoming  an  incorporated  town. 
Upon  a  petition  presented  to  the  district  court.  Mart  Shea,  L.  C,  Green,  S.  W. 

Clark.  A.  G.  Willits  and  Cal  Broadstrcet  were  apirainted  commissioners  to 

call  an  election  fi>r  VDtin;^  n]n>ti  the  matter  nf  incor|)riration,  for  and  a,£^ainst 
the  proiK»sition.  That  election  was  held.  March  13.  iSSo.  resulting  in  inrty 
votes  for  and  twenty- four  against.  The  tirst  town  officers  were  elected  April 
3,  the  same  year,  and  were  as  follows:  Mayor.  E.  M.  Brady;  recorder, 
Charles  H.  Perry;  coinicihnen.  Mart  Shea,  S.  W.  Dark,  L.  C.  Green.  H. 
Algyer.  W.  I",  jnm-s.  (  a!  Rroadstreet;  marshal  and  Street  commissioner,  T. 
D.  White;  treasurer,  IVank  Patch. 

The  majors  ha\e  l>een  in  the  order  here  named:  iH&o,  E.  M.  Brady; 
188 1.  .\.  J.  Devine;  1882,  Harley  Day:  1883,  F.  Teabout;  1884.  D.  R. 
Phelps:  1885.  A.  McXanghton:  1886.  W.  D.  Boies:  1887,  W.  H.  .Voyes; 
1888.  X.  L.  F.  I'eck:  i88g.  J.  K.  Drake:  iS<)o.  J.  E.  Drake;  1891.  D.  R. 
Phelp- :  i.^fj.  W.  (".  (ireeii:  |S.|^.  \\  |.  I'rancis;  i8<;4.  W.  J.  l-"rancis;  1893, 
\V.  j.  irancis:  iS.|/i.  ( ,.  ( ).  Wheeler:  iS.j;,  W.  j.  hVancis;  J.  A.  Wilcox. 
iyoo-04;  li.  M.  Flint.  KJ04-10;  J.  II.  Cannon,  1910-12;  J.  B.  Stamp,  lyi^. 
resigned  to  become  county  auditor;  J.  H.  McNeill,  1912-14. 

The  191 3  town  officers  are:  J.  H.  McNeill,  mayor:  Will  A.  Sdon. 
clerk:  J  \  loliiismi.  tre:i>urer:  Fred  Benhani.  marshal:}.  H.  Daley,  E.  A. 
Main.  I'>  M    I  lint.  W   I'.,  t  antrall,  Saiiuiel  ( )nier.  connrilmen. 

Sanljoni  h.^-^  ;i  5401  k1  town  hall  and  a  jmhlic  park  covering;  a  Idock  and  a 
half,  planted  out  ui  1890  to  trees  that  now  make  a  beautiful  shade  and  wind 
break.  Within  this  park  stands  the  high  water  tower,  which  may  be  seen 
for  a  dozen  or  more  miles  around  the  town.  W  alks  and  rustic  seats  adorn 
and  make  useful  this  park,  all  of  which  l>espeaks  the  iiitellijjence  and  retine- 
ment  of  the  place.  Tin-  R.  lleaK  v  private  electric  li.i;lu  plant  affonl-.  the 
town  ample  illumination.  This  ua>  installed  in  the  nineties  under  a  new 
franchise,  the  old  company  lia\  in^  ^one  out  of  business  at  that  date. 
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The  toAvn  of  Sanborn  has  ample  water  supply  through  its  modfm  water 
work  system,  secured  in  1896-97,  by  bondin};  for  six  thousand  dollars.  .\ 
dco])  wdl  ot  larsje  size  was  put  down  in  Tlijihland  I'ark  addition  in  i<)ij. 
when  the  old  well  had  Ijtrconie  inetticient  for  the  demand.  The  old  works 
were  situated  in  Greene's  addition.  The  present  system  affords  fine  water  in 
abtmdance.  There  are  abont  thirty-five  fire  plugs.  A  volwiteer  fire  company 
lodes  well  to  tlic  matter  of  providing  safety  to  the  town.  Sanborn  has  a 
school  house  of  eight  main  rooms  and  three  class  rooms,  costing  sixteen 
thousand  drillars. 

The  Sanborn  postolfice  is  of  the  third  class ;  has  tliree  rural  free  dehver- 
ies  and  one  star  route  extending  out  to  outlying  districts.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  Postmaster  Boyd  the  safe  was  twice  blown  up  by  men, 

who  were  never  cnptured.  The  loss  was  lij^ht  and  fell  on  the  jxistmaster. 
The  postmasters  lu  ff  ha\c  iH-ni :  Ira  llrashears,  to  1SS4:  D.  R.  Phelps. 
1884  to  (,  haiinccy  OwtMis.  iSKS-<)j:  J.  V.  Kerlmr.u.  rSijj-f/i;  R.  M. 

Boyd.  i8«)6  to  August  15.  1913  (seventeen  years)  ;  E.  L.  Helnicr.  from  .Aug- 
ust 15.  1913,  to  present  date. 

Churches,  lodges,  schools,  etc..  are  mentioned  under  separate  chapters. 

1913  BUSINESS  OIKECTORY. 

In  years  to  come  the  following  will  be  read  with  no  little  interest: 
Auto  garages— Mexandcr  Amelung.  M.  W.  Cnppet,  C.  HotU, 

Attorney — T.  l-'illenwarth. 

Banks  (state  and  savings) — Ste  F>atiking  chajner. 
Barber  shops — J.  J.  Lowrey,  G.  S.  Travailie.  George  Lasely. 
Bakery— J  E  Wilson. 
Blarksmitli  sho]) — George  Smith, 
t  lothing.  exclusive — Kelley  &•  Doimhue. 
tVnicut  l)lock  works — Anderson  l.uniber  Coniftanv. 
C  ream  station — Han  ford's  Produce  Company  and  another  corporation. 
Drugs— J.  W.  McKinley,  E.  C.  Sprague  &  Company. 
Dray  lines — Heman  Gibbs.  L.  E.  Foote.  David  Pippenger.  D.  Bemier. 
Thomas  Famsworth. 

Dentist-  F.  \V.  Famsworth. 

Elevator  (grain)— The  "Hunting  "  and  "Western."  Farmers'  Co-opera- 
tive. 

Furniture — ^H.  J.  Hennebach. 
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General  nierchandisc' — ]•'.  A.  Maync,  l*'llenbruck  &•  l?i>mgaar.  Otto  Kas. 

Groceries  (exclusive) — Henry  Addy,  B.  F.  Pitts,  yuillash  Brothers. 

Hotelii^"The  Phoenix,"  the  old  Clark  House;  abo  the  Omer  House. 

Harness  shop>-J.  VV.  Hill,  E.  A.  Crandall. 

Hardware — A.  Hoeven.  Haber  &  Wright,  E.  A.  Crandall. 

Implements— R.  V.  Flint,  Dick  DeGraff. 

Jewelcrs^ — I".  I)  (;il)l)s. 

Lumber  dealers — Anderson  Cotujxujy,  i  arincrs'  Co-operative  Couipany 
and  Consumers'  Independent  Lumber  Company. 
Laundry — ^A  Chinaman. 
Meat  niarkit-  V>.  W.  Caiurall. 
Millinery — Ruse  Stench.  I)  Teiinesen. 
Newspai^ers — The  iiaitborn  I'lonccr. 
Opeia  house — ^A  company  of  citizens. 
Photographs — J.  D.  Long. 
Panitorium — ^James  Clark. 
Pool  liaIN — Garrett  Jepnia.  Tlmmas  Maroney. 
Pliy>in"ans — Drs.  V.  M.  H<irti>n.  I-^d  Rutterer,  \V.  M.  Kuyper. 
Rcstauratits — Otner  Hotel  luncheon. 
Stock  dealers— F.  L.  Inman.  O.  D.  Eaton. 
Telephone — ^\V.  H.  Barker  systent 
Tailors — ^Pirie  &  Anderson. 
\  etiTinary  surgeon — |.  I*".  Wall. 
W  asjon  rci)air  slio|) — L.  Leaver. 

In  i8^<4  Sanborn  made  impruvements  footing  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  five  hundred  ddlars.  Perhaps  the  best  interest  at  Sanborn  is 
the  railroad  division.  Here  in  Sanborn  the  freight  and  passenger  trains  are 
made  up;  here  the  crews  exchange  places,  one  going  out  and  the  (»ther  coining 
in  for  a  lav  over.  Here  the  round  hiiu>c  ami  repair  simps  li;ive  always  been 
located,  and  by  reason  ol  this  much  money  has  l>een  annually  paid  out  by 
the  company.  As  a  general  rule  railroad  men  are  lavish  and  liberal  in  what 
they  spend.  Tens  of  thousands  of  passengers  have  stopped  in  transit  at 
Sanborn  and  taken  une  or  more  lucaN.  Here  they  have  sj^nt  other  money. 
Some  of  tlu-si'  liave  been  induceil  to  locate  iti  the  place  an<l  In'come  citizens 
and  g«)o<l  business  men.  There  liave  l»een  numerous  |>a.s.senger  conductors 
who  ha\e  made  this  their  home  for  a  |)eri<jd  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Their  runs  have  been  made  to  the  east  and  to  the  west.  Among 
'  such  capable  men  may  be  recalled  E.  Hoxsie.  M.  M.  Burns  and  Charles  E. 
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Foote.  ,  The  faces  of  these  poinilar  lundnciors  have  been  seen  by  an  ;ilint»>t 
conntlc;*;  numlier  of  irtsoh^.  ilurini^  their  many  years*  nui  over  the  Mil- 
waukee system  running  in  and  out  of  Sanborn. 


'I'liis  library  was  urtranimi  in  April.  H)oi.  I)y  the  Twcntietli  C'cntury 
Clulis  1)1  Sanborn.  The  hulies  of  this  dub  secured  iloncilions  of  books  and 
services  as  librarians.  The  first  regular  librarian  elected  was  Miss  Mayme 
John.^n.  The  buildmg.  most  of  the  money  of  which  was  donated  by  Andrew 
Carnegie,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  ci^^ht  hundred  dollars,  and 
it  was  dedicated  May  i()i_>.  It  is  locatt-d  'Hi  Main  strt-i-t  The  present 
number  of  volumes  is  alwint  two  thousand  live  luindred.  Tiie  trustees  are  at 
present:  Mrs.  M.  M.  llurns.  president:  Miss  Zaidee  McCuUovv,  vice-presi- 
dent: Mrs.  J.  A.  Johnson,  secretary:  J.  H.  Daly,  treasurer;  Henry  Kissler. 
Dr.  F.  W.  Horton.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Sprague.  Mrs.  Earl  Mayne.  The  \'arious 
Iil)rnrians  have  been  Miss  Z.  McCtillow,  Miss  Hannah  Johnson.  Miss  Helen 
Foote.  Miss  Marguerite  Kings.  Miss  Irene  McNeill. 


This  towiisliip  was  formerly  include*!  in  old  W  aterman  township,  but 
as  the  county  grew  in  |)opulation  it  was  neces.sary  to  sub-divitle  and  hence  \vc 
have  what  is  now  Lincoln  township. 

This  township  is  situated  in  the  north  part  of  the  county,  between 
Hartley  an<l  Franklin  townships.  The  old  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  railway  (now  the  Rofk  Inland  route)  runs  di:n,'oiiallv  throni^h  its 
northeastern  portion,  with  a  small  hamlet  for  a  .station  point,  locatctl  on  .sec- 
tion lo.  called  I'le.ssis.  which  is  the  only  trading  point  in  the  township.  The 
land  here  is  not  unlike  the  majority  of  that  in  northern  O'Brien  county,  well 
adapted  to  general  farming  pur|K).ses :  is  rich  and  increasing  in  value  annually. 
Plenty  of  farms  would  sell  tiKlay  for  one  hundred  and  eiphty-five  dollars  i>er 
acre,  hut  tew  are  to  be  had  for  sale.  The  owners  do  not  conceive  of  a  place 
where,  if  they  continue  in  agricultural  pursuits,  they  could  duplicate  the 
values,  hence  refuse  to  sell  in  most  cases.  The  contrast  with  those  early 
years,  when  homesteaders  were  discouraged  and  would  have  sold  at  a  mere 
trifle,  is  indeed  great.  The  main  line  of  the  great  Milwaukee  railroad  .system 
runs  through  the  entire  lower  tier  of  sections,  with  the  towns  of  Sanborn 
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and  Haitle}'  on  either  side  of  the  township  a  few  miles,  thus  giving  good 

markets. 

Tlic  earliest  settlers  in  Lincoln  lownship  were  1.  M.  Silverlhorn  and 
family,  who  came  in  from  Hardin  county,  Iowa,  in  1870.  locating  on  section 
30.  This  family  came  two  years  before  any  other  family  appeared  on  the 
green  glad  solitude  of  the  prairie  townsliip  Tlu-v  went  through  the  grass- 
hopper periiKl  and  one  season  Mr.  SiI\iTtlioni  h;i(l  oiu-  hiiiulred  acres  of  land 
in  wheat  and  harvested  not  a  -■in.ude  Imshet — tlie  little  v\  inured  jjests  had  de- 
stroyed his  entire  crop,  not  e\en  leaving  him  enough  tor  his  .seeil  and  bread. 
Subsequently  he  became  a  citizen  of  Hartley. 

In  1881  this  township  had  a  population  of  twenty-three  souls;  in  1885 
its  |>opulation  had  increased  to  fifty-three,  and  its  present  population  is  about 
four  hundred  and  eighty-fi\e 

On  section  36.  in  this  township.  l"rank  Teahout.  as  early  as  \Hj4.  con- 
ducted a  large  ranch.  In  fact,  it  was  his  head<iuarters,  from  which  he  man- 
aged several  large  farms  or  ranches.  Mr.  Teabout  was  a  brainy  man  and 
a  practical  business  man  and  farmer,  and  a  man  of  pronounced  personality 
and  a  self-made  man.  He  passed  through  the  whole  grasshopper  scourge  of 
iS-4-7<y  in  these  large  farming  oiKfrations,  and  even  witli  tlioe  setl)acks 
made  money  and  accumulatetl  more  land  aiul  l)ecanie  worth  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  or  thereabouts.  He  being  thus  forehanded  even  among 
impoverished  conditions,  enabled  him  to  overcome  that  which  blasted  the 
hopes  of  many  of  the  old  homesteaders. 

It  v\as  in  this  townshiji  where  Major  C  hester  W.  Inman.  once  county 
treasurer,  was  killed  in  an  aiteraition  over  a  boundary  line.  It  was  over  his 
death  that  the  one  and  only  murder  trial  ever  in  the  county  was  had  resulting 
in  conviction. 

FIDDLE  STUNG  TOWNSHIP. 

As  stated  t-Newhere.  it  was  a  point  jealously  guarded  and  tonlcnded  for 
in  those  early  politics  and  bcf«)re  the  board  of  sui)ervisors.  that  each  old 
homestead  township,  like  Carroll,  shottld  have  an  unsettled,  or.  as  they  were 
then  called,  a  deeded  township,  like  Lincoln,  which  it  could  hold  and  levy 
taxes  for  schof»l  and  road  purposes,  and  then  exiK'tui  it  all  in  the  f)ld  tr>wn-' 
ship.  Thv.<  Hartley  claimed  Omega.  Highland  claimed  Dale,  and  Floyd 
claimed  Franklin.  .Now  thus  far  they  were  contiguou.s  territory  in  each  case. 
r\)or  Carroll  town^hip  stood  out  alone.  It  could  not  attach  either  Summit  or 
•  Baker,  because  those  townships  considered  themselves  of  enough  importance 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


384 


O'BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


to  resent  Ijeinir  owned  by  anylKxly,  having  enough  settlers  to  preserve  their 
own  identity,  lint  Lincoln  had  no  settlers.  Carroll  could  look  across  the 
prairie  space  of  six  miles  and  covet  the  uninhabited  Lincoln,  but  how  could 
she  become  omtiguous?  How  could  she  leap  across  that  six  mile  chasm? 
This  scheme  was  evolved.  The  board  of  supervisors  was  induced  to  set  off 
a  row  of  fnrtifs  like  .'i  fuldle  string  on  the  north  side  and  dear  across  Summit, 
and  then  it  called  the  whole  thiiif^  I'iddie  Striii<,'  atid  all  Carroll,  and  Carroll 
township  collected  ta.xes  for  many  years  trum  the  whole.  The  early  .settlers 
of  Lincobi  began  to  arrive  and  soon  resented  the  idea  of  being  called  *'one 
end  of  a  fiddle  string."  and  organized  as  Lincoln  at  the  first  opportunity,  by 
snapping  this  fiddle  string  and  telling  Summit  and  Carroll  to  play  their  own 
tunes.  This  farce  was  much  of  a  joke,  even  at  the  time,  but  it  served  a 
political  reality,  and  in  fact  met  the  legal  requirements  of  a  township. 

HABTLEY  TOWNSHIP. 

On  Octnlicr  14,  1S78,  a  petiti'm  was  tiled  to  st-t  off  what  is  now  llartlcy 
toun.ship  frouj  Center.  It  was  rejected  at  that  se»>itMi.  but  on  June  _'.  1879. 
it  was  again  brought  up  and  successfully  set  oft  and  named  Hartley,  and  the 
first  election  held  at  the  house  of  J.  M.  Silverthom. 

TOWN  OF  HARTLEY. 

The  town  of  Hartley  had  its  beginning  with  the  coming  of  the  Milwau- 
kee railroad  in  1S7S.  and  wa-^  name<t  after  one  of  the  surveyors  and  engineers 
who  had  participated  t'nr  tlu'  road  in  its  building.  The  I'lr-^t  ])latted  part  of 
the  town  was  made  l)y  \\  .  A.  Mickey,  the  father-in-law  .1  Jacob  11.  W'olt. 
of  the  Bi-ll,  in  the  platting  of  Mickey's  addition  on  .\ugust  8.  1879.  It  was 
one  case  where  the  addition  was  platted  prior  to  the  main  town.  Indeed,  it 
is  part  of  the  main  portion  of  the  town  today.  In  fact,  buildings  were  started 
before  the  plattings  of  record.  The  census  of  1910  gives  the  population  of 
Hartley  at  one  thousand  one  bnndrcd  and  six. 

The  town  was  not  incor|)oratcd  until  aluml  ten  years  later.  On  April  J. 
1888,  James  S.  Welwter.  still  a  resident  and  prominent  business  man  ui  the 
town,  headed  a  |)etition  with  forty  others  directed  to  the  district  court,  asking 
that  all  of  section  32  in  liartley  township  be  incorporated.  On  May  23, 1888, 
in  a  regular  proceeding  in  tipeti  court  Iiefore  Hun.  Scott  M.  Ladd,  presiding 
jtidge.  .1  hearing  was  had.  and  thereiqion  the  court  appointed  Jatues  S. 
W  ebster.  W  illiam  S.  I'uUer.  S.  11.  Mc.Master.  E.  LJ.  .Messer  and  R.  G.  Allen 
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as  tlie  five  court  cnnitnissiom-rs  iiiulcr  the  l.iw  to  call  an  election  to  \  otc  on 
the  proposition  whether  it  should  he  incoi|)(  tratcd  or  mtt.  This  election  was 
held  July  2,  iSSH.  three  of  the  commissioners  acting  as  judges  of  the  election. 
There  were  eighty-seven  votes  cast,  and  the  vote  stood  seventy-nine  for  in- 
corporation and  eight  against  At  the  first  election  for  officers  the  following 
corps  of  officials  w  ere  elected : 

Mayor.  E.  [i.  Mcsser;  reconk-r.  W.  H.  I'atot):  iDiincilinen.  Samuel 
Smith,  L.  C.  (ircen,  1.  X.  Drake-.  S.  li.  McMasters,  L.  Moshcr  and  \V.  J. 
Lorshbough ;  marshal.  J.  M.  Hcrron ;  treasurer,  \V.  S.  Fuller. 

The  town  of  Hartley  has  enjoyed  and  still  enjoys  an  extent  of  trading 
territory  not  held  by  any  other  town  in  the  county.  The  next  east  and  west 
railroad  to  the  north  is  very  close  to  twenty  miles  away.  The  towns  of 
Ocheycdaii.  Harris.  Lake  Park.  Spirit  I^ke  and  Milford.  the  next  nearest 
towns  to  the  north  and  nt)rtheast,  range  from  eighteen  to  thirty  miles  away. 
This  has  given  Hartley  an  exceptionally  large  trading  chance,  and  its  business 
men  have  followed  up  this  opportunity. 

The  mere  statement  of  the  fact  that  Hartley  has  three  banks,  with  a 
savings  bank  as  ])art  nf  one  of  those  instititii'ins,  and  the  only  town  outside 
of  Sheldon  ha\  inj^  more  than  tw<i  hank^  and  more  than  one  railroad,  simply 
evidences  the  result  of  this  large  trade  territory. 

Hartley  is  (me  among  those  towns  whose  business  district  is  compact, 
its  banks,  stores,  depots,  elevators,  lumber  and  other  yards,  hotels,  etc,  being 
all  located  on  adjoining  hlodcs. 

Hartley,  like  other  towns,  in  its  school  history  has  ]iassed  thniutjh  first 
the  primitive  period,  tinally  arriving  at  the  up-to-date  peril k1  in  ilu-  higiiest 
sense.  The  very  first  school  in  the  town  was  not  held  in  a  school  huilduig, 
but  in  the  upper  story  of  Finster  &  Fuller's  store  building,  and  was  taught 
by  O.  M.  Shonkwiler,  who  later  on  became  a  hustler  in  many  lines,  including 
actual  farniint;  on  a  large  scale,  and  as  ,1  m  iMic  man  in  various  ways,  indiid- 
ing  membershii)  on  the  board  of  superv  isors. 

Hartley,  however,  was  among  the  \ery  early  towns  in  the  county  to 
have  a  modem  brick,  up-to-date  school  structure.  One  unique  feature  of  the' 
Hartl^  school  building  is  the  fact  that  it  has  in  the  third  story  a  magnificent 
auditorium.  Ir  li  i; n!  by  its  citizens,  not  only  in  public  school  functions, 
but  for  geiieial  publii;  audiences.  T.ike  all  towns,  it  got  along  tir^f  with  its 
one-story  frame  school  huilduig.  then  later  with  its  tw<>-story  building,  which 
in  its  time  was  built  on  large  proportions  and  which  later  became  frame  resi- 
dences near  town. 
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llartltv,  liki-  all  the  prairie  towns,  slartetl  under  primitive  o)n(litions 
and  then  grew.  For  instance,  in  1878,  when  tlic  railroad  was  huilt.  in  llie 
hustle  to  get  things  moving  the  road  first  used  a  box  car  as  a  dei>nt,  presided 
over  by  Geoi^  Titus  as  the  first  railroad  magnate  or  depot  agent.  Finster 
&  Fuller,  cotnjxjsed  of  those  old  .settlers.  J.  S.  Finster  and  William  S.  Iniller. 
ran  the  first  store.  .'>tion  there  after  Pumphrey  &  Chrysler,  made  up  of  John  K. 
Puniphrey  and  J.  G.  Chrysler,  among  the  first  merchants  in  I'rimghar,  started 
the  second  store  for  Hartley.  N.  Rawson  followed  mfh  a  grocery  and 
saloon,  and  Frank  Matott  and  W.  J.  Guenfher  a  saloon  and  billiard  hall. 

J.  K.  P.  McAndrew  opened  up  and  was  landlord  of  the  first  hotel, 
known  as  the  Comniercial  House.  It  might  l>e  a])])ropriate  here  to  say  that 
Mr.  McAndrew  was  the  giKlfatlu-r  and  respoii>-il)k'  i<>v  the  city  of  Max.  just 
west  of  Hartley,  where  for  year.s  he  ran  an  elevator.  It  was  Mc.Vndrews. 
or  Macks  or  Max.  Later  on  Mr.  McAndrew  was  for  some  years  an  efficient 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors.  Indeed  the  town  of  I^utley  and  vicin* 
ity  has  furnished  to  the  county  sundry  of  its  officials :  O.  M.  Shonkwiler, 
John  Sanders.  IT.  J.  Merry  and  now  Peter  Swcnson.  on  the  Iward  of  super- 
visors, John  1 .  C«jnn,  comity  attorney  and  county  auditor,  John  \\  .  Walters, 
defk  of  the  courts,  and  ex-Sheriff  George  Coleman,  now  a  resident  and  tele- 
phone manager. 

One  odd  incident  occurred  in  the  very  first  years,  when  the  town  was 
small  and  pioneer^;  were  few.  hriniiini^  tojjether  both  the  preacher  and  saloon 
on  an  oecasiim  which  was  neither  a  rai<l  nor  a  camp  meetini;.  In  those  earliest 
times  the  preacher  did  not  always  fare  sumptuously,  and  was  not  always  in- 
quired about.  He  was  needy  and  appealed  to  a  farmer.  At  Frank  Matott's 
saloon  the  question  arose  and  a  good  sized  fund  was  raised  and  provided 
for,  with  Frank  as  treasurer  of  this  aid  society,  under  which  management  the 
preacher  was  provided  with  forty-five  dollars  per  month. 

W  illiams  Brothers,  of  Primghar.  built  one  of  the  early  brick  store  build- 
ings of  size  and  conducted  a  store  for  some  time.  David  Gano  combined  a 
meat  market  and  hardware  store.  H.  J.  Guenther  shipped  in  a  stock  of  boots 
and  shoes  all  the  way  from  New  York  and  Milo  Silverthorn  started  a  livety, 
so  the  first  people  of  the  town  could  s^o  either  afoot  or  on  horseback. 

One  of  its  (piite  earlv  public  buildings  was  its  very  am])le  hotel  of  south- 
ern seashore  appearance  and  comfort,  with  its  unusually  large  porches  on  two 
full  sides.  Indeed,  this  hotel  was  built  in  such  large  proportions  that  it  has 
well  served  as  the  permanent,  up-to^ate  hotd  of  the  city  and  well  known  as 
the  Park  Hotel. 
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It  was  a  passing  joke  at  the  time  in  Hartley's  first  baiter  shop  that  its 

customers  shaved  themselves  in  turn.  However,  Claud  Charles  soon  relieved 
this  situation  by  installing  a  common  Inrnch  lur  a  l)ari)er's  chair,  which  Claud 
straddled,  with  the  victim  lying  on  his  back,  as  he  proceeded  with  the  surgi- 
cal operation,  with  his  outfit  consisting  of  a  cake  of  Russian  soap,  a  razor  and 
the  leg  of  a  boot  for  a  strap  and  hone. 

Hrick  buildings  followed  these  early  conditions,  as  we  now  witness  on 
its  streets.  On  sundry  impritx  cnuiits  and  situatinns  see  iht-  cliajjters  on 
Banks  and  Banking,  the  l^ress  and  the  Churches  and  other  incidental  items 
mentioned  in  various  parts  of  this  history. 

The  township  of  Hartley  was  wholly  what  was  known  as  a  deeded 
township,  with  not  a  homestead  claim  in  it.  Its  settlement  was  sparse  and 
scarcely  starred  until  iH7()  an<i  iHHo.  It  ha<l  no  pioneers  in  the  sense  of  the 
homesteaders  in  other  townships.  O.  M.  Shonkwiler  was  one  of  its  very 
early  real  farmers  residing  on  the  land  itself.  Among  other  of  the  very 
early  ones  in  the  township  were  Frank  Patch,  E.  T.  Broders.  T.  N.  Drake, 
C.  H.  Colby.  Henry  Krehs.  Marv  F!  Colliy.  CJeorge  \V.  Walter.  Peter  Swen- 
son.  C.  B.  Olhausen.  I'aiil  Kahler.  J.  C.  Mansinith.  deorgc  W.  Scht-e.  Stf])hen 
R.  Harris,  J.  D.  Kdnnin<Ison.  William  Steinl>eck.  I.  M.  Silverthorn.  A.  H. 
Bierkamp  ami  others,  who  cither  resided  on  or  owned  or  oi)cnctl  up  the  early 
farm  lands. 

Its  present  (1913)  officials  are:   Mayor.  George  Coleman:  clerk,  H.  T. 

Brotlers;  treasurer.  Freeman  Patch:  assessor.  George  Rector:  councibnen, 
Ed.  Burns.  T.  11.  Burns.  O.  K.  Horst,  Julius  Kichner  and  h'arl  Miller. 

Since  writing  the  above,  this  March.  1914.  a  new  city  administration 
was  sdlected :  E.  G.  Bums,  mayor,  and  W.  A.  Simms,  William  Lemke,  Peter 
Nelson,  E.  Krutzfeldt  and  H.  J.  Grotewohl,  councilmen. 


Hartl^  established  a  system  of  water  works  in  1895  at  a  cost  of  five 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.   It  obtains  its  water  supply  from  a  large  well 

two  hundred  feet  dtep,  the  water  being  first  pumped  to  a  tower  tank  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  lieitrlit.  Like  must  other  towns.  Hartley  has 
had  some  trying  experiences,  in  her  case  with  t|uicksand.  In  1914  the  town 
put  down  a  second  well   Its  pumi)s  arc  operated  by  an  electric  motor. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMEMT. 

The  tire  ilcpariiiient  is  made  up  of  a  volunteer  cuiiii)any  and  has  done 
elYicieiu  work  in  several  tires,  it  is  provided  with  clieniical  engine,  hooks 
ftnd  ladders,  hose  and  other  equipments. 

ELECTRIC  UGHT  PLANT. 

Hartley  is  specially  proud  of  its  excellent  and  up-tu-ilate  lighting  system. 
This  system  was  installed  in  1908  and  the  first  lights  turned  on  Febniary  10, 

1909,  all  at  a  total  cost  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  meter  system  is 
in  use  here.  The  machinery  pro<hicin}i;  the  ekelric  current  consists  of  a  one- 
hundred-and-teii-volt  chrect-cnrrent  dynamo,  one  eii;hly-horse-po\ver  j^as  pro- 
tlucing  engine  and  one  "50-60"  Alamo  oil  producing  engine,  one  thirty  and 
one  fifty  kilowatt  generator,  with  a  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  cell  storage 
tnttery.  The  streets  are  brightly  illuminated,  and  the  whde  system  is  a  suc- 
cess. 

i'OSTOFFlCE  IllSTOKY. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  postmasters  of  Hartley :  O.  M.  Shonk- 

wiler,  1878;  J.  S.  I'inster.  1879-85:  R.  A.  Woodward.  1K85-S8:  I'rank  I'otts. 
1888-90:  Leonard  Miller,  1890-93;  S.  A.  Smith,  1893-98;  J.  E.  Wheelock, 
1898-14 

The  Ixartl  oi  education  ot  the  indepeudeui  district  of  Hartley  is  as  fol- 
lows: J.  E.  Wheelock,  president:  L.  Cotly,  J.  S.  Messer,  J.  C.  Joslin  and 
William  Lemke:  clerk,  G.  E.  Knack;  treasurer,  W.  J.  Davis. 

TUB  SOLUIRKS'  MO.M  MENT. 

The  great  pride,  not  only  of  O'Brien  county,  but  of  Hartley  especially, 
is  in  its  soldiers'  monument,  eretted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Schee  in 

It  was  tuiveiled  June  4.  iS<ji,  in  dedication-(lay  exercises,  and  an  ex- 
lended  prot^ram  and  reunion  and  memorial  eulogizii]  1>\  ludf^'e  William 
Hutclnnson.  Doctor  llutchins  and  Thomas  F.  Ward,  then  an  attorney  of 
Primghar.  It  was  truly  made  a  county-wide  occasion.  For  instance.  Capt. 
Charles  F.  .Albright  led  two  hundred  citizens  from  Primghar  in  a  body.  Like- 
sized  companies  came  in  procession  from  ma!i\  inwnships  and  families  came 
from  every  direction.    The  Milwaukee  train  alone  brought  five  hundred  from 
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Sheldon  and  Sanborn.  A  fine  miHtaty  band  from  Hull  led  the  processions. 
Old  soldiers.  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  Women's  Relief  Corps,  with  banners, 

and  tlat^s.  called  forth  liotli  enflnisia^m  and  patriotism.  The  mnnu- 
nu-nt  ii-clf.  <hirin<i  tin*  proi^rani,  was  siirroumled  l)y  <>](]  sohh'ers.  with  j,'uards 
pacing  lo  and  fro.  guarding  the  emblems  and  syniiwls  of  the  army  and  navy. 

Each  procession  and  train  was  met  by  committees  and  bands  and  escorted 
to  the  place  assigned.  The  monument  is  white  bronze,  standing  twenty- 
eiiLjht  feet  alniNe  ground  in  height.  The  figure  or  statue  of  a  fnll-->izcd  soldier, 
six  feet  f-mr  inclio.  -lands  at  the  tnp.  Its  weight.  e.\clii<ive  of  fotuidation. 
is  three  tlv  iiv.-md  jiiimids.  and  o»t  tv\(i  thousand  "^ix  hmulred  dollars.  It  is 
seventy  feet  around  the  ha.se.  winch  required  fmir  car  loads  of  slonc.  lime  aiul 
cement  to  built  it.  The  monument  is  ornamented  on  the  several  sides  with 
medalions  as  follows:  Bust  of  Grant,  Lincoln  and  Logan.  The  names  of 
all  the  members  of  the  Hartley  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post,  giving 
the  names  of  companies  and  regiments,  are  heautifuUy  inscrilied.  Also  the 
words  Tresenled  to  G.  .\.  k.  I'ost  and  Town  «)f  Hartley  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Getirge  \V.  Schee,"  are  inscribed.  During  the  program,  in  addition  to 
speeches  named.  Commander  James  S.  Webster  delivered  the  Proclamation 
of  Peace  as  an  impressive  part  of  the  services.  The  Sheldon  Male  Quartette 
rendered  vfical  mtisic.  Altogether  it  was  one  of  the  great  occasions  in 
O  Erica  county. 


The  following  is  a  complete  raster  of  the  business  interests  of  the  town : 

.Attorne)  —  johii  T,  nui. 

.\gricnllural  Inipienients -  I'.urns  I'lrotlKT-.  I".  15.  .\Ie>sir  vV:  Son. 
Auto  Garages — .\lesser  it  Johnson.  Palniiiiu>t  Auto  Com|)any. 
Banks — Hartley  State  Bank,  First  National  Bank,  Farmers  Savings 
Bank  and  German  Savings  Bank. 
Hakery — Frank  Vilunick-. 

Barber  Shops — .Sniitli  Firothers.  Ray  Jones  and  Dax  id  Orres 
Black-miths — A.  HupiK-r  it  Son,  F'eter  Lefferenson.  Joseph  Green. 
Clothing— O.  F.  Olson,  Eichner  Brothers. 
Cement  Blocks— P.  C.  Ecklers  &  Son,  Geoi^  Rector. 

Creamery — Hartlev  Creamery  Company, 
•      Drugs — T.  L,  McCiuiie,  CnonU  v  iJrug  &  Jewelry  Company. 

Dentists — S.  I".  Cmn.  Dr.  P.aker. 

Dray  Lines — t  lifford  Dray  Line,  John  .\dolph.  Will  Erbes,  R.  R.  Miller. 
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I'nriiiture — Berne  &  BnKlcrs.  Lcnike  Brothers. 

Feed  Store — C.  H.  Bets,  Farmers  Elevator  Company. 

Grocers  (exclusive) — Albert  Tatjj^e. 

General  Dealers — ^J.  C.  Keilier  &  Coiuijany,  Lemke  Brothers,  Herbert  & 
Davidson. 

Hospitals — Dr.  Callman's,  Dr.  Hand. 

Hotels— Park  Hotel.  The  George  Hotel. 

Hardware— O.  E.  Horst.  H.  L.  Failing. 

Harness  Shops — L.  C  Cody,  August  Fcldhahn. 

Jewelry — ^Knap  &  Jones,  Coordes  Drug  &  Jewelry  Company. 

Lumber — ^The  Floete  Lumber  Company,  The  Superior  Lumber  Com- 
pany. Hartley  Lumber  Conijiatiy. 

Livery — Jap  I'ursnii.  Hartley  Livery  Company,  Swanson  Brothers. 

Meat  Market    LwaUlt  &  Melvin. 

Millinery — I  rankie  Kline. 

Newspapers — Hartley  Journal,  Hartley  Sentind,  Crimson  &  Gold. 
Physicians— Dr.  F.  J.  Coleman.  Dr.  C.  E.  Phelps,  Dr.  J.  B.  Sherbon, 

Dr.  C  W.  Hand.  Dr.  j  W  Conaway. 

l'h<>t<it,'raphers — ¥.  J.  Jansfui. 

Rent  Wants — W.  K.  W  agner,  Clarence  Hens,  J.  II.  Ray. 
Stockdealers — Bums  Brothers,  Peter  Xelson,  James  Campl)cll. 
Shoe  Store— W.  C.  Vogel. 

Veterinary  Surgeon — Charles  Johnson. 

W'agon  .Sho]) — Charles  ( luenther,  H(ii)per  1*1-  Son. 

Fditors— l-'.n^etie  TVck,  of  the  Jn'irtuil ;  (  land  A.  Charles,  nt  the  Sciiliiu'! ; 
Clarence  Peck,  ol  Crimson  and  Gold,  a  schcxil  niajjazitie  published  each  school 
month. 

Lodges — Masonic,  Yeoman.  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

Churches — Methodist  F])iscopal,  I'res!)yteriaii,  tlirec  German  churches. 

Christian  Science.  Roman  C  atholic  and  Seventh-day  .\dventist. 

The  churches,  lodges,  newsijapers,  banks,  etc.,  will  also  be  noted  in  the 
special  chapters  on  those  subjects. 


The  mayors  of  the  town  have  been  as  follows:  E.  B.  Messer,  1888-89;^ 
Frank  Kelley,  1890-91;  L.  Miller,  1893-94;  W.  B.  Waldo.  1894;  L.  Miller, 
1895;  W .  n.  Waldo.  1896:  K.  Kelley.  1897-99;  R.  A.  Woodward,  1899-04; 
O.  K.  McElhinney.  1904-05;  F.  R.  Lock.  1905-13;  George  Coleman,  1913-14. 


MAYORS. 
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CARROLL  TOWNSHIP. 

On  April  1,  1872,  the  present  townships  of  Carroll  and  Stmtmit  were  set 
off  from  Liberty  and  called  Carroll,  the  first  election  to  be  held  in  Ben  Hutchin- 
son's store,  un  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  24.  This  store  was  conducted 

by  Ben  Hutchinson  on  tlie  jjrairie  (hivinf^  the  earliest  honiesteading  years  prior 
to  the  cominfj  oi  the  raih(ja<l  \i>  Sheldon.  tuwusliip  was  naiiieti  in  hnuitr 

of  Patrick  Carroll,  who  honicstcaded  the  aouih  ii  ili  of  the  soulheail  nuarier 
of  section  34  in  the  township,  and  who  raised  a  large  lamily. 

This  township  is  situated  on  the  western  line  of  the  county,  second  from 
the  northern  line.  The  Sioux  Falls  branch  of  the  Dlinois  Central  railroad 
run.N  throvii^Ii  the  townshi])  from  northwest  to  southeast.  Its  only  station 
point  is  the  thriving  vilkige  ot  Archer,  on  section  J4,  about  niidway  between 
Shddon  aiKl  Primghar.  The  Little  Floyd  river  takes  its  rise  in  Franklin 
township  and  enters  Carroll  on  section  i  and  leaves  it  from  section  7,  The 
incorpcvation  lines  of  Sheldon  take  in  a  portion  of  this  township. 

Travel  where  one  may,  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  more  attractive  agricultural 
district  that  can  he  seen  m  this  jiorlion  of  the  county.  The  farms  are  all  well 
inipro\ed.  land  is  steadily  increasing,  is  now  nearing  the  two-hunilred-doUar 
mark,  and  men  of  judgment  declare  the  limit  is  not  nearly  reached  yet  With 
good  soil,  good  water,  good  markets,  good  schools,  etc.,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
land  commands  sm  h  high  figures.  Where  in  all  of  Iowa's  broad  domain  of 
excellent  land  cunld  a  farmer  better  his  condition  if  he  is  fortunate  enoU|^ 
to  own  one  of  the.se  farms  in  Carroll  township? 

In  1881  the  township  had  a  population  of  only  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
jiine;  in  1885,  it  had  reached  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  and  the  United 
States  census  books  for  J910  gave  it  as  having  six  hundred  and  twelve  popula- 
tion Hut  the  change  in  condition  and  values  has  been  greater  than  the  in- 
crease in  population. 

EARLV  SKTTLERS. 

\V.  E.  Welch  came  from  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  in  March,  187 1, 
and  at  Fort  Dodfjc  chanced  to  meet  Archibald  Murray,  whr>  induced  him  to 
accompany  him  to  O'lirien  county,  and  there  he  remained  with  Mtirrav  as  a 
stopping  place  for  the  next  two  years.  Murray  secured  the  south  half  of 
section  28  for  Welch.  He  built  upon  this  land  in  1872,  lived  there  for  a 
time,  then  traded  for  land  in  Baker  township  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  1885.  then  settled  in  Sheldon.   Welch  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
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board  of  county  siiperx  isors.  and  a  thrifty  citizen  of  this  county.  He  was 
actinfif  sheriff  under  SherifT  Xissen. 

J'enns\ ivania  scnl  forth  one  of  her  sons  to  bfconie  a  pioneer  in  this 
tow-nship :  this  was  in  the  person  of  James  RoIktIs.  who  first  located  in  Powe- 
shiek county  and  later  came  to  Cherokee.  He  found  there  Mr.  Woods  of 
this  county,  w  ho  located  him  on  section  28,  Carroll  township.  I'orbes  W  ill- 
iainsfin  had  tht-  claim  covered  up.  as  it  was  then  called.  Init  K<il)erts  paid  him 
twenty-ei[;ht  dollar^.  tr>  ;,'et  ritl  of  him.  He  went  back  and  wintered  in  Powe- 
shiek county  in  tlie  winter  of  1871-72.  and  in  tlie  winter  following  he  wa>  in 
Pennsylvania.  In  1875  he  broke  out  a  htmdred  and  twenty  acres  of  his 
quarter  section,  and  farmed  the  same,  partly  him.«elf  and  partly  rented  to 
another.  This  was  the  first  grassht^jper  year  and  he  only  siaxcd  a  portion 
of  hi^  cpi]),  wliicli  at  first  was  very  firomisin;.;.  Ten  aiTe<  <>f  his  land  had 
oats  on  it  and  not  a  t)U.shcl  was  harvetied  therefrom.  Tlireshing  machine 
men  that  year  in  Carroll  township  cliargetl  twenty -fixe  dollars  per  day  for 
threshing,  without  regard  to  the  amount  of  grain  yield.  When  he  returned 
in  the  spring  of  1874,  at  the  Day  sdiool  house  he  saw  forty  odd  settlers 
j^athend  iii  a  crowd,  as  he  siipixised  one  of  (he  settlers  had  died,  from  the 
dejeclei!  limk  upitn  the  faces  <it  the  men  there  a>---eml)led.  hut  soon  learned 
that  ihcy  were  there  to  receive  their  apporti«inmenl  of  a  relief  fund  that  had 
been  raised  and  sent  into  the  county  to  tide  the  settlers  over  another  year. 
Mr.  Roberts  finally  came  throtigh  all  rig^t  and  owned  a  half  section  of  land 
in  1897  and  a  residence  in  the  town  of  Sheldon. 

THK  "I'A  rHHlNDEU"  OK  O  BUIEN  COl'NTV. 

William  Huston  Woods,  better  known  as  "Hu.se  "  Womls.  referred  to 
below  as  having  located  sundry  homesteaders,  and  referred  to  in  other  places 
in  this  historv  as  a  surveyor,  filled  much  <>{  a  neede<l  niche  w  ith  the  old  settler 
in  thus  getting  IcKated.  .Mr.  V\'oods  was  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Roma  W. 
W  oods,  who  writes  one  chapter  of  this  history  in  reminiscences  of  the  early 
day.  This  e.\pIanation  wotild  not  have  been  necessary  twenty-five  years  agOi 
a>  then  e\erybody  knew  him.  but  we  now  ha\e  seventeen  thousand  people. 
He  himself  homestcaded  nn  (he  section  adioinini,'  the  present  town  of  Suther- 
land. In  Cuming  to  the  county  many  settlers  tirst  landed  at  .Mr.  WOods' 
claim  to  secure  his  services.  Those  in  Carroll  township,  many  of  them,  com- 
ing from  down  near  Dtibtiqtte,  Durant  and  other  places,  would  make  their 
first  trip  across  the  county  thus  piloted  by  him.  These  pilgrimages  tramped 
down  the  prairie  grass  and  did  the  first  "road  work"  on  the  long  angling  road 
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from  Mr.  Woods"  place,  via  Prinigliar,  ihruugh  Carrt)ll  to  Sheldon.  It  was 
quite  indispensable  to  this  settler,  who  was  staking  his  little  much  and  all  to 
make  a  home.  c\  en  though  a  shack,  to  know  that  he  was  on  the  right  eighty 

.ncrc-s  of  land.  MmcIi  of  thi>  cmnty  hoing  within  the  railroad  limits  muler 
the  j.;rant  of  Contirc-s.  innst  oi  them  only  ijot  ci|^hty  acres.  .\  dilTerencc 
of  eighty  rotls  in  a  survey  might  mean  tlie  whole  thing  to  him.  They  were 
dealing  with  Uncle  Sam.  an  exacting  individual.  Mr.  Woods  was  a  highly 
educated  man.  a  irne  mathematician  and  an  accurate  surveyor.  He  had  been 
a  o  I'v-f  chum  of  Col.  William  IV  ITt  pluim,  member  of  Congress  from  the 
'  '^a  clistrict.  i'lic  uul  I'mtril  .'^trUt-s  -nrvi-vs  were  I'vi-ii  tlivn  more 
than  twenty  ytar>  <i'd,  'tiid  llu-  tall  prairie  !?ra>>  >inU  nut  l'n>m  view  many 
of  the  iiiivernment  c-*>rncrs.  I  hey  had  tu  he  "found.  "  The  prairie  grass 
all  looked  alike.  This  sameness  to  so  large  an  expan.«e  made  this  item  quite 
a  problem.  It  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  Mr.  Woods  thus  located  a  full 
half  of  the  six  hunilred  honie-iteadi  n  ,  1  '  i  \\i<e  many  settlers  on  the  deeded 
township<.  He  un<lerstood  the  "\th>  aiul  im unid-."  \nn  nu  the  treeless  prairies 
hy  I  ncle  Sam'.s  surveyors.  His  actual  mileage  in  foot  travel  in  the  decade 
1870-1880  would  run  into  the  many  thousands  in  these  surveys.  He  was  a 
man  much  in  politics,  but  nex-er  sought  an  office.  He  probably  spent  more 
acii.al  tinie  than  any  oiher  half  dozen  men  during  the  same  years  as  leader 
in  the  >  iru'.niizatioii  of  the  Taxpayers'  .\ssociatii  >ii  in  earnest  effort  to  defeat 
what  ail  au'reed  was  an  nnju>t  deht.  ( )ne  <piile  primitive,  yet  ]»rariical. 
UK-tliod  used  l)y  the  early  pioneers,  and  even  hy  these  surveyors  in  their  trial 
eflforts  to  find  corners  and  lines  was  to  tie  a  handkerchief  to  the  spoke  of  the 
buggy  or  wag<Mi,  and  coiuit  its  revolutions  as  one  drove  along,  first  measuring 
the  tire,  to  make  the  computation.  Many  land  agents  did  this  for  years 
later  on.  The  writer  lias  tliii>  counted  these  re\i >!inions  nf  wheels  in  the 
nmny  thousands  in  >nij,rle  <iays  to  determine  some  corner.  In  tlie>e  tedious 
surveys  to  tind  corners,  the  actual  gmernment  comer  was  the  main  feature, 
and  in  these  locations  of  early  homesteaders  Mr.  Woods  may  be  said  to  have 
been  literally  and  in  fact  the  "Pathfinder  of  0"P>rien  Qiunty." 

Pioneer  W.  IT  \\'oo<ls  al-o  located  \\  .  C  Hntterlield  in  1X70  on  section 
4  of  Carroll  township,  lie  returned  in  1S71.  proved  up  and  hronj^dn  his 
family  on  to  become  permanent  .settlers,  lie  hauled  luniijer  from  Cherokee 
and  erected  a  small,  but  comfortable,  house  in  the  fall  of  1871.  He  had 
formerly  been  a  merchant  in  Durant,  Cedar  coimty.  Iowa.  Later,  he  embarked 
in  business  in  Sheldon.  He  was  also  a  shoemaker  and  in  iS-^  "cobbled" 
many  a  pair  of  hoots  an<!  shoes  for  homesteaders  for  which  he  was  never 
paid  a  cent,  and  really  never  asked  pay. 
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Giarles  F.  Bntterfidd,  son  of  the  Vennont  Yankee  Butterfidd.  located 
in  Carroll  township  in  1871  on  section  4.  He  broke  op  land  the  first  season, 
wintered  at  Durant,  Iowa,  and  returned  the  folk>wing  spring.  He  made  the 
first  trac  k  tlirDUgh  the  \\  ild  prairie  grass  l)et\vi'rn  where  I'rimghar  now  stands 
and  his  place,  and  ihi^  trail  was  long  used  as  a  well  traveled  wagon  road. 
Subseiiuently,  he  lucated  in  the  shoe  trade  at  Sheldon.  His  brother  also 
daimed  land  here,  remained  a  while,  moved  to  Montana  and  died  many  years 
since.  Another  younger  son  became  possessed  of  a  good  paying  govern- 
ment position  in  the  Rosebud  Indian  agency,  being  at  the  head  of  the  Indian 
^chool. 

J.  J.  Harteiiljower,  later  a  large  capitalist  in  the  city  of  Dcs  Moines, 
settled  on  section  34  in  1872.  He  was  desperately  poor,  but  forged  to  the 
front  and  became  a  wealthy  man  of  the  state  and  later  mayor  of  Des  Moines, 

as  likewise  he  had  been  mayor  of  Sheldon. 

Another  settler  was  \\'.  II.  l>orscy,  hmiher  of  "Star  Route"  Senator 
Dorsey,  who  was  an  early  settler  ou  the  southwest  (piarler  of  section  2. 

Other  pioneers  in  (."arrull  township  were.  J.  R.  Deacon,  on  section  6; 
Gladney  Ewers,  on  section  32;  L.  G.  Healey.  long  a  deputy  sheriff,  on  section 
14,  who  later  died  on  the  Pacific  coast:  B.  Hutchinson,  on  sectkm  24.  who 
kept  a  store  there  until  Sheldon  came  into  existence.  .Also  .A.  J.  Brock,  on 
section  10:  D.  Barretti  on  section  34:  N'ancy  .-K.  Fiush.  on  secti<Mi  ,^2;  R.  H. 
Cook,  on  section  2;  Paul  Casely,  on  section  22:  R.  H.  Ctwik.  later  ol  Dakota; 
John  Clements,  on  section  28 :  Robert  Cowan,  on  section  30 :  Harley  Day,  on 
section  26;  James  B.  Frisbeei  on  section  14;  Frank  Frisbec,  on  section  14; 
E.  S.  Huber,  on  section  23;  L.  A.  Hornl>crger.  on  section  34;  M.  H.  Hart, 
on  section  27;  C".  P.  Jones,  on  sectimi  iS;  T.  M.  l.einaster.  <m  section  -'4; 
Harvey  l.'ice,  section  30:  (  '.  Milkr.  -ictinn  4:  D  X.  McIClwain,  section  4. 
came  in  1872,  and  died  many  years  later.  He  was  known  as  "Uncle  Xick." 
and  was  a  sturdy  character  and  alwavs  lived  bv  the  Golden  Rule.  Dan  Mc- 
Kay  located  on  section  6.  in  187 1.  many  years  a  deputy*  sheriff  and  many 
years  later  rctnoved  to  Tacoma.  His  son,  who  was  trained  and  schooled  in 
thiscoiint\.  is  now  a  well-known  atlornev  in  Tacotna. 

John  (irillith  settled  on  section  2,  which  land  ua.N  kept  in  the  family  ever 
afterwards.  William  Moffitt  settled  on  section  20.  as  did  Dan  Moflitt.  while 
Frank  located  on  section  22  and  Erwin  on  section  28.  John  W.  Nelson 
claimed  a  part  of  section  J4.  wlu  ie  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Peter 
A.  XeK.in  made  liis  original  -citlcment  on  section  36,  worked  at  the  mason's 
trade  in  Sheldon  and  died  in  the  nineties. 
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W  illiam  W.  F^eynolds  settled  on  section  22  of  Carroll  township  and  later 
on  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors;  he  was  by 
trade  a  mason  and  a  prince  among  his  fellow  men ;  he  died  at  Sheldon.  J.  F. 

Stone  located  on  section  8,  and  later  became  a  furniiiirt-  <lealer  in  Shdkloa. 
Henry  W'hitniore  located  on  section  4  and  Louie  and  Xick  N  niinf^er  on  section 
30;  C.  D.  Pottinger  settled  on  section  16;  Silas  Poole  claimed  a  part  of  sec- 
tion 26.  and  Mary  Priest  was  on  section  14. 

George  W.  Schee,  who  is  prominent  in  the  comity  'and  in  this  history, 
settled  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  26,  in  1872. 

George  Meniiix,  from  Daven|)ort.  Iowa,  first  located  in  Liberty  town- 
ship in  i<S(kj  atid  the  fidlouinj^  year  built  a  shack  aii<l  Ijfoke  vip  ■^oine  of  his 
clainj.  in  the  fall  of  1870  he  filed  a  contest  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 18  in  Carroll  township  and  was  successful  in  his  contest  He  settled 
there  in  April,  1871.  Three  years  hand  running  he  lost  his  crops  by  grass- 
hoppers and  dry  weather,  but  steadily  kept  ]irr  -^ing  onward. 

Clans  Klindt  and  family  came  in  with  Mr.  Mennig  in  the  sprinjj  of  1871. 
settling  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  18,  Carroll  township.  C.  P. 
Jones  and  family  came  in  the  same  time  with  Klindt  and  located  on  the  same 
section.  Klindt  was  a  peculiar  man  and  later  in  Dakota  committed  suicide, 
it  is  said. 

Thomas  Holmes,  homesteader  on  section  22.  was  an  Hnglishinan  and 
cousin  to  John  11.  and  W'illiani  Archer  and  William  r.ri,!,'i^<.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  supervisors  from  Carroll  for  six  years  during  the  trying 
times  in  getting  the  county  on  a  cash  basis,  and  with  Ezra  M.  Brady.  George 
W.  Schee  and  others,  deserves  much  credit  for  that  county  (inanoeering.  M. 
F.  McNutt  has  for  some  i:  lieen  a  later  member  of  that  body  from  Carroll, 
doing  corresponding  work,  but  belongs  to  the  later  atid  building  peritid  of  the 
county,  as  likewise  was  K.  H.  McClellan.  a  member  for  some  years.  A.  H. 
Herrick,  Miss  C.  A.  Merrick  and  Frank  L.  Hcrrick,  for  four  years  later  on 
county  recorder,  all  homesteaded  on  section  12.  George  N.  Klock,  long 
known  as  an  eccentric  and  wit  and  now  for  years  residing  in  Sheldon,  settled 
on  8. 

D.  A.  W  .  Perkins,  editor,  lawyer,  politician  and  author  of  oiu-  of  the 
first  histories  of  O'Brien  county,  effected  his  settlement  in  Floyd  township, 
and  made  his  home  at  pioneer  Butterfield's,  before  named,  as  being  associated 
with  the  pioneer  band  of  Carroll  township.  Mr.  Peiktns  now  resides  at 
Highmore,  South  Dakota.  He  is  a  many-sided  man  and  possessed  of  many 
manly  traits  of  character,  and  in  several  wajrs  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
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aUlity.  He  and  a  well-known  Methodist  minister  had  a  claim  contest  which 
Mr.  Perkins  gives  an  account  of  in  his  old  history  of  this  count) .  which  shows 
the  conditiotj  <»{  tliim;^  lure  in  tlio  t-arly  si-\ ciitic^.  ;il->it  the  make-up  of  the 
two  men  claiming  ilic  >aiiu-  lanil.  ululcr  the  honiesteatl  rights,  hence  we  quoto 
Mr.  Perkins"  account  in  lull: 

"The  writer  returned  to  Wilton,  in  Muscatine  county,  where  he  was 
living,  after  completing  the  sod  shack  and  filing  in  the  land  office.  In  the 
spring  of  iS-j.  with  sf»me  others  <if  I)ul)Uf|iR\  I  returned,  drove  lip  from 
("luT'ikcf.  and  al)>>iit  the  firNt  of  April  landed  un  the  claim  aj^ain.  As  we 
drove  in  sight  of  it  w  e  conld  see  a  building  hud  heen  placed  there  during  the 
winter  in  the  writer's  ahsentx*. 

"Truly,  here  was  a  dilemma,  a  difference  in  opinion  as  to  who  had  place<l 
that  l)uilding  on  the  claim,  whether  he  was  a  pigmy  or  a  giant,  an  innocent 
menilH-r  «if  the  Vounfi  Men's  Christian  Association,  or  a  cow-hoy.  Upon 
infpiirin-^,  liowever.  in  a  few  days  we  learned  it  wa^  a  Methodist  preacher 
with  only  one  arm.  rhi>.  ol  course,  settled  the  cjuestion  of  muscular 
supremacy,  for  we  felt  if  we  could  not  gel  away  with  a  one-armed  preacher, 
he  was  entitled  to  that  quarter  section,  with  the  sod  shack  and  its  belongings 
thrown  in.  AlMiut  t\\<'  \veek>  after  that  we  went  down  to  Cherokee  for  pro- 
xiMriii^.  and  while  at  the  dciMii  when  the  train  came  in  from  the  east,  the 
writer  ^a\\  a  one-armed  man  ^et  off  tiie  train.  I  le  had  the  f^ari)  <>f  a  preacher, 
and  the  thought  was.  oi  course,  here  was  the  offender  and  the  cause  of  all 
our  pros|Xfctive  trmible.  and  not  even  his  clerical  position  shall  save  him  from 
a  going  over,  and  perhaps  a  troiincmg  if  he  was  the  slightest  indined  to  talk 
hack.  Someone  knowinij  the  circumstances  and  the  parties,  brought  the 
l)reacher  ami  the  writer  face  to  face  and  introduced  n*-,  The  preacher  at 
once,  without  fear  of  man  ur  liod  before  his  eyes.  'So  you  are  on  my  claim, 
are  you  ?'  The  gall  of  the  fellow  was  immensely  audacious  and  for  a  moment 
we  were  paralyzed,  not  with  fear,  but  sttrprise.  We  recovered,  however. 
enoi;t;h  to  say  we  had  nmved  a  building  up  ai^aiiist  his  building  and  against 
his  door:  that  we  had  tliree  Winchesters,  four  bow  ie  knives,  an  oak  club  with 
knots  on  it.  and  a  l)ull-do«(,  and  the  tir>t  a'teinpt  he  made  even  to  f^o  ti>  his 
claim  he  would  be  slaughtered  right  there,  and  his  mi.serablc  carcass  thrown 
to  the  prairie  wolves.  This  was  said  with  dramatic  pose,  and  in  such  a  way 
that  the  preacher  walked  off.  muttering  to  himself.  He  did  come  around, 
however,  in  about  two  weeks  and  mildly  inrpiired  if  he  woidd  l>e  permitted 
to  hani  his  bnildini^  away,  and  was  mildly  told  that  he  could.  He  sold  it  to 
Ed.  Bache,  in  I'loyd  township,  where  it  still  stands  on  lid  s  claim. 
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"  Thf  preacher  was  vanquished  and  peace  was  restorctl.  This  was  Rev. 
Ira  lirashtTs.  wlio  was  pastor  <>i  the  Methodist  Episcf)pa!  church  at  Sheldon 
and  Sanborn  afterwards,  and  was  also  postmaster  at  Sanlwjrn." 

Having  traced  out  the  location  and  dates  of  many  of  tlie  pioneers  of 
Carroll  township,  it  is  now  left  to  state  something  concerning  the  first  actual 
settler  within  the  limits  of  the  township — Patrick  Carroll,  for  whom  the 
township  was  named,  anil  rightfully,  too.  He  came  from  lliiiiois  in  the 
sprint;  of  1X7(1.  with  two  teams  and  wagons  and  with  his  entire  family,  a 
wife  and  eight  children,  i  hey  were  three  weeks  enroute  to  Lhrokee.  Com- 
ing up  from  Cherokee,  Mr.  CarroU  met  a  team  whose  driver  was  asked  about 
where  he  would  find  the  "town  of  Waterman,"  having  been  told  that  it  was 
(piite  a  good  sized  ])lace.  when,  in  fact,  it  consisted  only  of  the  humhle  habita- 
tion of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman,  the  tlr-t  O'Brien  county  ^etl]crs.  The  reply 
came  from  the  sun  uf  the  Emerald  Isle,  (piick  and  full  of  wit.  ".\  divil  a  bit 
of  use  is  it  for  ye*s  to  be  enquiring  for  a  town  in  a  new  country  like  thut." 
Mr.  Carroll  soon  found  the  Irishman  was  correct !  He  finally  located  on  the 
southeast  cpiarter  of  section  34,  this  township.  Me  dug  a  well  and  with  his 
covi-rs  from  the  wagons  made  a  tent  in  which  the  fatnily  lived  until  he  could 
do  Intter  lie  traded  his  horses  for  o.xen  and  with  them  l)rokc  his  raw 
prairie  land  sufficient  to  raise  a  crop  the  following  year.  In  the  fall  of  the 
year  he  worked  on  the  railroad  grade  and  thus  kept  the  wolf  from  the  door. 
He  finally  succeeded  and  became  well  olf.  He  died  in  March,  1896.  his  good 
wife  having  passed  away  on  November  23.  1883.  The  township  of  Carroll, 
bearnig  his  namt-.  will  i  ver  be  his  monument  to  future  readers  nf  local  aiiii.tls. 
The  i>ne  town  in  this  township  is  very  appropriately  named  Archer.  John 
Archer  for  whom  it  is  named,  owns  about  four  thoui^and  acres  immediately 
adjoining  the  town.  He  was  the  founder  of  and  he  has  the  chief  business  in 
the  place  tod;i\  . 

VVe  should  al>o  mention  Rol)ert  T.  Hayes,  now  deceased,  who  owned  the 
plat  jn«t  on  the  north  of  the  town  of  \rcher.  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  and  where  his  widow  and  si.\  children  now  reside,  lie  was  an  unique 
and  original  character,  in  that  he  had  a  very  retentive  memory  and  could 
repeat  the  history  of  his  town  and  township  and  that  part  of  the  county  in  all 
its  details  aiul  dates.  \Villiam  \V.  and  John  S.  Bondernian.  who  also  have  re- 
sided upon  and  owned  land  immediately  adjoining  the  town  for  manv  voars 
on  the  south  and  west,  have  done  niiuli  for  l)oth  the  town  and  township. 
.Austin  Watson  and  his  son  George,  just  east  of  the  town,  but  in  Summit 
township,  have  done  far  more  than  the  usual  part  in  building  up  .Archer  as 
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a  thrtvinpf,  wide-awake  Ini^iiU  '^s  ])lacc,  and  in  making  it  diic  of  the  best  market?; 
in  the  county.  Mr.  Watson  has  been  in  more  ways  than  one,  both  to  the 
individtial  and  to  the  town,  "a  friend  in  need."  and  taken  a  prominent  part 
in  politics  and  public  affairs,  and  in  putting  both  Archer  and  his  part  of  the 
county  on  the  map.  Archer  has  been  very  exceptional  in  thi.s,  that,  though 
one  of  the  ^imaller  towns,  with  population  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-one.  it 
has  actually  tested  out  as  a  vigorous  rival  of  the  larf^er  towns  in  the  ctnmty 
in  extent  of  .shipments  and  business,  .\rclier  has  been  .si>ecially  fortunate  in 
the  loyalty  of  its  fanners  towards  the  town. 

AXCHBX. 

The  town  of  Archer  was  named  for  John  H.  Archer,  who  owned  the  • 
land  upon  which  the  town  was  platted.   He  was  an  extensive  fanner,  and  is 
now  lari^el)  intere.sted  in  the  town,  but  resides  in  Sheldon,  where  he  is  also 

interested  in  banking. 

The  town  was  platted  in  on  the  south  half  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  24  in  Carroll  township,  by  William  Van  Epps  and  Charles  £.  Mc- 
Kinney  by  dedication  deed  dated  February  10,  1888. 

On  February  12,  1902.  twenty-six  citizens  filed  their  petition  before 
Jiidf^e  fieor^i^e  W.  Wakefield  in  the  district  court,  praying  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  said  eighty  acres  nf  latid  to  l)e  known  as  Archer.  On  February  25, 
1902,  the  court  appointed  W .  1.  Brooks.  I-'.  A.  Beers,  .A.  Menning,  P.  S. 
Tanner  and  Eugene  Sullivan  as  commissioners  and  incorporators  of  the 
town  and  to  act  as  judges  of  and  to  hold  the  first  election.  Notice  of  same 
was  ])ublished  three  weeks  in  the  O'Brien  County  Belt.  At  the  election  held 
March  25.  190J.  the  vote  stotwl  twenty-seven  to  one  in  favor  <w'  incoqxira- 
tion.  At  the  first  election  of  ofVicials.  held  Ai)ril  21.  i(;02.  W.  I.  Sinvard 
was  elected  as  its  first  mayor,  ami  S.  Cjeorge  I'ederstjn,  Henry  Teimens,  A. 
Menning,  P.  S.  Tanner,  F.  W.  Nelson  and  E.  W.  Chapman  as  its  first  coundL 
Mr.  Sinyard  was  elected  for  five  successive  terms,  ten  years  in  all.  He  was 
followed  II  t!ie  mayor's  office  by  Dr.  M.  D.  Kiely.  Samuel  Webster  and  C.  S. 
fio(xlrich.  Tlie  present  officers  of  the  municipality'  are  C.  S.  Goodrich, 
mayor;  R.  K.  McOuinn.  clerk;  Will  Clow,  treasurer,  and  Jacob  Duimstra, 
Benjamin  Olsen.  W.  J.  Sinyard.  Henry  Teimens  and  H.  C.  Henspeter, 
coundbnen. 

The  town  was  laid  out  on  the  then  new  railroad  built  in  1887,  then 
known  as  the  Sioux  l*"alls  &  C  herokee  I\aiiroad.  and  later  reoi^nized  and 
incorporated  as  part  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  system. 
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The  lir>t  huildiuLj  fifcU-d  \va>  a  l  larlotiiith  shop  in  March.  lS88.  With- 
in a  few  niuiiths  a  postolVicc  was  eslahhslied  with  T.  B.  White  appointcti  as 
its  first  postmaster,  but.  tailing  to  qualify.  A.  A.  Bisltee,  the  pioneer  merchant 
and  partner  with  West  &  Bisbee.  who  started  the  first  store,  was  appointed 
and  qualified.  Milo  Iknedict  was  the  first  station  agent.  The  firm  of  West 
Bisbee.  soon  after  failing  in  business,  was  succeeded  by  H.  H.  Parish, 
who  hocamc  in  tnrti  postmaster  anr!  built  up  a  lartje  trade.  W.  J.  Sinyard 
soon  after  became  depot  agent  and  acted  in  this  capacity  for  several  years, 
and  until  he  became  auhier  of  die  Bank  of  Archer 

The  following  is  a  full  list  of  the  postmasters:  A.  A.  Bisbee.  H.  H. 
Parish,  H.  I-  Williams.  11.  11.  Parish.  H.  K.  Smith.  Eugene  Sullivan,  Joe 
Lamkin.  C".  M.  ]'e<Itrson.  H.  .\.  I.ctiikni]  antl  C.  M.  IVdirson. 

The  business  interests  of  Archer  in  the  year  lOM  are  represented  as 
follows:  Goodrich  &  Co.  and  Ciarrett  \'ander  Schoor.  general  stores;  Chris 
Peterson,  harness  shop :  Jacob  Dninstra,  hardware  merchant;  Henry  Teimens, 
blacksmith:  Mrs.  Jchn  Tanner,  restaurant:  John  Ham.  pool  hall;  A.  J. 
P.ytrs.  barber;  Henry  Kleinheksel.  livery:  Joseph  Lamkin,  meats;  Edmonds- 
Londerixan  iS:  Co..  himlier,  etc.;  .\rcher  ro-<»perative  drain  Co.,  grain,  etc.; 
C.  S.  noiulrich.  auto  fjaraj,'e;  B.  S.  Renswick.  creamery:  C.  M.  Pederson. 
postmaster  and  telephone  manager. 

For  the  statement  and  history  of  the  Bank  of  Archer,  see  the  chapter 
on  Banks  and  Bankin|^,  and  for  its  churches,  see  the  chapter  on  churches. 

The  professional  interests  are  well  taken  care  of  by  Dr.  M.  D.  Ki^y, 
who  located  here  in  1898  and  has  built  up  a  very  extensive  practice. 

ARCHER  SCHOOLS. 

The  town  of  .Archer,  in  its  sclimd  relations.  ha>  had  an  uni(|ue  experi- 
ence, in  this,  tiiat  its  school  buildinj^  and  j^rounds  arc  owned  by  the  incor- 
porated town  of  .\rcher.  as  a  nnmicipal  corporation.  This  is  not  true  of  any 
other  town  in  the  county.  It  came  about  in  this  way.  Archer  is  not  an 
independent  school  di.strict.  It  is  a  part  of  the  school  township  and  in  one 
of  its  districts.  The  town  being  on  the  edge  of  the  school  township,  thus 
twenty-four  miles  around  it.  the  rural  districts  could  not  bring  themselves 
up  to  the  point  01  voting  funds  for  a  building  adequate  for  town  purposes. 
Undaunted,  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the  town,  in  the  year  1900,  by  private 
subscription  erected  a  two-story  school  building  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand 
five  hiuidred  dollars.   The  town  or  district  then  entered  into  a  friendly 
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agreement  with  the  scl)(n»l  townshi])  whereljv  tlic  town  shall  furnish  the 
schuul  building  and  the  school  townshi])  shall  bear  the  management  e.\|>enses. 


Sumniit  township  was  not  seltlL<l  as  soon  as  other  parts  ot  the  county, 
but  is  now  all  well  developed  and  land  sells  from  one  hundred  and  tilly  dollars 
to  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  Its  population  in  1905,  according  to  the 
state  census  returns,  was  five  hundred  and  fifteen.  It  was  organized  as 
follows :  On  May  7,  1873.  all  of  Ncctinn  36  of  what  is  now  Summit,  whereon 
IVitntrhar  now  stands,  was  st-t  off  from  the  then  Carroll  and  addid  t'>  ("t-nter. 
Therefore  i'rinigliar  at  one  time  belonged  to  Center.  Un  December  27, 
1873,  what  is  now  Summit  was  detached  from  Carroll.  In  describing  what 
should  be  Summit  it  dedared  it  was  to  be  bounded  on  the  east  by. "96-40" 
and  on  the  South  by  "95-41."  so  that  in  effect  it  set  back  Primghar  to  Sum- 
mit. Later  on  in  the  years  all  the  territory  w  ithin  the  limits  of  the  incor- 
porated town  of  l*rinii;har  was  made  part  <'i  Summit  township.  This  puts 
I'eck  &  Shuck's  utUlition  and  .Sloiinn,  Turner  &  Armstrung's  additions  to 
Primghar,  which  are  in  congressional  Center,  into  Sunmiit  township  and  also 
puts  Derby  &  Rowan's  addition  to  Primghar,  which  is  in  congressional  Dale, 
into  Summit,  as  at  present  sittiated. 

A  portion  of  the  town  of  IVinj^har  is  situated  within  the  southeast 
corner  of  this  township.  1  here  are  no  other  t(»wns  or  parts  of  towns  in  this 
sub-division  of  the  county.  John  and  W  ill  .\rcher  were  early  comers  to  this 
part  of  O'Brien  county.  The  last  named  was  at  one  time  connected  with 
the  Primgliar  Sax'ings  Bank  ami  was  a  very  liberal  man  and  highly  public 
sjiiritcd.  He  donated  much  toward  the  i)resent  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  I'rinii^har  and  after  its  completion  he  donated  a  pidpit  set,  and  chairs  for 
jnfant>'  use  in  Suiwlay  school.  He  moved  io  Burlington.  Iowa,  where  he 
engage<l  in  the  mamifactnre  of  crackers.  C^hers  were  Drew  Arnold  and 
Barney  Snyder.  The  latter  took  a  homestead  which  he  proved  up  on  and 
still  lives  there  in  good  circumstances.  John  Archer's  father-in-law.  Mr. 
P.allon.  \\r>-.  \crv  earlv  iii  the  settlement  and  is  still  li\in^.  hut  not  a  resident 
i>f  the  townsliip.  In  llie  mirth  pari  of  the  town-hip  was  C  harles  iinrtis,  who 
still  resides  in  O'lJrien  county,  honored  and  respected,  .\nother  was  W  ill- 
iam  Artman.  who  came  in  the  eighties,  made  good  impro%'ements  and 
accumulated  much  property 

This  township  had  some  tree  claims,  but  few  homesteads,  when  the 
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-seitlctm'iit  was  effected.  One  "forty"  in  some  way  slipiKJcI  the  notice  of  all 
laiid-li  lokcrs  initil  very  late,  when  David  Algyer.  an  al)>lracter,  now  livinj^^ 
at  i'aullina,  discovered  it  and  entered  it  as  his  huniestead.  He  made  the 
usual  unprovements  and  finally  sold  it  after  proving  up.  This  was  on  sec- 
tion 29  and  is  the  forty  owned  by  Joseph  Hulbach.  Other  pioneer  settlers 
here  were  as  fdlows:  Joseph  Totter,  who  came  just  after  Mr.  11<  Iha  li 
M.  M.  Ray.  now  residiiiL;  in  I'rinighar,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  settled  in  thi- 
southeast  part  of  Summit  in  the  seventies;  married,  reared  his  family  and 
then  moved  lo  town,  having  rented  his  farm.  Joseph  Geister,  ex-sheriff  of 
O'Brien  county,  was  early  in  the  township,  as  was  his  father-in-law,  Mr. 
Hargcs.  who  came  to  the  county  with  over  twenty  thousand  dollars.  He  was 
a  plain  dressed  man  and  wore  an  odd  coonskin  cap.  He  appeared  at  the 
teller  s  window  at  a  hatik  in  Sanl>r)rn  and  wanted  to  (k'ix>sit  money.  The 
banker  did  not  believe  he  had  a  dollar,  but  treated  him  j,'entlemanly  and  soon 
he  drew  from  one  pocket  several  thousand  dollars  and  deposited  that  and 
then  dttg  up  more  from  other  pockets  in  his  ptoin  clothes,  until  he  had  taken 
out  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Then  he  commenced  picking  up 
land  in  O'Brien  cotmty  and  at  one  time  had  many  broad  acres. 

Another  one  recalled  by  present-day  settlers  was  James  See's  father, 
who  located  near  Mr.  Cieisler  s  present  farm.  The  old  gentleman  is  now 
deceased. 

Summit  is  also  one  of  the  deeded  townships  it  only  having  three  home- 
steads in  it  Stephen  J.  Jordan  was  an  old  soldier  and  homesteader.  He 
met  with  an  accident  in  a  runaway,  from  the  injuries  of  wbii  h  he  dird.  The 
Ste|)hen  Jordan  (irand  .\rniy  post  at  fVitnghar  was  tuitned  ior  l,im.  (iei>rge 
B.  Davids  was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers,  hut  sixmi  Ijccame  a  banker  with 
the  Ellis  brothers  and  Morton  Wither  at  Sanborn,  in  the  State  Bank.  John 
H.  Archer  has  the  credit  of  being  the  largest  farmer  in  the  county,  having 
aljoiu  tour  thousand  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  lies  in  Summit  township. 
Mr.  .\rcher  himself  resided  willi  his  lannly  on  a  jiart  of  this  long  stretch  of 
farm,  or  farms,  for  more  than  tu  enty-hve  years.  W  bile  also  a  banker  on  a 
large  scale,  he  has  Ijcen  j>ersonally  and  actively  engaged  in  farming.  Philip 
Brundage  was  one  of  the  oldest  timers  in  this  township  on  section  22.  Two 
of  his  sons,  John  R.  and  William,  still  reside  in  the  township.  Another  son, 
Selonins.  and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  M.  D.  Finch  and  Mrs.  .\nna  Bradley, 
reside  in  and  near  Slu-Mon.  The  court  house  and  all  the  business  part  of 
Primghar  lies  in  this  township. 
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GENERAL  COMMENT  OK  THE  TOWNSHIPS. 

In  ihc  early  linits  each  >culc(l  tDwuship  fur  taxation  purposes  wanted 
a  deeded  township  to  aid  in  revenue  and  taxes.  It  was  the  law  that  territor}* 
of  any  one  township  must  he  contiguous.  Carroll  was  almost  surrounded 
b\  settled  townships.  She  wanted  Lincoln  for  company  as  a  township. 
To  aviiiil  (lie  tiileninia  the  novel  itk'.'i  was  >>ni;tieste<l  and  ciirritd  out.  and  the 
niirlli  r<<\\  ot  fnrtie^  oi  the  present  Sinninil  was  detarhed  irnm  Siinimil.  and 
with  Linci>ln  made  Larroll.  The  now  Lineuln  ami  Carroll  were  thus  united, 
like  the  Siamese  tivins.  by  this  fiddle-strint;  ligament.  .\  genuine  case  of 
"taxation  for  revenue  only.'*  as  the  political  phrase  then  went,  all  done  to 
make  the  territorx  tonticfiious  as  hy  law  in  such  cases  provided.  This  fiddle 
string  was  i»!\i'n  hack  to  Summit  lum-  S.  i8S(i 

It  shoidd  lit-  added  that  there  is  now  and  ha^  been  tor  several  years  an- 
<>ther  civil  ti>wnship  in  O'lirien  county,  not  usually  known  to  many  within 
the  county,  even  in  Sheldon  city  itself.  This  is  known  as  Sheldon  township, 
and  includes  all  of  the  incorporation  of  the  city  of  Sheldon,  and  no  more 
territor\-.  It  was  so  created  that  the  city  of  Sheldon  might  have  two  justices 
of  peace  within  her  corporate  limits. 

PRIMCnAR. 

(  U  tlif  railro;i<l  town-  of  the  county,  I'riniLjliar  is  second  in  point  of  time, 
though  sharmjj;  with  Sheldon  its  start  in  the  same  year.  1872,  with  .Sheldon  a 
few  months  ahead,  i'rimghar  has  had  some  unique  experiences.  Its  first 
forty  acres  of  platted  ground  was  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  county  on 
November  11.  1872.  by  a  vote  of  three  humlred  and  sixty  to  fifty-three  to  be 
the  county  seat,  before  it  was  name<l^ — he  fore  it  was  bom.  so  to  speak. 

It  has  a  distinct  claim  to  ori.^inalitv  in  its  natne.  Its  name  was  made 
up  from  the  initials  oi  the  names  ot  the  eight  men  chieHy  taking  part  in  plat- 
ting it: 

Pumphre}'.  the  treasurer,  drives  the  first  nail, 
Roberts,  the  donor.  i>  <|iiick  on  his  trail. 

Inman  dips  slyl\-  his  lir-t  letter  in, 
Mct'ormack  add-  M.  wliich  niaki'-  the  lull  Prim. 
Green,  thinking  of  griKxries.  gives  ihem  the  G, 
Hayes  drops  them  an  H,  without  asking  a  fee. 
Albright,  the  joker,  with  his  jokes  all  at  par, 
Rerick  brings  up  the  rear  and  crowns  all  "Primghar." 
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Primghar  became  a  town  when  there  were  but  six  and  one-half  miles 

of  railroad  built  in  the  cotmty,  the  Sioux  City  &  St  Paul  railroad  to  SiKldoii. 
Durinp  the  rtr>t  fifu-ni  years  of  its  existence  it  was  without  a  railroad,  and 
was  in  its  ^ixteemli  year  when  it  was  incorporated  as  a  town. 

All  these  items  hatl  their  reasons.  The  land  grant  by  Congre>s  ot  May 
12,  i8r»4,  provided  that  the  Milwaukee  railroad  should  be  built  through 
O'Brien  county  "as  near  the  forty-third  iiarallel  of  latitude  as  may  be."  This 
forty-third  parallel  is  two  niiles  south  of  Prtn)|^ar.  Its  |)eople  reasonably 
exi)ecled  to  he  llni>  the  one  hii;  town  in  the  conntv  at  <late  of  ]»lattin!j;.  One 
tithcr  clan-.e  of  tiiai  i;raiit  pnivided  that  the  Milwankie  road  should  make  a 
junction  with  the  Sioux  City  road  inside  of  O'Brien  county.  The  Sioux  City 
road  the  following  year  entered  O'Brien  county  at  Sheldon,  and  resulted  in 
the  Milwaukee  road  being  compelled  to  build  six  miles  north  of  town.  This 
new  plan  of  railroad  building  had  the  effect  of  putting  the  Milwaukee  road 
throtigh  the  north  tier  of  townships,  and  the  .N'orthwestern  railroad  throii£;ii 
the  .south  tier  (»f  toun>hii)s,  and  tinally  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  angling 
through  the  couiuy  and  through  Primghar.  saving  to  Primghar  a  railroad,  it 
is  true,  for  which  it  had  worked  and  fought  for  fifteen  years.  All  this,  how- 
ever, distributed  the  towns  and  divided  up  the  county  into  six  lesser  sized 
towns,  instead  of  |)crhaps  two  lar!.,'e  towns.  IViinsrhar  and  Sheldon,  had  the 
f)rit;inal  intent  of  ( 'oni;re-.-.  lieen  carried  oiu.  Ti  *  ijet  the  county  seat  into 
the  '"exact  '  center  was  still  another  thought  tixing  its  destiny,  this  e.xact  center 
being  in  fact  inside  its  corporate  limits. 

These  facts  left  Prim^ar  **tn  the  air,*'  as  it  were,  for  all  these  fifteen 
years,  both  on  county-seat  and  railrr>ad  expectations.  As  all  things  have 
their  causes,  this  in  larije  part  restilted  in  }ji\  ing  Prinit^har  the  luuisual  ex- 
perience of  having  engajjed  in  four  full  fledged  county-seat  lights.  No  other 
county  in  the  state  has  had  a  like  experience. 

This  long  wait  was  much  occupied  in  all  sorts  of  railroad  meetings  by 
the  people  generally,  reaching  out  to  the  Legislature,  Congress  and  to  East- 
ern cai  i  ts,  to  get  anyhiHly  interested  who  might  build  a  road.  All  sorts 
of  railfuad  schemes  and  Iniilding  scares  and  false  prospects  were  chased  u]). 
It  became  even  a  j<»ke  through  the  towns  and  the  county  that  whenever  any 
other  town  started  a  county-seat  agitation,  that  Primghar  always  had  a 
ready-made  railroad  project  or  series  of  public  meetings  to  head  it  off,  and 
much  money  was  uselessly  spent,  more  than  its  people  could  afford.  All 
these  ideas  and  contentions  were  handed  down  and  became  a  part  of  its 
numerous  contests  for  its  very  existence,  the  county  seat. 
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J.  L.  E.  Peck,  one  of  the  editors  of  this  history,  liv«d  in  Primghar  for 
ten  years  without  a  road  ami  passed  throu^li  tliese  situations.  It  did  not 
get  its  road  until  1887.  In  tlic  mcantinit-  the  otlicr  toun^,  •^iriirc  iti  ihtir 
roads,  outgrew  Primghar.  As  we  can  .see,  this  of  nccesMiy  Icii  I'runghar 
very  much  of  a  target,  which  target  idea  it  did  not  outgrow,  in  the  county- 
seat  omtentions*  for  many  years  after  it  in  fact  got  its  road.  Primghar  thus 
Ining  in  the  balances  for  this  full  fifteen  years,  or  even  more,  with  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  twi-nty-tive  iH-ople.  and  durinji  this 
fifteen  years  could  only  have  two  stores  and  other  items  in  proj), irtion.  with 
the  people  living  on  hoi>e  and  waiting  for  a  road  from  year  to  year.  This, 
however,  made  of  Primghar  vety  much  of  a  united  town  in  the  numerous 
contentions  she  passed  through.  Its  trade  was  small  because  its  peo|de  were 
few.  The  writer  hereof  once  wrote  sonic  scril>l)lings  or  items  to  a  neighbor- 
intj  pa]»er,  and  wrote  this  joke:  "Tliat  that  week  Primghar  had  a  man  and 
a  boy,  a  horse  and  a  dog  in  town,  all  trading  the  .same  day."  W  hile  it  was 
a  joke,  it  was  too  grimly  true. 

ITS  FIRST  CHARTER  FAMILIES. 

Inasmuch  as  Primghar's  families  could  then  Ik  numbered  by  les.s  than 
two  score,  we  will  give  the  charter  families  of  its  first  five  years.  1872-1877: 
John  R.  Pumphrey,  Beuren  Chry.sler,  Isaac  W.  Daggett.  Henrietta  Wheeler 

Acer.  Cai)t.  Robert  C.  TifTt.  R.  G.  Allen.  John  Hollibaugh.  Ed.  A.  Xissen, 
Mc Allen  (  ireen,  W  illiam  C  lark  (ireen.  (imri^e  W.  .*^chee.  Judge  A.  H.  W'illits. 
John  W .  Kelly.  Peg  Leg  Allen.  John  Richardson.  Dr.  11.  L.  W  est.  T.  J.  .\le.\- 
ander,  W.  W.  Barnes,  J.  G.  Chrysler,  A.  J.  Edwards.  Warren  Walker,  Charley 
Allen,  Stephen  Harris.  Rev.  C.  W.  Gifftfin,  James  Daniels.  Lemud  C.  Green. 
J.  L.  K.  Peck,  A.  J.  BrcK-k.  Harley  Day.  Ed.  C.  Brown.  Ed.  C.  Dean.  Dr. 
A.  C.  Smith,  Charles  Titus,  Mart  Shea. 

TOWN  PLJ\T. 

On  .\M\eniIicr  8.  187J.  William  ("lark  <  ireen  and  .Melvenah  S.  (ireen, 
his  wife.  ;iiid  lames  Roberts  dedicated  and  platted  the  original  town,  c-m- 
sisting  of  thirty  acres,  into  fourteen  bIcK-ks  and  one  outlot.  Its  then  only 
attorney,  Dewitt  C.  Hayes,  was  the  draftsman.  It  was  crudely  sur\'eyed. 
As  Benjamin  F.  McCormack  Informed  the  writer.  In  the  hurry,  winter  com- 
ing on,  buildings  wen-  in  process  of  construction  by  guess,  before  it  was 
measured  off;  that  he  actually  measured  it  off  with  an  ordinary  four-foot 
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lath;  that  he  started  out  at  the  center  government  stone  of  the  county,  thence 
west  twenty  rods  to  provule  for  the  ten  acres  not  owned  by  fhe  donors,  then 
north  the  eighty  rods.  But  at  this  point  he  ncplcctc<l  m  measure  back  east  to 
correct  up.  to  1)e  sun-  that  liis  line  was  strait'lit.  In  fact,  hv  «^nt  this  i>f>int 
twenty  feet  tfW)  far  wcsi.  This  k-n  a  wid:,'*  -hai)C(l  variation  ainonij  all  the 
blocks  in  town.  The  plat  itscil  w  as  platted  regular,  with  right  mcasuretuents, 
but  every  stake  in  town  was  wrong.  All  this  gave  much  contention  for  years 
as  to  lot  and  building  lines.  This  accounts  for  some  buildings  even  to  this 
day  being  out  in  the  street  sundry  feel.  At  one  time  a  livery  bam  near  the 
schof)!  comer  was  fourteen  feet  into  the  street,  heintf  hnilt  acomlinfr  to  Mc- 
Corniack's  measurement  in  fact,  then  in  the  prairie  grass.  These  contentions 
continued  imtil  1888.  when  the  whole  town  entered  into  an  agreed  petition 
in  an  actual  suit  in  equity  in  court,  entitled  E.  W.  Shuck  vs.  George  W.  Schee 
and  fifty  others,  the  district  court  appointed  a  s  irwN  or  from  Sioux  City,  and 
a  resiirvev  was  made  and  all  corners  located  with  stakes  and  stones  with 
charcoal  footings  at  all  the  points  where  the  recorded  plat  placed  them. 

PETITtON  TO  RELOCATE  AT  PRIMGHAR. 

The  petition  to  reliK-ato  tlie  county  seat  at  Priniyhar  was  circulated  and 
presented  to  the  board.  September  5,  1872,  by  Dewitt  C.  Hayes,  the  first 
attontty  in  Primghar.  and  whtdi  resulted  in  the  election  or  vote  on  same  being 
ordered  on  November  ii,  1S72. 

PUBLIC  WELFARI£  PROVIDED  FX>R. 

Messrs.  Green  and  Roberts,  in  their  dedication  deed,  generously  provided 
for  the  public  business,  the  future  of  the  schools  and  the  moralities,  by  donat- 
ing one  whole  block  of  two  acres  each,  resi>ectively.  block  12  to  O'Brien 
county  for  a  court  house,  block  13  for  a  public  school,  and  block  14  to  the 
Methodist  church.  Later  on,  in  the  year  1876.  this  church  block  was  ex- 
changed for  two  church  sites  for  the  church  proper  on  Mode  16  and  parson- 
age  on  block  17.  on  which  the  properties  of  that  church  now  stand. 

THE  PUBLIC  SQUARE  IN  PRIMGHAR. 

The  public  square  was  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  O'Brien 
county.  The  board  of  suf>er\  isors  in  1878  planted  this  plat  of  two  acres 
to  trees.   William  D.  Shick  did  the  planting  and  Emanuel  Khidig,  a  member 
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of  the  board,  cultivated  them  during  the  year.  This  grove,  now  thirty-six 
years  old,  fornix  tin  s])lcndid  i>ark  in  which  not  only  Primghar  takes  a  pride, 

but  a  like  i)ri(lr  is  kc\>i  up  thronc^hont  the  county,  ami  in  which  many  notable 
and  large  gatherings  of  nld  >oillcrs,  conventions  and  public  nicctmj;s  have 
been  held.  The  first  part  of  the  summer  ot  1878  was  excessi\  ely  dry,  and 
the  little  sprigs,  having  been  practically  planted  in  the  prairie  sod.  did  not  leaf 
out  imtil  the  rains  began  in  August.  The  two  court  hou^s  and  additions 
thereto  l)nilt  on  this  s(|uare  w  ill  l)e  noted  in  the  article  on  conrt  hM(i~(-,  In 
l8<)i  the  couinx.  tin-  town  <.i  rrirnj^liar,  Ceori^e  W.  Sclu-e  and  C.  S.  Cooper 
conibined  *)r  contributeti  in  hauling  down  the  dirt  irum  the  grading  ol  the 
hill  at  Mr.  Schee's  residence,  in  all  about  two  thousand  yards  of  earth,  cover- 
ing the  square  from  six  to  eighteen  inches  deep.  The  south  and  west  sides 
of  the  square  was  then  a  lx)ggy  and  muddy  slough,  w  hicli  made  this  neces- 
sary. Later  on,  from  time  t<>  time,  the  county  constrncte<l  a  line  cement  side- 
walk entirely  around  the  sijuare.  Still  later  on.  in  i<ji  1.  the  county  paid  its 
share  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  lor  the  construction 
of  the  sewerage  system  constructed  in  Primghar  that  year.  This  system  was 
constructed  in  its  pruportifxis  as  estimated  by  the  board  of  supervisors  and 
the  constructing  engineer  to  be  adequate  for  all  time  in  its  future  public 
buildings. 

HR.ST  BUILDINGS. 

In  the  fall  of  1872  buildings  were  rushe.  I  ui*  Clark  Green  built  the  first 
store  building  in  tlie  summer  of  1873.  and  immediately  installed  a  stock  of 
yoiKls.  in  fact  was  ■-ellini:  ltoikIs  in  it  before  completicju.  It  was  in  size  about 
forty- four  by  seventy.  Here  he  dished  out  firocerics  and  goods  to  the  old 
homesteaders  until  1879,  when  it  broke  him  up  and  he  made  an  assignment 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  This  building  was  on  the  site  of  the  Bell 
block.  In  187;^  Warren  Walker  built  a  larj^e  office  and  resi(l<  n  ■  thirty  Iiy 
sixty,  near  Nye's  siore,  Charles  I-'  Albright  erected  the  (irsi  hole!  on  the 
site  of  Keyn<ildsi)n  s  >lore  buildinj,'.  It  was  perhaps  forty  by  tift\  in  size. 
Payne's  store;  for  years  conducted  on  section  8.  in  Highland  township,  was 
moved  on  back  ])art  of  the  block  north  of  the  s(|uare,  and  occupied  as  a  court 
house  until  the  then  new  court  h<nisc-  w  as  built  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
s<inare  in  1874.  and  was  in  size  ali  nii  forty  feet  s(piare.  with  a  stairway 
rnmiinjj  up  on  outside.  hultje  .\  II.  \\  illits,  in  i^yj.  built  a  residence  on 
the  site  of  the  Xorthside  restaurant,  with  a  su'all  prhuing  olhce.  tt)  which 
he  moved  the  O'Brieit  Pioneer  and  at  once  commenced  publishing  that  paper. 
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He  had  conducted  it  at  Old  O'Brien  not  quite  a  year.  John  R.  Pumphrey  at 
once  built  a  small  bank  buildins;,  about  twenty  by  thirty  in  size,  with  a  com- 
mon iron  safe,  in  tlie  same,  on  tlu  present  Site  of  the  Hub  hotel.    Capt.  R.  C. 

Tifft  built  what  lie  called  the  Arctic  restaurant,  in  which  he  ran  l)<)tli  restau- 
rant and  sal(Min.  In  1X7,^  was  bnih  the  first  school  building,  in  size  alj(»ut 
thirty  by  .sixty,  two  .stories  in  lieighi,  with  two  njonis.  A  Utile  later,  in  1874, 
John  W.  Kelly  built  the  Kelly  hotel,  standii^  just  west  of  Pumphrey 's  bank, 
in  size  about  twenty-four  by  sixty.  Church  services  were  in  the  meantime, 
and  until  1879.  held  in  either  the  school  room  or  court  room.  Charles  Titus 
built  the  first  livery  on  the  site  of  the  |)resent  Southside  livery.  The  public 
ofticials  moved  to  town  and  each  built  hou.ses,  riiesc  cTmstituted  the  build- 
ings until  1878,  whcji  it  became  settled  that  the  town  would  not  get  the  .Mil- 
waukee road. 

EXODUS  OF  BUILDINGS. 

During  this  yrar.  iX^.S-jg,  tlure  were  about  or  dose  to  fifty  t>>  stncnly- 
fivc  buildings  nuivetl  to  the  town  of  Sanborn  and  in  1881  to  Sutherland  and 
Paullina  when  the  Northwestern  road  was  built.  Thus  Primgfaar  furnished 
many  of  the  first  buildings  to  those  three  towns.  It  was  "Blue  Monday"  for 

Prinighar.  The  sound  of  hammers  was  as  viijorous  in  destruction  and  re- 
moval as  if  in  construction.  It  indeed  contiiutol  in  tniccrtainty.  I'ut  the 
country  was  by  tbi.->  time  reviving,  land  was  advancing,  and  there  was  plenty 
of  business  for  those  actually  remaining  here,  and  everybody  prospered 
nevertheless. 

SOCIABILITIES  AND  AMUSEMENTS. 

Possibly  the  town  populatiini  at  this  period.  1S7S.  uninhcred  close  to 
three  himdred.  Never  was  there  a  better  lyceum  conducted  ui  any  tmvn  any- 
where, where  the  whole  citizenship  took  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  county 
problems  then  tn  agitation,  and  other  subjects,  than  were  held  during  those 

five  years.  !'.\ erylMHiy  was  everybody  else's  equal.  The  towu  citizenship 
conducted  the  play  ot  "I'ncle  Tom's  (.'a1»in"'  one  w  iiUer.  and  plaved  it  twice, 
at  which  it  had  large  delegations  froni  Sheldon,  and  with  the  proceeds  out- 
fitted a  band  costing  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Charles  H.  Allen,  attor- 
ney, was  a  skilled  bandmaster,  and  Primghar  ne\'^r  had  so  good  a  band  as 
in  those  years  of  its  jjioneer  tiuie.  Sociables,  advertised  as  ."hay  twisters" 
sociables,  were  held,  .\ftcr  the  clo>c  of  the  lyceum  ])ro])er,  and  the  preacher 
had  iKcn  invited  to  go  home,  the  seats  of  the  court  room  were  whirled  to  the 
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sides  of  the  room,  and  Mr.  Allen,  with  his  musicians,  rendered  music  for  an 
old-time  dance  until  twelve  (/clock.  Mrs.  Henrietta  W  Acer,  a  really  skilled 
j)ianist.  conducted  the  clmir  for  the  one  and  only  church,  and  a  church  orp^n 
was  purchased  in  iKjo.  ctisting  four  hundred  dollars  and  was  fully  paid  for. 
The  unc  help-out  for  Prinighar  was  ihe  item  that  goes  with  all  pioneer  com- 
munities, namely.  "Everybody  was  on  hand  at  early  candle  sticken,"  as  Pomp 
McCormack  used  to  announce  the  public  functions. 


But  with  all  this  discouragement  and  even  before  a  railroad  was  asstired 
and  despite  the  uncertainty,  IVimghar  brisked  up  with  new  buildiuL^s  and 

enough  people  to  make  up  the  lost  ones  moving  to  Sanborn.  One  .Mexandi  r 
Davidson,  a  Scotchman,  opened  up  a  hardware  store  east  of  Mr.  Sclitc  s 
oftice.  In  1886.  amid  all  tlie.se  situations,  \\  illiani  S.  Armstrong,  since  and 
still  identified  with  Primghar's  best,  came  on  from  Wisconsin  and  started  a 
cheese  factory,  and  erected  a  good-sized  building  east  of  Mr.  Schee's  office, 
which  he  conducted  for  some  years  with  success.  This  improvement  gave 
new  heart  to  the  peoi)le  and  held  the  stage,  a<  it  were,  until  the  railroad  was 
actually  built  in  1887.  \\  hile  in  this  exodus  John  K.  I'umphrey  closed  his 
bank,  which  he  .sold  ti>  Schec  &  Achorn.  composed  of  George  VV.  Schee  and 
Clinton  E.  Achom,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Slocum  &  Turner  in  1883  (composed 
of  George  R.  Slocum.  who  in  reality  founded  the  First  National  Bank,  and 
became  a  man  of  aflfairs  in  the  county,  and  Frank  A.  Turner,  clerk  of  the 
courts)     In  ;uid  before  the  road  was  built,  the  I'rimgh.ir  State  Bank 

was  started  in  liu-  present  office  of  Mr.  Schee.  by  a  strong  company  of  men, 
compo.<>cd  of  George  \V.  Schee.  presklent.  Fred  and  Frank  Frisbee  and  Dr. 
C.  Longshore,  of  Sheldon,  and  R.  Blankenberg.  now  ( 1913)  mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  first  large  burglar-prcx)f  vault  was  built  in  this  bank.  J.  L.  E. 
Peck  was  cashier  Tt  continued  for  v\'^ht  years.  .\s  will  be  seen  under  the 
title  of  churches,  tlie  first  church  huildint:  was  built  in  1880.  In  188^1  the 
present  and  then  new  court  house  was  built.  The  old  (ireen  store  was  ojiened 
up  and  continued  by  several  parties  in  turn,  Walter  Lorshbaugh,  Lew  Fair- 
banks. Mr.  Sdiee  and  others.  A  new  fence  was  built  around  the  public 
square  to  protect  the  now  growing  \mrk  grove.  As  will  also  be  seen  under 
eliitrchcs.  the  Congregational  church  first  organized  if'^elf  in  the  court  house 
and  later  built  the  first  jiart  of  its  church.  Herl)  Thayer,  about  1886.  built 
the  present  (iriltin  building,  at  the  .southeast  corner  of  the  square,  and  started 
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hi>  hirul  and  abstract  office.  In  1886,  and  before  the  railroad  coming, 
"Pomp"  1".  M.  McCormack  hove  into  town  with  his  first  minilxT  of  the 
O'Brien  County  Bell.  All  this  created  a  real  revival.  \Vhisi>erings  of  the 
possible  Illinois  Central  Railroad  began  to  be  heard.  By  many  it  was  con- 
sidered too  good  to  be  true,  and  laughed  out  of  court  as  part  of  the  same  old 
railroad  scares. 

UO,  THE  RAILKOAO. 

These  railroad  whisperings  continued  in  the  <lawn,  but  this  time  to  rise 
like  a  halo  of  glory  to  its  long-waiting  citizens.  The  definite  order  or  invita- 
tion came  at  last  in  about  .^priI,  1887,  from  Superintendent  GiUeas,  and  one 

of  tht'  main  (tfficials  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  to  meet  them  at  Chero- 
kee, nainin;^  a  specific  thiy  an<l  hour.  While  its  citizens  were  readv  ti>  tjo  to 
\\  ashington,  or  Texas,  tor  a  reality,  yet  they  went  tlown  much  like  doubting 
Thomases.  Ten  of  us  went  down.  They  dealt  with  us  from  a  cold-blooded 
standpoint.  They  laid  down  the  one  and  only  proposition  that  was  made. 
Prinifjhar  gently  tried  for  some  little  leeways,  but  the  hard  fate  to  be  met  was 
beff>re  us.  The  railroad  must  I)e  had  even  on  hard  terms.  It  was  none  other 
than  that  its  ten  citizens  present  shimld  si'i;n  a  written  p;uaranty  already  pre- 
pared, to  furnish  and  hand  over  warranty  deeds,  with  good  title  and  clear  of 
encumbrance,  to  the  right  of  way  for  twenty-two  miles,  and  thirteen  acres 
for  depot  grounds  at  Prin^ar.  There  was  no  choice.  The  instrument  was 
executed  and  signed  l)\  the  following  ten  citizens  of  Primghar:  George  W. 
.  Schee.  George  R.  Slocnm.  Frank  .\.  Turner.  William  S.  .\rnistrong.  Frank 
X.  Derby.  Charles  TI  Winterble.  Charles  l".  Albright,  E.  W.  Shuck.  J.  L.  E. 
Peck  and  F.  M.  McCormack.  This  was  signed  up  without  the  least  idea  of 
what  It  might  cost,  though  sundry  guesses  were  made  It,  in  fact,  cost  sotne- 
thing  over  ten  thousand  dollars.  Every  man  in  town  was  as.sessed.  He  did 
not  only  subscribe,  but  was  assessed,  as  the  amount  had  to  be  raised.  Every 
man  did  his  part.  Sundry  of  its  citizens  spent  the  lie-st  part  of  the  summer 
at  the  work.  This  twenty-two  miles  extended  from  Archer  to  the  Cherokee 
line. 

ACTUAL  BITILDING  OF  THE  ROAD. 

The  work  of  the  surveys  and  building  commenced  forthwith  and  with 
dispatch.  The  roa*!  took  possession  of  i>arts  of  the  right  of  way  before  the 
town  had  made  contracts  for  same.  The  whole  road  was  finished  during  the 
summer.   Primghar  citizens  were  given  the  choice  to  have  its  depot  east  of 
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Reynoldson's  store,  or  where  it  k.  In  a  public  street  meeting  with  Superin- 
tendent (lillcas.  the  1. K-atiuii  was  (lioitlcil.  'I'lu'  <Icp<ii  grounds  and  right  of 
\va\  w  lien  it  is  could  be  purchased  cheaper.  I^ter  desires  would  have  said 
at  the  other  point. 


It  was  on  Sunday.  XovenilKT  i.  the  i,'rcatcst  event,  vital  in  its 

results,  that  ever  occurred  in  I'rimgliar.  The  construction  train  that  laid  the 
actual  iron  rails  as  it  moved,  arrived.  The  whole  citizetiship  of  Prhnghar 
broke  the  Sabbath  day  in  righteous  celebration  and  were  all  present  It  was 
a  sight  within  itself  to  see  a  large  gang  of  husky  men  handle  and  lay  those 
heavy  rails,  hiil  to  Priinghar  it  was  the  looking  of  Moses  itito  the  ])romise(l 
land.  "lV>ni|)"'  .McC'ormack  mounted  tlie  irunt  of  the  engine  a  mile  below 
town,  with  a  riag,  the  Stars  and  Slrijx's  wa\  ing.  and  he  shouting  and  yelling 
at  the  top  of  his  voice.  Primghar  was  at  last  on  the  map  as  a  railroad  town. 
Trains  at  once  followed  atid  the  depot  was  built. 


A  new  town  jumped  into  existence.  Xew  buildings,  new  people,  every- 
thing moved.  The  new  buildings  were  still  fraine.  however.  Too  many 
stores  were  at  first  "Started.  In  the  hustle  the  true  tneasure  could  not  U-  taken 
on  all  lines.  This  caused  some  break-ups  a  year  later.  Tin-  ( )l)er  hotel, 
called  the  Commercial  house,  was  built  in  1893,  south  ol  tiie  sax  ingM  bank. 
Reynoldson  &  Metcalf,  composed  of  Joseph  Reynoldson  and  Joseph  Met- 
calf,  arrived  in  1887  and  built  a  frame  hardware  store  on  the  site  of  Met- 
cairs  brick  block,  built  later  in  Mr.  Ostrander  and  Reader  &  Eding- 

ton,  eofupD-cd  ni  Rice  Reader  an<l  Ira  F.dington.  each  erected  buildings  and 
put  in  a  general  store  on  the  south  side.  Henry  L.  W  illiams,  the  same  year, 
1888,  built  his  large  line  of  department  store  building<i,  covering  all  classes 
of  goods.  W.  A.'  Rosecrans  and  Giarles  Lockyer  built  and  opened  up  a  fur- 
niture and  undertaking  store.  W.  J.  Sentnions  also  put  in  a  large  store  build- 
ing and  oijened  up.  Thus  far  these  buildings  were  all  frame. 


The  first  brick  building  w.as  the  present  postolVue  huildinu.  now  owned 
by  Gust  Strandljerg.  and  erected  in  1889  by  J.  L.  E.  Peck  and  C.  S.  Cooper 
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TUftEB  nilBS  RURN  TWENTY-ONE  BUILDINGS. 

The  first  fire  in  ihe  business  sectif»n  of  the  town  occurred  in  1900  and 
burticd  tlic  old  hank  hntlding  of  John  R.  I'uniphny  aucl  thi-  Kcllv  lioiel  build- 
ing, rhc  second  fire,  in  1901,  burned  the  Conunercial  hotel  and  some  lesser 
property.  The  third  fire  occurred  in  1902.  The  fire  caught  in  the  then  post- 
office  building  on  the  South  side,  and  practically  burned  down  as  far  as  Met- 
calfs  store.  The  three  fires  destroyed  twenty-one  bm'ldings.  The  city  coun- 
cil tlun  pa^^erl  an  ordinance  tn  the  effect  that  no  further  frame,  and  none 
but  brick,  buildings  should  be  erected  on  the  square. 

mUMGHAK  IS  INCORPORATED. 

Dated  December  S.  1S87.  I'rank  A.  Turner  and  forty-nine  other>  cir- 
culated a  i)etition  directed  to  the  district  court  praying  for  an  order  of  court 
to  incorporate  the  town,  to  indude  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
the  three  townships  of  Summit.  Center  and  Dale.  This  petition  was  filed 
December  30,  1887.  At  the  January  term  for  1888  the  order  was  made. 
This  term  was  presided  over  l)y  Hon.  Scott  M.  Ljidd.  then  district  judge, 
now  one  uf  tlie  judges  i,f  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa.  On  January  iSSB. 
the  court  appointed  William  S.  .Armstrong,  David  Algyer,  George  W.  Doyle, 
E.  W.  Shuck  and  W.  A.  Rosecrans  as  commissioners  to  call  an  election  of 
the  voters  to  determine  whether  it  should  or  should  not  be  incorporated. 
Notice  was  published  and  an  election  held  on  February  14,  1888.  The  vote 
stood  fifty-seven  for  incorporation  and  for^-seven  against.  Thereafter  the 
town  became  a  niuniciiiality. 

PtItST  ELECTION  OF  OFTICERS. 

At  thr  m\l  rcjiular  flection,  lu-ld  on  the  last  .Nhnulay  in  March.  1S8S. 
the  following  men  were  elected  as  its  first  mayor  and  council;  .Mayor, 
Charles  F.  Albright:  coundlmen,  E.  W.  Shuck.  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  George  R. 
Slocum,  George  W.  Doyle,  E.  L.  Ballou  and  W.  .\.  Rosecram :  recorder,  J. 
Smith. 

THE  PRESENT   (1913)  ADMINISTRATION. 

Mayor  William  H.  Downing :  councilmen.  William  Briggs.  M.  S.  Met- 
calf,  R.  Hinman,  B.  Bertelson  and  C.  W.  Smith ;  Earl  Rosecrans,  recorder. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  mayors  of  Primghar.  the  several  officials 
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commcnciiif:;^  their  terms  in  March  of  the  years  named:  Charles  Alhright, 
1888;  I>ank  A.  Turner.  1890;  W  ilham  H.  Xoyes.  :  S.  A.  Carter.  1892; 
F.  C.  Whitehouse,  1893;  J.  L.  E.  Peck.  i8y(>;  George  R.  Whinner,  1898; 
W.  S.  Armstrong,  1900;  Peter  R.  Bailey,  1902;  W.  W.  Artherholt.  1904; 
Thomas  J.  Trulock,  1910:  W.  H.  Downing,  1912. 

The  '•nndry  iuni^  -.ilating  to  court  houses  and  cuimty  affairs  and  the 
erection  of  the  Hub  hotel  taking  place  in  Primghar  will  be  found  under  other 
heads. 

GRIST  MILL  IN  PRIMOIIAR. 

Probably  but  feu  i^eople  now  in  Primghar  ever  knew  that  the  town 
once  had  a  rej^ular  old-ia.-liioued  grist  mill,  to  whicb  jjeople  broujEfht  their 
grists  of  wheat  and  otiier  grain  to  be  ground  on  a  niu'-tenth  toll.  It  was 
built  about  1875  and  removed  to  O.sccola  county  in  1878.  it  was  owned 
and  built  by  Giristian  F.  Knieger,  then  a  farmer  both  in  Summit -township 
and  in  Osceola  county.  It  stood  on  the  location  of  the  present  residence  of 
Isaac  L.  Rerick,  cast  of  the  Methodist  church. 

EPIDEMIC  01-  Ull'HTHERIA. 

This  qiidemic  occurred  irn  -  tlie  winter  of  1879  and  1880.  Twenty- 
six  children  and  young  people  died.  The  fi>n<)wing  fann'lies  were  among 
those  who  suffered  from  this  dread  disease:  Daniel  \\  .  Inman.  two  daugh- 
ters; John  W.  Kelly  and  Harley  Day,  each  a  daughter;  James  E.  Daniels,  a 
son  and  daughter,  all  the  children  they  had;  William  Newell,  their  whole 
family  of  four  children;  Joshua  W.  Davis,  half  their  number  of  eig^t;  John 
Richardson,  a  son  and  daughter,  and  several  others  that  now  cannot  be  de- 
termined. 

A  HOSPITAL  IN  PRIMGHAR. 

Following  the  three  other  towns,  Sheldon,  Hartley  and  Calumet,  which 

towns  already  each  have  a  hospital,  Primghar  has  (this  1914)  a  hospital 
under  construction.  It  is  built  under  the  benefaction  and  donation  of  Ceorge 
Ward,  now  and  tor  some  years  one  of  its  chief  citizens  and  a  fonner  suc- 
cessful farmer  in  Center  township.  It  is  in  size  thirty-two  by  forty  feet,  built 
of  cement  blocks.  On  the  first  floor  will  be  found  a  reception  and  duiing 
room  and  kitchen.  It  will  l>e  two  >tnries  in  height,  exclusive  of  basement 
for  laundry  and  modern  needs.  It  will  Ix-  efinipjied  with  an  oi>erating  and 
Sterilizing  room,  with  five  patients'  rooms,  each  large  enough  fur  two  beds 
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when  necessary.  It  is  donated  to  the  town,  but  v.  ith  the  idea  on  Mr.  W  ard's 
part  that,  being  centrally  located,  it  will  be  county  wide  lor  the  beneht  of  all 
its  people,  all  of  whom  he  urges  to  co-operate.  Enthusiastic  public  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Primghar,  assuring  this  co^jperation.  It  is  Mr.  Ward's 
idea  that  when  once  built  it  will  be  self-sustaining. 

This  history  has  carried  the  coimtv  up  thmiij^h  the  pioneer  peritnl,  then 
through  the  growing  and  building  years,  and  now  as  the  larger  successes  of 
life  are  maturing,  the  county  is  (massing  up  int«>  the  generous  and  philan- 
thropic, whre  the  human  hearts  are  thus  able  to  play  those  better  parts,  in  the 
language  of  the  Great  Physician,  to  "heal  the  sick." 

PRIMCUAK  SCHOOLS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

On  November  8,  1872,  \V.  C.  Green  and  James  Roberts  dedicated  as 

part  of  the  town  a  two-acre  block  for  school  purposes.  Primghar  has  had 
three  school  buildings.  The  first  building  was  about  twenty-six  by  forty 
feet  in  size,  was  two  stories  high  and  built  in  1H73  I)y  S.  V..  .Stewart,  of 
Sheldon,  at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  dollars.  It  contained  two  hchi>ol  rooms, 
one  above  and  one  below.  This  building  was  used  for  school,  church,  con- 
ventions, dances,  lyceums  and  public  gatherings.  It  was  sold  in  1887,  when 
the  new  building  was  built,  to  S.  T.  Hill  for  two  hundred  dollars  and  moved 
to  .Alton,  Iowa. 

Up  to  February  21,  uSSj,  the  Primghar  schools  were  part  of  the  Sum- 
mit township  school  districts.  .\t  that  time  the  independent  school  district 
of  Primghar  was  organized.  On  May  31,  1890,  a  contract  was  let  to  H.  E. 
Reeves  for  a  school  building  forty-five  by  sixty  feet  in  size,  containing  four 
school  r<K.)ms  and  superintendent's  office,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  On  May  1(1.  \H<)(\  a  further  contract  was  let  to  I'.  Miller  to 
build  an  addition  to  this  then  building  of  the  .same  size,  forty-five  by  si.xty 
feet,  thus  making  the  whole  structure  sbcty  by  ninety  feet  in  size,  and  in  all 
containing  eight  school  rooms,  with  library  room  used  as  a  recitation  room, 
and  superintendent's  office,  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
A  hot  air  heating  plant  was  installed,  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  one  htmdred 
dollars. 

BRICK  SCHOOL  BUH.niNG. 

Primghar  was  without  a  railroad  for  fifteen  years,  from  1872  to  1887. 
This  of  neoessitv  postponed  the  liuildiii.^  of  its  final  modern  brick  a  corre- 
sponding time  and  until  1912.    On  I  cbruary  5,  iyi2,  action  was  taken  on 
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petition  of  citizens.    This  was  followed  hy  tlic  Icttiiii,'  of  a  lontrnct  May  27. 

la  Iiusma  &  Geiger.  contractors  of  Sluklmi.  for  ilic  main  building  for 
twenty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  the  heating  contract  to  the 
Mathey  Phimbing  Company,  of  LeMar;:.  to  put  in  a  steam  plant  at  a  cost  of 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The' building  cost  thirty-one 
thousand  dollars  when  complctal. 

Ik'fore  tlie  ridopi i< .11  of  any  plans  tlic  Imard  of  directors  sent  J.  L.  F. 
J'eck.  president  ui  the  Ixjard.  W.  W.  licach,  the  architect  eniployetl,  and 
Prof.  J.  J.  Uilliiigsly,  count}'  superintendent  of  schools,  to  visit  and  inspect 
other  school  buildings  at  some  live  towns,  to  enable  them  to  make  use  of  their 
experience  in  the  adoption  of  desirable  features  and  to  cull  out  the  undesir- 
able. 

The  liiiildin^'  is  c<instrncted  of  \  itrified  pressed  hrick  from  the  S.iri,'ent"s 
BlufYs  yards,  and  is  seventy  feet  I)y  one  hnndred  in  size,  with  tile  brick  for 
backing.  It^  basement  is  practically  alxne  ground,  the  whole  window  being 
above  ground*  being  practically  a  three-story  building.  The  basement  con- 
tains a  well  e<|nipped  and  fini^lu-d  ijyninasinni  for  athletics,  a  janitor's  olTioe, 
a  mannal  irainini,'  room  for  the  imys  and  <!oiii(  <iir  science  rcHun  for  the  twirls 
The  as>cmbl\  room  will  >eat  one  hundred  and  tweiitv.  It  has  five  j^rade 
rtK>ms  on  tlie  tir>t  story,  and  assembly  riMim.  four  recitation  and  two  grade 
rooms,  and  superintendent's  office  and  lady  teacher's  office  and  library  room 
upstairs.  Its  chimney^  coal  room  and  furnace  room  are  all  outside  the  build- 
ing, to  mitnnii/e  fire  danger-  It  is  built  tn  sizes,  proportions  ami  fruilities 
about  oiu'-fonrth  lar}.;er  than  present  needs,  with  the  idea  of  iie\ ilopnient 
and  j[,'rowth.  The  city  employs  eleven  teachers,  including  the  superintendent. 
Its  annual  expense  in  administration  is  ten  thousand  dollars.  I-'ive  of 
Primghar's  school  superintendents  were  later  county  superintendents  of  this 
county.  Its  superintendents  since  1872  have  been:  Harley  Day.  Stephen 
I  I  n  11  Frank  C.  Wheaton.  II.  O.  Smith.  G.  F.  Pooler.  C.  H.  Crawford. 
.Mix^  I'.elle  Cowan.  J.  J.  Rillingsly.  \L  J.  English.  R.  B.  Daniels.  H.  A.  Mit- 
chell. W .  T.  Demar,  M.  R.  Wood.  E.  E.  Richards. 

• 

BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

The  present  board  of  eduaition  and  who  conducted  the  erection  of  the 
new  sch«xjl  building  were:  J.  I..  l£.  Peck,  president;  Lester  T.  Aldinger,  C. 
N.  Williams,  J.  G.  Geister.  William  H.  Ortman,  members  of  board :  William 
H.  Downing,  secretary;  William  Briggs.  treasurer;  Prof.  E.  E.  Richards, 
superintendent  of  schools. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


o'bRIEN  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES.  IOWA. 


WATER  SYSTEM. 

i'riinj,'liar  lias  one  i>t  the  very  lu-st  c!t\  water  sy^tenis.  It  is  ])uiii]k'(1 
iruin  Dry  Run  and  has  a  tine  filter  l>eil.  in  which  the  wells  are  >nnk.  The 
water  is  pure  and  at  all  times  is  an  cnj<»yable  drink.  It  is  first  [)unipcd  into 
a  large  cement  reservoir,  forty-six  feet  square,  and  then  forced  through  the 
mains  by  air  pressure.    Its  fine  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in  Kji  i 

Sundry  i>ther  suhjetTs  relritiiiij  tn  Prini-^iiar.  as,  fitr  instance,  its  Iiaiik-. 
the  court  hmise.  j.iil,  county  scat,  i)ublic  square  and  other  items,  will  appear 
under  other  heads. 

POSTMASTERS. 

The  lullow'in};  person*;  have  served  as  postmasters  <>i  I'rimj^har.  he- 
ginninj^  with  the  year  named:  \\  .  I- .  dreen,  1873:  A.  11.  \\  iUitts,  i,X-r»: 
Dr.  John  .\1.  Long.  188.2;  W.  J.  U)rshhaugh,  1885:  Lew  Fairbanks.  i88<): 
George  J.  Clark,  1888:  \V.  J.  Semmons.  1896:  Jacob  H.  Wolf.  1900:  Fred 
B.  Wolf,  1908:  W.  W.  Artherholt.  19". 

BLSl.NESS  JNTEKESTS  Of  I'RIMliH.^R  IN  lylj- 

It  may  be  interesting  in  after  years  to  note  in  whose  hands  the  business 
of  l^rimghar  was  at  the  date  of  compiling  this  history,  hence  the  subjoined 
will  be  t,n  ven : 

.\tiorneys — O.  H.  Montzheinier,  J.  L.  E.  i'eck.  \V.  H.  Downing.  R.  J. 
Locke  and  W.  W.  Artherholt. 

.\uto  garages — Primghar  .\nto  Company.  Ed.  Hastings. 
Banks — First  National  Bank.  Primghar  Savings  Bank. 

niacksmith  sho])s — Kd.  Hastings.  I'.nuHt  Johnson. 
HarlxT  •<hop< — M.  li.  Kooney.  Charles  I'arran. 

Clothing  and  s;eneral  stores — Williams  Brothers.  Mast  Siemon  &  Com- 
pany. Rosecrans  &  Clements.  J.  A.  King. 
Cement  workers— J.  H.  Wadsworth. 

Drug  stores — Emil  Olander,  Primghar  Drug  Company  (Williams 

Brothers). 

Dray  lines— \\  .  j,  W  arner.  Cieorge  Xeath,  John  Bloom,  \V.  S.  Court- 
right.  Harry  l->celund,  Ernest  Hrcyfogle. 
Dentist— Dr.  C.  E.  Summy. 
Department  stores— Williams  Brothers. 
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Elevators  (.grain) — Farmers'  Mutual  Co-operative  Company,  D.  C 
Peck. 

Furniture  stores — ^Joseph  Reynoldson,  Joseph  Metcalf,  Williams  Broth- 
era. 

Feed  barns — F.  P.  Baker. 

Grocers — Williams  Brothers,  Rosecrans  &  Qements,  J.  A.  King,  Mast 
&  Sienion. 

Hardware — ^Joseph  Reynoldsun,  Joseph  Metcalf,  J.  S.  Xye. 
Harness  shops — D.  R.  Girmichad,  J.  A.  Carmichael. 
Hotels — Hub  H<Jtel  (Primghar  Hotel  Companyi  George  Hides,  mana- 
ger). Primj^har  Hotel  (Lydia  A.  Manden'ille.  manager). 

Jniplement  dealers —Juseph  Reynoldson,  Jiisepli  Metcalf. 

Jewelers — Einil  Ulander,  Primghar  Drug  Company. 

Lumber — ^A.  J.  Wamtjes,  Thomas  Patton  (estate). 

Livery — ^F.  P.  Baker. 

Meat  market  —Williams  Brothers. 

.Millinery  -  l  ln iiii])s<)ii  &■  'riioii)])S()n,  Mrs.  Martha  Squire. 

Moving  picture  sliows— J.  A.  Klink. 

.Newspapers — O'Brien  County  Bell  (,J.  H.  Wolf,  editor),  O'Brien  Coun- 
ty Democrat  (Frank  A.  Vaughn,  editor;  later,  1914,  Ira  Borland). 
Opera  house — Williams  Opera  House  (Williams  Brothers). 

I Miotographs — ]<  <hn  Bnsscrt. 

Physicians — Dr.  H.  C.  Rogers,  .\very  &  Avery  (Dr.  Milo  Avery  and 
Dr.  Roy  Avery). 

Restaurants — Frank  Mackrill,  Lvdia  A.  Manderville. 

Stock  dealers — Martin  &  Son  (William  H.  Martin  and  Jabez  Martin) 
and  Fred  G.  Maronda. 

Tailors — Carl  Strandbcrfj. 

Veterinary  stir<je'»ns—  Dr.  William  AnderMm. 

Telephone  exchange — Prinigiiar  1  elephone  Company  (  D.  C.  Peck,  man- 
ager). 

Pool  hall— R.  6.  Culberson. 

Abstracters  of  titles— Henry  Rerick  &  Son  (Henry  Rerick  and  Kenneth 

Rerick),  i-Vaiik  I..  Herrick  &  ("nnipany. 
Postmaster — \V.  W.  Artturhnlt. 

Cream  stations — Georj^c  J.  North.  \\  illiams  Brothers. 

Variety  store — M.  L.  Bryant. 

.Auctioneer — ^W.  S.  .Armstrong. 

Real  estate  dealers— W.  J.  Bennett.  Walter  L.  Briggs. 
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CENTER  TOWNSHIP. 

This  township  corners  at  the  southwest  w  itfi  llighlaiul,  Dale  and  Sum- 
mit townsfiip^,  witli  a  jcrtion  ut  the  town  of  I'rimghar  in  ii>.  borders..  It  was 
organized  as  lollows;  Uu  I  cbruary  20,  1871,  what  is  now  Center  and  Lin- 
coln were  detached  from  Waterman,  and  what  ts  now  Franklin  was  detached 
from  Liberty,  and  the  three  townships,  Center,  Lincoln  and  Frankltn,  called 
Center. 

Jt  had  a  pupuhitioii  in  i'>o5  of  si.\  liun<!rf(l  ami  t  w  i-nty-two.  exclusive 
of  thosi'  residing  in  I'rMn^lKl^.  (Jf  its  farly  sculenu-iu  it  muy  lie  -aid  that 
Ji.>lni  Kane  and  his  lanuly  settled  in  this  township  in  1871.  Jolui  and  his  son 
Albert  filed  on  eighty  each,  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  34.  A 
daughter,  Olive,  married  C.  H.  Mtirry.  John  celebrated  his  golden  weddii^ 
in  Primghar  in  1895.  Albert  engaged  in  trade  at  Primyhar. 

One  of  the  pioneers  of  this  cottnty  was  a  settler  in  t'enter  township. 
W'e  refer  to  Claudius  TilTt,  later  of  Sanborn,  but  who  kicated  m  section  2. 
His  brother  Robert  preceded  him  to  this  township.  He  filed  on  his  land  and 
returned  to  St.  Paul,  from  which  city  he  came,  and  brought  his  family  on  in 
the  spiring  of  1872.  When  Sanborn  started  he  went  to  that  town  to  reside. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  both  the  Mexican  war  of  1846  and  the  civil  struggle  of 
1861-65. 

Another  early  settler  in  Center  township  was  D.  C.  Chapman,  who  lo- 
cated on  a  part  of  section  32,  but  later  moved  to  Primghar.  Daniel  Bysom, 
of  section  30,  was  also  a  pioneer  here.  He  was  many  years  a  prominent  citi-> 

zen  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  still  lives  here. 

Other  early  comers  were  Ira  Pmat,  section  6:  Minor  Rlossnm,  section  S: 
William  11.  Unnvn.  section  X:  A.  L.  (  reamer,  of  .section  jo:  S.  R.  Charlton, 
section  4;  J.  i*.  Blootl.  section  u:  Joel  IJre.see.  .section  2b:  S.  C.  Coleman, 
section  6;  Charies  Chandler,  section  32:  David  Culbertson,  section  34;  John 
and  Francis  Duffy,  section  22:  R.  M.  DeWitt,  section  30:  Oliver  E\-ans,  of 
section  2.\.  came  in  ifWK).  John  f-'vans,  of  section  2^.  came  in  early:  William 
Flood,  of  section  I'eter  l-ariev,  of  section  j_> ;  J.  R.  11.  (iihlK.  section  4; 
Daniel  Ciriftith,  section  <S;  H.  .\.  ( iardner,  section  I'l;  I).  M.  ( lano,  of  section 
2;  Samuel  Alexander  and  Heman  Gibbs.  >ection  34:  .Mark  llannon.  section 
10;  J.  E.  Halliday,  section  26;  J.  M.  Hicks,  on  same  section;  D.  Ingraham, 
early  on  section  12:  Robert  Jones,  of  section  24:  Abe  Keepher.  section  6; 
Charles  Moore,  section  6:  John  Murrav,  section  22;  J.  J.  Miller,  section  26; 
(27) 
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A.  McClaren,  section  ^^o;  J.  H.  Morton,  section  32;  Fa1>iaii  Matott,  section 
10:  I.  M.  Rover,  section  jo;  \\  illi;im  Robinson,  section  32.  David  Palcn 
hcttlcil  un  section  12  al  a  very  early  ciaie. 

Others  who  were  early  in  the  township  were  Ezra,  Charles  and  Erastus 
Smith,  of  section  18.  Robert  Sanford  located  on  the  same  section  early.  He 
was  accidentally  killed  at  Primghar  in  1895  by  a  fall.  Jc3m  Weist  settled  on 
section  26;  Byron  W'oostcr  on  section  22;  Calx  in  Waggoner  on  section  34, 
and  Henry  D.  Year  on  section  26.  Tai<ing  the  advice  oi  Horace  (ireeley  to 
"go  west  and  grow  up  with  the  country,"  E.  C.  l-'oskett,  in  1870,  landed  in 
O'Brien  county  from  Connecticut;  he  pre-enipted  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  20  in  Center  township,  and  later,  after  proving  up,  took  a  homestead 
claim  in  section  \2.  There  he  reared  his  family  and  became  widely  known 
as  a  good  citi/cn. 

About  tile  same  date — 1870 — came  in  J.  H.  Obcr,  Hugh  Scott,  E.  Scott 
and  Thomas  Scott,  on  section  28.  C.  J.  Clark  settled  on  the  southwest  quar- 
ter of  section  20,  in  1870.  He  came  from  Linn  county,  this  state,  but  orig- 
inally from  Ohio.    He  remove*!  to  Midford.  Oregon,  in  1889. 

In  1884  Henry  I).  N  ear,  l"re<l  and  Michael  Slucck.  Julius  rrriinark  and 
a  few  more  huilt  St  I.inanuci's  Lutheran  (iermau  church  in  Center  town- 
ship, on  scctiirti  2»i.  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars.  Two  acres  of  land 
were  donated  by  Mr.  Year  and  one  acre  by  Mr.  Stueck  for  church  and  ceme- 
tery uses. 

Center  township  has  no  towns  or  hamlets  within  its  borders,  except 
the  part  of  Primghar  that  is  located  in  the  southwest  comer. 

OMEGA  TOWNSHIP. 

( )n  June  f>.  iSXi,  A.  1*.  Powers  and  eleven  others  |)resented  a  petition 
t<i  have  what  is  n<tw  Omega  set  apart  from  Grant.  They  presented  the 
name  of  Petertmrough.  The  board  said  it  was  too  long  fen*  a  name,  and  that 
it  would  take  too  much  ink  to  write  it,  and  that  the  county  had  started  up 
on  a  basis  of  economy  and  the  petition  was  tuckul  away.  J.  E.  Peck, 
who  was  then  county  auditor  and  clerk  of  the  l»oard.  suggested  that  as  it 
was  the  last  township  they  had  better  call  it  Omega,  the  last  letter  of  the 
Greek  alphal)et.  The  |)etition  was  at  once  pulled  out  and.  on  motion  of  J.  11. 
Wolf,  then  a  member  of  the  board,  this  O'Brien  coimty*s  youngest  town- 
ship was  christene<l  Omega  and  the  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of 
A.  1'.  powers  on  section  32 

Being  settled  at  a  time  when  its  territory  was  included  in  Center  town- 
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<hip.  nian\  of  its  "first  settler"  notes  ckcut  in  the  last  mentioned  town- 
ship. It  shmild.  himevcr.  he  stated  that  it  was  settled  hy  a  thrifty  st-t  of 
people  who  have  made  the  prairie  wilderness  "blossom  like  the  rose"  and 
today,  on  every  section,  are  well  tilled  farms  and  many  excellent  farm 
houses  and  artificial  groves  that  lend  enchantment  to  the  rural  scenes.  To 
be  a  possessor  of  a  farm  of  almost  any  size  in  this  goodly  township  is  but 
to  he  known  as  a  well-to-do  man.  The  p<ii)ulation  of  Onieie^a  township  in  1905 
was  rtve  hundred  and  tifty-seven.  This  was  exchisivc  ot  the  village  of 
Moneta,  which  had  at  that  date  a  |>opulation  of  tifty-nine.  but  has  double 
that  now.  Land  sells  at  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  acre. 


This  is  the  only  town  or  hamlet  in  the  township  and  was  platted  on 

sections  13  and  -'4.  township  96.  range  39.  on  May  10.  1901.  hy  C.  H. 
Tolhy.  The  first  house  on  the  plat  was  the  liiinhcr  office  of  (  '  H.  ("o!1»y. 
erected  in  1901,  in  which  there  was  also  kept  a  small  general  store  and  a 
boarding  hall,  by  F.  H.  Howard.  The  second  building  was  the  railroad 
depot.  The  first  general  merchandise  store,  proper,  was  that  of  F.  H. 
Howard;  the  first  hardware  was  put  in  hy  E.  F.  DodjE^e;  the  first  meat 
market  v\as  hy  F.  H.  Howard;  the  first  grain  dealers  was  the  firm  uf 
Haas  &  Kuwe, 

The  business  interests  of  today  are  in  ^  hands  of  the  following 
persons:  Bank,  The  Moneta  Savings:  bladcsmith.  John  Lunbach;  auto-ga- 

nitre.  ].>>\v<  Kiuve;  restaurant.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Moeller;  meat  market.  Lawrence 
Mcnsen:  hiinhir.  l-"loic  LiimiIrt  ("onipnny:  (U-jw)!  a^jent.  I.  1'..  ('nine:  strain 
ilealers.  I'anners  ICIevator  Company,  C".  H.  Bett>;  f^eneral  merciiandise. 
E.  T.  Dunlap,  Byers  Brothers;  pool  hall.  Louis  Ruwe;  hardware  imple- 
ments. Jepsen  Brothers;  cream  station.  Fairmont  Creamery  Company  and 
HanfOTd  Produce  Company. 


Moneta  was  legally  incorporate<l  in  1902.  with  A.  C.  Wede.  mayor. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Ruwe  and  the  present  mayor,  J.  W.  Jepsen. 
Tlie  ofliccrs  nf  km 3  are:  J.  \\  .  Jepsen.  mayor:  diaries  P>ur!et.  clerk- 
treasurer;  Louis  Ruwe.  marshal:  Henry  Jepsen.  L.  V.  .\nderson.  Henry 
Killmer  and  Martin  Martinsen.  councilmen. 
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The  postufficc  \va>  esialilishal  licrc  in  ujoi  ami  the  ixjstmastcrs  have 
been  I"".  H.  Howard.  Hugt)  Ricssen,  Frank  Hemmingway,  P.  F.  Ricssen 
and  J.  VV.  Jepsen.  It  is  a  fourth  class  office  and  has  one  rural  delivery  of 
twenty-four  miles  Icus^th. 

The  tri\v!i  has  had  si\i-ral  tires,  incliidiiiif  that  nf  March  X.  kjio. 
when  {hv  hnulKT  vard.  a  j^cneral  stt»re  iK-loiiging  to  1'.  A.  Kiessen.  the  bank, 
a  rtsiauraiu  and  other  l)niUbng.s  were  consumed  by  the  flames.  This  por- 
tion of  the  town  was  all  soon  rebuilt.  In  iQtt  the  grain  elevator  was 
burned  and  in  1913  an  oil  him>c'  of  Ed.  Duiilai)"->  was  humed. 

The  Metlnnlist  I'-jMscopal  ehnrih  is  tlie  (>nl\  mic  in  (■•wn:  it  was  erect- 
ed in  1903  at  a  cost  of  atxmt  two  thousand  Hve  hundred  dollars. 

B.\KER  TOWNSHIP. 

liaker  li)\Mi-,hi]>  wa>  nrLjaiiizetl  as  follows;  ()n  April  1.  li>jj.  what  is 
now  liakcr  and  Caletlonia  were  set  apart  from  l.il>erty  and  called  Suiter. 
The  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  George  Sutter  on  section  I4« 
in  the  township  of  what  is  now  Baker.  On  October  4,  1873,  a  petition 
was  filed  l)efore  the  board  of  supervisors  to  have  this  name  of  Sutter  chanfjc<I 
to  l\ldorado.  It  was  jjas^cd  over,  first  to  tlie  jaiiuars  iiH-etiiii;  for 
and  then  to  the  .\pril  meeting  tor  1874.  An  eleelion  m  the  i<jwnship  was 
called  to  determine  the  question  in  the  meantime,  which  election  deter- 
mined that  it  should  be  called  Baker,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the 
board.  Ajiril  6,  1874.  The  township  was  named  for  General  N.  B.  Raker, 
who  about  this  same  year  was  taking  an  aetive  part  in  securing  and  ilis- 
tributing  the  relief  voted  b)  the  Legislature,  ami  contributed  by  relief  com- 
mittees, as  otherwise  stated. 

The  census  of  1910  gives  this  township  a  population  of  six  humlred 
and  thirty-five.  This  is  a  township  without  a  town  or  village  and  is  on  the 
west  line  of  the  county,  sccoiul  frotn  rlie  south  line  of  the  countx'.  It  was 
here  that  <  ieorge  Sutter  made  the  first  settlemeiu.  He  came  in  the  early 
spring  of  1870  and  built  quite  an  extensive  house  for  a  homestea<ler.  His 
son.  S.  G.  Sutter,  came  in  1869  and  securetl  the  claims  for  the  family. 
George  Sutter  had  several  grown-up  sons  who  became  residents  of  the 
coinUy  He  located  on  the  ^oiitluvcsf  cpiar'cr  of  section  14:  IX  Sutter,  on 
the  northeast  (|uarter  of  section  10.  an<i  Samuel,  on  the  northeast  of  sec- 
tion 2.  The  father  died  in  the  nineties:  S.  G.  remc»ved  to  Missouri  and 
Austin  to  Storm  I.ake. 

John  Wagner  made  the  next  settlement  in  the  township.    He  was 
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also  accuiiipanietl  hy  his  brijlhcr>.  George  and  Wesley  W  agncr.  They  came 
early  in  the  summer  of  1870  and  built  a  sod  house  on  the  center  of  section 
22,  so  that  it  would  stand  equally  on  each  quarter  section,  thus  enabling 

e.iih  to  hiild  down  his  claim.  Their  c<nisin,  named  Wilson,  had  the  fonrth 
•  juartiT  of  the  same  section.  John  Wagner  became  a  pruinincnt  man  in  this 
county. 

In  tht  summer  of  1871  came  in  Byron  and  James  Donovan,  brothers, 
from  Iowa  county.  Iowa,  where  the  Wagners  came  from.  Byron  located 
lamis  on  section  jo  and  James  on  the  southwest  f)f  section  12.  A.  J.  Dono- 
van, another  hroilu-r.  came  to  the  to\vnshi|)  in  iS7_'.  stttlinij  on  the  south- 
east (quarter  of  section  IJ.  Besides  having  a  residence  un  his  claim  he  also 
had  a  store.  This  general  store  was  known  all  over  the  western  part  of 
O'Brien  county  and  carried  on  a  thriving  trade  until  the  starting  of  Sheldon. 
Tlie  mi  th  r  of  tlie.se  boys  and  a  sister.  Lottie,  came  on  .won  and  took  each 
a  claim,  in  KaUer  township,  but  sold  them  without  making  final  proof 
and  removed  to  Sheldon. 

John  Wood  and  his  brother.  Koherl.  came  to  Baker  township  in  1871, 
John  settled  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  20.  while  Robert  locate<l  on 
the  south  half  of  the  same  section.  Robert  came  in  first,  in  June,  in  time 
to  do  some  breakin}.;.  John  arr'vcil  It:  X "vcmber  and  batched  with  the 
Watiner  boys,  at  their  -<«l  -liark.  until  he  built  his  own  claim  shanty.  Ik- 
was  an  early  justice  c»f  the  jteace  ami  a  good  all-aroutul  cili/en.  Later 
he  removed  to  Clayton  county.  Iowa.  Robert  also  sold  and  removed  to 
a  point  somewhere  in  eastern  Iowa. 

Among  other  pioneer  settlers  may  be  recalle«I  Levi  Allis.in.  who  re- 
moved to  T.yon  county.  Iowa  1).  W.  Wellman  located  on  the  northwest 
i|uarler  of  section  u.  in  the  spring  of  187J,  although  he  had  made  his 
selection  the  previous  autumn.  He  was  from  Madison  county,  this  state, 
and  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  the  Sheldon  lawyers 
had  many  tilts  before  his  court 

Lnoch  i'hilliy  came  in  from  Madison  county,  low.i.  in  1R70.  and  ]ocate<l 
on  the  northwest  (quarter  of  section  10,  in  Baker  townsiiip.  He  was  then 
a  single  man.  He  hauled  lumber  from  Marcus  and  first  built  the  usual 
claim  shack,  in  which  he  lived  until  Sheldon  was  started,  when  he  pur- 
chased lumlwr  from  H.  C.  Lane  and  erected  a  good  dwelling.  In  1800  he 
donated  land  on  the  northwest  tjuarter  <if  his  section  for  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  churcli.  which  buil<ling  was  erectetl  that  year.  Its  spires  stand.* 
as  a  monument  to  his  generosity  and  liking  for  religious  things. 
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On  June  8,  iiSSo.  dii  ]>etition  I'l  A  J.  (  arnian  and  eleven  others.  Dale 
township  was  set  apart  Innii  Highland  and  the  Hrst  eltTtion  held  in  the  scIuhjI 
house,  on  the  corner  ol  section  O.  an<l  .\.  J.  Carman,  Louis  Woodman  an«.l 
H.  A.  Cramer  made  organization  judges  of  the  election. 

In  the  census  reports,  puUtshed  in  1910,  Dale  township  was  given 
five  hundred  and  eiphty-seven  population.  This  is  one  of  the  central  sub- 
divisions of  the  cinmty.  A  portion  of  the  town  of  IVitnghar  is  situated 
in  the  northeast  part  of  its  territory.  Throughout  this  si.x-niile  square 
tract  of  fertile  land  one  today  sees  many  beautiful  farm  houses  and  ex- 
cellent general  improvements.  The  soil,  in  common  with  all  the  county,  is  the 
richest  in  all  the  ^^rc  at  Northwestern  country.  All  grains,  grasses  and  com 
grow  in  great  abundance,  and  crop  failures  are  seldom,  if  ever,  known. 
I^nds  here  range  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-rtve  to  one  himdred  and 
ninety  dollars  per  acre  and  are  steadily  increasing.  This  price  would  not 
obtain  unless  the  soil  could  be  annually  counted  upon  to  bring  in  wonder- 
ful yields,  which  it  does. 

The  niuncrous  schools  of  the  townshij)  have  heen  noted  in  the  chajUer  on 
education,  hence  need  not  here  he  re]K-ate<l.  The  settlement  here  was  made  In 
excellent  n>en  anil  women  who  have  rcarctl  splemlid  families  to  do  their 
family  name  honor.  To  be  a  land  owner  in  this  goodly  township,  in  this, 
the  thirteenth  year  of  the  twentieth  century,  is  indeed  to  be  an  independent 
American  citizen.  From  the  numerous  homesteaders  and  squatters  of  forty 
\ears  ago.  the  land  owners  are  today  well-to-do  farmers,  with  plenty  and 
to  spare. 


This  township  was  not  settled  to  any  extent  mitil  about  the  eighties, 
when  several  families  came  in.  including  U.  1'  I  josM^m  and  L.  Gooduian- 
son.  of  .Marshall  county.  Scvcrt  L.  Tow.  .\.  L.  T(»w.  ().  K.  Tow  and  H. 
Graden.  of  Benton  county,  with  J.  P.  Tjossem,  from  Ida  county,  and  they 
purchased  all  of  secttion  26,  in  Dale  township.  They  located  on  these 
lands  in  the  s])ring  of  1884.  and  at  once  b^an  improvements  after  a 
modern  style.  O.  1*.  Tjossc-ni,  having  all  confi«lcnce  in  the  country,  pnr- 
chascd  the  southwest  «|uarter  of  section  J4,  also.  S.  L.  Tow  also  added  to  his 
original  farm  by  purchasing  an  eight}-  in  section  35.  Hardin  county,  Iowa, 
was  represented  here  by  C.  Thompson,  who  bou^t  the  southeast  quarter 
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of  section  35,  in  the  autumn  of  1884,  oommencing  his  improvements  in 
the  spring  of  1885.  her  (;<«i(lmans<>n.  a  cousin  of  tlic  last  named,  pur- 
chased an  eiglity  in  the  .same  scctiiiu.  in  August  the  same  year. 

Another  settler  in  this  vicinity  was  Mr.  Crosbie.  of  Cellar  county, 
Iowa,  formerly  of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  His  land,  however,  was  situated 
in  Union  township,  on  section  24.  He  was  a  minister  in  the  Friends 
Society. 

Dale  township  was  largely  what  was  known  as  a  ileeded  township, 
which  meant  that  most  of  its  land  went  to  title  tlirect  tu  a  purchaser,  from  the 
United  States,  and  not  by  homestead.  There  were  but  few  early  home- 
steacb,  though  later  on  there  were  many  squatter  homesteads.  In  that 
chapter  those  items  will  appear.  In  Chapter  III.  on  "Where  the  People 
Came  From."  we  niatle  mention  of  the  Scottish  settlement  in  1881.  by 
Hector  Cowan.,  Sr.,  .\lexan«ler  Scott  and  other  Scotchmen.  His  son.  Hector 
Cowan.  Jr.,  was  for  many  years  a  large  section  farmer  in  this  township. 
William  P.  Davis,  in  1881,  opened  up  a  laige  farm  on  section  36  and  later 
became  a  banker  in  Sutherland  1  !io  three  families  of  John  M.  Thayer 
aivl  his  two  sons,  Hiram  (.".  and  Herbert  K.  Thayer,  were  anvmg  the 
earliest  settlers,  tiie  latter  becoming  a  land  agent  and  abstracter  oi  titles 
in  Primghar.  .Archibald  Sliearer.  father  of  Arthur  and  Douglass  Shearer, 
settled  on  section  4,  where  these  sons  still  reside  with  their  mother.  One 
daughter.  Miss  Ethel  Shearer,  is  the  present  primary  instructor  in  the  Prim- 
ghar schiMiIs  Miss  Sarah  is  in  Twin  Falls.  Lewis  Woodman,  on  section  6, 
still  resides  n  -anie.  The  sticceeding  settlers,  in  the  hundreds,  are  too 
numerous  to  give  in  detail. 


On  February  jo.  1871.  what  is  now  Highland  township  was  iletach- 
ed  from  Waterman,  and  what  is  now  Dale  detached  from  Liberty,  and 
the  two  townships.  Highland  and  Dale,  called  Highland.    In  1881  Dale 

was  detached  from  Highland. 

The  lowtiship  of  Highland  had.  according  to  the  fetleral  census  of 
1910,  a  po])ulation  of  seven  lunulred.  It  i>  well  developed  with  the  rich- 
est tif  farms  ami  the  best  type  of  l)uiKlings  in  the  county.  Its  pe<»ple  are 
both  prosperous  and  happy.  I.and  is  steadily  advancing  in  price  and  within 
a  few  short  years  there  will  be  none  at  less  than  two  hundred  dollars 
])er  acre.  There  are  no  towns  e\ce])t  Gaira.  which  is  located  on  «.ec(ion 
j8.    It  is  a  station  point  of  no  little  im{)ortance  on  the  Sioux  Falls  branch 
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uf  tlie  llliiiiiis  Central  railmail,  and  was  startnl  >o(>n  after  tliat  road  was 
couslruclctl  llinnigli  llic  county.  It  derives  its  name  lron«  that  other  Gaza, 
situated  upon  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean  sea,  in  the  Holy  Land,  and 
which  is  spoken  of  in  the  Bible.   The  town  now  under  consideration  was 

platted  as  "Woodstock,"  April  i8.  1888,  on  section  28,  ti  wn  hi]!  n^,  range 

40.  I>v  tin-  l  "hert»ktT  atnl  W  cNtcrn  'I"'i\\  n  l.nt  ( "umpnny.  l»ul  wIkii  it  was 
found  that  Iowa  contained  another  town  by  that  name  it  was  changed 
to  Gaza. 

The  first  store  building  and  general  stock  of  goods  here  was  the  prop- 
erty of  H.  Ehlers,  who  Ixf^an  ulcerations  in  1887.  He  was  also  first  ]>  -i- 
niaster.  A  ("<ini,'roiiatii>iial  itnirch  was  erected  at  Gaza  in  1896  and  had 
lor  its  ]>asti>ra  ladv,  .Mr>.  A.  L.  1!.  N'litiiiiji. 

Highland  l<>wn>hii)  was  one  of  the  townships  witliin  the  railroad  limits 
where  the  homestead  law  permitted,  in  many  cases,  only  eighty  acres,  but 
this  resulted  in  more  families  ami  more  iieople'  Several  very  large  families 
j^rew  up  in  Mij^hland.  Anionti  them  was  an  Enfjiishnian,  kimwn  as  "l  iuU" 
(icortjc  |ohii-.on.  on  sectif  ii  ^J.  One  son,  William  W.  Johnson,  was  for 
many  years  a  meml)er  of  the  lioard  of  supervisors  and  is  tiow  a  banker  in 
Sanborn.  Another  .son.  Robert  W.  Joiinson,  still  resides  on  section  18. 
Others  of  this  large  family  are  widely  scattered.  The  family  of  William 
Kintj.  'in  section  9,  was  still  larger  and  many -are  still  in  the  county.  d<nvn 
tiiroiiL;li  the  ^fenerations.  Anderson  .M.  t  iejjhorn  was  an  old  si>ldicr  and 
old  homesteader  an<i  rai.sed  another  large  family,  .Mrs.  William  Smith.  i>f 
Dale,  l)eing  one;  the  widow,  Mary  Cleghorn,  and  W.  S.,  a  son.  being  still 
in  the  cmmty.  Mr.  Qeghom  was  an  early-day  veterinary  of  the  self-made 
school.  Horatio  Stanley,  on  section  _>.  from  Connectioit,  was  tlie  father 
of  Mrs.  Daniel  i'.ysoin,  .Mrs  I".  !'.  jenks.  Wakeinan  Stanlev.  deceased,  and 
Mrs.  Lyman,  and  lived  to  he  ninety-two  years  old.  George  W.  Doyle,  on 
section  12.  raised  seven  children.  John  F.  Doyle,  in  Primghar.  .Mrs.  George 
McDowell,  at  .\rcher,  and  others  scattered.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  James  T.  Dewey 
reside  in  Primijhar.  the  parents  of  Mrs  Dr.  H.  C.  Rogers.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Welch,  on  section  u.  live  in  l'riin;.;har  and  are  the  parents  of  sons 
still  in  tlie  county.  .Melchoir  llns(|uin.  on  section  6,  was  an  eccentric  bache- 
lor and  a  llelgian.  Charles  l-".  .\lhrighl  and  his  wile.  Mrs.  Adaline  C.  .Mbright. 
homesteaded  the  quarter  adjoining  Primghar.  on  section  6.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  built  the  first  and  other  buildings 
in  town,  was  at  one  tifiie  mayor,  and  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Esther 
\\  interhle  ami  Roy  Albright,  dentist.    Mrs.  .Adaline  C.  .Alhrighi  will  long 
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be  remembered  far  the  hundreds  of  sick  she  cared  for,  among  the  early 
settlers  and  later  citizens,  not  simply  in  one  neig^hborhood,  but  in  many 
tlir.  ni|H;hi  tilt  the  county.    Her  moniinunt  lies  not  in  mere  mention  herein 

liiit  in  tlu-  hearts  of  the  scores  of  familic■^  a^  tht-  Gt><>(\  Samaritan  antl 
ni'itlier  t<>  the  sick  and  aHlicted.  Riissel  SaH'>hnrv.  oii  section  30.  raised 
two  sons,  \orman  and  Merhert,  stock  shippers  at  Ciaza  ior  many  years.  .Mrs. 
Catherine  Debridca.  on  section  14,  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  James  Brosh  and 
Frank  Dohricka.  who  also  honiestea<led  on  section  14.  Jacoh  Klema  was 
the  fatliLT  ot  Th<ima>  an<I  I'rank  Kienia.  resiih'nj^  at  Siithcrlaiid.  I'mannel 
KiiidiL;  na^  a  nieniher  of  the  Imanl  from  thi^  l<iun>hi]»  in  the  lirs!  nphfts 
ot  ahair<.  I  rank  D.  Mitchell,  counly  recorder  lour  years.  honiestea<led 
on  section  2.  William  A.  and  Mrs.  Henrietta  (Wheeler)  Acre  on  section 
6.  Mrs.  .\cre  was  perhaps  the  only  member  of  a  school  board,  which 
place  she  held  for  three  years  at  T'rinighar.  She  was  a  woman  who  had 
M.en  >ntno  of  the  hest  situatii an<l  opportunities  in  life  and  had  ex- 
(Kfrienceil  smne  of  the  hardest  of  homestead  trials.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will- 
iam E.  Baldwin,  on  section  34,  took  much  part  in  public  early  matters. 
Ed.  C.  Dean,  the  first  resident  of  Primghar,  still  resides  there.  James 
Eraser  was  the  father  of  another  larpe  family  Taiu  ( "  Green,  brother 
of  Clark  <ireen,  on  scrtirni  and  tlu-ir  father.  Mr  \llrn  dreen.  conntv 
recorder,  hoth  settletl  on  section  j6,  {icorj^e  liakenian  an«l  William  W. 
Johnson.  lK>th  memljer.s  of  the  board,  each  settled  on  .section  20. 


In  the  fall  of  191 3  the  following  interests  were  maintained  at  Gaza: 
There  are  two  general  merchandise  stores,  one  by  Harry  Gemer  and  one  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Grendin;;    There  is  also  a  good  blacksmith  shop  and  implement 

hou-f,  1)v  Mr.  Suiiili:  a  ^arajje  l>y  Ilatis  Peterson;  P.ruce  Edgerton  Co. 
operate  a  tirst-class  himbcr  \ard  and  huy  ^.'rain  of  ;dl  kiud^ :  the  liaiikintr 
business  is  carried  on  hy  the  Farmers  Savnigs  Bank,  organized  in  1910. 
with  ten  thousand  dollars  capital,  and  now  has  a  stirplus  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars.  They  own  their  own  banking  building.  The  present 
officers  are  I'rank  Martin,  jiresident :  TTenry  Lake,  vice-president:  C.  F. 
Reifslcck.  cashier.  The  ilmvc  with  riiarUs  Schn<>or  constitute  the  hoard  of 
clirectors.  It  was  in  this  township,  on  section  7.  where  I'aine's  .store  was 
conducted  from  1870  to  187-'.  before  Primghar  was  started. 


gaza's  present  business  and  other  interests. 


426 


»)  UKIEN  AXI>  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


POUTICAL  iNCIUENT  IN  HIGHLAND  TOWNSHIP. 


Prior  to  the  organization  i>f  Dale  township,  in  1880,  it  belonged  tu 
and  was  a  part  of  Highland.  Hi^liland  at  this  time  was  well  settled. 
The  Dale  end  of  the  big  township  only  had  about  one-third  of  the  voters. 
Each  of  these  old  settled  townships  desired  to  retain  one  of  these  new 
or  raw  townships  as  part  of  itself  as  long  as  possible,  in  order  to  collect 
from  that  township  the  schuul  and  road  taxes  from  the  raw  township.  The 
old  homesteaders  ol  Highland  township  resented  these  doings  of  what  was 
termed  that  little  wild  upstart  of  a  township.  I'he  campaign  was  on  tor 
county  officers,  with  a  hot  tight,  two  sets  of  candidates  being  out  for  each 
oflke.  The  fight  was  quite  evenly  balanced  over  the  county,  it  being  con- 
ceded that  the  crowd  that  coidd  control  Highland  would  win  in  the  county. 
At  the  time  of  the  calling  of  tin-  township  caucus  Dale  township  was  only 
half  organized.  The  record  proceedings  to  organize  :i  town.shi])  occupied 
about  four  months,  and  this  was  in  the  midst  of  organization.  Everybody 
in  both  ends  of  the  township  was  on  hand.  This  peculiar,  IfJi^g-headed 
scheme  was  carried  out.  The  voters  and  candidates  were  all  on  hand.  One 
btmch  had  studied  it  out  thus.  They  could  see  that  the  Highland  end  of  the 
township  could  control.  One  of  the  candidates  on  that  side  simply  arose  antl 
made  objection  to  Dale  township  i>articii>ating,  shooting  it  into  Dale  that 
they  had  seceded.  The  human  nature  of  this,  as  can  be  seen,  was  to 
line  up  the  two  ends  of  the  township  against  each  other  on  any  question 
that  would  arise.  This  clamiishness  of  the  t\\  ■  divisions  thus  held  together, 
and  they  of  lliuhlaiid  naiiirally  went  to  the  bunch  of  can<lidates  who  aj)- 
pearetl  to  Ix-  espousing  their  cause.  The  hunch  of  candidates  on  that  .si«le. 
however,  saw  to  it  that  they  only  went  so  far  as  to  object  and  raise  the 
question,  but  not  to  insist  on  it,  as  that  would  or  might  bring  Dale  out 
with  a  new  Dale  caucus,  which  was  desired  to  l>e  prevented.  The  voters 
en  masse  of  either  township  never  fully  realized  that  the  whole  sHu'iiu- 
had  l)een  studied  uj)  durint;  the  afternoon  I)ef«»re,  Thi>  knowledge  of  human 
nature  was  taken  advaiuage  of.  It  was  a  political  maneuver  that  could 
only  be  worked  once,  hut  that  was  enough.  It  was  a  hit  growing  out  of 
township  organizatifin. 


Grant  township  was  originally  a  part  of  oUI  Waterman  township,  but 
later  in  the  history  of  the  county  was  set  off  as  a  separate  township.  On 
January  3.  1870.  the  south  tier  of  sections  of  what  is  now  Grant  was  set 
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apart  from  Waterman  to  Grant,  except  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  36  of 
same.  On  January  21, 1871,  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  36  of  same  was 
likewise  set  bade  to  Grant. 

In  1910  the  ])0|)ulatinn  t>i  (irant  town.-liip  wa^  placed  at  six  Inuulred 
anil  thirty.  Land  was  rateil  and  actually  sold  at  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  per  acre. 

This  sub-division  of  the  county  is  second  from  the  southern  line  of 
O'Brien  county  and  is  on  the  extreme  eastern  line  of  townships. 

Waterman  river,  or  creek,  courses  tliroiij^h  the  territ<iry  from  north 
to  south.  To  be  the  possessor  of  a  farm  within  this  six-niilc-square  tract 
of  fertile  land  is  indeed  to  be  fortunate  in  life.  To  appreciate  the  rural 
scenes  here,  one  must  needs  travel  through  the  country  in  midsummer 
when  the  waving  grain  and  dark  green  com  roll  in  all  their  shadowy 
billows. 

Just  who  had  the  honor  of  hcmi;  tlic  lirst  >ctt!LT  In  wliat  is  now  Grant 
township,  no  one  seems  to  be  able  to  determine.  It  is  perhaps  sufficient 
to  say  that  Alfred  B.  Husted  and  family  resided  on  section  4,  on  his 
claim,  which  was  entered  in  1868,  at  which  time  he  said  there  were  deven 
voters  in  the  township.  .Mr.  Huste<I  came  from  Sac  county.  Iowa,  and 
in  1897  was  one  of  the  four  tirst  settlers  in  the  county,  then  residing  here. 
He  entered  the  land  in  18(18  and  the  spring  following  moved  his  etifecls 
here.  At  first  he  worked  at  Old  O'Brien  for  Major  Inman  and  built  bis 
own  house  on  his  land  at  odd  spells  when  work  for  others  was  slack. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade — the  \]rsi  in  this  county.  ]\c  it  was  who 
i)uilt  the  school  house  at  Sauixirn  and  also  was  employed  on  the  Tea- 
bout  .store  buililing  of  the  same  town. 

In  the  spring  of  18^  came  to  Grant  township  D.  B.  Harmon,  locating 
on  section  36.  his  claim  being  on  the  southeast  quarter.  He  came  from 
Wisconsin,  from  which  state  he  had  written  to  several  i)oints  in  Iowa  to 
learn  about  cheap  lands  and  homesteads.  .\  letter  from  l-"t.  Doilgt-  set  hint 
thinking  aixau  O'Brien  county,  and  hence  he  left  home  and  went  to  Ft. 
Dodge,  having  to  walk  from  Iowa  Falls,  the  end  of  the  railroad,  a  distance  ot 
forty  miles  to  Webster  City,  where  he  chanced  to  get  a  ride  with  a  farmer 
the  balance  of  the  journey.  He  came  on  to  OM  (Vi'.Hen  to  work  tmder 
a  ])roini^e  of  receiving  f^nr  dollar^  per  <lay.  lnu  lie  never  rerdized  that 
amount.  ( )n  rhe  way  uj)  he  met  Horace  (iilbert.  W  illiam  W  ager  am!  others. 
Having  decided  to  set  his  stakes  here  in  Grant  town.ship.  he  seni  back  for 
his  wife,  who  arrived  in  Fort  Dodge  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  He  pur- 
chased oxen  and,  borrowing  a  wagon,  brought  his  effects  on  up  as  far 
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as  he  could  get  i'ht.'  roculs  were  "out  of  sight"  in  mud  and  water.  While 
crossing  "Hdl  Slough."  llie  water  up  to  his  wajjoii  box,  his  ox-yuke  broke 
in  two,  in  the  nii*Mlc  of  the  <lous,'h.  Ik  was  torced  to  ctirry  his  young  wile 
to  the  shore  on  sliouldcrs,  after  which  he  carried  the  wagon  and  pro- 
visions over,  piece  by  piece.  He  then  mended  his  yoke  and  went  forward. 
That  summer  he  lived  in  a  -tent  and  in  the  fall  built  a  sod  shanty.  The 
first  seasou  lie  hmkc  out  twenty  acres  and  put  it  into  crop  the  next  year. 
He  had  lir. >keii  the  >ot|  t.  o  (Urp  and  the  rainy  year  that  followed  cau>ed 
hini  a  shni  yield  ni  wheat — the  sod  was  very  tough.  His  wife,  who  had  just 
left  her  schoolroom  duties  and  was  not  used  to  the  duties  of  a  housewife, 
found  trying  times  in  the  new  prairie  country.  Adjoining  this  farm  was 
the  claim  of  William  Wager,  who  al-o  sinld  m  this  township  in  1869. 
He  wav  from  Canada  and.  like  Mr.  Harnuoi.  h.id  many  early-day  <liM'onrajje- 
ments.  but  linally  came  olY  aheail  au<l  held  miuli  valuable  real  e>iate.  An- 
other l8(jy  settler  wa>  Mr.  .MclSath.  1-iiter  than  these  was  I'rank  .Martin,  of 
section  30.  He  came  to  Peterson  in  1 871  and  to  Grant  township  in  1872. 
In  1870  came  J.  S.  Brosh.  who  filed  and  settled  on  the  west  half  of  the 
M  n'.luast  <|imrter  of  seefion  14  in  Highland  township.  His  wife  dietl  from 
the  etVeets  of  a  >troke  of  bj^jhtnini^. 

George  W.  Jones,  a  Mjldier  iruiu  .New  ^  ork  state,  settled  here  in  Sep- 
tember, 1870,  on  section  6.  where  he  took  up  a  homestead  and  proved  up 
on  the  same,  or  rather  his  wife  did,  for  he  died  about  1875.  after  which 
the  widow  married  K  INiwers  and,  while  they  still  retain  the  fantt  in 
the  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  |'os\ers  reside  in  I'rinvijhar.  Some  time  before 
came  John  Lowder,  also  \\  ilham  Wilson,  w  ho  later  moved  to  the 
far  West  These  men  l)ecame  sick  of  the  country 'in  grasshopper  days. 
Charles  Stearns  was  another  pioneer  in  Grant  township:  he  lived  to  the 
south  of  the  Jones  homestead,  on  lainl  taken  up  way  back  in  the  seventies. 

Mrs.  Jones- 1 'ou ers.  abo\-e  mentioned,  relates  Imu  her  first  liusbaiid 
had  to  draw  pro\  i-,i(>ns  from  C  hemkee,  and  wimkI  from  down  on  the  \\  ater- 
man,  in  the  southeast  part  of  this  coimty.  Later  the  timber  was  all  cut 
off  and  settlers  were  compelled  to  bum  prairie  hay  during  the  long  win- 
ter months.  The  Germans  did  not  begin  to  come  into  this  township  until 
the  eit,di5ies.  when  'hey  swarmed  in  in  lartre  numbers. 

Anioiiir  the  old  settlers  in  f'.rant  we  should  also  mention  \,  I..  i  hi-<- 
ley,  who  raised  a  large  fantily.  among  them  being  Henry  C-hesley.  fr>r 
many  >  ears  postmaster  in  Sutherland.  O*.  A.  Sutton  was  an  old  soldier  and 
homesteader  on  section  14.  Samuel  J.  Jordan  .still  resides  on  section  30 
and  is  one  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  half  dozen  largest  farmers  in  the 
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county.  \\  c  have  already  noted  him  among  Snlhcrlantl's  bankers.  E.  J. 
Frush.  Byratn  Eckiuan.  James  .Magcc  are  others  who  raised  large  families 
there.  William  Slack  homestcaded  on  .section  6.  in  1869.  but  died  in  1874. 
His  widow,  Mrs.  Lucy  Slack,  was  among  those  chiefly  interested  in  the 
erection  of  the  (.'ovey  church  ami  other  early  enter])ris<  s.  Her  son.  Charles 
S.  Shick,  resided  with  her  on  the  claim  until  her  death.  Major  Choter 
W.  Inman  was  an  old  soldier.  e.\  county  treasurer,  and  opened  up  a  .scven- 
hundred-acre  farm,  and  built  one  of  the  first  of  the  large  residences.  He 
was  later  killed  in  an  altercati<m  over  a  boundary  line.  Uncle  Don  C. 
Berray  was  an  ol<1  hmiesteader.  a  very  eccentric  character  and  will  be  long 
remembered  fur  h\>  fun  and  geniality.    He  left  a  larije  family. 

Other  settlers  of  an  early  date  were  the  Inman  Brothers,  southeast  of 
the  Jones  home.«itead  settlcmoit.  They  arrived  about  iSfSp-TO  and  remained 
many  years.  One  of  the  brothers  was  known  as  Major  Inman  and  had  ser\'ed 
in  the  Civil  W  ar. 

Of  schools,  chnrche-^  ;ind  other  items  of  interest  in  flrant  township,  the 
rea«ler  is  referred  to  chapters  on  .such  general  topics  el.sewhere  in  this  volume. 

THE  MILWAUKEE  RAILROAD  DID  ONE  SQUARE  DEAL. 

We  often  hear  tiie  railroail>  severely  ui»l)raided  for  getting  their  rail- 
road land  grants  and  handling  them  greedily  and  not  to  the  interest  of  the 
people.  Desiring  to  give  each  side  of  the  varied  questions  that  have  arisen 
in  the  comity,  as  historic  facts,  notwithstanding  the  editors  hereof  have 
participated  cii  one  side  or  the  other  of  iinwt  ipustions  for  thirty  years, 
we  wish  to  call  .utention  to  one  hiincli  of  railrf)a«l  lands  patented  to  the 
Chicago.  .Milwaukee  &  St.  I'aul  Kailroad  liy  John  H.  Gear,  governor  of 
Iowa,  by  patent  dated  April  26.  1880.  This  patent  covered  twelve  thous- 
and two  hundred  and  four  and  seventy-eight  hundredths  acres,  covering 
ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  acres  in  Grant  township  and 
nine  linndred  and  six  acre>  in  W  atertnan  ami  a  small  tract,  each  in  Hart- 
ley. Omega  and  llighlaiul  townships. 

The  Milwaukee  road  built  from  McGregor  west  through  O'Brien  coun^. 
under  the  land  grant  by  Congress  of  May  12.  1864.  hence  earned  divers 
lands  right  up  and  into  O'Brien  county,  in  fact  earned  the  aI)ove  lands 
before  it  struck  what  liave  heen  called  the  "overlapijing"  lamls  in  dispute, 
as  detaile«l  el.sewhere.  I.an«ls  at  the  time  were  worth,  in  the  county,  ahout 
five  dollars  per  acre.  This  roafl  »t  once  put  these  lands  all  on  the  market 
by  iwblic  announcement  at  five  dollars  per  acre,  with  the  .stated  inducement 
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to  the  purdiaser  to  deduct  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre 

for  each  acre  broken  up  for  cultivation  within  two  years,  and  as  further 
stated  by  the  company  as  an  inihicenjcnl  to  get  the  country  oj^ened  np  and 
inipro\cd.  and  with  the  idea  that  more  settlers  and  more  tanning  would 
pro(hice  more  shipping.  This  was  practically  equal  to  purchasing  from  the 
government  Practically  every  purchaser  took  advantage  of  this  induce- 
ment.  The  reader  must  pass  judgment 

CALEDONIA  TOW  XSHIi'. 

On  January  3.  1S7K,  on  i)etition  of  Leonard  Hill  and  twelve  others, 
what  is  now  Caledonia  townsliip  was  set  off  from  P.aker  anil  called  Cale- 
donia, and  the  tirst  election  ordered  held  m  the  schoi>l  house,  but  as  there 
was  only  one  school  house  in  the  township  there  was  no  trouble. 

In  1910  the  United  States  census  reports  gave  this  township  a  popu- 
lation of  eight  hundred  and  nine.  It  is  in  many  ways  the  richest,  Ixst 
improved  part  of  0"P>rien  county.  It  is.  and  always  has  been.  larfjely  helil 
by  thrifty.  .Vniencanized  Germans,  who  know  nu  such  wortl  as  tail.  l'"or 
them  work — hard  work — is  but  play.  Men,  women  and  children  all  join 
in  doing  useful  labor  and  in  this  manner  they  thrive  in  health  and  wealth 
gettin.t;.  Tbc  scores  of  beautiful  farms,  with  tall  groves  set  Up  by  pioneer 
hands,  j^racc  tin-  entire  territory.  The  roads  anil  fences  and  t,'encral  buiUI- 
ing  impro\ enient>  lie>peak  of  naught  InU  value  and  conteinint  ut.  while  jmw- 
perity  is  found  on  every  hand.  They  are  both  a  religious  anti  eilucational 
people — believe  in  good  churches  and  schools  and  have  provided  them  for 
the  rising  young  alH>ut  them.  They  believe  in  teaching  and  sixaking  both 
the  German  and  English  language. 

EABLY  SETTLEMENT. 

Man\  a  fond  luenmry  clusters  around  the  farms  where  the  pioneer  first 
settled.  riie  laud  the  tirst  settlers  claimed  as  their  own  has  come  to  be 
almo>i  lioly  ground  to  the  ciuldrcn  of  these  pioneers.  The  first  per.son  to 
effect  a  settlement  in  Caledonia  township  was  H.  B.  Robeson,  who  came  early 
in  1 871.  The  township  was  not  of  that  class  of  land  that  could  then  be  settled 
upon  as  govcrtmient  land  could.  It  had  to  be  pnrdiaaed  of  the  individual 
owners.  After  s|>eiidin.tr  a  few  years  there  pioneer  Robeson  retired  tr>  Mar- 
cus ami  became  an  honoretl  citizen  t>f  that  thriving  town  in  Cherokee  county. 

The  next  actual  settler,  after  Rol)es<»n.  was  John  Schwebach.  who 
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came  to  this  tnwiiship  in  18/-'.  i'huiuas  Uairy  stujii  followed  in  the  march 
of  enterprising  settlers.  This  is  a  decidetl  German  settlement;  almost  to 
a  man  they  are  of  this  class.  Among  other  pioneers  of  this  goodly  town- 
ship may  be  recalled  these:  Leonard  Hill,  of  section  7.  wha  now  resides  in 
Granville.  Siotix  county,  this  state:  Messrs  Uphani  and  Arnold,  of  section 
12,  removed  from  the  county  many  years  since;  H.  F.  Kluender  came  in  the 
spring  of  1881,  from  Cook  county,  Illinois,  and  after  a  time  settled  un  his 
present  farm,  a  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  18,  where  he  has  made  excellent  improvements  and  has  a  valuable 
property  enjoyed  l)y  himself  and  his  estimable  family,  .\nother  still  living 
in  the  townshij)  is  I'" red  Boss,  of  section  js:  Henry  lloermann  was  a  pioneer 
and  removed  to  Kansas;  John  Stamer.  of  section  5.  and  William  Steinljerg. 
of  that  section,  settled  here,  but  are  now  numbered  among  the  dead;  Nic 
Malget,  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  7,  is  still  an  honored  resident 
of  tHe  township:  also  Menry  Richter.  of  section  14;  VV.  O.  Boyd  was  an- 
other very  early  pioneer  to  this  part  of  the  county:  he  owned  at  «ine  time  all 
of  section  22.  but  later  .sold  out  and  retired  at  .\mes.  Iowa,  where  he 
still  lives. 

What  was  namc<l  Shabbona  postoflSce  was  established  on  the  south- 
west (|uarter  of  section  2.  in  1888.  six  years  after  the  bnildini,'  <if  the  rail- 
road throufjh  the  township.  The  |x>stmaster  was  Theodore  I'lrum.  hut  short 
was  his  term  of  ottice,  for  the  same  was  al>andoned  after  two  weeks'  trial. 
It  had  been  |>n  iposed  to  establish  a  town  and  sidetradc  stattcm  at  that  {mint 
but  it  never  materialized.  The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad  runs 
through  the  southern  portion  of  the  upper  tier  of  sections  of  this  town- 
shi]).  jjoinfj  almost  on  a  straight  line  till  the  center  of  section  6  is  readi- 
ed, when  it  bears  to  the  northwest  befi>re  entering  Siou.x  county.  l-an«l 
sells  in  this  township  from  one  hundred  fifty  to  two  hundred  dollars  per 
acre  and  is  realty  not  in  the  market  for  all  th«  land  owners  are  content 
with  the  i)ros|>erity  which  now  surrounds  them. 

Anvni;  the  citizens  nf  this  touii>hi|)  who  have  hel<I  county  office  should 
be  metuioneil  such  men  a>  lienrv  Herman  and  William  Klein,  who  were 
meml)ers  of  the  county  Ixxird  of  supervi.sors  many  years  aj(o.  Klein  was 
a  farmer  and  preached  sometimes :  he  now  lives  in  Chicago. 


This  is  the  only  village  or  hamlet  within  this  township.  It  is  situated 
on  the  corners  of  sections  14,  15.  23  and  jt,.  in  township  94.  range  42. 
and  was  platted  June  10.  1901.  by  Edward  D.  Beerman. 


GERMANTOWN. 
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A  postoffice  was  here  estsMished  9bovA  1892,  but  wtKn  the  introduc- 
tion of  rural  free  mail  delivery  came  in  it  was  abandoned  and  mail  has 

since  been  brought  (lail\  !)>•  the  carriers  on  the  route  from  Paulliiia.  The 
first  evi'ius  were  the  establishment  of  a  hlac-k^^milh  sliop,  by  I<ihn  lierkley; 
the  first  store  of  merchandise  in  tjernuinlown  was  openetl  by  L.  I*".  Magers 
in  1887-88.  He  sold  out  to  Charles  Nichols  after  about  five  years.  A 
creamery  was  operated  in  connection  with  the  general  store.  Xichols  let 
it  run  down  and  eight  farmers  boufjlit  out  his  creamer\  ;is  well  a^  the 
store.  At  this  date  (  1913  I  J.  I,an<,'e  has  the  ^'ore  The  xillage  hlaek- 
smith  is  now  Ben  Uevrier.  who  also  sells  farm  implements.  The  creamery 
company  was  recently  re-organized  and  changed  to  that  of  a  fanners*  stock 
company.  They  run  wagons,  five  in  number,  to  the  surrounding  cmmtry.  col- 
lect cream  and  make  butter.  The  only  other  industry  is  that  represented 
by  Tretl  I'iddi-lke  as  car]»eiitor  and  contractor. 

Township  ctfticials  here  have  ever  iK-en  of  the  bc>t  tyjie  of  citizens.  The 
first  oOicers  were  elected  October  8.  1878,  anil  were  as  follows;  Jacol) 
Diederick,  Thomas  Barry  and  H.  B.  Robeson,  trustees;  Xewall  Upham, 
justice  of  the  peace;  George  .\rno]«l  and  Charles  Meyer,  constables:  Henry 
Hoermann,  road  supervisor;  !•'.  L.  Jenkins,  clerk;  Leonard  Hill.  asses>;or. 
At  the  ])rescnt  time  the  inistees  are  William  lUIlmami,  I'red  I'aulinfj  and 
Kmii  Gei>ert.  For  the  last  twelve  years  there  has  l>een  no  ilemand  for  the 
offices  of  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace,  hence  none  have  ever  qualified, 
though  regularly  elected.  This  speaks  of  peace  and  harmony  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Caledonia.  When,  ffir  any  reason,  a  (leace 
officer  is  needed,  the  sheriff  is  called  upon:  b^.d.  noblurttin  is  present  as- 
sessor: the  township  clerk  is  H.  l-\  Kluender.  who  has  heUI  the  |K)sition 
since  1901.  There  are  now  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  voters  in  the 
township,  and  it  is  .said  that  only  one  American  lives  in  the  precinct  and  he 
is  a  renter  in  the  south  part  of  the  township.  \\r\  frw  in  the  township 
hut  have  been  nafnralized.  One  Iktc  U\]i\<  ibc  bc>t  class  of  forei<Tners, 
who  arc  practical,  religious,  law'-ahi<lmg  peo|)le  of  great  worth  to  a  county, 
in  the  fact  that  they  produce  and  at  the  same  time  exi^nd  for  the  com- 
forts and  luxuries  of  life,  yet  do  not  destroy  and  tear  don^'n  as  do  some 
classes  of  people  from  the  Oi  l  W  orld.  There  are  now  >i  .  t  ral  large  farm 
houses  in  this  township  that  Iia\c  I)een  pmvided  with  inoiUTn  ilertric  liirht- 
ing  plants  for  housv  and  bams  as  well.  That  they  believe  in  ednration, 
it  should  be  stated  that  in  addition  to  the  large  |)arochial  school  at  German- 
town,  they  maintain  nine  (the  Towa  regulation  number)  di.<ttrict  sdiools 
in  the  township. 


A  KAIR  TYPH:  of  THE  SCHOOL  DIULIJINGS  THAT  HAVK  MADE  IOWA  FAMOUS 
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A  histocy  of  Iht  Evangelical  Lutheran  church — ^the  church  of  the  en- 
tire township — will  Iw  seen  in  the  church  chapter  elsewhere  in  this  voUinie, 
and  should  he  read,  as  it  is  certainly  a  part  and  parcel  uf  the  history  of 
Caledonia  township.  And  with  this  are  given  the  fact.s  concerning  the 
school  that  is  connected  with  the  diurch. 


The  people  of  Union  township*  Paullina,  and  the  surrounding  country 

are  a  splendiri  mixture  of  American-bcmi  citizens,  Germans,  Scandinavians, 

Scotch,  Irish,  with  a  sprinkliuj,'  of  Bohemian,  and  they  constitnle  a  sturdy, 
thrifty,  self-respecting  citizcnshii),  of  which  any  conununily  might  well  feel 
proud. 

All  of  the  above  is  proven  by  the  splendid  farms,  neat,  commodious 
dwelling  houses,  spacious  bams,  always  well  filled  with  the  best  products  of 
earth,  that  adoni  this  beautiful  prairie  country,  giving  it  the  true  appearance 
of  wealth  and  suhstantial  jjrosiK'rity  and  financial  responsibility  found  only 
where  the  soil  is  of  the  best  (juality. 

In  speaking  of  the  improvements  of  Uttion  township,  it  must  not  be 
overlooked  that  O.  S.  West,  the  ''Duroc"  hog  raiser,  has  the  best  farm  house 
in  the  state  of  Iowa,  at  least  it  was  so  conceded  in  Waihu  c's  Fanner  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  a  fi  \v  y*-ars  ae^o.  It  cost  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and  is 
truly  a  monument  to  the  industry,  not  only  of  Mr.  West,  the  owner,  hut  of 
the  cotintry  generally,  anil  it  will  l>e  admitted  by  any  visitor  of  this  com- 
munity that  the  farmers  of  Unimi  township  are  as  well  housed  and  have 
bams  for  their  products  and  stock  second  to  no  farm  improvements  anywhere 
on  earth. 

With  the  intermarriage  of  these  peoples  we  have  and  will  have  a  citizen* 
ship  surpassed,  in  intelligence,  sobriety  and  industry  by  none. 


On  tlie  f)th  day  of  Septeml»cr.  iSSo.  un  petition  of  B.  F.  Rozell  and 
eleven  other  citi/ens,  tiled  with  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  then  county  auditor  of  O'Brien 
county,  and  by  him  presented  to  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  county. 
Union  township  was  set  off  from  Liberty  township  and  oiganized  into  what 
has  since  heen  known  as  Union  township.  Prior  to  this  time  Liberty,  incfud- 
ing  Union,  bad  been  set  off  from  Waterman  township^ 


UNION  TOWNSHIP.  PAULLINA  AND  ViaNITV. 


By  D»vld  Algyer. 
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Still  prior,  in  i860,  the  whole  county  had  been  caUed  ''O'Brien  Town- 
ship." and  governed  as  one  townsliii). 

A  coniniissifiii  was  i>~iif(l  hy  j.  1..  IVrk,  cinitv  anditor.  to  !'..  I', 
kozell,  U.  C.  Howard  and  John  W'arnkc.  on  ilic  iiih  tlay  of  September, 
f88a  They  held  the  first  election  of  officers  for  Union  township  at  the  resi- 
dence of  B.  F.  Rozell.  on  section  8,  township  94.  rangie  41,  on  the  2d  day  of 
Noveml>er,  1880.  at  which  election  the  fdllowini,'  iianH<I  pcrsmi^  were  elected 
as  officers  of  >;aid  township:  I'..  F  ivoze!!.  julin  Warnke  and  Reul>en  W. 
Vounj^.  trustees:  E.  A.  Howard,  township  clerk:  Carl  Levernz,  assessor: 
B.  C.  Howard  and  William  Levee,  justices  of  the  peace;  Henry  Johnson 
and  D.  N.  Latham,  constables.  Thus  was  the  machinery  of  the  government 
of  Union  township  started,  so  many  years  ago.  and  the  writer  b^  to  add 
that  the  affairs  of  the  township  have  always  liecn  handled  by  the  best,  wisest 
and  most  prudent  citizens  of  the  township,  and  he  challenges  any  township 
in  this  county  to  make  a  better  showing  of  prosperity  of  all  public  enterprises 
than  Union  townshipw 


During  the  years  iSSi  and  i88_'  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Rail- 
way, one  of  the  great  arteries  of  commerce,  constructed  its  line  through 
O'Brien  county  and  consequently  throt^h  Union  township,  thus  opening  a 

gpreat  gateway  for  the  products  of  this  inai^nificent  farming  country,  making 
it  po>sililc  for  the  farmers  to  lay  tliuir  i)ro(lncts  down  in  Chicapo.  within  a 
few  hours  from  time  of  delivery  to  the  railway,  and  from  a  value  of  four 
dollars  per  acre  the  land  around  Paullina  has  advanced  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  and  even  to  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  owing  to  the  quality 
of  the  soil,  improvements  and  facility  of  disposing  of  the  farm  products. 
The  advance  has  been  like  the  gaining  of  riclies  by  "Sinl)ad  the  Saili>r."  an<l 
tile  end  is  not  yet — indeed  the  people  realize  that  our  faniiini,'  industry  is 
like  all  else;  we  are  in  but  the  infancy  of  tlevelopment.  and  the  wisest  cannot 
foretell  future  developments  or  the  future  possibilities  of  Union  township 
and  the  surrounding  country. 


The  Chicitgo  9:  Northwestern  Railway  Company,  hax  ing  established 
their  line  of  railway  through  Union  township,  on  the  20th  day  of  January, 
the  Western  Town  Lot  Company  filed  the  original  plat  of  the  town  of 


COMING  OP  THE  ClIICACiO  &  NORTHWESTERN  RAILROAD. 
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Paullina  and  began  to  sell  lols  for  business  and  residence  purposes.  This 
plat  was  indeed  a  novel  and.  I  might  add,  beautiftU  design  for  a  town,  show- 
ing an  avenue,  named  Garfield  avenue,  one  hiuidred  feet  in  width,  encircling 
the  town,  making  a  truly  l>eautiful  driveway  all  around  the  town.  I'or  some 
reason,  not  p^fnorally  ki)ii\vn.  the  W  e-^tern  Tr>\vn  I^)t  C<)ni]»any  had  this  G;\r- 
tield  avenue,  with  the  consent  of  the  tnwn  ouuiicil  of  said  town,  \acated 
Several  years  after  the  founding  of  the  town,  thus  depriving  the  town  oi  a 
most  charming  street. 

Immediately  after  the  town  was  platted,  lots  were  sold  and  the  town 
began  to  grow  in  a  g<H)d.  healthy,  substantial  manner,  and  soon  acquired  the 
name  of  "Tlu-  Ccm  of  the  IV.iirie."  which  was  and  is  a  fittinj?  name. 

There  have  lx*cn  sc\  cral  additions  platted  to  the  town,  as  follows  :  Mel- 
calf's  addition.  pUtted  and  filed  January  9.  1886,  by  John  and  Thomas  Met- 
calf :  Marker  &  Greene's  addition,  platted  and  filed  September  3,  i885«  fay 
William  Marker  and  J.  L.  Greene,  of  Sanlxjm,  Iowa;  re-plat  of  oiitlots  by  the 
NW-^tcrn  Town  I.ot  t"orni)any.  filed  December  13.  1890.  Decemlwr  30,  1890, 
October  j6.  i()03,  and  July  8,  1911;  Dealy  &  Harris'  addition,  filed  for 
recortl  in  July,  iyo<j. 

The  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Paullina  has  been  owing  to  her  early 
citizenship,  to  men  who  laid  the  foundation  of  a  good  town  in  sound  morality, 
in  a  spirit  of  fairness,  generosity  and  correct  business  dealings,  so  that  when- 
ever farmers  came  to  the  town  they  were  assured  of  fair  dealing  and  just 
returns  fi>r  their  products.  Anioiii,'  the  men  who  first  came  to  raullina.  and 
tho.se  who  have  since  a.ssisted  in  making  the  town  what  it  is  today,  are  the 
following :  John  Baumann.  George  Hakcman.  W.  W.  Johnson,  J.  A.  War- 
ner, D.  H.  Adkins,  L.  Wollenberg.  John  V.  Adkins.  John  Metcalf,  C.  C. 
Smitli.  Dr.  C.  S.  I'aul.  Hubert  Spra,<,'ue,  Tlioinas  Metcalf.  O.  D.  Hamstreet, 
I.  I).  Siniji-on,  O.  M.  Smith.  ,\.  T',  J.uohs.  John  Cowan,  Sr.,  and  many  other 
enterurisinsi  citizens  that  space  forbi«ls  to  meiuion.  The  historj'  of  the  news- 
pai>ers  of  Paullitia  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  devoted  exclusively  to  this 
topic. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  TOWN  OF  PAULUNA. 

On  the  J^d  day  of  .\ugu.st.  1883.  A.  Hanson  and  twenty-seven  other 
citizens,  by  their  attorney.  O.  D.  Hamstreet,  who.  by  the  way.  was  the  tirst 
attorney  of  the  town  of  Paullina.  filed  their  petition  in  the  circuit  court  of 
ttie  state  of  Iowa  in  and  for  O'Brien  county,  before  J.  R.  Zuver,  judge. 
a.sking  that  a  conunission  be  issued  to  commissioners  and  that  the  town  of 
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Paullina  be  iiu  r;i  .rated.  After  hearing  said  petition,  said  court,  on  the 
27th  day  of  Sepleniber.  if^S?^.  appointed  the  following  citi/ens  of  said  town 
as  commissioners:  A.  Hanson,  C.  C.  Smith,  C.  S.  Paul.  J.  M.  Baumaini  and 
O.  D.  Hanistreet,  to  conduct  the  proceedings  o!  incorporation  and  election. 

A  notice  of  election  was  ordered  iiublished  for  four  consecutive  weeks 
in  the  Pauilina  Tintes.  The  election  on- the  question  "Shall  the  town  of 
PauUina,  Iowa.  Ixjcomc  incorporated,  under  tin  law.s  of  the  state  of  loua." 
.  was  submitted  to  the  electors  as  by  law  pro\  uleil  on  the  30th  day  of  October. 
1883.  Election  was  held  as  i)er  notice  given,  which  resulted  as  follows: 
There  were  fifty-one  votes  cast,  of  '.vhich  forty-four  were  for  incorporation 
and  seven  votes  cast  against  incorporation,  whereupon  said  commissioners 
declared  that  the  proposition  was  carried. 

Thereupon  said  commissioners  proceeded  to  call  an  election  of  officers 
for  said  town,  and  after  due  notice,  .is  by  law  provided,  an  election  for  the 
23d  day  of  Xo\ ember,  1883,  was  held,  and  the  following  named  citizens 
were  duly  elected,  as  the  first  ofHcers  of  the  incorporated  town  of  Paullina. 
to-wit:  I.  L.  Reridc,  mayor;  Stephen  Harris,  recorder;  and  A.  Hanson, 
}<Am  Baumann.  George  Veeder,  J.  P.  Bossert,  W.  W.  Johnson  and  D.  H. 
Adkins.  as  the  first  amncil  of  the  town. 

All  of  said  oflicers  tiHik  the  oath  of  olVice  on  the  2~ih  day  of  .\o\ ember, 
1883.  and  were  duly  in.-lallcd  in  their  several  otfice^.  and  the  wheels  of  the 
city  government  of  Paullina  b^an  to  turn  and  on  the  30th  day  of  November, 
1883,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  council,  several  ordinances  were  passed  for 
the  guidance  and  government  of  Paullina. 

The  first  great  public  utility  of  the  town  w.is  its  water  works.  At  an 
election  itillcd  by  the  council  as  by  law  proxitled.  on  the  i^tb  dav  of  June, 
1891,  to  tielernime  tiic  question:  "'Shall  the  town  of  Paullina  erect  a  system 
of  water  works  and  bond  the  town  therefor,"  there  were  eighty-one  ballots 
cast,  seventy-two  votes  being  for  said  proposition  and  nine  against  the  same. 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  expressed  wishes  of  (be 
|>eop!e  and  coninienced  the  erection  <tf  a  system  of  water  works  that  has  al- 
ways furni>lic(l  the  town  with  an  al)iinilancc  of  the  l>e.st  of  water,  and  tbt 
system  being  worth  not  less  than  twenly-hve  tho\isanil  dollars  today,  show  ing 
how  wisely  and  well  the  affairs  of  the  town  have  been  administered  and 
proving  that  municii»l  ownership  is  a  grand  success  when  properly  man- 
aged by  intelligent  ofHoers. 

Patdlitia  also  has  a  system  of  electric  liL^bt.  tuenty-fonr  hours  service 
every  day  and  .seven  days  every  week,  valued  at  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
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sand  dullars  and  for  all  practical  purposes  is  as  ^[ood  as  any  system  in  any  city 
in  tlu-  L'liited  States,  and  is  also  an  example  of  what  a  nuniitiijal-owned  light 
system  can  Ik-  made  by  pnideiit.  cni'^ervative.  l)ut  delermiiu-d  action. 

I'aullnia  also  has  a  system  of  telephone,  operated  iweniy-iuur  hours  every 
day,  seven  days  every  week,  and  has  connection  with  all  parts  of  the  county, 
and  long  distance  service  that  is  very  satisfactory. 

It  must  not  he  overlooked  that  the  town  of  Panllina  has  an  exceptional 
manai^er  of  its  puhHc  ntilitic-  in  tlic  person  of  Wells  Sutherland,  who  is 
verily  an  expert  workman  in  electricity  an<l  tlie  cotitri*!  of  machinery  of  every 
character  and  who  is  a  tireless  worker  for  the  interests  of  the  town,  and 
when  anything  is  necessary  to  be  done,  he  illustrates  the  "johnny  on  the 
Spot"  idea  of  prompt  and  efficient  work. 

Besides  the  water  works  and  electric  plants,  the  town  owns  its  hall,  used 
for  kee])!?!";  fire  apparatus,  general  meetinp^^s  and  elections,  owing  to  its  central 
location.  This  property  is,  at  a  low  estimate,  worth  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

About  seventeen  years  ago  Fred  G.  Frothingham  made  a  bequest  of  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  PauUina  for  library  purposes,  and  this  sum 
soon  acctnnulated.  being  at  interest  in  the  Bank  of  PauUina,  and  the  town 
council  calletl  an  election  for  the  purjiost-  of  voting  on  the  proposition:  "Shall 
the  town  of  PauUina  purchase  the  mccssary  real  estate  for  a  site  for  a  public 
hi>rary?'"  There  were  seventy  Iwillots  cast,  of  which  fifty-five  were  for  the 
proposition  and  fifteen  against. 

The  council  then  ptvchased  the  present  site  of  the  library  on  the  east 
side  of  Main  street.  The  citi;:ens  of  Paullina  then  made  donations  of  about 
live  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  and  the  coinicil  commenced  the  erecticMi  of  a 
building  composed  of  cement  blocks,  which,  when  completed,  made  a  very 
commodious  library  building,  giving  good  rooms  for  library  purposes  and  an 
auditorium  that  seats  six  hundred  people,  the  floor  of  which  is  used  for 
gymnasium  purposes  and  basket  ball,  etc. 

When  completed.  Governor  Albert  B.  Cummins  made  the  dedication 
adflrcss  and  the  same  was  one  of  his  masterly  efiforts.  The  library  can  now 
l>oa>t  of  at  ka>t  one  thousand  dollars  worth  of  books,  and  all  the  appliances 
of  a  modern  public  library,  also  belonging  to  the  town  of  Paullina.  and  valued 
at  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  people  enjoy  all  the  good  reading  advantages 
of  a  large  city  library,  so  far  as  Iv^oks  are  concerned,  without  the  expensive 
and  rare  and  reference  bonks  ;,iid  jiaraphernalia  of  the  city  library.  The 
mayor  appointed  the  following  named  citizens,  first  trustees,  of  the  "Froth- 
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iiiyh;iin  I->ei-  I'nhlir  Ijlirary.'"  a>  <nir  !il)rarv  i>  named:  C.  (  .  (."aiinnii.  I'", 
l.usttcld.  John  E.  L'llniaii,  Jtihn  t  ouan.  Sr..  tjoorge  W.  Harris,  G.  A.  Lage. 
A.  Bock.  George  Raw  and  B.  J.  Maytum.  The  above  appointed  trustees 
qualified  by  taking  the  oath  of  office  and  organized  their  board  by  electing 
Ernest  Lustfeld  president,  and  John  E.  Ullman,  secretary,  and  by  lot  tJeter- 
mined  x\n-  lens^th  t»f  office  of  tnisu*rs.  three  to  <nii  in  three  years,  three  in 
six  years  and  three  in  nine  years,  and  all  members  of  the  board  to  be  ap- 
jjointed  by  the  niayur  uf  the  town. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  T11E  INDEPENDENT  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  OF  PAVLUNA. 

Pursuant  to  notice  given  by  the  secretary  ai  I'nion  township  school 
district,  the  qualified  electors  of  that  part  of  Union  township,  comprising 
sections  i.  2,  3. 4.  5. 6.  7,  8. 9.  10.  ii  and  12  niet  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1883, 

at  the  de|K>t  of  the  Chicago  Northwest.. ni  Railway  Company,  in  Paullina, 
and  voted  cm  the  question  :  ■"Shall  said  ahux  c  ilescriln-d  Ti-rrit<iry  be  organized 
into  an  inilependent  school  cbstrict.  known  as  independent  schiMtl  district  of 
Paullina."  A  very  large  majority  of  the  votes  cast  being  in  favor  of  the 
organization,  it  was  declared  adopted  by  the  people,  and  notice  according  to 
law  was  given  (or  an  election  of  officers  o£  the  newly  erected  district  Pur- 
snant  to  said  notice,  the  electors  of  the  independent  sr]i<.,,l  district  met  for 
(irst  election  >>{  oflicers  ini  the  if>lh  d;i\  (>\  Inly.  iH.Xv  C.  Paul  acted  as 
president  and  O.  D.  Hamstreel,  .secretary  of  the  meeting  and  at  the  same 
time  judges  of  the  election,  and  at  the  close  thereof  it  was  found  tlttt  the 
following  named  citizens  were  elected  and  declared  the'first  board  of  educa- 
tion of  the  independent  district  of  Paullina.  to-wit:  Cieor^c  llakeman.  A. 
Han'iDii  and  J.  IV  Patton.  directors  Cln  the  17th  «lay  of  jidy.  tSS^.  said 
directors  having  <]iialitifd  as  l>v  law  priivi<le<l,  jjroceedid  tu  organization  by 
electing  .\.  Hanson,  lirst  president,  ami  Stephen  Harris,  as  the  first  secretary, 
and  John  Baumann  as  first  treasurer. 

The  following  named  citizens  have  been  presidents  of  the  board  of 
education  since  ihr  1  ii  '^ani/at 'i  "f  tlu;  Jivtrict:  A.  Hanson.  I.  L.  Rerick, 
John  Metcalt.  Hudson  Muklcy.  1).  H.  Adkins.  Ralph  Dodge,  A.  P.  Jacobs, 
W.  T-  Hake>,  John  Cowan.  Sr..  and  R.  W.  \'oung. 

The  independent  school  flistricl  now  owns  property  valued  at  twenty 
thousand  dollars  and  is  entirely  out  of  debt  and  has  several  thousand  dollars 
in  its  treasury. 

(Mr.  Algyer  has  kindly  written  of  the  chtirches.  lodges,  newspapers. 
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batiks,  etc..  in  Paullina.  and  they  appear  in  their  respective  chapters  in  this 

work.- — lu)iT(>K. ) 

ill  aUdiliun  tu  what  .Mr.  Algyer  iias  written  on  this  tuwn  and  vicinity 
the  author  has  frleaned  the  following  concerning  early  days  there: 

PiiuUina  was  named  in  honor  of  the  Paullin  brothers,  who  owned  the 
land  on  which  the  town  was  finally  platted.  This  is  rme  of  the  few  towns 
that  started  in  a<ivaiice  nf  the  railmad.  in  anticipation  of  its  c >niin{(.  When 
the  tirst  train  >>i  airs  came  in  there  were  already  several  business  houses  on 
the  |)lat  of  an  embryo  village. 

The  first  to  establish  themselves  in  business  at  this  point  were  Adkins 
and  Davis,  of  Jasper  county,  Iowa.  Their  store  was  ready  for  use  about  the 
middle  of  March,  and  in  it  was  placed  a  fjeneral  merchandise  Stock,  which 
t'onnd  ready  >ale.  .Manv  were  tin-  days  wlun  their  sales  amonntcd  to  six 
hundred  dollars.  B.  Rti^ell  built  a  small  house  used  tor  hotel  purposes* 
and  was  named  the  "I'ioneer  House."  Travelers  and  local  guests  swarmed 
about  this  hotel,  and  he  did  an  excellent  business  from  the  time  he  was  able 
to  feed  the  hundreds  that  made  application  at  his  place.  He  soon  had  to 
provide  lar^r  quarters*  which  he  did  promptly.  The  firm  of  Spragtie  Broth- 
ers, of  Primphar.  was  the  next  t«.  open  u]*  at  I'aullina.  It  was  this  firm  that 
estal)lished  themselves  in  the  livery  lnisine>.^.  This  business  grew  and  was 
enlarged  from  time  to  time.  People  had  heard  of  the  new  town  "out  on  the 
Hawarden  branch"  and  wanted  to  see  what  it  held  in  store  for  them.  Others 
were  mere  real  estate  men.  looking  up  lan<ls  in  a  countr>'  they  knew  to  lie  \'alu- 
able,  in  the  near  future,  and  they  comited  that  ariijht. 

T.  v..  ShriKkr  wa--  luxi  to  swell  the  number  of  i)usiness  men,  and  he 
started  a  rcsiaiiraiu,  buiidmg  a  large  two-story  building,  used  for  both  a 
resid«ice  and  restaurant  room.  A  bar  was  later  added  to  this  establishment, 
but  not  to  the  real  betterment  of  the  town  in  general. 

The  first  regular  saloon  opened  in  Paullina  was  that  opened  l)\  C.il 
Peterman  in  a  tent  near  the  depot  grounds.  SiHin.  however,  he  found  his 
quarters  too  small  and  erected  a  shanty  of  Injards.  and  this,  later  on,  was 
replaced  by  a  substantial  building,  in  which  he  also  ran  a  pool  and  billiard 

The  first  contractor  and  carpenter  was  F.  C.  Daniels,  who  began  con- 
tracting and  building,  having  in  Ins  employ  as  high  as  ten  men  at  one  time. 

Buildings  grew  as  if  by  magic  under  his  sui)ervision. 

But  still  the  flofxl  of  immigration  .swept  in  to  Paullina.  The  onlv 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  advancement  was  the  fact  that  the  building  material 
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all  had  tu  I>e  haiiK-d  in  from  a  distance  oi  eighteen  miles  by  team.  But  not- 
withstandin}^'  tliis,  several  pushed  forward  and  were  .successful  in  getting 
into  buildings  speedily  erected  ahead  of  the  railroad's  coming.  Among  these 
may  be  recalled  C.  C.  Smith,  who  erected  a  large  building  for  holding  his 
complete  hardware  stock.  The  stock  was  purchased  from  Johnson  &  Hake- 
man,  of  Primj,diar.  So  threat  was  the  trade  at  Paullina  in  this  important  line 
that  additions  ami  \\in|L,'>  and  warenxjms  had  to  Ijc  built  from  time  to  time. 

The  next  enterprise  was  the  hotel  building  erected  tor  C.  R.  Waterman. 
It  was  completed  and  thrown  open  on  July  Fourth  and  christened  the 
Paullina  House.  Soon  the  trade  demanded  more  rooms  and  they  were  added. 
Very  soon  Waterman  saw  the  need  f  a  meat  market  and  opened  one.  Many 
weeks  as  liit^h  as  ten  Iieeves  were  slauj^htered.  besides  many  hogs  and  sheep. 
"The  Home  and  Restaurant"  was  the  name  given  to  another  iKncl.  which  was 
also  opened  to  the  public  on  Indcpentlencc  tlay,  thai  vear.  11.  Godfrey  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  place.  Perhaps  the  "Railroad  Store/'  as  it  was  styled,  was 
doing  the  most  business  of  any  in  I^ullina  at  the  dose  of  the  mmith  of  June. 
The  sales  run  to  eight  hundred  and  htty  dollars  per  flay.  .After  the  railroad 
grade  was  completed  this  stock  was  removed  to  Silver  Lake,  in  Dickinson 
county. 

The  (Jerman  shoe  man  from  Grundy  county,  Theodore  Wiechner,  who 
came  in  from  Reinbeck,  hauled  his  lumber  from  Sanborn  and  erected  his 
store  building  and  opened  up  a  boot  and  shoe  store  on  Broadway. 

In  .\ugust,  the  first  year  of  the  town's  history,  proper,  the  train  service 
was  estaMished.  and  it  was  then  that  the  lumber  business  of  Johnson  & 
Hakeman,  of  I'rimghar.  was  removed  to  this  point.  Hundreds  of  car  loads 
of  lumber  and  coal  and  builder's  material  came  rolling  into  die  village  before 
six  months  had  gone  by — ^nothing  like  this  was  ever  seen  in  O'Brien  county 
before  nor  since.  J.  H.  Queal  &  Company,  the  great  lumlier  operators,  soon 
headed  in  this  wav  and  estaMi-hed  a  yani  and  sdKI  immense  quantities  of 
ix)th  himl)er  and  C(»al.  The  Paullina  fever  caught  hold  of  some  residing  in 
Primghar  and  they  at  once  rolled  their  buildings  on  wheels  over  to  the  new 
village.  Among  those  who  thus  removed  vras  William  Hastings,  who  lived 
in  his  residence  while  it  was  being  transported  to  Paullina.  He  also  brought 
his  blacksmith  shop  along  and  set  up  his  glowing  forge  and  commenced  to 
wield  his  sledge.  In  the  middle  of  jnlv  A,  Hanson  !)Cgan  the  erection  of  a 
building,  the  first  Hoor  being  for  a  hardware  store,  while  the  second  was  used 
as  his  residence. 
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Bossert  <.^-  Davis  started  a  clothing  store  that  season;  they  also  added 
groceries  and  fotiiul  (Hiifk.  profitable  sales  from  the  st;>rt.  The  pioneer  drug- 
gist was  J.  H.  Ste\cns.  from  Tama  county,  who  came  that  summer  and  put 
in  a  stock  of  drugs  in  charge  of  Dr.  C.  S.  Paul.  Marker  &  Green,  of  San- 
bom,  erected  four  good-sized  store  buildings.  Dr.  H.  C.  West,  a  former 
physician  of  Primghar.  located  in  Patttlina,  building  him  a  residence  and  an 
office. 

The  first  attornev  of  the  place  was  Oscar  D.  lianislreet.  who  came  in 
July,  erected  his  office  and  remained.  In  Octni)er  of  that  eventful  year,  an 
elevator  was  erected  by  L.  D.  Bechteil,  but  the  largest  thing  in  this  Hne  was 
the  splendid  grain  elevator  built  by  Edward  PaulUn.  Its  cost  was  about 
seven  thousand  dollars.  In  six  months  after  FftuUina  had  started  it  had 
erected  buildings,  the  total  cost  of  which  reached  more  than  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

That  the  people  were  possessed  of  culture,  retinement  and  etUication  it 
only  needs  to  be  added  in  this  connection  that  in  the  eighties  her  people  put  a 
play  on  the  boards  which  was  entitled  "The  Soldier  of  Fortune."  The  parts 

in  this  excellent  ])]ay  were  carried  out  by  J.  P.  I'ossert.  T.  A.  DoLij^lass.  Frank 
Cunke.  B.  I,.  Pratt.  .Stephen  Harris.  Charles  Harris,  W.  S.  Loveless.  J.  \V. 
Bunker.  The  three  la<lies  in  the  play  were  Mrs.  B.  L.  Pratt,  Miss  Jennie 
Gruver  and  Mrs.  Ida  Harris. 

The  shipments  of  grain  for  the  season  of  1888,  shipped  by  two  firms, 
were :  Oats,  264,000  bushels ;  wheat  64,550  bushels ;  barley,  185,500  bushels; 
flax.  46.000  bushels;  com,  86,200  bushels;  timothy,  5,860  bushels;  rye, 
l,6oo  bushels. 

The  first  I-"ourth  of  July  celebratiim  for  Paulliua  was  in  the  year  1885. 
W.  R.  Johnson  was  |)resident  of  the  day  and  J.  L.  F,.  Peck  was  orator.  There 
was  also  a  German  oration  by  Rev.  E.  Zuerrer.  The  day  was  full  of  novel 
and  mteresting  scenes,  including  the  parade  of  the  "Hipizorinktums,"  the 
base  li  i^l  dubs,  music,  and  foot  and  horse  racing,  the  wind  being  too  strong 
for  the  balloon  to  "go  uj)'"  as  a<lvertised. 

In  a  company  was  formed  and  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 

building  a  town  hall,  which  was  completed  in  Fdmiary,  1888. 

It  was  in  1886  that  the  people  caught  the  county-seat  fever  and  on  paper 
(only)  made  a  fair  showing.  They  also  wanted  the  division  of  the  North- 
western road,  but  failed  in  the  two  projects. 
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TOWNSHIP  NOTES. 


In  addition  to  what  ha?  already  been  said  l)v  Mr.  Algyer,  in  iiis  article 
on  the  history  of  Union  township  and  Paullina,  it  may  be  added  that  Union 
township,  second  from  the  west  and  first  from  the  southern  line  of  the  county, 
had  a  population  in  1910  of  six  hundred  and  seven. 

The  Norwegians  were  early  >cttlcrs  in  this  part  <>t  the  county.  The 
first  to  locate  were  O.  S.  and  (  .  R.  W  est,  acconipanie<l  by  their  tnotbor  and 
S.  J.  Norland,  all  coming  I rtJtn  Marshall  county.  These  all  came  in  the  spring 
of  1883,  locating  on  section  13.  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Paullina. 

In  the  fall  of  1883  O.  P.  Tjossem  and  L.  Goodmanson.  of  Marshall 
county.  .Severt  T..  Tow.  A.  L.  Tow  an<l  11.  (  iradcn.  of  Henton  county,  with 
O.  P.  Tjo.sseni.  oi  Ida  county,  piircba>ed  all  nt  section  jf.  in  Hale  t< >\\ i!--nii). 
and  had  more  or  les<  to  dn  with  the  dm ili >piiK-nt  of  I'liiitu  townshi])  as  the 
years  went  by.  These,  w  ith  the  \  ankcc  settlers  who  came  in  a  little  later, 
made  up  the  picmeers  of  this  township.  Aside  from  the  business  transacted 
at  Paullina,  this  is  purely  an  agricultural  district  and  is  among  the  finest 
■  garden  spots  to  be  found  in  the  great  and  growing  Northwest 


Liberty  township  was  or|,Miii/t<l  in  1869  as  one  of  the  three  town- 


There  was  not  much  improvement  or  selllement  in  Liberty  township 
until  the  building  of  the  Sioux  Falls  ami  Gicrokce  branch  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad  in  1887.  It  is  in  a  beautiful  and  very  productive  portion 
of  O'Brien  county  and  has  a  population  of  about  six  hundred  and  sixty. 
Its  town  and  trading'  plarr  is  ralumet.  which  luifortunately  is  not  situated  at 
the  cri»>iiig  of  the  two  railroa<ls  that  cross  the  township,  the  Northwest- 
ern and  Illinois  Central  lines.  It  is  KKated  on  section  22  and  is  a  sprightly 
town  for  its  size.  It  is  on  a  fine  prairie  land  and  has  two  principal  busi- 
ness streets,  running  north  and  south  and  east  and  west.  .After  the 
completion  of  the  track  layinjj  in  the  autumn  of  1887,  *he  first  Iniilding 
erecte<l  was  the  dei)ot.  The  tir-.t  to  luiild  on  the  town  site  was  a  cari>cnter 
nameil  Dougla.ss.  The  tirst  dealers  to  iniild  were  Wheelock  Brothers,  carry- 
ing a  general  stock  of  merchandise.  After  many  changes  the  business  was 
finally  purchased  by  D.  C.  Fields,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  township 
of  Liberty.   A  postoffice  was  established  as  soon  as  the  town  wafc  pilatted;, 
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ships  of  the  county,  as  then  divided. 
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and  the  first  postmaster  and  dejwit  agent  was  Mr.  Th(>rnl)urg,  wlio  in  tnm 
followed  l)v  Messrs  Jones  and  (leorj^e  l^eitsteek.  'I"lie  ("lennan  parsonage 
was  atnung  the  lirst  houses  erected  ami  that  serveil  iur  a  time  for  a  hutel. 
but  in  1890  a  hotel  proper  was  built.  In  1897  the  town  contained  several 
good  business  houses,  including  the  business  carrie<l  on  by  the  J.  H.  Queal 
Lumber  Comjjany,  the  elevator,  etc  The  Methochst  Episcopal  and  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  chnrdies  were  tlie  first  in  ilu-  rLlij^ioiis  tield  at  Calumet.  The 
Calumet  Bank  was  established  in  i»S«>9  In  H(jrstman  Bros.  &  Seaman,  of 
Sutherland,  who  sold  to  John  C  Craig  in  1890  (see  Banking  chapter). 
In  1895  Caluniet  was  incorporated  and  the  court's  order  answering  the  peti- 
tion of  the  citizens  interested  made  the  town  to  cdm]»rise  "The  south  half 
of  the  northwest  «|uarter  and  the  north  half  of  the  -.ou'liea^l  i|uarter  of 
i>ectiuii  22,  Liberty  township."  The  incorpi>ratuig  cunimissiuners  appoint- 
ed by  the  court  were  W.  M.  Bunce.  B.  Harrington.  J.  W.  Xeild.  L.  Reifsteck 
and  D.  C.  Fields.  At  the  election  to  see  whether  the  town  should  be 
incorporated  or  ni»t.  the  vote  •<tood  nineteen  for  and  ten  against.  The 
measure  lia\  int;  carried,  llie  t'lr^i  eU-ctiou  for  town  officers  wa--  licM  April 
17,  1895.  hen  the  following  were  elected:  W.  M.  Bimce.  mayor;  J.  W. 
Xeild.  rec<»rder:  L.  Reifsteck.  D.  C.  Fields,  Ernest  Pape.  E.  \V.  McComber, 
Peter  Rehder  and  Lewis  Meade,  counctlmen.  The  mayors  of  the  place  have 
Ijeen  William  M.  Bunce.  many  years;  George  Reifsteck.  many  years;  Fred 
Xolt.  K.  Mann.  The  town  officers  in  191 3  are:  Mayor.  E.  Mann;  recorder. 
.\.  Sohm;  treasurer,  I-'rank  Wordeii:  councilincn.  I'.rnest  BoUU.  J.  W.  Math- 
ern.  John  Kiechers.  William  Meier  and  l-'red  Xott. 

Caluniet  has  a  good  town  hall,  erected  in  1889-90,  at  a  cost  of  four 
thousand  dollars.  It  seats  three  hundred  and  has  a  large  stage.  It  stands 
on  the  north  <ide  of  Main  Street  and  was  built  by  the  subscriptions  of 
citizens  in  both  the  town  an«l  township.  It  is  uM-d  free  of  co-.t  to  *he 
people  «»f  the  neighborhood;  they  only  have  to  pnivide  the  lights  and  fuel. 
Here  are  held  the  public  meetings  and  gatherings  of  the  neighborhood. 
The  town  also  purchased  a  full  block  for  park  purposes  and  in  1906  there 
were  planted  out  fourteen  hundred  maple  anti  bf)X  elder  trees,  and  these 
have  alreadv  come  to  he  a  lian<lsoine  sight  and  provide  a  good  shade  in 
summer  time.  .At  the  entrance  to  the  park  stands  a  Cnitetl  States  cannon, 
seairecf  through  the  efforts  of  the  late  honored  Congres.snian.  Elbert  H. 
Hubbard,  of  Sioux  City. 

The  only  fire  protection  of  Calumet  is  the  chenncal  engine,  two  street 
wells,  with  hose  am!  hook  and  ladder  appliances.  The  electric  light  plant 
of  the  town  is  the  private  proiierty  of  Fred  Xott.    It  was  installed  in  191 1. 


444 


O'BRIEN*  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES.  IOWA. 


and  SUi)i)Iif>  the  town  with  a  twenty-four-hour  M-rvire  in  the  most  modern 
service  ol  lii^htiiitr  The  tnwn  is  in  touch  witli  tlic  uutsiile  worM  l)v  the 
use  of  the  Cahimci  telephone  line.  toi;ether  with  twelve  farniers'  hnes.  and 
the  Iowa  State  and  New  State  conii>any's  lines,  with  which  the  Calumet  line 
connects. 

A  goml  brass  band  was  organized  licre  a  few  years  since,  ctmsisting 
of  twenty-twit  ]>ieces.  It  was  fdrnu'd  and  is  iiistructe<l  by  the  foreman 
of  the  Printt/liar  Bell,  Ralph  Langley.    It  is  a  credit  to  the  vicinity. 

The  history  of  the  Calumet  i>ustoti[ice  shows  that  one  was  established 
here  as  soon  as  the  place  was  platted.  The  depot  agent,  Mr.  Thomburg,  was 
made  first  postmaster  and  was  succeeded  as  follows:  D.  C.  I""ields.  Daniel 
ITarrinuni 111,  Gei^rge  Keif-.teck.  l-'./r.i  McCumhcr,  Thomas  Rehder  and  the 
present  incumbent,  (iusl  Linneweh.  in  whose  store  the  postoflice  is  miw  kept. 

On  May  19.  iSy/.  Cahunet  met  with  a  serious  loss  by  reason  of  a  sweep- 
ing fire,  destroying  five  of  its  best  business  houses.  Books«  papers  and 
goods  were  totally  destroyed  by  the  Haines  of  that  fire.  The  total  loss 
was  estimated  at  the  time  at  alxntt  twelve  thousand  <lollars. 

The  present  po|nilation  i<t  C  ahiniet  i>  about  ilirec  hundred.  The  busi- 
ness interests  uf  the  place  ui  the  autumn  of  19 13  were  as  follows: 

Bank — Bank  of  Calumet,  George  Reifsteck. 

Barber — ^Jcss  Redmann. 
*    TMacksmith  and  machinery— E.  Boldt. 

Cream  station — R.  Branco. 

Concrete  britlge  work — Lewis  .Mead. 

Cement  factory — Frank  Worden. 

Confectionery — ^Theo.  Steen. 

Contractor  and  builder — .\.  F.  Sohm. 

Drugs--!.  1'".  I'arnsworth. 

Elevator — E-  Mann. 

Garage — ^Fred  Nott. 

Hotel — Otto  Grutzmann.  , 

Hardware  and  furniture — James  EwaldL 

Harness — C.  H.  Merry. 

Lumber — J.  H.  Oueal  &  Co. 

Livery — Henry  Wolter. 

Meats — A.  Mueller. 

Merchandise  ( i;t  neral  stores) — Gust  Linneweh,  Henry  Freer. 

Xewspaper - -Tlie  / tuU^pi-ndcnt. 
Pool  hall — ^John  Schimnier. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


O'BKIEN  and  OSCEOLjV  COL  NTIES,  loWA. 


445 


Physicians  and  surgeons— Dr.  O.  T.  Jacobs,  Dr.  Sievers. 

Slock  buyer — Henry  Wolter. 

Telephones — Cahimet  Iowa  I  c Icphonc  Lonipuny  and  Xew  State  Tele- 
phone ComiMiiy,  I'earl  Steen  operator. 

The  town  supports  two  churches,  the  Methodist  and  German  Evangelical, 

an  account  oi  which  is  found  in  the  chapter  on  churches. 

W  hat  is  known  as  an  imlependent  schrwd  in  Liberty  township  is  lo- 
caii'I  ;u  llie  incorporation  line  of  (  ahnnct.  where,  in  ic)io.  at  the  expense 
ol  .seven  thousand  hve  hundred  dollars,  a  modern  schi>»jl  house  was  erecied. 
It  is  on  section  22  and  is  free  to  all  pupils  within  the  townships. 

WATERMAN  TOWNSHIP. 

The  whole  county  was  at  first  one  township,  and  called  Waterman 
township  after  Hannibal  H.  Waterman,  the  first  inhabitant  of  the  county, 

as  was  likew  ise  Watt  rni.in  river  named  for  him.  On  Xoveml>er  10.  1861, 
what  is  now  IlartU-\.  Lituohi.  i  ranklin.  I  ldsd.  Oineija,  (.  enter.  Summit. 
Carroll.  Dale,  liaker.  Union  and  Caledonia  was  organized  into  O'Brien 
township  and  the  first  election  cwdered  to  be  held  at  tiie  house  of  Archibald 
Murray.  March  1.  1861.  The  county  continue<l  with  these  two  townships, 
Watcnii.ui  aii<l  ( )  T.rien,  until  September  24,  1869,  when  O'Brien  township 
was  discanlfd  and  the  coimty  was  (hvided  into  three  townships  as  follows: 
Waterman  township  to  consist  of  what  is  n«nv  Waterman.  Highland.  Center, 
Lincoln,  and  the  south  tier  of  sections  of  Grant.  Grant  township  to  consist 
of  what  is  now  Grant,  except  the  south  tier  of  sections.  Grant  township 
was  named  after  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  Liberty  townshii*  to  consist  of  what 
is  now  Liberty.  I'nion.  Dale.  Summit,  Caledonia.  Franklin.  Baker.  Carroll 
and  Moyd  tow  nshijjs. 

On  January  3,  1870.  the  .Mniih  tier  of  sections  uf  what  is  now  tirant 
was  set  apart  from  Waterman  to  Grant,  except  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  36  of  same.  On  January  21.  1871,  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
36  of  same  was  likewise  set  l)ack  to  Grant. 

Thf  first  >cttlejnent  etiVctt-d  within  the  Ixfrdt  rs  ..|'  (  )  i',rini  iimnty  was 
by  Hannibal  11.  Waterman,  who  with  his  wile  Hannah  H.  and  their  one 
chiUI.  Emily  A.  Waterman,  came  in  from  Bremer  count)-.  Iowa,  during 
the  month  of  July,  1856,  fifty-seven  years  ago.  They  came  with  an  ox 
team  and  ha<l  alt  of  their  household  goo.ls  along  with  them.  The  jiovem- 
ment  land  haci  not  as  yet  been  surveyed.  >o  Mr.  Waterm.in  became  a  "si|uat- 
ter,"  following  up  his  tiling,  later,  when  the  land  ortice  wa.s  e.>  ablishe«l 
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at  Sioux  City.  He  selected  for  his  claim  the  northwest  (juarter  of  section 
22.  township  <>}.  ranj,'*'  V)  in  Waterman  civil  tnwnship.    There  he 

erected  a  log  house,  cij^htccii  In  twenty-two  lect.  il  stood  in  all  its  glory, 
the  pioneer  dwelling  place  of  a  brave,  praiseworthy  man  now  so  well  known 
in  the  coimty.  but  who  has  long  since  passed  from  earth's  shining  circle. 
His  next  honse  was  built  in  i860,  a  much  better  building.  an<l  this  served 
until  1887.  wben  it  was  Inirned  in  the  mon'li  of  Ajiril.  In  the  log 
cabin,  tirst  used  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman,  was  born  the  tirst  child  t(» 
see  the  light  of  day  in  O'Brien  county,  as  fur  as  is  known  among  the  white 
race.  This  child  was  Anna  Waterman,  who  became  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Ken- 
yon,  and  in  1888  lived  in  Woodbine.  Harrison  county,  Iowa,  where  in 
December.  1889.  she  died. 

This  townshij)  of  Waterman  was  indeed  the  mother  hive  of  all  the 
townships.  Several  men  later  prominent  in  the  public  al'iairs  homestcaded 
in  this  tOM\'nship.  Among  them  was  Ed.  C.  Brown,  lor  thirty  years  a 
banker  in  Sheldon,  who  homesteaded  on  section  30.  Archibald  Murray,  who 
figured  so  much  in  this  history,  in  the  early  day.  filed  the  first  homestead 
entry  oti  the  west  half  i>f  the  southwest  (|uartcr  of  section  14  Rd.  .A. 
.\isseii,  who  was  an  early  sheriff  for  eight  years,  seuleil  on  section  8,  and 
Michael  Sweeney  m  sectkm  14.  Silas  Stede.  still  residing  at  Suthariand, 
on  secti<m  18.  Henry  C.  Tiffey,  who  was  on  hand  at  the  very  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  and  who  sold  to  the  county  forty  acres  for  court  house 
purposes,  settled  on  section  3^).  Wilhaiii  Unustnn  Woods,  popnlarh  known 
as  "Huse"  Woods,  and  who  was  tbe  main  leader  in  the  I  axpaycrs'  .\ssixiation 
movement  and  made  a  \'igorous  fight  to  get  rid  of  the  old  Ijad  debt  from  his 
viewpoint,  on  section  8.  We  have  already  in  other  items  recited  Hanni- 
bal \\  atcrman's  early  life  in  the  county,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  re- 
peat it  here. 

We  will  rctu.'irk  iu  m  ncra].  rci.itii!"^  t"  these  old  b<  »MK-stca(lci  s.  tlicre 
were  about  six  hundred  in  all,  and  a  complete  list  of  them  may  Ik;  found  in 
the  hook  of  original  entries,  a  book  made  up  and  certified  to  at  the  United 
States  land  office. 

The  next  settler  to  occupy  the  land  ()f  this  goodly  county  was  he  so 
well-knitwii  as  "Dutch  Fred."  <ir  Fred  I'eldman.  who.  it  is  related,  was  a 
real  character  study,  being  o(Ul  and  original  in  all  his  manners.  He  claim- 
ed to  have  been  a  deserter  from  King  William's  army  in  Germany.  He 
was  wont  to  remark  that  here  ".All  hold  office  but  me.  and  I  am  de  beoples." 
Me  lived  a  secluded,  lonely  life  and  in  1873  was  taken  ill.  and  when  his 
true  condition  was  known  he  was  kindly  and  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  will- 
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ing  hands  uf  the  pioneer  settlers.  He  refused  to  have  a  doctor  called  and 
said  liis  time  had  conic,  and  wished  to  die,  and  he  di<l  die  and  was  hnricd  on 
hi>  <<\\n  claim  in  W  aterman  township.  His  claim  was  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  34,  township  94,  range  39, 

Following  the  last  named  settler  came  in  Daniel  \V.  Inman  and  brother, 
Chester  W.  Inman ;  these  came  in  the  spring  of  1868.  and  were  followed  the 
same  season  by  Several  others,  and  W.  H.  Baker  came  in  the  sjji  ing  of  1869. 
(  .  W.  [mnan  married  Kate,  daughter  ot  W.  II.  Baker.  D.  \\  .  himan  emi- 
grated to  Oregon  many  years  ago  and  his  l)rother.  (".  W  .  died  in  iSu  i,  at  the 
hand.s  of  a  neighbor,  who  wa>  convicted  of  nian>laiighler  and  .>>erved  two 
years  in  the  penitentiary.  Inman  was  known  as  Major  Inman,  having  served 
in  the  Union  cause  in  Civil-war  days  and  participated  in  the  last  battle  of  that 
great  conflict.  FJentonville.  where  he  commanded  the  advance  |)icket  line, 
under  ■^urh  liard  tiring  that  his  confhict  was  mentioned  by  General  Logan  in 
hi>  otlicial  reports.    His  widow  settled  in  Primghar. 

Another  settler  who  came  in  about  that  date  was  H.  F.  Smith  ("Hank  "J, 
who.  in  February.  18G8.  when  a  mere  strippling  of  a  boy,  landed  in  Old 
O'Brien  and  \  iewed  all  of  the  first  events  of  that  historic  starting  point  and 
landmark  of  O'lSrien  county.  The  first  settlers,  some  of  them,  had  left,  but 
those  still  residing  there  when  Smith  catne  in  were  the  Inman  hoys.  R,  B. 
Crego,  H.  H.  Waterman,  A.  Murray  and  .\ndrcw  Brt>wn,  a  school  teacher. 
Young  Smith  was  not  of  age  and  could  not  enter  land,  but  worked  in  the 
neighborhood  faithfully  until  he  became  old  enough  to  act  like  other  men. 
He  followed  teaming  for  the  most  part.  The  same  year  he  came  the  settle- 
ment was  added  to  hy  the  advent  ot  p..  T.  I'arker,  then  al)ont  the  same  age  of 
Hank  Smith,  both  being  counted  the  liveliest  lads  in  the  new  county.  I'arker 
and  his  brother,  H.  F..  came  together,  driving  across  the  state  of  Iowa  with 
a  horse  and  buggy,  but  walked  most  of  the  way  on  account  of  bad  roads  and 
a  heavy  load  of  .supplies.  Parker  came  chiefly  with  the  view  of  trapping 
and  hunting.  He  traded  his  horse  off  and  -i  cured  a  mule  team  and  was  the 
happiest  of  nmrtaU  at  tlie  [xwsf^sion  of  a  real  giiuiiue  teaiu  of  mules.  It  wa^ 
not  long  before  Hank  .*>uiitii  and  l-".d  Parker  were  partners  atul  doing  a  very 
extensive  teaming  and  freighting  business.  They  l)uilt  the  tirst  bridge  in 
O'Brien  county,  though  thousands  of  dollars  had  been  appropriated  for  such 
purposes  in  this  cotmty  prior  to  that  date  This  bridge  was  over  a  creek  east 
of  Old  O'Brien,  not  far  out  from  that  viltege. 

In  speaking  of  this  pioneer  bridge,  a  writer  many  years  since  <in\(\: 
"They  cut  the  native  timber,  made  it  inti>  the  pntper  length  of  logs,  of  which 
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there  were  four,  stretcheil  acruss  t!u-  run  on  proper  rests,  and  on  these  were 
placed  five  cross  pieces.  They  then  hauletl  logs  to  Peterson's  mill,  whicii  were 
sawed  into  planks,  and  with  these  in  place,  and  the  gradnig  complelcd.  the 
bridge  was  done,  and  tt  was  a  good  job.  The  boys  were  two  days  in  building 
it,  and  got  two  dollars  per  day  each,  thus  earning  eight  dollars  between  them, 
but  the  bridge  cost  the  county  live  hundred  dollars,  as  this  amount  in  war- 
rants was  issued  to  the  contractor." 

S(K)n  after  Park'T'"^  arrival  at  Old  O'Brien,  he  went  out  on  a  huntin.ii 
expedition  in  tiic  liniljcr  ol  W  aterman  township  and  at  a  point  a  mile  distant 
from  pioneer  Baker's  house,  he  killed  a  deer,  which  was  brought  in  by  the 
men  in  town,  after  Parker  had  informed  them  of  his  success  at  shootii^ 
game. 

But  prior  to  the  cominj^  "i"  Smith  and  Parker,  there  came  S.  B.  Hurlbert, 
commonly  called  "(lovernor"  Hurlbert.  He  came  into  the  township  in  the 
autumn  of  1866,  and  his  wile  was  the  first  white  woman  who  ever  lived  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Little  Sioux  river  in  O'Brien  county.  Hurlbert  coin- 
structed  what  was  styled  a  trapper's  fort  at  the  mouth  of  what  has  since  been 
styled  Hnrlbert's  creek,  and  there  put  in  several  seasons  at  trapping  and 
huntinjf.  In  the  fall  of  iRfV)  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  his  county.  He  was  a 
thornuj^h  fronlier'^nian  :  had  lived  in  Wrifjht  cininty.  this  state,  at  an  early 
day,  when  the  family  of  which  he  was  a  member  had  to  ijo  seventy  miles  to 
mill.  He  later  removed  to  Texas,  where  he  engaged  in  photograjihing. 

The  old  Major  Inman  house  was  burned  in  March,  1897.  It  was  first 
started  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  and  several  years  later  it  was  largely  added 
to.  The  lower  story  was  of  stone,  while  the  rvinaindor  was  of  frame.  Tt 
was  near  Waterman  cmk.  In  the  constnutii m  of  the  original  part  i>f  this 
hou.se  the  lumber  was  hauled  from  I'ort  Oinlge.  1  he  farm  on  which  it 
Stood  was  what  is  now  known  as  the  Cedar  Cliff  farm,  later  owned  by  Messrs. 
Peck.  Artherholt  and  Ingham ;  It  is  a  part  of  section  26.  On  the  same  sec- 
tioii  (it  ori^e  Hulbert  built  his  log  cabin  in  1867,  afterwards  selling  his  claim 
tu  Major  Inman. 

SUTHERLAND. 

Sutherland  is  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad  line,  on  section 

7,  and  was  named  for  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  who  was  visiting'  a  railroad 
oHicial  at  the  <Iate  the  town  was  projected,  hence  he  named  it  in  honor  of 
him.  it  is  related. 

Joseph  Cowen  erected  the  tirst  building  on  the  plat  in  1882.    I'hc  West- 
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eni  Town  Lot  Company,  of  course,  laid  out  this  as  well  as  numerous  other 
town  sites  along  this  line  of  road.  G.  W.  Meader  built  the  first  store  build- 
ing, and  in  it  was  kept  a  hardware  stock.  Charles  Briggs  started  the  second 

lianlware  store  of  the  place.  A.  M.  Cilley  was  the  first  to  (tis[)ense  drugs. 
The  Park  hotel  was  the  pioneer  traveler's  home,  erected  with  the  first  year's 
history  of  the  place.  It  was  built  by  James  Reager  and  was  known  as  the 
Reager  House. 

D.  M .  Sheldon  erected  a  buUding  for  the  first  general  stock,  but  it  was 
destrojred  by  a  cyclone  which  went  through  the  town  in  June,  1883.  Among 
the  early  buildings  in  the  place  were  the  saloon  and  the  railroad  land  office. 
The  cyclone  made  sad  work  among  the  new  buildings  and  at  first  stunned 

the  various  enterprises. 

The  real  pioneers,  all  of  whom  were  there  before  the  close  of  1883. 
were  A.  Towberman  &  Son,  furniture;  R.  M.  Van  Horn,  blacksmith;  L.  W. 
Fairbanks,  general  dealer;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Hoyt,  millinery;  H.  A.  Peck,  land 

office;  Brifjgs  &  Cobb,  druggists:  Horstman  Brothers,  general  store:  J.  F. 
Shepanl.  r<~t;mrant:  L.  .'^chwertferper.  sh<">e  store:  V'ulpamott  Brothers, 
meat  market;  J.  .\.  Slick  &  Company,  grocers  and  bouts  and  shoes;  Thomp- 
son &  Porter,  lumber  office:  F.  E.  Farnsworth,  restaurant:  Cleveland  & 
Bark,  livery  stable:  S.  Gracey,  clothier;  E.  H.  Farnsworth,  groceries  and 
provisions;  E.  C.  Cununtngs,  liveryman;  J.  B.  Dunn  &  Company,  land  oflSee; 
Sape  Ilealey.  land  office ;  n.  M.  I^iheldon  S:  Company,  grain,  coal,  stock  and 
Inmber;  M.  E.  Hoyt,  liver\  :  C.  E.  Johnson.  Cleveland  Hotel:  William  Kugel, 
barber  .shop;  D.  W.  Xicluiis.  real  estate  otiticv;  M.  D.  Purcell.  auctioneer;  J. 
M.  Louthan.  physician  and  surgeon;  J.  C.  Bonham.  homeopathic  doctor; 
George  F.  Colcord  and  J.  B.  Dunn,  attorneys-at-law.  The  above  were  alt 
identified  with  Sutherland  early  in  the  spring  of  1884. 

The  newsjiapers  of  Sutherland  will  be  treated  in  the  Press  chapter. 

One  of  till-  latent  factors  in  .'Sutherland,  and  one  that  tends  to  show  the 
character  and  intellect  of  the  population,  is  the  well  selected  list  of  volumes 
in  the  public  library.  It  is  known  as  the  Baker  Library  and  was  named  in 
honor  of  General  Baker,  so  greatly  beloved  by  the  settlers  of  O'Brien  county. 
It  was  established  in  Waterman  township  in  1874,  and  to  Mrs.  Roma  W. 
Woods  must  ever  be  given  tnuch  credit  for  its  establishment  and  final  success. 
During  "grasshopper"  days  it  was  hard  to  keep  this  library  alive.  Mrs 
Woods,  in  a  well-written  article  in  18K4.  said:  "Two  years  of  enthu- 
siasm, in  the  centennial  year  with  it^  magnificent  promise  of  crops.  Alas!  for 
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the  library,  also  for  tis  all.  As  the  grain  was  whitening  for  the  harvest, 
locusts  filled  the  air  with  silvery  brightness,  and  covered  the  ground  with 
brown  ii|L(lincs>.  dostroyiny  the  crops  entirely." 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Doling,  ot  Liberty,  and  Stephen  Harris,  oi  i'riiii- 
ghar,  were  able  to  pay  their  interest  that  year,  and  they  atone.  The  tiext 
year  the  young  locusts  sprang  from  every  inch  of  ground 

"In  the  long  winter  that  followed,  our  library  was  a  friend  indeed.  But 
feu  loiild  pay  their  interest,  but  the  Ixioks  went  everywhere.  The  height 
had  lieen  leaehed  the  second  year,  atul  tor  six  years  \vc  traveled  the  lowlands. 
The  income  oi  the  library  was  but  nonnnal;  a  lew  new  books  were  added 
each  year  and  during  the  fourth  year  there  was  sent  a  box  of  periodicals  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Brewster,  of  New  York  City,  also  a  box  containing  forty 
choice  h<poks,  the  gift  of  Hon.  George  \V.  Ellis  and  wife.  Hon.  Edward 
Russell  and  wife  ■>(  Davenport.  Iowa,  and  Stewart  Ellis  and  wife  of  Moline. 
Illinois.  1  am  sure  these  friends  have  never  realized  how  valuable  and  timely 
were  their  gifts." 

The  county  fair  ground  is  located  immediately  adjoining  the  town  of 
Sutherland.  While  this  fair  is  county  wide  in  its  scope,  and  state  wide  in  its 
legal  intendments,  it  is  like  unto  the  state  capital  question  at  Des  Moines. 

There  can  be  but  one  state  cai)ita]  rmd  it  can  only  Ik  Uxated  in  one  sjKit.  The 
peoi)le.  '^tate  wide,  take  a  pride  in  its  greatness.  It  must  be  Iowa  size  in 
proporliuns.  Likewise  there  can  Ijc  but  one  county  fair  in  a  county.  Ues 
Mdnes  also  takes  a  city  pride  in  the  proper  appearance  and  management  of 
its  state  buildings  and  surrounding  grounds.  Lilrewise,  as  Hartley  in  civic 
pride  points  to  its  soldier's  monument,  erected  by  a  public  spirited  citizen  of 
the  county;  likewise,  as  Sanbom  delights  in  her  large  railroad  round  Ik^iusc 
and  sh<jps.  in  the  threat  work  of  preparation  in  management  of  one  iiinnlred 
miles  of  a  great  railroad  system,  in  moving  our  crops,  products  and  travel: 
likewise,  as  Sutherland  and  Sheldon  point  with  educational  pride  to  their 
public  libraries,  and  as  the  latter  points  to  its  district  fair  and  three  railroads ; 
likewise,  as  Primghar  feels  a  satisfaction  in  the  county-seat  location:  like  as 
everv  citizen  in  this  county  pr>int>;  ont  the  twenty-five  and  fifty-thousand-dollar 
farms  in  this  exclusively  agricultural  community,  so  Sutherland  points  out 
the  a>unty  fair.  Sutherland  has  indeed  for  now  twenty-seven  years  put  in 
that  energy  and  mass  citizenship  organization,  as  all  public  men  will  recognize 
as  necessary  to  keep  up  and  maintain  such  an  enterprise.  The  very  fact  that 
it  has  been  so  condticted  for  now  more  than  a  qtiarfer  of  a  century  speaks  its 
own  stability  in  public  affairs  as  so  successfully  carried  out  by  this  town. 
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The  banning  of  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  in  Sutherland  commenced 

ill  1SS4,  when  George  F.  Colcord  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
j.  I>.  Dunn  delivered  the  oration.  It  was  a  rainy  day  and  it  was  difficult  to 
carry  out  an  interesting  program.  Two  thousand  people  were  in  town  that 
day.    At  nightfall,  fireworks  illuminated  the  dark  skies. 

The  first  great  destruction  by  the  fire  fiend  was  November  30,  1884. 
when  Towberman  ft  Sons'  store  caught  fire  in  the  evening,  and  the  store  and 
contents  were  totally  ruined.    .An  implement  warehouse  was  also  burned. 

On  .\ugtist  8.  18H5.  till-  loyal  citizens  of  Sutherland  paid  their  last  Irving 
respects  to  the  dead  sohlier  and  statesman.  ex-Trosident  I'.  S.  Grant.  K.xer- 
ci.ses  were  held  in  Wotnl's  grove.  A  procession  a  full  half  mile  in  length, 
with  not  less  than  one  thousand  people,  including  many  old  Grand  Army 
comrades,  marched  in  line  to  this  beautiful  grove.  Hon.  E.  C.  Herridc.  that 
faithful  attorney  and  orator  of  Cherokee,  delivered  a  befitting  oi^tion. 

In  the  eighties  there  was  a  large  amount  of  grain  shipped  from  the  new 
town  01  Sutherland  From  .August.  1885.  to  I-'ehruary.  1886.  there  were 
>hip|)ed.  in  all.  tour  hundred  ami  fifty-seven  car  loads  of  various  kinds  of 
grain,  raised  on  the  near-by  fann  lands. 

MUNiaPAL  HISTOXY. 

Sutherland  was  legally  incorporated  in  1883.  with  officers  elected  to  serve 
anttl  the  March  election  of  18S4,  at  which  time  the  following  were  dccted 
town  dfioers:   W.  S.  Hitchings.  mayor;  C  H.  Brintnall.  recorder;  A.  M. 

("illey.  treasurer;  C.  \\'.  Inman.  assessor:  \.  TTorsttnan.  J,  M  Slick,  .A. 
(  !!li«.  (  W  r.riggs,  H.  E.  Hoagland,  C.  I'.  Graccy,  trustees;  C.  Nelson, 
street  commissioner. 

The  mayors  have  been  in  the  following  order  to  1889  (the  record  later 
Ixsing  incomplete) :  W.  S.  Hitchings.  A.  M.  Cilley.  J.  C.  Bonham,  W.  P. 
Davis,  D.  F.  Shumway.  J.  C.  Briggs,  E.  W.  Pirker.  who  commenced  in  1904. 

The  coqmration  officials  for  the  town  of  Sutherland  in  IQI.^  are:  I".  W*. 
Parker,  mayor;  C.  H.  jenuer,  clerk:  T.  R.  Hark,  treasurer:  F..  L.  Cobb, 
marshal;  J.  O.  Hakeman,  Otto  Feters.  A«lolph  JVingei  .\.  J.  Sieh.  H.  J. 
BriggSt  councilmen. 

A  good  system  of  water  works  was  provided  by  the  issuing  of  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  running  twenty  years. 
This  system  was  commenced  in  uy^T,  and  consist^;  of  a  well  two  hundred  and 
six  feet  deep  that  affords  an  abundance  of  the  purest  water.  A  svstem  of 
compressed  air  forces  the  water  over  the  town.    This,  with  a  chemical  engine, 
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ladders  and  liosc.  protects  the  place  from  fires.  The  town  also  provided  itsdf 
with  a  septic  tank  and  fflter,  which  was  planned  and  installed  by  men  of  ex- 
perience from  Ames  and  this  gives  tmiversal  satisfaction.  There  are  two  and 
a  half  acres  n\  land  <>n  which  the  city  has  it>  waterworks  jilant. 

In  U)o(}  a  c  iimplete  sewer  >;ystem  wa^  installed  in  Siitherlantl.  mnkiiig 
it  a  healthy  town  in  which  to  reside.    In  the  anthorities  purchased  a 

full  block  of  four  hundred  feet  sc|uare.  for  park  purijoses,  and  the  same  year 
planted  out  many  hundreds  of  beautiful  maple,  elm  and  ash  trees.  These 
have  alread)  made  a  tine  growth  and  in  the  summer  the  lawn  is  kept  well 
ni<>we<l  and  cared  titr  hy  cnmpetetif  persons,  making  tlii<  spot  one  of  rare 
beauty.    Here  the  natue  MrcU  and  --iinirrels  abound  in  tjoudly  niinihers. 

The  lighting  of  the  town  is  turni-.lKd  l>y  a  private  c<jrix>ration  known 
as  the  Peterson  Power  and  Mill  Conipan> ,  which  established  here  a  lighting 
system  by  electricity  derived  from  the  power  gained  by  the  dam  across  the 
river  at  Peterson.    This  improvement  came  t<.  Smlu  Hand  in  1913. 

The  postoffice  at  Sutherland  is  of  the  third  class  and  has  three  rural 
free  delivery  routes  estendin.ii  to  the  country  adiacent  The  foll<nvinjj  have 
served  as  postmasters  here:  li.  H.  Karnswurth.  July.  1884,  to  I'ebruary, 
i8ft6:  H.  \,  Sage,  from  February.  1886,  to  October.  1889;  C.  E.  Achom, 
from  October,  1889,  to  June.  1893;  George  Colcord.  from  June.  1893,  to 
June.  1897;  H.  L.  Chesley.  from  i8<)7  to  June.  1906:  Mrs.  Edna  Chesley, 
Jitne.  1906,  to  October,  1907:  Charles  \V.  Briggs,  from  October.  1907.  to 
present  date. 

BI  SIXKSS  KACTOKS  Ot"  MJI.V 

In  the  month  of  November.  1913.  the  following  were  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  Stitherland : 

Auto  .a;ara|^e■^ — l.ewi>(;oss.  j-rank  Klcnia.  Marcus  Jones. 

Hanks — .State  and  I'irst  Savings. 

Barber  shops — ^John  Hamann,  Thomas  Doling. 

Blacksmith  shops — Oliver  Smith,  Charles  Spencer. 

cv.rn-pl..w  shovel  factory — Charles  Burmeister. 

C'lothiuij — J.  (".  PauKen. 

(  Veauiery—  Mr.  C  hristenscn. 

Drugs — Ray  Crum. 

Dentist — Dr.  Kenderdine. 

Dray  lines — Powell  &  Townsend,  D.  W.  Parks. 

Furniture — A.  J.  Innis. 
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General  stores — E.  Lampman  &  Son;  W.  H.  Plager,  A.  H.  Schultz, 
Fanners  Co-Operative  Store  and  E.  B.  Michael. 

drain  dealers — FaniKr^  Co-Operative  Company.  Metcalf  &  Cannon. 

Udtel — The  Citv,  liy  Mrs.  Crcene. 

Hardware — J.  ( ).  Hakeman.  Charles  \'an  Etten. 

Hack  line — ^J.  Coulter. 

Harness  shop— C  H.  Merry. 

Implements — R.  H.  Tinkham.  D.  S.  Shumway.  Charles  Nott. 

Jewelers— Charle-  Si.iirlock,  W.  J.  Pickrell. 

Livery—  [.,  (  ).  P.idwell. 

LuniiK-r  dealers — j.  II.  (jneal  it  Co..  A.  J.  Sieh. 

McAi  market — A.  Mueller. 

Millinery — ^Miss  Olds  and  Miss  Strand. 

Newspaper — The  Courier. 

Opera  House — Charles  Nott. 

Physicians — D.  T.  Kas.  B.  S.  Louthan.  E.  W.  Parker.  V.  L.  Nichols, 
G.  A.  Aupeile. 

Photograph — ^J.  C.  Claussen. 

Produce — ^Hanfords  Produce  Company. 

Pool  halls— Fred  Nott.  Will  Behmer,  Dick  Runipcr 

Restaurant.s — H.  J-  Brijjs^s,  Burt  Phinney,  Andrew  Hilliert,  Mrs.  Butler. 

Stock  dealers — .\lctcalf  .S.  Cannon,  Ja  Shaeffer,  Otto  Peters. 

Shoe  shop — Henry  Goetch. 

Well  maker— Ed.  Qift 

The  kidges  of  the  town  are  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of 

Pythias;  sec  chapter  on  KhIkos  in  tliis  volume. 

The  dnirches  are  the  MetlKxlist.  Oiristian  and  Catholic,  all  mentioned 
in  the  cinirch  chapter.  See  account  of  the  N.  B.  Baker  public  library,  by 
Mrs.  Woods. 

Many  year.s  ago  there  was  organized  here  a  Good  Temidars  lodge  and 
they  were  provided  with  a  suitable  hall  which  is  still  m  use.  This  organiza- 
tion accomplished  much  good  in  and  around  Sutherland. 

COMMENT  IN  UK.NEKAL  ON  A  FIONKKK  I'llASE. 

The  writer  participated  for  thirty  years  in  many  of  the  pioneer  strenuous 

incidents,  as  for  instance,  the  fraudulent  deht  excitements,  the  Sanborn  raid, 
the  squatter  questions,  with  its  contests  for  possession,  ami  the  county-seat 
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contests  and  other  itehis.  While  on  sundry  of  these  excitable  occasions  they 
became  in  effect  tunuilts,  and  while  1  knew  at  times  that  many  had  revolvers, 
it  never  occurred  to  me  that  1  needed  one.  or  that  1  even  desire<i  to  hurt  any 
person  physically.  1  always  treated  e\  en  those  excitements  as  merely  public 
questions,  in  whidi  I  was  but  an  individual  part.  I  never  in  my  life  carried 
a  revolver  for  a  single  hour.  Even  in  the  midst  of  the  Sanborn  raid,  in 
which  I  took  a  part,  George  W.  Schee  and  myself,  right  there  on  the  ground 
while  it  was  going;  on,  talked  of  it  and  decided  that  whatever  else  took  place 
we  would  hold  our  tciniH-r  and  not  l)ring  on  a  conflict,  thouj^h  we  did  partici- 
pate in  cutting  harness  and  pulling  the  nuts  off  the  wagon  wheels,  but  in  the 
act  decided  that  we  would  desist  if  a  physical  conflict  came  on.  We  tlien 
and  there  decided  that  the  merits  of  the  question  would  solve  the  proposition. 
Indeed  I  don't  think,  serious  though  it  was,  that  I  ever  had  as  much  solid 
amusement  and  fun  and  laughter,  so  to  spoak.  as  I  did  during  the  week  of  the 
Sanborn  raid  on  tin-  cmrt  house,  witli  all  its  details  and  jokes  and  oddities, 
though  we  all  insisted  on  the  rights  of  the  public  and  the  county  as  we  viewed 
it.  The  reader  will  perhaps  pardon  the  use  of  the  pronoun  I  by  ^  writer 
hereof  at  times,  inasmuch  as  he  personally  participated  In  these  matters. 
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(/SRIEN  OOUHTY  IN  THE  BUKOROUS. 

The  early  days  produced  its  stern,  quaint  and  eccentric  characters  on 
many  lines,  who  did  business,  and  brought  resold  to  pass,  and  made  suc- 
cesses m  O'Brien  ooimty. 

DR.  CLANNING  LONGSHORE  CURED  HIM. 

Dr.  Clanning  Longshore,  of  Sheldon,  was  an  early,  eccentric  and  aUe 

physician.  He  was  called  to  a  gentleman  patient,  in  bed  on  his  back. 
\\  hether  the  eccentric  doctor  Iiad  his  doubts  or  why,  but  as  a  remedial  opera- 
tion all  but  surgical,  in  his  rough  and  tumble  manner  he  actually  got  into 
bed  with  him,  and  began  to  roll  him  and  tumble  him,  very  much  a  la  John 
Sullivan,  with  the  patient  heroically  remonstrating  and  finally  ydliiq^  that 
it  would  break  his  back,  with  the  doctor  all  the  time  vigorously  oonttnuing 
to  demonstrate  as  if  at  a  clinic  and  retorting  that  that  was  what  he  was  trying 
to  do.  to  hri-ak  his  (adjective)  hack  and  limber  him  up  and  get  him  out  of 
that  bed  forthwith  and  immediately.  The  patient  was  only  too  glad  to  get 
up  and  run  clear  out  of  the  house,  swearing  that  it  was  the  (adjective)  dose 
of  medicine  or  stu-gery  he  ever  took  in  his  life.  He  literally  got  him  up  off 
a  sick  bed  in  real  earnest. 

JOKES  OFTEN  ILLUSTR.VTE  FACTS, 

We  will  not  to  any  extent  give  place  to  small  jokes,  but.  for  spice  herein, 

will  give  space  to  some  jokes  which  illustrate  some  early  quaint  surroundings 
and  the  fears,  doings  and  facts  in  the  county. 

"pomp"  m'cormack's  ivdian  scare. 

As  heret<T!'ore  remarked,  "IV)m|)""  McCormack  was  an  inveterate  joker, 
not  incrolv  \sitli  individual,  hnt  with  the  whole  community.  What  was 
known  as  ilic  "i'nmghar  Art  League,"  a  circle  of  thirty  who  lor  ten  years 
in  early  days  conducted  a  weekly  discussion  of  current  events  and  questions 
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at  till-  lionics.  held  an  animal  out  in-  i)icnic  on  the  Watcrimn.  With  their 
friciuls.  mi  this  nccasinn  they  mimlicrcd  seventy,  tj-'int,'  d-'wii  in  Inij^s^y  convey- 
ance lor  the  day.  "I'om|)"  was  early  in  the  niornnii.'  un  haiul  anil  down  on 
the  W  aterman,  as  an  advance  current  event.  Tlie  crowd  even  were  not 
appraised  of  it.  only  a  few.  He  had  been  on  the  stage  in  early  life  and 
knew  how  to  "make  up"  a  character.  He  dressetl  tip  as  a  veritable  Indian 
and  went  <l>>vn  all  prepared  uitli  actual  pony,  feathers,  rifle,  blanket  and 
tomahawk,  witli  .ill  the  >,'e>tiire^.  lie  also  inade  tip  similarlv  several  of  the 
boys  on  liand.  I  hey  tirst  gave  out  alonj;  the  route  that  a  hand  ot  Inrlians 
vrtrt  on  the  Waterman.  .\s  the  crowd  proceeded  along  the  roa<l.  "  Pomp's" 
advance  Iwys  liad  started  up  in  curiosity,  if  not  frig^ht.  and  warned  them  of 
the  fact.  At  the  jMiint  of  the  picnic  on  the  Waterman,  on  the  homestead  of 
n.  \.  Siittnn.  on  a  hii^h  hill  where  it  conl<I  he  -^cen  for  a  mile  or  more.  "Poni])" 
piU  U])  se\eral  \vii;\\ani  tcnt^.  uot  hi>  P"uy  and  the  l)ov<  and  e<|nipnK'nt^  inti> 
action,  and  held  a  \eriiahle  Indian  vv;ir  ilance.  with  whoops  and  yells  and 
firing  of  rifles.  The  news  spread  all  over  Grant  and  part  of  Highland  as 
the  real  thing.  Tlie  fears  handed  dmvn  from  the  real  and  awful  Spirit  Lake 
mas<icrc  were  >till  fresj-.  in  peoj>Ie's  minds.  It  was  all  humorous,  half  serious, 
atid  a  i|uitt  | nautical  and  harmless  joke,  and  worked  with  both  the  ptatickers 
and  resident  families. 

POMP  AND  JtTRGRN  REXKEK's  GARDEN  OF  EDEN. 

This  time  it  was  at  .'>lK'ld<iii.  "Pomp"  made  himself  up  as  a  genuine 
Irishman,  with  long.  Iodise  duster  that  hid  his  identity  of  body,  with  other 
make-up  to  match,  and  appeared  at  the  office  of  Jurgen  Renken  as  a  man 
with  means  seeking  to  buy  a  good  sized  farm  for  his  family  of  "byes."  Pomp 
could  imitate  the  Irish  hrojjue  to  pirfcclinn  and  keep  it  up  all  day.  Mr. 
Renken  held  larije  land  holdinfjs,  and  sold  for  others.  Mr.  Renken  wa^  a 
M'ritahic  uplit'trr  of  what  he  coidd  see  in  the  i^eimine  ([ualitio  of  the  grand 
soil  and  future  of  the  country,  and  became  quite  famous  the  c*)uniy  over  in 
spreading  the  word  of  "J^rgen  Renken's  Garden  of  Eden."  as  he  called  the 
lands  he  showed  up  to  people  and  purchasers.  "Pomp"  was  quite  anxious 
to  get  l  ocated  and  Jurgen  was  anxious  to  show  up  his  l-'den  and  make  sales 
and  .settle  up  the  nnmty.  A  land  tri])  for  miles  around  Sheldon  was  arranged, 
and  "Pomp"  and  Mr.  Renken  were  soon  driving  over  the  then  hrrvjid  prairies, 
and  "Pomp"'  all  the  time  entertaining  Mr.  Renken  in  continuous  flow  of  Irish 
wit  Though  Mr.  Renken  and  "Pomp"  were  well  acquainted,  he  did  not 
take  in  the  situation,  so  perfectly  did  Mr.  McCormack  carry  it  out.  When 
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within  about  four  miles  of  Sheldon  on  return.  "Pomp"  accidentally  (  ?)  lost 
his  handkerchief,  dropping  it.  Mr.  ftenken,  all  eager  to  serve  his  purchaser, 
jumped  out  and  back  after  it,  when  "Pomp"  drove  off  and  into  Sheldon,  with 
I  he  treats  on  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  Mr.  Renken  to  walk  into  Sheldon  four 
miles  for  his  health. 

SAME  IHISII  JOKE  IN  ANOTHER  FORM. 

"Pinnp  "  u,'^•^  -;iniilar!y  "niaiic  up"  and  with  Intii;  tUister,  af;aiii  Irish. 
The  tMwn  III"  I 'riiii^fliar  hail  in>t  ;,'ot  it>  road,  and  V..  W.  Shuck  with  others 
hail  jusi  laid  out  the  scxcrai  adtlilions  to  the  town  and  each  eager  to  sell  town 
lots  and  get  the  town  started  just  after  the  road  arrived.  Shuck  placed  the 
selling  of  lots  in  hands  of  Tom  Ward,  then  new  attorney.  "Pomp"  appeared 
at  Ward's  office  to  locate  his  "byes"  in  the  town,  and  would  build  and  im- 
prove. Slnick  was  odled  in.  as  a  secrt-t  tnatter,  not  to  allow  the  other  ajsjents 
to  get  hold  of  it.  Though  'l\jni  was  daily  with  "Pomp."  he  never  so  nuich 
as  "hooked  on."  but  bit,  with  full  mouth,  the  whole  joke.  "Pomp"  had 
elaborate  contracts  drawn,  with  all  his  objections  included.  Along  in  the 
evening,  after  sundry  consultations  and  "Pomp"  walking  both  Tom  and 
Shuck  all  over  town  lookint;  at  projK^rties  in  sell,  "Pomp"  arranged  to  have 
the  jokers  of  town  on  |i.ni<l  ;it  the  climax  of  sit^ning  np  the  contracts,  whic-h 
wa.s  all  carried  out.  when  '  Pomp  '  made  hini.self  known  in  front  of  Tom'.s 
dlice  with  the  boys  all  calling  for  the  full  treats  of  Shuck  and  Tom.  "Pomp" 
ha<l  suddenly  got  mad.  kicked  the  contract  out.  and  raised  such  rumpus  that 
the  boys  outside  all  appeared. 

THIS  TIM1-:  IT  W  A.S  TOM  ASD  POMl'  SKT  I  P  THE  PINS. 

Tom  Ward  was  absent  all  day  tryinj^  a  law  suit  at  Paidlina.  "Pomp" 
first  i^nx  all  the  town  fellows  to  dcct»ratf  idni's  front  w  indow  <  and  the  lot 
surri  lundiii;^'  on  the  plan  of  the  Siotix  rit  \  (  dm  Palace,  only  m  l)urles(|ne. 
They  planted  out  several  mws  of  the  biggest  tall,  tive-fool  weed.s  on  each  side 
of  the  office,  and  the  windows  and  front  corresponding,  this  for  Tom's  show- 
ing upon  return.  Then,  through  a  party  happening  to  be  going  to  Patdlina, 
"Pomp"  coninninicated  to  T<nii  and  arranged  for  Tom  to  have  his  leg  broke 
in  joke  an<l  word  ti>  he  seiu  hack  to  Pritughar  (lurT?i>;  the  afternoon.  The 
wortl  came  hack  sotiu  and  created  a  l(»t  of  sympathy.  \\  ord  came  tliat  a  team 
was  bringing  him  across  on  a  stretcher.  "Pomp"  then  arranged  to  have  the 
court  house  fellows  be  ready  to  carry  him  up  stairs  to  his  room  in  the  hotel. 
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It  all  worked  out  to  exact  time  and  tact.  Tom's  leg  was  all  fixed  up  true  to 
the  expert  surgeon,  ready  for  the  show  with  the  boys.  They  actually  car- 
ried him  up  stairs  by  main  strength,  some  dosen  assisting.   In  the  meantime 

"Pomp*'  had  said  to  the  town  boys  that  it  would  be  a  mean  trick  to  leave  the 
plaiitf<l  wtfd  decorations  at  his  office,  imder  such  affliction.  They  had  all 
carefully  removed  same  when  Tom  arrived.  To  routui  it  up.  when  the  right 
time  came,  and  after  they  had  all  gone  through  with  their  great  sympathies 
and  carefully  handling  him  to  his  room,  he  jumped  up  and  danced  all  over 
and  down  stairs  and  over  the  hotel,  and  all  wound  up  in  a  hilarious  time  dur- 
ing the  evening.  But  "Pomp"  could  work  both  sides  of  such  a  joke  to  per- 
fection, and  on  good  sized  scale. 

"pomp"  m'corhack  on  the  county  camtoi.  look  «tory. 

This  time  the  joke  was  on  "Pomp"  hi^l^t■l^  One  .Sunday  forenoon  a 
bunch  of  the  court  h<»ust  officials  set  up  a  job.  and  nuiuced  all  liantls.  including 
"Pomp,"  to  go  up  on  Mt.  .\ctna  to  the  top  of  the  capilol  building,  the  "Court 
House  Lookatory/*  It  worked,  without  "Pomp"  hooldng  on,  and  all  hands 
landed  in  the  cupola.  Keeping  "Ponqi"  ei^ged  in  conversation,  th^  one 
by  one  slid  down  the  ladder  in  the  attic,  and  drew  the  ladder  after  them, 
leavin;,'  "Pomp"  as  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed.  Vnr  some  reason,  he  had  no 
means  of  escape.  Tlu-  court  house  rats  for  once  in  their  lives  all  went  to 
church,  but  first  iiassing  the  word  all  along  the  line,  arotmd  the  stjuare  and  at 
holds,  that  "Pomp"  was  holding  Sunday  services  up  on  high,  but  that  no  one 
should  listen  to  him  nor  attend  u[>on  his  services.  1  fe  remained  there  until 
sometime  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  one  time  that  he  thought  justice  was 
called  for. 

mo  TIIJ.  I  C'OMK  BACK. 

It  was  Col.  Osmond  M.  Barrett,  an  attorney  at  Sheldon  and  for  eight 
years  state  senator  of  this  district,  who  loved  a  game  of  chess.  He  hired  an 
Irishman  to  dip  and  prtpare  a  liot  bed  in  the  sprini^.  He  started  the  man  at 
work  by  platting  ott  the  size  desired,  and  tuld  him  to  dig  away  until  he  re- 
turned and  went  down  town.  He  was  soon  engaged  in  a  game  of  chess.  He 
did  not  return  until  nearly  night.  As  he  approached  his  home  he  could  see 
>ome  spadefids  of  dirt  coming  up  over  a  great  pile.  The  man  had  proved 
faithful.  lie  Ii.id  iluij  a  great  hole  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep.  He  had 
dug  until  he  came  back.    It  took  another  day  to  till  it  up. 
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WOLF  SCALP  JOKE. 

J.  L.  K.  l*cck  was  county  auditor,  whose  duty  it  was  to  issue  the  bounties 
on  prairie  wdf  scalps.  George  Ginger,  of  Grant,  brought  in  six  young 
wolves  in  a  sack,  ative.   The  auditor  took  him  out  1^  the  side  of  the  court 

house  and  between  them  they  killed  the  wohes.  They  returned  to  the 
auditor's  office,  and  prepared  an  affidavit  for  Mr.  (linjjcr  to  sign  to  the  eflfect 
that  they  were  and  had  been  killed.  Mr.  (Jinger  was  somewhat  of  a  wag. 
He  remarked:  "What  a  damn  fool  that  Peck  is  to  go  out  himself  and  see 
and  help  kill  those  wolves  and  then  make  me  sign  an  affidavit  and  swear  to 
it,  that  they  were  dead." 

KOK  W.\N  r  OF  PKLJt'UlCK. 

It  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  case  that  was  called  and  ready  for  trial 

before  his  honor.  Justice  W.  11.  Hammond,  of  Grant  township,  in  an  early 
day.  The  attorney  for  the  lU  fendant  decided  to  take  a  change  of  venue.  He 
made  out  the  afhdaxit  f>>r  .same,  making  it  read  that  he  asked  a  change  oi 
venue  **For  want  of  prejudice." 

HIS  NAME  WAS  JIM. 

tt  often  happens  in  the  curious  and  wandering  individuals  who  roam 
over  the  country,  and  who  become  a  nuisance,  that  they  must  be  restrained 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  for  the  insane,  and  charged  up  to  the  county  until 
it  is  ascertained  where  they  belong.  It  also  happens  that  many  of  these 
IHMiplf  are  c\ito  enough  to  refu.se  to  give  their  names  or  homes.  One  of  these 
individuals  sonie  years  ago  was  before  the  tliree  commissioners  oi  insanity 
for  the  county.  They  were  attempting  to  ascertftin  his  home  in  order  to  get 
the  cost  of  his  care  on  to  some  other  county.  No  persuasion  could  induce 
him  to  tell.  Question:  "Where  do  you  live'"  Answer:  "In  the  United 
States."  "What  is  your  name?"  "Jim."  "W  hat  is  tin-  rest  of  your  name?" 
"Well,  when  they  got  to  Jim  they  quit."    He  was  sent  simply  as  "Jim." 

A  BUNDLE  OF  RAGS. 

The  commission  for  insanity  in  1912  had  one  very  (pieer  s])eiinien  of 
humanity  to  deal  with.  He  was  not  simply  ragged.  That  did  not  express  it. 
He  was  simply  one  mass  of  strips  and  rags  sewed  one  on  top  of  the  other. 
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He  had  newspapers  packed  in  and  around  him  and  between  the  strips  to  keep 
warm,  or  rather  to  keep  from  freezing,  for  it  was  winter.    The  commission 

stripped  from  him  every  vesti,<,'i-  of  the  one-time  clothinsj.  He  had  heen  sleep- 
ing in  hay  slacks,  barn^^.  srhiml  lionses  and  other  Hke  places,  lie  had  friLjht- 
encd  sundry  scliool  teachers.  \\  hen  people  w  ould  notice  hini.  he  wimltl  run 
on  his  hands  and  knees  through  the  com  fields.  His  clothes  were  carefully 
examined.  On  his  person,  in  rags  upon  rags  tightly  he  had  thus  sewed  up 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  bills,  many  of  which  he  said  himself  he  had 
had  since  18S0.  They  were  ^cnt  to  \\'ashini,'ton  for  redemption.  The  hills 
were  aliout  ready  to  tall  i"  iiicccs  from  (!ry  r.ii.  lie  aUo  had  one  Inindred 
and  thirty  dollars  >ewrd  up  likewise  in  gold,  all  larnisheti  from  long  years  of 
carrying  around.  He  woiUd  give  no  name  nor  place  of  residence.  He  was 
sent  as  "John  Doe."  He  .said,  on  questions  being  asked,  that  he  had  seen 
better  days.  He  was  well  educated.  Hc  was  well  |w)-ii  1  m  I  rsiiu-ss  mat- 
ters. Ik-  may  have  heen  n  college  professor  or  hanker.  Hi-  L\uUinl\  had 
family  cotuicctions  lie  would  not  divulge.  His  numey  was  returned  when 
relea>ed  from  Cherokee. 

AN  O'bRIEX  COUKTY  SOIjON. 

It  was  George  R.  Whitnier,  niemher  of  the  lower  hou-se  of  the  (.ieneral 
AssemUy  of  Iowa  in  1905,  who  was  in  his  seat,  when  a  loquacious  member 
had  been  speaking  for  an  unusually  long  time,  and  had  been  specially  loud 
and  long  in  his  quotations  from  the  Scriptures  and  in  pounding  out  his  con- 

chi<i<>ns  from  Holy  Writ.  Just  as  he  was  in  his  climax.  Mr.  Whitmer 
solemnly  rose  to  his  seat  with.  "Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  rmler." 
The  speaker  pounded  his  gavel,  and  announced  in  equally  solemn  tones,  "The 
gentleman  from  O'Brien  county  rises  to  a  point  of  order.  The  Honorable 
gentleman  from  O'Brien  county  will  state  to  the  house  his  point  of  order." 
By  this  time  it  was  all  stillness  and  attention.  Mr.  Whitmer  then  gravely 
Stated  his  point  of  order :  "Mr.  Speaker,  the  hour  for  devotions  has  expired." 

A  REVIVAL  IN  THE  COURT  ROOM. 

It  was  a  hot  aftcrtiMiMi  in  the  court  room  in  the  court  hoiist-  in  Prim!.;har. 
The  iiidL^c  was  on  ilu'  in  in  li.  A  lull  for  some  reason  was  takinj^  place.  Hon. 
."scott  .\1.  Ladd,  now  ()  i>nen  couniy  s  able  and  honored  representative,  waa 
presiding  a.^  the  then  district  court  judge.  Judge  J.  H.  Swan,  one  of  the  very 
able  attomeya  of  northwest  Iowa,  from  Sioux  City,  was  on  hand  r^resent* 
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ing  the  Sioiix  City  &  St  Panl  railroad.  The  lull  in  the  jM^edings  had 
become  oppressive.   There  was  nothing  doing,  and  Mr.  Swan,  apparently 

dozing  as  if  half  iintoncsioiis  where  he  was.  broke  out  in  a  loud  voice  with 
that  familiar  hymn.  "Rfvive  11s  aj,'ain.''  and  sung  a  whole  verse  tbrout^h.  when 
all  hands  hegan  to  realize  that  this  was  not  a  "camp  tnceling."  hut  a  solemn 
court,  when  all  hands  at  the  bar  applauded,  leaving  Judge  Swan  bowing  as 
if  before  the  footlights. 

THE  JUDGE  NEEDED  A  SWEAT. 

It  was  the  irrepressiUe  Milt  H.  Allen,  one  of  the  early  attorneys  at  the 
O'Brien  county  bar.  who  always  had  an  icicle  to  crush  down  the  back  of  the 

lin  k  f  ;  '  t  1  i.t  were  present,  or  some  other  equall\  impressive  ceremony. 
Tlu-  jiul'^^i  and  aiii>incys  were  at  the  !ni(e!.  and  the  ^i»>i\  Imlf^a-  Hutcliisfin, 
whn  aKii  loves  a  t^mxi  joke.  lia<l  returned  It  was  a  very  hot  nif;ht,  itut  late 
in  the  fall—  in  tact,  cold  spells  had  started..  The  Judge  was  asleep.  Milt 
smelled  a  good  bed-time  joke.  He  carried  all  tlie  clotlies  from  his  own  bed 
and  his  own  personal  clotlies  and  piled  them  on  top  of  the  good  judge.  Milt 
had  disrobed  to  the  night  gown  and  lay  do\\Ti.  The  judge,  however,  had 
heen  sleep'nt:  with  otie  eye  open.  Otiietly  he  rose  and  turned  the  key  in  the 
d<K)r.  It  lieing  already  the  lall  ol  the  year,  during  the  night  it  grew  very 
unpleasantly  ocJd.  Mr.  Allen  wanted  his  dothes.  He  rapped  at  the  door  of 
the  Judge's  room.  The  Judge  continued  to  sleep  soundly.  Mr.  Allen  begged 
and  continued  to  freeze  Mr  Allen  contended  that  he  was  simply  trying  to 
give  the  jud.ue  what  he  tiiou^ht  he  needed,  a  sweat  At  least  it  was  one  case 
where  he  <lid  not  >ieciire  the  ear  of  the  court.  This  iK-curred  in  a  hotel  .it 
Sibley.  Ina.snuich  as  Judge  William  llutcliin.son  Ixlongs  to  and  holds  court 
in  both  counties,  and  as  this  is  a  joint  history  of  O'Brien  and  Osceola  cotuity. 
Mr.  Allen  being  from  O'Brien  county  at  that  time,  it  is  one  case  where  the  two 
counties  come  together  in  a  court  item. 

1IF..\R  YK,  UE.\K  YK,  THE  RKCOKDlUt  S  OFFICK  IS  .NOW  OPEN. 

It  was  Dr.  Ganning  Longshore,  one  of  the  earliest  of  physicians  from 
Sheldon,  who.  in  was  elected  county  recorder      Phe  i^ood  Doctor  has 

a  i>owerful  voice.  W  hen  he  -poke  on  iIr-  street,  they  used  to  call  it  whisper- 
ing. He  had  much  of  the  idea  ol  the  humorous.  When  he  opened  ofHce  he 
Opened  court,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  a  court  and  by  the  sheriff.  He  would 
first  pound  on  the  office  door  with  three  raps,  and  in  one  of  his  whispering 
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court  onlers  \\(jiild  atinninuc  in  a  manner  that  every  court  official  woutd  hear 
and  inukrsiaiiil,  Hear  \  c,  hear  ye.  hear  ye.  the  counbr  recorder's  office  is  now 
open  and  ready  for  business." 

W.  M.  DOWNINS.  FOR  THE  DEMOCRATS.  SCORES  AN  OFFICE. 

It  was  at  the  election  of  n>o4.  I  In-  clhcc  \va«  vacant  by  naMin  ot  the 
resignation  of  l-.d.  K.  Wood  as  clerk  of  courts,  J.  F.  Boyer  had  Iwen  ap- 
pointed temporarily  to  fill  the  vacancy.  That,  however,  under  the  law,  could 
only  last  until  the  voters  would  have  an  opportunity  to  elect,  which  meant 
that  Mr.  ISoyer  would  be  clerk  until  election.  At  the  Republican  convention 
Harry  ('.  May  was  n< itiiinatcd  for  tin-  re^nilar  full  tcnii,  I>ut  no  mention  or 
even  thoiifjht  wa-  iiiadc  of  ihc  interim  term  of  ahont  a  month  and  a  half  from 
election  to  January  first.  The  Deinucrnts  at  the  election  made  no  nonnnation 
for  the  interim.  Thus  far  no  nomination  was  made.  The  Democrats  laid 
low.  The  law  further  says  that  if  no  nomination  is  made,  then  a  man  may 
be  nominated  by  jK-titioii  if  done  ten  days  l)efore  election.  Late  in  the  even- 
intj  I  if  the  tenth  (hiy  befnre  election,  the  Democrats  filed  a  petition  for  the 
nomination  of  \\ .  H.  Dovvning  for  this  month  and  a  half  interim.  The  Ke- 
publicans  had  slept  on  their  rights.  Mr.  Downing  being  the  only  man  in  the 
printed  ticket,  was  elected.  The  R^ublicans  were  helpless.  It  was  simply  a 
case  where  good  shrewd  imlitics  scored  a  point  and  nominated  a  man  who 
was  all  right  for  the  office.    He  served  for  the  short  interim  term. 

JOKES  REMINISCENT. 

It  w  as  the  eccentric  Dr.  CTanmng  Longshore,  that  pioneer  physician  of 

the  earlv  davs,  who  did  en(Uii,di  free  practice  and  service  diirinp  those  years 
when  there  was  no  mr»ney.  which  if  paid  for  would  have  made  a  man  rich. 
.\  little  child  of  homesteader  John  Griffith,  in  Carrc4I  township,  had  swallowed 
a  dose  of  concentrated  h'e.  There  were  no  telephones  in  those  days.  A 
horserider  was  quickly  dispatched  into  Sheldon  for  Doctor  Longshore.  He 
came  hurriedly.  "My  CkkI."  said  the  Doctor  as  he  rushed  in  the  house, 
"cram  a  lot  of  lard  down  its  throat  and  make  soap  out  of  the  lye  "  The  child 
was  saved.  The  Doctor  knew  how  to  make  soap,  to  neutralize  and  start 
things. 


Digitized  by  Google 


O  BKIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA.  463 

GIVE  IT  TO  her;  perhaps  it  will  kill  her,  perhaps  it  wiu.  cure  her. 

It  was  when  Doctor  Longshore  was  county  recorder,  and  was  attending 
at  his  duties  at  the  county  seat  and  boarding  at  the  hotel.  At  urgent  request 
he  had  made  a  trip  faeytnid  Hartley  to  a  patient.    Like  all  homesteaders,  they 

haJ  no  money.  They  came  in  middle  of  nisjht  for  him  to  make  a  scn>nd  trip. 
He  was  a  little  .surmised  with  the  idea  that  it  was  (jiiestionable  whether  the 
patient  was  bad  enough  oif  for  warranting  a  lung  trip.  He  stuck  his  head 
out  the  hotel  window  up-stairs  and  yelled  out,  "Got  any  money?"  "No/' 
"Well,  I  don't  doctor  no  such  damned  cattle  as  them  w  ithout  money,"  and 
let  the  party  go  home.  Xotwithstandin,;  this  relutfF.  this  former  patient  had 
such  faith  in  his  ability  to  help  out  that  he  at  <»uce  started  the  horseman  hack 
to  the  county  seat  with  urgent  demand  that  he  con»e.  Still  the  Doctor  men- 
tally diagnosed  the  case  that  the  patient  was  not  so  very  bad  off.  He  put  up 
several  prescriptions  and  handed  the  trudc  to  the  party,  and  said,  "Tell  her  to 
take  it;  perhaps  it  will  cure  her,  perhaps  it  will  kill  her;  give  it  to  her."  In- 
asnnii-li  as  the  party  was  around  in  a  few  days,  it  was  apparent  that  he  exer- 
cised the  physician's  skill  tluit  healeth. 

THE  ONLY  MULE  THAT  EVE»  MET  DEATH. 

A  chattel  mortgage  was  sent  in  an  early  day  to  an  O'Brien  county 
attorney.  The  mortgage  was  on  two  hogs  and  a  mule.  The  poor  home- 
steader in  his  dire  distress  in  early  times  had  eaten  the  hogs  for  poric  in  his 
family.  The  mule  died.  The  attorney  wrote  his  report  to  the  company 
holding  the  note,  "  That  chattel  mortgages  were  hard  for  mules  to  under- 
stand. That  the  mule  had  lived  in  such  daily  fear  of  fatal  results  that  it 
had  died  with  grief  and  a  broken  heart.  That  it  was  the  only  mule  that  was 
ever  known  to  die.  That  a  mule  withstood  all  other  calamities,  hut  a  chattel 
mortgage  with  the  people  and  the  mule  eaten  out  by  grasshoppers  had  prove<i 
f:ital '  H>  that  letter  the  attorney  meant  to  break  it  gently  that  the  debt  was 
uncollectible. 

JOKE  ON  A  BAKK  CASHIER. 

("hie  earl)  homesteader  was  having  some  trouijle  w  ith  the  bank,  trying  tu 
pay  eighteen  per  cent,  which  was  the  going  rate  in  those  days.  Jn  that  case 
it  was  quite  a  large  sum.  The  banker  made  arrangements  with  the  fellow, 
to  have  another  l)ank  take  up  his  paper  to  save  the  question  of  usury  being 
raised.  In  drawing  up  the  cl-'-intr  agreement  with  the  ])arty  and  in  part 
arranging  for  the  inattc-r  with  the  Mthcr  liank.  an  a^'ricincnl  in  writing  had 
to  be  drawn  up.    in  drawing  ii  up  hurriedly,  the  Ixink  cashier  inadvertently 
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used  this  language :  "That  when  the  debtor."  naming  him,  ''did  so  and  so," 
enummiting  the  conditions,  that  the  "bank  would  hand  over  to  him  all  the 
notes  in  the  bank."  Of  cmir^r  it  could  im:\n  nune  other  thati  Mr.  Home- 
steader's notes  in  the  hank.  The  note-  l  ei  iii<;ccl  to  the  stockhoUlers  i>i  the 
bank.  However,  the  homesteader  was  coii>iclerahly  tjanie.  and  he  actually 
came  into  the  bank  with  a  written  demand  on  the  tiank  for  the  whole  of  the 
asset  notes  or  bills  receivable  in  the  bank.   This  was  an  actual  occurrence. 

THE  RATE  OF  INTEREST  IMMATERIAL. 

It  was  old-time  settler  Oliver  M.  Shonkwiler.  among  the  earliest  of  the 
old  timers.    Mr.  Shonkwiler  has  been  of  the  Iwstling  disposition,  with  a  keen 

eye  to  the  nhimate  of  O'Brien  county  land  value,  and  which  has  (levelopcd 
rij;ht  to  liim.  he  now  holdinsj  some  half  dozen  <|uarter  sections  df  its  hit^h 
pricfd  land.  Rut  in  the  early  days  he  tumbled  round  much,  with  debts.  That 
i.s,  he  carried  these  lands  with  debts  in  the  first  instance  until  he  by  his  push 
paid  it  oflF.  At  one  time  when  driven  hard  to  meet  a  call  for  money  in  thus 
canying  a  lump  of  land,  he  made  application  for  a  hand  loan  for  a  few 
months,  but  in  a  ijoixl  sized  sum.  "U'ell."  said  the  Iianker,  "what  rate  of 
int('n>-t  can  you  pay'"  "That  is  not  the  <nH">iinn."  said  Mr.  Sh<inkwiler. 
"1  did  not  ask  that  qucsti»)n.  What  1  asketl  was.  Can  1  get  the  money?" 
Money  then  was  eighteen  per  cent,  so  the  joke  can  be  appreciated. 

TOWN  OF  ARCHER  SlfPERIOR  TO  OMAHA. 

Several  years  ago  the  city  of  Omaha  sent  out  its  advertising  train, 
showing  up  the  superior  facilities  of  Omaha  as  a  market  and  city.    The  train 

made  a  stop  at  .\rcher.  Tin-  m  i  ire  or  more  of  Otnaha  representatives  made 
tlii  ir  usual  march  up  town.  They  were  passinj^  the  Bank  <>f  Archer.  John 
11.  Archer  called  them  into  the  hank.  When  ihey  got  through  with  their 
<leliverance.  Mr,  .\rcher  made  his  sfjeech: 

"Gentlemen."  he  said,  "there  are  five  points  in  which  the  town  of  .\rcher 
is  ahead  of  Omalu:  Archer  never  had  a  busted  bank  :  .\rcher  has  nut  had 
fine  (if  its  cili/eii'-  \n  jail  fur  t'lve  years:  not  a  single  citi/eii  uf  .\rcher.  or 
within  itv  ir.nlini;  lerrit'iry.  is  in  the  poor  lionse:  ninetv  five  per  ceiU.  of  its 
citizen-,  and  the  painms  in  its  trading  territory,  are  intlcpendent.  an«!  not  only 
self-supporting,  but  have  a  good  competence ;  a  far  greater  per  cent,  of  citi- 
zens in  the  trading  territory  of  Archer  can  borrow  five  hundred  dollars  on 
their  own  note  than  can  he  found  in  Omaha.  We  invite  Omaha  to  come  to 
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Archer  to  live. '  Be  it  added  that  Mr.  Archer  could  almost  have  made  the 
apidication  to  the  whole  of  O'Brien  county. 

O'BRIEN  COUNTY  IN  THE  HUMOROUS. 

The  following  homorous  and  witty  oration  was  prepared  for  and  de- 
livered by  Master  Wirt  Close  (twelve  years  of  age),  grandson  of  William 
King,  an  old  homesteader  on  the  southwest  (niarter  of  section  8.  Highland 
township,  at  the  old  settlers'  reunion  held  at  Primj^Iiar  September  2.  1 909. 

"I'm  a  pretty  bi{j  small  boy.  1  am  twenty- four  miles  square.  1  ni  not 
William  Jennings  Bryan,  nor  Mr.  Dennis  O'Brien,  but  Pm  the  original  Irishr 
man,  O'Brien  county  himself. 

"I'm  a  Democrat  and  believe  in  sixteen  to  one,  so  I  have  sixteen  town- 
ships spreatl  all  <i\  er  the  county  map. 

"These  trees  were  planted  in  1878,  in  this  court  house  square,  i  was 
planted  here  in  O'Brien  county  on  a  homestead  in  1871. 

"I  was  bom  in  a  log  court  house  before  the  war  in  i860,  down  in  Old 
O'Brien.  Well,  in  fact,  come  to  think  of  it,  I  was  not  b<>rn  at  all;  I  was 
just  organized,  and  there  was  jnst  seven  votes  at  the  election,  when  I  was 
electetl  into  a  county.  I'm  like  'i"r)])sy,  I  just  j^rowed.  and  here  i  am.  I'm 
really  getting  to  be  some  pumpkins,  but  when  I  got  here  in  1 871-5 — well, 
now  maybe  it  was  my  folks  who  got  here  instead  of  me,  but  we  got  htere 
somehow,  in  a  covered  wagon  and  a  mule  and  a  cow  hitched  together. 

"Well,  the  first  thing  father  did  was  to  borrow  ti\e  dnliars  at  John  I'utn- 
plircy's  Bank  and  gave  a  chattel  mortgage  on  the  mule  and  the  coffee  mill, 
and.  would  you  believe  it,  that  mule  died.  The  mortgage  killed  il,  the  first 
mule  that  was  ever  known  to  die. 

"In  them  days  it  was  all  prairie  grass  and  the  roads  went  everywhere 
and  anywhere  right  across  the  iirairic  l'"ather  built  a  sod  house  and  we 
twisted  hay  into  stovew<»ofI  to  make  a  titc  w  ith.  I'atluT  l»roke  jirairie  s(mI  and 
planted  maple  seed,  and  these  trees  are  the  corn  crop  from  that  maple  seed. 

**I  gathered  rosin  weed  gum  from  rosin  weeds  on  the  prairie,  and  there 
wasn't  any  nickel  in  the  slot  machine  about  that  either.  Instead  of  rolling 
around  in  automobiles,  we  rolled  around  in  jiromissory  notes  and  mortgages 
and  debts  an<!  bad  a  wliale  of  a  time.  The  whok-  farm  got  int'>  a  big  mnntv 
ilcbt.  but  that,  was  all  paid  off  more  than  a  year  ago.  so  there's  no  use  whining 
about  Hat  either.  Life's  too  short  to  go  on  the  grunt  list.  W'e  have  raised 
hogs  and  cattle  and  com.  and  now  we  are  raising  the  price  of  land.  See? 
(30) 
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Father  kept  right  on  breaking  prairie  and  twisting  hay,  and  mother  got  her 

cut  flowers  imin  the  omscrvatury — wild  sweet  williams  ofT  the  prairie. 

"Well,  wlitii  I  was  about  twelve  tu  Htteen  years  n],\.  I  IkhI  the  measles 
and  the  nniinps  and  the  whmjping  enugli  and  the  gra.ssluipper.N.  I  hein  grass- 
hoppers were  frisky  fellows.  We  dug  ilitcfaes  along  the  edges  of  the  fields 
to  keep  them  from  jumping  into  the  grain,  and  made  a  long  board  basin, 
pulled  by  a  hurse  like  a  hayrake,  and  filled  t  th  kerosene  oil.  to  catch  the 
peskv  little  critter>  lint  tliey  ate  up  the  melon  \  mes,  the  wheat  and  the  oats, 
and.  wnilrl  yon  l)(.iie\e  it.  those  >-aucy.  impudent  little  ^rasslu>i>per>.  alter 
the\  ha<l  eaten  up  all  the  wheat  and  the  i»ats  and  corn,  woiihl  bit  on  the  tence 
in  rows  ami  wink  their  eyes,  atid  actually  st^uirt  com  juice  into  father's  face. 
But  we  got  over  the  grasshoppers  after  all  without  the  doctor  having  to  put 
on  a  quarantine.  W  e  didn't  need  a  (piarantine  then.  The  neij,'hhors  were 
two  miles  ajiart  an<l  tio  <lan^er  nf  catchmt:  the  grasshop])er!>.  and  the  nearest 
doctor  was  at  Cherokee,  and  there  <li(ln't  lia\e  to  l>e  any  <»t  us  cut  open  for 
appendicitis  either.  But  the  grasshoppe  r^  all  >juit  and  the  measles  all  ran 
away,  and  the  ho]>pers  went  out  of  business. 

"Then  I  C">ninienced  some  real  doin's.  In  i87_'  and  1873  I  built  the 
Sioux  C  ity  &  St,  I'aul  railroail.  and  on  the  roa<l  down  I  stuck  dmvn  a  shovel, 
and  s|):ide<l  up  a  tew  shovels  lull,  and  planted  the  town  of  Sheldon,  and  a 
right  smart  of  a  kid  of  a  town  it  is  today.  Then  I  rested  from  (railroad 
building  for  several  years.  I  just  simply  held  railroad  meetings  and  lidced 
out  the  grasshoppers. 

"In  1X78  I  built  the  Milwaukee  Railrf)ad  and  lariated  Hartley  and  San- 
lM)rn  out  «»n  the  prairie.  an<l  built  a  round  house.  Then  in  1881  1  built  the 
Northwestern  Railroad,  and  staked  out  Paullina  and  Sutherland  right  in  the 
prairie  grass. 

"Then,  what  do  you  think?  Prinighar  got  to  squealing  for  a  railroad, 
anil  1  built  the  lliitim^  (  ciitral.  and  i)lanted  out  Archer,  daza  and  Calumet. 
^'ou  must  not  hmijh  at  Gaza,  because  land  down  there  is  worth  one  hundreil 
and  fifty  dollars  per  acre  all  right.  If  you  do  not  Ijelieve  it.  just  go  down  to 
Gaza  on  one  of  their  busy  days  and  watch  the  big  smoke  stadcs  in  dieir  fac- 
tories, anci  the  wheels  of  commerce  as  they  go  round  and  rotmd.  And  now 
just  lately  I  built  the  Rock  Islan«l  Railroad  from  the  city  of  Moneta  to  Plessis. 

"  There  was  a  time  when  the  'sfiuattcrs'  came  into  the  coinifv  like  the  old 
homesteaders  and  we  licked  out  the  railroads,  and  showed  them  a  thing  or 
two,  and  the  squatters  went  to  raising  land,  growing  it  up  to  a  big  price 
just  like  other  folks. 

"I  built  a  poor  farm  and  a  poor  house.   Any  of  you  ever  been  there? 
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No?  Well,  the  fact  is.  we  can't  hardly  raise  any  pour  people  in  O'Brien 
county,  and  the  poor  house  boss  has  to  go  to  raising  com  and  cattle  and  hc^s 

just  like  other  folks.  1  huilt  one  hundred  and  fifty  school  htmses.  and  our 
Imi\s  Mild  jL^nrls  began  to  go  to  Ames,  the  best  agricultural  college  in  the 
United  States. 

"The  maple  seed  kept  on  growing  and  we  began  to  have  shade  trees,  and 
we  went  to  cutting  wood  instead  of  hay  for  fuel. 

"Then  I  started  the  big  c  unt}  fair  at  Sutherland  and  will  Imld  a  ses- 
sion there  every  tall,  wliidi  will  inakr  the  inlks  down  at  Anu-s  riillc|t;c  know- 
that  we  are  raising  cattle  and  cucumbers  up  here.  W  e  hold  a  big  district  lair 
at  Sheldon  every  year,  which  got  to  be  such  a  big  affair  that  they  took  its 
secretary.  Joe  Morton,  down  to  Sioux  City  to  teach  them  fellers  how  O'Brien 
county  does  thing>. 

"'riien  I  planted  ai)ple  seeds  to  show  np  the  fruit  deal,  and  went  to  build- 
injf  big  houses  all  over  the  farms  in  the  county,  with  hot  water  heating  plants 
and  wash  bowls  and  all  thcni  other  jim  cracks  in  them,  and  began  to  shove  the 
old  homestead  houses  back  into  the  back  yards  for  chicken  houses,  and  the 
chidcens  grew  up  into  old  hens,  and  the  old  hens  laid  eggs  and  we  sold  the 
eggs  and  raised  hogs  to  eat  more  cfirn.  to  buy  more  land,  to  raise  more  corn 
to  buy  more  land,  to  raise  more  hogs  to  buy  more  pianos  and  automobiles 
with.  So  1  suppose  we  will  keep  riglit  on  raising  land,  and  seven-dollar  hogs, 
and  sixty-cent  corn  and  dollar  wheat  and  one-hundred-doUar  cows  and  two- 
hundred-dollar  horses  and  ten-thousand-doUar  boys  like  me.  I  have  concluded 
to  get  married  and  settle  down  on  a  farm  and  be  an  Old  Settler." 
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FARMERS*  MUTUAL  INSUKANCE  ASSOQATION  OF  O'BUEN  COUNTY. 

This  O'Brien  county  insurance  company,  the  Farmers'  Mutual  insur- 
ance Association,  has  developed  into  one. of  the  substantial  and  pennanent 
institutions  of  the  county.  It  was  established  March  24,  1890,  hence  is  just 

completing  a  (inartcr  of  a  century.  It  has  grown  steadily  as  the  cuiinty  has 
increased  in  mitiihcr  of  people  and  in  numbers  and  value  of  insurable  build- 
ings and  prt)iwrty.  It  has  proved  pracucal  in  ti^it  it  has  and  is  doing  more 
fire  and  lightning  insurance  than  any  other  one  company  now  selling  that 
dass  of  insurance  in  the  county,  and  also  in  that  it  does  the  service  and  fur- 
nishes a  cheap  insurance,  which  it  is  able  to  do,  not  having  so  manyjniddle 
men  and  with  its  expenses  rcdmed  to  the  minimum.  Its  |H)licy  holders  thus 
get  their  insurance  at  actual  cost.  Some  of  the  l)est  men  in  the  county  have 
been  in  the  managemnt.  The  iieople  appreciate  it,  as  is  evidencd  by  the  fig- 
ures given  below.  It  is  distinctly  one  of  the  well  established  and  historic 
county-wide  institutions. 

J.  V.  Martin  wm-^  itv  fir-t  i>resident  for  live  years  until  lf^95.  S,  B. 
Grosser,  its  present  president,  followed  and  has  sersed  nineteen  years.  Its 
three  secretaries  have  served,  respectively,  L.  T.  (iates,  twelve;  C.  L.  Rockwell, 
seven,  and  Theodore  Zimmerman,  five  years.  Its  three  treasurers  have  served, 
respectively.  L.  S.  .\ustin,  two;  H.  P.  Scott,  seven,  and  John  H.  .Vrcher, 
fifteen  years.  It  has,  in  total,  issuerl  four  million  two  hundred  an<l  fifty  thou- 
sand «lolIars.  measure*!  by  insunime  v.ilues.  Tt  now  has  seventeen  himdred 
out^tamiini.;  living  policies,  and  in  total  has  is>ued  six  tiiou.sand  nine  hundred 
and  ninei>  -->i\  ])olicies.  Its  average  policv  has  been  twenty-five  htmdred 
dollars.  Its  total  losses  paid  .since  organization  have  been  sixty-seven  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  si\t\  live  dollars  and  eleven  cents.  Its  cost  per  thou- 
sand dollars  ]>er  annum  ba>  lu-en  one  dollar  and  ninety-eijjht  cents,  or  nine- 
teen cents  ami  eight  mills  per  hundred  dollars  |>cr  annum.  It  i>erhai»s  would 
be  true  that  some  companies  insuring  the  larger  town  properties  and  stock.s  of 
goods  would  exceed  this  company  in  total  insurance,  the  insurance  of  this 
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company  being  largcl\  issued  on  farm  property.  But  therein  lies  still  another 
item  of  safety  and  cheap  insurance. 

PUBUC  OFFICIALS. 

We  will  here  give  a  place  t<ir  a  hrit  t  iiuiition  of  the  present  tnemhers  in 
the  Iowa  State  Legislature  from  these  districts:  Nicholas  Balkenia.  state 
senator,  of  Sioux  Center;  Charles  C.  Cannon,  representative  of  Paullina,  state 
officials,  present  county  officials  and  other  items. 

NICHOLAS  liALKEMA. 

Nicholas  Balkema  is  the  present  state  senator  from  this,  the  forty-ninth 

senatorial  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Lyoo,  O'Brien,  Sioux  and 
Osceola.  He  was  lM)rn  in  (libhsville.  Shchoyj^an  onnity,  W  isconsin,  April 
7.  1865,  of  Dutch  i)arcnts.  He  attended  the  Ciibbsville  tlistrict  school  and 
afterwards  gratluated  from  the  Sheboygan  Falls  high  school.  He  moved 
to  Newkirk,  Iowa,  in  1884.  He  taught  school  one  year,  and  then  started  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  that  place,  running  the  postoffice  in  connection  there- . 
with.  He  sold  out  in  i8t;4  and  moved  to  Sioux  Center,  in  Sioux  county. 
Iowa,  and  continued  the  same  business  and  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He 
also  runs  a  clothing  store  at  Paullina  in  our  own  county.  He  has  been  inter- 
ested in  banking  matters,  in  which  he  was  vice-president.  He  has  served  on 
the  city  council,  and  is  president  of  the  school  board  at  Sioux  Center,  having 
served  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church  He  was  elected  senator  in  1908  and  re-elected  in  1912.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics. 

CHARLES  C.  CANNON. 

Charles  C.  Cannon  is  the  present  representative  from  O'Brien  county. 
He  was  born  in  Loudon  county,  Tennessee,  June  j8.  i86j,  of  American  iKir- 
entage.  lie  attended  the  University  of  Tennessee,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1886.  The  same  year  he  moved  to  Paullina,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
tihe  grain  business,  whidi  occupation  he  follows  at  the  present.  He  was 
married  to  Grace  Jennings  June  16.  1896,  and  his  family  consists  of  four 
girls.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  r'aullina.  and  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge.  Pie  was  elected  representative  in  1912.  He  is 
a  Democrat  in  polHics. 
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OFFICIALS  OF  o'BRIEN  COUNTY  IN  I913. 

County  auditor,  J.  B.  Stainp;  coroner.  Milo  Avery  ;  clerk  of  courts.  W.  J. 
K.  Thatcher;  county  treasurer,  l\.  C.  May:  county  recorder,  Bessie  J.  Beers: 
county  attorney.  R.  J.  Locke;  sheriff,  H.  W.  Geister:  superintendent  of 
!«hoo1s.  J.  J.  Billingsly;  supervisors,  chairman,  Peter  Swenson,  M.  F.  Mc- 
Ntttt,  W.  C.  Jackson,  RaljA  C.  Jordan,  William  Strampe. 

IOWA  STATE  OFFICIALS,  I913. 

Ciiivernor,  (icorge  W.  (.'lark.  A<IeI.  Dallas  county;  lieutenant-governor. 
William  L.  Hartliujij,  SiouN  City;  secretary  of  state.  William  S.  Allen.  I'air- 
riekl.  Jefferson  c(JunLy ;  auditor  of  state,  John  L.  Bleakly,  Ida  Grove.  Ida 
county;  treasurer  of  state,  William  C.  Brown,  Clarion,  Wright  county;  attor- 
ney-general, George  Cosson,  Audobon,  Audubon  county ;  clerk  supreme  court. 
Burgess  W.  Garrett.  Leon  Duatur  county;  superintendent  public  instruction. 
Albert  M.  Deyoe.  Garner.  Hancock  c<iunty:  reporter  supreme  court.  Wendell 
W.  Cornwall,  Spencer.  Clay  county ;  railroad  coUHuission.  C  littord  Thome, 
Washington.  Washington  cotmty ;  David  J.  Palmer,  Washington,  Washington 
coimty:  N.  S.  Ketchum,  Marshalltown,  Marshall  county:  adjutant^eneral. 
Guy  G.  Logan.  Re<l  Oak.  Montgomery  county  (appointed). 

CrrUKNS  OK  O  BKIK.V  CtH  NTV  VVIU)  HAVE  SKKVKI)  IN  TUB  ST.\TE  LKtilSL.VTL'KE, 

Osmond  M.  Barrett,  of  Sheldon,  servetl  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  sta'.e  in  the  nineteenth  As-einhly  in  i88_».  and  in  the  State  .Sen.i'e  in  the 
twentieth,  twenty-tirst.  twenty-second  and  twenty-third  (ieneral  Assemblies  in 
1884.  i88^).  1888  and  1890.   In  politics  he  is  a  Ucpublican. 

George  W.  Schee.  of  Primghar,  served  in  the  House  of  Representative:* 
of  the  state  in  the  twentieth  antl  twenty-lir.st  General  .Assemblies  in  1884 
an<l  1886.  an<l  a!.;:iin  in  the  thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  .Assemblies  in  1909 
ami  igii.    kepul)lican  in  politics. 

E.  F.  I'arkhurst.  ui  Sheldon,  serve<l  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  twenty-second  General  Assembly  in  1888.    Republican  in  politics. 

Herliert  B.  Wyman.  then  of  Sheldon,  now  of  Des  Moines,  served  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  23rd  General  .Assembly  in  i8go.  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

John  F.  Hinman.  of  Frimghar.  served  in  the  Hmisc  of  Representatives 
in  the  twenty-fourth  General  Assembly  in  1892.  Democrat  in  politics. 

Ezra  M.  Brady,  of  Sanborn,  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
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the  regular  session  of  the  twenty-sixth  General  Asscnilily  in  1896,  anil  also  in 
the  Ioii<(  siHcial  session  called  together  hy  the  governor  to  enact,  aiul  which 
ihd  enact,  the  Lu<]e  of  Iowa  for  1897.  Republican  in  politics. 

Charles  Youde,  of  Sutherland,  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  thirty-second  General  Assembly  in  1907  and  in  the  extra  session  of  the 
same  Legislature.    Republican  in  politics. 

George  R.  Whitnier.  then  of  Primghar,  now  of  Sioux  City,  served  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  1906  ami  1907.  in  tlic  tlmiielh  ami  thirty-lirst 
Assemblies.   Democrat  in  politics. 

Charles  C.  Cannon  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  thirty- 
fifth  General  Assembly  in  1913.    Democrat  in  politics. 

Tt  might  be  here  atldetl  that  I-^  J.  Knglish.  for  several  years  superintend- 
ent ut  the  I'rinighar  high  schools,  and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Primghar 
and  vicinity,  served  several  terms  m  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  state 
of  South  Dakota,  from  De  Smet.  Kingsbury  county. 

William  H.  Xoyes,  for  four  years  sheriff  and  four  years  comity  re- 
corder in  O  Hrien  county,  was  likewise  a  member  of  the  Minnesota  Legisla- 
ture for  two  terms. 

CITIZKNS  OF  o'bKIEN  COUNTY  WHO  M.WE  SERVED  AS  DISTRICT  JUPOES. 

Scott  M.  I.adtl,  of  Sheldon.  occui)ied  the  district  court  bench  of  the  then 
fourth  judicial  district  of  Iowa  from  January  i,  1887,  to  January  i,  1897. 
Republican  in  politics. 

William  D.  Boies,  of  Sheldon,  now  occupies  a  seat  on  the  district  bench 
in  what  is  now  the  twenty-first  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  by  appointment  of 
the  Governor  of  Iowa,  serving  from  January  i.  1913.  Republican  in  politics. 

CITIZENS  OF  o'bRIEN  COUNTY  WHO  HAVE  SERVED  IN  STATE  OFFICES.     .  ' 

Scott  M.  Ladd,  of  Sheldon,  who  lirst  served  as  above  shown  on  the  dis- 
trict 1)cnch  of  Iowa,  was  at  the  election  held  November  3.  1896.  elected  and 

elevated  to  thi-  su])renie  court  of  Iowa,  and  has  served  continuously  to  the 
present  time,  and  has  served  as  chief  justice  of  that  court  in  rotation  with  its 
other  meml>ers  from  year  to  year  ucc»»rding  to  the  rules  of  that  IkmIv. 

Edward  C  Brown,  of  Sheldon,  was  elected  November  3.  1901,  and 
served  as  railroa<I  commissioner  of  the  state  from  January  i.  1902.  to  Janu- 
ary I.  IQ05.    Re|)ublicaii  in  politics. 

Edward  (".  Brighani.  who  was  rai'^ed  on  a  farm  in  Dak-  township. 
O'Brien  county,  served  as  state  labor  commissioner  from  January  i.  1902,  to 
January  i.  1909,  seven  years. 
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OFFICIAL  VOTE. 


The  following  is  the  official  vole  at  the  general  election  for  1912  in 
O'Brien  county,  by  townships : 


TAFX. 

ROObENELT, 

CHAFFIX- 

DEBS. 

  17 

61 

66 

— 

— 

  9 

90 

36 

— 

— 

44 

71 

I 

— 

  29 

65 

53 

X 

2 

Dale  -__  

  7 

38 

67 

I 

— 

  15 

32 

70 

2 

I 

Franklin  

  55 

113 

216 

I 

9 

Grant  

  17 

S6 

62 

2 

Hartley 

Q2 

20% 

QO 

2 

ID 

  26 

43 

70 

2 

2 

  19 

79 

78 

I 

 .  II 

2  • 

SO 

I 

Omega  

  25 

121 

36 

2 

Sheldon — 

First  Ward 

62 

97 

89 

2 

  49 

84 

103 

2 

4 

Third  Ward  . 

  19 

41 

42 

2 

9 

  60 

86 

149 

4 

9 

  54 

138 

154 

3 

  41 

"3 

157 

S 

2 

1,506 

3a 

53 

FOB  OONGRESSS.  FOR  GOVERNOR. 

Scott  1,020  Clark   936 

Van  Wagenen  1,375    Dunn   1.623 

Hallam   842   Stevens   891 

PRESIDENTIAL  VOTE,  I908. 
Taft   1,912    Bryan   1,326 
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I'OPl'I.ATIUX  AM)  OTIIKR  STATISTICS. 

The  fnlldwinj^  is  the  census  ti>r  H)io  hy  towns  and  to\vnshii)s.  Tlie 

population  of  tounsliips  signilies  the  nunilH;r  oulsiilc  the  town  within  thai 
township.  Total  population  of  county.  17.262. 

Baker   442    Highland   6yo 

Caledcmia   826   Liberty   643 

Carroll  — .  .   403   Calumet   242 

Archer   351    Lincoln   494 

Center   629    Otnefja   586 

Dale    633    Moneta   44 

Floyd   571    Summit    502 

Sheldon  2,941    Primghar   733 

Franklin  -   500    I'liion  -   605 

Sanhorn  1,174    Paullina   796 

Grant  -   666    Waterman   537 

Hartley  Tp.   484    Sutherland   664 

Hartl^  Town  1,106 

MILKS  OF  RAILROAD  BUILT. 

Milwaukee  roafi.  l)uilt  in  1878  j,   24.08  miles 

Sioux  City  road,  built  in  1872  «__    6.55  " 

Illinois  Central  road,  built  in  1887  26.73  " 

Northwestern  road,  built  in  1881  25.21  " 

Rock  Island  road,  built  in  1900  13.22  " 


Total  mileage  95.70  miles 

Males  in  county    9,oo8 

Females  in  county — _  _   8,254 


Total  populati<m  of  cmmty,  1910   17,262 

-\unil>er  of  voters  .  4,846 

Number  of  dwellings  in  county   3,600 

Number  of  families  in  county   31656 

Farms  on  which  live  native  Americans  only   1,127 

Fanns  on  which  foreign  languages  are  spoken  in  part   j<x^ 


Total  farms  in  county   1.827 
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Acres  of  land  in  cmiiity  ."  _  jO^.Sfe 

Acres  actually  m  lanniiig  —  327,809 

Total  value  of  farms  $40,380,379 

Value  of  the  land  without  buildings  31,170,886 

\  hie  of  all  buildings,  farm  and  town  i3  /54o40 

\  aluc  of  farm  machitierv  965,270 

V  alue  ut  dumestic  aniinals  3,61^2,491 

Square  miles  in  county  «  569 

Population  per  square  mile  in  whole  county   30.3 

Farm  population  per  square  mile  '  25.2 

DOMESTIC  ANIMALS,  1913- 

Cattle   47*722 

Horses   ^   13.972 

Mules   136 

Hogs   83,105 

Sheep   22,624 

Poultry    184,005 

Hives  of  bees   807 

COMPARISON  OF  FIVE  YKAKS"  EXPENOITLRES  UN  COUNTY  FUND. 

1908  $28,172.49 

1909  28. 76*).  30 

19IO  .  27,206.48 

191 1   31,629.28 

19  »2  26.954.85 

EXPENDITURES  FOR  I912  ON  COUNTY  FUND. 

County  Auditor's  Office  $  2,566.49 

County  Treasurer's  Office   2,189.35 

Clerk  l)i^triot  Conrt  aiul  Oliice  -  -__—__   2,565.80 

C'ounty  Keconler's  (Jltice   1.781.93 

Sheriff's  Office   1.946.05 

Superintendent  of  Schools  and  Office   1.96 1.76 

County  Attorney  ami  Office  -   1,202.14 

(ieorpe  J  Smith.  Supervisor   153-45 

Peter  Swen.son.  Supervi.sor   160.45 
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W.  C.  Jackson.  Supervisor —   I06.IO 

M.  I'".  MrXutt.  Supervisor  «_  ..^„„..„  150.10 

Ralph  C.  Jordan,  Supervisor   i6().75 

Official  Printing   1,417.35 

Assessments  and  Supplies  .   2,215.85 

Bounties  on  Scalps   79,10 

Township  Officers   .   580.20 

Boards  of  Review   52.00 

Primary  Election  Expense   1,056.77 

General  Election  Expense   1468.60 

District  Court  Expenses   1,557.14 

Justice's  Court  Expenses   t45-50 

Coroner's  Court  K.xpcnscs   50.04 

Grand  Jury  Expense   i%-30 

Court  House   1,734.85 

Jail    371.40 

School  Bodes   1,183.38 


Total  on  County  Fund  $26,954.85 

BXPBNDITURBS  ON  OTHER  FUNDS. 

Roatl  l  uiid  E.xpcnse  $  i»973'io 

Bridge  Fund   26^i2ao5 

Teadier's  Institute  Expense   376.90 

Fanner's  Institute  Expense  .   75*00 

Soldier's  Relief  Finid   294.50 

Damages  for  Domestic  .\nimals   322.  n 

Insane  Fund   6,1 17.25 

Feehle  Minded  Institute  Fimd,  Seven  Pupils   120.41 


^35.399.32 

.\s  will  be  seen,  this  foots  uj)  an  apfgregate  of  $62,354.17  a.s  the  total 
cost  of  rnnnin},'  all  branches  of  the  county  for  one  year.  W'e  have  silccted 
the  year  1912  rather  than  1913  in  showing  up  e.xixnditures,  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  the  even  numbered  year,  and  includes  the  expenses  of  the  primary 
and  general  elections.  The  bridge  fund  expresses  the  amount  of  internal 
improvements. 
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CEMETERIES. 

The  sacred  dead  now  sleeping  in  the  cemeteries  throti^out  the  county 
represent  much  of  the  history  of  which  we  write.  Indeed,  hi  another  fifty- 
eight  years  m,  of  those  now  living  in  this  county  will  h.u  r  juned  the  great 
tnajoritv.  Mca>;urinfj  the  cimnty  aloiie  by  its  minilKMs.  this  is  not  yet  true. 
Our  ccJiictcrics  have  grown  in  l>eauty  as  the  county  has  improveil.  In  each 
town,  ample  provisions  are  tnade  for  their  care.  Local  organizattons  and  the 
state  laws  each  contribute.  The  prairie  sod  has  given  way  to  the  blue  grass 
lawn  atid  cemetery  decoration.  No  other  item  better  illustrates  that  high- 
tirraik-  development  in  the  countv  measured  hy  the  sytn])athies  of  the  heart, 
reverence  f(»r  all  that  l)eloiiji;>  to  the  good,  the  true  and  the  iKfautitul,  in  all 
that  belongs  to  the  moral  and  sacred,  than  the  well-kept  and  decorated  ceme- 
teries in  each  of  our  towns.  We  honor  the  sacred  dust.  They  represent 
much  of  the  now  substantial  moral  and  chriltied  standards  and  conditions 
in  the  county. 

THE  HERD  LAW. 

In  reading  the  political  papers  the  last  lew  years,  one  would  thuik  that 

the  referenclum  was  a  new  question.  O'Brien  county,  however,  resorted  to 
the  referendum  under  the  law  of  lowa  as  early  as  1874.  Section  309  of  the 
Code  of  1873  i^nic  section  444  of  the  present  Code )  provided  that  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  O'Brien  county  might  suimiit  to  the  voters  of  the 
county  the  question:  "Shall  stock  be  restrained  from  running  at  large?" 
On  July  II,  1874,  the  board  of  supervisors  submitted  that  question  to  the 
voters,  to  be  voted  on  at  the  election  to  be  held  the  follow  iiig  October.  1874. 
.\t  the  election  there  were  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  votes  cast  on  that 
question,  of  which  two  humired  and  forty  votes  were  in  favor  of  the  propo- 
sition and  thirty-nine  against  same.  After  the  election  it  was  declared  by 
the  Itoard  adopted.  It  is  one  historic  case  where  the  early  pioneers  acted  in 
referendum,  and  made  the  law  tor  the  county  on  this  (|uestion.  The  resolu- 
tion ordering;  the  vote  to  lie  taken  w  ill  be  found  in  Su]K"rvisor's  Record  No.  i, 
on  page  400,  and  tlic  canvass  of  the  vote  and  declaration  of  its  adoption  will 
he  found  in  the  same  record  on  page  422. 

A  gUARTET  SONG  OP  COUNTIES. 

The  four  northwest  counties  of  Iowa  sing  a  quartet  in  unison.  Its  land 
all  lays  gently  rolling.  There  is  no  waste.   It  is  all  the  same.   God  only 
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made  land  on  one  occasion.  He  made  it  solid.  It  can't  blow  away.  They 
can't  steal  it.  They  can't  bum  it  up.  Its  soil  is  all  the  genuine  black  loam 

stuff.  It  is  all  as  good  as  a  government  bond.  It  beats  the  earth.  In  fact 
it  is  part  of  the  earth.  It  is  uniform  in  all  rcsi>ccts.  Many  of  its  whole  sec- 
tions of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  could  be  plowetl  as  one  land  by  team  or 
engine  gang-plow  outfit  Therefore,  here's  to  the  Big  Four  counties  wtih 
this  rhyming  couplet  for  a  song  by  the  quartet: 

Osceola,  Lyon, 

Sioux  County  and  O'Brien. 

RELATIONS  WITH  CHEKOKEE  COUNTY  Of  o'BKIEN  CITIZENS. 

We  should  make  note  of  the  peculiar  relations  with  Cherokee  county  of 
the  early  citizens,  especially  of  the  south  half  of  our  county,  in  the  pioneer 

days.  The  county  commencing  its  earliest  settlements  in  the  south  part  of 
county,  hriHight  this  about.  l"or  instance,  Mordecai  V'amlcrcook,  one  of  the 
very  early  merchants  in  Cherokee,  was  almost  a  homesteader  and  citizen  of 
O'Brien  county,  at  least  in  sentiment  and  memory  of  its  people.  Clark  Green 
had  not  the  capital  to  carry  or  supply  the  credit  of  groceries  and  supplies 
necessary.  Mr.  X'andercook,  like  (  lark  Green,  dished  out  his  merchandi.se 
with  over-generosit) .  With  a  heart  that  could  not  withstand  the  piteous 
ap[>cals,  he  lost  more  or  less  money.  The  earliest  homesteaders  all  had  a 
good  word  for  him.  The  Allison  store  there  also  performed  a  like,  though 
lesser,  part.  The  older  physicians,  like  Dr.  E.  Butler,  who  represented 
(  lu  r(  ikoe  in  the  Legislature  at  the  same  time  with  George  W.  Schee  in  1884, 
and  Dr.  Hornil>nM)k.  were  household  names  in  this  county  am!  were  called 
to  the  sick  bed  in  hundreds  of  occasions  in  the  more  dangi  rou>  cases,  and 
for  consultation  and  on  actual  practice,  in  long,  tedious  midnight  rides.  Its 
attorneys.  E.  C.  Herrick,  J.  D.  F.  Smith.  A.  R.  Molyneux  and  Robert  Mc- 
Culla.  of  tlu  !riu  r  .ittorneys,  and  Eugene  Cowles  and  Jtidge  Charles  H.  Lewis, 
of  the  earlier  bar.  have  in  their  time-  liocotne  a  familiar  |)art  "f  the  O'I'rien 
county  bar.  I  he  earlier  settlers  were  also  financially  accommtM kited  on  main 
occasions  in  the  early  days  by  Scribncr  &  Burroughs,  \V.  .\.  Sanforn  and 
T.  S.  Steele  &  Son.  The  movements  of  our  citizens  in  business  and  trade 
have  been  wort  toward  Cherokee  frmn  all  the  east  and  south  parts,  than 
toward  tile  other  ootmties.  The  vicinity  of  Shel'I<in  has  had  nmre  of  like 
situations  with  Henry  Hos|>ers  and  Mr.  \'aii  ( )iisteiihoiU.  of  Siouv  county, 
or  H.  L.  Ennnert.  of  Osceola  county,  and  other  conditions  in  those  counties. 
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ABSTRACTS  OF  TITLE. 

There  have  been  during  the  period  of  fori>  \  tars.  in  (nie  shape  and  an- 
other, some  six  or  seven  sets  of  ali-trart-  <■!'  title.  John  U.  I'uinphrcy  com- 
menced the  first  set  about  if<^K),  S.  A,  SaL;r  made  part  <>t  a  set  a  tew  years 
later.  L}rii>  McKay,  of  Deci>rah,  Iowa,  made  a  set  in  1875.  I'roni  ihis 
set  J.  L.  E.  Peck  made  a  new  set  in  1889,  later  owned  by  C  S.  Cooper  &  Co. 
l\.  Y.  Royce  made  a  set  about  1890  to  that  date,  but  which  have  not  been  in 
use  for  many  years.  Warren  Walker  omunenced  a  set  ab<itit  1876.  He 
went  into  the  minutia  and  detail^  of  records  m<ire  than  any  abstracter  ever  in 
the  county.  His  set  was  rather  over  eial)orate,  ami  some  of  his  details  have 
since  been  omitted.  Mr.  Walker  made  plats  of  all  towns  and  even  copies  of 
judgments,  and  a  duplicate  s>'stem  of  the  abstracts  itself  which  was  found 
unnecessary.  The  following  persons  have  at  one  time  anil  another  owned 
one  or  more  of  a1>o\  e  sets  and  done  abstract  work  :  John  R.  I'liniphrey,  ricorsje 
\\'.  Schee.  Clinton  IL  Aehorn.  J.  L.  K.  Peck,  George  K.  Slocum.  Frank  A. 
Tumey.  Warren  Walker,  I.saac  W.  Daggett,  Cyrus  McKay,  H.  E.  Thayer. 
S.  O.  Reese.  Frank  B.  Royce.  E.  Y.  Royce.  S.  A.  Sage,  W.  W.  Artherholt. 
Clarence  W.  Ingham.  J.  I-',  r.over.  Henry  Rerick,  Kenneth  Rcrick  and  F. 
I..  Ilerrick.  The  i".  ^^  Ko\ce  >et  is  now  owned  by  his  son.  I  rank  I!.  Royce. 
but  nof  in  acti'.e  ii-c.  The  W  arren  W  alker  *-et  is  owned  and  condiuted  by 
I'" rank  L.  Hcrrick  &  (. Knipany.  Henry  Rerick  ii:  Son  now  own  each  of  the 
other  sets  named.  The  business  is  now.  therefore,  centered  down  to  the  two 
active  sets  tAvnetl  and  conducte<l.  one  by  F.  L.  Herrick  &  Company,  and  the 
other  by  Henry  Rerick  &  Son.  b(»th  at  Primphar.  F.ach  of  these  two  sets 
as  now  conducted  cfmtains  a  complete  abstract  of  title  to  every  tract  of  land, 
large  and  small,  in  the  county,  including  town  and  .suburban  lots,  and  showing 
every  deed,  mortgage  or  other  instrument  affecting  the  several  tracts,  all 
systematically  arranged  for  qatdc  and  ready  reference. 

EZRA  M.  BRADY,  MEMBER  OF  BOARD — AS  EARLY  INCIDENT. 

During  one  of  the  county-seat  contests  and  during  the  session  of  the 

board  while  holding  the  hearing  or  canvass,  it  seemed  necessary  to  protnire 
c|nlckly  some  affidavits  of  some  parties  then  working  just  south  of  Siblev. 
Mr.  Brady  started  overland  in  the  afternoon  for  Sheldon,  procured  a  hand- 
car, and,  though  he  weighed  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  he  actually 
pumped  that  hand  car  from  Sheldon  to  Ashton,  procured  a  notary  public 
there,  and  thence  on  to  or  near  where  these  parties  were  working,  got  their 
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affidavits  and  presented  them  before  the  board  of  supervisors  the  following 
morning  as  the  board  assembled  in  the  middle  vf  a  contest  then  going  on. 
Oil  any  ordinarv-  nocision  he  would  not  have  attempted  such  a  transportaticKi 
problem  ut  thirty  miles  on  a  hami  car. 

A  BIG  STRETCH  OF  Jl'STICE  OF  THE  PE.ACE  JURISDICTION  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

TIii>  :inidi-nj  <nTurrcd  with,  or  ratinr  iKipiK-ncd  to,  (iconic  llanl'ii  in 
Highland  tounslin).  one  of  ihc  old  h<  nK-ti.ader>  in  an  early  day.  It  \va> 
during  those  years  when  there  was  plenty  of  pasturai^c  in  the  summer,  that  a 
bunch  of  nonresident  cattle  owners  freely  grazed  their  cattle  over  the  town- 
ship nntil  coki  weather.  Thpy  gave  their  names  as  ! '  ntli  Iirritlu-r>j.  Tluy 
niadi-  a  liarLjain  with  Mr.  Hardin  to  winter  ahout  oiu-  luindittl  and  fifty  head 
of  cattle  thruiigh  the  winter  on  his  corn  staik>  an«l  corn  feetling.  In  the 
spring  Hartley  brothers  came  on  for  their  cattle.  Mr.  liardin  was  al>scnt 
from  home.  They  made  <lemand  of  the  wife  and  hired  man,  and  were  re- 
fused. Mr.  Hardin  would  have  had  a  lien  for  his  pay.  They  saw  the  ad- 
vania.ye  of  his  absence.  They  went  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  another 
part  of  ihi-  (luinlv  .  a  replev  in  suit  can  be  liroiit^dit  in  any  justice  court  in 
the  ci>uniy,  swtjrc  to  a  iietition  ol  replevin,  and  put  up  a  straw  Ijond,  with  one 
of  their  herders  on  the  bond,  which  of  necessity  was  no  good.  The  justice 
should  have  known  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  but  he  did  not.  it 
seemed.  Here  was  thi>  larue  herd  of  r;titl<  >\orth  all  the  way  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  and  t\\enly  h\e  dollars  |kt  head.  They  were  worth  more  than 
two  thousand  dollars.  A  justice  has  juri-diction  only  up  to  a  value  of  one 
hundred  dollars.  But  with  all  that  gall  and  .self-a>surancc,  they  look  the 
justice  off  his  feet  when  taken  tmawares.  and  actually  persuaded  the  justice 
to  issue  a  writ  of  replevin  for  all  those  cattle  and  placed  the  writ  in  the  hands 
of  a  constaMe  for  ser\  ice,  The  constable  should  also  have  known  that  no 
such  writ  was  good  IK-  foniid  it  out  a  few  davs  after.  It  was  all  done  so 
quickly,  and  Mr.  llardui  ali>eut.  that  by  the  time  he  got  back  the  cattle  were 
outside  the  county  and  beyon<l  the  jurisdiction  of  even  the  district  court, 
shipped,  gone  no  one  knew  where,  and  probably  out  of  the  state. 

THE  H.VY  TWISTER. 

The  county  being  almost  entirely  prairie,  the  fuel  question  was  an  im- 
portant matter.  Early  settlers  had  no  money  with  whidi  to  buy  coal.  But 
necessity  became  the  mother  of  invention.   The  ridi  prairie  soil  produced 
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grass  from  one  to  five  feet  high.  This  hay  grass  supplied  the  fiid.  This 
item  was  indeed  a  boon  to  the  settler  and  supplied  free  grass  hay  and  posture. 

Many  a  man  and  most  settlers  could  thus  raise  some  stock,  supply  their  own 
meat,  butter  and  milk  and  market  a  little.  The  term  "hay  twister"  was  then 
familiar.  Indeed  every  old  homesteader  became  known  as  a  'hay  twister," 
ami  took  pride  in  that  rustic  epithet 

This  hay  twisting  machine  was  a  simple  device.  The  loose  hay  must  first 
be  twisted  or  pressed  into  compact  form  to  retain  heat.  This  simple  machine 
consisted  of  an  ordinary  frame,  with  two  uprights  alwut  three  tcvt  lu,L;h  In 
the  t<ip  of  thrse  uprights  w:)'^  attarlu'd  a  i  rank  and  cross  rod  ;  tin-  crank  turned 
and  the  hay  spun  on  tlie  rod  like  yarn  is  spun,  and  in  a  moment  a  quite  solid 
Stick  of  hay,  or  wood,  is  made.  These  hay  twisters  became  so  expert,  that 
many  made  them  simply  by  hand.  These  sticks  were  corded  up  in  cords  like 
wood  in  ill  barns  or  sheds,  and  would  last  about  like  cobs.  Pnit  as  hay  was 
free  aiul  tin  lalior  the  oidy  question,  and  as  this  lalmr  cotild  done  in  the 
w  inter,  it  prov  ed  very  practical.  It  was  claimed  that  a  man  w  ith  a  hay  stack 
could  in  a  day  twist  more  hay,  that  would  last  Icwiger,  than  he  could  chop 
wood  with  the  logs  at  hand.  But  as  there  were  no  logs  save  a  few  on  the 
Waterman,  and  as  coal  was  out  of  the  question,  and  had  to  be  hauled  after 
being  paid  for  from  Cherokee  t>r  Fort  Dodge,  it  was  either  twist  hay  or 
freeze,  and  a  verv  comfortable  alternativt'.  .Sheet  iron  stoves  were  s(»on 
ntatle  expressly  for  the  purpose.  One  inventive  genius  actually  worked  on  a 
patent  on  a  device  that  would  thus  twist  the  hay  direct  from  the  hay  stack 
into  the  stove,  but  as  he  forgot  one  material  item,  namely,  that  such  a  device 
left  a  dangerous  haystack  in  too  close  proximity,  and  lial)le  to  burn  up  house 
and  all.  that  it  did  not  become  practical.  It  was  also  found  that  in  the  winter 
time  this  settler  coiild  go  out  into  a  slough,  where  the  tall  grass  stuck  al)ovc 
the  ice,  and,  with  a  liorse  hitched  to  a  long  heavy  Ixiard,  could  soon  scrape 
tons  of  dead  grass  from  above  the  ice,  and  twist  it  into  fuel  in  this  way. 

In  1877,  one  amusing  political  fight  was  made  on  Judge  A.  H.  Willits, 
who  was  a  candidate  t. ir  re-election  as  clerk  of  courts,  namely,  tliat  he  had 
got  so  allfired  touy,  that  lie  was  actually  burning  coal  for  fuel,  and  that  the 
poorer  hay  twister  of  a  c.indidate  shouhl  be  voted  for. 

lie  twistetl  tin--  ha\ -twisted  twist  with  his  tist, 
This  wrist  twisting,  tist  twisting,  hay-twisted  twist, 
11c  twisted  Sf)  hard  by  his  jerks — you  big  liar. 
He  twisted  that  hay  stack  right  into  the  fire. 
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O'BRIEN  COUM  V  AGRJCLLTl  KAL  SOCIKTV. 

Section  idCio  of  ihv  Code  of  Iowa  provides  for  ilu-  c-i.'i!  l;-Iii.utit  <>i  a 
cotiiity  fair  in  each  county  of  llii-  ^tatc  complying  with  llic  law.  uliicli  when 
the  cc)n(Jitio^^  are  ci )in]»lifil  with  cnlitlc^  it  tu  receive  Mindry  -late  relations 
and  aids.  Dclinnc  »iep.s  were  taken  al  SutiJerland  al  a  puiiiic  nieeling  licld  in 
Peterson  hall  Augmt  17,  1887.  with  Or.  J.  C.  Bonham,  chairman,  and  Bert 
Hamilton,  secretary.  Committees  were  appointed  on  incorporation,  grounds 
and  preniiuni>.  Mesdanies  C.  X.  Ci\^^,  F.  L.  Bidwell,  S.  A.  Grosser,  H.  C. 
Kelsey,  Siia^  Steele,  H.  A.  Peek  and  J.  (".  I'.onhani  were  electeil  its  first  hoard 
of  directors.  .Articles  of  incorpuraiii iii  were  at  oirt  <Jrafted  and  recorded 
and  stock  subscribed  in  the  aggregate  of  one  thousand  dollar.^,  in  shares  of 
ten  dollars  each.  A  charter  was  procured  running  twenty  years.  On  .\ugust 
-><^th  of  the  same  year  Dr.  J.  C.  Bonham  vtas  elected  its  first  president  and 
(  .  !■'.  Achorn,  ^ecretary.  While  tlie  law  only  requires  the  piircliase  ot  ten 
acre.-,  twenty  acre>  w.i-  |nirchased  of  Nicholas  l.iitzell.  iit>l  north  of  the  city. 
As  an  instance  of  rapid,  enterprising  labtjr  and  ctfort  of  a  united  town,  though 
much  was  to  be  contended  with,  on  October  5  and  6,  1887,  just  forty-nine 
days  after  the  first  meeting  relating  to  it,  the  society  held  its  first  county  fair. 
The  charter  wa-  renewed  Deci-miier  21,  1907.  During  this  hmi:  jieriitd  the 
society  has  iield  highly  commendable  fairs  every  year  Init  i>ne.  .\t  the  last  fair 
held  in  l<ji,>  ircni  four  to  live  thousand  innijle  were  in  attendance,  which  intii- 
cates  that  in  an  agriculture  community  interest  will  not  he  lost  in  a  cmuUy 
fair. 

The  following  men  have  held  oflice  and  worked  for  tlie  interest  of  the 

society,  which  has  once  each  year  brought  these  hundreds  of  [)'•■  file  to  Suther- 
land :  (".  X.  Cass,  IWrt  Hamilton,  11.  .\.  Peck,  T.  B.  Bark,  i:.  j.  Klli-.tt.  W. 
P.  Davis.  R.  C.  Jordan,  \V.  S.  llitchings.  K.  M.  Van  Horn.  Charles  \'oude. 
J.  C.  Briggs,  S.  B.  Grosser,  J.  B.  Murphy,  A.  C.  Bailey,  L.  J.  Price,  John 
Slick,  H.  P.  Scott,  F.  L.  Bidwell.  Alex  Martin,  and  many  others. 

COUNTY  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  &IK/\SURES. 

His  name  was  Adam  Towberman.  The  oflice  was  never  filled  but  once. 
The  code  of  Iowa  provides  for  it  It  was  April  7,  1880.  There  had  Ix-en 
considerable  discussion  in  the  jiapers  complaining  of  certain  scales  in  the 
county.    At  all  events  Adam  Towberman  applied  to  the  board  of  sttpervisors 

(31) 
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for  aiipoiiuiiiciit.  lie  was  aiipuintcd.  Ncilhcr  Mr.  Towljcniian  nor  the 
board  quit«  took  in  the  significance  of  it  until  it  was  tinder  way,  as  practically 
applied.  A  full  set  of  weights  and  measures  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dullars.  W  lien  they  arrived  tluy  weighed  a  ton  or 
morr.  luiiii;  test  weiifhts  t>>r  all  cla-^'-cs  of  >^cnlcs.  Tlie  law  |)rc»\i<lis  fees 
lur  each  u-t  niadr.  lie  applied  it  t'  i  \  erv  lucrcliant  nr  ])iiMii'  pl;ue  li.nulliiig 
articles  to  be  weighed.  Mr.  lowhermaii  >larled  out  with  team  and  weights 
over  the  cottnty  from  town  tu  town.  The  owners  of  scales  resented  it  as  an 
interference,  especially  the  fees,  though  not  large.  They  thought  he  made 
more  it  than  the  needs  warranted.  The  new>  of  his  coming  preceded  him 
and  it  hecanie  a  jitko.  At  one  hii;  st«irc  in  Sheldon,  lu-  started  in  to  rairying 
in  his  big  weights  into  one  door  and  the  clerks  jmneeded  tit  carry  llieni  hack 
around  another  duor,  aiul  put  them  lack  into  his  wagon.  They  kept  him 
packing  weights  and  measures  until  he  saw  what  was  going  on.  He  made 
but  one  round  trip  of  the  county.  From  his  own  standpoint  it  was  imprac- 
ticable. 

WHAT  BKCAME  OF  FOLK  IIUNnKJiD  TUOUSA.ND  FKICT  OF  LUMBER. 

In  the  year  1873  Ilennan  (ireve.  a  large  hiniher  dealer  and  mill  owtier 
in  W'i^c  iiiNin.  shipped  to  jolm  R.  1 'tiiiijilirey.  Sheldon,  Iowa,  four  htmdred 
thou-and  feet  of  cnlls  or  secondary  luinlii-r  from  his  mills,  lie  expected  .Mr. 
I'uniphre)  to  sell  it  tAil  in  the  startnig  up  ui  the  new  town  I'rinighar.  For 
some  reason  the  train  bringing  the  lumber  sidetracked  the  cars  containing  it 
on  a  siding  a  mile  north  of  Shddon.  This  required  an  overland  haul  of 
nearly  twenty  niiU  s  to  Primghar.  It  was  during  those  years  when  help  and 
supplies  were  di>tril)nted  to  the  settlers.  At  all  events  it  got  noised  abroad 
among  the  homesteaders  that  there  was  free  lunil)er  there  for  distribution. 
I'uinphrey  did  not  get  on  the  ground  quick  enough,  and  did  not  land  his  lum- 
ber fast  enough,  and  the  result  was  that  only  about  one  hundred  thousand 
feet  ever  arrived  in  Primghar.  Some  of  this  lumber  went  into  the  first  court 
house  built,  and  into  sundry  private  dwellings.  It  was  for  many  years  a 
disputi  Uetween  I'umphrev  and  Greve  who  should  lose  the  lumber,  and  never 
was  settled.    Greve  lu.^t  it. 

THE  HIGHEST  POINT  IN  IOWA. 

What  is  the  highe%t  point  in  Iowa,  is  very  much  like  the  (juestion  of 
"Who  killed  Cock  Robin?"  The  "International  Encyclopaedia,"  on  the  ques- 
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tion  of  the  topography  of  Iowa,  says:  *'Iowa  lies  entirely  within  the  j:^eat 
central  prairie  belt.  Its  surface  is  a  plateau  with  an  average  height  of  one 
(h.  nisaTid  feet  in  the  northwestern  comer  of  the  state,  the  highest  point  being 
I'liinghar,  in  tJ"Brien  cuiuity." 

This,  however,  is  still  in  dispute.  Even  the  oflkial  reports  do  not  agree. 
The  town  of  Alta  claims  tliat  Alta  is  an  ahbreviation  of  the  word  altitude 
and  was  so  named  l)ecaiisc  it  is  the  highest  point  in  tlie  state.  The  visit' >r  at 
Lake  (~)kr>lii.ii  is  shown  ant!  taken  to  tlie  "highest  point  in  !o\va."  <>n  iht-  v\c- 
vati'  .n  in<i  n  est  of  MilK  r"<  on  a  part  oi  that  lake,  where  a  cupola  is  built 
tusling  perhaps  tu'ty  dollars. 

The  "Official  Roister  of  Iowa/'  an  official  document  issued  by  the  state, 
gives  the  following  altitudes  in  this  part  of  Iowa:  Primghar,  1498:  Paullina, 
1.41J;  Hartley.  1.458;  Sibley,  1.5  u:  Cherokee.  1,205:  Des  Moines.  805; 
Alta.  1.5 !.V.  Sheldon.  1.41;:  Sntherkiiuk  1.428 :  Spirit  Lake,  Ii458;  Sioux 
City,  f.o<;<ji:  l-"t.  Dodge,  1,126;  Council  I'duffs.  iy.)0. 

Tlii.s  gives  it  to  Alta  by  one  foot,  Sibley  l)eing  next.  It  all,  however, 
simply  means  that  northwestern  Iowa  is  at  the  head  waters  of  the  streams  in 
the  state  and  hence,  as  a  truism,  northwestern  Iowa  is  the  highest  pcunt  in  the 
state.  It  also  means  that  we  are  "up  on  high."  with  good  dry  land,  and  not 
in  the  gulf  marsh.  Our  land  is  all  real  land.  W'e  Iiave  in  actual  acrc*^  in  the 
txiunty  3^>,vS''0.  and  of  these  acres  327,800  are  in  actual  cultivation,  with  the 
rest  good  pasture.  This  would  place  Primghar  as  the  highest  point  in  the 
county,  but  not  in  the  state. 

O'BRIEN  COUNTY  AND  ITS  DISTRICTS  AND  CONGRESSMEN. 

O'Brien  county  was  in  the  second  congressional  district  from  i860,  the 
date  of  its  oi^nization.  until  1863.    From  1863  to  1873  in  the  sixth,  from 

1873  to  1883  in  the  ninth,  and  from  1883  until  the  present  time  in  the  ele- 
phantine eleventh  district,  <r.  calK-d  hecausi-  it  was  the  largest.  In  fact,  the 
northwest  part  of  the  st.ite  heini.;  tlie  last  to  scttli-  u]).  the  district  in  \\Inch 
O'Brien  has  been  has  always  been  the  largest  district  at  the  times  named  in 
the  state.  It  wilt  be  <4)served  that  O'Brien's  first  representative  in  Congress 
resided  at  Dubuque.  The  following  is  the  list  with  their  addresses  at  time : 
William  \'andever,  Dubufpie.  1860-63:  Asahel  W.  Hubbard.  Sioux  City, 
1863-6Q:  Chark-^  Ponjeroy.  kdrt  Df)flge.  1860-71:  Jackson  Orr.  Rmme,  1871- 
75:  .\ddison  Oliver,  Onawa,  1875-79:  C  yrus  C.  Carpenter,  Fort  Dodge.  1879- 
83;  Isaac  S.  Struble,  Lemars,  1883-91 ;  George  D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City,  1891- 


Dlgitized  by  Google 


484 


o'BRIEN  and  OSCEOL^V  counties,  IOWA. 


99;  Lot  Thomas,  Storm  Lake,  1899^)5;  Elbert  H.  Hubbard,  Sioux  City, 
1905-J2;  (Jeorgc  C.  Siiitt,  Sioux  City,  1912-1^.  Elbert  Huhbanl  (lice!  June 
4,  njiJ,  am!  (icorgc  c'.  Scutt  was  appfintctl  by  the  governor  "i  luwa  to  lill 
tlie  vacancy  until  election.  Un  iSu\ ember  5,  1912,  he  was  elected  both  lor 
the  unexpired  term,  and  also  for  tile  present  full  term.  The  present  eleventh 
congressional  district  is  composed  of  Buena  Vista,  Cherokee,  Clay.  Dickin- 
son, Ida,  Lyon,  .Monona,  O'Brien,  Osceola.  Plymouth,  Sac,  Sioux  and  Wood- 
bury cotmties. 

I'kKlilSTOKli;   1  OKI  I  I'l  CATION  Jj   ANU   ULKIAL  AlOCNUs. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  there  are  definite  evidences  oi  pre- 
historic burial  monntls  am!  >rtiri(alions  in  O'lJrien  county.  They  arc  to  Ik- 
found  in  (irant  and  \\  alerniaii  lou  nships.  The  old  home>teader>-  year-  a,i;o 
were  aware  ui  them.  Indeed,  an  atlas  issued  in  lyll,  and  iiLfW  in  niany 
homes  in  the  county,  show  them  up  in  part.  However,  they  are  more  exten- 
sive and  found  in  more  places  in  the  county  than  there  set  out.  Frank  \V. 
Martin  and  Curtis  I..  Rockwell,  ex-nieniber  of  the  b«:»ard  ot*  sn]KTvisors.  and 
each  of  Highland  li  un^bip.  havt-  made  more  specific  >Hu!y  pc-rhap-  of  the 
<|tK>!!on  llian  any  i)llier  citizens  in  tin-  conmy.  Mr.  Rockwell  ha-  even  L;one 
into  it  .su  lar  as  to  make  considerable  01  a  culU-ction  01  relics  gatlieretl  from 
the  fortifications  and  burial  mounds,  made  up  vi  specimens  of  i>ottery.  siMxi- 
mens  of  stone  implements  and  other  articles  on  which  the  handiwork  of  man 
had  left  its  impress,  which  collection  he  presented  ti>  and  is  on  exliiliiii^n  in 
the  (juaker  -cliool  bnildini;  on  section  31  in  Highland  townshiji.  We 
gather  these  items  mainly  truu)  i-rank  \\  .  Martin,  now  residing  in  Highlanil 
and  who  honiesteaded  in  1871.  He  points  out  five  different  and  definite  pre- 
historic fortifications  and  three  different  burial  mounds  or  ranges  of  mounds. 
The  fortificatimis  are  found,  one  near  the  east  line  of  section  22,  in  Grant,  on 
Waterman  creek,  and  while  not  as  plain  as  the  ottuTs.  yet  shows  distinct  evi- 
dences of  excavations  and  i>ils,  with  pottery  and  oila-r  items,  A  second 
fortification  is  found  right  at  the  west  end  of  the  Cleghorn  bridge,  in  that 
township,  the  road  running  right  through  the  fort  or  fortifications.  The 
third  and  most  important  of  the  fortifications  is  to  be  foimd  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  ix,  in  Waterman  township,  on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Wagoner, 
Covering  al>ont  att  acre,  in  the  form  of  a  -(|tiare.  with  an  open  entrance  way 
(tn  eacli  of  the  lour  sides,  the  earthwork-  I'orming  a  verv  jjlain  and  distinct 
four  Mjuare.     1  he  fourth  is  found  on  section  23,  in  W  aterntan.  not  far  from 
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tile  W'atemian  Siiliny.  r>n  tin-  farm  of  Ht-nry  Rraunschweiij.  The  last  and 
fifth  of  the  forts  is  fnuiid  alxn'.t  a  stone—  thritw  i-ast  nf  the  intu  hridtjc  on 
Mr.  limes'  farm  in  \\  alcrinnn  township.  I  his  lifih  is  nearly  e<|ual  lo  the 
third  above  named,  and  shows  very  plain  embankments  or  earth  works  for 
defense. 

It  is  plain  from  the  al)o\e  that  tliese  mounds  arc  at  least  prehistoric  to 
O'Brien  county  recxjrtled  hi>t'>r\  W  e  see  that  the  anih' cities  in  other  states 
and  counties  dilTer  as  tn  'he  dates  of  oriijin  of  these  earth\vo^k^.  and  even 
a.s  to  their  purpose.  Some  authorities  limit  them  to  the  intlian,  other  au- 
thorities date  them  back  into  the  thousands  of  years  and  even  into  the  stone 
ape.  Also  some  good  authorities  conclude  that  these  earthwork  squares  were 
hut  plaees  of  worship  for  cereninnie^  of  a  religious  nature  and  n<  >\  a-  a  means 
of  defeii-e.  We  will  leave  that  <nie<tiitn  i'>r  tlie  archaeli 'LT-t  tn  settle.  If 
for  deieii-e.  iheti  certain  it  \v>ii!d  lie  they  were  made  hv  a  |>ti>]ile  wh'>  had 
enemie>.  and  who  itrobai)ly  in  their  methods  of  tightinjj  went  further  than 
the  poor  Indian,  in  merely  in  a  sly  manner  getting  to  his  enemy.  These 
evidences  of  pottery  and  stone  implements  and  relics  are  to  be  found  in  the 
eartli  Ih  Iou  *he  top  jioil  in  places.  They  are.  of  course,  much  like  similar 
earth  '.V"rk~  fi«uiid  in  manv  place-  in  th"'  c<inn1rv,  ancj  perhaps  not  prfv 
noimced  '  r  nn  <r.  lar-^e  a  scale  a-  havi'  hieii  fomid  in  other  place<  and  other 
states.  It  is  proltahle  they  are  not  to  he  found  in  any  other  townships  than 
Grant  and  Waterman.  This  is  the  only  part  of  the  county  wliere  may  be 
found  timbered  streams  and  rugged  hills  in  the  coimty,  the  natural  places  to 
make  a  ^tand  in  fighting,  as  would  be  expected  of  such  people. 

BURIAL  MOUNDS. 

As  state<l.  we  hud  three  distinct  cvidenas  and  all  in  the<e  fown>hips. 
Otie  -eries  or  ridge  of  these  ni^inid^  may  he  found  on  the  iiortli  half  of  the 
sotithea-it  quarter  <il  siciion  _>^.  jiist  a  little  to  the  northeast  of  the  jiiiiclion 
of  the  Waterman  and  Little  Sioux  in  Waterman  townsiiip.  on  Loui  Hill's 
farm.  Tn  one  of  thete  mounds  in  1882  Frank  W.  Martin  dug  up  a  skeleton, 
evidently  buried  in  a  sitting  pasture.  It  bore  evidence  of  being  a  young 
person,  a-  the  jaw  bone  bad  one  new  tooth  pushinj;  up  an  older  one.  The 
second  ;ii'd  most  extensive  mounds,  however,  may  he  found  ii!-t  north  of  this 
on  the  -anie  section  on  the  farm  of  rharle>;  J.  Wehh.  Here  are  found 
mounds  from  .six  feet  in  hei};ht  down  ti>  <|nite  small  ones,  the  ridije  of  same 
running  somewhat  irregular  and  extending  fifty  rods  or  more,    A  third 


Digitized  by  Google 


4S6 


O  BKIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COL  NTlliS.  IOWA. 


series  of  like  mounds  ma)  he  found  on  section  i8,  in  Brooks  township.  Bueiia 
Vista  cdimiy,  <>ti  the  larni  of  Williain  Brooks. 

In  tlii>  tn\vn-lii])  is  fi^iuid  what  Mr.  Martin  term-  the  M-rt  oi  caijital  <>i 
thvsc  iJt(>i)l»,-,  a  high  (.levaliou.  Here  was  I'ouni!  a  >t(jnf  cooking  >tonc, 
twelve  inches  in  diarneier,  finely  ]>oHi>hed  in  the  uppir  parts.  This  stone  is 
in  the  hands  of  J.  F.  Hate,  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Martin,  and  residing 
in  i>ro(>ks  township.  Several  smaller  burial  mounds  are  also  found  in 
Brook-  town^iliin. 

.Sctnic  have  ch>i)Ulc(l  the  fact  tlial  hulYalm  -  ever  rnaiiied  in  northwestern 
Iowa.  Mr.  Martin  staie.s  that  he  has  found  nuuierou.-  l)uit'aio  hones  and 
wallows.  Especially  is  he  certain  of  this  :n  the  fart  of  the  wide  .>ikull  and  the 
fact  that  the  horns  were  Mack  dear  thnmgh  and  yielded  to  a  fine  black  polish 
He  found  one  h«»ni  in  |>articular  in  an  early  <lay  cm  the  present  .^ite  of  Hartley 
where  street  excavations  were  being  made. 

THREE  BRICK  SCHOOL  HOUSES  IN  GRANT  TOWNSHIP. 

It  was  .-iiiiiiiilar  that  three  lirick  -eh't'il  bnildini:-  were  erected  in  I  irant 
town-liip  in  the  very  earlie-t  d;i\-.  when  \\\<>^[  of  ilie  -eliooi  bmlihnj;^  in  the 
COluity  w  ere  hut  sort  ol  shacks,  hke  the  homeslead  shanties.  Be  lure  the 
people  quite  got  on  their  feet,  or  quite  knew  what  was  gonig  on,  the  school 
board  of  Grant  township,  about  1868,  actually  built  three  brick  school  Imild- 
ings.  each  about  twenty  by  thirty  feet  in  si^e.  of  -  t  t  I  rick  On  the  east  line 
of  secti'tn  34  one  of  the  three  l)uilrhn;j;-  \\a-  li>caled.  ami  kn'^wn  a-  tlie  W  iard 
sch.  Ill  hmi-e.  A  -ei-  inil  itue  was  Iniilt  ahout  eighty  rods  imrih  nf  tlu-  i)re>ent 
Jordan  .-cho<.i  li<jLi.-e  on  section  30.  A  third  hnek  wa>  Umlt  on  section  J4  and 
known  as  the  Rowland  school  house.  Still  a  fourth  brick  sch(M>l  house  was 
built  in  the  same  way  at  Old  O'Brien.  It  was  .said  that  these  school  houses 
in  fact  cost  the  townships  and  Unard-  fniir  thousand  dollars  eadi.  or  quite 
out  of  proportion  to  the  c  i-i  idea-  <<{  llie  early  -eitler-.  am!  caii-ed  more  or 
les.s  politics.  They  were  \oied  into  school  iwnds  antl,  like  the  old  county 
debt,  finall)  paid  off. 

SCHOOL  CEREMONY  OVER  COTTONWOOD  TREES. 

it  was  at  tlie  \\  iard  school  lion.se  in  1.S71  that  i  rank  W.  Martin  was  the 
teacher  and  Ralph  C.  Jordan,  the  present  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors, 
and  his  brother,  Clay  P.  Jordan,  cashier  of  Jordan's  Bank  m  Sutherland,  and 
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Byram  Higbcc  and  a  son  of  Mr.  Titust  were  pupils,  that  a  cottiMuvoud  tree 

was  plantMl  by  these  boys  and  the  tcaciirr.  a>  a  pan  (.1"  m-Iim, ,1  study  and 
doiii^^^.  LattT  Mil  in  vi-ars  t!if  catl'.t-  all  bin  tlf>ln>\<.il  It  I  '-nr  >!>r<>iits 
sprnn.u  up  from  tlic  root^  ami  ijriw  ^miu'  \  cars.  an<l  were  attain  nearly  dc- 
stroytU,  leaving  two  sprouts  or  tree.-,  growing  together,  and  which  arc  .still 
living. 

CURIOUS  INDIAN  IXCIDEXT. 

Mrs..  I.oltic  Butler,  now  a  laily  aUnit  >c\cniy  \(ai>  ni  age,  an<l  >ud  re- 
siding at  relerson,  and  ihc  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  M,  S.  Uutlcr.  one  <»t  the 
early-day  physicians  of  Cherokee,  and  who  made  many  scores  of  trips  to 
O'Brien  county  as  a  physician,  and  well  reuKinluTcd  by  ail  ihe  early  hi>ine- 
steadcrs.  in  1S56  was  Mi>s  LutHe  Kirclmer  ami  then  a  little  i,Mrl  twelve 
\ears  of  aire.  She  was  the  --i-ter  i>t  |ac"|).  .\ugu^l  ami  JdIiu  Kirduur,  ;ind  a 
daughter  of  the  elder  Christian  Kirclmer,  one  ol  the  very  oldoi  ^1  Clay 
county  residents.  Mr.  Waterman  lived  on  the  O'Brien  county  sitle  of  the  line. 

The  little  colony  at  Peterson  consisted  of  Init  a  few  families.  The  awful 
nia.ssacre  of  1857  at  Spirit  I  J..  .1-  (.'inigh  tn  r-  r.^t  nj)  all  .sort,-,  of  feel- 
in,t;>.  Indeed,  the  Imli.ms  wli"  pt  i  jietrated  that  awful  mitratje  ita---ed  li\  and 
stopped  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Waterman,  as  staled  in  hi>  narrative,  ami  al.so 
Stopped  at  Peterson  on  their  trail  up  from  Smithland  to  Spirit  Lake  at  that 
time.  The  people  of  Peterson  were  rather  disposed  to  treat  the  Indian  from 
the  hostile  standjmint.  Mr.  Waterman  \\  a-  rather  the  opposite  and  dis|M)sed 
to  open  u])  coinnintiicatioii  with  him  and  parley  at  tinies.  \n  lud'aii  was 
seen  near  Air.  Waterman's  and  Mr.  Waterman,  using  the  >ign  language, 
talked  with  him.  The  Peterson  people  heard  of  it.  Miss  I^ttic  was  i»ver  to 
Waterman's  and  expressed  surprise  tlrnt  he  would  even  S])eak  to  one.  and 
said.  "W  Iiv.  Mr.  Waterman,  <lidn'i  yni  shoot  him  with  your  i;un?  "  'W  hy," 
s;ii<!  Mr.  W'.'iteriuan.  "]  winildii't  kill  an  Indian  ;iny  quicker  th;iii  I  W'tuld  kdl 
yniir  two  brnthers."  L<.ttie  went  back  hi>uie  au<l.  in  a  child  way.  rever-ed 
the  statement,  ami  said  that  .Mr.  W  aterman  sai«l  that  "he  would  kill  her  two 
brothers  just  as  quick  as' he  would  kill  an  Indian."  The  idea  some  way  got 
quite  set  th.1t  Mr.  Waterman  was  in  cahoots  or  in  sympathy  with  the  Indians, 
and  ail  h;iiids  were  ci lUstruinjr  how  rmicli  cliiM  truth  she  w.i-  i-Iliiv^'  in  her 
innocence,  Indeed,  the  real  ex])l.inatit  iii  was  imi  pm  tM-^etlier  f <  .r  in.-nn  years. 
At  all  events  at  the  time  it  njused  up  some  real  sentiment  at  l'eter><>n  against 
Mr.  Waterman. 
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AN  EARLY  CANDIDATE  TAKEN  UNAWARES. 

On  uiK-  uccisiou,  in  :ui  early  day,  at  a  county  ci  invention  of  ihc  Lirccn- 
back  party,  to  which  many  old  homesteaders  belungcd,  Huse  Woods,  one  of 
the  earliesit  settlers  in  Waterman  township,  was  a  delei;ate.  A  candidate  for 
the  Legislature  on  the  Rci)»il)lican  tickft  nnwittinijly  allowed  himself  to  be 
present.  u<>\  drciniiiii;  "t  In-iii'^  ciHei]  iipnu.  .Mr,  WhikIs  u.ts  much  ni  a  wit 
am!  jxililitian,  ih'-i'L;!)  lu-  never  >i<nj;lu  <'H"Ke  !iini>v!r.  .\lr.  Wo.kU  >a\v  his 
fMiini.  He  rose  very  >erii»usly  in  the  convention  and  >tateil  that  there  wa.s  a 
candidate  of  the  opfKisition  party  present,  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature. 
That  he  believed  in  fair  play,  and  that  the  voters  of  the  county  shcmld  hear 
from  all  the  cancMdates  front  all  -^i'li-^  I  le  moved  tlie  convention  io  call  upon 
this  cmdidale  and  u;i\e  him  an  o|'i>"rl;inity  to  -t.ite  all  th>i'-e  iiumy  <|iie-ti.ins  he 
would  urge  and  advocate  in  the  Legislature,  tlial  \vonl<l  he  of  special  uiterest 
to  the  pecjplc  of  O'Brien  county,  if  he  was  elected  to  that  body.  The  candi- 
date was  taken  unawares.  1-le  managed  to  timidly  get  onto  his  feet,  the  con- 
vention cheering  loudly,  and  began  to  stammer  that  "he  did  not  know  of  any 
particitlar  quesMon  that  would  specially  interest  ()"!'>ricn  cotmtv. Phai's 
all  we  want  of  you,"  >houted  Mr.  W  ootls.  "Can  it  be  pussiijlc  that  a  citizen 
of  even  all  this  northwest  Towa  would  confess  to  such  ignorance?"  "Do  you 
think,  sir,"  Mr.  Woods  continued,  "that  the  people  and  citizenship  of  O'Brien  . 
I  .  i!ir.\.  and  of  the  other  coimties  in  tliis  disirici.  desire  to  send  down  lo  Des 
Moine-  to  the  cjre.itest  parliamentary  l>oily  in  the  state,  a  man  who  has  n«) 
f>pinion>  oi  his  own.  and  who  coulisses  that  he  has  no  knowledtje  of  anv 
question  ti>  urjie  before  the  legislature  that  would  interest  his  fellow  citi- 
zens?" It  wa.s  a  climax.  The  candidate  perhaps  could  have  made  a  speech 
and  reply  a  week  later,  but  it  was  too  late.  It  was  fatal.  Another  O'Brien 
«  iiiii>'\  (  andiilate  {>■"]<  the  county  delegation  and  a  candidate  from  one  of  the 
f)tlier  counties  was  elected, 

PRAIRIE  CHICKENS. 

The  i>rairie  chickens  were  untamed  ami  nntaniahle.  I  hey  were  not  sim- 
ply in  scores,  but  in  thous.-inds  in  O  I'.rien  county.  The  county  was  not  noted 
for  wild  game,  but  the  prairies  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  rtiis  one  few  1  or 
bird.   He  absolutely  would  not  be  domesticated.   Every  flutter  of  nerve  or 

win^,'  or  l).-.(!y  <nM  "Let  me  escape."  Like  the  prairie  grass  which  was  his 
only  shelter,  he  lost  .,ut.  He  was  the  earliest  settler  iit  the  conntv.  l)Ut  lost  his 
homestea<l.    He  could  not  stand  civilization.    But  few  remain.    They  were 
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all  of  the  same  speckled  gray  color,  no  comb,  nervy,  would  literally  exhaust 

thcniMlvr-  when  caught,  ami  were  vtrv  rapid  in  tlight.  Unlike  wild  geese 
and  diuk-.  ila-  ]>rairif  iliirkni  did  a  liahitat.    But  that  hal»itation  was 

tlif  lir'.ad  c-.\itati>c  ul  a  touii>hip  witliom  a  liouiidary.  They  were  all  about 
the  >aiuc  size,  with  never  a  variation  of  color  or  mark,  weight  about  three  to 
four  pounds.  This  bird  seemed  in  utter  abandon  and  careless  with  its  nest 
and  eggs  and  even  the  chicks  but  a  few  days  old  started  out  at  unco  as  wild, 
going  everywhere.  Its  nestinj^  ancl  hatoliinir  period  was  May  and  June.  The 
ne>t  was  a  niea},'er  few  duzen  l»lade>.  oi  .iL,'ra~s.  jicatcii  down  on  the  ground  in 
the  nnd.'.l  of  the  growing  grass,  ten  to  si.xteeii  eggs  in  a  nest,  l-ven  on  the 
native  prairie  these  eggs  were  at  the  mercy  of  their  neighbors,  the  wolves 
and  gophers.  The  breaking  plow  on  prairie  sod  turned  up  and  destroyed 
many.  The  roosters  all  had  large,  yellow  throats,  which,  when  extended  or 
>treulH-<!.  <!i'l  the  crowing  stunt.  It  was  not  a  crow,  however,  hut  rather  a 
sort  I 'I  >ouud  no  one  could  spell  or  prtinounce,  a  little  like  the  vowel  ^ouiul 
"Oo,"  prolonged.  These  roosters  during  nesting  time  in  spring  stood  in 
scorvii  altmg  a  prairie  ridge,  all  Oo-ing.  and  were  quite  military  and  grand. 
They  u  ere  ea>ily  caught  by  a  figure-four  trap,  or  one  of  lath,  six  feet  square, 
with  dr<ip  dr«>rs  that  v.onld  <wing  in  hut  u>A  <iuf,  one  of  these  trap-^  often 
corralling  a  dozen  at  a  time,  with  curn  for  inducement.  They  seemed  to  have 
no  cimning.  hut  fear  intense.  The  writer  on  one  occasion,  during  a  nioiuh  in 
winter,  thus  caught  sufficient  in  number,  by  ratting  sinq>]y  the  breast  meat  from 
each  >ide.  ■^aUv]  them,  tlien  hung  on  little  hooks,  and  dried  them  like  dried 
hei  f.  and  tilled  a  four-gallon  jar  TIitM.-  were  line.  They  helped  nut  the 
homesteader  much,  a-  he  could  trajt  them  wilh-uit  cost  of  animuniti'Hi.  The 
shooting  of  them  on  the  wing  was  tine  recreation  for  the  sportsmen,  with 
setter  or  pointer  dr>g  to  stir  them  from  the  tall  grass.  Many  s|)ort$  from  the 
cities  east  made  much  in  early  t\tne&  in  a  three  days  or  weeks  outing  on  these 
i\ni'..:le<  iif  O'Rrien  county,  as  they  were  then  called.  During  the  days  of 
Court,  tlie  jutlge  an<l  nearly  every  atlornev  had  his  gnn.  Ho  wa--  a  uohlc 
little  hird.  game,  alert,  ready  for  action,  hut.  like  the  prairie  sod,  he  went  with 
it.  He  had  the  nobility  of -an  Indian  in  pr(  >portion  to  his  size.  The  sportsman 
admired  hU  gamey  movements  and  flight. 

OTHER  GAME. 

As  we  have  remarked.  O'Hrien  county  6in  not  be  said  to  be  or  have  been 
noted  for  its  game.  W  ii.it  little  there  was  was.  a^  set  out  by  John  McCor- 
mack.  confined  to  a  small  territory  down  on  the  Little  Sioux  and  VVaterman, 
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where  were  found  small  fringes  of  timber,  but,  like  the  prairie  chicken  and 
prairie  grass,  now  extinguished.  The  county  now  has  tactically  no  game. 

The  migratory  ducks  and  geese  and  other  birds  can  hardly  be  said  to  belong 
to  O'Brien  county.  The  (Hi;nl>  liavi-  iiiimiyraitil  in  and  >rttl(.i].  a>  the  groves 
grew  lor  their  prolcctiijn.  I  hey  tiid  nut  belung  tu  the  wild  inaiiie.  Com- 
panies of  "sports"  have  at  times  organized  in  stniie  towns,  or  a-  against  other 
towns,  choosing  sides  for  the  suppers,  to  test  the  killing  of  the  largest  num- 
ber of  gray  squirrels  injuring  the  c<ini.  At  one  bnui  betueeii  Prinigliar  and 
Hartley  al><)ut  18S4  they  jointly  killed  thirty-live  fiuiidrii!.  l^•\^c\er.  they 
can  hanliv  he  called  ^anie,  bnt  ratlier  classed  as  pe^ls.  1  he  county  in  the 
years  187J-70  olYered  a  bojinty  of  ti\  e,  then  >even.  then  leu  cents,  for  gopher 
scalps.  It  reached,  however,  a  sort  of  scandal  stage.  The  argument  made 
was  to  protect  the  tiehls  of  the  honie>teader.  but  si>  many  hr  'Uj^lit  tluiii  in, 
and  wlialcMT  the  tntth  nia\  have  I  teen,  it  bei  aine  the  joke  lhal  the  \\li"le 
g'ljiluT  liiile  was  often  cut  u|)  uiit"  -talji^,  and  by  llie  lunc  they  ^.ii  urticially 
in  all  its  gopher  solemnity  before  C  oiinty  Au<liior  A.  J.  Edwanls.  they  »nielled 
so  bad  and  in  such  condition,  as  to  bring  out  his  "dod  blame  it,  boys."  that  he 
couldn't  scientifically  determine  seal|)  from  sliced  hide,  ami  all  had  to  be 
omtneil.  It  soon  ^iit;uked  ^o  \<,\u\  nf  L;raft.  to  divvy  up  on  coiHity  war- 
rant^, that  it  had  \<>  in  shut  off.  It  la^teil  fonr  years,  but  those  years  were 
long  referred  to  as  jointly  the  "gopher  M  ai]) "  and  "gras>hopper"  years.  The 
gopher  scalp  bounty  sort  of  evened  up  the  grassli.  iiper  ravages.  But  all 
this  is  perhaps  aside  from  the  game  of  the  real  s|M>rtsman.  Migratory  birds 
have  follo\ve<I  in  the  m  i-  Init  imt  many  game  birds  or  animals  are  foimd 
at  this  date,  except  the  jai  k  laMiil  ■  .r  an  1  Tcn^ional  \vi>lf,  mink,  Ixnx.  beaver 
or  perhaps  a  few  other  animals.  The  streani>  being  few.  anil  not  a  single  lake 
of  any  size,  fishing  is  but  a  lost  art  in  the  ctunity.  We  will  make  note  of  the 
few  earlier  large  game  in  the  note  liclow  on  the  one  noted  hunter  of  the 
county,  John  McCormack. 

JOHN  .\f 'C0K.\l.\CK.  .\  .\01KU  IH  Nn  U. 

John  McCormack  was  tiu-  inost  noted  hunter  of  wild  game  ever  in  the 
county.  He  was  lioni  in  Kii-.li  county.  Indiana,  l  ebrnarv  1;.  iS,?!.  lie  first 
came  west  to  \\  averly  ulieii  a  yinni;;  man.  and  t'>  <  ) Urien  (.mnuv  in 
Though  he  came  during  the  year->  of  the  home>te.ider  inllu.\.  he  Ixnight  iiis 
land  of  the  Iowa  Falls  &  Sioux  City  Kailroad.  which  was,  in  fact,  part  of  the 
real  Illinois  Central  grant.  He  bought  at  five  dollars  per  acre.  He  first 
opened  up  a  hotel  in  Old  O'Brien,  but  the  doings  going  on  there  soon 
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disguslccl  him  aiul  lie  .settled  on  his  farm  in  W  aterman  township,  and  con- 
tinued there  in  all  its  period  of  pioneer  tife.  until.  Init  a  few  years  nj^o,  in  his 
old  age,  he  retired  and  now  (1913)  is  still  nlivc  at  the  grand  old  age  of 
seventy-nine,  a  hale,  wtll-prcscrvcd  man.  lit-  iuli to  the  scIimi.)  r,t  the 
simple  life,  of  hakei!  Iierms  and  venison,  lie  prrlia])-  llie  mu-  ami  ••i;ly 
man  in  ihc  county  who  for  a  long  .series  of  years  actually  lanned.  and  at 
same  time  in  real  earnest  shot  and  captured  his  own  wild  meat.  The  coinUy 
being  almost  entirely  prairie,  around  and  near  Old  O'Brien  and  his  farm  was 
the  <jnly  natural  place  in  the  coimty  for  the  larj,'c  game.  Mr.  McCortnack  in 
his  time,  and  within  the  limits  of  that  jtart  of  the  comity,  killed  an<l  dressei! 
over  two  hundred  ilecr.  In  fact,  as  he  states,  he  acuially  made  a  good 
living,  while  everybody  else  was  being  eaten  up  hy  grasshoppers,  by  selling 
the  venison  at  Gierokee,  Sioux  City  and  Fort  Dodge  and  shipping  the  hides. 
He  also  captured  and  trapped  his  full  share  of  beaver  and  other  animals  for 
the  fur.  Wolves  were  ])lentiful.  and  a  wulf  -calp  called  for  a  Uouniy  from 
the  county.  It  is  prol»al)le  that  not  a  sinpie  deer  couM  now  be  found  in  the 
county  even  by  so  expert  a  hunter  as  Mr.  .McCormack.  Game  of  the  larger 
variety,  like  the  Indian  or  the  prairie  grass,  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  There 
ne\  er  has  hi-en  but  one  John  McCormack  in  the  cf)imi\ .  I  le  onl\  had  a  small 
territory.  ,iiul  lu'  iiraclicilly  g«>t  all  there  was.  His  exjierieiice  in  such  a 
county  as  (  )'i;ri<  n  ran  never  he  repeatetl.  therefore  tlii^  item  s])ecially  ap- 
plies to  him.  as  a  eoiuily  inciclent.  He  was  a  brother  of  B.  l\  and  F.  M. 
McCormack. 

REMINISCENT  INTERVIEW  OF  B.  P.  m'CORM.VCK. 

Benjamin  Franklin  McCormack,  in  my  judgment,  was  one  of  the  most 
uni<|ue  and  original  characters  of  whom  I  had  a  personal  acquaintance  in  the 

whole  fr.rty  years  in  the  county,  I  had  one  really  memorable  inteniew 
with  him  about  one  year  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  j^rew  reminiscent  ainl 
contidenliai.  hut  .still  in  his  usual  style,  which  impressed  nic.  He  was  even 
then  suffering  from  the  malady  which  caused  his  death,  and  e\'en  spoke  of 
this  feature  of  his  serious  trouble,  which  brought  on  the  inter\'iew.  I  shall 
try  to  give  it  as  ncaily  in  bis  exact  words  a^  I  can  from  memory.  I  can  not 
put  in  his  piitictnatton  and  emi)hasis.  I  believe  that  any  one  wli.>  ever  ktiew 
him  would  pick  him  out  as  the  author  of  what  I  give  l>elow.  1  .t,Mve  it  place 
for  the  reason  that  it  covers  so  much  of  the  inner  county  matters  in  those 
early  days,  and  expresses  the  truth  so  well,  and  from  so  original  a  source. 
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and  explains  many  shuitcomings  of  those  early  men,  and  even  gives  some 

partial  excuses  f'T  c  iinlitiutis,  as  \vc  in  utlu  r  W'irds  liavi-  attciDploii  ti»  ]>urlray. 

It  !llu^t  he  ri  n)rinin.iv(l  that  Mr.  McLurniack  did  nut  arrive  ni  the  county 
lujlii  i6jo,  ten  years  alter  tlie  Lioslcr-Colcr  crowd  conxnicnccd  ihcir  bad 
work.  As  they  contracted  all  the  Ijad  debt,  or  the  body  of  it,  in  the  five  years 
from  i860  to  1865,  it  can  be  seen  that  Mr.  McCorinack  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  that  bunch  ui  wnrihies,  even  tlioiigli  he  does  himself  boast  of 
being  the  "siRcessur  in  trii>i"  to  that  crowd.  .Mr.  Mil  orinack  slricliy  be- 
longed to  tlie  croud  <'i  actual  settlers  ot  1S70  and  on.  The  most  that  can 
be  struck  at  him,  I'^rhap.^,  is  that  as  an  official,  with  others,  he  allowed  the 
old  debt  to  be  sued  and  put  into  judgment,  when  perhaps  it  might  have  been 
defeated  in  large  part.  Also  that  he  particifjated  too  freely  in  those  specula- 
tions with  I'uniphrey  an«l  others  at  Des  Moines  and  Sioii.x  City,  in  the  de- 
preciated county  warrants  and  bonds  lo  be  in  harmony  with  healthy  ot^icial 
action.  However,  his  comments  on  dte  surroundings  of  things  will  tlirow 
more  or  less  light  on  the  partial  contributions  of  himself  and  others  amid  the 
hard  ;Ljra>>hopi)cr  and  other  troublous  situation^. 

Mr.  MoCiiritiack  was  an  ediu-ated  man.  lie  hail  a  ])r<)ni mnceil  personal- 
ity. He  wa.s  a  keen  observer  oi  men.  He  understotHl  the  >ireei  and  the  cor- 
ner grocery  crowds  of  men.  He  was  long  a  member  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors from  187 1  to  1878,  and  chairman  much  of  the  time.  He  was  grandilo- 
quent instead  of  clotjuent.  He  was  a  graml  entertainer  for  a  half  day,  sit- 
tin;^  in  a  room  with  a  small  crowd,  but  could  not  talk  to  an  assembla,t,'e.  He 
had  read  poetry  and  the  cla^-^ic-.  He  had  a  flow  oi  language.  He  wa>>  tr!\  ial 
and  >ound  in  streaks.  He  was  a  politician  somewhat  on  the  ".star  chamber" 
order.  On  the  board  he  was  the  whole  "it"  It  was  practically  a  one-man 
board  on  all  questions  that  he  flesired  to  hit  He  was  a  powerfully  built 
mail.  MX  feet  in  height,  weighed  two  hundred  pounds,  lived,  as  he  said,  as  well 
as  he  naild  live  in  grassho]»per  litne<.  clean  in  familv  life.  He  punctuated  his 
conversation  with  good  wholesome  profanity.  He  had  a  full  round  face. 
hea\  y  gray  hair  and  light  blue  eyes.  I  shall  make  somewhat  of  an  item  of 
this  interA'iew,  because  he  was  linked  with  so  much  of  all  public  affairs 
from  1870  to  1880.  when  the  "old  regime."  as  he  proudly  called  it.  went 
down  in  politics.    It  was.  however,  the  "old  regime"  of  the  •second  decade. 

In  my  mind  1  have  teriiu-d  this  "Met  ormack's  Solilocniy.  '  for  such  it  is. 
He  in  three  hours  covered  many  (|uestion>  not  here  given.  I  liave  condensed 
that  which  relates  strictly  to  cofinty  matters.  In  some  of  his  phrases  some 
readers  will  m  >*  exactly  Mnderstan<l  his  significant  meanings.  One  WOuld  have 
to  understand  the  vernacular  of  the  early  times  to  fully  appreciate  them.  This 
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is  also  true  of  many  items  and  phrases  in  this  history,  but  we  can  not  make 
explanations  too  exteinlcd.  Mr.  McCormack  totjk  in  the  whole  range  of  the 
(Jack  matters  in  the  county.  It  has  been  seen  that  up  to  January  I,  1884, 
many  of  the  county  treasurers  had  their  troubles  in  various  forms.  He  in- 
cluded in  his  remarks  comments  on  the  "old  re^not''  as  he  would  almost 
boastfully  call  it.  Mr.  McCormack,  in  his  very  truth luhiess,  in  "fe^scn  up," 
as  ht'  lirnicd  it.  often  h»>k  men  unawares  and  ofT  tlicir  feet,  until  uncon- 
sciously parted  with  hin>,  with  the  parting  thought,  that  "B.  F.,"  after  all, 
was  not  so  bail.  Indeed  when  one  reads  some  of  his  comments,  we  can  see 
that  such  a  set  of  conditions  was  a  hard  matter  to  battle  vrith  from  any 
standpoint 

I'"nllowing  i>  his  "Soliloquy,"  commencing  with  T.  J.  Alexander,  who 
was  tlu-  most  recent  trta>urfr  with  his  trmiMi  -. : 

"\  es,  poor  JelT  Alexantler,  county  treasurer,  he  never  knew  what  hit 
him.  Many  of  those  old  officials  didn't  know  what  hit  them.  They  were 
conditions.  Poor  JelT.  Oh,  ye  shades  of  John  Wesley.  Good  Methodist,  just 
like  Jeff.  .Say,  IVck,  why  in  thunder  didn't  those  Methodists  take  up  a  col- 
lection and  make  u|i  Jctf's  shortages?  Then  there  was  that  other  \VMir  un- 
fortunate, Chester  \V.  Inman,  county  treasurer,  with  his  visions  and  dreanis 
of  a  three-story  castle  on  the  classic  Waterman,  with  its  big  cedar  cliffs  bluff, 
trying  to  be  a  young  Yellowstone  P^k;  too  mudi  county  treasury,  busted 
farm,  good  man.  old  soldier,  foiq^  bled  and  died  for  this  blessed  country  of 
ours,  and  a  good  soldier  too  he  was;  first  in  politics  a  reformer,  then  joined 
our  Old  Regime,  couldn't  keep  out  of  it,  succumbed,  fell  flat.  I'.ul  such  is 
hard  fate.  "What  fools  we  mtulals  be.*  Then  there  was  that  poor  sardine 
of  a  preacher.  Rev.  Rouse  B.  Crego,  another  poor  dog  tray,  maybe,  in  part, 
county  treasurer  if  you  please,  part  of  a  term  only ;  bought  a  load  of  horse^; 
— some  told  it  on  him  that  ho  IvMight  them  with  countv  fim<Is-  went  to  Sioi!\ 
City,  .stayed  there  too  long,  several  weeks.  John  I'umphrcy  said  they  had  t'M. 
much  good  whisky  down  there,  but  Crego  said  he  made  John  his  deputy,  and 
then  John  stole  the  office.  But  then,  a  preacher  had  no  business  trying  to 
handle  nioney  in  such  a  hog  trough  as  we  had  in  them  days.  A  two-dollar 
church  collection  was  his  size.  He  served  our  Old  Regime  fairly  well, 
couliln"!  ho!]>  himself,  had  to  he  good.  John  was  his  de]»iitv  and  while  he  was 
gone  to  .Sioux  C\ty  John  got  the  board  to  declare  the  office  vacant  and  ap- 
pointed John  in  his  place.  Crego  soon  found  out  he  couldn't  run  a  cotmty 
by  the  church  route.  I  knew  he  couldn't  Ust  long.  He  couldn't  double  shuffle 
county  warrants  with  John  Pnmphrey.  Yes.  that  reminds  me  of  John,  King 
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Jnlin,  prince  oi  tlit  royal  IjIockI.  John  R.  riiiniiliri  v  t"i>r  many  year."  run  the 
Wall  street  of  O'Brien  county.  Yes.  yes,  again  yes.  John  R.  Puniphrey, 

Honest  Injun  John, 

One  shoe  off  and  one  shoe  on. 

My  son  John, 

Ciloritnis  Fct«m  of  the  F.  F.  V.'s,  the  First  l*amilies  of  Virginia.  IVince  of 

Wales  oi"  (  )  r.rit  n  ^miniy. 

■■  llicn  last  Imi  n.a  li  .i-l.  i5riii.imin  P'rankhn  Met  i  inn.K  k.  of  llic  OKI 
Rvi^niir.  succo-^' r  in  ini^i  in  llu-  mantle  of  iliosi-  Ih-'om-iI  aniMcm'>.  Rosier, 
Lolcr.  i  iffcy  ^  Co.  Vcs,  I'ltiijainin  i-ranklin  McCorniack  is  a  poor  man. 
It's  no  disgrace  to  he  poor  with  a  rich  wife.  Ixx>k  upon  ntc.  a  sage,  in  the  old 
doings  of  O'Brien  county,  with  my  hair  silvered  over,  an  old  man.  the  pre- 
server aii'I  ^.Miardian  of  the  dear  people,  onr  "Ccstni  Oiic  Tni>ts,"  Imt  con- 
foum!  the  iK  ar  catlle.  ^  oiu'  ot  those  smart  fellows  <,'oi  their  full  share. 

"Anil  then  there  was  that  hig  tail  (luiYcr,  Warren  Walker,  willj  his  lung 
whiskers,  with  even  more  cheek  than  your  humble  servant,  and  lM)th  of  us 
hatl  more  than  a  government  mule  (when  shall  we  three  meet  again),  a  good 
sera].|  er.  fought  in  the  «)])en;  \vc  tried  to  u^e  hin;  in  the  Old  Regime,  but 
he  finij^hi  11 ;  ])art  of  the  time,  hut  yon  know,  I'eek,  after  all  W  alker  had  a 
heart  in  him  as  big  as  an  o.x  (and  he  had,  as  the  writer  nodded  back  and 
knew  full  well). 

'*But  we  couldn't  help  some  of  those  poor  fellows  falling  by  the  way. 
They  were  eolifiised  in  a  period  of  had  times.    I  mean  JefF  .Mexander  and 

riiester  W'.  Inniaii  and  perhaps  others.  Like  IVwir  Dog  Tray,  they  got  into  a 
bad  >lop  ]iail.  In  laet,  I'eck.  those  old  "hirst  Seven"  (barring  Old  Ilan.  all 
the  time)  handed  <lc»\vn  to  us.  all  of  us.  and  to  tiie  county,  a  bad  mess  lo  deal 
with. 

".\nd  then,  lest  we  forget,  there  was  old  Hannibal  House  Waterman. 
'Old  Man."  the  first  man  Cod  nia<!e  in  O'Brien  rn'inty  A  man  all  right,  in 
an  old- f.'i<hioiuil  'eanip  meelin"'  could  e.xhort  lo  laal  the  ear>.  He  was 
trying  U:>  farm  a  little,  those  first  fellows  first  gave  him  some  of  the  offices 
to  make  a  fairly  honest  showing  and  then  took  them  away  from  him.  as  soon 
as  he  would  not  do  as  they  told  him.  Besides  those  huckleberries  had  their 
very  pliable  gmd  nature  !  <  Ink'-.  Archibald  Murray  an<l  Henry  C.  Tiffey, 
who  did  most  of  the  book  w  ork.  \\  aternian  hardly  knew  what  was  going  on. 
He  was  farming.  Vcs,  Old  lian,  first  and  oldest  inhabitant,  honest  as  the 
hills;  let  0*Brien  county  history  embalm  his  good  old  soul  with  all  the  praises 
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and  solace  that  heaven  can  bestow.  He  was  God  Father  at  the  christening, 
and  'I'it  Injuns.' 

"Thai  there  was  that  Isaac  W.  Daggett,  saved  every  five-cent  piece,  got 
rkh  with  the  Old  Harry  going  on  all  around  him,  too  honest  for  our  Old 
Regime,  wouldn't  join  us. 

"Then.  too.  old  Capt.  A.  I.  Iliiu .inK.  omnty  ainlitur  ihiriiiij;  the  Gopher 
Scalp,  joker  ot  days,  :in<l  diiriiif;  tiie  \v<ir>l  of  the  grasshopper  years;  just 
think  oi  reform  during  that  perii>d.  But,  Peck,  when  they  condemn  me,  they 
should  consider  that  I  came  here  in  1870,  and  that  grasshoppers  were  before 
every  session  of  the  board  of  supervisors  nearly,  in  some  form,  during  which 
I  was  a  member,  to  get  taxes  thrown  off  or  stuiie  worse  plight.  I'.ut  back  to 
Captain  Edwards,  tall.  stra'L;ht  as  an  arr>>w.  loii^  heard.  Iilack  as  coal,  in  hi;- 
best  days  an  ideal  soldier,  a  real,  an  actual  captain,  a  soKlier  wlio  ditl  lighting, 
but  nevertheless  he  had  to  be  all  O.  K.  for  our  Old  Regime;  bless  that  phrase. 
a«  Old  Cap  said,  'Dod  blame  it.  boys,  my  old  debts  are  big,  just  like  the  county 
debts;  put  'em  in  judgment,  sue  'em,  and  we  can  add  'em  up  hotter."  Of 
course.  Peck,  we  know,  that  was  a  cnrions  idea  of  finaticc,  and  perhaps  not 
a  very  good  qualification  for  a  public  ufhcial  to  pilot  a  county  through  such 
troubles,  but  what  in  thunder  could  we  all  do?  We  had  to  live,  and  when  we 
got  a  warrant  we  could  only  get  from  twenty-five  to  forty  cents  on  the 
dollar  for  it. 

"Then  there  was  old  Jiidije  A.  II.  W'illits,  clerk  of  the  district  court,  yes 
and  of  the  old  circuit  court  Ix-fore  it  was  abolished,  editor  of  the  O  Brictt 
Pioneer,  down  at  Old  O'Brien,  then  at  I'rimghar  for  some  years,  then  later 
to  Sanborn.  The  good  old  judge  was  always  good  humored,  a  pretty  writer, 
best  dancer  in  town,  polite  as  a  king,  loved  to  see  him  stroke  those  long 
silken  whiskers  of  his.  hap]iv  all  day.  never  saved  a  cent. 

"But  we  mustn't  fors:;,^^!  (  lark  Green,  our  Clark,  everybody"'^  Clark  Green, 
pioneer  store  keeper  and  merchant ;  had  a  hard  row  to  hoe.  We  claimed  him 
at  times  as  part  of  our  old  crowd;  honest  Clark  Green,  he  was  honest,  too 
honest  for  his  own  good,  honest  enough  for  you  reformers.  He  was  too 
generotis,  dished  out  his  flour,  sugar,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes  to  those  un- 
lucky grasshoppered  old  homc-teader'^.  who  came  into  his  store  in  their  pio- 
neer poverty  as  it  were;  who  couM  withstand  such  an  appeal.''  W  hat  county 
treasurer  could  stand  sudi  an  appeal?  Talk  about  his  store  busting  as  it  dM; 
it  couldn't  do  anything  else.  See  here,  Peck,  you  rantankerous  reformers 
couldn't  have  killed,  trapped  or  shot  down  with  a  shot  gun  those  millions  of 
grasshoppers  ;mv  better  than  wi-  did  W'e  had  to  live,  and  we  all  had  to  do 
business  among  the  business  that  was  going  on.   Green  and  Pumphrey  took 
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in  couiily  wararnts.  Green  took  tlicin  in  un  his  sture  Ijills.  Cwittitv  w  arr.iins 
was  the  money,  the  legal  tender  ot  tlic  realm  over  which  \vc  as  kings  and 
boodlers  presided.  Green  took  warrants  for  his  goods,  and  the  only  merchant 
in  the  whole  east  half  and  south  half  of  the  county  trying  to  carrj'  the  whole 
bunch,  which,  aftir  he  gut  them,  t. -uM  tmly  j,'et  from  twcnty-five  t"  I'Tty 
cents  on  iIk-  <lollar  for  tiicm,  from  tiiosc  fellow,  i'oik  &  lliililiell,  of  Ucs 
Moines,  or  \\  care  &  Allison,  bankers  at  Siou.x  City,  who  boiiglu  them  up, 
and  then  put  them  into  judgment  and  collected  it  all  Why  don't  you  reform- 
ers shed  a  few  tears  for  them?  Both  Green  and  Pumphrey  had  to  tumble 
round,  as  best  they  could,  with  the  county  treasurers,  sclioo!  treasurers,  and 
every  body  else,  ami  us  old  vnini  r->.  and  the  old  j^anj^.  and  the  honest  old 
6culcr  and  old  homesteader.  1  lungs  did  get  into  an  infernally  bad  tix.  It 
did  need  real  reformers.  I  really  hope  the  county  will  get  over  its  bad  case 
of  small  pox.  I  played  King  Bee  as  well  as  I  could.  .  I  lived  during  the  fu- 
neral period  of  the  county.  Hosier,  Cofcr,  Tiflfey  &  Comiwny  handed  to  us 
an  inlu-ritatne.  and  we  all  had  to  tloimder  around  a-,  be>t  we  ('•uM  I  know 
that  your  humble  servant  and  Warren  Walker,  and  Kinj;  luini  am':  the  In- 
mans,  caught  blazes,  but  we  were  up  against  it.  Bui  the  dear  people  did  one 
righteous  act  to  Gark  Green  when  they  elected  him  sheriff  for  eight  years, 
and  made  amends  for  his  store  tj'"»ds  they  ate  up.   He  deserved  it. 

'"But  the  end  of  the  world  came  to  i>iir  (^Id  Ri-^'iini-  in  1877,  in  the 
.Ale.xander  contest  o\er  the  oftice  id'  county  treasurer,  wiili  and  ai^aiust 
Stephen  Harris.  But  referrmg  to  lhi»  content,  of  course  the  dann  that  was 
made  at  the  time  that  voting  in  that  cigar  box  should  have  affected  that  elec- 
tion was  all  a  hoax.  But  he  had  to  do  something,  we  had  to  light.  The 
election  was  close,  only  se\'enteen  majority.  We  f,'rabbed  at  straws.  That 
contest  w  as  an  exciting  event  in  the  county.  It  was  a  climax.  The  tW't  can<li- 
dates  were  simply  in  the  puddle.  They  couldn't  swim  out,  and  it  took  a  con- 
test to  get  the  pole  to  either  of  them.  Of  course  we  know  that  many  of  those 
old  treasurers  had  all  kinds  of  troubles.  Many  of  them  got  in  over  their 
depth.  That  contest  becann .  .1-  it  were.  Cu.ster's  last  Stand  in  O'Brien  county, 
our  last  fiiflit.  W  hen  <  tlier  folks  ;ittciu])t  to  save  a  drowiiini,'  man.  they  get 
carried  under  the  waters  themselves.  J  hal's  what  happened  to  a  lot  of  those 
county  treasurers.  The  very  cost  of  that  contest,  probably  five  hundred  or 
more  dollars  to  each  one,  was  more  than  either  of  them  was  able  to  stand  in 
those  days.  Debts  were  debts  in  those  days,  county  debts,  township  debts, 
school  debts,  private  debts. 

"Then  you  fellows  came  on  the  scene,  diorge  W  .  ."sdue.  and  Ezra  M. 
Brady,  Thomas  Holmes,  William  W.  Johnson.  Benjamin  Junes.  John  L.  Ken 
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ncy,  Jacitl)  H.  Wolf,  l-'rank  and  Fred  Kri'%bee,  Dr.  C.  LMn,i:>Ii' >re.  1  hihrrt 
Sprapnc.  David  \l!,'-ver.  W.  X.  Strong,',  Frank  X.  Drrlu .  I.mii  !■,  \  h-r\n  .  i  ).  11. 
Monuhcinicr,  Gcurge  R.  Slucum.  I'rank  A.  Turner.  W  illiam  Marker.  \<<hu 
Metcalf,  J.  A.  Stocum,  William  I'.  Davis.  E.  E.  BriiUnall,  Oliver  M.  Shunk- 
wiler,  Frank  Patchy  J<Meph  Shinski,  Henry  C.  Lane.  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  ray  <lear 
friend  here  present,  T.  J.  Alexander,  and  others  of  a  large  following:  yes 
and  Frank  T.  I'iper  i.f  ihr  Shrhl  'ii  MtiH.  1  nin-^t  not  furs^et  hini.  \\h<*  all  con- 
cluded that  payment  was  the  solution,  and,  I'cck,  it  ivas  the  only  solution  in 
lact. 

"Of  course,  in  natural  sequence,  sprung  up  the  Taxpayers'  Association  to 
defeat  the  debt.  Mamy  goo<l  men  were  in  it.  Their  intentions  were  honest 
There  was  grand  uld  A.  \\  l'.nvcr<.  wivi  headed  the  list  and  signed  the  peti- 
tion in  court  to  kn^nk  nui  the  dehl.  There  was  that  'iripinal  liniMpie  char- 
acter, William  Huston  Wouils,  as  one  of  the  most  active  leaders  (  11  use.  you 
know,  his  favorite  expresision  oft  rq>eated).  These  men  were  supplemented 
and  assisted  by  Ralph  Dodge.  W.  R.  Powers,  Thomas  J.  Steele.  Silas  Steele, 
Jiidf^e  .\.  H.  Willits.  i'nianuel  Kindig.  meinlK-r  of  the  hoard.  |o>.ei)h  Row- 
land. .iK'i  .1  numlier,  Harney  llarniMn.  ."^id  Hitchinys.  William  Keiiynn, 
Charle>  S.  Stearns.  I'.zra  W.  McOniher.  janus  Mayce.  and  a  larire  tuIlMUini^ 
who  took  the  position  that  it  was  the  l)e>l  renie<l\  to  attempt  to  dcteal  the  deht 
in  the  courts. 

"This  created  two  camps.  So  far  as  Bosler,  Cofcr  &  Qx.,  were  concerned 

most  of  this  debt  should  have  been  defeated.  That  old  <lebt  was  a  tiMM.l  deal 
like  JelT  A!e\an<Ier*s  county  treasurer's  cash:  yes.  a  5.,'ood  deal  like  the  >ame 
njoney  when  it  got  into  John  I'umphrey's  Bank  of  England,  .so  mixetl  up  with 
everything  else  on  earth,  they  never  could  follow  it  up.  Ba<!ler.  Cofer  &  Co. 
were  a  bad  bunch.  They  handed  us  a  lemon  sure  enough.  But  the  defeat 
of  the  old  snag  or  debt  was  impractical.  T  will  c(  an  <  K  li  had  been  clinched 
too  tight.  They  Mow  lilaze^  at  some  of  us  old  <irti(  iaU.  liecause  we  sat  by 
and  let  them  serve  u>  with  original  notices  and  put  them  into  judgment  and 
not  fighting  them.  But.  Peck,  <lid  you  ever  think,  most  of  that  was  <lone 
during  the  grasshopper  times.  WTiere  were  most  of  those  judgments  ren- 
dered? Xot  in  our  own  dear  little  OT.rien  county  court  bouse,  where  we  at 
least  niijjht  ha\e  been  i>reseiit,  hut  tnaiidy  in  the  United  State-  c  nrt  a'  Des 
Moine>  or  .Simix  (  its  .  In  those  days  aUo  the  law  was  that  sm  h  .i  -nil  against 
a  county  could  he  brought  in  any  county  in  the  state,  and  many  were  so 
brought.  Who  had  any  money  in  them  (Uys  I  want  to  know  to  go  tramping 
off  to  Sioux  City  or  Des  Moines  or  some  distant  county  seat,  and  hiring 
(.32) 
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thuubaiul-ilullur  lawyers,  ami  pay  luiu-i  \n\\>  u  illi  cmiiuy  warraiiis  at  i'»riy 
cents?  Old  Captain  Edwards  wa.s  alinust  right  in  tho!>e  days  when  he  >aid, 
*Dod  blame  it,  boys,  put  'em  in  judgment ;  we  can  add  'em  up  easier."  You 
reformers  couldn't  have  f  ilmi;  in  those  days  W  e  couldn't  and  didn't 
But  that  contest  spnileil  our  lia--Ii  all  tlie  >ame  1  rank  i'li^lu-i-  \\a^  right  in 
that  contest,  thoiifjli  1  was  ilu-  otlier  side,  when  he  juinped  up  and  i»nt  in 
the  middle  ol  the  lloor  in  that  court  riH>ni  and  shoulcil  thai  It  was  lime  lUr 
some  damm  thing  to  be  done.' " 

Then  Mr.  McCormack  turned  on  me  with  some  flattery  and  perhaps 
some  condemnation  thus:  "Here  is  J.  L.  E.  Peck  himself,  scrapper  and  sav- 
iour Lit  the  county  seat,  mde  that  unile  all  over  the  couiUy.  \n  lien  the  Sanliorn 
bo\s  iricd  to  play  hookey  with  the  county  seat.  Confound  you.  i'eck,  you 
and  George  \V.  Schee  were  the  only  reformers,  who  were  ever  able  to  tumble 
round  in  office  and  politics,  during  the  period  of  our  old  regime,  and  who 
were  able  to  get  out  from  under  the  jug^maut,  without  getting  their  necks 
broke. 

"But  then.  J.  I-.  li.  i'eck.  old  settler,  with  Benjamin  l"ranklin  McCor- 
mack, two  twins,  with  the  gray  hairs  growing  fa.st  in  our  hea»ls,  like  'i'i>psy, 
we  may  as  well  *fess  up,*  and  'fess  plenty,*  on  our  sins.  Yes,  J.  L.  E.  Peck, 
keen  obser\"er  of  human  nature,  wht)  is  acquainted  with  the  old  records  and 
knows  the  sqttirniings  of  all  ii'-  old  dinners,  yo^,  I.  1..  1",.  I'eck  and  Sclue  and 
I  lolines  and  P.rady  able  to  lie  real  teloriners.  and  \et  su  itifi  clear  <  <i  I  'niniihrcy. 
and  Benjamin  I  ranklin  .McCormack  &  Co.,  successors  in  trust  to  Bosler  and 
his  blessed  bunch,  we  Peck  and  McCormack,  will  shake  hands,  you  over  your 
success.  I  over  mine. 

"But.  Peck,  do  you  realize  that  you  and  Schee  and  Holmes  and  Brady 
and  other-  of  your  hunch  could  not  have  performed  your  mission,  even  five 
year>  earlier.  Our  Old  Regime  could  not  have  done  it.  even  had  we  heen  en- 
di)wed  from  heaven  with  good  intentions.  That  bad  place  they  say  is  paved 
with  gcKxl  intentions.  Init  it  is  that  bad  place  all  the  same.  We  had  grass- 
hoppers to  eat  us  up.  we  had  jjrairie  fires  to  hum  us  uj).  crops  on  prairie  sod, 
in  dfht  tip  t''  'iir  I'ccks.  ha<l  to  twi-.t  hliie  joiiu  hay  to  keep  warm:  see  here. 
Peck,  be  a  trule  kuid.  he  charitable,  your  skies  were  soon  lifted,  mine  coiuiniied 
for  the  whole  period  here.  I  was  not  in  at  the  christening  of  the  county.  I 
did  not  help  organize  the  little  still-bom  county.  I  have  attended  the  long 
years  of  its  livinjj  funeral,  with  |)rairie  fires  to  hum  over  the  county,  leaving 
its  black  funeral  path  of  dcstrndion,  to  ^av  notliing  of  debts  for  breakfast, 
debts  for  «linner.  debts  for  supper,  and  then  debts  at  nij^ht  to  dre.ini  over  in 
blessed  .sleep,  and  still  «lel)ts  to  leave  and  die  unpaid.    I'eck.  come  now.  don't 
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condemn  us  with  a  sledge  hammer.  Plant  a*  prairie  sweet  william  over  my 
grave. 

"Alas,  poor  Yorick.  Alas.  ]>iMir  Richanl.  I'oor  fellows,  poor  old  hoiiic- 
steat^lcrs,  ate  up  by  grassliuppcr.s  and  chintz  bugs,  poor  Okl  Ivcgime.  Alas, 
its  county  officiak,  poor  old  homesteaders,  old  settlers,  the  whole  push,  they 
were  -lark,  dark  days. 

"Exit.   Alas.    Et  Dicu." 

COMMENTS  BY  THE  EDITOR. 

1  knew  B,  F.  McCormack  well.   I  think  he  uttered  every  .sentence  I  have 

written  alvve,  and  much  more.  It  was  his  cliaracteristic  conversation.  His 
"sulilcHjuy.  "  as  i  term  il,  always  .seemed  U>  me  to  be  the  eml>cr.s  oi  truth  shot 
out  from  a  heart  that  had  passed  through  troublous  times.  Each  of  those 
public  officials  and  others  were  bumped  at  in  politics  as  they  passed  out  of 
office.  The  eonditions  left  by  Mr.  McCormack  and  his  Old  Re.!;iine,  as  he 
called  it.  wink-  imt  to  be  s]»oketi  in  the  samt-  breath  with  the  Do>lcr  doings, 
yet  tiiey  were  a  set  of  cmiditions  that  had  to  be  corrected.  He  is  probal»ly  cor- 
rect wlien  he  says  that  that  correction  could  not  have  been  made  five  years 
sooner,  or  any  earlier  than  it  was.  The  hard  times  were  too  strenuous  for 
sooner  action,  that  would  really  meet  the  situattion. 

An  carrying  out  au<l  verifying  some  of  Mr.  McCorin.u k'<  st.itenietiS.  the 
senior  vdit'T  will  give  one  item  in  hi-  iiidi\i<hial  exjierienoc.    In  I  was 

appointed  a>  a  connnillee  to  check  up  the  term  of  office  of  Judge  .\.  11.  \\  illits, 
clerk  of  the  cotirts.  It  occupied  twelve  and  one-half  days.  I  was  allowed 
three  dollars  per  <lay  in  a  county  warrant  for  thirty-se\'en  dollars  an<l  fifty 
cents.  I  solil  that  warrant  to  John  I'nniphrey  for  fifteen  dollars  to  |>ay  niy 
board.  \s  one  can  -ce  in  ri-^ntt.  I  got  alKnit.  i>r  a  trilU-  over  one  dollar  per 
day.  One  can  see  from  this  item  the  signitk'ance  of  Mr.  McCormack  s  re- 
mark, where  he  asks.  "Who  had  any  money  in  them  days  to  go  tramping  down 
to  Sioux  City  or  Des  Moines  to  hire  thousand-dollar  attorneys  in  United 
State-"  conrt-  to  fight  those  dd)ts?**  And  yet,  when  said  and  <Ione.  much  of 
that  debt  and  ilie  large  jiart  of  it  was  fraudulent,  and  as  against  those  first 
men  who  created  it  and  who  <leserved  defeat. 

BIOCR.XPIIU'Ar.  IIATA  AN1>  ARMY  RECORD  OP  OLD  S0IJ>IERS  WHO  HAVB  LIVED 

O'BRIEN  COUNTY. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  book  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  iwge.s,  compiled 
by  George  W.  Schee  and  O.  H.  Montzheimer,  and  published  in  1909.  It  gives 
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the  residence,  date  of  birth,  names  of  wife  and  family,  date  uf  enlistment, 
name  of  company,  regiment,  division,  brigade  and  cor(is,  from  what  state, 
names  of  battles  in  which  ciigai^t-d.  wIrh  (li>chargt'l.  ulu  tlKr  paroled,  or  a 
prisoner.  an<l.  where  im])ris<)ne<i.  with  length  of  time.  In  additi'  ii  In  this  army 
record,  it  iurthcr  gives  the  date  aiul  place  of  settlcineiu  in  the  cuiuiiy,  if  an 
old  homesteader,  then  his  description  of  land  entered,  and  located,  with  name 
of  township,  of  what  lodges  or  chtirdi  a  member,  whether  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  an<l  uf  what  ])ost.  an  I  other  data.  This  book 
or  army  record  thus  gives  a  '•ketch  <<(  alxait  niu-iliird  of  a  \yA'j,c  to  each  of 
live  iiundreti  and  seventy-tive  soldiers  of  the  Mexican,  I'hihiipine,  Civil  and 
Indian  wars,  and  who  at  some  lime  have  reside*!  in  ihe  county. 

One  only  needs  to  read  the  first  biography  given  to  grasp  the  very  exten- 
sive research  and  correspondence  necessarv'  to  comjjletc  this  work,  for  work  it 
was.  O.  H.  MotU/.lieinier  spent  some  three  inonth-<  at  \\';i>hingt<>n  anvitig 
the  itld  army  repi>rts  and  arch:\is,  to  secnre  tlii>  data  ol  army  record  anthcn- 
tic;  all  this,  besides  much  time  spent  at  Frimghar  with  Mr.  Schee  in  the  slow 
process  of  mails  and  letters,  directed  to  those  who  have  removed  from  the 
county  or  the  families  of  those  deceased.  Mr.  Schee  published  the  book  at  his 
own  expense  and  presented  a  co[)y  to  each  old  soldier  or  hi:-  family.  Both  its 
contents,  as  well  as  the  publication  itself,  is  a  worthy  item  of  histor>'  in  the 
county. 

The  editors  of  this  history  had  originally  decided  as  far  as  possible  to 
omit  all  statistics  or  long  lists  of  names  or  figures  on  all  questions.   But  we 

will  deviate  in  this  list  of  oM  >oldifrs.  The  Civil  War  was  the  greatest  war 
in  all  history.  As  stated,  tlve  hundred  and  seventy-tne  --ettled  in  or  have 
resi(lc<l  ill  till'  conntv.  This  would  represent  ahoiil  tliat  nnnilier  of  families. 
With  the  chiUlren  and  grandchildren  of  ,-oldiers,  they  probably  now  represent 
a  full  fourth  of  about  four  thousand  of  the  population  of  the  county.  The  full 
army  record  of  each  name  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Schcc's  Book  of  Army 
Records,  l-lach  child  and  grandchiM  will  be  glad  to  reai]  the  name  of  granrl- 
father  in  this  honoreil  list.  an<l  the  old  soldiers  will  be  g!a<l  to  run  over  this 
condensed  statement.  Many  of  these  oUI  soldiers  were  also  old  homesieatlers 
and  pioneers  and  helped  to  fight  out  the  early  problems  of  the  county.  The 
figures  in  parenthesis  indicates  the  year  of  settlement  when  known. 

LIST  Ol-  OLU  SiJUJIEkS  WHO  HAVE  SETTLED  I-\  o'BUIE.N  COf.NTY. 

Bt^er  Township — ^Le\'i  M.  Allison.  Abel  H.  Balcom  (1871),  William 
Wallace  Beebe  (1883),  Gustavus  Bollenlxck  (1881),  David  Br>'son  (1877), 
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Andrew  Cannan  (  iS/U,  Charles  H.  Dingly  (  18691,  Andrew  J.  Donavan 
(  icSjO).  Byron  DnuKvan  (18701.  J.  W.  Donovan  118701,  Leonard  Grady 
(i88_';,  Demetrius  J.  Judd  (.lii^i),  J^^»"  {iii66),  W  illiam  H.  Kiiepper 
(1871),  Wallace  Lasher  (1884),  William  \V.  Luce  (1870),  Daniel  Morfitt 
(1871),  Enoch  Philby  (1870),  J.  J.  Philby  (1889),  WiUiam  Pursell  (1871), 
Wallace  i:  Rinker  (1870).  William  Short  (19O0),  Henry  Sutter  (.1870), 
Samuel  G.  Sutler  (18701.  Warren  Walker  ("1871).  William  W.  Walters 
(1871),  John  Waod  (1871).  I  rank  ii.  Wymatt  (1872). 

Caledonia  Towtiship — William  O.  Boyd  (1876),  Henr)-  Frederick 
Gebert  (1907),  John  Wollenberg  (1883). 

Center  Township — Jared  P.  Blood  (  1871),  William  Brander  (1873), 
.\ilo!|>hiis  \  .  Conaway  (i88j  i.  William  11,  I'rown  (  1871  1.  Dewitt  C.  Chap- 
man t  1X71  I.  Charles  |.  Clark  (  1870).  Ancil  L.  Creamer  (  187J).  Willard  II. 
Lalon  (  1875).  John  Evans  (.1871 ),  David  M.  Gano  (1870),  Daniel  Griffith 

( 1870)  ,  Philip  A.  Hamm  (1871),  Marquiss  (Mark)  Hannon  (1871),  George 
Hay  (1888).  David  Ingraham  (1870),  Jasper  N.  Marsh  (1889),  Francis 
Mat. .11  I  1S71  \.  I'rank  Matott.  Jr.  (1871).  Archibald  McDonald  (1870),  Al- 
fred I'  Ml  I  ..••nil  i[S70),  Cliarli"i  Moon  (1870),  James  Morton  (1876), 
William  Oliver  (  1873),  David  I'alen  (  18701.  George  I'litzenmaier  (1871), 
George  Sanford  ( 1873),  ICphraim  Scott  ( 1873),  Jo.scph  Seidell  (1884),  E«ra 
F.  Smith  (1870).  WUliam  H.  Smith  (1872),  Milton  Thornton  (1876), 
C  laudius  Tifft  (1871).  Orlando  M.  Whitman  (1871),  Melvin  C  Wtlkins 

(1871)  .  Kduin  R.  Wood  (  i87_''). 

Carroll  Tineiisliif^ — Abel  Applcton  (1871),  An«lrc\v  J.  Brock  0'^Cx>), 
John  Gements  ( 1873),  Harley  Day  (1871),  Willard  H.  Dorsey  (1871),  John 
Dtirgin  fi88o).  Gladney  Ewers  (1871),  Dewitt  C.  Fields  (1869).  Milton 
Gillespie  (  187O.  Miles  H.  Hart  (1871),  Au^st  F.  Herrick  ( 1870  ),  Horace 
I'arker  Ilolyoke  (1871).  Elnathan  S  Thilur  1  1871),  Benjamin  nnttliinson 
(  187C).  Cieorge  X.  Klock  ( 1872),  rheodi)re  F-einaster  (  1871  ),  Mareelliis  G. 
McClelUui  (  187-').  Oscar  McEhvain  (  i8fK>).  J.  E.  McMillen  (187C).  George 
Mennig  (1870),  Silas  Pool  ( 1871),  George  W.  Schee  (1871).  Isaac  Sprague 
(1871).  John  F.  Stone  (1873).  James  Thomas  OS71).  Charles  W.  Tooth- 
akcr  (  187O.  George  Van  Epps  (1871),  James  J.  Wiley  (1879),  James  M. 
Lewis  (1 883V 

J'lwn  of  t'u/io;/«  /-  James  Burnworth  (1804  ).  William  Meier  (1884). 

Dale  Tounuhi/^ydccAi  C.  Hillyer  (1870),  Thomas  T.  Shaffner 
(1871).  Thomas  J.  Tralock  (1883). 

FlnyJ  T(Kcnshit>—rj\mmv]  W.  Bache  C1881").  William  Bonner  (1883). 
John  A.  Brown  (1873).  Asa  G.  Canfield.  Isaac  Clements  (1871).  Edward 
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J.  Copping  (1880),  George  \\  .  Copping  (1872  ),  Amnion  H.  Damon.  Uenry 
Denny  (187O).  'I'imiahy  iJonahuc  i  iS-i  >.  |;mio>  A.  (ik-nii  (  1S71  ),  I-llijah 
W.  Gregg  (  1874  ),  Jii>luia  \\  .  I).ivi>  i  Jtisqiii  .M.  Kirk.  C  harles  Lingen- 

fcltcr,  Benjamin  l*.  11.  Luce  (i8'h>),  W  illiam  Lyle  (1870),  Rol>crt  E.  Osborn 
(1871).  Se>'niour  ShrytM^  (1871 ),  George  Sill,  L.  S.  Stone  (1871),  Frank 
Turfrce  ( 1878;.  Kdwin  A.  Ward  (  1871 ).  Lcroy  S.  Hackctt  (  1S71  ,1. 

l-ranklin  7".>ii'«j7n'/'— 'I'lmnias  j*.  Alien  (  1881  1,  riii'inus  11.  Cmson 
(18S1  I.  Isaac  hanit-ls  {  W  illiam  11.  Dummitt    187-2),  Jacob  H.  VVolt 

(.1873J,  Lhark'.N  11.  /.ctliiiiaii  (i870». 

Grant  Tmsntship — David  Algyer  (187J).  Anson  Albee  (1876;,  Isaac 
P.  Ashalter,  William  W.  Barnes  (1869),  Don  Carlos  llarry  U^7o). 
Kolwrt  W".  lioyd  I  1S71  I.  JosL'ph  I  Bryant  (18SS).  [nhn  K.  Burrou^ 
(  1X71  I.  Sm1i.ih(iii  K.  (  armichafl  t  187S1,  ( "liarlfs  I-".,  (  liainlk-r  1  i8'm;  ».  denrgc 
11.  LoIjIj  ( 1871 ),  W  illiam  .\.  Compion  y  1871  ».  JuIj  11.  Llirisl  {  1871  >.  Charles 
A.  Didiot  (1869  ),  George  H.  Diggins  C'*^77)'  Byram  H.  lickman  (1869). 

Amlrew  J.  Ivlwards  (  ),  Benjamin  V.  Kpperson  (colored)  ( i8"o).  John 

H.  Frush  (1878).  J.'liii  H.  Fumal  (1881).  W  .irnn  X.  Gardner.  Kettbcn 
Gross  (  1870).  DiN.iivK  r.  Ilanii'ii  1  i8<^x>i.  Steiihiii  Harris  1  1870  t,  I.utlier 
E.  Head  <  1870),  Hiram  H.  1 1  imehaiigh  1  1871  ).  Harvey  llotiiiian  (  18701. 
Daniel  \V.  Innian  (1866).  Chester  \V.  Inman  f  i866>.  August  Jacoi»  t  1880). 
Corwin  M.  Johnson  (1869),  George  \V.  Jones  (1870).  Samuel  J.  Jordan 
(  i8(Kj|),  John  W  .  Kelly  (  18681,  |anie.s  Kcnyon,  John  Loder  (  1871  ).  Thonias 
iMcllatli  (18701.  |..!in  ("  McCaiidla-s  (  i86<>).  (  harlo  W  Merwin  (  i88o). 
W'illianj  .Newell  (  18^7).  Jitlni  11.  IVek  (  188 Wwiiiaii  l\tnn!i'.:t- "n  <  1871  i. 
Louis  Renville  (  1881 ).  .Xapoleon  Renville  ( 1881  >.  .\laii.-itn  t  lark  Ruitinson 
(1878),  William  H.  Seeley  (1882),  Joseph  H.  Shearer  (i87i  >.  Edwin  T, 
Shepard  (1877)  William  Slack  (  1871),  Edwin  R.  Smith  ( 1870).  Charles  M. 
Str]>linis.in  (  1871  ).  1:11. ich  R.  Streeter  ( 1873),  James  Streeter  (1871). 
Orville  .\.  .Sutlmi  (  i8-j ), 

HiyhUtiui  Tounshij — Charles  )•'.  .\ll)ri;,dii  i  1871 },  W  allace  Ihiclianan. 
Doctor  F.  Burke  (1872),  John  M.  Ca.scy  ( 1869),  Anderson  M.  Clegfaom 
(1870).  George  Washington  Collett,  John  S.  Culbertson  (1871),  Cyrus  I. 
Dewey  ( 1873).  Jame.s  T.  Dewey  f  1871),  Zadoc  P.  Freeman  (  1870),  William 
Gaskill  (1870).  Livingston  T.  G-mv^  (18781,  George  llaketnan  (  i87_'». 
Abner  M.  Hunter  (  1877).  John  Jcsop  (  1884).  W  illiam  W.  Johnson  (  1871), 
Alexander  Q.  Long  (1883),  Asher  Lyon  (1871),  Wallace  Partridge  (1882), 
Jonathan  Richardson  (1870),  Russell  Salisbury  (1875),  Edward  Shea 
(1870).  William  M.  S(|uire  (]R7o).  Herman  Tiflfany  (  1871  1.  William  G. 
Virgil  (1869),  Homer  H.  Wekster  (1870).  Jasper  H.  Rickey  (1880). 
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Hartley  Town  and  Township — R<*ert  W.  Ayers  (1881),  Samuel  Boyce 
(1883),  VValkti-  W.  Urnwii  (1888).  Thomas  D.  Carpenter  (,  i88o  i.  W.  H. 
(."unrad  (  iSSi  ».  loliti  (_ .  l/ratn  (  iS^ij  ),  'riu)n)a>  havis  (  iSt>i  i,  Cliri>.lian 
L)L»rmaii  i  ii>'>i  ),  \\  illiam  A.  I'llli"tt  1  iSu-'  i.  J'>-fiih  L.  ( iatje  (  ),  Samuel 
Grapes  Tliuiuas.  \  .  Grifliili,  All.  lluii,  James  ilall,  i'liilip  E.  lialha- 

way  (1885),  John  E.  HolforU  (1885),  Edmund  J.  Hurley  (1888),  Samuel 
Kaestlen  (1880),  Eleazer  J.  Kelly  (1895),  Franklin  Kelley  (1882;,  David 
Kroft  (1S93),  Smedlev  H.  McMaster  (1887;,  Erwin  Barker  Messer  (1887), 
Leonard  Miller  (  1885  ).  '  Morris  (  i88_>  i.  (jcorge  Xicoclenuis  (  iSyni,  RoIhti 
i'aisclcy  (^1884;,  John  X.  Smith  (_i88ij,  I'rancis  Soucy,  Janics  .Slccce 
(1888),  John  L  Story  (1888;,  Rufus  Tarr  (1888),  James  S.  Webster 
(1883),  John  \V.  Thomas  (1882). 

l.iih  -'lii  'I'":,i,s'iif' — William  H.  Oppclt  (1883). 

(>iiu-,;i!  Tou'iislii/'  llynm  C.  liiHilnn  (1884),  Charles  (_).  Co'>kinham 
(  iSSi  ).  Lhrisiupher  ili»pie  (1888).  James  II.  I'canor  (iHijo),  Philo  Stevens 
U871),  John  J.  Tlumipson  u8y4J,  William  Wicks  (1886). 

/'aH/ZiMO— John  X.  Bower  (1886).  Fletcher  C.  Bi>yd  (1888),  W.  F. 
Clark,  Elias  H.  Conniryman  (  1807),  Orson  F.  Epjileston.  George  C.  Jones 
(  iS8n.  Ge<.rj,'e  11  \.y>u^.  juliii  .Mfiealf  (1884).  Charles  W.  Sprague 
11885).  William  I*.  Siraiton  tiS83i. 

y V<w;<//j(//-  I'eUT  K.  i>ailey  1  i88<j,k  at  Sheldon;  Henry  IJ.  liallard 
(i8c)o>.  Sylramis  C.  Bascom  (1882),  Ira  Boat  (1876).  John  W.  Campbell 
(i8<)j).  Samuel  A.  t  arter  fi88«;>.  William  Castledine  (1887),  George  H. 
C'  i.k  (  1887).  lame--  l{.  Daniels  (  1874).  Geortje  W.  Davis  (  1877  >,  j'>"ics  P.. 
Dunn  (  iSSo),  I  raiieis  A.  Gere  <  188^  :1.  Henry  Goodman  (  1SS4  .\i-|>.)n  M. 
Hadden  (i8o_>).  Illias  T.  Holt  (  i8yo).  Julius  Montzhenner.  Bratiford  J. 
Peasley  (1894).  Charles  H.  Slocum  ( 1888).  Lewis  D.  Thomas  fi8-r>). 
Peter  Torreson.  Samuel  C  Wood  (1895). 

Simboni — Henry  Koden.  James  F.  Sissoti  (  188  |).  J<^>hn  Shine.  Charles 
H,  Staiishtiry  (18851.  John  Siel.liiiis.  S.-mnu-I  J.  Stoke-  1  i8S|  |.,hn  W. 
Tiwld  (  1888  J.  Harrison  X'anderli])  (  18(^3  ).  Jo>,r|,h  .M.  \  incent  1  1SS7  1.  Henrv 
M.  WaUton  (1896).  Tobias  D.  White  ( 1878),  Charles  E.  W  hitney  [  i88_'  ). 
Ransom  R.  Wilcox  (1897).  William  H.  Woodman  (1881).  Hiram  Winn 

Sitthcrliiiiii—Mydv.n:]  Betz  f  i8«;5  ).  Tr.sq,Ii  Cowan  ('t87rK  Robert  Cnm- 
niing  (  i88j).  Davi.l  Goldtra]).  I'.  Oeer.  lidward  L.  Hudson.  Frank  M.  I.ee 
(1899).  D.  H.  Lemhurg  (1885),  Lewis  J.  McCulla  (18  70).  Comfort  C. 
Slorrill  (1882).  Edward  W.  Parker  (1890).  James  Parks.  Jr.  (1887), 
Charles  Peaker  (1870).  David  W.  Pratt  (1880).  Julius  Renville  (i88i). 
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William  Kheinhart  (1884J,  Danid  M.  ShchKm  (  i»8_').  i'harles  M.  Short 
(i8S4t.  11,  C.  Spcrry,  J.  H.  Stockwcll  (i88ij,  Lewis  P.  Vance  (12^90), 
Xelsun  W  ells,  Clement  M.  \\  iley 

Liberty  TtmntlUp — ^Thomas  J.  Alexander  (1870).  J.  Hartley  ^Uexander 

(1869)  ,  David  R.  Barniore  (1869),  William  Thomas  Bethel  (1876),  Ben- 
jamin Bidwell  (1898),  Francis  L.  Bidwell  (1881).  W  illiam  M  Brevfogle 

(1870)  ,  Aaron  r.rown  M875).  Ja>iKT  N.  iliirrouj^'hs  1  18701.  Jcn'mc  B. 
Davis  (1870).  Jnliu>  C.  Doling  (18701.  I'hilip  A.  Ilnicry  U871;.  Thomas 
J.  FieUls  (i80«j;,  David  liarknebs  {^i^jo),  Hlani  Hiatt  (.1874),  James  H. 
Hicks  (1870)1  Henry  E.  Hoagland  (1870).  George  \V.  Louthan  (1878). 
Squire  Mack  (1870;.  Joseph  Manley  1  18701,  William  Marks.  Janie>  B. 
Ma-Mii  f  iXSi  I,  (Icoffjc  Xelson  (1871),  Tlioinas  P..  Xott  (  1870),  John  K. 
i 'uiiiiiiirt  v  I  iSOi)i,  Hiram  W.  Ui-dm.-m  1  iS7St.  Uaac  L.  Ueriok  (  1S71  ».  John 
M.  Snyder  (187-'^,  James  M.  Stewart  (^1870),  Thomas  G.  Stewart  (1870;. 
William  J.  Stewart  (1871),  Daniel  Tuttle  (1870),  Richard  M.  Vanhom 

(1871)  ,  Sidney  Viers  ( i860),  Lester  C  Washhnrn  (  1870),  Hiram  C.  Wheel- 
er (1876).  M.inin  D.  Wlutlcr.  William  II.  Wiit-e  1  1871  1.  Iliram  A. 
W'onlen  (  i8(x>),  Jt•^■^^■  II.  W'riijht  (  18701.  TvUt  IMward  Sprai^'iie  (18701. 

6"iJ«frc»r«— James  \'.  Allen.  William  T.  IJowen  (^1880).  Hugh  Erwin 
Carroll  fi88o),  Abram  DeLong  (1871)),  Clinton  Dewitt  (1887).  William 
C.  Dewitt  (1882),  Ireneus  Donaldson,  Martin  Finlay  (1883),  Abner  \V. 
Hnrmnii  (  i88j  ).  .Mnmran  A.  Hitchcock  (1887),  John  C.  Inman.  W.  Oaiij 
Jack>oti  (i8()j).  t/harlcs  Joins  (1804  I.  Gforgc  W.  Kimball  (i88_'  i,  I'.lias 
Leonanl.  Barney  Mc.\nlel  (i88j),  Jo>c])h  V..  McCormack  (i8«>,^),  \\  illnir 
P.  Mills  (1880),  Chauncey  F.  Owen  (1880).  G.  F.  i'eckham  (1879),  Ira 
G.  Pool  ( 1879),  R.  G.  Pratt.  Caleb  Pringle. 

5//tV(/f>H— Sampson  Adkins  (1888).  Ruel  W.  Allen  ii^n),  William 
J.  AniUr-nii  (  i88i  1.  Orri^on  V..  .Vndrew-.  George  .\hrend  (1801  1.  Osmond 
M.  Barrett  (187,^),  James  lUacom  (1878).  l-'.rastus  W.  Bennett  (187,^^ 
George  L.  lierry  (.1873),  John  D.  Billings  (  1879),  John  1".  Bishop  (  1884  ), 
Walter  B.  Bowne  (1881).  John  Brennan  (1874),  Bryan  George,  Joseph  D. 
Bmx  e.  RolK;rt  Bnrnett,  Horatio  P.  Bnrnham,  Jf)hn  H.  Butler,  J.  D.  Butler. 
J.  W.  (  arson.  .\.  D.  Coats  (i8()n.  Alljcrt  T.  Cohh.  Stephen  A.  Cdbum. 
George  F.  ("olconi  (  187V).  I'"elix  G,  Cole  C 1870).  Jesse  Cole  ( 1887).  Harmon 
Cook  (1871).  Uriah  Cook,  Charles  Cottel  (1875),  1".  S.  Cottel  (1875), 
Pahner  Crampton  (1892).  H.  M.  Crocker  (1887),  Mortimer  B.  Dametl 
(1883).  Edgar  J.  Davis  (1882).  L.  E.  Davis.  John  R.  Deacon.  William  H. 
Dorward  r  1884^  iVrrv  \  Fd-lington  {  !88o).  Daniel  G.  F.ldridgc  11883), 
Alpheus  H.  I'ord.  Cliarles  W.  Ford.  J.  W.  I'uller  (i8«^).  William  Gibson 
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(1802),  James  X.  Gingrt-v  (  ),  Juhn  A.  Ginther,  Charles  W.  Glynn 
(1880).  George  A.  (irecnticlii  1  il^ysj,  I'raiilc  II.  Guthrie  (  i8-_'l,  George  H. 
Hardell  {\^77}.  Albert  1".  Harl  (i8y7J,  John  M.  Mayes  M8ii4j,  Frank 
Heale\.  Davis  iiaa;vtraiid  Ui>^5-)»  VVilhani  Hcckcr  {iH/O),  J.  W.  llicks 
(1870;,  Phineas  C  Hicks  (1870),  William  Hicks  (1870),  James  Holland, 
Calvin  Hook  (1873).  Aixlreu  Hunt  <  1878).  Alber  Hurley  (1899),  Henry 

C.  I-ane  1  i87_>»,  IvKvin  I'.  l.angU-y  (  i8v5),  J.  W.  Lee,  T.  J.  Lett  (1878), 
J.  U.  Lias  (  18881.  Robert  I'..  Lock\vi>o.l,  .Morliiner  Lyons,  Isaac  I"..  Mark- 
ham,  L.  D.  Marshall,  Janie.s  Marsion  i^iSjj),  Robert  .Martin  (  itS8jj,  Joim 

D.  McBroom  (1801),  James  M.  Merrill  (1873),  Edwin  P.  Messer  (1882), 
Andrew  Miller,  John  B.  Nfiller,  N.  Harrison  Montis,  William  H.  Moore 
(1889),  R.  A.  Morris  I  i88_'  ),  Fred  V.  P..  Morrisc.n,  Alfre<l  Morton  (  1879), 
Lewis  Myers  (18051,  Albir  11,  Xeft  t  1881  1.  William  Olinger  1  18801. 
Etlniond  F.  I'arkhurst  (,1871).  George  i'aUerson  (188JJ,  James  I'edcn 
(1804),  Francis  M.  Perkins  (189-'  ).  J.  I.  Perry  (1893),  -^i  Seeley  Powers 
(1888),  Joseph  W.  Reagan  (1881),  Eugene  Kiddell  (1883),  Joseph  Kider. 
William  IL  Riley.  Edwin  V.  Royce  i  18041,  Thomas  Ryan,  Henry  A.  Sci>tt 

( 1870 )  .  Jonathan  T.  Shaw.  J"hn  M.  Schrenk  t  1801  ).  (.'harlcs  II.  Smith.  ]<>hn 
W.  Steelnian  (  (  i8()j  1,  Henry  G.  Ste]jliens.  William  X.  Strong  (1874),  Jo>cph 
W.  Taylor,  George  Terry  (1874),  .\ndrew  J.  Trcaster,  Britton  Vanness,  John 
C.  Vancaropen  (1873),  David  K.  Vrooman  (1896).  Henry  M.  Walsmith 
(i88->  ).  O.  W.  Walker.  Horace  Welhnan  (1891  1.  Xels.m  R.  Wildrick,  j  <  •. 
Wilsnnith.  George  W.  Wilsey  (1887),  Henry  H.  Winters,  John  Woodard. 
Warren  J.  WmikIs.  James  WykofT  (187,^*.  I'-  M.  Vonng. 

Siininiit  TozcHship — George  B.  Davids  (1880),  Stephen  F.  Jordan 
(1873). 

UnioH  Township— jAma  R.  Gulp  (1885),  Peter  Rich  ( 1883  ). 

Jl'atentian  Townsbif> — Edward  C.  F'mwn  (  1870).  Bciiiamin  V.  f  rim]»- 
bcll  (  1807).  Erastns  I".  Cleveland  (  i88j),  I'liiio  (].  Coleman  (  187.2).  James 
A.  Dewitt  1,1873),  Russell  Dewitt  (1870),  William  S.  Fuller  (1870),  .Abra- 
ham K.  Hardenbrook  (1884).  Asa  Harkness  (1871),  Charles  W.  Hoxie 

(1871)  ,  Samuel  B.  Hulbert  (1869),  James  C.  Jenkins  (1881),  James  P. 
Martin  (  1887V  Ge.»rge  A.  McOmber  (1869).  Jerome  Morse  (1866).  J.  H. 
Reager  (1885).  Janu-s  Roberts  (  1871  1.  Charles  M.  Stephenson  (1865), 
Almeron  Waicnnan  (1875).  T-ionel  .\.  W  orth  (1869). 

MiscHlatteous — ^D.  W,  Buell.  Livingston  A.  Bumell.  William  H.  Buch- 
amm,  Albert  C.  Bumside.  RichanI  Butler  ( 1876),  John  H.  Creamer.  George 
Denny,  .\lbert  Don. nan.  Mari  an  Fl.mdcrs.  Zcph  D.  ITolUnbeck.  D.  Morris, 
Israel  Pancoast.. George  W.  Rutherford  (1873),  Samuel  C.  Todtl.  William  S. 
Wyatt. 
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THE  SCRUB  POET. 

In  the  various  jniMir  alTair-^.  rvcilcincnts  aii<l  early  ilc\ il<)jnnctn>  in  the 
county,  tlie  Scrub  i'uct  ha-^  ijuitc  occasionally  ami  [jcrsistcntly  {iollcii  mlo  the 
ring.  -Many  of  these  effusions  luue  been  neither  original,  Shakespearean  nor 
classic,  and  scarcely  poetic.  Nevertheless  they  have  at  times  hit  off  sundry 
mile  heats  in  county  doings.  The  poetic  critic  will,  therefore,  disarm  him> 
.self  l>efore  Immliardinj,'.  A  place  i>  given  to  tifis  novice  pm-t  laure.ite  with 
tlic  th<iui,'ht  that  the  reader  will  enjoy  a  little  spice,  even  tlnaigh  they  did 
at  tunes  hit  K>cal  happenings.  Ihey  are  of  Jen  selected  from  both  sides  of  the 
sundry  questions,  from  this  hi.storic  spice  box,  and  not  to  hit  this  or  that  at  the 
present  late  date  now.  For  instance,  this  little  couplet : 

"Prinighar  jumped  up, 
County  seat  pup," 

was  the  expression  of  Editor  Caleft  G.  Bundy,  an  early  1881  drastic  and 

sarcastic  writer,  as  a  then  soft  of  sneer  at  rrinij,diar.  either  in  the  Primghor 
Times,  just  as  he  left  i'nm^har.  ■  .r  mi  t!ie  l\t:iiliiut  Times,  as  a  parting  salute, 
in  sarcasm,  when  he  nmved  that  jtaper  tn  I'anllma. 

Some  six  or  eight  oi  the  Imie  parodies  ni  this  chapter  were  written  by 
Jonathan  A.  Stocum,  a  large  farmer  and  early  attorney  in  Sanborn.  He 
moved  there  from  Chicago  with  the  town  in  1878.  and.  with  John  Lawler 
of  the  Milwaukee  road,  had  laiti  out  and  i)latted  St"cuni  iv  I.awler'-;  addition 
•  til  Sanl)orn.     Among'  the  -anu-  year-,  i>r  a  little  later,  W.    \.  Mickey,  tlie 

father-in-law  of  Jacob  li.  Wolf,  of  the  Bill,  platted  Mickey's  adtiition  to 
Hartley.  Mr.  Stocum  had  been  a  lecturer  for  years  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Commercial  College  in  Chicago  and  was  much  of  a  punster.  In  his  musings 
over  the  wild  jirairics,  and  in  observations  on  the  then  large  herds  of  cattle 
roamintr  on  the  wild  rantrc  of  prairie  pn<tnre>'.  with  the  c<iws  lariateil  nut  in 
the  towns  and  streets,  atui  of  the  \erdanl  and  pioneer  appearance  of  the  then 
two  little  burgs  set  down  in  the  prairie  grass,  witii  their  first  wooden  business 
shacks,  many  unpainted,  made  him  use  the  expression  below  jingled : 

"Hartley  and  Sanborn, 
Lariated  out, 

Prairie  ,t(ra>s  throwing. 
Wolves  all  about." 


Digitized  by  Google 


O'BBIEN  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


Mr.  Stocum  also  jingled  the  little  parodies,  "Tig,  Tag,  Toe,"  "Intry 
Mintry  Cutery  Com."  "GUI  Mother  Hubbard,"  "llumpty  Dunipty  un  the 
Wall,"  ami  some  other  Mtithcr  Go<;>se  parodies.  The  Scrub  I'oet  ahIlo^t  in- 
variably runs  to  tile  parody  aii<l  imitation.  I'his  will  l)e  observed  in  the 
numerous  parodies  herein  given,  which  have  appeared  in  one  lonn  or  another 
during  these  thirty  years. 

The  paro^  on  "Jack  Sprat,"  relating  to  Hartley,  Moneta  and  Plessis, 
was  gotten  off  by  a  wag  lotnniercial  traveler  in  the  Park  Hotel  in  Hartley, 
some  time  after  the  Rock  Island  mad  was  built  He  was  chinnintr  a  fellow 
runiicr  a.s  u>  whether  it  wmiid  jiay  in  his  line  ol  gmxls  to  run  down  lo  Moneta, 
that  little  burg  just  then  >pringing  up.  The  other  runner  sarcastically  replied 
that  inasmuch  as  his  chum's  business  was  so  extensive  he  surely  should  not  fail 
to  make  Plessis  also.  Then  the  first  runner  got  off  thi>  pan^dy  inuiiil  herein 
on  lack  Sprat,  how  Hartley,  the  big  town  between,  luku!  flu-  platter  ilean, 
by  doing  all  the  tlu-ii  trade  in  that  territory.  Other  wags,  editors  and  >quib- 
blers  from  time  to  time  have  perpetrated  other  of  the  poetic  shots.  The  rca<ler 
will  perhaps  not  at  all  times  be  versed  in  the  vernacular  or  idioms  of  the  early 
piniuer.  to  fuUy  appreciate  all  the  items,  but  the  main  expressions  had  an 
earlv  time  meaning.  We  can  simply  enjoy  them  as  part  of  the  humors  of  the 
early  day.  *    *  « 

"O'Brien  county 

Will  bring  you  bounty." 

*  •  * 

THE  SURROUNDING  COtiNTIES. 

We  look  up  to  Osceola, 

We  look  <Iovvn  on  ('luT  tkee, 
Ti>  (  lay  Cdiintv  we  lonk  eastward, 
Sioux,  down  toward.s  the  .sun  tlown  sea. 

We  squint  up  cornering  to  Lyon, 

f  hen  tif  Dickinsfni  on  the  lakes, 
Siunh  ■<>  I'lymouth.  lieuna  \  i.sta. 

At  t>ur  soiuhern  corner  stakes. 

*  *  * 

TOWNSHIPS  OP  o'bRIRN  COUNTY. 

Floyd  township.   Franklin,  Lincobi, 
Hartley,  Omega,  Grant; 

Carroll  town.ship,  Simimit.  Center,  ^ 
Half  told  you  say?   Yet  scant 
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For  SheUltm  tnwn.  a  township  is. 

( inijilcti-  w  illiiu  its  zone, 
Tliituyli  ma  c<  n;;rc>si»jnal  in  size, 
Complete  it  stuiuls  alone. 

Down  to  Itakcr.  Dale  and  Ii  !|;h!antt, 

C;i!cilonia.  L'nioii  scan. 
ISanncr  of  Liberty  lieUI 

By  tmr  olilest  Waterman. 

*  *  • 

A  Dl'KNEI)  ()FF  PRAIRIE,  CU.n  ni.AC'K  JUF.. 

Gone  are  the  ilays  when  ihe  ]  raincs  burneil  away. 
Gone  are  the  t'riemls  of  the  early  linim  ^uad  <lay, 
Gone  from  thi^  land  in  a  l)Cttir  land  I  kiniu. 
1  see  iluoc  [iruiries  burning,  crackling. 
Old  Black  Jue. 
I'rairies  tmming,  ' 
k  r  I  rill  InrniiiL,', 
While  niy  licad  is  iKiulaii,'  l<i\\. 
1  hear  tli<i>c  iiwniot.ad  anj^el  v«iices  calling. 

Old  Bhick  Joe. 

*  *  • 

The  haytwister  twisti  1  hi^  haytwisted  twist. 
A  wrist  tuisti'd.  fi-.!  twisted  hay  Iwisli-il  tui>t. 
Me  twivtcti  it  tui-tins;  a  hay    wi-t-  ^  .  u  tryer! 

He  twilled  thai  hay  slack  straight  into  the  lire. 

*  *  * 

I  have  seen  the  homesteader  almost  in  tears. 
As  the  lii»|>i)er  harvested  his  unharvested  ears, 

And  all  this.  inn.  in  sHCcessi\c  years, 

.\()W  fiappily  all  passed  hy. 

*  *  * 

CHARGE  OP  THE  GRASSHOPPER  BRIGADE. 

Half  a  league,  half  a  league, 
Half  a  league  onward, 

Riyht  from  the  west  fhcy  came. 
More  than  six  hundred. 
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Out  from  the  forest  and  glade, 
"Charge  for  the  com,"  they  said, 

'l  lu'ii  tor  tin-  tit  li!-  tht-y  made, 

.M '  ire  than  >i\  hninlrcil. 

l-ieUls  lu  the  right  ul  iIjciu, 

FieUls  to  the  left  of  them, 

Fields  to  the  front  of  them, 

rilla^'nl  and  plundered, 

Xaii}j;hl  cuuld  tlx  ir  miinhers  tell, 

Down  on  the  cio])  tlicy  tell, 

Xor  left  a  stalk  ur  slicil, 

More  than  six  hundred. 

Flashed  all  their  red  legs  bare, 

]'"lasho(l  as  they  turned  in  air, 

Rohhing  the  furnurs  tlu  rc. 

Charging  an  orchard,  while 

AU  the  world  wondered. 

Plunged  in  the  smudge  and  smdce. 

Right  through  the  com  they  broke, 

Hopper  and  locnst ; 

Pcclc<.l  they  the  slalk&  all  bare. 

Shattered  and  sundered; 

Then  they  went  onward-7-but 

More  than  six  hundred. 
*    *  * 

In  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine 

(The  last  year  of  the  hoppers) 
O'Brien's  county's  stm  doth  shine; 
We've  reached  the  land       <, .rn  and  wine, 

Pros])crity's  rieh  and  i;ii]iKn  mine. 

Si)rea<!-  w  ide  it^  treasures,  ^rain  and  vine 

The.-e  tr-iuhles  we'll  now  c<jn.sign 

To  relics  of  Ye  Olden  Time. 

«   *  * 

Intry.  Mintry.  Cutery  Com. 

Struntr      the  Central  to  ad<«rn. 

Calumet.  (laza.  and  Priinirhar  then. 

With  Archer  all  going  up  to  Sheldon  again. 
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Old  Mother  i  lultlianl,  slic  went  to  tlic  cupboard. 
To  get  "  The  Xi»rthweslern  Line," 

She  strung  on  the  fish, 

Sutherland  a  tnenu  dish, 
While  for  a  straight  westliner, 
Put  PauUina  en  the  diner. 

For  supper  as  you  wish. 

*  •  * 

Jack  Sprat  Plessts  could  eat  no  fat. 
While  Mfjneta  could  cat  no  lean. 

And  <i«  lictuixt  llieiii  Intth. 

Hartley  lieked  the  platter  clean. 
Oil  the  Kock  Island, 

Rock  O  Bye  fine  land. 

•  *  * 

TENTING,  CAMPING,  FARMING  ON  THE  OLD  PRAIRIE  GROUND. 

We  are  farmings  today  on  the  old  prairie  ground, 

Where  we  eatii|K'd.  where  we  feiited  when  we  came, 
Witli  the  old  covered  wapon,  and  a  four-OX  team, 
Hreaking  lur  the  sod  corn  grain. 

Cho. — Farming  today, 
Tenting;  today. 
Farming  on  the  old  prairie  ground. 

\Vc  arc  autoing  ttnlay  wliere  we  mired  in  the  mud, 
Where  we  then  dug  a  well  in  the  slough, 
With  big  gang  plows,  the  planter  then  in  line. 
Waiting  the  season  through. 

Cuo. — Farmintr  to<lay. 
Tenting  Itxlay, 
Farming  where  we  mtred  tn  the  mud. 

We  are  tariniiii;  today  on  the  tileil  out  land. 

Beyond  the  dream  oi  the  liotnestea<ler  in  the  early  day, 
With  grain  elevators  and  tour-horse  teams  abreast. 
In  the  big  modem  house  all  so  grand. 

Cho. — ^Farming  today. 
Tenting  today. 
Tenting  in  the  nuxlem  house  so  grand. 
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1  'aim  got  long  Uj  stay  here, 
And  wliat  little  time  I've  got. 

I'd  rather  be  contented  to  remain, 

The  angels  there  will  welcome  us, 

Over  on  that  Golden  Shore, 

.My  old  haytwisting  neighbor, 

And  my  wife  who's  gone  before, 

From  tliat  little  old  sod  sluiiuy  on  the  claim. 
«    *  * 

Eney,  Meney,  Miney,  Mo, 

I  went  to  Pritnghar  with  my  beau, 

W  e  got  a  license. 
The  ji  tit  was  done, 
i'lural  number, 

We  are  one.  * 

*  *  « 

Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot, 

.\n(l  never  brought  to  mind. 
Should  the  old  O'Brien  be  forgot, 
And  days  of  auld  lang  syne, 
For  auld  O'Brien,  my  dear, 
for  auld  lang  syne. 
We'll  take  ri  ni|)  of  kindness  yet, 

I'or  auld  lang  syne. 

*  *  * 

How  dear  to  this  heart  are  the  scenes  of  that  homestead, 

When  fond  recollections  i)resent  them  to  view. 
The  old  shack,  the  nni'-kct,  the  ilcc])  fatjgled  •slough  grass, 

And  cMTv  loved  sj), ,i  which  that  homestea<ler  knew. 
The  wide  sjireading  prairie,  the  hay  stacks  uiX)n  it. 

The  wheat  and  the  oats  where  the  grasshoppers  fell. 
The  shack  of  my  father,  the  haytwister  nigh  it, 

AnA  e'en  the  old  musket,  hanging  where  we  dare  not  tell. 
The  <  'Irl  ni-tv  musket. 
The  back  kicken  musket. 

.\nd  e'en  that  old  musket,  hanging  where  we  dare  not  tell 
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Way  down  upon  the  Little  Stou-ax, 

Sadly  1  roam, 
Still  sadly  o'er  my  iiK-mitry  "  l  in)  Lax," 

\\  arraiu>  ami  the  Siulj  liuoks  gone. 
No  more  I  hear  ihe  CtHinty  Kats  writing, 

Log  Court  House  gone. 
No  more  the  letting  humbug  bridges, 

Down  ill  old  O'Brien  home. 

CilOKLS: 

All  the  Swamp  Lands  are  sad  and  dreary, 

Skeeters  hardly  blink, 
Bosler,  Cofer,  Tiflfey  cmt  weary, 

l")<ini-    »ni- n\ er  lia<l(.-^' brink. 
Okl  (J'Brien  was  the  lir>t  cniinty  -.cat.     it  was  Bi»ler.  C  oler  and  l  itTey 
who  were  largely  responsible  i«»r  the  old  debt.  Old  O'Brien  was-  on  the  Little 

Sioux.   The  above  was  McG>niiack*s  way  of  pronouncing  the  Siou-ax. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

Work  for  the  nijjht  is  coining, 

W  ork  yon  son  ot  a  i^xm. 

(Pete  SwejiMjn  saul.  nt>l  in  Inn), 
Or  ''over  the  hills  you  will  go," 

As  soon  as  the  poor  house  is  done. 

*  *  * 

Twinkle,  tu  niklf  lililf  -rliool. 

How  I  wonder  what  the  rule, 
Up  above  this  soil  so  ^rand. 

By  O'Brien  learn  to  stand. 

*  «  * 

Humpty.  r)nm|)ly  "ii  tlie  wall. 

Gra.ssho])pers  on  that  field  did  fall. 
All  the  king's  horses  and  all  the  king's  men. 

Couldn't  put  those  jjay  grasshoppers  back  here  again. 

*  •  « 

O  for  a  thousand  lotignes  to  sing, 

<  )'Brien  eotmtv'-  ])raise. 
I'll  raise  more  corn,  an  auto  buy, 

A  thousand  hogs  I'll  raise. 

*  *  • 

In  all  this  t^ran  l  (   niitrj',  Iowa's  Northwest, 

May  O'Brien  there  .shine  as  the  grandest  and  best 
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FIKST  STARTS  OF  TOWNS  AKO  RAILROADS. 


Old  O'Brien, 

Still  a  sigh'en 
Eighteen  sixty. 

Just  for  fim. 
Oldest  town. 

First  begun, 
Saddest  tale, 

Tongue  or  pen. 
Story  of  what. 

Might  have  been. 

Sheldon  started, 
Seventy-two, 

First  railroad  town. 

What  to  do. 
Railroad  breeches 

All  made  up. 
Mighty  good  start. 

Thrifty  pup. 
Sioux  City  road, 

July  third. 
Hit  the  town. 

Early  bird, 
July  Fourth. 

Xatal  day, 
Folks  all  there. 

Sheldon  tjay. 
Governor  Miller, 

Speedied  the  speech. 
First  railroad  engine. 

Screeched  the  screech 

Primghar  jumped  up. 
County  seat  pup. 


Eighteen  hundred 

Seventy-two, 
Prairie  wild. 

Hii\  e  in  view. 
No  railroad, 
Only  jailroad. 

Court  house  and  jail. 

No  cars,  no  rail. 

Eighteen  hundred, 

Seventy-eight, 
Milwaukee  road. 

Passed  the  gate. 
Road  went  "Shop^pi^g, 

For  a  town. 
Railroad  shops. 

Then  staked  down. 
Sanborn,  Hartl^, 

Lariated  out. 
Raw  prairie. 

Wolves  all  about 

Central  railroad. 
Eighty-seven, 
Primghar  gladdened. 

TTope  of  heaven. 
Sheldon  thrihbled. 

Railroad  size, 
Archer  bom 

Wipes  its  eyes. 
Gaza  hustles. 

Street  cars  run. 
Calumet  bristle'?. 

"Get  your  gun." 
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Nineteen  hundred, 

Century  ending. 
All  then  oompletie» 

Our  nilrosMl  btiilding. 
Rock  Island  road 

Brings  a  shout. 
Hartley  bustles. 

Another  way  out 
M<Mieta  southeast, 

Plessis  northwest. 
Wipe  off  your  chin, 

Pull  down  your  vest. 

Lest  we  forget. 
And  be  so  lax. 


To  omit  Evander, 
Or  Little  Max. 

And  GerniatUow  n, 

Parochial  school. 
Big  Gcriuau  church, 
Pipe  organ  stool. 

Rich  farms,  cattle, 

Honet  and  sheep. 
Houses  ample. 

Eat  and  sleep, 
Towns  all  built, 

Firm  as  the  gro«md, 
Proud  of  the  county. 

"Round  all  round." 


Tifj.  Tag.  Toe, 
Three  towns  in  a  row. 
Hartley,  Sanbinti  and  Sheldon  too. 
On  the  Milwaukee,  a  straight  shot  through. 
*    *  * 

AN  INDIGNANT  TAXP.WEr'S  SENTIMENT  O.N  THK  COI  NTY  DEBT. 

We  will  camp  out  upon  our  farms, 

We  will  not  pay  this  del)t. 
We'll  get  out  an  injunction  quick, 

Let  the  bondholders  sweat 

\\'e  will  not  pay  one  cent  <if  lax, 

W  e  have  no  dollars  to  sjiare. 
To  )k  mixed  uj)  in  such  a  deal. 

Would  make  an  angel  swear. 

We'll  hang  the  first  official  up. 

To  the  nearest  wagon  tongue. 
Who  dares  to  make  a  levy  or  tax, 

By  a  neck-tie  will  be  strung. 

The  discovery  of  the  enormous  del>t  by  the  homesteaders  when  they  ar- 
rived, during  and  following  the  year  1870,  and  Utter  its  confirmation  by  the 
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examination  and  report  of  the  debt  made  by  George  W.  Schee,  county  auditor, 
at  the  January  ^cssion  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  1877,  caused  much 
excitement  and  discussion.  The  al»>ve  righteously  indignant  sentiments  were 
in  fact  specially  expressed  at  a  taxjiayers'  picnic  which  might  almost  have  been 
Styled  an  indignation  meeting,  held  in  Grant  township  in  1878  to  discuss  same, 
and  later  appeared  in  the  verse  above. 

As  seen  else\vhere,  however,  owing  to  the  fear  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  flu'  Diliiiip.  .f  liatikruptcy  fastening  itself  iijxm  the  county  and  injuring  it, 
and  the  further  coiichisiun  of  its  impracticability  of  defeat,  the  whole  debt 
was  paid  except  sundry  thousand  referred  to  l>clow.  An  injunction  suit  was 
in  fact  instituted  by  the  Taxpayers'  Association  by  A.  P.  Powers  and  many 
others  against  the  treasurer,  and  payment  of  the  debt  was  stopped  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  by  the  court. 

*    *  * 

A    BON  (I)  I  1-lKE. 

We  ll  l(Jok  into  these  bonds  somewhat, 

We'll  stop  in  part  this  ire. 
Before  the  board  an  inquest  hold, 

We'll  hold  a  big  boa(d)  fire. 

The  report  of  George  W.  Schee  showed  in  fact  on  p^r  an  outstanding 

debt  of  two  hunrlred  and  seventy-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars.  He,  however,  showed  all  possibilities.  There  were  some  Iwnds 
actually  signed  up  and  outstanding  for  which  no  record  could  be  found.  On 
closer  investigatiiiu  it  was  found  that  those  gentry  who  brought  suit  ugauist 
the  county  and  took  judgment  in  some  cases  had  seen  to  it  that  the  county 
w^arrants  sued  up<Hi  were  not  cancelled,  and  had  in  sundry  cases  actually 
withdrawn  them  from  the  court  records  and  sued  them  a  second  time.  This 
all  made  nuich  labor  and  required  patience. 

John  Dickinson,  a  traveling  man  for  a  Des  .Moines  stationary  house, 
who  sold  supplies  to  the  coimty.  presented  in  1881  one  of  these  bonds  for  one 
thousand  dollars  which  had  come  mto  possession  of  this  supply  house.  When 
so  convinced  that  no  record  could  be  found,  the  house  cancelled  and  sur- 
rendered same  tn  the  county.  Mr.  Dickinson,  wlio  was  known  all  over  Towa 
as  a  hale  fellow  well  met  in  the  various  court  h(«ises,  then  came  before  the 
board  of  supervisors  with  this  bond  for  one  thousand  dollars  and  which, 
witli  nnterest.  then  amounted  to  as  much  more,  and  held,  as  he  gleefully  termed 
it.  an  inquest  and  bon(d)  fire.  It  was  burned  before  the  board  during  a 
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session  during  the  incunibencv  of  J.  L.  E.  Peck,  ihe  writer  hereof,  as  counly 
auditor,  and  a  record  by  resolution  was  made  of  same. 

This  incident  ended  up  a  number  of  thousand  dollars  of  this  class  of 
bonds.  This,  together  with  the  county  warrants  sued  upon  twice  as  stated, 
and  sundry  sums  i)aid  in  meantime  during  Mr.  Schee's  term  of  odice  accounts 
for  the  apparent  discrepancy  between  reports. 

This  statement  is  about  correct  without  going  into  details,  namely: 
That  from  the  date  of  Mr.  Schee's  report  in  January,  1877.  forward,  that  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  was  paid  or  rebonded,  and 
that  fmm  the  date  of  the  rebonding  in  1881  during  Mr.  Peck's  term  that  two 
hunfired  and  thirty  thousand  was  disjwsed  of,  namely,  thirty  thousand  dollars 
in  cash  and  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  new  bonds  issued  at  seven 
per  cent.  It  must  be  remembered  that  during  all  those  years  payments  were 
made  from  time  to  time  and  the  amoimts  as  stated  would  vary  according  to 
the  time  computed  from. 

♦  ♦  * 

HE  RODK  TH.\T  MULE. 

J.  L.  E.  I'eck  that  nuile  did  ride. 
Bare  hack,  w  ith  naught  but  halter. 

Stared  like  hell. 

With  a  midnight  yell. 

Lustily  ringing  an  old  cow  bell. 
To  rouse  the  people  far  and  wide. 
That  I'rimgliar  might  yet  there  abide, 
As  a  county  seat  aiul  >a\e  its  hide, 

To  make  report. 

And  hold  the  fort, 

And  hold  down  its  Gibraltar. 

This  item  went  the  rounds  of  the  press  in  various  forms  after  the  San- 
bom  county-seat  raid  in  1882.   Mr.  Pedc  was  the  only  official  present,  and 

in  fact  sent  out  parties  all  over  the  county  to  rouse  the  people  up. 

*  *  * 

TII.M   M.\KTVKi;i)  \V Ac;ON  ri.MF.  OK  TIIK  S.VNBOKN   K.MU,  l882. 

Friends,  plea-e  stop  one  inoineul, 

Vour  everlasting  bragging, 
While  I  tell  you  not  of  what  you've  done. 

But  of  that  martyred  u-agon. 
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I  know  you  came  to  Sanboni. 

Brave  mm  without  oiui-  fa^i^'ing. 
You  ^;ct  the  praise,  hut  never  si)eak. 
Of  that  poor  martyred  wagon. 

That  wagon,  as  you  no  doubt  know, 

Xo  work  had  e\cr  done, 
Till  on  its  wheels  wa^  put  a  sate 
That  weighed  a  ruiiml  tw»>  ton. 

But  those  hurried  men  who  put  it  there 
Were  sure  it  safely  there  would  ride, 

If  ax  anti  hatchet  hati  not  been 
So  womanly  applied. 

But  ax  and  hatchet  were  applied. 

The  game  they  were  for  winning. 
Until  that  wagon  did  j.;ive  way 

For  lack  of  underpinning. 

If  those  Primgareans  had  done  naught  else 

Rut  stamp,  and  swore  and  raved. 
The  spokes  of  lliat  ])oor  wagon  would 
Undoubtedly  have  been  saved. 

But  tii.it  wagon  new  was  soon  hewn  down, 

In  the  city's  Ijroadest  way. 
The  Satiljorn  men — what  else  to  do — 
Went  off  and  let  it  lay. 

There  stood  that  martyred  wagon. 

Till  the  birds  their  songs  had  sung 
Then  came  the  folks  from  far  and  near. 
And  took  that  wagon  tongue. 

They  put  that  wagon  tongue  on  high. 
Right  near  that  wagon's  gra\  e. 

It  was  soon  afloat  on  the  morning  breeze, 
The  Stars  and  Stripes  to  wave. 
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Give  three  long  cheers  f(»r  the  wagOCl, 

As  loud  as  you  are  able. 
It  has  a  gluriuus  resting  place 

Upon  the  center  table. 

That  wagon,  friends,  was  all  chopped  up, 

And  scattered  tar  and  wide. 
Its  part!)  adurn  thuse  center  tables. 

E'en  to  the  ocean's  tide. 

There  may  it  rest  in  peace  for  aye. 

Its  fellies,  hubs  and  spokes. 
And  may  he  get  his  pay  for  it, 
Its  owner,  Mr.  Stokes. 

This  is  tlie  wagon  on  whidi  the  county  treasiii  t  r  s  sate  was  loaded,  in  the 

public  square,  during  the  raid.  The  Primghar  people  had  pulled  the  nuts  off 

the  wagon  during  the  mdee  and  disaUed  it  and  it  never  got  to  Sanborn. 

mm* 

THE  COUNTY  SEAT. 

What  is  it  that  htistled  the  Primghar  lads 

And  stood  nearly  all  of  them  otUo  their  beads 

And  niaiie  (  Olone!  I'lnnphrcy  come  down  with  the  scads? 

riie  County  Seat. 
What  made  them  gather  around  in  a  bunch 
At  Tifft's  saloon  for  his  free  lunch 
And  dose  it  up  with  a  howl  of  pimch? 

The  County  Seat. 
What  made  old  '■Samul"  so  short  and  sharp 
And  on  his  land  and  his  taxes  harp 
And  cause  him  so  much  to  fret  and  carp? 

The  County  Seat. 
What  made  the  county  dads  so  long 
In  session,  when  tliey  to  their  farms  Ix'long 
.'\nd  to  swallow  such  camphor  to  make  them  strong? 

The  County  Seat. 
What  made  CUrk  Green  get  up  on  his  ear 
And  swear  about  Sheldon  far  and  near. 
With  a  string  <  >i  adjectives  swift  and  dear? 

The  County  Seat. 
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Whalt  was  it  made  such  a  busy  sight 

And  hustled  all  Primghar  around  in  the  night, 

Working  for  life  with  main  and  might? 

The  County  Seat. 
What  was  it  sent  Sanlxjrn  buys  away 
To  Primghar,  and  be  there  day  after  day, 
And  made  things  lively  during  their  stay? 

The  County  Seat. 
What  is  it  that  won't  let  Primghar  sleep, 
But  will  ket-j)  her  uneasy  and  make  her  weep? 
Something  she's  got,  but  never  can  keep — 

The  County  Seat. 
What  was  it  made  Barrett  so  slow  to  tell 
That  he  worked  so  hard  and  worked  so  well? 
But  passed  in  our  checks  and  gone  to  h — IL 

The  writer  of  this  history  never  ascertained  the  author  of  the  above. 
The  "Sanml."  natnrd  in  the  ikxmu,  however,  referred  to  "Old  Uncle  Samuel 
Hibbs,"'  who  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  one  years  of  age.  He  lirst  hoinc- 
steaded  the  southwest  quarter  of  .section  8,  in  Highland,  in  1870.  Later,  tor 
many  years,  he  was  an  enthusiastic  squatter,  but  failed  out,  in  that  he  got 
onto  the  Milwaukee  land.  He  was  a  typical  scrapper  and  pioneer,  honest  in 
every  detail,  and  had  much  to  say  about  the  SawAwm  raid.  A  rough  and 
tumble  for  possession,  physically  if  necessary,  was  fiis  forte.  Ilxerybody 
knew  he  existed  and  was  on  earth.  His  last  tit  teen  years  in  life's  close  were 
spent  in  total  blindness,  he  having  lines  or  rope  cords  stretched  around  his 
residence  yards  to  guide  his  footsteps.  The  above  poem  referred  to  that  rakl 

in  1882.  He  lived  many  years  in  Sanborn,  where  he  died  in  1910. 

*    *  ♦ 

couldn't  find  the  angling  ro.vd. 

One  little  incident  occurred  just  now  as  1  write,  which  brings  out  ser- 
iouslv  to  the  editor  of  this  l>_>ok  the  i)roininenl  fad  tliat  so  much  of  the  past 
of  O'Brien  county  is  passed  forever.  While  in  the  very  act  of  gathering 
items  at  my  desk  one  day,  E.  C.  6ro(^,  an  okl  homesteader  on  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  24,  in  Floyd,  stuck  his  head  in  the  door  and  commenced  to 
talk  abruptly.  He  had  Inen  away  from  O'Brien  ajunty  thirty  years.  Like 
Rip  Van  W  inkle,  he  had  been  \n  Oklahoma  and  asleep  to  O'I'rien  county.  He 
broke  out:   "Say,  Feck,  where  is  that  mule  you  rode  in  the  Sanborn  raid? 
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Where  is  that  black  Ix'ard  you  used  to  wear?  I  can't  find  any  <>f  the  old 
doinps.  I  just  came  down  from  Slu-kion.  1  tried  to  l(X)k  up  that  "Id  angling 
road  down  at  Primghar.  It  was  ail  gone;  no  prairie,  no  prairie  gra-ss;  can't 
take  a  big  look  across  the  prairie  like  I  used  to;  there  is  no  prairie.  The  big 
groves,  and  fences,  and  fields  and  bams,  and  squared  roads  and  houses  and 
crops  blot  it  alt  out.  I  did  6nd  my  old  homestead  shack  in  the  back  yard." 
"WTiere  is  my  I*oor  Dog  Schneider?" 

0  *  * 

\\  Ofxlman.  spare  that  prairie 
Plant  not  so  ntany  trees. 
They  blot  out  all  the  old  scenes, 

Prairie  grass,  like  billowy  seas. 

*  *  * 

o'hKIF.N.  Till-  CEM  OK  TIIK  I'KAIRIE. 

Oh,  O'Brien,  the  Gem  of  the  Prairie, 

When  proud  Iowa's  form  stands  in  view, 

The  old  soldier  on  taps  on  his  homestead. 
Once  more  fighting  his  battles  anew. 

Life's  mandates  make  henHS  n«>cniblc. 

On  those  hroad  plains  of  heaven's  review. 

Homesteader,  old  soldier,  together,  forever, 
Borne  out  o'er  that  heavenly  blue. 

Qiorus: 

Three  cheers  for  tlie  wild  red  sweet  william, 
Three  cheers  for  the  w  hite  prairie  flower. 
Waiving  grass  for  this  blue  prairie  union. 

Three  cheers  for  the  Red,  White  and  Blue. 

•  *  « 

NINE  POINTS  IN  LAW  POSSESSION. 

Nine  sprigs  of  hair. 
Leaves  an  old  bald  headed  squatter, 

Away  up  in  the  air. 

♦  *  * 

There  was  on  oid  squatter  and  his  name  was  Uncle  Ned. 

He  lived  long,  long,  long  ago. 
His  hair  had  no  ''possession"  on  the  top  of  his  head, 

The  place  where  the  wool  ought  to  grow. 
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An  Old  Haylwister  lived  so  very,  very  old. 

Doctor  Longshore  pulled  his  teeth  out  free, 
He  had  no  teeth  for  to  eat  the  com  cake. 

So  he  had  to  let  the  com  cake  be. 

Chorus : 

Tlien  lay  down  the  shubbel  and  the  hoe, 
Hang  up  the  twister  and  your  dough. 
There's  no  more  hard  work  for  poor  Uncle  Ned, 

He's  gone  where  the  good  squatters  go. 

♦  *  * 

JOHN  KER.  «QI  ATTEK. 

John  Ker  was  an  activt-  sfjiiatter  in  Baker  township,  on  the  southeast 
([uurter  ol  section  15.  He  was  incessantly  in  the  tiglit.  He  was  a  wit.  He 
made  at  least  a  score  of  trips  to  the  land  office  at  Des  Moines  in  189(1-97  ^ 
his  own  and  others'  fights.  Often  more  than  thirty  homesteaders  and  wit- 
nesses would  }?o  down  on  one  train  to  the  hearings.  His  witty  get-off s  and 
hits  on  the  old  stttlcr  :ind  squatter  would  kci-p  the  whole  car  roaring  with 
iaiiijliter  Ik-  tjot  oft  the  al»ove  "Nine  Points  of  Possession"  stiuih.  That 
phrase  '"away  up  in  the  air"  had  a  very  serious  meaning  to  those  people  who 
were  in  the  courts  for  then  twenty  years.  He  often  expressed  it.  "Boys, 
we're  still  away  up  in  the  air." 

It  seemed  all  hut  pitiful  that  he  should  have  fought  out  w  ith  the  rest  his 
twentv-vcrir  fv^hi  and  won  out  with  the  rest.  Imt  so  persistently  did  the  rail- 
road coiuraci  man  iiursuc  the  settler  thrini<,'h  all  the  courts,  state  and  federal, 
that  even  as  late  as  about  I9«^4  this  contract  man  got  after  him  unawares, 
then  an  old  man  well  in  his  dotage,  when  he  actually  signed  up  a  contract  on 
his  claim  for  two  thousand  dolbrs  and  paid  it  off.  As  one  can  see,  that  was 
more  than  the  whole  land  was  worth  when  he  commenced  the  long  fight  in 
1K84.  Rut  the  old  man  was  pritty.  The  homesteaders  had  no  money.  As 
the  old  man  also  got  it  off.  that  all  he  could  do  was  to 

S<|uat, 
Light, 
Take  possession 

And  light. 

♦  *  ♦ 

The  squatters  and  old  homesteaders  of  1870  were  very  much  inter- 
mingled in  these  various  tights.    In  fact,  the  pioneer,  the  homesteader,  the 
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squatter  and  t)ld  snKlicr,  it  will  be  noticed,  are  at  tniie.s  used  promiscuously. 
They  were  all  fighting  for  free  lands  in  this  new  country.  It  may  seem  at 
tunes  that  too  much  space  is  spent  thus,  but  early  times  and  these  four  indi- 
viduals are  somewhat  synonymous. 

When  I  can  read  my  title  dear. 

Way  down  in  W  ashington,. 
I'll  hold  down  tight  this  homestead  dear. 

The  Ik'sI  is  just  begun. 
Lift  up  yuur  lieads,  O  Israel, 

Land  agents  tdl  no  lies. 

It's  all  so  good,  the  truth  ^leaks  out. 

So  wipe  your  weeping  eyes. 
«    «  * 

THE  PIONEER  IS  GOING  GONE. 

The  pioneer  is  goinj*  gone. 

15y  auction,  what's  your  bid? 
The  old  machine  has  had  its  day, 

Old  iron  must  be  rid. 


The  homestead  shack  held  down  the  claim. 
Now  stands  in  the  back  yard, 

We  let  it  stand  just  over  where 
They  tried  out  fat  and  lard.  - 

Wild  ''it;/ag  prairie  fires  roared. 
Like  liglitnini^^  streak>  im  land. 

Bolting  up  to  hea\  en  soared, 

Gonel  Stamped  on  heaven's  strand. 

Angling  roads  on  prairie'^  vast. 

Running  c\  erywiiere. 
Squared  up  larnis  their  ruin  worked. 

They've  done  gone  rotuid  the  sqtuire. 

Breaking  |)lnw  lung  since  gave  way 
t  Til  gang  plow  on  the  fanii, 

I'rairie  sod  to  mellow  soil. 
,  .  By  farmer's  strong  right  arm. 
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"Poor  Injun,"  like  the  prairie  sod. 

Could  statui  no  i)alc  face  plow, 
His  range  broke  up,  the  deer  shot  down, 

That  deer  gave  place  to  cow. 

The  wild  prairie  chicken  snared. 

With  yellow  tiiroaf  did  "Oo," 
Upward,  skyward  un  he  went, 

And  bade  his  last  adieu. 

The  pioneer  is  goint,'  pone. 

Some  with  their  debts  and  all, 
Twas  but  a  part  of  "bitter  suect,'* 

The  bitter  sweet  with  gall. 

Old  double  shovel  plows  jjave  way, 

Hand  planters  stcHxl  on  end. 
The  wire  stretcher  lands  the  drop, 

The  com  in  rows  ectend. 

But  c"cn  the  debts  are  gone  for  a3re. 

Public  and  private  all, 
Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  sons  of  guns, 

And  make  a  show,  "play  ball." 

All  plenty  prairie  pasture  then, 

All  plentv  prairie  hay, 
Uut  autos  roam  and  horses  loiuige 

In  clover  all  the  day. 

The  rosin  weed  grew  stont  and  tall. 

The  child  chewed  rosin  gum. 
But  now  the  penny  slot  machine 

Makes  that  boy  a  chewing  bum. 

The  sqtiatter,  too,  is  grow  ing  old. 

He  laughs  his  railroail  ji  ke. 
He  lakes  "possession"  on  the  cars. 

And  sues  if  neck  is  broke. 
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The  price  of  land  ua■^  tluii  a  joke, 

Two  dollars  fil'iy  tlieii, 
But  now  the  joke,  it  will  be  soon. 

Two  hundred  fifty,  "Ben." 

Ye  newer  setticr>  i^mvc  tlircL-  cheers, 

Sound  out  yuur  sixteen  guns, 

Each  townsiiip  grand  throughout  the  years. 

Your  son's  and  grandson's  sons. 
«   «  * 

My  iiinnly  'tis  of  thee. 

Sweet  land  of  homesteads  free. 

It  brings  good  cheer. 

I  love  its  level  land, 

Its  prairie  fires  grand. 

My  heart,  it  doth  expand, 

A  prairie  king. 
«    •  • 

AS  ACRICUI  TURAL  COUNTY. 

Aline  eyes  have  seen  the  glories  of  OTlrien  county  soil. 
With  its  crops  of  com  and  wheat  and  oats,  result  of  patient  toil. 
We  have  loosed  the  fateful  com  plow,  'cross  the  field  of  growing  com, 
While  the  com  rows  are  growing  tall. 

Chi  iru'^ : 

Glory!  Glory!  llatthin'  chickens, 
Glory!  Glory!  Raisin'  nudes, 
Glory !  Glory !  Feedin'  cattle, 

While  the  horse  stands  sleek  in  the  stall 

'Tis  an  agricultural  county,  in  an  agricultural  state. 

Where  the  people  ne'er  go  hungry,  but  work  early,  long  and  late, 

Where  at  the  chores  they  hustle.  Oh,  be  jubilant  their  feet. 

While  the  scales  weigh  the  butter  'neath  the  beam 

Chorus : 

Glory!  Glory!  Crows  the  rooster, 
Gk>ry!  Glory!  Cackling  hen. 
Glory!  Glory!  Supper's  ready 

While  the  separator  separates  the  cream. 
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The  boys  and  girls  are  happy  on  O'Brien  county  farms. 
The  whde  family  in  chorus,  mother's  baby  in  her  arms,  ' 
The  sons  and  daughters  grow  ing;  up  at  school  throughout  the  day. 
While  the  housework  is  moving  all  day  long. 

Ch*jrus  ; 

Glory!  ( ilory  !  In  the  garden, 

Glory !  Glory !  In  the  home. 

Glocy!  Glory!  Washing  dishes, 

Happy  people  with  a  ha|)|)y.  happy  song. 
«    *  * 

This  parodv  on  "Marching  Throuf^h  (k'orgia."  written  by  R.  P.  Jones, 
president  of  the  Squatters'  Union  for  all  the  years  of  that  contest,  was  sung 
at  the  squatter  sociables  and  gatherings.  Every  word  in  it  could  then  be  ap- 
preciated by  them.  On  reading  the  Squatter  chapter  the  reader,  even  if  not 
conversant  with  the  county,  can  likewise  appreciate  same. 

MARCllIN'C.  TO  VUTORY. 

(Air,  "Marching  Through  Georgia.") 

Conic  all  ye  merry  «f|uatters.  we'll  sing  a  glad,  new  song; 
'Tis  the  glorious  jubilee,  sing  it  as  'twas  never  sung, 
Sing  it  as  if  you  meant  it  and  sing  it  loutl  and  strong, 
While  we  go  marching  to  victory. 

Chorus: 

Hurrah!  hurrah!  another  inl)ilec! 
Hurrah!  hurrah!  victory  we  see! 

Baker.  Carroll,  I'loyd  and  Dale, 
Together  sing  with  |^ee. 
While  we  go  mardiing  to  victory. 

O,  how  the  squatters  shouted  when  the  news  was  spread  around: 
And  how  contractors  spouted  wiien  they  found  themselves  aground: 
And  how  onr  wives  and  daughters  send  the  dionis  through  Hat  town. 
While  we  go  marchii^  to  victory. 

"The  <larn  fool  scjuatters  will  ne\  er  win  the  tight," 
Said  the  contract  l)osscs,  and  in  this  they  took  delight; 
They  will  be  somewhat  wiser,  when  they  see  the  squatter's  in  the  right. 
'While  we  go  marching  to  xnctory. 
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Harken  to  the  shouting  o*  the  joyful  sound ; 

TTl>\v  the  children  prattle  as  they  hop  antl  skip  around; 
See  thfir  iK-aininir  faces  as  their  parents  they  SUITOUnd, 
While  we  go  marching  to  victory. 

Yes,  I  see  old  men  and  women  shedding  joyful  tears, 
When  they  hear  tlie  glorious  news  they  have  waited  for,  for  years; 
Now  we  hear  the  io\-.  ,ns  irreetin.ij.  ring  out  the  glad  diCers, 
While  we  go  marching  to  victory. 

The  lords  of  contracts  tremble  when  they  hear  our  joyous  shout, 
As  we  press  on  to  victor)-  and  put  them  all  to  rout. 
The  trusts  and  pooI>;  and  im  mey  kin^s.  we'll  whip  the  rascals  out. 
While  we  go  marching  to  victory. 

Now  contractors  don't  turn  pale,  you  needn't  tremUe  so; 
But  then  there  is  a  thing  or  two  which  you  will  have  to  know; 
Those  who  work  against  the  right,  will  surely  have  to  go, 
While  we  go  marching  to  victory. 

We'll  raise  our  fathers'  banner,  boys,  and  spread  it  out  on  hi^; 

Beneath  the  sacred  stars  and  stripes,  all  hail  the  power  of  right; 

The  hand  is  writing  on  the  wall.  "Go,  cast  the  devils  outl" 

W' hile  we  go  marching  to  victory. 

*   «  « 

MY  OLD  o'bRIEN  HOME. 

Let  us  all  hark  back  to  the  old  prairie  days, 
To  the  days  of  that  old  sod  sbanty  home. 
We  will  sing  one  song  of  the  homestead  days  now  past. 
When  we  chewed  the  rosin  gum,  boy  and  chile'. 
Let  us  sound  one  note  to  the  prairie  chicken  wild. 
As  the  prairie  fire  burned  hi-;  ne>t  away. 
Let  the  haytwistcr  turn  the  spindle  shank  around, 
While  we  fill  once  more  the  stove  with  sticks  of  hay. 
Chorus: 

Weep  no  more,  old  soldier. 

Old  settler  on  the  claim. 

We  will  sing  oiu-  ^ong  of  that  <>](]  O'Brien  home, 
W  hile  the  better  da>>  have  ccjuic  to  stay  the  while. 
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In  tile  cotmty-seat  contest  of  191 1,  C.  A.  Babcock,  then  of  SanbcMti,  now 
of  Sheldon,  espoused  the  side  of  the  latter  town  energetically  in  some  twelve 

successive  letters  in  the  jKipers  frtmi  week  to  week  during  the  ninety  days 
contest.  He  was  oarttjont  il  as  dreaming  in  his  hcd  uiuler  a  patent  quilt  made 
from  his  letters  and  sijcechcs  on  the  county-scat  question  as  "A  Dreamer,"  in 
the  following  parody : 

Last  night  as  1  lay  sleeping. 

There  came  a  dream  so  fair  (to  me). 
I  stood  in  grand  old  Sheldon. 

Beside  the  court  htnise  there. 
I  heard  the  childreii  sinj;;ing, 

And  even  as  they  sang 
Me-thought  the  voice  of  angels 

From  heaven  in  answer  rang. 
Sheldon.  Sheldon.  Hamilton  in  the  highest, 
Sheldon  will  he  your  king. 

And  then  iue-th«iught  my  dream  was  diailged^ 

The  streets  no  longer  rang; 
llu^h'd  were  the  Uiud  hosannas 

The  litde  children  sang; 
The  Sun  (SkeldoH  Sun)  grew  dark  with  envy, 

The  mom  was  cold  and  drear. 
As  the  shadow  of  Prinighar  arose, 

For  lo,  the  court  house  was  still  there; 

Primghar,  Primghar,  how  the  bell  does  ring, 

Primghar  is  yonr  king. 

*  *  « 

MORE  TALK  THAN  ACTION. 

County  seat  talk  is  in  the  air, 
Primghar's  stirring  in  its  lair. 

Not  a  gtni  has  >  et  been  fired, 

Not  a  man  has  yet  expired. 
Alt  quiet  down  tiie  Ime. 

Old  Prim's  going  it  pell  niell. 
Says  she'll  build  a  new  hotel ; 

Sheldon  people  do  not  groan, 

Sheldon's  waiting  to  be  shown; 
Only  talking  down  the  line. 
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In  her  sad  and  dismal  plight. 
Primg^har  talks  electric  light. 

That  town's  cutting  quite  a  caper. 
Building  lots  of  things  nr\  ])apcr. 
More  talking  down  the  line. 

Primghar  people  can't  refrain. 

Talking  of  an  extra  train. 

Talk  is  chca])  an<l  mighty  thin. 
Makes  I.  C.  <>tVirials  grin, 

Chin  music  down  the  line. 

When  it  comes  election  day. 

When  the  people  have  their  say, 

Prinighar's  huhblcs  wil]  be  busted. 

Cause  the  voters  can  be  trusted. 

Dense  stiUnns  down  the  line. 
*   •  * 

LET  THE  PEOPLE  VOTE. 

If  the  Schee  substitute  had  been  complete, 

Primghar  would  keep  the  county  seat. 

But  before  the  Senate  g<»t  ready  to  gn. 
She  killed  it  dead,  and  gave  Sheldon  a  show. 

Primghar  is  all  right  for  the  kind  she  has  been, 

But  she  had  no  hotels  to  shelter  us  in. 

While  Sheldon  has  fr»iir— with  a  mortgage  on  some, 
And  plenty  of  room  for  all  who  may  come. 

When  we  think  of  the  time  that  Prim's  been  the  hub, 
For  forty  years  the  dear  pe<>i)le  have  stood  the  grand  rub. 

Now  why  shouldn't  they  vote  to  move  it  '<ome  day. 
And  place  it  where  you  can  get  there  and  away. 

While  Prim  had  her  friends  in  die  halls  of  our  state. 

To  see  that  they  didn't  make  any  mistake. 

They  tackled  amendments  to  the  bills  all  in  line. 
And  made  it  a  si)ecial  to  apply  only  to  O'Brien. 
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The  House  passed  it  through  with  amendments  all  straight. 
But  the  Senate  said  "No,  you're  a  little  too  late; 

The  pttitioii  is  signed  and  filed  by  the  rlcrk. 

While  Prim  with  remonstrance  is  still  at  her  work." 

The  people  have  said  with  pen  and  with  ink, 
That  they  sure  want  to  vote  on  their  own  county  seat; 
If  Prim  with  remonstrance  should  then  fail  to  delve, 
We  will  move  her  to  Sheldon  in  year  nineteen  twelve. 

And  when  we  get  there  with  court  house  complete. 
We  won't  go  to  bed  any  more  with  cold  feet ; 

We  will  not  go  hungry,  'cause  we  at  tables  can  line. 

At  places  where  dinner  is  always  on  time. 

Now,  Prim  will  not  Uame  me  I  know  the  least  bit, 
For  what  I  have  written  I've  seen  it  in  print. 

But  when  later  you  come  to  our  county  seat  fair. 

We'll  make  you  so  glad,  you'll  be  glad  you've  been  there. 

*   «  * 

PklMrlH  AK  WINKS  VP  THK  M  LSIC  BOX. 

Next  tti  the  Ixiys  in  tlie  i^ray  and  the  l)]ue, 
We  cherish  our  works  that  nu  one  shall  outdo; 
Among  these  tall  trees  forty  years  we  have  stood, 
We  have  weather'd  the  blast  'mong  the  bad  and  the  good. 

We  ami  our  ilnhlrcti  all  sjladly  unite. 

To  have  and  to  hold  tiiis  county  seat  by  right. 

Billy  Boies  and  the  Sun  have  had  lots  to  say. 

But  they're  not  the  whole  cheese  in  this  county-seat  fray. 

I>v  the  ^ri-al  bit:  li<irn  >i|>itiin>.  and  healthy  dutch  cheese, 
\\  e  ll  hold  the  town  clown,  when  we  sweat,  when  we  freeze 
We'll  anchcMT  her  down  witfi  the  new  Hub  hotel, 
Now  give  us  three  cheers  and  a  county  seat  yell. 
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A  FREE  PRESCKIPTION  GIVEN  WITH  THIS  HISTORY. 

It  was  Dr.  (  lanning  Longshore, 

ill  tlie  early  lionie^ti-.ui  day; 
A  kid  cliiiilK'd  t(i  the  cii|»l)nard — 
Concentrated  lycl  Dismay! 

"My  God!"  the  D«xtor  shouted. 

"Open  up  his  tnoiuh  and  hd. 
Four  down  thr  lard  riirht  cpiickly; 

Make  a  kittle  oi  tlie  ki<l. 

"Stir  lip  his  fussen  stomach. 

Kee])  lip  your  grit  and  hope, 
Keep  him  wiifijhnii,  twisting,  squirming, 

And  make  it  into  soap.'* 

Tlie  alMtve  was  an  actual  occurrence  in  the  family  of  homesteader  John 
GritVith,  on  the  southwest  tjuarler  of  section  2,  in  Carroll  township,  witli 
Doctor  Longshore  called  suddenly  five  miles  out  of  Sheldon.  It  was  the 
actual  prescription.  The  child  was  saved.  The  Doctor  knew  how  to  make 
soap  and  neutralize  the  deadly  effect.  This  history  is  not  a  medical  journal, 
bnt  this  prescri])tion  is  donated  free  with  the  history,  even  as  DtKtor  Long- 
shore donated  eu'iiii^li  tree  ])racticc  in  the  early  dnv.  driving  hither  and 
thither,  in  day  time  and  niyht  lime,  enough  to  make  a  man  rich  if  paid  for  at 
mileage  rates.   Those  best  acquainted  with  the  sometimes  eccentric  doctor 

will  fully  appreciate  the  above  as  a  characteristic  item. 

«  «  * 

AN  OLD  HOMESTEAD  SHACK. 

nrHjd-l)\  ,  old  shade;  time's  relentless  rigor 
Has  ^^round  you  up  at  last  to  shajwless  dust : 
But  faithfully  have  you  performed  your  trust, 
And  sheltered  manly  worth  and  moral  vigor. 

Good  by.  old  shack ;  lead  off  as  back  yard  slivers. 
Shivered!  Slivered!  To  hold  the  rubbish  and  the  must» 
So  mournfully  we  will  relieve  you  of  your  trust. 
Thence  to  the  modern  house  relieving  ns  of  shivers. 
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A  graven  image  of  a  young  lady  mounted  in  the  court  yard  at  Primghar 

at  expense  of  some  liberal  citizens  did  not  meet  with  full  approbation  of  the 

critirally  artistic  members  of  the  commimity  and  was  finally  rctnrned  to  it'^ 
fornuT  owners  at  SheUI(»n.  Before  its  <leparture  D.  A.  W.  Perkins  penned 
Ihe  following  skit : 

You're  a  daisy,  a  darliii':.  Mi-s  F'rimghar. 
You  are  sweet  as  a  full  blown  rose ; 
You're  an  angel  in  marble.  Miss  Primghar, 
From  your  head  clean  down  to  your  toes. 

I  believe  you  are  in  love,  Miss  Primghar, 
Your  sad  look  is  only  disguise; 
Though  silent,  you're  restless.  Miss  Primghar, 
There's  mystery  seen  in  your  eyes. 

Perhaps  you  are  honiesick.  Miss  Primghar, 
And  longf  for  dear  Sheldon  again; 
Or  maybe  you're  bashful.  Miss  Primghar, 
And  want  to  be  hid  from  the  men. 

You're  scantily  clad.  Miss  Priiiif^liar, 

A  cold  winter  will  follow  this  fall; 

Have  "Pomp**  and  the  mayor.  Miss  Prini^r, 

Buy  a  bonnet,  some  gloves  and  a  shawl. 

You  must  be  tired.  Miss  Prin^har, 

Your  seat  there  is  cold  and  hard; 

Perhaps  you'd  feel  iHtftr,  Miss  Primghar, 

With  a  loving  and  lively  "pard." 

*   *  * 

"leedt.e  voh." 

This  lecdle  Deitchcr  jxiy  sr)  schmall, 

Sendt  to  der  schools  by  Mah. 
He  vas  so  very  bashful  dot 

He  vouldt  only  answer  **Yoh.** 

Und  ven  der  teachers  schpdce  him  oudt, 
Der  poys  .said  "Yes'em.  yes  sah," 

,       Der  only  dings  dot  he  vouldt  sdipoke, 
All  he  vouldt  say  vas  "Yoh." 
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He  leannlt  some  dings  all  day  niit  schools* 

He  schti  irc'd  deni  mit  his  headt, 
He  schtudied  hardt,  he  leamdt  der  rule^. 

At  nichdt  he  vcndt  to  bedt. 

He  grew  up  schtrong,  der  brimmers  soon 

Vas  done,  den  bigtjcr  b(X)ks, 
Der  teachers  und  der  schkollars  all 
Schtared  him  mit  jealous  looks. 

At  nichdt  he  alvays  vent  schtrate  home, 

Und  lHl|H'd  mil  all  der  sthores. 
He  fed  the  hogs  und  >cliKtj)|)cd  der  cows, 
Uud  lockdt  up  dem  bam  doors. 

He  leamdt  to  riile  dot  big  gang  plow, 

Mit  hiirscs  four  apreast. 
He  huskt  mit  corn,  a  man  he  grew. 
Made  nionies  like  der  rest. 

Den  ven  dot  fartn  dem  mans  der  sell, 

Price  one  hundred  fifty.  Oh — 
He  sa\id  dt-m  dollars,  dinu-s  und  cents, 
Und  vonce  more  he  saidt  "Voh." 

He  bot  dot  big  O'Brien  farm, 

Und  scttKd  down,  hoor:di. 
U'nd  taught  Iiis  childt-rs  on  his  knee. 

How  he  always  answered  oh." 

The  thrifty  Germans  form  two-fifths  ..f  the  population  of  D'Hrien  county. 

The  (lerman  accent  i<  much  btanl  in  the  schools.  The  subject  of  this  poem 
was  a  bashful  bttlc  tut-  yrar-old  (icrnian  la<l  in  <ine  of  the  district  schools  of 
O'Brien  ccninty.  I- or  a  whole  month  the  only  re>iK>nse  the  teacher  could  get 
from  him  was  "Yoh.*'  He  later  on  became  a  proficioit  scholar. 
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WHEN  THE  SQUATTER  SQUATTED  HIS  SQUAT. 

We've  often  read  of  that  old-old  saw, 

How  possession  is  always  nine  points  of  the  law. 

When  the  squatter  squatted  his  squat  and  **ltt," 

\\  ith  his  jaw  set  firm  and  his  lips  he  bit. 

Possession  he  took  In  his  own  jio<mI  rif^ht. 

And  built  his  shack  shanty  c\  cn  through  a  dark  night. 

Now  let  us  right  here  make  the  best  record  mark. 

Since  Noah  and  kids  came  out  of  the  ark. 

Lo:  11.  sliow  those  haughty,  proud  railroad  galoots, 

How  a  hay>i  (  (1  Jiomesteatler  hcks  'em  out  of  their  boots. 

Now  ("on,t;rc»  had  j,'ranted  those  lands  as  a  prize 

To  the  roa«l  that  lirsl  built,  that  the  country  might  rise. 

But  a  dause  therein  SMd,  tl»y  must  bttild  as  they  went. 

And  earn  it  all  honest  1^  an  honest  per  cent 

Kor  each  mile  of  railroad  ten  sections  of  land 

Would  ^ive  them  a  title  hy  patent  to  stand. 

Hut  tlie  Siniix  C  ity  road  when  it  jrot  to  I.eMars, 

By  astrology  thought  out  a  trick  inong  the  stars. 

As  for  the  fool  squatter,  they  never-  will  count. 

With  their  old  hayseed  breeches  and  shacks,  "Turn  'cm  out'* 

And  fool  the  fool  Congress  by  this  trick  all  so  bold, 

Piv  leasin<;  the  Central—  A  ou're  "sold"  all  so  cold. 

But  the  stjuatter  s(|ua(ted  his  s(|uat,  as  we've  told. 

And  showed  them  a  trick  oi  true  honesty  old. 

They  went  to  the  courts  and  showed  up-  that  lease ; 

The  courts  said  to  the  railroads,  "That  fraud  you  must  cease." 

That  first  thirty  days'  right  the  squatter  shall  have, 

The  railroads  may  sputter  and  threaten  and  rave. 

But  the  squatter  is  there  by  the  right  of  his  squat. 

As  said  by  decree  in  its  supreme  court  hot  shot 

The  squatter  thus  turned  a  trick  that  was  rare. 

Like  Kipling's  "Fu;;zy  Wuz^'s."  who  first  broke  an  English  square. 

Your  old  railroad  contract-;  w  ith  siu  li  men  as  Gotleib  Sdtwartz, 

Tn  a  court  stands  as  high  as  so  many  warts. 

We'll  cut  you  all  off  by  surgical  skill. 

Let  the  hiw  have  its  sway,  the  squatter  his  will. 
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Give  the  sciuatter  a  chaiice  in  this  land  of  the  best 

As  good  as  a  home  in  that  heavenly  rest 
Call  up  R.  I'.  JdTics  and  your  stanrii  M.  I).  I  inch, 
Representing  the  Miiialter  who  never  did  timdi. 
And  tdl  tl»m  die>  ve  gut  a  good  home  without  lie'n, 
In  the  good  of  the  goodest  of  grandest  O'Brien. 

Note — Ciotleih  Scliwartz  was  one  of  the  main  men  who  held  a 

large  number  of  the  railrouii  contracts  against  the  squatter. 

*    *  * 

GOl.I),  SII.\  tK  AND  DIAMONDS. 
PRKCIorS   METAJ.S  mSCOVERRl)  IN   (J  URIliX  COL.NTV. 


O'Brien  soil — 
Let  truth  he  told, 
its  yellow  corn 
A  mine  of  pold. 

its  w  ileal  and  oats. 
When  harvest  done, 
A  silver  mine 
Sixteen  to  one. 


O'Brien  pasture, 
A  (hamond  plat. 
All  a  kicken 
Mule  at  the  bat. 

Steer  on  tirst  base. 
Horse  scores  a  run. 
Hogs  do  rooten, 
Sheep  fans  have  fun. 


O'I'.rie!!  t'arni 

(Ifows  i;rain  and  kine; 

Let  all  pluy  ball, 

A  diamond  mine. 
«   *  « 

AGRICULTURAL. 

Silver  and  gold  have  I  none. 

XeiiluT  zinc  nor  lead  nor  brass, 
The  metal  is  the  soil  itself — 

It's  grain. 

It's  stock. 

It's  grass. 
«   «  • 

FINIS. 

In  squiblets  and  couplets 
O'Brien  we've  t(  >!d 
A??  well  a<  we  cnultl 
Fitty-eight  years  old. 
1856-19 1 4. 
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HISTORY  OF 

OSCEOLA  COUNTY 


CHAPTER  I. 

CEOI  OUY  AND  TOPOt.HAl'HY. 

This  cuunty  was  origmally  an  open  prairie,  and  destitute  of  timber  of 

any  kind  with  the  exception  of  a  little  wilKnv  brush  that  had  cscai)ed  the  an- 
nual prairif  fires  aloiiij  ( )chfve(!an  creek.  The  ()clie\ iilaii  and  Otter  creeks 
are  the  only  streams  ul  iinporliiiice.  Ucheyedan  creek  has  its  source  in  a 
small  lake  of  the  same  name  in  Nobles  cuunu,  Minnesota,  about  two  miles 
north  of  the  northern  boundary  of  this  cotmty,  the  same  being  the  state  line. 
There  are  a  few  ranges  of  low  hilts  along  either  side  of  the  Odieyedan,  but 
sel<l<ini  on  opixjsite  sides.  One  cr)nical  shaped  hill,  called  the  Ocheyedan 
nionnd.  is  about  one  mile  from  the  stream,  and  is  the  hif,d\est  point  in  the 
vicinity.  This  stream  crosses  the  county  from  north  to  south  and  was  orig- 
inally a  very  crooked  stream.  It  bears  somewhat  to  the  east  and  empties 
into  the  Sioux  river  in  Day  county,  near  Spencer.  The  lower  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  this  stream  in  this  cotmty  has  been  straightened  in  recent  years, 
thereby  improvinfj  the  land  verv  tniuh  in  its  v  icinity.  Otter  creek  rises  in 
a  big  slouch  near  Bigelow.  across  the  state  line  in  Minnesota,  ami  cmsses  the 
county  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  passing  out  of  the  county  at  the  south- 
west comer.  It  then  runs  west  into  East  Rock,  also  known  as  the  Little 
Rock  river,  in  Lyon  county.  The  land  along  both  of  these  streams  is  nearly 
all  tillable  and  excellent  farming  ground. 

There  are  no  lakes  of  im])nrtance  in  this  county.  The  largest  is  Ru->h 
lake,  near  the  \  illai^e  of  Ocheyedan.  which  covers  about  live  hun<lred  and 
forty-eight  acres,  \arying  a  little  with  the  season.  There  are  shnighs  con- 
nected by  streams  that  contain  water  in  wet  seasons  and  were  originally 
called  Chain  lakes.  These  are  being  ditched  and  are  making  some  of  the 
best  land  in  the  county. 
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The  soil  is  a  dark  prairie  luani  with  a  clay  subsoil.  This  siil)-^<>il  is 
somewhat  porous,  which  causes  the  land  to  stand  either  wet  or  dry  season^ 
very  well.  Some  search  has  been  made  along  the  streams  and  in  the  Ocheye- 
dan  motmd  and  although  some  indications  of  coal  were  found  no  minerals 
of  importance  were  ever  discovered.  The  ijcneral  altitude  of  the  county 
varies  fnmi  otie  thousand  four  huinlred  lo  <me  tliousaiul  five  hundred  feet, 
with  a  tew  liii^hiT  pointN.  and  is  the  liijjhesi  region  in  the  state  The  surface 
of  the  laud  is  generally  rolling,  w  ith  a  .snuill  level  district  in  the  eastern  pari 
of  the  county  and  another  in  the  western  part.  The  soil  is  from  two  to 
four  feet  deep  and  of  fine  quality,  free  from  stone,  and,  with  proper  cultiva- 
tion and  rotation  of  crops,  is  practically  inexhaustible. 

In  the  year  185(1.  Jefferson  Davis,  who  later  l)ecame  president  of  the 
Southern  Omfetieracy  and  served  in  that  capacity  durinf;  the  W  ar  of  the 
Rebellion,  was  surveying  lor  the  United  States  government  and  at  the  same 
time  had  command  of  the  United  States  troops  in  the  Northwest  He  was 
instructed  by  the  United  States  government  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  Wis- 
consin. Minnesota.  Iowa  and  Dakota.  In  his  survey  he  located  the  north- 
western corner  of  Iowa,  the  southwesierii  corner  of  Minnesota  and  the  east 
line  of  Dakota,  a  sliori  distance  southea.-t  of  Rowena.  South  Dakota,  and 
marked  the  spot  with  an  iron  stake.  No  question  of  the  correctness  of  his 
work  has  ever  been  raised.  The  point  to  be  recorded  here  is  the  fact  that 
so  distinguished  a  man  as  Jefferson  Davis,  in  his  report  of  this  survey,  said 
that  within  a  radius  of  one  hundred  mil*"^  <<i  this  iron  stake  was  found  what 
he  considered  the  richest  soil  in  the  world.  I  itne  has  verified  his  judgment 
to  a  wonderful  degree.  During  this  year  (,1914)  of  short  crops  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  there  is  a  bountiful  crop  throughout  all  of  that  one 
hundred  mile  limit  from  this  iron  stake,  and  Osceola  county  falk  well  within 
this  territory. 

ORGANIZATION  OP  0SCB0U\  COUNTY. 

Osceola  county  was  named  after  a  Seminole  Indian  chief,  the  acknowl- 
edged head  of  a  band  of  Indians  who  inhabited  the  Everglades  of  Florida.  It 
does  not  appear  why  a  northern  county  was  named  after  an  Indian  who  lived 
so  far  to  the  south  and  it  is  not  known  that  he  ever  came  north.  He  died  in 
Fort  Moultrie  where  he  was  sent  hy  the  United  States  governtnent  after  he 
was  captured  and  his  trilje  was  sulxlued  in  1837.  However,  it  is  quite  a 
pleasant  sounding  name  and  old  settlers  who  still  survive,  whetiier  livii^  In 
the  county  or  elsewhere,  have  learned  to  love  the  sound  of  the  word  Osceola. 

When  the  first  settlers  began  to  turn  their  attention  to  this  part  of  the 
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state  it  was  known  that  a  railroad  was  to  go  through  from  St  F'anI  to  Sioux 
City,  hut  it  was  not  known  where  it  would  run  The  settUr>  tried  to  get  in 
ahead  ol  the  railroad  and  each  one  made  a  gucs.-,  as  to  where  it  would  yo  and 
wKere  the  county  s«at  would  Ix;  located.  The  road  eventually  crossed  the 
county  a  little  farther  west  than  most  of  the  settlers  expected.  Before  the 
railroad  came  there  were  several  wagon  roads  or  trails  into  9r  across  the 
county.  One  trail  led  from  Spirit  Lake  to  Sioux  Falls,  crossing  the  county 
from  east  to  west:  anotiier  trail  led  into  the  county  from  Cherokee;  still 
another  truin  LeMar^  and  still  another  from  W'orlhington.  At  first,  ot 
course,  there  were  no  bridges,  but  soon  two  were  built,  one  across  tiie  Ocheye- 
dan  and  another  crossing  the  Otter. 

When  the  railroad  was  completed  to  Sibley,  in  Tune.  iSjJ.  all  wagon 
trails  pointed  towards  that  t(»wn.  the  first  town  site  to  U-  laid  out.  The  next 
town  site  was  Ashton.  in  (jilnian  township,  although  tirst  called  Saint  (iil- 
man.  Sihley  was  early  .selected  as  the  county  seat,  owing  to  its  central  It^nra- 
tion.  The  first  mail  reached  this  county  l>y  way  of  LeMars,  in  Plymouth 
county,  and  was  distributed  at  Shaw's  store,  which  was  located  on  the  bank 
of  the  Otter  creek  in  Oilman  township  on  section  32  not  far  from  the 
present  town  of  A'shton.  Mr.  Shaw  later  moved  his  -;tore  tr*  Ashton  and  it 
was  the  first  store  in  that  thrifty  town.  His  original  ^i.  re  building  still 
stands  on  the  main  .street  of  Ashton  and  is  used  as  a  poolroom  and  lunch 
counter.  Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  Oregtm  in  1888  and  is  reported  dead.  The 
*  first  postofikes  were  at  Sihley  and  Ashton  and  were  established  soon  after 
the  railroad  was  completed  to  those  towns,  When  the  people  received  daily 
mails,  instead  of  weekly,  by  way  of  LeMars  and  Shaw's  store  they  thought 
they  were  metropolitan. 

When  the  first  settlers  came  to  the  territory  now  enibraoed  witliin  this 
county  it  was  a  part  of  Woodbury  county.   Therefore,  Woodbury  oounty 
had  to  set  Osceola  u]>  in  business  for  itself,  which  it  did  in  1871,  and  the  story 
cantKit  hetter  he  told  than  to  quote  from  the  records  of  Woodbury  county: 
"State  of  Iowa,  WcMxIhury  County. 

"1.  deorge  W.  Wakelield.  auditor  of  Woexlhury  county.  Iowa,  do  hereby 
certify  that  at  the  June  session,  A.  D.  1871,  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
Woodbury  county,  to-wit:  on  the  sixth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1871,  the  follow- 
ing proceedings  were  had.  to-wit:  Rcsohed  that  the  county  of  Osceola  in  the 
state  of  Iowa  he  organized  at  the  p^eiieral  eleitimi  of  1871.  Resolved,  that 
three  townships  Iw  formed  out  (»f  tlie  county  iif  Osceola  in  the  state  of  Iowa, 
to-wit:  all  of  township  98  of  ranges  39.  40,  41  and  42  shall  comprise  »»ne 
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township  to  be  known  and  called  Goewey  township.  All  of  township  99, 
ranges  39,  40.  41  and  42  shall  omposc  one  township  to  be  known  and  called 

Holman  township,  and  all  <if  tiiwn^^hip  irx")  <if  ran),'t's  v>  A<^-  4'  and  .42 
shall  compu<>e  one  township  to  Ix-  known  and  called  llorion  township.  Rc*^ 
solved,  that  an  electicm  be  held  for  the  election  of  township  and  county  officers 
at  the  general  election  for  1871,  to  be  held  as  follows,  to-wit:  in  Goewey 
tnwnshi]).  at  tlu-  house  of  E.  IIufF;  in  llolnian  township,  at  the  house  of 
A.  M.  Ciiher;  in  Hort'tn  township,  at  the  housf  of  II  l\.  I"enton.  Ivt-^  ihcd, 
that  the  (pie^tion  of  whether  the  provisions  of  cha[)ter  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  of  the  laws  ot  the  twelfth  General  Assenihly  oi  the  State  of  Iowa,  shall 
be  enforced  in  Osceola  county,  Iowa,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  legal  voters 
of  said  county  at  the  general  election  of  1871.  as  provided  in  said  chapter. 
Rt— .1\cd,  that  the  proper  officers  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructetl  to 
do  and  take  all  necessarv  steps  to  have  the<c  resolutions  carried  into  effect. 
Resolvecl.  that  the  aiuh'tor  Ije  instructed  to  as.sess  the  lands  of  Osceola  county 
at  two  dollars  an  acre." 

Following  this  was  a  resolution  levying  taxes  on  the  taxable  jMroperty 
of  Oscerda  county,  totalinjj  forty  mills  or  four  pi-r  cent.  The  general  elec- 
tion was  held  in  accordance  with  the  forei^oini^  aiithi>rization.  resultini^  in 
the  election  of  the  following  c<)unty  olVuers :  I  rank  M.  Rohinson.  auditor; 
A.  M.  Culver,  treasurer;  D.  L.  McCausland.  recorder:  Cyrus  M.  Brooks, 
clerk  of  courts:  Delila  Stiles,  superintendent  of  schools:  J.  D.  Hall,  coroner; 
John  Beaumont,  drainage  commissioner:  M.  J.  Campbell,  surveyor;  George  * 
Spaulding,  H.  R.  Fenton  and  J.  H.  Winspear,  county  commissioners  or 
supervisors. 

Thus  was  organized  a  county  }^o\  11  lunent  over  as  fair  a  sectii»n  of 
country  as  was  possible  to  be  found  with  the  exception  that  it  was  treeless. 
Some  years  before  the  settlement  of  this  cotmty,  the  author  in  writing  to  a 
lawyer  friend  in  Spirit  Lake  asked  for  information  about  this  country  and 

he  rr]tlied  at  knirtli  In  the  course  of  his  letter  he  stated  that  west  of  .Spirit 
lake  and  immediate  n<  iu;li!iorhi m mI  the  land  was  not  tit  for  white  settlement 
as  it  was  a  vast  treeless  plain  tit  only  for  buJTalocs  and  Indians.  In  fact,  a 
part  of  it  was  then  known  as  the  Great  American  Desert. 

The  first  convention  for  the  nomination  of  county  officers  was  held  July 
4,  1872.  The  convention  was  calletj  by  a  number  of  the  homesteaders  and 
presided  over  In  II.  G.  Doolittle,  .if  Sihiey,  It  was  held  on  the  Cnl\er  home- 
stead, which  was  located  on  .sectitm  24.  township  09.  range  42.  The  follow- 
ing pioneers  were  placed  in  nomination  for  the  various  county  offices,  to-wit : 
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For  auditor,  McDonald;  for  treasurer.  Captain  E.  Huff;  for  recorder,  D.  L. 

McCausland:  tor  sheriff.  Jt-ff  Cuishall:  for  suiH-rintendent  of  sduwls,  Dclila 
Stiles;  for  clerk  of  cmirts.  Cynis  M.  Brooks;  for  supervisors,  A.  M.  Culver, 
H.  R.  I'entoii  and  (leorge  Spaulding.  M.  KoImusou  was  the  independent 
candidate  lor  auditor.  The  vote  for  auditor  resulted  in  a  tie  between  Mc- 
Donald and  Robinson  and  was  decided  by  lot  in  favor  of  Robinson.  D.  L. 
McCausland  was  absent  teaching  school  when  the  time  arrived  for  him  to, 
take  charge  of  the  recorder's  office,  and  John  Beaumont  was  appointed  to  till 
his  ])lace.  In  the  meantime,  Mi( ■;uisl:m(l  h.id  forwarded  his  lx>nd  by  mail 
and  after  some  difficulty  got  possession  oi  his  ollice. 

Osceola  cotinty  was  airsed  then,  as  many  other  counties  were  at  the 
time,  with  an  influx  of  grafters  and  looters  whose  sole  occupation,  seemingly, 
was  to  prey  upon  the  newly  or},'anized  counties  and  loot  the  county  treasuries 
to  their  hearts*  lonteiit.  The  "^.^atij::,""  of  which  detailed  mention  is  made  in 
another  chapter  of  the  history,  likewise  placed  a  ticket  in  nomination  and 
imiwrted  tloater-i  and  fraudulent  voters  to  win  at  the  subse(]uent  fall  election. 

The  leaders  of  the  gang  pre\'ailed  upon  Mr.  Culver  to  take  the  nomina- 
tion tor  treasurer  so  as  to  give  strength  and  respectability  to  the  rather  douht- 
fnl  ticket  which  they  i)roposed  to  place  in  noniitiation.  Tlie  ■■<;ang"  wished 
fnlver  to  riin  lor  treasurer  in  order  to  make  room  for  J.  H.  Winsjjear,  who 
wanted  to  run  for  supervisor. 

Mr.  Doolittle  and  others  tried  to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Culver  to  refuse  the 
doubtful  honors  which  the  gang  wished  to  thrust  upon  him,  but  their  plead- 
ings were  of  x\o  avail  and  he  was  elected  treasurer  along  with  the  "gang" 
nominees.  Tlieii  l>e<;an  a  i)erio<l  of  loofini,'  which  was  unsurpassed  for  the 
short  i>eriod  oi  time  in  which  they  were  in  jxiwer.  The  coutjty  treasury  was 
looted  to  the  tune  of  over  twenty-two  thousand  dollars  in  a  few  months,  all 
of  which  the  taxpayers  were  forced  to  pay  in  the  end. 

So  brazen  and  lavish  were  the  expenditures  made  by  the  "gang"  that 
the  people  soon  became  thorouf^lily  arousi-d  ti»  the  enormity  of  the  official 
government  of  the  comuy  and  nuule  uj)  their  mimls  to  throw  the  grafters  riut. 
.\  special  grand  jury  was  hcUl  in  the  following  spring  which  was  presided 
over  by  H.  G.  Doolittle.  Indictments  were  foimd  against  every  county 
official  who  had  participated  in  the  l(M>iing  and  they  were  placed  under  Ixmds 
of  one  hundre<l  dollars  each,  the  ol>ircl  Ueins,'  to  drixe  them  from  the  countv 
and  allow  them  to  iM-ape  without  further  trouble.  All  left  the  county  and 
forfeited  their  Ixiud^. 

Mr.  Culver  opposed  every  fraudulent  action  of  the  gang  and  stood  like 
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a  rock  airaiii«;t  tin-  w linlcsalc  f^raftinu  iiidul^nl  in  by  l\w  ^aiig.  He  did  every- 
Uiiiig  ill  liis  power  lo  bring  tbem  to  justice  and  stop  their  nefarious  work. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Woodbury  county  board,  in  canvassing  the 
returns  of  the  vote  of  Osceola  county,  it  appears  that  the  length  of  terms  the 
three  supervisors  was  to  hold  was  (k-terniined  by  lot.  The  drawing  for 
terms  allow ed  ("icorj,fo  Spauldiiiji;  to  hold  otVice  thret-  years;  H.  R.  hViifon,  two 
years;  and  I.  H.  W  invpt-ar,  one  year.  riiu-  a  kind  divinity  shai>ed  things, 
as  \\  in>[Har.  \\h<i  uas  the  leader  and  funushed  tiie  brains  for  whatever 
swindling  w  as  practiced  on  this  county  in  the  early  days  of  its  history,  drew 
the  short  term  of  one  year.  At  the  next  general  election  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
Capt.  D.  L.  Riley  was  electetl  supervisf)r  of  Holnian  township  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  county  affairs  have  been  honestly  conducted. 

However,  during  that  hrst  year,  under  the  leadership  and  plcjtting  of 
'  Winspear.  the  county  was  saddled  widi  a  debt  of  about  forty  thousand  dcA- 
lars  for  which  it  had  very  little  to  show.  That  debt,  however,  has  long  since 
been  paid  and  the  county  is  now  practically  out  of  debt. 

ROSTER  OI"  COUNTY  OFITCIALS. 

Auditor — F.  M.  Robinson.  Wallace  W.  Moore.  James  S.  Reynolds, 

George  W.  Thomas.  \'.  .\.  Burley. 

Treasurer  A  M.  Cuher.  S,  A.  Writrht,  Levi  Shell,  H.  C.  Huni,'erford. 
R.  S.  Hall,  J.  B.  Lent.  J.  E.  Tovvnsend.  IJick  Wassniann,  A.  J.  Tatuni,  A. 
Wachtel  and  H.  E.  Richards. 

Recorder— D.  L.  McCausland,  E.  Huff.  Mrs.  C  L  Hill,  S.  S.  Parker, 
W.  IL  dates.  Charles  .\.  Chaml)ers,  Joe  Reauan  an  1  O   A  Metz. 

Clerk  of  District  Court — Cyrus  M.  I'.rooks.  John  !•.  (ilover.  W  illiam  J. 
Miller,  J.  S.  Davison.  J.  H.  Mead.  W.  H.  Kimberly,  Will  Thomas.  A.  W.  Mc- 
Callum.  J.  P.  Hawxhurst  and  Otto  J.  Frey. 

Sheriff — Frank  Stiles,  John  H.  Douglass,  J.  B.  Lent,  J.  F.  Stamm, 
Frank  Desmond.  Frank  L.  Stevens.  T-'.  S.  Robertson  and  Joseph  Gill. 

Superinten<Ient  of  .Schools — Delila  Stiles.  Dr.  J.  M.  Jenkins.  \\  .  J 
Miller.  Dr.  C.  L.  C.nrney.  Mrs.  Marv  K.  Parker.  Dr  W.  R.  i^iwrence.  J.  R. 
Elliott.  W.  J.  Reeves.  ¥.  W.  llahn,  Cliarles  Lowrey.  T.  S.  Kcdniond,  J.  P. 
McKinley,  J.  R.  Wilson  and  Mary  E.  DeBoos. 

Surveyor— M.  T.  Campbell.  H.  G.  Doolittle.  John  A.  Flower,  Walter 
Barl>cr  and  L  A.  Wilson. 

Cop.ner— J.  M  Jenkins.  W.  R.  Lawrence.  W.  H.  BarkhufT.  H.  Xeill. 
W.  E.  lily,  G.  B.  Palmer,  L.  il.  Ilcetland,  F.  S.  Liough  and  D.  C.  Stceismith. 
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County  Attorney— G.  W.  Lister.  J.  F.  Glover,  C  M.  Brooks,  W.  C. 

Garberson  and  O.  J.  Clark. 

f'liard  of  Supervisors — J.  H.  \\ins|)car.  George  Spauldinu.  I'.  R. 
Fentun,  I'itus  E.  Perry,  D.  L.  Riley,  H.  L.  Enimert,  O.  DuiUun,  B.  F. 
Mundorf,  A.  H.  Brown»  C  W.  Wyllys.  Henry  C  Atten,  Robert  Stamm, 
Nicholas  Boor,  William  Mowthorp,  George  S.  Downend,  George  W. 
Barrager.  Albert  Romey.  S.  A.  I)<nc,  Carlos  V.  Rev-nolds,  James  I'..  Town- 
send,  C.  VV.  Conner,  A.  Batie.  I'.  A.  Cajacol),  W.  H.  Xoehren.  Charles  BanjEf- 
ert,  F.  H.  Hunt.  William  Truckenniillcr.  Nick  I.einen,  J.  C.  Ward,  John 
Wehnieyer.  C.  M.  Higley,  Herman  Haack.  Henry  Schmall.  John  Wehsinger, 
W.  J.  Reeves,  H.  C.  Hattendorf,  A.  B.  Snider.  B.  Klosterman.  John  W. 
Lindaman  and  L.  J.  Philips. 

tlKST  COLKT  AND  GRAND  JURY. 

The  first  term  of  court  was  held  in  July,  1872.   The  officers  of  the 

court  were  Henry  Ford,  judge;  C.  H.  Lewis,  district  attorney:  I">ank  Stiles, 
sheriff;  Cyrus  Brooks,  clerk.  Ihe  ^rand  jury  consisted  of  tlie  following: 
ii.  G.  Dooiilllc  I  foreman),  Bcnj.  A.  Dean.  J.  L.  Robinson,  E.  .Morrison.  J.  I. 
Habtead,  A.  M.  Culver,  M.  Thompson,  J.  Schlect,  Henry  Babcock,  J.  W. 
Kerr,  T.  J.  Cutshall.  Charles  Mandeville.  R.  F.  Kinnie,  D.  L.  Riley  and 
C.  Dunton.  The  only  members  of  that  grand  jury  still  living,  so  far  as 
known,  are  TI.  C  Doolittle,  of  Sibley,  who  is  spending  his  declining  years 
in  cninlort ;  (.  harles  Mandeville.  who  this  year  moved  from  Siblev  to  Holden, 
Kiinsas,  and  Rev.  Benjamin  .\.  Dean,  who  is  still  preaching  and  now  has  a 
charge  at  Hildreth,  Nebraska. 

FIRST  COURT  HOUSE. 

The  old  frame  court  house  was  built  in  1872  and  when  completed  was 
about  all  the  county  had  to  show  for  its  forty-thousand-dollar  debt.  The 

sessions  of  the  IxKird  <>f  supervisors,  l>efore  the  coni|)letion  r>f  the  court 
house,  were  held  in  a  small  frame  building  in  Sibley  on  Tenth  street  ami 
the  building,  now  used  for  junk  storage,  is  still  standing  in  a  dilapidated 
condition. 

FIKANCB. 

When  W'lxjdbury  county  >et  ()^cei)la  mnnty  up  in  business  in  1H71  it 
authorized  its  county  auditor  to  assess  Osceola  county  lands  at  tw(»  dollars  an 
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acre.  Btit  as  there  was  mtv  litili-  ditdtil  land  in  the  ci unity  the  ri-venue 
from  land  tax  \\a>-  \fr\  V\v.hl.  'V\n-  railri>a<l  paiil  a  >mall  tax.  However, 
the  railroad  land  wa^  in  (.onlruversy  on  account  ot  litigation  arising  from  a 
daim  of  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee  railroad  claiming  the  land  under  a  former 
government  indemnity  grant.  The  title  to  the  land  in  the  meantime  rested 
in  the  United  States  government  and  conseijuently  the  land  was  not  subject 
to  taxation  This  litijjation  was  settled  in  tlu-  courts  in  the  year  f^j",  and 
was  at  once  ottered  lor  sale  and  put  on  the  tax  Hst  of  1878.  Prior  to  that 
time  the  only  land  on  which  taxes  were  collected  was  a  little  land  of  the 
speculators  and  a  few  tracts  entered  under  the  pre-emption  act  The  home- 
steaders had  to  pro\e  five  years'  residence  Jjefore  final  proof  for  a  patent 
ronld  he  made,  with  tiie  exception  that  soKlier<  of  tin-  ('i\il  War  could  get 
cre<lil  fur  the  time  served  in  the  army.  Some  old  miMuts  did  not  (.•nihrace 
that  privile.vje  lor  the  reason  that  lan<l  was  not  suhject  to  taxation  until  its 
title  was  proved.  About  the  same  time  the  railroad  land  came  in  for  taxa- 
tion nearly  all  the  homesteaders  had  deeds  to  their  land,  so  that  the  list  of 
taxable  property  suddenly  increased  and  the  (otmty  revenues  were  corre- 
spondingly enhanced.  The  as<^ssed  value  of  ail  taxable  property  in  the 
county  in  1873  was  ij>43«M>>-4-Ot>;  the  taxa!)le  value  was  Sich^,99I.cx)  and  the 
total  amoimt  of  taxes  levied  was  $5.5537^>- 

In  1880  when  the  railroad  land  was  listed  for  taxation  and  the  home- 
>teaders  had  proved  their  titles,  the  total  assessed  value  jumped  to  $7cx),3r)8.oo 
and  the  total  taxc--  fitr  collection  iiuTeased  to  $,^1.70;?  01  The  tax  list  of 
1890  shows  a  healthy  gain,  some  of  it  hy  reason  nf  the  natural  increase  in 
the  price  of  land,  hut  more  largely  on  account  c»f  the  increa^e  in  iiersonal  and 
town  property.  The  total  valuation  that  year  was  $1,577,095.00  and  the 
total  tax  levied  was  S59.1 18.51.  In  iqoo  the  total  valuation  shows  at 
$_m83.i  so.co  with  a  tax  levy  of  ."^^^7.S^_'  5  i .  while  in  iqio  the  total  valua- 
tion was  sw  elled  to  the  resp«.'ctal>Ie  sum  of' .$3,363,871.00  ami  the  tax  to  be 
collectetl  run  up  to  Si4o,i<>2.o7. 

The  foregoing  is  but  a  fair  illustration  of  the  increase  in  the  value  of 
land  generally.  The  first  land  was  bought  under  the  pre-emption  law  and 
brought  twii  dolhrN  and  fifty  ccnt-^  an  acre.  The  same  land  now  sells  from 
one  hini<!rt(l  to  om-  liuiuin-d  and  tifty  dollars  an  acre.  Sf)me  well  improved 
farms  near  town  are  worth  two  hundred  dfillars  an  acre.  The  mileage  of 
railroad  bed  in  1873  was  seventeen  and  ninety-eight  hundredths  miles.  In 
1913  it  was  as  follows:  The  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha, 
seventeen  and  ninety-eight  hundredths  miles,  assessed  at  $1,004,724.00  and 
taxed  for  one  quarter  of  that  valuation.   The  main  line  of  the  Chicago, 
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Rock  Island  &  Pacific  is  assessed  on  twenty-six  and  twenty-nine  hiindretlths 
miles  and  valned  at  $77 1 ..^7J.r>o.  uliiU-  ihc  (iiuvrie  \-  North  Western,  which 
is  a  branch  of  the  same  line,  slinws  thirteen  and  thirty-three  hundredths  miles, 
valued  at  $391,368.00.  This  makes  a  total  mileage  of  Bfty-seven  and  sixty 
hundredths  miles  of  railroad  property  on  which  taxes  are  collected  in  this 
county.  The  telegraph  lines  are  recorded  at  fift>  -se\en  and  eighteen  hun- 
dredths miles  and  valued  at  $iS,^<)f>.(>n.  The  niiU->  of  ti'k')thoiu-  in  the  county 
as  shown  on  the  books  arc  five  hundred  and  thirty -six  and  valued  at 
$13,167.00. 
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ALLISON  TUWNbUlP. 

This  township  was  first  set  off  as  a  part  of  Ocheyedan  township  and  was 

called  East  Ocheyedan.  It  was  later  ori^anized  \iiU)  a  separate  township 
with  the  tollowini,'  officers:  Trustees — John  Lotian.  J.  C.  Wilniarth  and 
JaiiKs  llail;  clerk  M.  A.  Ijcn.soii ;  assessor — J.  W.  I.nkc:  juslioes  (•{  the 
peace — J.  C.  Stewart  and  C.  E.  lienson;  constables — James  Kilpalrick  and 
James  Mercer.  The  presttit  officers  are  as  follows:  Trustees~^Earl  Beck, 
W.  J.  Bnrley  and  J.  L.  Timmons;  clerk — C.  C.  Wilmarth;  assessor — C.  M. 
Lamb. 

Tliis  townslii])  has  no  town,  railroad,  or  churches.  The  most  of  the 
goveriiiiuiu  land  in  this  townsiiip  was  secured  by  patent,  by  the  use  of  land 
scrip  or  railroad  indemnity  land  in  1870,  before  the  rush  of  honiesteaders  came 
into  the  county. 

Section  2.   This  section  was  at  first  taken  by  speculators.  Later  Martin 

Xichr  bought  <m  section  2  and  by  industry  and  good  judgment  has  built  up  a 

fine  improved  farm. 

Section  3.  On  section  3  is  A.  Miller,  a  thrifty  (Jernian  fanner,  who  is 
doing  well. 

Section  4.   On  section  4  we  find  George  Forbes,  who  is  happy  and 

prosperous. 

.Section  6.  Sanniel  H.  Everett.  Rol)ert  S.  Hall.  .Mhert  B.  March,  Henry 
C".  .M.irch  and  IVt'd  II.  Hunt  constituted  a  part  of  what  was  known  as  the 
New  England  settlement.  Robert  S.  Hall  was  elected  county  treasurer,  held 
the  office  three  terms  and  made  a  good  and  efficient  officer.  He  moved  from 
here  to  Long  Pine.  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and 
later  in  the  banking  business  and  made  some  money.  He  is  now  retired  and 
li\  in,i,'  in  l.;iMesa,  California  He  and  his  wife  visited  in  Sibley  and  vicinity 
recently  and  are  in  tjood  healtii  for  j)co|)lc  of  their  age.  II.  C.  March  is  dead 
and  .\lbert  Marcij  recently  sold  his  holdings  liere  and  moved  to  Mis.souri. 
Fred  Hunt  and  his  son  are  still  living  on  the  original  claim  and  are  among 
the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county.  Fred  Hunt  was  at  one  time  county 
supervisor.  Mrs.  Hunt,  who  was  a  March,  died  last  year.  She  was  a  lead- 
ing spirit  in  the  east  end  of  the  county  and  is  greatly  missed. 
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Section  9.    Benson  and  sun  are  prosperous  farmers  who  came  from 

the-  east.  Father  Benson  lost  his  wife  here  aiifl  later  married  again  and 
movei!  U>  cnsteni  luua.  leaviiis^  h\<  mhi  to  aUeml  In  the  farm,. 

Section  10.  C.  W.  WUrrick  lK)ught  a  tine  ihree-hundretl-and-twcnty- 
acre  in^roved  form  and  makes  a  specialty  of  stock. 

Section  14.  Among  other  early  settlers,  not  homesteaders,  appears  the 
name  of  (u-.-rge  Thuina.'^  «jn  •section  14.  lie  later  moved  to  Harris  and  en- 
LTatjed  ill  thi*  inercantiU-  business  and  was  the  first  mayor  of  that  town;  later, 
he  was  flecked  county  auditor  and  <er\ed  willi  eredit  three  terms.  He  is  now 
living  in  Lalifijrnia.  Another  early  settler  on  section  14  was  Jaines  Hall, 
whose  wife  was  a  sister  of  George  Thcmias.  Mr.  Hall  sold  and  moved  to 
northern  Minnesota,  where  he  died  a  few  years  ago.  His  wife  survives  him. 
The  Hall  farm  is  now  owned  by  O.     Metz.  the  present  county  recorder. 

Section  17.  C  harles  W  aters  on  srotion  1 7  is  another  good  example  of 
what  indu>try  wil!  accomplish  in  this  country. 

Section  J4.  Earl  Beck  came  to  this  section  a  lew  years  ayo  with  little 
or  nothing  and  now  owns  a  two-hundred-and-forfy-acre  farm. 

Section  35.   Joseph  Smith  is  a  substantial  farmer  on  this  section. 

This  township  sujiports  nine  public  schools,  but  00  ChUTCh  within  its 
borders.  The  people-  worship  in  Ocheyedan.  Harris.  >)r  in  a  onMilry  church 
just  across  the  line  in  Dickinson  county.  The  whole  township  is  mnv  cut  up 
•  into  well  improved  farms  and  is  a  very  prusiJcrous  coninuinity. 

BAKER  TOWNSHIP. 

A  large  amount  ot  the  Ijcst  land  in  this  township  was  taken  \ty  speculators 
before  the  homesteaders  could  get  a  chance  to  enter  it.  The  Des  Moines 
Valley  Railroad  Company  seaired  under  an  indemnity  claim  sections  4,  9, 

10,  13,  14.  13,  -'3  and  24.  David  C.  Shepard  secured  sections  12.  _'6  and  34 
on  collei,H'  land  scrip  lohn  Lawler  obtained  on  some  kind  i>f  land  scrip,  sec- 
tions 32  and  3^).  Thus  liomesteaders  were  deprived  of  about  one-half  of  the 
land  in  this  township  that  ought  to  have  been  left  open  to  homestead  entry. 
It  was  all  very  fine  land  and  those  who  got  it  would  have  been  very  indignant 
if  they  had  been  charged  with  stealing  it.  However,  the  grasshopper  scourge 
coming  on  soon  after  the  land  was  seciired  and  having  to  pay  taxes  on  it  so 
long  lie  fore  it  was  salcril'U-.  and  then  only  at  hard-time  prices,  these  land 
speculators  did  not  realiie  as  much  proht  as  might  be- thought. 

Section  2.    Hermon  Rtmyan  settled  on  this  section  and  kept  a  feu-  cows 

(35) 
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and  manafjed  to  '^vX  through  the  grasshopper  times  with  his  large  taniily. 
Attciwards  he  prospered  and  passctl  into  easy  circumstances,  retiring  to  the 
village  of  Uclieyedan  where  he  died  a  few  years  ago.  Gideon  Thompson 
also  settled  here,  but  sold  and  kft  the  country  without  making  much  im- 
pression. Elmer  R.  Hazen  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  depended  on  work 
to  carry  him  through  the  hard  titnes.  I  le  was  a  big  strong  man  and  a  good 
workman.  Imt  a  ])crii)dical  drinker.  He  would  ooinploto  a  and  tlien  get 
<lrnnk  When  tipsy  it  was  hi>  Imast  that  lie  was  ICInier  R.  Ha/cn.  the  iinble 
and  y;rand.  lie  had  a  jjecuiiar  experience  in  Sibley  along  in  the  eighties. 
On  completion  of  a  school  house  in  his  township,  he  settled  for  his  woric  and 
then  came  to  Sibley  to  pay  his  lumber  bill  and  get  drunk.  After  settling  his 
bill  he  had  ahont  one  hundred  and  fort\  il  liars  left  when  he  went  to  the 
saloon.  W.  T.  Miller  saw  him  go  in  the  ■'aliMni  atid  knew  what  it  meant. 
A  few  hours  later  Miller  went  tt»  the  saloon  to  l(X)k  him  up  and  found  him 
in  a  maudlin  condition.  Miller  said.  "Hazen,  give  me  your  money,"  and  he 
handed  over  his  poket  book.  About  three  days  later  Hazen  called  at 
Miller's  office,  pretty  well  sobered  up,  but  crying.  Upon  inquiry  as  to  the 
troiilile  he  said  some  one  had  stolen  his  money.  .After  l)erating  him  a  while 
for  gettint,^  drunk  and  having  Sd  tnuch  money  with  him,  Miller  turned  to  his 
safe  and  handed  him  the  pockctlx)ok  and  told  him  to  count  it  and  see  if  it 
was  all  there.  It  would  be  useless  to  attemi)t  to  portray  the  expression  on 
Hazen's  countenance  upon  finding  his  money.  He  had  no  reooUcction  of 
having  surrendered  it.  Samuel  A.  Colby,  who  settled  on  this  section,  made 
little  impression. 

Seel  ion  3.     1'.  I'.oss  came  here  in  w  ith  a  small  amount  of  capital 

and  now  owns  hve  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  this  township.  He  made  it 
in  general  fanning  and  stock  raising,  handling  principally  Uack  cattle. 

Section  6.  Here  was  James  Morrison  and  William  R.  Gement,  neither 
of  whom  remained  v  ery  long.  William  H.  Lean  remained  long  on  his  claim 
and  became  well  to  do.  He  served  as  a  memlx*r  of  the  hoard  of  supervisors 
several  terms  and  was  an  influential  man  in  his  township.  Wallace  M. 
Moore  was  a  one-armed  old  soldier  and  was  elected  county  auditor  to  suc- 
ceed Frank  Robinson.  The  convention  that  nominated  Moore  was  stanio 
peded  over  the  cry  for  "One-armed  Moore."  Many  thought  Frank  Robin- 
son.  who  had  served  efficiently  and  honestly,  ought  to  have  another  term, 
hut  the  convention  ran  wild  for  "One-.\rmed  Moore."  Mr.  Moore  made  a 
faithful  and  capable  ofticer  and  was  reelected  several  times.  .After  retiring 
he  moved  to  Mt.  Vernon  where  he  died. 

Section  8.   Here  was  Henry  Babcock.  who  was  an  energetic  fellow 
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and.  being  from  the  state  of  New  York,  he  knew  the  value  of  cows.  Conse- 
<|iKntIy  a  tew  cows  and  soiiu-  yoiinj^  cattlf  carried  Iiim  through  the  hard 
timcf..  Ill  later  years  he  sold  here  and  moved  to  a  farm  a  few  miles  south 
of  Sioux  City  whete     died  a  few  years  ago. 

Orvis  Foster  settled  on  this  section.  Mr.  Foster  was  having  quite  a 
hard  time  to  get  along,  so  Henry  Balnrock.  who  was  school  director  for  that 
district,  proposed  that  Mrs.  Foster  tcacli  tlu'ir  school,  which  was  made  up  of  a 
few  <nv.i\\  children.  Con.sc(|uently  Mr>..  Foster  presented  her.self  l»ef<ire  the 
county  superintendent  of  schouls  for  exaniinulion  and  failed.  Finally  it 
was  arranged  that  if  every  one  in  that  district,  having  children  of  school 
age,  would  sign  a  written  request  for  Mrs.  Foster  to  be  allowed  to  teach  the 
school,  the  superintendent  would  gi\  e  her  a  permit.  Such  request  was  signed 
and  a  permit  was  then  issued.  Slie  tautjht  several  terms  and  gave  satisfac- 
tion. That  was  another  way  of  l)ridging  a  family  over  the  hard  times  and 
at  that  time  was  all  right.    William  Shipley  made  little  impression. 

Frank  Thayer  dung  to  his  claim  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  work.  He 
was  postmaster  of  Gopher  postoffice  a  long  time.  When  unable  to  work 
he  sold  and  retired  to  Sibley  where  he  and  his  wife  died. 

Section  g.  .\.  Kno.x  came  in  1891  and  lx)ught  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  time  and  now  has  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  this  township,  all 
made  hy  general  farming. 

Section  10.  Lewis  Klatt  is  getting  aloiq^  nicely  on  his  three-bundred- 
and-twenty-acre  farm. 

Section  ii.  H.  and  J.  Legate  are  prosperous  and  industrious  farmers 
and  in  a  few  years  will  be  wealthy. 

Section  12.  Clark  Howard  has  prospered  so  well  that  he  is  already 
leading  the  retired  life  in  Ocheyedan. 

On  section  13  is  L.  H.  Holle,  a  thrifty  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

On  section  15  is  John  G.  Benz,  who  is  getting  rich  and  buying  more  land. 

Sections  i^.  an(l  17.  I-"i\e  I-'rey  brothers  came  from  northern  Illinois, 
and  bought  on  section.s  and  17  in  this  tnun^hip  and  all  prospered.  Dirk 
Frey,  who  proved  to  be  quite  a  leader  m  Baker  township,  .settled  on  section 
17  and  i)r(jsi>ered  so  well  that  a  few  years  ago  he  retired  with  a  nice  compe- 
tence. He  now  lives  at  his  ease  in  Sibley,  where  for  many  years  his  son,  Otto 
J.  Frey,  \vas  clerk  of  district  court.  Dirk  Frey  was  justice  of  the  peace  many 
years  in  Baker  township. 

Section  18.  Jake  Brandt  d<jnated  ground  for  a  co-operative  store  and, 
on  account  of  the  great  distance  from  town,  it  prospered  until  the  Gowrie 
branch  was  built  through  that  part  of  the  county.   That  store  saved  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


548 


o'bKIEN  and  OSCEOLA  COL  XTIES,  IOWA. 


farmers  of  the  neighborhood  much  mone}'  and  time  as  well  as  tiiai)\  miles 
travel.  \\'lu-n  that  ^torc  was  <lartc(l  tlu-v  sfonrod  a  pi i>;t' >fiioe  and  called  it 
Mclvin  TIr-  iMistolfui'  (it  (idiiluT  \\a-  df-ci intinufd  and  all  i^ot  their  mail 
at  Mehiii.  W  hei>  the  railmad  was  'juilt.  and  a  town  estal>Ii«-hcd.  it  cuiiiinucd 
under  the  name  of  Melvin.  Henry  Klappine  left  <juite  early.  Henry  Sim- 
mons sold  in  1873.  Fred  FHsbee  filed  on  this  section  but  lived  principally 
in  Sheldon  where  he  and  his  hr(»ther  en-iaiLjed  in  tlu  ln<T\  busines-^  i  t  iiiany 
years.  In  the  meantime  thev  handled  real  estate  and  became  f|nite  wealthy. 
Later  the\  mvesttd  in  hank  siuck  extensively.  Mr.  h'risljee  still  owns  his 
original  homestead.  Frank  H.  Quiggle  also  settled  on  section  18  and  still 
owns  and  livts  on  his  claim.    Elmer  Simmons  sold  and  left  early. 

Section  20.  Henry  Dunkelmann  was  a  sturdy  German  and  very  in- 
dnsirions.  He  hung  on  through  all  the  hard  times  and  at  last  won  <ntt.  Of 
late  years  he  lias  In-en  leading  a  retired  life  "ii  the  oM  farm  alMiut  one  mile 
frr)tn  Melvin.  When  Henrv  Dunkelmann  Kteated  in  this  onuitv  in  the 
spring  of  1872.  there  came  with  hhn  a  young  German  of  noble  birth  and 
filed  on  an  eighty-acre  claim  on  the  same  section  with  Mr.  Dtmkelmann.  and 
although  of  gentle  hirth  he  took  up  the  work  <>f  a  pioneer  u  ith  all  the  earnest- 
ness of  a  veteran.  He  limke  prairie,  pl.inted  .and  -oued  the  <ame  a-  other 
.<ettler>.  Being  a  single  man  he  lived  in  the  Dunkelmann  family  and  they 
became  great  friends.  The  gra-^>hoppers  destnned  his  crops  in  and 
again  in  1874,  and  then  this  young  German,  josef  von  Willenioes-Snhm  by 
name,  became  discouraged,  sold  his  eighty  acres,  with  sixty-three  acres  of 
breaking,  for  two  lunulre<l  and  fifty  dollars  and  left  the  country.  However, 
this  fine  prairie  made  such  a  dee])  impression  on  thi>;  yf»ung  man.  that  after 
aliniii  forty  years"  absence,  this  man.  who  had  hecotne  a  traveling  >ale>maii. 
returned  tu  visit  hi>  old  friend  Dunkelmann.  \\  hen  he  and  Dunkelmann  visited 
Sibley  last  fall  he  was  as  enthusiastic  as  a  boy  over  the  marvelous  changes. 
He  related  with  much  pleasure  and  merriment  how  he  and  Dunkelmann  started 
out  on  horseback  one  fine  May  morning  in  1873  to  visit  Sihle\  atid  could  not 
locate  it.  Finally  a  shower  came  up  and  they  were  <)l)liged  to  >eek  >helter 
in  a  hig  house,  and  lo'  they  di'>covereil  they  were  in  Sibley.  By  the  way, 
this  man  has  been  sutxessful  in  a  business  way.  not  only  having  saved  a 
competence,  but  being  retired  on  a  liberal  pension  by  his  firm  for  long  and 
meritorious  service.  Don  Josef  considered  it  a  huge  joke  on  Don  Henry 
that  he.  an  old  cavalryman  in  the  Civil  War.  and  a  prairie  rider  generally, 
could  not  lix.ate  the  county  seat  in  his  owtJ  county.  Nathan  D.  Bowles  was 
a  stirring  fellow,  but  did  not  remain  many  years.    Valentine  yuuiueu'i  i»tay 
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was  of  short  duration.  Hans  Graves  i:»  still  living  on  his  claim,  but  sold  and 
gave  possession  March  i.  1914.   His  life  on  the  farm  was  a  success. 

Section  .28.  Fritr  Ohm  made  a  short  stay  here  and  moved  to  Monroe 
county  in  an  early  dav.  Jerry  Graves  still  lives  on  his  claim.  Ik"  moved  to 
Sanborn  and.  after  trvini;  town  life  one  or  two  years,  yielded  ti*  the  call  of 
the  soil  and  returned  to  the  lartn.  lie  thinks  a  man  can  enjoy  his  old  age  on 
the  farm  where 'he  spent  all  his  working  days  as  well  and  much  happier  than 
in  town.  Cyrm  J.  Dewey  was  a  transient.  Frank  Graves  died  on  his 
claim  about  Bfteen  years  ago.  Frank  Graves  ha>  retired  and  lives  in  Ocheye- 
dan.     IVter  (  ira\es  conducts  a  restaurant  in  (^clu  yedan. 

Seeii-  n  _'i>.  ]i.  IJeiitz  is  a  successful  farmer.  Mr.  Bentz  secured  part 
ot  the  town  site  oi"  the  new  town  of  .Mclvin. 

Section  30.  Fritz  Rhode  died  several  years  ago.  August  Genz  is  hardly 
remembered.  Martin  S.  Stanford  and  Sylvester  Larabee  were  not  stayers. 
W.  A.  W  aldo,  who  entered  a  claim  on  this  section,  remained  here  several 
years  and  then  sold  out.  lie  conducted  a  livery  stable  for  a  time  in  Sioux 
("it\.  bin  e\ eiui'..'il!y  lauded  in  California  w  bere  he  was  living  at  last  report. 
Jlc  was  a  well  educalctl  gentieuian  and  taught  school  several  terms  while 
here  to  bridge  over  the  hard  times. 

Section  31.  A.  Saeinga  came  here  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a 
forty-acre  farm  in  Illinois,  settled  on  section  31  and  now  has  four  himdred 
autl  eightv  acres  in  this  township,  as  well  as  property  in  Melvin.  ().  M. 
Dei'ries  has  made  a  comfortable  com|Klence  here  and  now  lives  in  Melvin. 

Section  3.V  John  Isly  has  made  enough  to  retire  and  now  lives  in 
Hartley. 

Section  34.  Henry  SchmoU  is  an  imelligent  and  industrious  farmer 
who  is  one  of  the  county  supervisors.  He  wa*;  supervisor  during  the  time 
the  new  court  house  \va<  under  construction  and  has  proved  he  is  a  pains- 
taking and  ciVicient  otiicer. 

EAST  HOLMAN  TOWNSHIP. 

Section  i.  .\niong  those  who  came  after  the  j^rassbopiK-r  period  we 
find  M.  A.  Cook  on  .section  1.  .Mr.  Cook  came  from  the  MUith  and  lives  liere 
becatise  he  cannot  stand  the  southern  climate.  He  has  a  novel  house,  built 
of  concrete  in  bungalow  style,  and  the  most  novel  feature  of  it  is  the  fact  he 
did  the  work  with  his  own  hands.  I  le  is  now  erecting  a  concrete  bam.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  iti  the  coinUy  to  have  a  silo. 

Section  2.    Thomas  Pell  was  a  .Methodist  minister  01  considerable  talent. 
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short  on  education  and  expression,  but  long  on  ideas.  He  was  a  giKxl  nian, 
big,  angular  and  strong.  He  preached  some  for  the  Methodise  in  Ocheye- 
dan  in  the  early  day  and  later  for  the  Congregationalists  in  Sibley.    W  hile 

he  preached  in  Sibley,  he  resided  there  also.  His  features  were  riifjped  and 
ex])tes'<i\ e.  Itiu  >.iiine\vhat  irreKiilar.  His  iiioiitli  twisted  to  iMie  side  and  .ijave 
him  tile  api>earance  of  whispering  something  to  the  right  ear  which  he  did 
not  want  his  left  ear  to  overhear.  He  died  many  years  ago  dearly  beloved 
and  highly  respected.  Ed.  E.  Tipple  was  also  a  dainumt  on  this  section. 
After  |)r<)\ing  up^  Mr.  Tipple  moved  to  SiUey,  where  he  now  resides.  His 
wife  ilied  a  few  years  af^o.  lUre  also  was  John  Cashen.  a  tyi)ioal  Irishman. 
He  later  mmcd  to  Sildev.  and  tor  many  years  \\a>  an  all  roiiiul  man  for 
Dr.  Xcili  and  at  tlie  same  Ume  acted  as  city  marshal,  lie  was  proud  ul  his 
position  and  maintained  the  dignity  of  his  office  in  martial  style.  He  dief] 
many  years  aga  After  his  funeral  some  one  handed  W.  J.  Miller  fifty 
cents  saying  it  was  from  John  Cashen.  Miller  was  not  aware  that  Cashen 
owed  him  anythinj;.  When  on  his  death  hcd  he  directed  jiaymenf  of  a  few 
debts  that  were  fors^otteti  by  the  other  parties.  C.  K.  Kreii^^cr  \\a>  a  thrifty 
Cierman  on  this  section,  who  later  moved  to  southern  California.  His  son. 
Fred,  now  lives  on  the  old  place.  O.  J.  Hungerford  was  a  single  man  and 
died  about  1887  in  the  Osceola  House  in  Sibley. 

Section  4.  E.  .\.  White  was  well  known  in  and  alxnit  Sibley  but  kft 
the  COimty  in  an  early  day.  S.  A.  Wrijjht  later  movrd  inti»  Sibley  as  county 
treasurer.  l-"or  some  years  he  was  Ixxikkeeper  in  the  l-irst  National  Bank. 
He  was  quite  a  ca|)able  man.  Later  he  move<l  south.  John  F.  Glover  was 
the  second  clerk  of  courts.  He  served  one  term  as  representative  and  has 
lived  in  Sibley  ever  since.  He  was  at  one  titne  ethtor  of  the  Sibley  Gasette. 
He  is  a  lawyer,  pension  agent  and  Congref^ationa.l  minister.  M  present  he 
has  no  cburcb.  but  acts  as  a  supply  minister  quite  often. 

Section  5.  .\.  e  iiadwick  is  a  model  farmer  and  a  thorough  dairyman. 
F.  V.  W  hite,  a  brother  of  E.  .\.  White,  also  left  early. 

Section  6.  Natl»n  H.  Re>-nolds  was  the  father  of  J.  S.  Reynolds,  who 
was  county  auditor  seventeen  years;  father  of  C.  P.  Reynolds,  the  owner  of 
a  line  eij^hty-acre  farm  bordering  on  Sibley:  also  father  of  I'Mward  Kcynohls, 
of  Sibley.  Sarah  1\.  RnsenUri^er  was  als<^  on  section  f>.  but  little  is  remem- 
bered of  her.  Joseph  liuchanan  left  tlie  county  .soon  after  securmg  title. 
John  Webb,  the  first  Methodist  preacher  in  Sibley  and  ant  of  the  first  to  con- 
duct religious  services  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  had  a  claim  on  this 
section.  The  other  minister  in  the  eastern  ])art  of  the  county  was  Elder 
Dean,  who  was  the  first  Congregational  preacher  in  Sibley.    More  about  both 
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of  these  good  own  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  churches.  Rev.  Webb 
died  in  southern  California  and  Elder  Dean  is  still  preaclnng. 

Section  7.  M.  P.  Feldcantp  and  N.  P.  Fddcamp  are  prosperous  farm- 
ers and  l>oth  have  fitie  iniprov  eiiieiits. 

Section  S.  Ih-rv  was  M.  J.  ( ■ani])bcll.  tor  many  years  county  surveyor. 
A  few  years  ago  he  moved  to  the  slate  of  W'asliinglun  where  he  soon  died. 
Here  also  was  Samuel  Herbert,  who  moved  to  southwestern  Missouri  where 
he  died.  W.  W.  Webb,  son  of  John  Webb,  had  a  chim  here.  He  soon 
moved  to  Sibley  where  he  lived  many  years.  Later  his  mind  became  affected 
and  he  was  taken  to  the  asylum  for  tlic  itisaiie  wIutc-  Ik-  committed  suicide. 
Cyrus  M.  Brooks,  son-in-law  of  jolm  Welil).  \\a^  lirrf.  lie  the  rir>t 
clerk  of  courts  of  Osceola.  He  died  in  middle  age.  IJ.  L.  .\lcCau>iand  was 
county  recorder  several  terms  and  lived  many  years  in  Sibley.  He  finally 
moved  to  Rock  Rapids  where  he  lived  a  short  time  and  then  moved  to  south- 
em  California,  where  he  now  resides.  1  Ic  came  here  a  confirmed  consump- 
tive and  nearly  helpless.  He  rej^ained  h\~.  health  here  and  now  weighs  over 
two  hundred  iK,unds.  J.  R.  W  olff  ha'-  a  model  farm  i>n  this  section  and  has 
recently  completed  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  county.  His  farm  is 
the  old  claim  of  Samuel  Herbert.  E.  Ebert  is  an  intelligent  farmer  and  one 
of  the  leaders  in  this  township.  He  also  has  a  beautiful  farm  home  and  good 
farm.  C.  D.  Garherson.  on  section  4  and  8.  has  recently  moved  to  Sibley 
and  is  at  present  one  of  Sibley's  stock  buyers. 

Scctitm  10.  Harvey  Walters  lived  many  years  in  Sibley  where  be  dietl. 
Enoch  Jenkins  left  early.  He  will  be  remembered  as  "Post  Hole  "  Jenkins. 
James  Bowles  did  not  remain  long.  Edward  Laherty  was  section  boss  on 
the  railroad  and  was  accidentally  killed. 

Section  1-"  F  S  I'airln^her  did  not  remain  ItMig.  C.  H.  Bull  later 
bought  more  laud  and  became  a  pronn'nent  dairyman.  He  came  from  a 
dairy  country  in  the  state  of  Xew  York,  and  jnit  in  practice  here  with  marked 
success  what  he  learned  as  a  boy  in  Xew  York.  He  gained  a  competency 
and  moved  into  Sibley  as  a  retired  farmer.  Later  he  sold  his  mtere^ts  here 
and  moved  to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  to  l>e  near  his  daughter  and  only  child. 
He  is  still  living  and  enjoying  life.  John  Sdecht  was  here  but  a  short  time 
and  little  is  ktiown  of  him.  John  K.  Johnson,  a  Xorwe^^ian.  was  <|uite 
prosperous  anti  tlied  some  years  ago.  leaving  (juite  a  valuable  estate.  His 
original  homestead  is  still  in  the  family.  C.  J.  Moar  yet  resides  in  the  cotmty 
in  Ocheyedan  township. 

Section  14,  Fred  Kreuger  still  lives  in  the  county  on  bis  father's  old 
homestead.   J.  H.  Kiliiatrick  was  a  transient.   O.  C.  Staplin  sohl  his  farm 
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twelv«*  or  fiitecn  \tars  age  and  l)<)iiglit  in  Dickinson  county.  He  is  now 
retirc<i  and  rt-sidcs  in  Spirit  I.akr  Little  was  knou  ii  .>('  Jnhn  Sovc\ .  Wal- 
lace Kea  sold  bel\>re  land  valiio  advanct-d  wry  mncli,  and  being  a  \cteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  arranged  to  live  in  the  Old  Soldiers"  Home,  wliere  he  died 
some  ^'ears  ago. 

Adam  Ihils  came  about  twenty  years  ago  with  only  a  few  luuulred 
dollars  and  bnn^dit  two  hundred  and  tortv  acres  on  sniion  i6,  i;i  \'iola 
townsliip.  inider  contract.  lie  worked  hanl  and  saved,  until  he  had  iii-  farm 
nearly  (Xiid  fur  and  then  traded  it  fur  a  twu-hiuidred-acre  tann  on  M:ctiuu  14, 
in  East  Holtnan.  Losing  his  son.  on  whom  he  rdied  for  help,  he  sold  about 
two  years  ago  for  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre  and  retired  to  Allendorf 
where  he  purchased  a  commodious  home  and  is  now  living  at  his  ease  and 
enjoy  lug  litV 

Section  17.    W  .  I'!.  Dawson  has  a  farm  on  section  17. 

Section  18.  H.  K.  Rodgers,  the  Hrst  merchant  of  Sibley,  tiled  on  this 
section  and  made  it  his  home,  walking  back  and  forth  from  the  store  every 
day.  He  actually  lived  on  his  dahn  the  required  time.  He  still  owns  the 
land  hut  lives  in  California.  J.  B.  Miller  v.  ,1  transient  John  W.  Jenkins 
filtered  the  northwest  (|uarter.  now  wcupieil  by  Sibley,  the  gravel  pit  and 
."^ililey  (.  einent  Works.  C  .  W.  Jenkins  for  some  time  conducted  a  t^roccry 
an<l  restaurant  business  in  Sibley.  He  tinally  sold  and  moved  to  Kansas 
City,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  musical  instrument  business.  J.  M. 
Jenkins  was  Sibley's  first  doctor  and  served  one  term  as  county  superin- 
tendent of  sch(M)ls.  He  eventually  sold  out  here  and  died  in  the  western 
part  of  Plymouth  county  where  he  owned  a  lari^e  stock  farm.  F.  E.  Kenedy, 
now  living  un  section  18,  uriginally  lived  in  V  lola  township,  but  later  bought 
his  present  farm  from  P.  A.  Cajacob.  his  father-in-law.  He  has  made  quite 
a  fortune  and  now  lives  in  Sibley,  engaged  in  the  stock  buyit^  business. 
His  home  farm  was  the  homestead  of  Dr.  Jenkins. 

fieori^'e  and  I'Vank  Mackinson  came  quite  late  and  Ijoujjht  the  J.  R. 
Morris  farm  in  section  19.  They  are  iirospcroiis  fanners  an<l  take  a  great 
interest  in  stt«:k,  cs|>ecially  goinl  horses.  I  rauk  recently  moved  to  Sibley  on 
account  of  his  wife's  poor  health.  She  died  in  October.  1913.  George  also 
lost  his  wife  sotae  years  ago  and  is  now  living  on  the  farm  with  his  second 
wife. 

Section  20.  J.  O.  Milh  r's  pre-etnption  was  on  this  section.  His  home- 
stead was  on  section  2(S.  lie  still  lives  in  the  township  on  .section  23.  where 
he  owns  and  conducts  a  successful  dairy  business.  L.  F.  Diefendorf  was  a 
prominent  man  in  the  county  for  a  few  years,  but  sold  and  left  at  an  early 
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date.    Michael  Dailey  sold  as  soon  as  he  could  get  his  title  to  Dr.  Jenkins. 

His  home  was  in  I.cMars.   Harris  Diirkee  was  not  an  actual  settler. 

Si-clion  S.  M.  Cronin  h.nij^ht  all  of  section  21  from  the  Iowa  I^nd 
I  iini|ian\'.  He  came  tri'iii  I.t.M;',rs.  As  a  lionu'  place  he  hou.uhl  a  I'ractioual 
luitv  on  section  18,  near  Sihley,  and  built  a  hue  house  lor  a  home,  lie  <lie<l 
last  year. 

Section  32.  J.  S.  Reynolds  was  county  auditor  for  seventeen  years. 
He  died  smuk-  \  i-ars  ai;().  ('•.  \\.  Petisyl,  formerly  of  DeKalb  coiim\'.  Illinois, 
n()\v  owi;-  the  Kev  in  ihls  c|uarter.  He  is  a  successful  fanner.  1".  R.  C'oe 
locateil  on  tliis  section  but  coukl  not  stand  the  grasshoppers,  so  sold  anil 
left  early.  Henry  Klimppiti  only  remained  l«)ng  enough  to  prove  up,  sell 
and  get  away.  S.  H.  Westcott  was  well  known  in  the  county  until  the 
time  of  his  death  in  Sibley. 

Sectii^n  -'4.  John  McDonald,  nf  Sioux  City,  wasa  transient  here.  Hiram 
Austin  early  moved  to  Missouri,  where  he  died.  H.  (i.  Dooliltle  was  a 
pronnnent  ligure.  lie  was  a  memljer  and  foreman  of  the  first  grand  jury 
that  indiaed  the  grafters.  He  served  as  county  surveyor  several  terms, 
postmaster  in  Sibley  eight  years,  rural  mail  carrier  several  years  and  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  in  Sibley.  Robert  Magee  and  William  D.  Lamb  were 
both  transients. 

Section  26.  C.  R.  .Mandeville  .sold  his  land  early  and  moved  into  Sibley 
and  followed  the  carpenter  business.  He  is  one  of  three  living  members  of 
that  famous  first  grand,  jury  and  now  resides  in  Holton,  Kansas.  C.  B, 
Hobart,  a  fine  fellow,  was  a  transient  here.  W.  H.  Mandeville  held  his 
land  ([uite  a  while,  but  eventually  moved  to  Sibley  and  later  to  the  state  of 
W'ashiny^ton.  where  he  now  lives.  P.  L.  Thompson  lived  on  his  land  a  short 
time.    1  imoihy  Green  was  also  an  early  settler  on  this  section. 

Section  28.  William  R.  Wells,  a  Vermmiter,  pre-empted  the  north- 
east quarter  of  this  section  and  hung  on  all  through  the  grasshopper  times 
and  some  years  later.  He  was  a  single  man  and  not  well  adapte  !  1  .  the 
cold  wititers  here  He  finally  moved  to  southern  California,  where  lie  died. 
W.  J.  Miller  moved  to  Sibley  tluring  grasshop|)er  times,  was  principal  of  the 
Sibley  schools  four  years,  held  various  offices,  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness and  is  now  conducting  a  broker  business.  He  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  for  eighteen  years.  He  is  now  writing  this  history.  He  knew  them 
all.  I.  O.  Miller  is  still  liviiip  and  frirnn'ng  in  the  countv.  Mahlon  Harvey 
bouj^ht  the  southeast  <|uarler  and  later  the  southwest  (piarter  and  stuck 
to  the  lantl.  He  served  three  terms  as  representative.  His  land  matle  him 
well  ofF.   He  died  recently.   G.  H.  Perry  homesteaded  here,  but  sold  early 
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to  W.  J.  Miller.  Mr.  Perry  now  lives  in  Sioux  Falls.  South  Dakota,  and 
he  made  a  fortune  in  land  and  Sioux  Falls  property.  C.  W.  Sollett  came 
from  Chicago  and  located  on  the  old  Wells'  claim.  He  and  his  son  are 
fanning  and  raising  thormighhrcd  Hereford  cattle. 

Section  30.  lltTf  were  I(>st|tli  ("liamhers.  Simeon  Turnlnill  and  Garcd 
i^ost,  who  did  not  live  on  the  land  much  and  sold  early.  liiram  Burt  made 
his  home  on  his  claim  until  he  sdd  and  mo\'ed  to  Sibley.  Later  he  moved 
to  Qear  Lake  where  he  died.   John  Kahili  was  a  transient. 

Section  32.  H.  W.  Phillips  was  a  prominent  citi/tn  here  while  he 
remained.    He  was  quite  a  sheep  raiser.    T11  alxnit  lie  sold  to  S.  J. 

Cam|)t>ell  and  moved  to  New  Mexico  and  eni^aged  in  ranchint;.  Ik-  died 
many  years  ago.  H.  L.  Clappsaddle  was  a  Ijona  lide  settler  through  all  the 
hard  times,  but  finally  sold  out  and  moved  to  Mountain  Grove.  Missouri, 
on  the  Ozark  range,  where  he  now  lives  a  happy  and  easy  life.  William 
Horton  and  John  N.  Kettle  l)ecame  discouraged  with  grasslM^^r  times  and 
sold,  returning  to  llliuuis  at  an  early  day.  Xeithcr  improved  his  condition. 
C.  S.  Janes  came  (juite  late,  hut  has  pru.spered  on  section  32.  He  has  recently 
bought  a  home  in  Sibley  and  retired  from  farming,  leaving  the  farmjn 
charge  of  his  son. 

Section  _^4.  Orin  Levissee  was  the  nejghlx)rh«Hid  hlacksniit!i  luit  s,,ld 
early  and  m>w  lives  in  northern  \\'isc'>nsin.  James  T.  (Irccntk'Id  held  ti>  his 
home.stead  and  houghl  more  land  from  time  to  time  until  now  he  has 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  one  of  the  Ix'st  improved  farms  in  the 
county.  He  has  rented  his  farm  and  lives  in  Sibley  at  his  ease.  George  W. 
(ireeiifield  and  L.  D.  Bames  sold  their  claims  to  James  T.  Greenfield  and 
l>otii  dicrl  many  years  ago.  Peter  Philhen  was  a  prosperous  sheep  raiser  and 
farmer,  hut  Ucame  di>satisried  arid  sold  out,  moving  to  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington, where  he  <licd  many  years  ago. 

Section  36— George  Schroder  clung  to  his  land  and  prosi)ered.  He 
now  raits  his  farm  and  lives  in  Sibley  enjoying  a  retired  life.  Henry 
Schroder  held  his  land  until  the  time  of  his  death  a  few  \ears  .ago.  Of 
Infe  vears  he  rented  his  farm  and  made  his  home  in  Sihiey.  Iv.l>ert  Smith 
still  holds  his  claim  on  this  section  hut  is  living  <|uietly  in  Sil)U-\  lie  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  E.  H.  Benson  sold  and  left  early.  W  liiiam  Gee 
died  many  years  ago. 

1  i>  Jrnkins.  Mandevtlles.  Millers.  Greenfields,  Qappsaddles.  Hortons. 
Kittles  anil  Perrys  were  from  northern  Illinois  and  made  quite  an  Illinois 
colony. 
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FAXRVIBW  TOWNSHIP. 

Tliis  township  was  set  off  from  Horton  township  in  1874.  It  was  so 
named  on  account  of  the  fair  and  beautiful  view  it  presented  before  the 

white  man  defaced  the  unbroken  beauty  of  its  jT^ently  undulating  surface 
with  pliiw  aii<l  tuil  and  hmnesteaders'  shack.  In  1K70  it  was  a  rich  pas- 
toral Mcnc  oi'  uiil)knii-iicd  l)L'anty.  covered  with  sweet  prairie  grass,  thickly 
bctlcckcd  witli  the  wiUl  rose,  prairie  pink,  gorgeous  wild  lilies  and  yellow 
golden  rod.  It  appeared  as  if  nature  did  its  utmost  to  create  a  magnificent 
flower  garden.  Even  the  common  resin  weed  that  bordered  each  slough  or 
run,  made  as  fine  a  display  as  the  most  carefully  cultivated  hed  of  golden 
glow.  This  section  of  the  country  was  so  attractive  in  apiK-arancc  that  a 
few  sections  were  gobbled  up  by  speculators  before  the  homesteaders  ar- 
rived. 

The  names  of  the  actual  early  settlers  as  nearly  as  can  now  be  re- 
membered or  ascertained  are  as  follows:  On  section  8  were  Charles  A. 
FtKJt.  .\Ii'iiz<i  I^niith  at)d  S.  A.  Dove.  Mr.  Dnw  was  later  on  the  Ijoard  of 
county  su|)ervisi»rs  for  .several  terms  an<l  made  a  gtxid  otlicer.  He  now  lives 
in  Los  Angeles.  California.  On  section  10  were  John  Stewart.  Egl)ert  F. 
Wheeler  and  J.  S.  Davison.  Mr.  Davison  later  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
derk  of  courts,  in  which  capacity  he  served  several  terms  with  credit.  He 
is  now  i)ractising  law  in  Long  Pine.  Nebraska.  On  section  jo  located  H. 
D.  Persons  and  J.  W.  I'lint.  tlie  latter  S(X)n  moving  t<>  Sibley  where  he 
worked  at  the  mason's  trade  and  ilied  in  an  early  day.  J.  L.  Flint  and 
Scfitt  Case  were  transients  in  this  section.  On  section  22  were  two  promi- 
nent men.  Thomas  Jackson  later  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  southwestern 
Missouri  where  he  pii  >siHrf(I  and  died  a  few  years  ago.  Charles  Ambright 
soo'i  ni<>ve<l  to  Sihley  an<l  was  leader  n{  the  first  .Sibley  hand.  He  is  now 
living  at  Columinis  JunctitMi  and  is  re|K)rted  by  his  son-in-law.  |.  hVed  Mat- 
tert,  as  well  and  ba|>py.  Section  28  was  settled  by  J.  L.  I'taff.  who  is  now 
living  in  Nebraska.  He  visited  in  Sibley  last  year  and  seemed  hale  and 
hearty.  X.  R.  Cloud,  another  early  settler  of  section  28,  married  Clara 
W  yllys,  of  \\  ilson  township,  and  twenty-two  years  ago  sold  antl  moved  to 
the  state  of  Washington  where  he  now  lives.  He  and  his  wife  visited  in 
and  alxjut  Sibley  in  19 13.  lietijamin  F.  \\  ebster.  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  \\  ar, 
was  also  a  settler  on  section  :28  and  is  still  living  on  his  or^nal  claim.  He 
is  the  only  homesteader  in  this  township  who  bears  this  distinction.  Al- 
though .seventy-six  year-  age.  lie  is  hale  and  hearty  and  enjoying  life. 
He  is  loved  and  respected  by  his  neighbors  and  by  all  who  know  bini.  Sec- 
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tion  30  was  taken  by  Thomas  Lig^tfoot,  who  proved  to  be  a  transient 
Geof^  Hamilton  also  located  on  this  section  and  became  one  of  the  fore- 

III' i<t  .iikI  liv^t  known  farnuns  iti  ihe  county.  He  was  not  only  a  fjood 
tanner  luit  a  mtted  stock  raiser.  He  built  up  the  most  extensive  liercJs  of 
Polled  Angus  cattle  in  northwestern  Iowa.  He  died  in  191 1.  Another 
of  our  prominent  citizens,  William  Mowthorp,  settled,  lived  loi^  and  died 
on  section  30.  He  was  many  years  on  the  board  of  supervisors  and  was 
always  alert  for  the  Iwst  interest  of  the  cotmty.  He  was  frequently  men- 
ti<ined  as  a  candidate  for  slate  representative.  On  section  32  was  Henry 
Clat^lin,  who  only  remained  about  long  enough  to  prove  up  and  sell  out. 
Q.  E.  Cleveland  remained  through  all  the  hard  times  and  some  time  after, 
but  finally  sold  out  and  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  His  oldest  son  still  lives 
in  the  county  and  resides  in  Ocheyedan  where  he  has  been  serving  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years. 

X'ery  few  of  these  old  .setller>  are  now  alive.  They  were  a  tine  lot  of 
people  with  not  one  black  sheep  in  the  lot.  They  and  those  that  followed 
them  have  chained  Fairview  township  from  a  fair  open  prairie  to  a  wdl- 
cultivated  tract  with  good  graded  roads  and  substantial  iqiprovements. 

.\niong  the  farmers  who  came  later  are  Wilson  Forbes  and  Frank 
Palmer.  Thev  came  here  poir,  worked  for  others  an<l  later  worked  land 
on  shares.  Each  now  has  a  well-iniprove<l  tann  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  Cattie  and  hogs  are  their  specialty.  In  very  recent  years  Lb 
J.  Phillips  came  to  this  township  and  bought  the  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre.s  left  by  William  Mowthorp  when  he  died.  Mr.  Philips  is  a 
man  of  affairs  and  is  so  well  tlioui^iit  of  that  he  was  elected  recently  to  rep- 
resent his  part  of  the  county  on  tin-  hoard  of  supervisors.  C.  and  1'".  Snyder 
are  thrifty  men  who  own  a  tine  fami  on  .section  33. 

The  northeastern  portion  of  this  township  was  unsettled  for  a  number 
of  years.  It  was  held  by  speculators  and  the  railroad  company,  which,  while 
the  school  section,  number  16,  made  a  vast  meadow  on  w  hich  larpje  quantities 
of  hay  were  cut  annually,  and  shipi>ed  to  the  bijj^  markets.  All  that  |)art 
of  the  townslni)  was  known  then  as  the  hay  ranch.  A  little  later  it  was 
used  as  a  herding  ground  on  which  large  herds  of  cattle  were  pastured  each 
summer.   It  is  now.  however,  all  cut  up  into  well-cultivated  farms. 

The  first  officers,  as  near  as  can  be  learned,  were  as  follows:  Trustees  ■ 
liionias  I.iohtf.iot.  J  \\',  Ihnt  and  J.  F.  P^iifi' :  clerk— W.  S.  Blake;  justice 
of  the  peace — -(ieorj^e  li.imillon  and  J.  S.  Davison:  constable— F.  M.  Cleve- 
land; assessor — C.  A.  I'ooi.  The  present  township  o<Hcers  are  as  follows: 
A.  T.  Winterfield.  R.  M.  Riggs  and  Herman  Umland,  trustees:  G.  G.  Brod- 
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ri<k,  clt-rk:  A.  W.  Biirlcy,  constahlc;  R.  J.  RoIh  h  m  i  jiistni  of  the  peace; 

William  Dictz.  assessor.  The  tMwtislii])  has  five  ]»uhht  -kli'M'K.  The  ])reseiit 
btJanl  ()t  sehool  (Jirectcirs  are  I-.  J.  Ha};eity.  Charles  <iil>siiii.  |-,il  hiillcr,  G. 
G.  Broilrick  and  L.  J.  Philips,  with  K.  J.  Koljcrlsun  as  clerk  of  the  ImxihI. 

GILUAM  TOWNSHIP. 

Section  2.  Here  was  David  L.  Kerr,  who  MiUl  out  soon  alter  proving 
up.  Charles  Wilson  was  an  old  man  and  not  very  strong  but  held  on  as 
long  as  he  was  able  to  work  and  had  to  sell  because  he  was  not  able  to 
conduct  a  farm.  Thomas  Thompson  remained  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  but 
finallv  Ijecame  discontented  and  sold.  niovinL;  f.utlier  west.  Samuel  Haney 
was  a  Sevcnth-I3ay  Adventist  preacher  and  as  hoiust  a  man  as  could  be  found. 
He  was  a  big,  strong,  hard  working  man  with  quite  a  family  to  sup|)ort. 
and  durii^  die  hard  times  he  had  to  borrow  a  tittle  money  at  usurious  rates 
of  interest  His  experience  was  the  same  as  hundreds  of  others  at  tliat  time. 
He  hafi  to  have  a  little  money  or  himself,  wife  and  little  ones  would  starve. 
He  was  tfX)  honest  to  steal.  Moreover,  there  was  no  one  to  steal  from,  lie 
could  n<it  rob.  as  all  were  in  the  same  boat.  So  he  went  to  the  only  <|oor 
open  to  him  and  others,  the  usurer's  office.  In  a  few  years  the  little  that  he 
borrowed  was  compounded  so  often  and  at  such  a  high  rate  of  interest  that 
he  owed  eight  or  ten  hundred  dollars.  Perhaps  the  usurer  did  not  change 
too  much  for  the  chances  he  took.  Loaning  money  to  homesteaders  at  that 
time  was  a  risky  gamble.  Haney  finally  reached  another  doi>r  with  hnmlreils 
of  others,  where  the  only  escape  was  to  plead  usury.  All  the  creditors  ha«l 
to  do  was  to  prove  usury  t*  *  get  relief.  Mr.  Haney  did  not  go  to  the  limit, 
but  went  far  enough  to  force  a  reasonable  settlement.  He  sold  out  here 
and  after  a  forced  ccnnpromise  went  to  Minnesota  and  bought  chea|)er  land. 
The  ttini  to  lK*tter  times  came  and  he  got  along  very  well  tnitil  the  lime  of 
his  death  which  occurred  many  years  ago.  Rev.  Ilaney's  e,\|Krience  is  toM 
as  illustrative  of  the  way  many  others  had  to  do  to  get  along  during  those 
trying  times. 

Section  4.  Edward  Everett  lived  on  one  of  the  main  roads  on  the 
bank  of  Otter  creek  about  half  way  between  Sibley  and  Ashtoti.  He  !ia<l 
the  misfortune  to  get  his  fi>ot  cut  in  a  mower  and  bis  son,  then  a  little  lad. 
had  his  foot  cut  in  much  the  same  way,  so  l>oili  of  them  are  going  through 
the  world  with  crippled  feet.  Mr.  Everett  sold  his  homestead  early  and 
bought  cheaper  land  over  near  the  Ocheyedan  mound.  When  land  advanced 
a  little  over  there  he  sold  again  and,  moving  to  Nebraska,  located  near  IJn< 
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coin,  where  he  now  resides.  John  Strict  still  owns  his  claim  and  oilier 
land,  but  has  rented  and  resides  in  Ashtoo.  Streit  lield  his  land  until  it 
became  of  some  value,  then  sold  and  moved  to  Ashton  where  he  died  about 

twenty-five  years  rif^o.  I'.  H.  Townscnd  lived  on  his  claim  seviral  years 
and  then  niovi-d  to  Sililey  and  eni^ajjcd  in  the  ajc^ricultnral  inii)lenicnt  busi- 
ness for  a  tew  years.  I'inally  he  .sold  out  ami  moved  west.  Joseph  F. 
i-'airfa.\  was  a  transient  and  sold  as  soon  as  he  secured  title.  Jacob  Johannes 
still  owns  his  claim,  but  bought  and  lives  on  the  Abraham  Miller  eighty  ad- 
joining Ashton.  Nicholas  Boor  was  a  leader  iiniouL^  the  Germans.  He 
moved  to  .Ashton  at  an  early  «late  and  en^apcd  in  tlie  IiiiiiiK-r.  coal  and  grain 
business  and  did  much  to  Iniitd  up  the  Ashton  market  He  died  quite 
wealthy  alxmt  twenty  years  ago. 

Section  6.  Mathew  Spartz,  who  was  one  of  the  settlers  on  this  sec- 
tion, is  now  a  retired  farmer  and  lives  in  Ashton.  Frank  Poschack  sold 
after  land  hecame  valuable  and  moved  to  southern  Minnesota.  Charles 
TTaggerty  sold  and  left  in  an  early  day.  Michael  Langan  and  Thomas  Ilag- 
gerty  s<»kl  and  left  in  the  early  seventies.  Hyron  K.  Petit^gale  is  still  on 
his  original  claim.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  was  ever  a  Republican  county 
convention  in  Osceola  county  that  Petingalc  did  not  attend  as  a  delegate, 
but  he  never  aske«l  for  an  niTuc  for  himself. 

J^cctioii  S,  James  IC.  Towiiscnd  was  always  one  of  our  most  SUCCessftll 
farmers.  \\v  served  as  county  treasurer  three  terms  and  was  an  able  and 
|>ainstaking  <jt^icer.  After  his  third  lerni  of  service  as  trea.surer  he  returned 
to  his  farm  and  about  three  years  ago  retired  to  Ashton,  where  he  now 
resides  and  is  mayor  of  that  thriving  little  city.  One  of  his  sons  remains  on 
the  fanii.  Mr.  Townscnd  has  one  of  the  Ik-si  orcliards  in  the  county. 
Francis  K.  ("<iok  sold  early  and  moved  to  Bunt.  .Soiuh  Hakota.  ami  engaged 
in  the  sheep  business.  He  died  there  several  years  ago.  Jauu  s  \\  .  Carson 
was  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  was  well  lik^  by  his  neighljurs.  He  died 
on  his  claim  some  thirty  years  ago.  William  P.  Smith  sold  in  a  few  years 
and  moved  west  and  is  now  living  in  Oregon.  He  was  one  of  the  Quaker 
settlers. 

Section  lo.  Tlie  Des  M( tines  River  Valley  Railroad  Companv  secured 
one-half  of  this  section  as  indemnity  land  and  the  other  half  was  entered 
by  Alvin  H.  Brown  and  William  A.  Canfidd,  both  of  whom  sold  and  left 
in  1873. 

Section  12.    John  N'efF  was  quite  a  prominent  man  and  successful 
farmer  and  died  on  his  claim.    His  widow  lives  in  Asliton.    William  I 
Reeves  filed  on  aiul  entered  eighty  acres  on  this  section,  but  later  bought 
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more  land  acmss  tliv  rt»a<I  in  CiK-wcy  township  and  tlicre  bnilt  hi-^  iHrma- 
ncnt  residence.  He  was  a  sncce>sfnl  farmer  and  Iwrnglit  otlier  land  until 
lie  had  a  tine  improved  fann  of  one-half  seclion.  As  his  boys  became  men 
and  left  home,  and  as  land  became  valuable,  he  sold  and  bought  eighty  acres 
joining  the  corporate  limits  of  Sibley  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  one 
mile  south  of  Sil)ley.  He  built  a  fine  home  in  Sibley  joining  the  eighty 
and  last  vear  sold  this  home  an<l  the  eij^dity  fi>r  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 
He  and  his  wife  s(M.'nt  last  winter  in  California,  but  returned  in  the  spring 
and  are  now  about  completing  a  new  home  in  Sibley.  They  say  California 
is  fine  but  Iowa  still  looks  good  to  them.  By  industry  and  thrift  they  have 
acqiiire<l  a  competence.  They  gave  their  children  all  the  education  they 
would  take  along  lines  of  their  own  cluvDsing.  Mr.  Reeves  taught  school 
many  terms  and  licld  tiie  ofhce  of  cimnty  superintendent  of  sclii>i>ls  several 
tenns.  Since  moving  to  Sibley  he  has  servetl  with  credit  on  the  Ixjard  of 
supervisors  several  years.  Other  names  appearing  on  this  section  are  Henry 
Freeman,  Tliomas  J.  Cox,  Edward  Cole  and  Frederidc  M.  Croft,  none  of 
whom  remained  very  long,  although  all  were  well  known  at  the  time.  Cox 
is  rei>ortcd  as  dead. 

Section  14.  Henry  Xevvick  was  an  expert  accountant  and  was  township 
clerk  of  Gihnan  many  years.  He  died  on  his  claim  about  twenty  years  ago. 
Thomas  Shaw  was  the  first  merchant  to  do  business  in  Osceola  county.  Be- 
fore the  railroad  was  built  his  store  stood  on  the  bank  of  Otter  creek, 
near  the  sotithwest  corner  of  the  county.  L'ihmi  the  completion  of  the 
railroad,  he  nioveil  his  store  to  .\sh({)n.  lie  was  the  first  merchant  of  that 
town,  where  he  reniained  several  years  l)efore  he  sold  out  and  moved  away. 
Other  settlers  on  this  section,  Andrew  Mathews  and  Albert  Rounswell, 
were  well-known  transients.  William  Foster  was  a  prominent  man  in  public 
affairs,  being  county  supervisor  several  terms  and  nearly  always  holding 
some  township  office.  He  died  on  his  claim  when  only  a  little  past  middle 
age.    Peter  Scivert  was  an  iiulustrious  (Jerman  and  a  permanent  citizen. 

Section  18.  On  this  section  was  Martin  Rosenburgh,  who  died  in 
Ashton  many  years  ago.  William  Schultz  now  lives  in  Sheldon,  Iowa.  Dr. 
Gumey  located  on  this  section,  hut  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War. 
he  liad  to  live  on  his  claim  Imt  a  short  time  mitil  he  could  pri>vc  up.  He 
then  moved  to  Sihley  and  practiced  his  profession.  He  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  sujHirintendeni  of  schools  for  one  term.  Later  he  moved 
to  Shddon  and  continued  the  practice  of  medicine  several  years.  Later 
still  he  moved  to  Doon,  Iowa,  and  went  into  the  drug  business.  He  died 
m  Doon  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  of  apoplexy.  John  D.  Billii^  and  Seth 
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Wilson  were  also  on  sccfioii  i8.  hut  <li(l  not  stay  l'>niL;.  Eugene  IV  Hyile 
operated  with  Captain  liufY  in  linrating^  settlers.  After  tlie  governinenl  land 
was  ail  taken  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  the  far  west,  where  he  died. 

Section  20.  On  this  section  was  William  Dutton,  an  Englishman  and 
wonderfully  enthusiastic  about  this  country,  but  when  the  grasshoppers  came 
he  soon  I  n!  heart  and  moved  to  the  coast,  where  he  died.  He  could  not 
stand  real  hardships.  Joseph  W.  Reajjan  sold  Ids  land  too  sf)on  to  realize 
much  for  it  and  moved  to  Ashton,  where  he  served  as  justice  of  the  i»eace 
many  years.  He  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Civil  War.  Later  he  moved  to 
SiUey  and  at  a  Republican  convention  held  at  Ocheyedan  he  was  nominated 
for  the  ofTice  of  county  recorder  and  later  dected  and  held  the  office  three 
terms.  He  still  lives  in  Sihley.  hut  is  unahle  to  work.  I'.dward  Dutton  was 
a  l)rother  of  William  Dtitlon  and  had  abmit  the  same  experience,  (linider 
tvcrson  moved  to  Clark  county,  South  Dakota.  Eugene  V.  Cox  was  a 
transient  Daniel  M.  Baker  sold  about  1880,  boi^ht  near  LeMars,  later 
sold  again  and  located  on  Ferry  credc  about  twelve  miles  northeast  of 
Sionx  City,  where  he  still  resides. 

St  rti  on  22  was  secured  by  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad  Company 
as  indemnity  land. 

Section  24.  Hen  was  Steven  B.  Brackett.  who  was  not  a  stayer.  Mathew 
Westoott  went  off  lailroadii^  and  his  whereabouts  are  luiknown.  Alonzo 
L.  Stidmey  was  a  transient.  Lyman  H.  Hills  was  a  carpenter,  and  not  suc^ 
ceeding  as  a  farmer,  he  sold  his  claim,  moved  to  Sheldon  and  later  to  Sioux 
City,  where  he  now  resides.  Sylvester  Close  did  not  l)ecnnie  a  i>ennanent 
settler,  i  rauk  E.  Eanisworth  sold  early  and  moved  to  Oregon,  where  he 
died. 

Section  26.  James  A.  W.  Gibson  sold  about  twenty  years  ago  and  now 
lives  with  his  daughter  west  of  Little  Rock,  in  Lyon  county,  Iowa.  W  illiam 
Jepson  committed  suicide  hy  cutting;  his  throat  while  otJ  his  claim.  Rphriam 
Miller  was  a  prosperous  and  successi'ul  farmer,  but  Ixfcauie  disci inteuted  and 
sold  alj<jut  twenty  years  ago  and  moved  to  Kansas.  While  farming  in  this 
county  he  jrianted  a  few  acres  of  alfalfa  on  the  Otter  bottom  which  grew 
and  sdTorded  three  crops'  yearly  for  several  years.  Finally  there  \va<i  an  im> 
usually  wet  year,  when  it  died.  The  supixjsition  was  that  it  would  not 
stand  excessive  moisture.  William  II.  Gibson  sold  and  left  early.  Aschel 
Monk  sold  and  moved  to  Sheldon,  where  he  died. 

Section  28  was  secured  by  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad  Company. 

Section  30.  Here  was  Philander  Gillett,  who  sold  and  left  the  country 
soon  after  proving  up.   Ashael  Gardner  was  another  of  the  Quaker  settle- 
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xnent  who  left  early  and  died  in  Oregon.  William  Bamett  was  one  of  the 
principal  men  m  the  Quaker  settlement  and  died  of  cancer  many  years  aga 
Clement  C.  Osgood  was  a  successful  cattle  raiser  and  had  a  fine  chance  in 
the  open  countrj'  along  the  Otter  creek  and  was  prosi>ering  when  death 
claimed  him.  His  son,  Wilber  Osgood,  still  resides  on  the  old  claim  and 
now  has  a  well-improved  farm.  David  Merrill  was  not  a  real  settler,  but 
his  claim  was  secured  for  him.  James  M.  Merrill  died  in  Sheldon.  He 
was  manager  and  later  owner  of  a  big  farm  on  which  the  Sheldon  fair 
grounds  are  situated. 

Section  32.  The  Des  Moines  X'alley  Railroad  Company  sccund  tlie 
north  half  of  this  section.  The  south  half  was  taken  by  Eldred  Hull,  who 
was  a  captain  in  the  Union  Anny  durii^  the  Civil  War.  He  is  generally 
credited  with  being  the  first  settler  of  this  county.  He  always  took  great 
interest  in  public  affairs.  He  served  several  term^  as  county  recorder  and 
died  recently  in  the  far  west.  I'riah  Cook  sold  early  and  now  lives  in  the 
State  of  Washington.    He  was  another  of  the  Quakers. 

Section  34.  On  this  section  were  Steven  WilUams,  Henry  W.  Reeves, 
Henry  G.  Moore,  Charles  G.  Reeves  and  Joseph  Bunce,  none  of  whom  re- 
mained in  the  country  very  long.  Abe  Miller  was  a  sterling  fellow,  but  a 
threshins:  machine  looked  better  to  him  than  a  farm..  He  went  over  the 
same  mad  that  nearly  all  the  threshing  machine  men  went  during  those 
early,  precarious  days. 

GOEWXY  TOWNSHIP. 

Section  I.    Nels  Madison  is  an  enterprising  and  thrifty  farmer. 

Section  2.  On  this  section  settled  J.  F.  Jones,  or  "Fundy"  Jones,  as 
he  was  commonly  called.  He  proved  to  be  a  steady  and  thrifty  citizen,  who 
made  money  slowly  but  surelv .  Some  years  ago  he  moved  to  a  small  town 
near  Spokane.  Washington,  and  a  few  years  since  sold  his  fanu  for  a  gotnl 
price.  He  died  in  April.  1914.  Here  also  was  Joshua  Stevens.  He  died 
many  years  ago,  but  his  widow,  who  remarried,  still  lives  on  and  owns  the 
land.  Here  O.  B.  Harding  drove  a  stake  and  remained  many  years  as  one 
of  Goewe/s  foremost  farmers.  He  always  handled  stock,  and  with  the 
exception  of  a  grasshopper  years,  made  money  anri  bought  more  land.  Thus 
he  wa.xed  rich.  I'^inally  he  retired  to  Morning;>ide.  Iowa,  to  sjfiNc-  his  chil- 
dr.^n  the  advantages  of  a  college  education.  l-ieutenant-( ;< ivenior  Harding, 
who  was  bom  in  this  county,  is  one  of  his  chiklren.  A  few  vcars  ago  he 
(36) 
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returned  lo  Sil)ley.  cnjuyinj^  the  fniits  <>f  larly  iiulustry  and  enterprise, 
and  is  now  "iic  <>\  Sililcv's  most  piiMic  s|iiritcd  and  eiiteq>risinj;  citizens. 
Thunia>  L.  Jeiininj;>  settled  uu  this  .section.  Init  left  early.  liUlridge  IL.  Mor- 
rison entered  eight)  acres  on  this  section  and  later  moved  to  Sibley,  where 
he  died  a  few  years  ago. 

Section  4.  Henry  .\.  Francisco,  who  was  one  of  the  settlers  on  section 
4,  was  a  well-kiir>wn  cliaracter.  He  made  a  liviuij  tor  hitnself  and  family 
through  the  trying  years  following  the  lirst  settlement  ot  the  county  by 
bre<iking  prairie  tor  his  neiglibors,  who  were  aWe  to  pay  for  it,  and  by 
swapph^  horses  as  a  side  issue.  He  was  known  as  the  most  successful 
horse  trader  in  the  county.  Albert  Romey  gained  a  livelilio<Ml  hy  tnitiring 
industrv  and  economy.  He  was  alw.iys  one  of  the  intluential  citizens  of 
hi.s  to\\n>liii)  and.  until  hv  moved  t"o  Sihley.  was  continuously  ]ioidin<^  sonic 
town.shi))  otiice.  He  still  lives  in  Sibley,  conducting  a  successful  grocery 
business.  He  is  now  city  assessor,  He  served  several  years  as  postmaster 
of  Sibley.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  and  is  still  lively  and  industrious. 
Andrew  Meeser  and  Sattiuel  Hixon  were  not  well  known  beyond  their  own 
neighlxirliood  and  left  early. 

Section  6.  On  this  section  settled  John  H.  and  William  Hagle,  wli<ise 
Special  crops  have  been  g^ain  and  stock,  in  the  production  of  which  the  Dagle 
brothers  have  been  eminently  successful.  They  came  with  the  first  and 
have  demonstrated  in  a  marked  degree  how  men  can  become  wealthy  in 
this  county  l>y  clinijiog  to  the  land  and  fanning  exclusively.  They  held  no 
c^tYice.  receivc<l  no  aid,  di<I  n()t  speculate,  hut  <levoted  their  entire  time  to 
fanning  and  stock  raising,  i^ach  raised  large  families  ot  industrious  chil- 
dren and  were  as  hard  pressed  as  their  neighbors  the  first  few  years.  When 
times  improved  they  began  to  buy  more  land,  to  feed  more  stodc.  to  buy 
more  land,  and  now  their  combined  wealth  is  estimated  at  near  the  half 
million  d<il]ar  mark  and  still  increasing.  They. are  among  the  few  in  this 
county  who  still  reside  on  their  orit^;inal  claims.  They  are  veterans  of  the 
Civil  W  ar  antl  enjoying  reasonably  good  health.  Heniian  C.  Lyman  settled 
on  this  section,  but  not  having  been  in  the  army,  could  enter  only  eightir 
acres.  When  the  hard  times  passed  he  found  himself  with  an  increasing 
family  and  not  enough  land,  so  he  sold  and  bought  in  Baker  township,  on 
the  Little  Ochcycdan,  where  land,  on  account  of  it^  I  'lit;  distance  from 
market  and  some  hills  on  part  of  it.  was  very  clica]).  I  here  he  exercised 
his  energies  in  raising  stock  very  successfully.  He  has  been  one  of  Osceola's 
most  extensive  stodc  raisers  and  feeders.  He  usually  ships  his  own  stock. 
A  well-improved  section  farm  and  a  long  list  of  personal  property  now  ap- 
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pears  as  a  result  of  his  tireless  industry.  Last  year,  wishing  to  withdrAw 

from  active  hard  work,  he  erected  a  comfortable  home  on  a  part  of  his 
land  and  has  retired  on  his  own  farm  instead  of  moving  to  town,  as  is  the 
custom.  George  A.  Graves  came  and  went  with  many  ot  his  class  with- 
out impression.  Peter  Sherbondy  was  always  a  steady,  thrifty  fellow,  who 
did  not  try  to  make  much  show,  but  kept  steady  at  it  all  the  time,  always 
making  a  little  money,  and  is  now  wdl  fixed.  He  still  owns  his  farm  but 
is  now.  and  lias  been  for  several  years,  the  merchant  at  Qoverdale  and 
doing  a  good  sate  Imsiness. 

Section  8.  This  was  the  home  of  Henry  C.  Allen,  who  was  always 
active  in  township  and  county  affairs  and  held  several  township  offices.  He 
was  county  supervisor  many  years.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War 
and  a  prumiiu-nt  Grand  Army  man.  He  sold  his  land  and  moved  to 
western  Xehni-ka.  uliere  his  wife  died  some  years  ng-x  Being  left  alone 
and  having  xnne  property  near  Hot  Springs,  Ik-  arranged  with  the  insti- 
tution ot  the  Soldiers"  Home  ot  that  place  for  a  hnuie.  He  likes  the  climate, 
surroundings  and  water  of  that  place,  and  is  enjoying  his  declining  years 
in  comfort  and  contentment.  While  here  he  was  a  good  neighbor,  an  honest 
and  painstaking  official  and  public  spirited  oitizeii.  He  visite<l  Sibley  and 
his  oil]  friends  last  summer.  .\nna  Hansli])  and  James  Ilansli])  located 
land  here  merely  for  what  they  could  get  out  of  it  and  were  never  active 
in  atlfaii.s  in  any  way.  Christian  Thompson  and  Knute  Thompson  entered 
land  on  this  section,  made  some  improvements,  planted  groves  and  sold 
while  land  was  very  cheafi.  John  Gray  was  an  old  soldier,  entered  a  quarter 
section  here  and  lived  on  it  many  years.  As  the  infirmities  of  oM  age  came 
creeping  on  hini.  he  sold  his  land  and  moved  to  Ashton.  where  he  died  a 
few  years  ago. 

Section  lO.  William  Mitchell  settled  on  this  section  and  was  as  full  of 
pluck  as  a  nut  is  full  of  meat.  He  was  poor,  but  hardy  as  a  knot  and  blessed 
with  a  lai^  family.  His  only  team  was  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The  oxen  and  an 

old  wagon  were  about  his  ordy  asset  as  far  as  property  was  concerned; 
he  and  his  ox-teaui  worked  an  overland  freight  route  between  I'berokce  and 
Roger's  store  in  Sibley.  Through  fair  weather  and  foul,  he  went  over  the 
road,  walkii^  beside  his  team.  He  and  his  oxen  might  easily  have  perished 
had  they  been  caught  out  in  a  bad  blizzard.  Lake  a  fatalist,  he  kept  plodding 
along  and  j)roved  that  it  was  not  ordained  that  he  should  die  that  way.  How- 
ever. lie  sold  and  left  tlie  roiuity  before  land  was  worth  nnicli  and  thus  lost 
the  reward  that  was  in  store  lor  him  i'be  la.st  heard  from  him  he  was 
a  stone  mason  in  Mankato.  .Minnesota,  and  had  acquired  a  comfortable  home. 
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He  deserves  all  the  good  luck  that  is  likely  to  come  his  way.  G.  L.  VanEaton 
came  from  southwestern  Wisconsin  and  was  a  hustling  and  enterprising 

citizen  from  the  start.  When  the  C  hicago.  Cedar  Rapids  &  Xorthem 
Railroad  came  thnni^li  the  county  he  moved  to  Little  Rock,  in  Lyon  county, 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  grain  business.  He  bought  more  land  near 
that  place  and,  although  still  living  in  Little  Rock,  has  retired  from  business. 
He  recently  celebrated  his  seventieth  birthday  with  a  banquet.  He  is  an 
old  soldier  and  is  enjoying  goo(!  health.  George  E.  Perry  and  Clark-  A. 
Perry  filed  on  this  section  and  ]i\ed  on  it  many  years.  They  sold  and  moved 
to  Sibley  when  land  was  worth  about  one-half  its  present  price.  However, 
they  bought  more  land  and  received  the  benefit  of  the  advance.  They  were 
both  in  the  Gvil  War.  George  E.  Perry  later  moved  to  Sioux  Falls,  where 
he  died  recently.  Claric  is  still  living  in  Sibley  and  is  quite  deaf.  They 
were  quite  active  while  they  livetl  in  Goewey. 

Section  12.  !Here  was  A.  Waldo.  Oscar  Harnett.  Andrew  Meisser  and 
Isaac  N.  Porter.  A.  Waldo  had  a  son,  Byron  Waldo,  who  attracted  some 
attention.  He  was  a  good  neighbor  and  fine  fellow.  However,  he  tired  of 
farming  early  and  went  to  railroading  and  eventually  died  of  consumption 
while  yet  a  young  man. 

Section  13.  Jake  Brandt,  on  section  13,  has  made  a  successful  farmer. 
Section  14.  Leonard  Meisser  was  one  01  the  claimants  on  this  svction. 
John  I.  Perry  was  a  brother  of  G^org^  £.  and  Clark  A.  of  section  10.  He 
remained  on  his  claim  until  the  county  was  pretty  well  developed  and  then 
sold  and  moved  to  Sanborn,  where  he  died  many  years  ago.  His  widow  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  .Mva  Harding,  a  married  daugh- 
ter, in  Clark  county.  South  Dakota.  Elias  Johnson  and  George  R.  Garwin 
left  early.  'I'itus  K.  Perrj'  was  the  father  of  the  other  Perrys  mentioned, 
and  tjeing  an  old  man,  remained  quietly  at  home  and  made  a  good  fann  of 
his  claim.  He  died  on  his  claim  many  years  ago.  His  widow  survived 
him  several  years. 

Section  16.  This  scliool  section  was  sold  to  J.  T.  Barclay  in  the  early 
days  and  he  sold  it  fo  actual  settlers. 

Section  iH.  .Xndrew  Christionson.  IVances  .Mien.  August  Thompson, 
John  Henderson.  Chris  Anderson  and  Samuel  V.  Denton  were  all  well 
known  at  the  time  they  were  here,  but  none  of  them  took  any  active  part 
in  affairs,  and  all  sold  out  early  and  left  without  making  much  impressioa 

Section  19.  Charles  Bangert  bought  the  ea.st  half  of  section  19  in  the 
year  1KS5,  paying  therefor  the  mm  of  three  thousand  eiijht  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.    He  put  on  a  fine  set  of  improvements  and  could  sel-  now  for 
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mure  thuusands  than  he  paid  hundreds,  and  his  land  is  still  advancing  in 
prke.  After  serving  on  the  board  of  supervisors  several  terms,  he  dedlned 
to  be  a  candidate  again.  While  on  the  board  he  was  one  of  its  most  useful 
members.    He  recently  retired  and  moved  to  Ashton. 

Section  20.  Here  settled  William  R.  Foster.  He  came  from  Canada 
and  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  a  hard  working,  industrious  fellow  and 
good  neighbor.  The  afternoon  of  January  12,  1888.  was  fair  and  warm. 
The  teacher,  a  Miss  Reeves,  taught  tfie  school  in  that  district  and  boarded 
at  Foster's.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Foster  drove  over  to  the  school  house  after 
the  tcaclier  and  hi.s  children  and  then  thought  of  an  errand  to  attend  to  at 
Charley  Hott  man's  hou.se.  a  distance  of  perhaps  eighty  rtxls.  So  he  walked 
over  there  without  an  overcoat.  While  stopping  there  to  visit  a  few  minutes, 
they  heard  the  wind,  and  looking  out,  discovered  a  full  fledged  blicaard 
r^ng.  Hoffnum  insisted  on  his  taking  an  old  overcoat  to  throw  over  his 
head  to  protect  his  face  and  neck  from  the  driving  snow.  Foster  took  the 
coat  reluctantly.  sayin£^  he  could  go  that  short  distance  regardless  of  the 
storm.  He  started  out  hravely.  and  although  there  was  a  row  of  trees  and 
a  plain  track,  so  bewildering,  stiBing  and  benumbing  is  tiie  influence  of  a 
blizzard,  tint  althoqgh  he  afterwards  remcmbeKd  seeiiig  his  own  trees  and 
hearing  his  own  dog  bark,  he  passed  his  house  and  became  oompletdy  con- 
fused and  lost,  all  within  a  few  rods  of  his  home.  In  his  wanderings  he 
ran  or  stumbled  against  a  hay  stark  and  had  just  enough  life  and  strength 
left  to  dig  a  hole  in  the  leeward  side  of  the  stack.  He  burrowed  in  as  far 
as  he  could  and  remained  there  in  a  benumbed  condition  all  night  Foster 
was  a  strong  man,  and  by  the  einrcise  of  his  will  to  the  limit,  he  was  able 
to  crawl  out  in  the  morning  and  resume  wanderings  more  dead  than  alive. 
He  finally  ran  up  against  the  house  of  Alexander  Gilkerson,  on  section  aS, 
about  two  nnles  from  his  own  home,  where  he  received  care  and  attention. 
As  a  result  of  this  blizzard  he  lost  all  the  fingers  on  both  hands.  Notwith- 
standing this  handicap,  he  continued  on  the  farm,  and  yean  later  he  told 
the  writer  that  he  got  along  better  and  made  money  faster  after  the  loss  of 
his  fingers  than  he  did  before,  assigtiing  as  a  reason  that  not  being  able 
to  work  in  the  field,  he  had  plenty  of  time  to  look  after  all  the  little  things 
about  the  place.  He  died  some  years  at^o  nn  the  old  homestead,  and  his 
wife  and  daughter  still  live  there.  Edward  Keenan,  James  Keathman  and 
Geoige  Lees  also  entered  claims  on  this  sectkm,  but  were  not  stayers. 
Mathew  Attall  was  also  here  and  stayed  longer  and  was  better  known. 

Section  22.  Willard  Perry  was  not  strong  physically  and  consequently 
was  not  aUe  to  make  much  impression.  Deloss  M.  Quiggle  located  on  this 
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section,  and  kii  early.  l>cuiK-tt  i  ic-aiiiinan,  Steven  liig^in^  and  Deloss 
Cramer  sold  and  left  before  reaping  mudi  benefit 

Section  23.  C  M.  McDougali,  on  section  23,  is  one  of  Osceola  county's 
most  thrifty  farmers. 

Section  24.  1  );n  id  |.  Spencer  sold  early  and  the  last  known  of  hini 
he  was  janitor  of  a  Innlding  in  Sionx  City.  Lynion  Garman  did  not  remain 
lung.  Wallace  .\.  Si>encer  remained  several  years  on  his  claim  before  he 
sold  and  moved  to  Sibley.  Later  he  moved  to  Sioux  City,  where  he  died 
a  few  years  ago.  His  widow,  who  was  a  Perry,  still  lives  in  Sioux  City. 
Jacob  B.  Lent  was  sherilT  several  terms  and  county  treasurer  three  temis. 
He  saved  a  little  trom  his  salary  as  county  officer  and  bought  a  farm  in 
Rtiberts  county.  South  Dakota,  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  prosperous. 
James  Ford  married  a  daughter  of  H.  C.  Allen.  He  owns  and  lives  on  his 
homestead.  By  thrift  and  economy  he  has  won  a  competence.  Lewis  Fol- 
som  located  here  and  was  on  the  main  trail  between  Cheroke?  and  Sibley. 
Although  he  had  only  a  small  house  and  stable,  he  and  his  good  wife  never 
turned  awav  those  wlio  traveled  between  those  places  an<I  found  it  necessary 
to  stop  ntidway,  over  night,  or  for  a  meal.  Mrs.  Folsom  suli'ercd  all  the 
inconveniences  and  privations  of  those  times,  yet  her  kindly  and  helpful  hos- 
pitality will  always  be  remembered  by  those  who  traveled  that  trail  during 
that  period. 

Section  26.  Mere  was  found  .\lbert  H.  Lyman,  who  was  a  well-known 
character  in  his  way.  He  was  such  a  bi<^  talker  that  he  w;i>  nicknanie<l 
"Windy  Jake."  He  was  an  enthusiastic  defender  of  the  homesteaders  in 
their  rights.  If  any  one  attempted  to  contest  a  homesteader's  claim,  he  had 
"Windy  Jake"  to  consider'  and  it  would  be  a  pretty  brave  man  that  he  could 
not  bluflF  off.  He  died  on  his  claim  many  years  ai^o.  Adam  Batie  was  a 
sn'  rrvsfnl  cattle  man  IVnjaiuin  F.  Mimdorf  and  William  C.  Bell  did  not 
remain  long  after  ])roviiig  up. 

Section  _'8.  On  this  section  was  .Mexander  Gilkcrson,  who  was  a 
model  farmer,  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  splendid  neighbor.  He  stayed  on 
his  claim  until  recent  years  when,  being  afflicted  with  a  distressing  cancer, 
he  moved  to  Sibley  and  died  in  great  distress  His  wife  moved  to  Melvin. 
Here  was  .iK"  Henry  Hoffman,  a  well-known  <  haracter  all  t»vor  the  contuy. 
He  was  ;i  successful  f.iniier  and  a  good  neiglil>or.  Wherever  he  wetu  he 
was  heard  from.  In  recent  years  he  retire«l  and  moved  to  Sanlx)rn.  He 
died  on  the  road,  from  heart  failure,  while  hauling  a  load  of  grain  from 
the  farm.  On  this  section  were  located  Byron  F.  Hoskins,  Mary  £.  Han- 
soiihart  and  Frank  O.  Messenger,  all  of  whom  left  soon  after  pro\*ing  up. 
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Mr.  Messenger  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  sheriff  several  times,  and 
there  were  those  cntel  enough  to  say  that  that  was  the  main  reason  for  his 
early  going.  The  reason  he  gave  for  leaving  was  that  the  wind  blew  too 
much  to  suit  him. 

Section  30.  George  W.  Carter.  ( leorge  Harker,  (  icorge  \V.  Barrager 
and  E.  D.  Vanllum  settled  here.  Barrager  is  the  only  one  on  this  section 
who  remained  long  enough  to  be  called  a  permanent  settler.  He  improved 
his  farm  and  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  but  finally  sold  and  moved  to 
Sheldon,  where  he  died  1\l>riiary  7.  1914.  He  served  as  county  supervisor 
of  Osceola  county  with  credit  severrd  temis. 

Section  },J.  Here  settled  James  liollman,  a  native  of  England,  lixating 
in  Gocwty  township  in  1871.  Before  settling  in  this  county  Mr.  Holland 
had  a  varied  experience  in  this  country.  About  the  year  i860  he  walked 
to  Pike's  Peak  in  search  of  gold.  He  remained  out  there  about  three  years, 
the  most  of  the  time  prospecthig,  although  he  made  some  investments.  He 
at  one  time  i>wne<l  eig^hty  acres  where  t!ie  city  of  Denver  now  stands.  Finding 
that  all  was  not  gold  (hat  glitten-d  he  relurned  to  Wisconsin  in  time  to 
_  enlist  in  the  T\\eniy-seci*nd  Wisconsin  Regiment  and  .servetl  nearly  to  the 
dofie  of  the  war.  when  he  was  discharged  on  disability  arising  from  a  wound 
received  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek.  About  thirty  years  ago  he  sold 
his  fann  and  bought  fourteen  I  t-  in  Chase  addition  to  Sibley  with  a  resi- 
flence  on  two  nf  tlie  lots.  During  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  lie  s^ent 
many  contented  hours  in  his  big  garden.  Novemljer  8,  1873,  Sylvia  Holland 
was  born,*  said  to  be  the  first  wliitc  child  born  in  Goewey  township.  James 
Holland  was  married  to  Hulda  Atall  in  1863.  George  L.  Spaulding  also 
located  on  this  section.  He  was  one  of  the  first  survivors,  and  while  he 
was  led  to  l)elieve  the  actions  of  the  Iniard  were  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
county,  lie  iu-\er  received  any  l)enetit  fmni  the  |)roceedings  of  those  trouble- 
some days.  He  was  considered  an  honorable  and  useful  citizen  in  Goewey 
township  and  was  nearly  continuously  in  some  township  office,  either  on  the 
school  board  or  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  on  his  claim  many 
years  ago.  Sidney  C.  VanHom  and  David  F.  Curtis  left  the  county  in  in 
early  day. 

Section  34.  Williieliii  l-'lliiig  dieil  in  .^ihley  Hos]>ital  recently.  John  .^. 
Haas  an<l  William  C.  Coals  left  the  county  during  its  early  history.  J.  C 
Inman  and  Samuel  N.  Daggett  died  on  their  claims  some  years  ago. 

Section  36.  Henry  W.  Mumford.  Elisha  Daggett,  William  Daggett. 
Barnard  Ellis  and  Knoch  Ellis  were  all  good  worthy  citizem,  but  FJisha 
Daggett  and  Knoch  Ellis  were  the  only  ones  to  remain  permanently.  The 
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Others  drifted  away  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  Daggett  and  Mr.  Ellis,  who  re- 
ii)aiiu-(l.  (lierl  on  their  claims  not  many  years  ngo.  Some  of  their  descendants 
are  in  the  cuunty  yet.  Cyrus  M.  Morris  also  settled  on  this  section,  but  could 
not  stand  the  pressure  of  the  hard  times  and  went  back  to  the  state  of 
Maine. 

HARRISON  TOWNSHIP. 

This  is  indeed  a  l)eaiitiful  township  of  land,  not  only  fair  to  liehold  but 
po.ssessed  of  a  soil  of  inexhaustible  riciiness.  It  is  drained  by  the  Ocheyedan 
river  and  Hs  tr&Hitaries  and  its  gently  rolling  surface  makes  an  ideal  agricnt- 
tural  district  .The  railroad  company  secured  all  the  odd  numbered  sections, 
as  elsewhere,  but  owing  to  its  great  distance  from  any  railroad  the  home- 
steaders dill  not  find  it  so  early,  a  fact  which  ^ave  the  sjx'culators  time  to 
buy  it  all  up  at  j^overnnient  prices.  This  township  had  no  honiestea<lers  and, 
consequently,  was  settled  later  than  any  other  portion  of  tlie  county.  How- 
ever, most  of  the  settlers  that  came  here  had  a  little  money  and,  coming 
when  the  grasshopper  scourge  was  a  tiling  of  the  past,  made  good  im- 
provements and  prospered  from  the  very  start. 

The  Mennonites.  noted  principally  for  their  peculiar  religious  beliefs, 
settle<l  in  this  townsiiip  in  the  eighties.  They  were  an  industrious,  thrifty, 
and  economical  people  and  pr<)s[K'red  and  grew  rich  on  the  fertile  soil. 
Among  these  colonists,  principally  from  Ontario  and  Pennsylvania,  were 
Jesse  S.  Bautnan  (a  minister  of  that  faith),  Elias  Bauman,  Henry  Gregory, 
Jacob  S.  Bubacher.  F.lias  Gengcrich.  Davin  M.  Slaupper.  David  Weaver, 
Peter  Lehman.  F'.manuel  Bubacher.  Sidney  Gengerich.  and  a  few  others. 
They  believe  that  the  Xcw  Testament  is  the  only  rule  of  faith,  that  there  is 
no  original  sin,  that  infants  should  not  be  baptized  and  that  Christians 
ought  not  to  take  oaths,  hold  oflfice  or  render  military  service.  Menno 
Simons  was  the  founder  of  their  faith.  The  main  interest  of  the  sect  lies 
not  so  much  in  dogma  as  in  discipline.  They  are  not  allowed  to  marry  be- 
yond the  hrothcrluMKl.  They  abstain  from  all  worldly  vanities  and  refuse 
all  civic  duties.  They  refuse  to  take  an  oath  or  use  the  sword.  When  they 
are  used  as  witnesses  in  court  instead  of  administering  the  usual  oath  the 
following  formula  is  used  with  them:  ''You  solemnly  affirm  that  the  evi- 
dence you  shall  give  will  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  law  of  perjury  ?"  These  people 
are  distinguished  for  simplicity  and  indifference  to  the  s^rcater  world,  while 
at  the  same  time,  industry  and  concentration  have  made  them  generally  well- 
to-do.  Their  religion  has  varied  but  little  in  the  course  of  centuries.  The 
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following  incident  illustrates  the  strictness  of  their  discipline:  Jesse  S. 
Bauman,  a  leader  among  the  Harrison  township  Mennonites,  has  a  vety  large 

set  of  fami  buildings  and  he  installed  an  electric  plant  and  lighted  his 
buildings  with  electricity.  He  also  put  a  telephone  into  his  house.  For  this 
he  was  called  before  the  church  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  ex- 
commtmicated.  While  he  had  a  hard  fight  on  his  hands,  it  cannot  be  learned 
that  he  was  turned  out 

This  township  has  no  railroad,  but  about  twenty-five  years  ago  there 
was  a  town  |)latti'd  on  section  8  and  called  Lexington  and  a  postoffice  was 
established  by  the  name  of  May  City.  Ruius  II.  Townsend.  who  was  the 
first  merchant  in  Harris,  moved  his  stock  of  goods  to  this  new  town  of 
I«xington,  or  May  City,  as  it  is  oomnonly  called,  and  conducted  a  general 
store  and  acted  as  postmaster  for  twenty  years.  He  sold  out  last  year  and 
moved  to  northern  Wisconsin,  having  sometime  before  purchased  a  daity 
fami  there.  Mr.  Tnwnscnd  and  his  wife  were  in  quite  poor  health  about 
the  time  they  moved  to  May  City,  but  they  regained  their  health  completely 
in  Wisconsin.  They  auril>ute  this  remarkable  and  fortunate  change  to 
Quistian  Science. 

Amoqg  other  settlers  who  came  to  Harrison  township  in  th»  eighties 

were  Frederick  Mayor,  Theobold  Henning,  F.  Henry  Newkirk.  John  Settler. 
Hermon  Eden,  William  Eden.  George  A.  Sauer,  William  D.  Saner  and 
Henry  Small.  Mr.  Small  was  county  supervisor  several  years.  On  section 
20  are  David  Wilson  and  John  Byers,  both  thrifty  farmers.  Mr.  Byers  had 
a  peculiar  experience  with  his  buildings.  He  bought  what  was  called  the 
Jeffries  farm,  on  which  was  a  large  double  house  and  a  whole  village 
of  bams.  Lightning  first  struck  and  fired  one  of  tiw  bams  and  from  tins 
others  caught  fire.  .Ml  the  barns  and  the  granary  were  burned,  leaving  only 
the  house.  About  two  years  later  a  cyclone  dipped  down  and  blew  away 
bis  bouse  and  bams,  leaving  only  a  coracrib  standing.  Mr.  Byers  was  fortu- 
nate in  having  insurance  and  drew  from  the  insurance  companies  six  thou* 
sand  doHars  in  about  two  years.  It  is  needless  to  say  Mr.  Byers  favors 
adequate  insurance. 

UORTON  TOWNSHIP. 

Horton  township  is  much  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  county,  esnept 
that  the  Ocheyedan  river  crosses  it  from  north  to  south  near  the  west 

border.  .Mong  this  stream  there  are  a  few  low  hills  in  places.  However, 
the  liomt  sttarlers  found  good  selections  and  occupied  them  from  1871  to 
1873,  as  follows: 
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Section  8.  Lester  C  Washburn,  Sylas  Cook,  W.  H.  Gibbs,  James 
Griffith  and  S.  A.  Colbum.   None  of  these  settlers  remained  very  long  on 

their  claims.  Mr.  Griffin  moved  iiiti.  Sibkv  and  engaged  in  the  implement 
business,  later  sold  out  and  moved  to  Nebraska,  where  he  died  many  years 
ago.  S.  A.  Colburn  moved  to  Sibley  and  got  a  precarious  living  as  best 
he  could. 

Section  ta  A.  M.  Kimball*  T.  D.  Romans,  Edward  Bauerand  and 
F.  Chkonald  were  transients,  of  whom  little  was  ever  known. 

Section  12.  F.  McCbnnel,  P.  E.  Randall,  Eliaa  Tilton.  W  R.  Bowling 
and  W.  n.  Yates.  The  first  throe  of  these  were  transients.  l)iit  .Mr.  Bowling 
remained  in  the  county  until  the  lime  of  liis  death  a  few  years  ago.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor  and  a  public  spirited  citizen. 

Section  14.  William  H.  Bisbee,  J.  McDonald.  C.  M.  Richaids  and  T.  T. 
Bowling  were  all  transients,  except  Mr.  Richards,  who  moved  to  SiblQr  and 
established  a  dray  line.    He  is  now  dead. 

Section  18.  Martin  Day.  Anianda  M.  Haslip,  George  Machenson  and 
William  Filkc.  Mrs.  Haslip  was  the  widow  of  a  captain  in  tlie  Civil  War. 
She  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Douglass  of  Viola  township.  Later  she 
built  a  hc^  in  SiU^,  where  the  Sibley  hospital  now  stands.  She  died  many 
years  ago.  William  FiOce  still  lives  on  his  claim  and  »  rich. 

Section  20.  T.  O.  Wilbern.  Daniel  Stevens,  H.  B.  Gemens,  Mathias 
Stevens  and  Horace  J.  Dawlev.  Mr.  Willvcrn  was  one  of  the  early  mer- 
chants of  Sibley,  where  he  still  lives  a  retired  life  looking  after  his  property 
interests.  He  served  as  mayor  of  Sibley  several  terms  and  is  now  justice 
of  the  peace.  H.  B.  Qcmens  lived  on  his  claim  a  good  many  years  and 
finally  moved  to  SiUey  and  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  for  several 
years.  Later  he  moved  to  the  state  of  Washington,  where  he  still  follows 
the  same  business. 

Section  22.  William  J.  (Juinn,  \\ .  \\  .  Hcrrou  and  Joseph  H.  Kems. 
Mr.  Herron  remained  a  few  years  and  was  a  stirring  citizen.  The  others 
were  transients. 

Sectif^n  24.  Luther  Phillips  and  James  Dibbin  were  both  transients: 
Samuel  ("ollett  was  a  well-known  character;  Seymore  Coyer  still  liolds  his 
land,  but  is  living  in  Oiheyedan.  and  is  wealthy.  John  Kol)ertson  still  holds 
his  land,  hut  of  late  years  has  been  rcNiding  in  Ochcyedan.  lie  moved  to 
New  Mexico  in  1913. 

Section  26.  A.  C  Bumham,  F.  M.  Barnes,  W.  J.  Gibson  and  W.  H. 
Gibson  were  all  transients. 

Section  28.   Ira  Stevens,  J.  H.  Fenton,  and  J.  S.  Reynolds.  Mr. 
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Fenton  was  one  of  the  rtrst  supervisors,  but  did  not  receive  any  oi  the  bene- 
fits of  the  eariy  grafting.  Mr.  R^nolds'  homestead  was  in  East  Hohnan, 
where  more  will  be  recorded  concerning  htnL 

Section  3a  J.  C.  Willey,  Widiam  Reid  and  Adam  Kundret.  These 

men  moved  away  directly  after  proving:  up. 

Section  32.  Samuel  Brown  was  an  nld  soldier  and  lived  on  his  claim 
several  years  after  proving  up  and  tlien  moved  to  Sibley,  later  selling  his 
land.  His  wife  died  a  few  years  ago  and  he  is  now  living  with  his  son,  Dr. 
Fred  J.  Brown,  of  Sheldon,  Iowa.  D.  Redington  and  J.  B.  Hazlett,  both 
transients,  secured  the  rest  of  this  section. 

Section  34.  Captain  L.  G.  Ireland,  who  settled  on  this  section,  will  Ix- 
remembered  as  an  enthusiastic  man  on  the  subject  of  tree  planting.  He 
preached  that  it  was  every  man's  duty  to  plant  trees  and  he  practiced  what 
he  preached.  Not  only  did  he  plant  the  trees  but  he  undertook  to  have  in 
his  grove  every  variety  of  tree  that  would  grow  in  this  vicinity.  The  b^ 
grove  on  his  claim  is  a  1i\  inp:  monument  to  Ireland's  enthusiastn.  X.  W. 
Emery  was  of  a  more  ])rattical  mind,  and  while  he  planted  a  larpfc  jjrove. 
he  devoted  more  time  to  general  farming.  Jacob  Brooks  planted  a  large 
grove  also.  Mr.  Ireland  died  in  the  south,  Mr.  Emery  died  on  h»  farm,  and 
Mr.  Erodes  died  in  Sibley. 

Section  361.  '  A.  V.  Randall,  who  now  resides  in  Ocheyedan.  settled  on 
this  section  near  the  west  shfVre  of  Rush  lake.  T.  S.  Wallace  on  the  north 
shore  of  the  same  lake,  and  J  II.  Attall  on  the  south  shore. 

Of  these  early  settlers  few  remain.  Many  are  dead  and  others  drifted 
away  seeking  greener  pastures  where  grasshoppers  were  unknown.  Very 
few  held  onto  their  land  loi^  enough  to  gain  by  the  material  advance  in 
the  price  of  land.  William  Filke  is  the  only  one  in  this  township  to  hang 
on  and  he  still  lives  on  his  original  claim.  He  stuck  throus:li  all  the  hard 
times  and  raised  stock  and  gradually  bought  more  land  until  now  he  owns 
eight  hundred  acres  of  good  Osceola  county  soil  with  pleiUy  of  good  build- 
ii^s.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  fanners  in  the  county,  a  good  record 
for  a  man  with  only  one  hand. 

The  history  of  this  township  would  not  be  complete  if  the  influx  of 
immignmts  from  i!^^3  to  1S85  were  not  mentioned.  They  were  generally 
supi>o.sed  to  have  come  from  Indiana.  In  fact,  thev  canic  from  a  neighbor- 
hood on  the  border  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  .\mong  tliese  can  )k 
mentioned  W.  H.  Noehren,  who  bought  and  settled  on  section  22  and  for 
many  years  made  that  his  home.  He  was  for  some  time  an  efficient  member 
of  the  board  of  supervisors.  He  now  resides  in  Ocheyedan  and  is  recorded 
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among  the  business  men  of  that  town.  Fred  Gtade  settled  on  section  23  and 

always  wielded  a  strong  influence  in  township  affairs.  He  reared  a  large 
family  and  he  and  many  of  his  children  still  reside  in  this  county.  Dick 
W  assniaiin  Ixni^lit  the  I-.  (i.  Ireland  fann,  wliicli  is  one  of  the  best  and  nii>st 
attractive  placeN  in  tiie  county.  Mr.  Wassniann  added  to  the  already  great 
variety  of  trees  ]jlanted  by  Captain  Ireland  until  it  is  claimed  there  are  over 
one  hundred  varieties  of  forest  trees  in  the  beautiful  grove  that  delights  the 
eye  as  one  drives  past  it.  Mr.  Wassmann  served  tlim-  tt  rms  as  county  treas- 
urer atid  at  one  time  wielded  a  powerful  ]x)litical  influence  in  the  east  end 
of  the  county.  After  retirin<j;^  tnun  the  treasurer's  office  he  was  cotniected 
with  the  Ijank  of  Ocheyedan  until  his  death  a  few  years  ago.  There  is  hardly 
space  to  mention  at  length  all  these  strong  men  to  whom  Horton  township 
owes  much  of  her  present  prosperity.  Among  them  is  found  such  wdl 
known  names  as  .August  Palenski,  Chris  Bremmer,  August  Bremmer,  Charles 
Greip.  Mdward  HolTman.  Conrad  Hattendorf,  Henry  Bremmer.  Hennan 
Brenmicr.  .\ii!^u-I  Clans  and  .Xiijirnst  Consocr.  Other  names  rijUHarin^  are 
Engle.  Hn>niaika.  Lnig.  Oslerman,  Piscator,  Sixta,  Weston,  Zick  ami  Wick- 
land.  These,  with  others,  have  chaiigvd  this  township  from  a  sparsely  set- 
tled, and  in  places  poorly  farmed,  district  to  one  of  the  garden  spots  of  north- 
western Iowa. 

A  Gennan  (  lunch  is  found  in  Horton  township  on  section  _'7  which  is 
more  fully  mentioned  in  the  chapter  on  churches.  Horton  sui)i>orts  >i.x  pub- 
lic schools.  The  present  trustees  are  August  Clais,  Conrad  Brenuiier  and 
Adam  Engle,  with  George  T.  Ling  as  derk. 

OCHEVBDAV  TOWK8HIP. 

Ocheyedan  river,  originally  a  wandering  stream,  crosses  this  township 
from  north  to  south.  The  Ocheyedan  valley  is  quite  broad  and  contains  good 

land.  Some  of  the  bottoms  are  too  wet  for  cultivation  but  make  fine  pasture 
and  meadow.  Some  of  the  lK*st  meadows  in  the  county  are  in  the  Oyclie- 
yedan  valley.  .\  big  ditch  has  lx.'en  recently  made  by  a  dredge,  thereby 
straightening  the  stream  and  making  more  of  the  land  fit  for  cultivation. 
The  speculators  got  only  one  of  the  even  numbered  sections — section  26 — in 
this  township.  The  rest  of  the  government  land  was  taken  by  homesteaders. 

Section  2.  This  was  taken  by  Mark  M.  Smith,  .\shley  Smith,  T.  A. 
Taylor.  A.  B.  Elmore.  C.  R  I'oyd  and  D.  II.  l>(»yd.  Mr.  F.lmore  and  wife 
are  both  dead.  The  Boyds  arc  still  alive  and  reside  in  Ocheyedan  and  are 
among  our  most  respected  citizens.    The  Smiths  have  all  moved  away. 
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Section  3.  Among  those  who  came  later  and  established  homes  we  find 
C  C  Simmons  on  section  3,  who  has  a  fine  fami. 

Section  4.  On  this  secti<m  was  Rldt-r  Dt-an.  who  ht"!<l  tlie  first  church 
services  in  the  easte  rn  j)arl  of  the  county — first  in  his  own  homestead  shanty 
and  afterwards  on  the  claims  of  others  in  the  neigliLK.)rhood.  More  may  be 
found  about  Elder  Dean  in  the  SiUey  Congregational  church  items.  Here 
also  was  E.  N.  More,  who  remained  in  the  county  until  the  time  of  his  death 
a  few  years  ago.  W'alter  Woolridge  was  well  known  as  he  lived  on  the 
bank  of  the  creek  on  the  main  rwid  between  Sibley  and  Ocheycdan.  Jennie 
Kceler  was  a  school  teacher,  James  Dailey  moved  to  California  many  years 
ago.  .\rchil>ald  Dailey  was  also  here  a  short  time.  G.  Pearson  came  from 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  bought  and  settled  on  the  old  Dailey  claim  on  section 
4.  On  account  of  the  homesickness  of  his  wife  he  tried  his  best  to  sell 
out  a  few  years  after  he  came  but,  as  ludc  would  have  it,  he  could  not  sell 
at  that  time.  In  time  the  wife  became  reconciled  and  be  kept  the  land  and 
became  wealtliy.    He  died  in  April,  1914. 

Section  6.  Here  was  (ieorge  N.  Taylor,  who  lives  in  Ocheycdan  and  is 
past  ninety  years  of  age.  S.  S.  Parker  later  held  the'  office  of  county  re- 
corder several  years.  He  was  possessed  with  the  hallucination  that  he  could 
trace  a  criminal  in  his  mind  and  locate  him.  The  term  hallucinatioii  is  used 
for  the  reason  that  he  never  jjnt  any  results,  hut  died  still  firm  in  his  belief. 
He  was  an  old  soldier  and  did  some  secret  service  duty  in  the  army  and  al- 
ways had  an  idea  that  the  rebels  were  still  after  inm  to  get  revenge  for 
something  he  did  while  in  the  service  and  that  he  must  always  watch  out 
and  keep  in  hiding.  He  died  a  natural  death  a  few  years  ago  in  South  Da- 
kota. He  was  a  good  citizen,  a  splendid  neighbor  and  valuable  friend. 
Other  settlers  in  this  section  wore  l-Vcd  Kirby,  J.  C.  Moore  and  David  J. 
Jones.    Kirby  and  Jones  \n>lh  dietl  in  this  county. 

Section  8.  William  D.  Dunning  and  Hosetta  .Smith.  Later  Dunning 
and  Mrs.  Smith  married  and  both  died  many  years  ago.  Franklin  Fridc 
moved  to  California  and  is  now  dead  Elihu  Dubbs  and  John  Hanon  also 
bad  claims  on  this  section  but  were  not  permanent  residents. 

Section  10.  Here  ('line  Hull,  one  of  the  early  successful  bankers,  li]c<I 
on  anil  secured  a  quarter  section  under  the  timl)er-culture  act.  generally 
called  a  tree  daim.  Mrs.  Maria  P.  Pell,  wife  of  Rev.  John  Pell,  securetl  a 
qtiarter  section  for  the  minor  heirs,  William  H.  Kimberiy  and  Delia  A.  Kim- 
berly.  Will  Kimberiy  later  was  clerk  of  courts  several  terms,  studied  for 
the  ministry  and  is  now  engaged  in  missionaty  work  in  Nebraska.  Delia 
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A.  Kiiiiitcrly  was  for  many  years  a  popular  sotiiml  tt'aclier  in  this  county 
and  died  a  lew  years  agu.  Her  funeral  was  held  truui  the  AUendurf  church 
and  was  oiie  of  the  laigest  ever  h^d  in  the  county.  The  Dts  Monnes  Vallqr 
Railroad  Company  secured  the  south  half  of  this  section  as  indeninity  land. 

Section  12.  John  H.  Johnson  died  on  his  claim  several  years  ago. 
W  illiam  M.  Comhs.  a  transient,  also  had  a  claim  here.  .Alden  Carpenter  will 
Ix-  rcnK'tnlH.ri'(l  as  the  latlier  <il  Mrs.  A.  Roniey.  of  Sibley.  He  and  his  wife 
died  at  the  liome  of  Mr.  Koniey  several  years  ago.  James  M.  Sutton,  who 
was  quite  a  noted  cattle  man,  is  dead. 

Section  13.  T.  B.  Fletcher  is  a  man  of  affairs  and  a  prominent  citizen 
on  section  13. 

Section  14  On  tlii>  section  Irtcated  Georj.,'e  C.  I'arr,  L.  T.  Tatnm,  Carl 
Boer  and  Luke  llorrihan.  Horril)an  was  an  extensive  cattle  raiser  and  at 
one  time  had  the  whole  Ocheyedan  valley  for  a  hertUng  ground.  He  died  a 
few  years  ago  in  South  Dakota. 

The  claim  of  D.  D.  McCallum  was  on  this  section.  He  spent  his  odd 
moments  reading  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  practised  in  Sibley. 
Later  he  received  the  nomination  f'>r  district  judge  on  the  Republican  ticket 
and  was  elected.  He  died  from  cancer  of  the  face  and  neck.  His  son, 
A.  W.  McCallum,  served  several  terms  as  clerk  of  district  court  and  is  now 
doing  a  prosperous  abstract  business  in  SiUQr.  Mrs.  D.  D.  McCalltmi  lives 
in  Sibley  with  her  son. 

Section  18.  lidgar  Cole  was  a  transient.  Joseph  Kirby  died  in  Ochey- 
edan. Thomas  P.  Bailey  moved  from  this  section  to  Springfield,  Missouri, 
where  he  recently  died.    Eugene  Hayes  did  not  remain  long. 

Section  2a  Charies  A.  Stevens  was  a  permanent  settler.  Edward  Lord 
early  moved  to  Sibley  and  later  to  the  far  west  where  he  died.  Mary  Ann 
Naggs  was  the  widow  of  Fred  Naggs,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  February  bliz- 
zard of  1872. 

.Section  Amos  Hvichmaii  lived  in  a  dng-out  on  the  bank  of  the 

Ocheyedan  whicli  had  Ijclongcd  to  trappers  some  years  before.  Mr.  Buch- 
man  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  a  good  tailor  but  a  poor  farmer.  He  clui^  to  his 
claim  long  enough  to  get  a  patent  and  eventually  moved  to  Sibley  and 
worked  at  his  trade  until  near  the  time  of  his  death.  T.  L,  Hayes,  Ludwig 
Gnxlt  and  Helinuth  .StetTinhagen  were  other  settlers  in  this  section.  The 
two  latter  niove<l  to  Ocheyedan  where  SteBinliagen  died  and  Mr.  Graves  is 
lea<ling  a  quiet  and  retired  life. 

Section  24.  Of  Peter  Weinland,  Joseph  M.  Rice  and  Charles  Grodt 
not  much  is  known.  The  Tatums  all  moved  south  a  short  time  ago.  Joseph 
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p.  Tower,  or  "Old  man  Tower"  as  he  was  called,  had  such  an  extremely 
hard  exjK'rieiice  that  mention  of  u  >iioultl  he  made  so  people  living  here  now 
surrounded  by  comt'urt  uvailahle  in  this  latitude  may  know  how  [xiople  cluug 
to  the  land  in  that  early  day.  Mr.  Tower  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War 
but  was  not  receiving  any  pension  at  that  time.  He  had  a  wife,  but  vna  too 
poor  and  decrepit  and  broken  in  health  to  support  a  home.  He  was  also  af- 
flicted with  fever  sores  on  his  legs  that  kept  him  from  workitig  or  gettiiljg 
rovmd  very  much.  .Mrs.  Tower  lived  with  her  own  folks  in  Washburn 
county,  Wisconsin,  while  Mr.  Tower  drifted  into  this  county  to  tile  on  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  did  odd  chores  for  the  neighbors  for 
something  to  eat  and  when  the  weather  would  permit  slept  on  his  claim 
in  a  cave  with  a  few  hoards  over  it.  He  was  unable  to  do  any  hard  work  and 
althoni;h  all  his  neighl)ors  had  alwml  as  much  as  they  could  do  to  get  along 
yet  they  were  inclined  to  help  him  secure  title  to  his  land.  However  he  was 
possessed  with  the  idea  that  they  wanted  to  jump  his  claim  and  kept  htmaelf 
miserable  worrying  about  it  The  winter  before  he  could  prove  up  he  secured 
a  leave  of  a1»etice  from  his  claim  and  went  to  Milford  and  cared  for  a 
drove  of  swine  for  his  board  antl  in  the  meantime  made  enough  money  to 
pay  the  government  entry  fee.  He  spent  the  last  summer  on  and  around  his 
claim  and  in  the  early  fall  came  to  Sibley  to  make  tinal  priKjf  before  the 
clerk  of  the  district  court  Old,  decrepit,  ragged  and  gray,  the  derk  took 
his  evidence,  but  had  to  have  two  witnesses.  He  was  so  afraid  his  neigh- 
bors would  jinnp  his  claim  that  he  dared  not  ask  them.  The  clerk,  kn<  \'  i  i- 
them  all.  said  he  would  hnd  the  witnesses.  When  the  matter  of  the  land 
office  fee  was  reached  he  had  to  have  help  to  rij)  his  clothing  in  which  he 
had  sewed  his  money  for  fear  of  being  robbed.  In  getting  his  change,  all 
in  small  pieces,  a  few  old  dry  crusts  of  bread  that  he  had  to  live  on  during  the 
trip,  came  to  view.  When  his  clothing  was  thoroughly  searched  for  money 
and  counted  he  was  one  dollar  and  forty  cents  short  It  would  be  hard  to 
conceive  of  a  picture  of  more  desjxmdent  miserv-  than  was  depicted  on  that 
poor  old  man's  countenance  when  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  not  money 
enough.  However  the  derk  told  him  not  to  worry — that  he  would  make 
up  the  difference.  The  clerk  later  took  him  home  and  gave  him  sometfaii^ 
to  eat  and  supplied  him  with  a  package  of  grub  to  last  him  until  he  reached 
h(Hne.  The  next  day  it  was  verj'  little  trouble  to  hnd  the  two  witnesses  re- 
quired. In  fact,  it  was  discovered  that  all  of  his  neighlxjrs  would  have  made 
it  hot  for  any  one  who  wouUl  have  attempted  to  contest  his  claim.  The  proof 
was  forwarded  to  the  United  States  land  oflioe  at  Des  Moines  with  draft 
for  the  required  fee.   Thinking  the  land  officers  might  be  interested,  the  clerk 
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wrote  them  the  old  man's  condition  and  story.  In  due  time  the  final  receipt 
arrived  nnd  with  a  return  of  the  draft  with  these  words,  "Mr.  Griffiii  and 
myself- decline  to  receive  any  money  fiinii  this  claimant.  Please  return  the 
draft  to  Mr.  Tower  and  long  may  he  wave."  The  draft  and  final  receipt  was 
sent  to  him  and  he  was  never  seen  in  the  county  again.  This  proof  was 
made  in  October,  1875.  The  records  disdose  that  on  December  16,  1887,  a 
warranty  deed,  free  from  all  incumbrance,  was  filed  in  the  recorder's  office 
in  which  the  consideration  appears  as  forty-seven  dollars  and  life  siipjxirt. 
Mr.  Tower  was  probably  never  very  smart,  but  if  the  recording  angel's  rec- 
ords could  Ijc  scanned  his  name  would  no  doubt  appear  in  a  prominent  place 
among  the  heroes. 

Section  25.  J.  D.  Kelley  has  a  nice  half  section  farm  on  sections 
2$  and  26. 

Section  26.    This  section  was  taken  by  speculators. 

Section  28.  Wallace  A.  Chamberlain,  John  N.  Coleman,  Isaac  Middle- 
ton,  James  Middleton  and  A.  S.  Lewis  left  early.  Glaus  Yess,  a  hard  work- 
ing German,  settled  on  this  section.  He  bought  more  land  and  the  land  and 
crops  made  him  wealthy.  Mr.  Yess  now  lives  in  Odiqredan  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  hard  work  and  good  judgment. 

Section  30.  Here  was  William  H.  Hays.  D.  W.  Chaml>erlain.  and 
Edgar  Frary.  Mr.  Frary  died  a  few  years  ago.  Huston  .\.  Doolittle  served 
throng  the  Civil  War  and  now  liv»  in  SiUey. 

Section  32.  John  Rode  died  in  Melvin  a  few  years  ago.  W.  H.  Bark- 
lujfT  died  on  his  claim  several  years  ago.  W.  R.  Smith  is  in  the  country  yet. 
John  Brammer  is  dead.    Little  is  known  of  Luther  L.  Webb. 

Section  34.  Lewis  Thomas,  Delos  Lyrms  and  George  Williams  did 
nut  remain  long  enough  to  be  termed  permanent  residents.  John  Ilesljeck 
Still  owns  his  land  but  has  retired  and  now  resides  in  the  town  of  Ocheyedan. 
John  D.  Smith  is  in  the  far  west. 

VIOLA  TOWNSHIP. 

This  township  was  set  oS  from  Horton  in  the  seventies  and  the  home- 
steaders were  as  follows : 

Section  S.  ()l>ed  .\verill,  .Alonzo  .Averill,  Elmer  Muliiiex,  David  Aver- 
ill.  .\lonzo  .\verill  later  moved  to  Sibley  where  he  lived  many  years  and 
then  movetl  to  southern  California  where  he  died  a  few  years  ago.  His 
widow  now  lives  in  Los  Angeles.  California. 

Section  10.   Here  settled  William  Rubow,  who  about  thirty  years  ago 
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sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  southwestern  Iowa  where  he  now  resides. 
Charles  Bennett  remained  only  a  short  time.  E.  S.  Bennett  remained  on  his 
claim  many  years  and  fnially  retired  from  farmintj  and  nn)vi(l  v>  Sibley. 
Mr.  Bennett  is  one  of  many  others  who  have  always  Ijeen  satished  with 
northwcsiern  Iowa. 

Section  12.  On  this  section  was  Charles  C.  J.  Ball,  whose  stay  was 
short.  Emaline  Scribner  and  J.  F.  Scribner  were  also  transients.  Peter 
Shaw  later  retired  to  Sibley,  and  when  the  Burlington  Railroad  came  into 
the  county,  lie  went  to  the  new  t'>wn  uf  Melvin  and  estahUshed  tlie  tirst  pool 
hall  and  lunch  counter  in  iliat  town.  A  lew  years  ago  he  returned  lo  Sibley 
and  is  now  enjoying  a  retired  life  of  ease. 

Section  14.  Here  was  Charles  A.  Shaw,  who  remained  in  the  county 
until  the  time  of  his  death  many  years  ago.  J.  F.  Ramsen  left  early.  Charles 
C.  Ogan  lived  on  his  claim  a  few  years  and  then  moved  tu  Sibley  where  he 
remained  a  tew  years  and  tlien  moved  on.  It  !.■>  rejmrted  that  he  died  la.si 
year.  John  ii.  Douglass  was  closely  ideniihed  with  the  early  history  ot  this 
county.  He  was  sheriff  several  terms  and  won  the  reputation  of  guarding 
the  interests  of  the  homesteaders  against  agents  who  attempted  to  enforce 
cullcction  of  machine  debts,  a  fact  which  made  him  verj'  popular.  He  be- 
lonj^ed  to  no  political  party,  but  always  ran  for  oftioe  as  an  independent  can- 
didate, lie  called  liiniselt  a  -Mu.nNvunip.  He  earned  much  Tnoiicy  as  ^iK-ritT 
and  ni  wijrking  tor  the  Iowa  1-and  Company.  Besides  he  receiveil  a  pen.sion, 
but  he  spent  it  all  as  fast  as  earned.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault  and  would 
give  away  his  last  dollar  as  freely  as  though  he  was  a  nn'llionaire.  He  looked 
for  every  one  to  do  the  same  by  him  with  the  result  that  he  died  a  few  years 
ai^o  in  destitution.  It  was  Ins  ])hilos<ipliy  of  life  to  spend  his  monev  for  him- 
self and  family  as  he  went  along  and  who  will  say  he  was  wrong.  That  was 
his  choice. 

Section  18.  Here  again  appear  Alonzo  Averill,  Elmer  Mulinex,  Sidney 
Beckwith.  A.  B.  Graves  and  Abigail  Beeman.    During  the  grasshopper 

scourge  Sidney  Beckwith  drove  his  team  over  to  Pierre,  South  Dakota,  and 
hauled  freii^ht  ti»  the  Black  Hills  until  the  distre-s  liere  was  over.  He  then 
returned  to  his  daiju  and  settled  down  to  general  fanning  and  stock  raising. 
As  his  stodc  increased  he  bought  more  land  and  waxed  rich.  Recently  he  re- 
tired from  the  farm  and  moved  to  southern  California  where  he  is  enjoying 
life  to  the  fullest,  still  holding  his  land. 

.Sectimi  _>o.     Here  settled  I-.dward  Snntli.  I.  H.  Smith.  Sanmel  B.  Smith, 
John  Tann.  a  brother-in-law  of  the  Smiths,  and  Cornelius  Collison.   J.  H. 
U7) 
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Smith  is  dead,  Samuel  B.  Smith,  at  last  report,  was  living  in  Minnesota. 

F.dwan!  Smith  Iivf<I  <m  his  land  until  almtit  twenty  years  ago  when  he  moved 
to  Little  Ivock  and  en^ai^ed  in  tlie  hardware  hn<ine>;<  and  i>r<>s]>ered.  Ho 
hontrht  more  iuiul  and  still  holds  it.  but  is  now  leading  a  retired  life  in  Lit- 
tle Ruck. 

Section  22.  Here  settled  M.  D.  Hadsell,  John  Joseph,  J.  H.  Hart  and 
John  P.  Hawxhurst.   Of  this  number  only  Mr.  Hawxhurst  remained  to 

make  a  pt-nnanent  citizen  and  he  early  t<H.k  n])  his  residence  in  Sibley.  He 
married  .Miss  Thomas,  a  sister  of  Will  'Ihomas.  He  was  editor  of  the 
Sibley  Gaccttc  lor  many  years  and  later  clerk  of  the  district  court  several 
tenns.  He  was  prominent  in  the  Masonic  order  and  died  in  Sibley  a  few 
years  ago.   He  was  a  good  and  useful  citizen. 

Fred  Attig  and  L.  H.  Morse  each  own  a  half  section  on  22  and  were 
quite  early  settlers  and  first-i-lass  farmers  and  g<T<id  money  makers.  The>- 
still  live  on  their  fanm.  both  drive  automobiles  and  api^ear  prosperous  and 
happy. 

Section  24.  Here  was  Lyman  Clark,  George  W.  Ketcliam,  Merritt  R. 
Winchester,  Jeremiah  Burgh  and  N.  Irwin  Wetmore,  all  of  whom  remained 
long  enough  to  be  well  known,  but  sold  and  left  the  country  before  realizing 
much  iK'uelit  from  the  material  prosperity  of  the  country.  Mr.  Ketcham  will 
I>e  particularly  rcmeniK-red  for  his  |)eculiarities  and  eccentricities. 

Section  Jb.  E.  Headley  did  not  lx:come  a  permanent  citizen.  J.  S. 
Patterson  remained  on  his  origin^  claim  until  the  time  of  his  death  a  few 
years  ago  except  two  or  three  years  in  Sibley  just  before  his  death.  He  was 
an  old  soldier  and  a  highly  respected  citizen.  His  widow  survives  him. 
Jackson  Blair  wa<  a  stirrintj  an«I  inlluential  citixen  who  .,«ild  about  twentv 
years  ac:o  and  moved  to  Xel»raska.  He  visited  in  .^ibley  durinjj;  the  summer 
of  1913  and  is  looking  well  auil  prosixjrous.  Willis  H.  Gates  lived  on  his 
claim  until  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  recorder  and  then  moved  to 
Sibley  and  made  a  popular  and  efficient  officer  several  terms.  He  died  in  Sib- 
ley a  few  years  ago  highly  respected.  His  widow  survives  him  and  lives  in 
Sibley 

•Section  jS.  ( ieorjje  Carew  settled  on  this  section,  but  early  moved  to 
Sibley  and  iMjiight  the  Sibley  Gasclte  and  managed  it  many  years.  Johti  P. 
Hawxhurst  was  his  editor.    Mr.  Carew  died  in  Sibley  many  years  ago. 

David  B.  Wood  also  settled  here.  About  thirty  years  ago  he  sold  and  moved 

to  Spriny  tield.  Missriuri.  where  he  died  recently.   R.  J.  Willy  was  a  transient.  • 
Huj,di  jordoii  w;i^  an  attorney  in  the  early  history  of  .Sibley  and.  bein<j;  an 
oUI  soldier,  liled  on  a  (juarter  section  for  what  there  was  in  it.  a  cu.stoniary 
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procedure  during  those  early  times.  Mr.  Jordan  remained  in  Sibley  ancx 
practiced  law  until  the  time  of  his  death  many  years  ago.  His  widow  sur- 
vives in  Sibley.  Henry  Hall  came  so  early  he  should  be  mentioned  with  the 
earl>  settlers.    He  was  street  commissioner  in  Sibley  for  many  years. 

Section  2i).  J.  P.  W'albran  settled  on  section  29  and  engaged  exclu- 
sively in  general  fanning  and  iuis  prospered. 

Section  30.  This  section  was  settled  by  Henr>'  Greshani,  A.  G.  Van- 
blersaim,  Charles  Nulton  and  Theodore  J.  Stage.  Mr.  Stage  proved  to  be 
tlieonly  stayer  on  this  section.  The  rest  were  well  known  l»tl  could  not  stand 
the  pressure  of  tiic  iianl  times  .hk!  for  a  trifle  and  left.  Mr.  Sta^e  is 
now  leadinj;  a  retired  life  in  Siljkv  and  i-,  a  useful  and  resi>ected  citizen. 
Frank  Chase  should  also  be  recorded  among  the  early  settlers  of  tins  sec- 
tion. He  commenced  worlctng  for  Mr.  Walbran  when  a  mere  boy  and  he 
proved  to  be  a  faithftU  farm  hand.  He  married  the  daughter. of  Mr.  Wal- 
bran and  set  out  farming  for  himself  on  section  30  and  now  is  one  of  the 
prosiKTou'^  fanners  and  land  owners  of  Viola  townslii]). 

Section  32.  George  S.  Downenil  was  a  prominent  man  in  public  af- 
fairs and  an  able  county  supervisor  several  terms.  Sontc  twenty-live  years 
ago  he  sold  and  moved  to  southwestern  Iowa  and  later  to  Missouri  where 
he  still  resides. 

George  W.  Turk  died  early  and  his  family  are  scattered.  One  of  hi.^ 
sons  lives  iti  LitlU-  Rock.  Ahram  Sliapley  filed  a.s  an  old  soldier  on  the 
southwest  quarter  i>f  this  section  and  early  bought  the  northwest  quarter. 
The  last  year  of  the  grasshopper  scourge  he  had  nearly  all  of  this  half  sec- 
tion in  flax.  About  the  time  it  was  all  up  and  lookti^  fine  the  hoppers  hatche<l 
out  on  the  whole  half  section  so  thick  that  the  ground  was  literally  alive  with 
them.  Of  cnm^se  that  liHikcd  extremely  disc<iurat,''intj  and  Mr.  .Shapley  s|)ent 
considerable  time  ami  nmney  tryint,^  l<>  sell  at  ten  dollars  an  acre,  lie  liad  a 
line  grove  started  and  g(.K>d  Ijuiltlings  and  although  his  offer  was  very  cheap 
yet  he  could  not  lind  a  buyer.  Fortunately  as  soon  as  the  hoppers  gained  a 
little  strength  they  hopped  oflF  without  doing  the  crop  very  much  damage  and 
Mr.  .Sha])ley  harvested  his  fla.v  and  realized  the  ten  dollars  [xr  acre  for  all 
hi>  land.  He  ke])t  the  land  until  it  l)r<iu^ht  a  gcxnl  price,  when  he  sold  it  and 
retired  to  .Sibley,  where  he  died  a  few  years  ago. 

P.  L.  Piesly  was  a  hard  worker  and  for  many  years  was  the  principal 
stock  buyer  and  shipper  in  this  vicinity.  He  died  on  his  home  farm  aoms 
years  ago.  His  widow  now  lives  in  Sibley  and  his  son  manages  the  farm. 

Section  33.    Peter  Rhemes  is  on  section  33. 

Section  34.    J.  F.  Bough  and  M.  M.  H«>rton  did  not  slay  long.  William 
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E.  Ripley  was  an  old  soMier  ami  received  a  lilxTal  ])cnsion  on  account  of 
his  defectix  e  \  ision.  incurred  as  a  resnlt  ni  the  service,  and  shortly  after  prov- 
ing up  movctl  to  Sibley  wliere  he  theii  many  years  agu.  llis  widow  still  re- 
sides in  Sibley.  John  F.  Stanim  held  the  oflioe  of  sheriff  three  terms  and 
made  a  faithful  officer.  He  also  was  an  old  soldier  and  died  in  SiUey  a  few 
years  agu.  His  widow  survives  him  and  resides  in  Sibley.  James  F.  Van- 
EnilMn-}^  left  early. 

Section  \().  C'liaiic^  ('.''rorry  was  a  carix»ntt*r  ami  iail\  iDoxi-d  to  Sib- 
ley and  worke«l  at  his  trade  a  tew  years  and  iell  liie  country.  Joseph  i  crrin 
lived  and  worked  his  daim  a  good  many  years,  but  about  thirty  years  ago 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Wisconsin  where  he  died  two  or  three  years  ago.  He 
\  I  I  single  man  and  fanned  at  a  disadvantage.  David  Watt  was  a  transient 
and  little  known.  Levi  Shell.  I)einj;  a  veteran  of  the  ('i\  il  War.  tiled  on  a 
quarter  of  this  section  and  still  owns  the  same.  It  is  now  a  well  imprx>ved 
farm  worketl  and  nianaged  by  Mr.  Lehman,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Shell.  Mr. 
Sliell  was  one  of  the  first  lumber  merchants  of  Sibley  and  still  resides  in 
Sibley  and  is  the  >cnior  member  of  the  Shell  Lumber  Cohipany,  which  is  do- 
ing an  extensive  Inisiness  in  IntiMing^  material  and  cement. 

.\moni;  the  more  recent  arrivals  of  pn »s|)erous  farmers  are  H.  C.  Con- 
radi.  J.  (J.  Groenewald.  Thomas  Gikcn,  S.  Ciardas,  E.  A.  D.  Nachtigal,  H.  J. 
Onken,  Henry.  Jolin  J.  and  Peter  J.  Onken.  C.  H.  Slocum,  and  C.  C.  and 
William  Truckenmiller.  William  Truckcnmiller  is  building  in  Sibley  this 
year  preparatory  to  living  in  town.  There  are  many  other  thrifty  farmers  in 
this  township  but  si)ace  will  not  permit  mention  of  them  all.  \'iola  t<)wn- 
sliip  is  >iu  of  till  ^'arden  spots  of  the  county.  The  land  is  good  and  it  i& 
thoroughly  handled. 

This  township  sup])orts  si.x  public  schools  and  there  is  a  German  church 
on  section  22.  The  present  township  oifkers  are  Herman  Groth,  Jdin  Onken 
and  E.  A.  I)  Xachtingal.  trustees:  Lamber  Duis.  clerk:  M.  F.  Olson,  con- 
stable and  Jake  Redinius.  assessor. 

WEST  IIOI.MAN  TOWNSHIP. 

.Section  I  .Xnioni^  those  who  ruin  later  after  tlie  hard  times  were 
about  at  an  end  we  find,  on  section  1.  Andrew  Rahfeldl.  who  Ins  >nccecdc(l 
with  cattle  and  hogs  principally,  although  he  ^clls  Mjine  grain  each  year.  He 
raises  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland  Giina  hogs.  He  is  a  good  farmer  and 
successful  business  man  and  is  doing  well. 

Section  2.    Here  was  Girard  Post  and  David  Bushel,  both  transients. 
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James  K.  Shaw  fiUerc<l  :i  quarter  sectiun  on  this  .section.  .Mr.  Shaw  did  a 
prosperous  land  business  in  Sibley  several  years.  Finally  he  and  his  family 
moved  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  where  he  now  resides  and  is  quite  prosperous. 
A.  H.  Agar  now  owns  and  lives  on  the  Shaw  farm  and  is  one  of  our  most 
siicce«>-fiil  ninl  enti-rpri'^ini.!'  faniiiT^.  >fi>vf>  \',  lU-c<If  c-nt(.-m!  the  siiiiiln\i-<t 
f|nartcr  i>|  thi>  •-(.•rlinti  and  lixt-d  on  Ins  claim  many  year-,  lli-  lived  in  SiMcy 
for  several  years,  and  fmtn  there  moved  to  Mll>w()ilh.  Iowa,  wliere  he  died 
poor.  He  was  most  jirosperous  while  living  on  the  farm,  but  was  discon- 
tented. He  labored  under  the  deluiiion  that  he  was  cut  out  for  a  business 
career.  A.  H.  Baade  owns  and  occupies  the  northeast  quarter  of  this  sec- 
tion and  h:{<  a  fnu  home.  He  came  from  l'arker-.luirij.  !r>ua.  He  and  his 
son  l'>ed  are  pri is]tc'r*tus  and  happv.  Leroy  l'hil!i|is  lucatrfl  nn  this  sectit)n, 
but  remained  only  a  shitrt  time.  A.  H.  r>aade  came  ironi  I'arkerslnirg. 
Iowa,  where  he  had  been  working  a  large  dairy  farm,  and  bought  his  present 
farm  at  twenty-six  dollars  per  acre  and  built  a  good  house  and  bam.  Now 
his  land  i-  w  .  .rth  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre.  Imt  is  not  lor  sale. 
His  xm.  I  reil,  works  with  him  and  they  are  sticcessfnl  and  CMHieiiti<!.  lU-rt 
Agar,  after  heing  here  a  few  years,  thought  he  ctmld  tiiid  snme  place  that 
would  suit  him  better,  so  he  sold  and  looked  ariiund  one  season,  but  finding 
no  place  that  looked  as  good  to  him  he  bought  back  at  an  advance,  it  is  said, 
of  two  tliousand  dollars  and  has  ever  since  been  contented.  He  has  put  up 
a  fine  set  of  Iniildings  and  Ixtught  another  eighty,  so  his  home  farm  now 
con-iists  of  twM  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  is  a  successful  com  raiser  and 
cattle  and  hog  feeder. 

Section  4.  Robert  Stamm  settled  here  and  stuck  to  his  claim  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  a  few  years  ago.  He  was  always  active  in  all  farmers* 
meetings.  B.  A.  Stamm  later  moved  to  Sibley,  where  he  dit<!  recently. 
Orrin  W.  Towner  and  F.ela  Churchill  were  transient^.  W.  H.  Morrison, 
who  staried  the  fust  nursery  in  this  coutUy,  located  «in  this  section.  The 
grasshoppers  were  ><»  hard  on  his  yi»ung  trees  that  he  became  discouraged 
ami  gradually  worked  out  of  the  nursery  business  and  moved  to  Sibley, 
where  he  conducted  a  jewelry  store.  He  was  for  many  years  treasurer  of 
the  township,  l  ater  ho  m<>\ed  i<>  Kettle  Falls.  Washington,  where  he  died. 
His  widow  still  resitles  in  Kettle  l-'alls. 

Section  5.  W  I,.  Taylor  came  from  Wisconsin  with  his  brother. 
John  Taylor.  John  iKcame  discomented,  st)ld  anil  moved  to  South  Dakota, 
but  W.  L.  remained  and  has  succeeded  to  a  marked  degree.  He  is  not  only 
a  thorough  farmer  but  a  good  stock  raiser.  He  believes  in  mixed  farming 
and  keeps  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  successfully.   He  worked  hard  and  steadily 
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and  now  has  a  fine  farm.  I  Mot-t  is  also  on  this  section  and  is  an  excellent 
farmer.    He  always  has  ^omctliiiit;  for  the  market  at  the  proper  time. 

Section  6.  On  this  scctit>n  .-.ctlled  J.  L.  Irwin,  Milton  Irwin  and  (Jar- 
rett  Irwin,  the  latter  being  the  only  one  of  these  Irwins  left  in  the  county. 
Here  was  Archel  Tyler,  long  since  dead.  Charles  A.  Sawyer,  who  was 
Sibley's  first  r  '  i  yer  and  coal  dealer,  soon  moved  to  California  and  was 
lost  si<*ht  of.  liniiLS  I'aily  was  doini;  well  here,  luit  t!iou«;ht  he  could  hettcr 
his  coixlitinii  and  prospects  by  sellin<,'  and  l>uyin{(  east  of  the  (  )cheyedaii, 
where  land  was  cheaper  and  settlers  not  so  thick  and  where  he  would  have  a 
better  chance  to  raise  cattle.  He  undertook  to  move  in  the  early  spring 
and  was  drowned  while  crossing  the  Och^edan  river  during  a  time  of  hi^ 
water.   The  proverh  about  a  contented  nn'nd  might  apply  in  this  case. 

Section  7.  Dick  .Meyers,  wlio  bonj^ht  on  this  section,  made  monev 
and  got  ahead  a  little  eacli  year.  A  few  years  ago  he  went  to  Germany  on 
a  visit  and  died  suddenly  on  his  return  trip  and  was  buried  at  sea.  His 
widow  is  conducting  the  farm  and  doing  well. 

Section  8.  This  section  was  entered  fay  Preston  Bushel.  Albion  C. 
Sparine,  Xewton  Ridrardis  and  Charles  H.  Call.  These  men  left  no  foot- 
prints. O.  J.  .\ckerman  is  a  thrifty  farmer  and  doinj;  well.  J.  I'rey  own.s 
land  on  .sections  y  and  17.  and  is  a  pro.^perous  farmer.  He  is  one  ui  the  in- 
fluential farmers  of  West  llolnian.  He  has  a  large  family  and  is  prosperous. 
He  is  always  a  good  friend  to  have  in  time  of  need. 

Section  9.  C  N.  and  G.  W.  Flower  are  prosperous  farmers  on  this 
section.  They  do  not  strive  for  leadership,  but  are  at  their  job  every  day  in 
the  vear  and  .ire  making  money.  I\.  l-"rnhling  bought  the  old  ("a|)lain  Riley 
place  an<l  handled  it  successfully  until  land  was  pretty  well  up  in  price,  when 
he  S4)ld  and  moved  to  SiUey,  where  he  engaged  in  the  stodc  business.  He 
is  now  with  Frank  Kennedy,  and  they  are  the  principal  stodc  buyers  and 
shippers  in  Sibley,  doint;  a  safe  and  profitable  business. 

Section  10.  Here  was  l-llbridge  Morrison,  who  died  in  Sibley  recently. 
Jacob  ('.  .Miller  did  not  remain  long.  John  I'eaumoiit  was  an  Fngli-^hinan 
and  quite  active  in  getting  out  among  his  neighbors.  He  was  the  lirst  sec- 
retary of  the  school  board  of  Holman  township  and  a  loyal  supporter  of  the 
gang  of  get-rich-<|uick  fellows.  This  gang  rewarded  its  supporters. 
While  Beaimiont  was  secretary  of  the  school  board  a  new  school  h.ouse  was 
to  be  built  in  the  Beaumont  district  and  it  was  proposc-d  ti»  give  him  the  olrl 
scho.>l  bou>e.  which  would  make  a  very  g<«id  aildition  to  hi->  liomesicatl 
shack.  .\  resolution  was  passed  granting  Beaumont  an  advance  of  twcniy- 
five  dollars  in  salary,  and  at  the  same  meeting  another  resolution  was  passed 
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and  recorded  to  accept  the  Ikauniont  offer  ot  iwetity-five  dollars  tor  the 
old  school  huildins,'.  That  Imildiiif^  is  still  a  part  of  the  house  on  tlu-  ileaii- 
monl  larm.  Here  was  the  claim  ot  Captain  D.  L.  Riley,  who  was  lor  many 
years  a  lumber  merchant  in  SiUey  and  one  of  the  board  ot  8uper\'isors. 
Osceola  county  owes  much  to  Captain  Riley  for  being  redeemed  from  the 
gang  and  the  l)nsiness  of  the  county  placed  on  an  honest  and  econcmiical 
basis.    William  E.  Rmsc  left  no  mark. 

Section  11.  A.  \\  .  ( iarher^on  came  from  W  all  Lake.  Iowa,  and 
bought  section  1 1  and  has  maile  extensive  impnn  ements  on  it.  He  secured 
it  at  a  bargain  and  now  it  is  very  valuable.  He  rents  the  farm  and  has  a  fine 
residence  in  SiUey,  where  he  lives. 

Section  u.  William  .\.  Laughrey  was  hardly  known.  Here  was  Ed- 
ward Shufelt.  who  j^ot  jjrices  for  paintint^  ncIiuo]  honses  and  other  ptd>lic 
buildinj^s  for  the  gani;.  lie  died  in  Canton.  Sonth  Daknta,  recently.  Leon- 
ard Chamberlain  licld  his  claim  as  long  as  he  could  as  a  homestead  and  then 
surrendered  his  certificate  and  re-entered  it  as  a  tree  daim  under  the  timber 
culture  act  He  thus  kept  it  off  the  tax  list  about  fifteen  years.  The  prin- 
cipal mark  he  left  is  the  fine  gn  ve  on  the  "Ash  Hill"  or  Person  farm,  one- 
half  mile  north  of  Sifiley.  Mr.  I "hainherlain  died  in  California,  jiihn  I), 
lllake.  Warren  H.  Lathnip  and  l-'rank  Slilo  were  other  >cttkTs.  The  -Utiles 
eighty  was  bought  by  Captain  R.  J.  Cha.se.  platted  into  lots  and  blocks  and 
called  Chase's  addition  to  Sibley.  These  bts  were  all  sold  and  now  con- 
stitute quite  a  portion  of  the  town.  Stiles  was  one  of  the  gang.  He  was 
the  first  sheritT  m  1  hi^  wife  the  fust  cotmty  superintendent  of  schools.  Both 
were  found  (Kad  lu  a  hotel  in  .North  Dakota  a  few  months  ago.  They  were 
asphyxiated.  I  lu-  ■-onilnvist  (|uarter  of  section  i_»  was  always  considered  as 
the  claim  ot  J.  H.  W  mspear.  who  was  the  head  and  furnished  the  brains  of 
the  grafter  gang.  In  fact,  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  gang  who  left  the 
coimty  with  any  money.  Wmspear  built  the  house  on  this  quarter.  This 
house  vtzs  later  sold  to  Ted  Baker,  a  ma.son.  who  moved  it  to  its  present 
location  and  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  Rustin  residence.  The  quarter  was  en- 
tered by  John  1).  Hlake  and  Warren  B.  Lathrop.  who  trans ferrcil  it  to 
Shuck  and  Ueland.  Shuck  was  one  of  the  early  lumber  merchants  of  Sibley 
and  got  into  all  kinds  of  financial  difficulties.  The  ccmsideration  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  for  each  eighty.  It  is  now  worth  about 
twice  that  amount  per  acre.  I-ance  Polley  now  owns  and  resides  on  the 
east  eishtv.  lohn  IX  lUake  and  Warren  B.  Lathro])  were  either  dummies 
or  straw  men.  People  who  were  here  all  through  those  early  days  knew 
ot  no  such  men.  The  Winspear  residence  and  the  Stiles  residence  were  just 
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across  the  railroad  tr.uk  fotn  one  another.  Lnna^  Polly  now  f>ccu])ic^  one 
location  and  W.  J.  .Millir  the  otlu-r.  ])a\iil  I.ittk'chilrl  hoanlcd  with 
Stiles  and  worked  more  or  less  for  W  inspear.  plantinj;  trees  and  otherwise 
improving  the  place.  Winspear  always  called  it  his  claim.  It  is  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  "ways  that  are  dark  and  tricks  that  are  vain"  and  hard  to  un- 
derstand. Another  remarkable  circumstance  about  it  is  that  it  should  be 
sold  so  cheap.  But  Winspear  was  at  the  end  of  his  ro|K.'  in  this  county  and 
thought  best  t<>  get  awav  quickly.  While  Winsix-ar  furnished  the  brains. 
"Old  Stiles,"  as  he  was  called,  supplied  the  gall  in  abunilant  quantities.  May 
their  souls  rest  in  peace. 

Section  13.  E.  N.  Person  bought  the  old  Chamberlain  claim,  the  north- 
west quarter  of  this  section,  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  l)usiness  nnlil  he 
worked  "tY  the  in<lel)tedne<s  tm  lii-  farm,  lie  then  ([uit  his  <lairy  husiiiess. 
but  omtinued  t-)  kee]>  c<nv»;  and  li'>i;s  until  he  accunuilated  enoni;h  tn  Imy  a 
comfortable  home  in  Sihlcy.  His  son  having  married,  he  retired  last  year 
and  left  the  management  of  the  farm  to  the  young  man. 

Section  14.  Henr>*  L.  Baker  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Captain  R.  J. 
Chase.  Baker  was  Sil)Ie\  s  first  milkman,  but  sold  to  H.  L.  Enimert  before 
land  became  very  valuable  Thomas  Parland.  a  cranky  old  Englishman,  also 
sold  early  tr>  Mr.  Fmnu  rt  \\  .  W.  ("nun  wa-;  a  l)ri>ther-in-law  of  Parland 
and  many  years  a  pninunent  citizen  here.  Mr.  Cram  is  now  living  in  Sioux 
City.  His  son,  Frank  Cram,  lives  in  Sibley  and  for  many  years  has  been  the 
county  bridge  builder.  Myron  Churchill  also  had  a  claim  here  and  in  a  few 
years  sold  to  Mr.  Emmert  and  mo\ed  to  Sibley,  engaging  in  the  grocery 
btisiness.  Later  he  tuoved  to  Kettle  Falls.  Washington,  where  he  now  re- 
.*^ides.  II.  L.  I'.mniert  secured  jjh t*<<es«,ii m  of  all  this  section  and  converted  it 
into  a  model  slock  farm.  He  sold  it  recently  at  a  good  price.  H.  L.  Em- 
mert. Sibley's  first  banker,  bought,  piece  by  piece,  all  of  section  14.  The 
people  who  entered  section  14  owed  him  and  he  reluctantly  bought  their 
farms  to  save  himself  from  prospective  loss.  He  made  a  model  farm  of  it 
and  recently  s<ild  it  at  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre.  He 
did  not  Iiuy  it  as  a  luoney  making  proposition,  but  to  save  himself. 

Section  15.  George  DeV'ries,  Henry  Reinsnia  and  W.  J.  Johnson  are 
all  prosperous  fanners  on  this  section  and  all  have  fine  improvements.  Ed. 
Rahfeldt  came  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  and  built  a  large  feed  bam  in 
Sibley,  where  farmers  can  drive  in  and  ha\e  a  warm,  dry  place  for  their 
teams  while  in  town,  for  ten  cent*;.  The  barn  \\:is  a  '<itca>>i">.  but  as  Mr. 
Rahfeldt  had  a  growing  family,  he  traded  his  |>arn  for  a  quarter  section  on 
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section  16,  owned  by  Daniel  Fox,  who  was  getting  too  old  to  conduct  fann- 
ing operations.    Mr.  Rahfeldt  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer. 

ScL-tinn  16.  J.  C.  Fox  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  i>n  -Mction 
r6  ahoiit  twenty  yoar<  ai;r>  at  twenty-two  dollars  an  acre.  He  and  lii^  chil- 
dren have  worked  tlie  I'ariii  ^tucessfnlly  and  Iiiv  land  is  imw  worth  one  linn- 
dred  and  twenty-five  d« 'liars  an  acre.  James  .\.  Park  also  bought  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  about  the  same  time  and  at  the  same  price.  He  fenced 
and  put  tip  a  full  set  (if  farm  buildings.  He  has  recently  rented  the  farm 
and  bought  and  moved  to  a  nirely  inipr cd  Ine-acre  tract  near  Sibley.  He 
would  noi  vfll  his  farm  tor  niu-  htinthed  and  twentv-h\e  dollars  an  acre. 

Section  iS.  Here  was  Miles  A.  Hamlin,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  War.  and  <lrew  a  small  pension.  He  built  a  iiousc  on  his  claim  an<l 
put  the  land  in  cultivation,  then  borrowed  two  thousand  dollars  on  the  farm 
and  retired  to  Sibley.  Being  a  single  man  he  boarded  at  the  hotel.  When 
his  loan  became  due  he  increased  the  mortgage  and  used  the  cash  he  re- 
ceived to  eke  out  Ilis  pension  for  a  livinjj.  The  third  and  last  lo*in  wa*  for 
lour  thou>and  dollars.  W  hen  that  cash  was  all  ^'one  he  sold  the  farm  and 
lived  for  a  time  in  the  Old  Soldiers'  ilunie.  at  Hot  Sprin^J^.  South  Dakota, 
and  later  moved  to  California,  where  he  is  now  living.  That  was  his  way 
of  making  his^claim  support  him.  When  he  dies  there  will  be  no  estate  to 
settle.  Thomas  S.  Brennon  and  John  Brennon  were  ne\er  actual  settlers 
here,  but  lived  in  Sioux  City,  where  John  I'rennon  edited  a  Roman  Catholic 
pajxfr.  He  will  also  be  remembered  as  an  cUxiucni  and  patriotic  s])eaker. 
David  Whitney  still  resides  on  his  original  claim.  He  bought  more  land 
and  is  now  quite  wealthy. 

Section  19.  A.  Klaasson  bought  a  quarter  of  section  19  and  made 
money.   In  1913  he  houfiln  a  jjrMul  home  in  Sibley  and  retired. 

Section  20.  P.  llerron  has  a  halt  section  farm  on  section  jo  and  has 
l)cen  getting  rich,  lie  owns  another  good  farm  in  Minnesota.  John  Lough- 
lin  settled  on  this  section.  He  was  always  cpiite  poor  while  he  lived  here,  but 
reared  a  large  family  and  finally  got  enough  together  to  make  a  first  mayment 
on  a  larger  farm  in  Clark  county.  South  Dakr  ta.  at  just  the  right  time  and  has 
since  ])ro<])ered  lie  i<  now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  b'dward  I-ind- 
sev  was  always  very  ixmr.  He  was  ,>uv  of  the  homesteaders  who  had  to  liave 
help.  One  winter  he  an<l  liis  family  camped  in  the  court  room  c»t  the  court 
house  at  the  county's  expense.  He  died  long  ago.  F.  M.  Palmer  left  early. 
C.  M.  Bailey  soon  moved  into  Sibley  and  was  the  village  blacksmith  many 
years.    Later  he  secured  an  appointment  under  the  state  auditor,  who  was 
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one  of  his  old  army  comrades,  and  moved  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  died 
several  years  ag;o. 

Section  jj.  George  I".  Xixmi  died  in  Sibley  last  yrar,  ninety- 
three  years.  Etlward  Carnc.s  was  sectiun  boss  un  the  railroad  and.  being  a 
good,  intelligent  and  temperate  roan,  was  raised  to  rmdniaster.  He  died  in 
Worthington,  Minnesota,  several  years  ago.  A.  W.  Mitchell  was  Sibley's 
first  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker.  He  sold  his  business  to  the  \\  ahon 
I'.rothers  atid  was  one  of  the  rural  mail  carriers  several  years.  Me  died  re- 
cently aufl  hi^  widow  and  two  of  his  daughter'.  >till  live  in  Sibley.  Thoiiias 
Heck  left  no  tracks.  Patrick  Larkin  was  a  railroad  .section  l>os>.  \\  illiani 
Cache  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  22  about  eigin  years 
ago,  soon  paid  for  it.  then  bought  another  eighty  acres  on  the  same  section, 
soon  paid  for  that,  last  year  purchased  still  another  eight}  just  across  the 
road  from  liis  first  <|uarter  at  one  hundred  and  tliirty-tive  dollars  ])er  acre 
and  is  now  jiayiii;,'  for  tlial.  Mis  i-xperitiu  v  allows  what  a  !j;ood  fanner  who 
has  a  gotni  working  tannl\  can  do  with  land  in  this  country. 

Section  33.  C.  L.  Strickler  came  here  about  twenty-five  years  ago  and 
purchased  the  north  half  of  section  23.  He  fenced,  planted  a  grove  and  put 
on  a  set  of  farm  l)ui1dinL,'s  and.  being  a  successftil  general  fanner,  made 
money.  Me  >iiue  Iw.ii^ht  li^btv  .icres  on  section  22.  so  now  lias  four  him- 
«lred  ncrv-  of  tint-  nnproM-d  land.  His  buildings  are  one  mile  from  Siblev. 
He  lia>  rciu.>eil  one  Itumlreil  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre  for  his  farm  ami  liiinks 
it  is  worth  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  an  acre.  Being  out  of  debt 
and  having  money  out  at  interest  he  has  recently  rented  his  land  and  retired 
to  Sibley.  He  is  still  an  active  man  and  is  president  of  the  Farmers  Elevator 
Company  and  lakes  mufb  iiUcicsi  in  its  manaijement.  John  Karpen.  a  masoti 
by  trade,  matle  enoui.;b  money  to  make  a  iir^t  paymeiU.  and  Ijought  the  M»uth 
half  of  section  23  about  twenty -five  years  ago.  Some  years  ago  his  wife 
died,  but  having  a  daughter  old  enough  to  keep  house,  he  and  his  boys  con- 
tinued on  the  farm.  I^.st  year  he  sold  eighty  acres  to  William  Gache  for 
one  !:  11  ii  /d  and  thirty-five  dollars  an  acre.  This  amounted  1  m  re  than 
the  three  hundred  .and  tw»i)!v  am-s  origin.ally  cost  him.  Me  iia>  two  hun- 
dred ruid  lortv  acre>  uilli  tbr  improv  ement->  and  --tock  and  i>  out  of  debt. 

Section  -'4.  Here  \\a>  .\.  M.  t'ulver,  the  tii^t  lrea>urer  of  tins  county. 
He  died  in  the  Soldiers'  Home  a  few  years  ago.  .\ndrew  Culver,  a  son  of 
A.  M.  Culver,  lives  in  Sibley  and  is  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  while  not 
wealthy,  is  in  comfortabU  rin  nmstances.  George  \V.  Bean,  a  >on-!n-la\v 
of  A.  M.  Culver,  died  in  Sibley  alx)ut  ten  years  ago.    Rodney  O.  Manson. 


Digitized  by  Google 


O'BRIEN  AND  OSCEOLA  COtNlltS,  iOWA.  587 


who,  about  twelve  years  ago,  staked  his  fortunes  on  eight  hundred  acres  of 

laml  in  Bottineau  county.  North  Dakota,  land,  wnn  ,>iu  and  is  now  quite 
wealthy,  living  at  his  ease  in  southern  California.  He  still  owns  his  original 
claim  here.  \ 

Section  26.  Here  was  Marlin  II.  Hughes,  a  lornier  saloon  kcei>er,  who 
entered  this  land  as  a  gambling  proiK>sition  in  the  hope  of  selling  at  a  good 
profit.  Lorenzo  S.  McCremly  was  a  transient.  Justice  R.  Rice  left  at  an 
early  date.   Fri<kr!ck  I..  Ward  profe^-*  l  tf.  be  a  doctor. 

Section  _>S.  John  I.,  KuliiiKnn,  wlio  located  <>n  this  section,  hnilt  the 
first  house  in  SiMcy.  lie  died  in  .^ihlev  at  the  advanced  a^e  of  ninety-ei^ht 
years.  I-'rank  Rubins<>n,  the  first  auditor  ai  Osceola  county,  was  a  son 
of  Jkthn  L.  Robinson,  but  could  not  be  controlled  by  the  grafters.  He  was  a 
capable  and  honest  official.  L.  J.  Robinson  and  Julia  A.  Palmer  completed 
the  occupancy  of  this  section.  F.  Hinders  is  a  successful  farmer  of  this 
section. 

.'section  A.  Hes>ehrook  settle<l  on  section  Ji>  and  is  a  tjiMid  farmer 

as  well  as  a  successful  heenian.  He  had  about  seventy  .>>warn»s  in  lyio.  when 
all  the  bees  in  the  county  died  and  his  went  with  the  rest.  19 10  was  such  a 
poor  honey  season  the  bees  did  not  have  supplies  enough  to  carry  them 
through.   J.  Gronewall  is  another  •j^nm]  Gennati  fanner  on  section  _><>. 

Section  Thomas  |;u'kson,  who  settled  here  later,  sold  his  claim  and 
lM)uj;ln  cheaper  land  in  the  eastern  and  more  sparsely  settle<l  part  oi  the 
county.  Later  he  sold  again  and  moved  to  southwestern  Missouri,  where  he 
died  recently.  Smith  Aldrich  and  Carrie  .'\.  Bailey,  of  whom  very  little 
was  knowm.  entered  claims  on  this  section.  Jacob  Sperts  locatetl  here  per- 
manently. He  was  one  of  the  German  settlers,  most  of  whom  located  in 
Gihnan  towiishi]).    ('.  15.  Kent  also  located  here.  Init  left  early. 

Section  31.  loni  LarMni  came  here  [Hjctr  and  by  hard  work,  good 
judgment  and  economy  is  now  well  of¥  and  still  not  an  old  man.  He  matle 
it  all  by  farming  during  the  last  twenty  years. 

Section  32.  David  Littlechild  filed  on  an  eighty  on  this  section,  built  a 
shanty  .and  broke  forty  acres.  He  put  in  two  crops  which  promised  well 
until  the  i'^ra>shoppers  came  and  harvested  both  crops  Ileiiis;  disouiratjed 
he  reluuiuished  his  claim  to  John  Melcher  i»)r  a  consitlcrat u>n  of  two  inmdred 
dollars  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  valued  at  one  hundred  dollars.  Mr,  Melcher 
spent  many  happy  and  prosperous  years  on  this  land  and  finally  retired  to 
Ashton.  where  he  died  la-^i  year,  at  an  advanced  aye.  loved  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.   The  other  homesteaders  on  this  section  were  Urich  B. 
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Keniston.  Samuel  S.  Smith  and  Samuel  S.  Thompson.  These  last  three  set- 
tlers made  little  Impression. 

Section  34.  Here  was  George  Mathewson,  who  left  tarly  XeU 
Thomp-^m  later  n.ndnclfd  a  farm  implement  l)ii<inf<<  in  Sil)Uy  and  finally 
moved  til  .Si>titli  Dakota,  Tliotnas  Thompsun  rtniainc«i  tlirtniijh  tlic  hard 
times,  l.iut  finally  sold  ami  moved  on  west  l>ef')rc  getting  the  l>enetii  oi  the 
later  advance  in  the  price  of  land. 

David  Johns,  or  "Shorty"  Jones,  as  he  was  commonly  called,  died  in 
.\slit'>n  a  fiw  years  ai/o.  R.  7enscn  was  one  of  tlic  settlers  here  whose 
hiiildint;  ^put  was  nti  the  hank  of  the  Otter  creek  He  wa«  a  permanent 
settler  ami  a  j;<mkI  and  \alual>le  citizen.  Ole  Thompson  located  here,  but  did 
not  remain  long. 

Section  36.  Jessie  W.  Kern  filed  here,  but  soon  moved  away.  C.  N. 
Sawyer  was  the  first  grain  buyer  in  Sibley.  The  last  known  of  him  he  was 
in  California.  David  C  hainhers  died  in  Sibley  a  few  years  ago.  Abe  Miller 

did  not  remain  On  ihi>  seilioti  there  were  two  such  pectiliar  men  that 

they  slionhl  receive  a  little  more  than  pa-^-'itii^  notice.  William  U.  I'elcher  and 
J.  fj.  Jeiuiey.  lielcher  was  a  big.  tall  man  and  a  trapper  by  profession. 
Nothing  was  wasted  with  him.  He  saved  the  pelts  for  sale  and  ate  the  flesh. 
When  the  settlers  began  to  thicken  around  him  he  sold  out  and  moved  on 
Wit  He  had  several  cows  and  used  them  as  other  people  used  oxen.  He 
broke  ]>rairie  with  a  c(nv  team  and  drove  them  to  town  — in  fact,  he  used  theni 
for  general  team  work.  W  hen  he  sold  <»ut  he  hitched  a  yoke  of  rows  to  his 
covered  wagon,  started  fur  the  Black  Hills  and  was  drowncil  while  trying 
to  cross  the  Jim  river  in  South  Dakota.  J.  B.  Jenney  bought  Bdcher's  farm. 
Mr.  Jenney  first  located  oii  .section  32  in  East  Holman  on  eighty  acres,  but 
relinquished  it  tf)  FjUon  llar\e\.  a  brother  of  Mahloii  Harvey.  Edson 
Harvey  relimpiished  to  Mr.  rhillips,  who  entered  it  a--  a  tree  claim,  and  the 
trees  he  ])lanted  to  comply  with  the  timtier  culture  act  now  constitute  the 
fine  biy  grove  of  heavy  timber  on  the  Janes  farm.  The  grow  ing  limber  in 
that  grove  will  supply  the  farm  with  fuel  and  posts  for  all  time  Mr. 
Jenney,  who  bought  the  Belcher  claim,  was  a  well  educated.  Christian  gen- 
tleman. He  came  frn!n  :i  ilairy  r'>unly  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  farmed 
here  the  same  as  he  liad  ieained  in  hi-  old  home  aiid  for  a  time  prtispererl 
fairly  well,  but  misfortune  seemed  to  be  on  his  trail.  He  had  four  children, 
all  girls.  His  first  misfortune  was  the  death  of  one  of  his  children  by  diph- 
theria. Then  his  wife,  who  was  a  hard  working  woman,  had  to  go  to  the 
insane  asylum,  where  she  soon  committed  suicide.  He  then  tried  to  continue 
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on  the  farm  with  a  housekeeper,  but  fin4ing  that  unsatisfactory,  he  sold  the 
farm  and  moved  in  Hull,  Sioux  countv.  to  ,t^i\l•  his  girls  the  arlvantajjes  of 
an  e(hK;ui<in  in  Mull  Academy.  ( )ue  of  the  },'irls  ])roved  to  he  hritjht  in  her 
studies  and  yradualcd  with  honors.  Tlie  other  preferred  to  stay  at  home 
and  keep  house.  About  this  time  Mr.  Jenney  became  obsessed  with  the  idea 
that  he  ought  to  be  a  land  agent  and  chose  Sioux  Falls  as  a  favoraUe  point 
of  operation.  They  were  in  Sioux  I'alls  only  a  short  time  when  t!u  li^ession 
of  the  land  hu-^inc'-^  cxaporated.  He  then  engatjed  in  potato  and  iniok  rais- 
ins', from  which  he  made  a  precarious  Hving  lor  a  time.  Duriiifj;  this  latter 
e.\i)erience  the  laniily  made  ihe  acquaintance  of  a  wealth)  widow  who  had 
a  large  house  and  extensive  grounds,  and  arrangement  was  made  for  the 
family  to  move  in,  Mr.  Jenney  to  care  for  the  grounds.  In  the  meantime  the 
educated  daughter,  Lilly,  married  a  young  man.  who  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  hut  of  not  a  \ cry  robust  constitution.  Eventually  this  wealthy  widow, 
who  had  another  home  in  Florida,  concluded  to  move  to  the  latter  place  and 
make  that  her  permanent  home.  She  induced  the  young  married  couple  to 
go  with  her  for  company  with  the  hope  that  it  might  prove  beneficial  to  both 
the  young  people  in  the  way  of  improved  health.  Soon  after  this  a  longing 
took  |i'  >-c^sion  of  Mr.  Jenney  to  go  back  to  New  York  and  visit  old  scenes 
and  his  hrother.  and.  ])erlia!)s,  make  that  his  permanent  home.  On  their 
way  to  .\e\v  NOrk  he  and  lielle.  the  other  daughter,  visited  old  frietids  in 
Sibley.  At  that  time  it  was  plain  that  the  peculiarities  of  Mr.  Jenney  had 
increased.  A  few  weeks  in  New  York  demonstrated  there  was  no  opening 
for  them  there  and  as  they  had  a  little  money  left,  they  moved  to  Florida, 
where  the  other  young  people  were.  The  son-in-law  commenced  a  small 
hrnise  for  them,  hut  before  it  was  completed  he  died.  I'rom  a  letter  received 
from  one  of  the  girls  to  a  Sibley  friend  recently  it  was  learned  that  Lilly  is 
postmistress:  and  a  notary  public  in  the  little  town  where  they  are  located  and 
Belle  took  care  of  the  father,  who  passed  away  March  lo.  1914.  at  LaBelle, 
Florida.  There  was  tragedy  in  the  lives  of  both  men,  who  were  early  settlers 
on  the  northwest  quarter  of  36. 

WILSON  TOWNSHIP. 

This  township  was  settled  at  the  .same  time  as  the  rest  of  the  western 
half  of  the  c(»untv  by  the  same  thrifty  class  of  people.  Several  remained  but 
a  short  time,  but  many  of  them  remained  and  became  prominent  in  comi)any 
alTairs. 

Section  8  was  taken  by  Joseph  F.  Fairfax.  James  C.  Warrington.  R.  S. 
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Eakin  and  John  (."olvin.  All  were  transients  except  Mr  Hakin.  \\h  >  kilor 
moved  i>>  >icti>'n  _'S.  where  he  now  owns  a  four-hundred-acre  farm,  making 
hinj  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  county.  He  now  lives  in  Sihley  and  his 
son  lives  on  the  farm. 

Section  lo  was  settled  by  H.  C.  Morey,  who  later  moved  to  Sibley  and 
en^'as^cd  in  the  carpenter  business  and  is  now  a  rural  mail  carrier.  .Mfred  A- 
Allenand  and  Charles  1,.  \'.  lU  ri,'  were  transictit^^  William  P.  Rhodes  soon 
moved  into  Sihley  and  wa-^  i<  ir  many  years  an  ctticii-nt  street  commissioner. 
He  tinally  moved  to  the  state  o!  \\  a>hington,  where  he  died  several  years  ago. 

Section  12  was  taken  by  S>  h  ester  Johnson  and  L.  J.  Dawley.  neither 
of  whom  remained  very  long.  Dawley  stayed  a  few  years. 

Section  14.  Here  we  find  W  illiam  P.  Rhodes  again.  He  had  a  h<:)ine- 
stead  and  a  tree  claim.  He  put  in  a  few  years  of  his  time  in  cultivating  the 
trees  on  his  tree  cl.iim  after  lie  uiu\  ed  to  Sihle\ .  IvcuIk  u  C\:\rk  remamed 
.several  years  and  finally  returned  to  Illinois.  \\  illiam  Vahn  remained  on 
his  claim  through  the  grasshopper  times  and  several  years  later.  Finally  he 
moved  to  Bigelow,  Minnesota,  and  operated  a  threshing  machine  several 
years.   He  died  many  years  ago.    Kmanuel  .\'ix  was  a  transient. 

Section  18  was  taken  I)y  l".  A.  I'ra/ier.  W  illiam  R.  Rood.  J.  K.  Shaw, 
C.  11.  Smith  and  William  Buyer.  Mr.  Shaw  now  lives  in  Bigelow.  Minne- 
sota. Frazier  and  Rootl  were  '  Hitters."  Smith  and  Boycr  are  both  reported 
dead. 

Seaion  20.  Aldon  B.  Willy;  DeForrest  D.  Bennett,  who  now  lives  in 
southern  California;  H.  R.  Fenton  and  Benjamin  F.  Tabler  both  died  quite 
a  number  of  years  ago. 

Section  jj.  William  X.  Bon.  Will  Thomas,  J.  G.  Miller.  Elizabeth 
Thomas  and  Ji^hn  H.  A.  Thomas.  The  Thomases  and  Millers  later  moved 
to  Sibley.  Will  Thomas  was  clerk  of  the  district  court  several  terms.  He 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Osceola  County 
I-armers  Mutual  Fire  and  Lightning  .Association,  which  has  been  in  success- 
ful operation  many  years.  Mr.  Thomas  has  lyeen  the  secretary  of  this  as- 
sociation since  its  orj;atiization.  and  much  of  its  marked  success  is  due  to  his 
able  and  careful  management.  John  Thomas  learned  the  drug  business 
with  his  brother-in-law,  W.  R.  Lawrence,  a  druggist  of  Sibley,  and  later 
moved  to  Nebraska,  where  he  still  li\es. 

Section  24.  Daniel  J.  dates.  .Samuel  J.  Bowor.  Isaac  .Sprecher  and 
Samuel  S<'hultz.  The>c  were  all  <.;o(h1  and  well-known  men  but  did  not  re- 
main Icjng  enoiti,di  to  reap  the  benefit  they  ought  to  have  received  by  reason 
of  their  struggles  through  the  worst  of  the  hard  times. 
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Section  26.  William  K.  Bull  soon  moved  to  Sibley  and  later  back  east 
to  his  old  home,  where  he  died  a       years  ago.  William  P.  Hawhurst  spent 

most  nt  bis  time  in  Sibley,  where  he  was  editor  <<i  the  Cd-i-rttc  many  years 
and  laliT  clerk  <<i  c<  urts  se\eral  terms,  lie  \va>  a  careful  and  painstaking 
man.  lit-  died  a  few  years  ago.  William  X.  Lee  is  now  living  in  Sibley. 
John  Klampe  died  many  years  ago.  Elizabeth  Davies  is  still  alive. 

Section  38.  William  J.  Delworth,  Randall  Kinnie,  Giarles  W.  Fenton 
and  William  F.  Herbert.  Mr.  Herbert,  at  last  report,  lived  in  the  state  of 
W'ashinfjton.    Roln-rt      F.akin  i?;  now  a  business  man  in  Sibley. 

Section  .^o.  i-hniael  ( iarthier's  place  i>\  abode  is  unknown.  Charles 
W.  Wyllys  was  for  many  years  un  the  board  of  sujwrvisors  and  was  an  able 
and  painstaking  officer.  Some  years  ago  he  moved  to  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington, where  Ik  died  of  heart  failure  in  1905.  His  daughter  visited  in  Sib- 
ley during  the  fall  of  1913.  W  illiam  11.  Cooper  moved  to  Sibley  and  died 
manv  vears  aj(o.  The  history  of  Sophia  Oleson  and  Ciust  Swanson  is  un- 
known. Daniel  S.  Shell,  who  was  the  first  liveryman  of  Sibley,  according 
to  lust  reports,  is  livinji  in  Portland.  Oregon. 

Section  32.  George  F.  Towner.  Oscar  Dunton.  Thomas  J.  Cutshall, 
Sanborn  J.  Cnim,  Carlos  P.  Reynolds  and  Aaron  H.  Gark.  Soon  after  the 
grafting  of  the  first  board  of  supf.rvi^ors  Mr.  Dunton  was  elected  to  the 
board  and  served  several  tenn-^  with  ,il)ilily  and  honor.  He  did  nnich  to 
reduce  the  practice  of  the  board  to  a  useful  and  economical  basis.  Mr. 
Reynolds  also  served  on  the  board  with  credit  and  honor.  He  is  now  li\  ing 
in  comfort  on  an  eighty-acre  farm  joining  SiUey,  for  which  he  has  refused 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  Holman 
township  trustees. 

Section  ,?|.  Dcwitt  C.  Hlacker.  John  FieM.  Jaci»b  Scliuck.  Joim  Oonk 
and  Allen  Cloud.  So  far  as  known  all  these  tir.si  .settlers  of  this  section  are 
dead. 

Section  36.   Charles  A.  Kirkpatrick.  Samuel  J.  Lyons.  Henrich  Moeller 

and  August  Jarr  are  all  supposed  to  be  dead. 

AmonfT  the  later  farmers  who  came  into  this  township  is  To<e])b  Raine. 
who  bf>ui[,dit  the  two-lnin<lre(!-and-forty-acre  farm  of  C  .  I'.  Reynolds,  lie 
tirsi  came  into  this  county  ami  rented  a  farm  in  \'iola  town.ship  and.  after 
saving  a  little  money,  bought  the  Reynolds  farm,  largely  on  time,  paying 
thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  acre.  It  was 
(juite  generally  Ixrlieved  he  would  lose  bis  meagre  savings  in  a  few  years.  But 
he  kept  up  his  interest  and  gradually  paid  oflf  the  principal  until  he  was  en- 
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tirc-ly  out  .if  delit.  \'o\v  lie  owns  a  fine  farm  and  is  mie  of  tlic  indcpi'iident 
fanners  of  ()sct-i»la  county.  Hi-;  is  a  fair  exam|)lc  of  tho  |>o--ihilitics  of 
farming  in  this  county.  Indiislry.  economy  and  thrift  have  Ix-cn  tlie  secret 
of  his  success. 

Herman  Hack  bought  and  settled  in  this  township  about  1894  and 

proved  to  l)c  an  excellent  farmer.  He  entered  into  ;,H'neral  famiinji  ex- 
tensively and  was  niakint,'  money  when  lie  was  accidentally  killed  on  the 
railroad  cri»ssin},'  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Iowa  and  MinneM>ta  >tatc 
line.  He  was  driving  his  autuniobilc  and  it  is  a  mystery  to  his  family  ami 
friends  how  a  bright,  alert  man  as  he  was  could  get  trapped  as  he  did.  This 
crossing  is  in  a  level,  open  country  where  both  highway  and  railroad  are 
visiUe  for  a  loiitr  distance.  His  widow  and  family  remain  on  the  farm  and 
manage  it.  Mr.  Hach  served  on  the  hoard  of  siipervi.sors  several  years  and 
was  nominated  on  the  DenuKratic  ticket  for  state  representative,  and  al- 
though he  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket,  he  was  defeated  at  the  polls  by  a  small 
majority. 

Dirk  G.  Gronewald  bought  on  section  18  in  1901  and  is  one  of  Wilson's 
progressive  farmers  and  is  making  good.    George  Attig  bought  on  section 

30  in  i";oj  and  h:{<  one  of  the  finest  improved  fanns  in  the  rounly.  with  ex- 
tensive modern  buildings.  B.  C  Hark  bought  on  section  jy  in  1895  and 
pr(.'spered  so  well  tliat  a  few  years  ago  he  retired  with  a  competence  and  is 
now  living  in  Sibley  and  taking  life  easy  in  his  comfortable  home. 

H.  Horstmann  came  in  1895  and  settled  on  section  jj  and  has  a  fine 
half  section  of  land.  When  he  look  this  farm  in  hand  it  had  l>een  i>wrly 
farmed  for  several  years  and  was  in  poor  condition.  However.  Mr.  Horst- 
mann and  his  family  took  hold  in  earnest  and  in  a  lew  years  demonstrated 
what  good  cultivation  wilt  accomplish  on  Osceola  county  land.  Of  late  years 
he  and  his  family  have  made  their  home  in  Sibley. 

Nearly  all  the  first  settlers  of  Wilson  township  were  .\mericans  and 
manv  of  them  were  veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  Owintj  to  the  w  i-^e  manage- 
ment of  it.^  leadint:  men.  Ihoinas.  Reynolds.  Duiiton.  l-.akin  and  others, 
Wilson  township  tinances  have  always  been  in  gocKl  shape,  and  in  the  early 
day  its  taxes  were  generally  the  lowest  in  the  county. 

This  township  has  a  German  church  located  on  section  30.  The  town- 
ship supports  six  public  schools.  The  pre>ent  trustees  are  William  B.  Wid- 
man.  D  <'t.  (ironewald  and  C.  A.  Kepka,  with  Joseph  Raine  as  clerk  and 
William  Kepka  as  asses.«or. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ONE  OF  THK  l>AST  HOMKSTKAD  HIILDINUS  IN  OSCKOI.A  COrXTY.  BUILT  IX 

1S71.  ONE  MILK  KAST  OF  SIllLKV 


Google 


CHAPTER  III. 


CITIES  AND  TOWNS 


SIBLSy> 

Sibley  \va>  the  first  town  in  Osceola  cuiinty,  allhoiii;h  Shaw's  store  was 
moved  to  Ashioii  about  the  same  time.  John  L.  Robinson  built  the  first 
house  in  Sibley.  H.  K.  Rogers  was  the  first  merchant  and  H.  L.  Emmert 
was  the  first  banker.  Mr.  Rogers  made  a  small  fortwie  in  the  mercantile 
business  here,  and  later  moved  to  California,  where  he  now  resides.  Mr. 
Kmmert  lost  evcrythinsj  in  the  sjre.it  Chicago  fire  of  187 1.  He  borrowed  a 
little  nirmey,  came  to  Sibley  in  1S73  ;m(l  started  a  bank.  ('.  1.  ilill  was  as- 
sociated with  him  a  short  time.  He  later  organized  the  i-irst  National  Bank, 
sold  some  stock,  but  retained  the  controlling  interest  himself.  This  bank 
has  always  been  one  of  the  most  substantial  financial  institutions  of  north- 
western Iowa.  Its  present  officers  are  II.  I..  Emmert.  ])resident;  W.  T. 
Steiner.  vice-jiresident :  I.  I-'red  .Matlert.  cashier.  Mr.  I-.inmert  is  now  a 
tnulti-niillionaire.  and  lives  in  \\  innii)eg.  Canada,  where  he  has  multiplied 
his  fortune  several  tinic-s.  Mr.  Steiner  is  the  local  manager  of  the  Emmert 
interests  in  and  about  Sibley,  and  Mr.  Mattert  manages  the  bank. 

The  furniture  store  of  M.  D.  Harberts,  in  the  brick  building  west  of  the 
bank,  belongs  to  Dr.  W.  R.  Lawrence,  and  stands  where  the  old  frame  drug 
store  stood,  in  which  I)(X"tor  Lawrence  cotKhuteil  his  drug  business  many 
years.  Next  is  the  old  frame  store  which  was  built  by  C  M.  Bro<iks,  first 
clerk  of  courts  of  this  county.  This  building  is  now  vacant,  preparatory  to 
being  replaced  by  a  brick  block.  Next  to  the  west  is  the  old  First  National 
Bank  site,  where  the  first  brick  building  in  Sibley  stood,  used  many  years 
by  the  Emmert  bank.  Next  is  the  Meader  hardware  building,  now  occu- 
pied by  Cajai"''-  Itr  ^thcrs  as  a  general  hardware  store.  Then  comes  the 
Parker  drug  store.  \\  .  I..  Tarker  was  one  of  the  early-day  druggists  of 
Sibley.  He  died  a  few  years  ago  and  the  business  is  now  Iteing  successfully 
conducted  by  his  only  son,  C.  £.  Parker.  Next  stands  the  grocer>'  store  of 
Albert  Romey,  a  homesteader  in  Goewey  township.  He  moved  to  Sibley  in 
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the  early  clays  and.  with  tlic  exception  uf  eight  years  ai>  postmaster,  has  been 
in  bttsiness  continuously  since  he  came  to  town.  Next  is  the  Osceola  House, 
owned  and  managed  by  J.  \V.  Htckok.  This  is  the  site  of  the  old  Stiles 
hotel,  whtre  so  much  t*arl\'  hist<iry  was  iiicul)ati'<l.  Mr.  Ilicl«ik  and  wife 
ha\  e  been  here  about  thirt\'  \iars.  and  have  enlarged  the  house  in  order  to 
keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  tlie  town. 

Next  comes  what  was  for  many  years  known  as  the  Brown  and 
Chambers  comer  store,  managed  a  long  time  by  C.  E.  Brown  and  W.  H. 
rhaniln  rs,  under  the  firm  name  of  Brown  &  Chambers,  both  now  dead.  The 
bi;;  St- ire  is  miw  conducted  I)\  llie  P.rown  brothers,  under  the  firm  n.im:*  of 
C.  K.  Brown  iJt  Sons.  acro>s  the  street  In  the  south  is  the  Grol  man 

block,  the  west  room  of  winch  was  ocaipicd  by  a  general  stock,  w  hich  was 
dosed  out  in  19 13  by  C.  W.  Beeler.  of  Harris,  who  had  purcha.sed  it.  In  the 
second  room  is  a  moving  picture  show,  operated  by  Port  Wilbem.  The  third 
room  is  occupied  by  j.  C.  Differding  as  a  liamess  shop  and  -tore.  In  the  last 
room  is  a  small  stock  of  notions,  owned  by  Mrs.  Cook.  .Next  east  of  the 
Grohman  block  is  the  new  j^araije.  iu>t  completed  by  1"..  S.  Robertson.  Fol- 
lowing to  the  east  is  the  bakery  ami  rcstanrani.  and  then  the  Gazette  office. 
The  Gasette  is  owned  and  edited  by  W.  W.  Overhdser.  It  is  the  oldest 
paper  in  the  county  and  is  one  of  the  official  papers.  In  politics  it  has  always 

been  Rejuiljlican. 

Xext  is  the  Barclay  l>lock,  the  t'irst  room  of  which  is  occuijied  by  the 
clothint;  d.i'partment  of  C.  IC.  I'rown  il-  Sons.  In  the  next  riHim  east  is  Mrs. 
(lill's  millinery  store,  and  next  is  Searls'  jewelry  .store.  I  hen,  in  the  O.  J. 
Dark  building,  is  the  barber  shop  of  Ed.  McManus.  Xext.  on  the  comer, 
is  the  Sibley  State  Bank,  of  which  .Frank  Kennedy  is  president;  A.  W. 
McCallum,  vice-president,  and  C.  H.  Royce.  cashier.  This  bank  has  a  good 
boanl  of  directors  atid  is  a  si  rone  or<^'anization,  doin^  a  clean  and  safe  bank- 
ing business.  This  bank  was  started  l)y  ("line  WnW  and  J.  T.  Barclay,  who 
also  had  the  sale  of  the  railroad  lands,  and  ci»nse<juently  the  land  business 
was  an  important  feature  with  this  bank  in  the  early  days.  Crossing  the 
street  to  the  east  is  found  H.  Walton's  furniture  store  and  undertaking  estab- 
lishment. Then  follows  in  turn  a  cleaning  and  pressing  room,  a  .shoe  shop 
and  C!int<in  Huihon's  citiar  store  and  lunch  counter.  Xext  is  the  harness 
shop  of  T.  I'.  IVel.  followed  1)y  Robert  Richardson's  meat  market.  Mr. 
Richardson  has  conducted  a  meat  market  in  Sibley  nnjre  than  forty  years. 
Then  comes  the  Italian  fruit  and  candy  store.  That  brings  the  public  square 
around  to  the  Central  block,  in  the  first  room  of  which  is  the  Sibley  post- 
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ofiicv  and  ("iCdrj^f  HmMiT  '^  news  stand.  In  tin-  second  room  is  tin-  dnig 
rrx-ni  is  found  the  Sil)lvs-  Dry  (IimhIs  Company,  oi  wliicli  C.  K.  Hanclu-ti  is 
manager.  Mr.  Hanclicti  cainc  here  as  a  school  teacher  an«l  eventually  be- 
came a  merchant.  Fol towing  this  comes  £.  M.  Taytor,  the  i)opnlar  cIothMr. 
Mr.  Taytor  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having  lived  here  from  boyhood  and 
married  an  Osceola  county  i^irl.  Then  comes  Hoeck  &  Richardson's  grocery 
store  on  the  comer,  and  still  in  Central  block. 

<  rossinqf  the  street  t<i  the  east  is  found  Pulsclier  iS:  l*lyler's  farm  itii- 
plenient  business.  Cro.ssing  the  .street  north  and  west  is  found  Mr.  Gould's 
new  and  up-to-date  bakery.  The  next  place  of  business  is  Mr.  Deitrich's 
photograph  gallery.  Mr.  Deitrich  is  the  present  mayor  of  Sibley.  On  the 
west  is  the  .\cadeniy  of  Mustc,  owned  by  _f.  S.  Otmpbell.  in  the  east  room  of 
which  is  Fniil  r<at'--  i,'ri>cery  >;tore.  In  the  1»asenient  under  this  store  is  Ken 
Durfee,  the  ])lunil)er  In  the  we^-t  room  and  ba^-enient  is  J.  J.  Rllerbroek  s 
"Ka.sh  Savin  Stor.  '  In  the  second  story  of  this  building  is  the  opera  house, 
managed  by  Dixon  &  Ellerbroek.  In  the  next  building  is  Madison  Brothers' 
hardware  store.  On  the  comer  is  the  Evans'  Mercantile  Company,  with  a 
general  stock  of  merchandise.  On  the  north  is  John  Johannes'  cream  sta- 
tion. an<l  across  the  alley  is  the  Trihtinc  office.  The  biiildinii  is  owned  bv  |. 
S.  Camplu'll.  and  l!ie  Tribitnc  is  owned  and  manaf^ed  by  J.  H.  Hahnc  &  .'^on. 
The  Trihnnc  is  an  old  and  well  established  pajwr.  I'ormerly  it  was 
all  things  to  all  men.  At  present  it  is  Democratic  in  politics,  edited  by  a  Ufe> 
long  Republican  and  well  edited.  Few  old-time  Republicans  could  handle 
Democratic  issues  so  well  and  with  such  apparent  sincerity.  Across  the 
street,  on  the  corner,  is  A.  Morton,  with  his  jjarajje. 

.\round  the  corner  smith,  and  in  the  same  builtling  as  the  Sibley  Stale 
Bank,  is  the  lt)wa  Investment  Company,  managed  by  1".  S.  Redmond  and  A. 
C  Winterfield.  In  the  next  building  south  is  the  Fitzsimmons  pool  hall, 
lunch  counter  and  agar  stands.  .Across  the  alley  farther  south  is  the 
Arcnd  block,  in  the  north  room  of  whicli  is  the  saloon  of  W.  H.  Peterson.  an<l 
in  the  sonth  room  a  qtu'ck-meal  restaurant  and  lunch  coimter.  On  the  next 
I)lock  -Miith  is  the  bi.ij  feed  barn,  where  seventy  to  eij^hty  teams  can  drive  in 
and  Ik-  cared  for  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night,  (  "rossing  to  the  east  siile 
of  the  street  is  found  the  three-story  Windsor  hotel,  owned  and  conducted  by 
C.  A.  Windsor.  Next  north  is  the  Joe  Gill  livery  bam,  converted  into  a  livery 
and  auto  garage.  C(vn<h;<ted  by  Mr.  Wachtel,  South  from  the  Grohman 
Uock  is  (ieorj^'e  .Marshall's  blacksmith  and  :iul><  rejiair  simp. 

On  the  next  bl(Kk  south  is  Frank  Cram,  the  county  bridge  builder  and 
hou.<ie  mover,  and  across  the  street  west  is  John  Werkheirer's  blacksmith  and 
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wagon  rci)air  shop,  and  near  by  is  the  Sibley  creamery,  and  farmers'  elevator, 
which  handles  grain,  coal  and  feed.    Farther  north,  on  the  Omaha  side 

track,  are  the  stock  yards,  followed  by  the  L.  B.  Spracher  grain  elevator  and 
coal  sheds.  Still  farther  north  is  the  I'.nnvii  elevator,  now  owiie<l  by 
SprailuT  (S:  W  heeler.  L'ast  of  this  is  the  Shell  LiimU-r  ("Mini):iny,  Mr  Shell, 
the  senior  menibcr  of  this  tirnt,  was  one  of  the  tirsi  hmiber  merchants  of 
Sibley,  having  been  here  continuously  for  over  forty  years.  North  of  the 
Shell  Lumber  Company  is  the  Lampert  Lumber  Company.  To  the  east,  on 
North  street  and  the  alley,  is  W.  L.  Mitchell,  with  farm  implements,  buggies 
and  farm  wagons     Dn  the  same  block  is  Mrs.  (iardner's  millinery  store. 

In  many  of  the  two-story  buildings  are  otlices  occupied  by  nu-n  i.f 
various  professions.  The  lawyers  are  njcnti  ^iud  in  the  clupter  on  the  legal 
fraternity  and  the  doctors  in  the  medical  chapter.  Dr.  M.  M.  Trainer  has 
an  office  in  Central  block  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Harvey  holds  fcnth  in  the  Bar- 
clay block.  The  late  \V.  J.  Miller,  justice  of  the  peace  and  general  broker, 
also  had  hi^  ofhce  in  the  I'arclay  block.  W  ,  W.  Turnbull.  laud  airciit.  has 
his  office  in  the  Cnicettr  building.  Mr.  Hunt  has  a  blacksmith  shop  across 
the  street  from  the  Central  block. 

The  Sibley  Cement  Works,  owned  principally  by  the  Shell  Lumber  Com- 
pany and  managed  by  Charles  Anderson,  is  located  in  East  Sibley,  and  is 
doing  an  extensive  business,  empb^ying  a  number  of  men  the  year  round. 
The  carpenters  and  bui]ikr->  are  \V.  II.  Sutcr,  IMward  I'.raud.  Andrew  ("ul- 
ver,  Frank  dross  and  Mr,  I  Ii  iiiImiii.  The  [»auUers  and  decurators  are  l-'.lnu  r 
Stamm,  S.  A.  Brand  and  W  illiam  I'liiman.  Sanders  &  Lutternian  own  .md 
operate  the  Rome  Steam  Laundry.  Ira  Fox  owns  and  operates  the  Sibley 
dray  line.  C.  B.  Morrison  has  recently  started  another  dray  line.  \V.  B. 
Winney  is  constable  and  conducts  a  livery  stable  and  occupies  a  section  of 
the  big  feed  barn.  W  illiam  Schroeder  has  a  team  of  hfirses  and  an  automo* 
ble  lor  livcrv.    Robert  Dove  runs  an  auti )Uii >bile  a->  a  li\ery. 

The  city  has  a  .sewerage  sy.stcm,  gas  for  ligluing.  water  works,  and  has 
recently  voted,  by  a  large  majority,  to  install  an  electric  lighting  system 
The  city  has  a  town  hall,  in  which  is  a  lockup  for  the  disorderlies,  as  well  as 
the  fire  fighting  apparatus.  The  city  sustains  a  free  public  library,  well 
equipped  with  books.  The  buiMing  !<  commodious  and  was  donated  by  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  post.  The  Sibley  Hospital  is  located  at  the 
northeast  part  of  town  and  is  under  the  management  and  control  of  Dr.  F.  S. 
Hot^h,  and  receives  considerable  patronage.  Mrs.  Julia  McColm  is  the  head 
nurse  in  the  hospital. 
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The  present  cit\  ortlccrs  are  tin  t(il!i>\vs:  Genrije  1".  Dietrick,  mayor: 
r.  W.  Mrown,  C.  Iv  Tarker.  Henry  Pnlselier,  F.  M.  Taylor  and  \v'  T. 
Stiencr,  councilnien:  (  )-<car  Meyers,  clerk:  Alhert  Rnniey.  assessor.  John 
Worden,  a  veteran  of  the  C  ivil  W  ar,  is  marshal,  and  Albert  Dittoo  is  night 
watctunan.  W.  H.  Giase  is  street  commissioner. 

ASHTON. 

The  land  department  of  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company 
bid  out  the  town  of  Ashton  in  1872.  It  was  first  called  St.  Gilman,  but  in 

i88j  lu  name  was  changed  to  Ashton.  The  ti>\vn  has  a  fine  locati<Mi  on  the 
west  side  of  Otter  creek.  The  f^ronnd  ^^radnally  rises  until  it  reaches  quite 
an  elevation,  on  top  of  which  'itaiid-  the  larjje  Roman  Catholic  chttrch  and 
school.  Ashton  is  a  thrifty  town  surrounded  by  territory  that  for  productive 
soil  is  unexceNed  in  the  state.  There  are  no  more  thrifty  class  of  farmers 
anywhere  than  those  tribittary  to  the  town  of  Ashton. 

The  first  building  placed  on  the  town  site  was  moved  there  by  T.  J. 
Shaw  and  still  stands  and  is  used  as  a  pool  room  and  lunch  counter,  ^^r. 
Shaw  first  erected  this  store  building;  on  section  3.2.  in  dilman  township,  lie- 
fore  the  town  of  Ashton  was  laid  out.  Mr.  Shaw  left  Osceola  county  in 
1888  and  moved  to  Oregon,  where  he  is  reported  to  have  died  a  few  years 
agOb  The  next  building  to  be  erected  was  a  warehouse  in  1873  by  Brown  & 
Roundsville.  Then  followed  a  blacksmith  shop,  run  by  Charles  Miller,  who 
sold  to  John  Lee,  and  in  1878  Lee  sold  to  I.  B.  LiTcas.  who  continued  the 
business  about  as  lon^  as  he  was  able  to  work.  Mr.  l.ncas  was  always  a 
prominent  man  and  took  jjreat  interest  in  all  public  atifairs  until  the  lime  of 
his  death.  Soon  another  store  followed,  then  a  milliner  store  and  an  ever- 
present  saloon.  Then  followed  the  grasshopper  scourge,  when  all  business 
at  Ashton  gradually  dwindled  away.  The  storekeepers  sold  what  they  could 
and  silently  drifted  away.  The  hotel  man  had  no  custotners.  the  .saloonkeeper 
no  patrons,  millinery  f,'«K)ds  were  not  in  demand  and  no  grain  came  to  mar- 
ket ;  stagnation  was  complete. 

J.  D.  Billings  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  and  one  of  the  first 
school  oflkers.  He  later  moved  to  Shddon.  His  daughter,  Mary,  was  the 
first  child  bom  in  the  town. 

In  1883  Nick  Boor  moved  to  town  and  opened  up  a  grain,  coal  and 
lumfx^r  business.  .About  the  same  time  A.  and  C.  W.  Patterson  (  father  and 
son)  came  and  brought  some  money,  which  they  commcntctl  to  loan.  This 
loan  business  developed  into  the  Bank  of  Ashton,  which  was  always  a  help 
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to  the  town.  A.  Patlerstni  is  now  dead  aiul  G.  \\ .  i'atlerson  is  in  W  urih- 
ington,  Minnesota.  From  this  time  the  town  has  continued  to  grow  and 
prosper,  until  now  it  is  thrifty  and  prosperous. 

I  In  \Miton  State  l'>aiik.  with  \V.  L.  Benjamin  as  president  and  prin- 
cipal .Nt.»ckli«i!rk-r.  am!  R.  M.  \'a|)])eii  cashirr.  tliirty-five  thousand 
dollars  paid-u])  <-,-iiJital  and  i>  doin^^  a  safe  and  profitahK-  hii»imv-.>.  It  is  one 
ol  llie  sound  ilnancial  institutions  ot  the  county.  Anionif  tiic  coinnicrcial  and 
mercantile  establishments  are  Xtck  Klees,  harness  shop:  Angie  Melcher. 
milliner  shop;  Frank  Holmes,  meat  market;  Aykens  &  DeBoer,  general  mer- 
chandi^  :  Dries  &  Krognian,  implements;  Simeon  Miller,  cream,  ivmltry 
and  junk,  and  S.  J.  (lallagher.  s^arafje  and  aiilo  liv  ery.  I  '  |.  ( iallat^lier  is  the 
dentist  and  [.  M.  ("adwallader  i>  the  unlv  physician  and  surgeon.  The  lli>lel 
Ashlun  is  managed  l)y  Mr.  Adani>.  i  his  ii(»tel  has  had  a  hard  exiKinence. 
there  being  scarcely  patronage  enough  to  maintain  as  good  a  house  as  is 
demanded.  Mr.  Adams  is  striving  to  keep  a  hou.se  that  will  meet  the  re- 
quirements and  it  is  hoped  by  the  inhabitants  «if  the  town  tliat  it  ma\  prove 
a  financial  success,  j.  II,  ( ".artnicli.iel.  <lnii;iiist  and  phann;ici<l.  is  one  of  the 
sulistantial  men  of  the  town.  Jake  Keul  niii>  a  p-ml  hall  and  liilliard  parlor. 
George  liathen  is  a  merdiani.  \i.  .\.  lial/ell  operates  a  harlnrr  shop.  Tlie 
moving  picture  industry  has  a  room  on  the  main  street.  .\  new  brick  block  is 
occupied  by  Ed.  Gaster.  postmaster  and  a  meat  market.  The  grains  and  coal 
business  is  conducted  by  A.  Streit.  Val.  Dries  is  the  stock  buyer.  Xorth  of 
the  dejKit  i--  the  I'armers  Flevator.  n>anaj;ed  hy  R.  (".  N'ajipen.  l^hn  Jackley 
has  a  e;araL;e  aiitl  anio  liwry.  Jolni  johanties  has  a  hardware  store.  Win- 
chell  vK:  liotinian  run  a  pool  hall  and  lunch  coiuiter.  l-rank  Jackley.  a  general 
Store.  Charles  Seivert  has  a  furniture  .store,  and  .\nton  Hintgen  a  clothing 
store.  William  M.  Busch  is  the  rural  mail  carrier.  John  DeGroot  and 
Elmer  DeN'ries  are  draymen.  Gustavus  Ehlers  conducts  the  cream  station. 
There  is  also  the  U'^iial  niim')er  oj  masons,  painters  and  i)a|)er  hanirers. 

The  public  scl>oi>ls  and  churches  will  be  mentioned  in  the  prt)per  chap- 
ters. 

The  city  officials  at  present  are  as  follows:  Mayor,  J.  E.  Townsend; 
clerk,  J.  W.  Qark:  councilmen.  W.  L.  Benjamin,  R.  M.  Yappen.  Joe  Reis. 
A.  Streit  and  Charles  King:  treasurer.  R.  C.  Yappen. 

HARRIS. 

Soon  after  the  liurlington.  C'c<lar  Rapid>  &  Xorthem  Railroad  was 
constructed  through  this  coimty,  A.  \V.  Harris  and  Philip  Proper  bought 
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several  acres  of  land  aiul  plattLil  it  into  hA<  in  1889  called  it  Harris.  Th« 
railroad  promptly  csialilislud  a  -tat ion  tlicre. 

D.  A.  W.  Perkins,  in  his  lli>lory  of  Osceola  Lounly.  pulilislicd  189J, 
says :  "This  is  a  station  on  the  Burlington.  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
road, on  the  eastern  side  of  the  county.  .At  i>resent  it  docs  not  claim  to  be 
metrnpolitan,  but  expects  .some  time  in  the  future  t<^  aopiire  prominence  as 
one  of  tin-  towns  in  the  <-<ninty.  It  is  well  looatitl  and  when  the  country 
around  it  becomes  inoic  settled  the  t<iwn  will  t^mw  correspondinj^ly.  It 
has  one  general  store,  managed  hy  Kulus  'r<.>wnsentl,  who  is  also  poslmaster. 
and  the  store  has  a  good  trade.  M.  B.  Smith  has  a  lumber  yard  and  a  har- 
ness shop.  J.  Ryckman  nms  a  coal  yard  and  John  Watlin^  is  the  black- 
smith. The  station  aj^cnt  is  Homer  Richards,  and  Frank  P.  Burley  is  a 
decorative  painter.  This  ahunt  ciniprist-s  the  Inisiness  interests  of  Harris, 
and  no  doubt  the  historian  ten  years  from  ni>w  w  ill  be  able  to  make  an  ex- 
tensive record  which  will  come  from  its  future  growth." 

This  town  of  Harris  organiml  a  city  government  during  the  spring  of 
1898,  with  George  W.  Thomas  as  mayor  and  A.  Reimers  as  clerk.  Anwrng 
the  first  connciltnen  were  A.  (".  W  interfield.  A.  T.  Winterfield  and  Fred 
Diet/,  with  A.  W.  Hurley  a-^  a>'>i--v>r  and  I.  Harris  as  city  marshal.  The 
iittlc  aty  now  has  a  population  ol  live  or  six  hundred  pe<iple,  and  with  its 
large  white  school  house,  two  neat  churches,  many  comfortable  homes  and 
business  houses,  tc^ether  with  its  many  thrifty  shade  trees,  makes  a  \'ery 
attractive  sight  and  breaks  the  monotony  of  the  once  treeless  prairie. 

The  Harris  Savinj^s  Bank  has  a  substatitial  two-story  brick  building^. 
the  second  story  of  which  is  used  for  lodtjc  rooms.  Xe.xt  to  the  bank  build- 
ing Stands  a  cement  bUnrk  building  occupietl  by  the  telephone  exchanf^e  and 
city  barber  shop.  GMnmencing  near  the  de|K>t  appears  J.  B.  Wilson's  liver>' 
bam  and  feed  stable,  followed  hy  the  Harris  Hanlware  Company,  owned 
and  managed  by  fieor.L^e  Wilson  and  I'nd  Geronsin.  Xext  to  that  is  a  res- 
taurant, operated  by  IVcd  Sihladt.  the  nal  estate  otfict-  of  fl.  ('.  Harris,  the 
fieneral  store  •<{  I '.  \\  .  r.icUT  and  tin.'  barl)er  shop  of  I'n-d  l.owrev.  .Mr. 
Lowrey  < 'pencil  a  kirber  shop  here  ftoon  after  the  town  was  started,  coining 
from  Sibley,  and  by  thrift  and  industry  has  acquired  a  comfortable  home 
and  the  shop  in  which  he  operates.  He  has  the  finest  and  best  e(|uipped 
barber  .^h<fp  in  the  county,  thii-  demonstrating  what  Steady  mdiisiry  will 
acTomplish.  Then  follows  tlie  tiUplionv  (.xchanfre.  manajjed  by  (  ).  I".  {'u7, 
with  about  seventy-live  town  and  one  hundred  and  tweiuy-tive  rural  sul>- 
scribers. 

The  Harris  Savings  Bank,  with  G.  W.  Moeller  as  cashier,  is  doing  a 
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safe  bankinj,'  business,  writes  insurance  and  nej^otiates  farm  loans.  R.  J. 
Robertson,  a  real  estate  dealer,  lias  oltires  in  the  hank  Iniildinji.  He  is  also 
an  extensive  land  owner.  He  also  negotiates  farm  loans  and  writes  town 
and  farm  insurance.  Dr.  C.  C.  Cady  is  a  general  practitioner  and  has  an 
extensive  practice.  A.  W.  Burley  has  a  Uacksmith  shop  and  also  conducts 
an  automobile  business  and  }^ara,e;e.  ficorpe  Piowcrs  handles  farm  imple- 
ments. J.  hii  I'.urrous  has  a  I)lacksmitb  <h'i]>.  F.  W.  Hill,  dru.ejgist  and 
pliarniacist,  keeps  a  general  stock  of  drugs.  He  also  lias  a  soda  fountain 
and  dispenses  soft  drinks  and  ice  cream  in  season. 

J.  I.  Dobbin  is  postmaster  and  editor  of  the  Harm  HenUd.  The  meat 
market  is  conducted  by  Wentler  Brothers.  The  pool  room  is  owned  by  Oscar 
Miller,  who  also  buys  and  adbtps  stock.  Mrs.  S.  Crichton  conducts  a  private 
hotel.  The  hotel  is  now  occupied  by  private  fanulies,  there  not  being  resi- 
dences enough  to  furnish  lu)mes  for  all  the  people.  Harris  needs  more 
houses  at  the  present  time.  Henry  Hentz  sells  automobiles  and  manages  a 
garage.  The  Harris  Mercantile  Company  occupies  a  large  two-story  build- 
ing on  die  comer,  with  an  extensive  stodc  of  general  merdiandise;  It  is 
managed  by  Patrick  Mahn.  H.  A.  Wiemir  is  an  implement  dealer.  Cream 
station  by  George  Wenistrum.  George  Wernstrum  conducts  a  cream  station 
and  restaurant.  A  pinjl  ri  nni  and  lunch  counter  are  operated  by  John 
Heppler.  C.  A.  Barnes,  one  of  the  early-day  merchants,  conducts  a  liard- 
ware  business.  Next  is  a  stock  of  furniture  by  C  W.  Beder. 

The  Superior  Lumber  Company  has  a  commodious  lumber  and  coal 
yard,  conducted  by  I..  J  Hagerty.  The  grain  elevator  nf  \ti(1i  r  on  &  Com- 
pany is  under  the  local  management  of  11.  I*.  Uinland.  \.  .\.  Thompson 
manages  the  Stnekdale  iH:  Dietz  elexator.  Mr.  Thompson  also  handles  town 
and  farm  property.  The  Gregg  &  Zeeman  elevator  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  A.  C.  Wettestead.  The  Standard  Oil  Company  has  a  station  here 
managed  by  George  Geroesin.  George  Blend  is  a  mason  and  F.  Blais  is  a 
contractor  and  builder.  John  Forl)es  is  a  carpenter  and  Earl  Wheeler  is  a 
painter  and  decorator.  The  Harris  Creaniery  is  doing  a  nice  business  with 
the  surrounduig  fanners.  1  hat  Harris  is  surrounded  by  a  good  farming 
country  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  during  the  year  of  1912  there  were 
shipped  from  that  station  two  hundred  and  twenty  cars  of  grain,  stock  and 
hay. 

The  present  city  government  i<  carefully  looked  after  by  competent 
officials.  \V.  W.  Smith,  a  retired  merchant,  is  mayor.  The  present  council 
is  composed  of  George  Geronesin,  George  Bauer,  Fred  W  entler,  Henry 
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Hintz  an  !  \  W.  Bttiiey.   L.  J.  Hagerty  is  clerk  and  Clint  Greg»>ry  is  city 

marshal.  I  hiis  Harris  is  putting  on  city  airs  with  a  street  fair  ami  oariiixal 
after  harvest  each  year.  Harris  has  two  churches.  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
German  Lutheran,  both  of  which  arc  discussed  in  the  chapter  on  churches. 

OCBBYBDAN. 

The  town  of  Ocheyedan  was  started  m  the  early  fall  of  1884,  after  the 
coming  of  the  Burhngton,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad.  The  first 
building  of  the  town  was  a  temporary  affair  for  the  use  of  James  Wood 

uhile  a  more  substantial  stnictiirt  was  being  erected.  James  Wood,  Charles 
WoodwiTth.  William  Smith.  Xont  Mrothers  and  I..  U.  Boyd  were  on  the 
ground  in  the  tall  of  1KS4  with  stores  of  jT^cneral  merchandise.  During  the 
same  fall  Dr.  C.  Teal  put  up  a  building  and  (Kcupied  it  with  a  stock  of  drugs 
and  at  the  same  time  practiced  medicme. 

Thus  was  the  beginning  of  a  clean  and  enterprising  little  city.  It  has 
a  beautiful  location  on  a  high  ridge,  wliich  affords  good  natural  drainage. 
It  lias  well  graded  streets,  substantial  lirick  blocks  and  an  excelUiit  hif^h 
school.  It  owns  its  water  s\  stem  and  ha--  a  volunteer  tire  department.  It 
has  fine  shade  trees  ali*ng  the  streets  and  in  the  yards,  beautiful  lawns  and 
as  good  residences  as  can  be  found  in  towns  of  larger  population.  It  has 
two  strong  banks  and  several  stores  in  brick  buildings.  It  looks  as  one  ap- 
proaclic-  it  like  a  reads  -made  city  set  on  a  hill. 

Instead  of  the  lew  business  hou'^e>,  as  in  i«SX4.  it  now  has  the  follow- 
ing: The  P.aiik  of  ( )(  lu  yedati.  under  tlie  etticieut  management  of  James 
Porter,  president;  \\  illiam  M.  Rolh.  cashier,  and  Charles  .Morton,  assistant 
cashier.  It  does  a  general  banking  business  and  negotiates  farm  loans.  The 
postoffice  is  held  by  Mrs.  Underwood.  Mr.  Underwood,  who  edited  the 
Ocheycdan  Press  for  many  years,  was  postmaster  imtil  the  time  of  his  death, 
a  few  rears  ago.  when  Mrs.  L'nderwood  \v:is  ajipointed  to  take  her  hus- 
band's place.  It  is  understood  that  J.  15.  C  uUender  is  to  succeed  .Mrs.  l'n- 
derwood at  the  expiration  of  her  term.  The  Ocheyedan  Press  is  now  man- 
aged and  edited  by  E.  E.  Roland.  M.  S.  Gole  has  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise and  millinery  goods.  C.  A.  Cook  is  the  popular  dru^ist  and  phar- 
macist -Mbert  Fritz  nms  a  general  butcher  shop.  Alesen  Brothers  arc 
clothiers  The  town  has  two  crcatn  'Stations  which  are  well  patronized  by  the 
farmers.  I'red  Meyers  is  a  blacksmith.  Furniture  and  undertaking  wants 
are  supplied  by  William  .Marshall.  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hamilton  runs  a  raquet 
store.   Philip  Qeveland  has  a  hotel  and  restaurant    Metz  is  the  barber. 
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Peter  Graves  operates  a  hold  ami  restaurant  dcoruL'  DelVies  riiii>  the 
saloon.  The  I  larris  Auto  Company  is  managed  by  Stalily  &  Son.  I  he  Por- 
ter Company  is  managed  by  J.  X.  Kuntz.  Slade  &  Shuttleworth  also  run  a 
lumber  yard.  Mr.  Slade  is  the  locfil  man.  while  Mr.  Shuttleworth  resides  in 
Sihle\  .  The  Fanners  Elevator  Company  is  managed  by  Fred  Bremmer. 
I'he  I-'.  \.  IJrown  X;  Cnmpany  elevator  and  tlie  Tirei,'!!  &  Zeemer  elc\at.>r  are 
well  managc<l  roiKern>.  The  stock  buyers  are  John  Ward.  I'erry  Hannel 
and  A.  C.  liowersoek.  Charles  Spencer  is  a  blacksmith.  I'rcd  Herands 
handles  wagons,  buggies  and  all  kinds  of  farm  implements.  The  livery 
bam.  formerly  managed  by  Mike  Welsh,  is  now  an  automobile  garage  and 
under  the  control  <>i'  the  Ocheycdan  .\uto  Company,  with  AUxTt  Stewart  as 
local  manajjer.  Christ  (iardnir  conducts  a  meat  market.  On  this  same  .-^idc 
hill  is  found  the  otTice  of  Dean  v\,  I'roderick,  e.\tensi\e  land  owners  and 
dealers.  In  the  same  otlicc  is  \v/.r'A  Cleveland,  who  has  Ixcn  for  many  years 
justice  of  the  peace.  Callender  Brothers  manage  a  [tool  hall.  The  Mc- 
Gowen  Mercantile  Company  occupies  the  comer  where  the  elder  McGowen. 
who  died  a  feu  years  a^o.  succeeded  Kout  Brothers,  one  of  the  <irii,'inal 
firms.  K.  J.  C.  Mcfiowen.  the  elder,  was  succeeded  by  his  sim,  lU-il  Mc- 
Gowen, who  now  condu(•t■^  the  Imsiue.-s  in  a  tuie  two-story  lirirk  Imildiujtj. 
Chris  Wassmann  runs  the  livery  ami  feed  barn.  The  Ocheyedan  .S;i\uigs 
Bank,  after  a  varied  experience  under  different  managers,  has  settled  down 
to  a  thrifty  and  careful  banking  business  under  the  efficient  management  oi 
C.  R.  Richard^  I)<<ctor  Kinney  is  the  only  dentist  of  il  .  i  wn.  C.  A.  Cook 
manaijes  the  teK]tliM!ie  e.Nchatij^'e  The  Ocheyetlan  1  lardware  ("onipany  is 
nianaf^cd  !>>  .Miller  l.'i>b!).  llanlurd  rnxluce  l"t>mpany  has  a  cream  sta- 
tion here,  managed  by  William  Xoi-hren.  l)(K-ti>rs  K.  S.  Hamilton,  Kly. 
Lass  and  White  are  the  practicing  physicians.  S.  Schmidt  is  the  harness 
maker.  Harly  Cleveland  deans  and  presses  clothes.  J.  L.  Packard  handles 
hardware  '  i-ust  .\rends  deaN  in  Iwots  and  shoes.  Mary  Graves  has  gen- 
eral merch  tudise  and  farm  imi)lements.  Frank  Graves  and  dautjhter  arc  the 
l)h<  ilui^r;!])hers.  The  I'armers  ( "o  f .perativ e  Creamery  is  manai^^e<l  by  I'rank 
l.ininer,  pre.^ulent  of  the  company.  (.  harles  Timmons  is  a  land  <lealer.  The 
Ocheyedan  npera  house  is  managed  by  the  Callender  Brothers.  A.  M.  Ran- 
dall handles  apples  direct  from  the  Ozarks.  John  Armstrong  and  wife  are 
cari)el  weavers. 

Ocheyedan  has  two  rural  mail  mutes  which  cover  tiffv  two  miles  and 
serve  two  hundreil  patrons.    The  graded  schtxjl  and  several  churdies  w  ill  be 
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mentioiifd  in  tin-  school  aiul  rlnm  h  i  li;i]ittT'v.  The  jjrcsctit  city  oflicors  are 
as  follows:  H.  E.  iJcan.  nia\i»r;  William  Koih.  Aiigiisi  Arcncls.  Qu'is 
Tifiiimms.  C.  R.  Richards  and  Bert  McGowen.  councilmen ;  Chaiies  Moi  von, 
clerk:  C.  H.  Callender,  assessor:  T.  A.  Cramer,  marshal. 

CLOVEKDALE. 

This  village  is  on  the  Gou-rie  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad,  'i'here  are  a  few  retired  farnitrs  Ii\iii^r  here.  The  school 
is  one  mile  north  of  the  villai^f.  Clovertlalc  is  located  on  tiie  sontli  line  of 
Juist  lli>linan  ami  tlu-  north  tine  of  (iiK.-wey  township,  midway  hclwecn 
Sibley  and  Melv.n,  and  is  in  the  midst  ol  a  rich  farming  territory.  W  hile 
it  is  not  putting  on  metropolitan  airs  it  is  a  \  ery  g<xxl  trading  ix>int.  The 
principal  interests  represented  are  grain,  lumber  and  merchandise.  Here 
we  find  the  I.ani]jiTt  l.umher  dimpany,  manat,H'd  f)y  George  B.  Branson, 
which  handlo  ail  kind-^  of  hnildini^  material,  coal,  wire  fence  and  t:ate>>. 
The  Davenport  l-'.lcvator  (  otnpaiiy  handles  grain,  with  William  .Shlicht  as 
manager.  Stoekdale  &  Diet/.  Company,  grain  buyers,  are  represented  by 
Fred  Hankins  as  agent.  Peter  Sherbondy  is  a  general  merchant  and  serves 
as  postmaster. 

ALLBNDORP. 

AUendorf  is  a  station  on  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago.  Ruck  island  & 
Pacific  Railroad,  midway  between  Sibley  and  Ocheyedan.  It  makes  a  very 
convenient  place  from  which  to  ship  stock  and  grain  for  that  neighlM)rIvMHl. 

I'armers  can  get  nearly  anything  they  need  at  this  town.  There  is  one  bank. 
owne<l  principally  by  (icorgc  W  .  Schee  of  I'rinighar.  C  lyde  W'heaion  is 
cashier  an«l  hxral  manager.  There  is  one  general  store,  owned  by  .McCjowen 
Coni|)an\-,  and  manage* I  In  Ra\  Williams,  who  is  also  postmaster.  There 
is  one  lumber  yard,  owned  by  Shell  Lumber  Company  of  Sibley,  and  nutn- 
agetl  l)y  C  Shuttlewortli.  Tin-re  are  two  grain  elevators,  one  of  which  is 
owned  and  managed  b\  I  I 'o  ' Mk-rick.  and  the  other  liv  I  "alciidi-r  I'rother.s. 
of  (Jcheyeilan.  I).  D.  Cjarlx^son  handles  agricultural  im|)lcincnts.  I  he 
hlack.smith  is  C.  H.  Rickabaugh,  w  hu  also  runs  a  threshing  machine  in  season. 
Rev.  O.  J.  Conway  is  pastor  of  the  United  Evangelican  church.  Peter 
.Sand  is  the  statiot)  agent.  George  Protexter  owns  the  telephone  line  and 
Charley  Pnrtexter  is  the  local  manager. 
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IfELVIN. 

In  the  year  igoo  the  Gowrie  1)ranch  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  was 
finished  to  Sililey  and  the  town  of  Melvin  was  platted  and  buildings  bcjian 
to  go  up  on  every  hand  Now  it  is  a  busy  little  city,  with  grain  elevators, 
stores,  churches  and  a  graded  school.  The  streets  are  nicely  graded  and 
main  street  is  heavily  graveled.  Melvin  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  as  fine  an 
agricultural  section  as  there  is  in  the  state  and  it  gives  that  part  of  the  county 
a  good  market. 

The  following  arc  the  principal  business  interests  of  the  town  :  The 
railroad  depot  is  on  the  eastern  outskirts  and  li.  1,  Ramsey  is  the  station 
agent.  The  Davenport  Elevator  Company  is  managed  by  Edward  Jacobs. 
Tlie  Farmers  Elevator  Company,  recently  reorganized,  is  managed  by  W.  H. 
Hubbard  and  a  board  <>t  directors.  I".  W.  Year  &  Company  buys  and 
handles  li\e  stock  riie  Royal  Lumber  Company  has  extensive  himher  yard 
and  sheds.  Tluir  lumber  is  nearly  all  under  cover.  One  of  the  prominent 
builduigs  i.s  the  Woodmen's  ball,  which  also  serves  as  a  public  hall.  The 
lodge  rooms  are  in  the  second  story.  This  building  was  one  of  the  first 
buildings  in  the  town,  having  been  originally  erected  by  Peter  Shaw,  of 
Sibley.  He  conducted  a  pool  halt  and  lunch  counter  eight  years  in  the  first 
story,  while  be  txcupied  the  second  strtrv  as  a  residence.  The  Melvin  Tele- 
phone Company  is  owned  and  operated  by  H.  M.  Quipgle,  who  is  a  son  of 
the  old  homesteader,  Frank  Ouiggle.  This  line  has  about  two  hundred  and 
sixty  patrons.  The  Melvin  hotel  is  managed  by  Mrs.  Frederica  21ack.  The 
German  Savings  Bank  is  in  charge  of  George  A.  Schee,  as  cashier.  The 
principal  baclor  of  this  bank  is  George  W.  Schee.  of  Primghar.  A.  C. 
Bocke"^  hardware  store  and  joseph  I?.  Hoblen's  general  store  arc  tiniirishing 
establishments.  ( leorge  Kraft  has  the  postotilice  in  his  general  store  room. 
From  this  pustothce  one  rural  route  is  run,  covering  twenty-eight  miles  and 
accommodating  over  one  hundred  patrons.  L.  A.  Shields  has  a  restaurant 
and  lunch  counter.  Imhoff  &  Riecks  have  a  lundi  counter  and  pool  hall. 
The  First  National  Bank  has  George  A.  Romey  as  cashier  and  .\rthur  Evans 
as  assistant  cashier.  The  president  of  the  bank  is  J.  Fred  Matterti  and 
vice-president,  W.  T.  Steiner.  l)otb  of  Sibley.  This  bank  is  a  strong  institu- 
tion and  iloing  an  extensive  business.  H.  \\  .  Jobes  has  the  furniture  antl 
drug  store  and  handles  furniture,  carpets,  rugs,  drugs,  oils  and  paints.  The 
meat  market  is  conducted  by  C.  D.  Koontz.  The  "Poor  Man's  Theater"  is 
conducted  by  Jobes  &  Graves.    W.  A.  Fairbrother  is  a  contractor  and 
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builder.  Knapp  &  Banghert  conduct  a  general  store  and  carry  a  large  stock 
for  a  town  of  this  size.  A.  F.  Buckholtz  has  a  full  line  of  form  implements 
and  hardware.  The  Watchel  Auto  Company  operates  in  Mdvin  and  SiU^. 

and  is  managed  by  Joseph  W'achtel.  The  barber  shop  is  owned  and  operated 
by  Frank  Arrasniith.  D.  C.  Stctlsniith  is  the  doctor  and  at  present  the  rep- 
resentative of  this  county  in  the  General  Assembly.  There  is  a  garage,  man- 
aged by  Graves  Brothers,  who  also  handle  agricultural  implements.  A.  G. 
Myrell  is  the  blacksmith.  A  saloon  is  run  by  Henry  E.  Massmann.  The 
Mdvin  Argus,  a  local  and  Democratic  newspaper,  is  owned  and  edited  by 
Charles  W.  Scott.  The  llanford  Creamery  Company  has  a  cream  station 
here  managetl  by  Lylc  Daggett.  The  town  owns  a  building  used  for  a  town 
hall,  which  also  contains  the  lighting  plant  and  hre  apparatus.  The  city  feed 
barn  is  a  large  cement  block  structure.  It  can  accommodate  two  hundred 
teams  and  is  managed  by  H.  D.  Year.  The  town  has  three  churches,  the 
German  Lutheran,  Rev.  Alberts,  pastor;  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  with  J.  A. 
Smith  as  pastor,  and  a  German  Reform  church.  The  Hollanders  hold  ser- 
vices but  as  yet  hnvt-  no  tniildinf^.  The  farmers  own  a  successful  creamery. 
A.  L.  Blackmore  and  Louis  I  rederkuig  are  painters  and  paper  hangers. 
John  Gontgcs  and  Rudulph  Hokuf  run  city  drays.  The  city  officers  of 
Melvin  are  as  follows:  H.  J.  Ramsey,  mayor;  Arthur  M.  Evans,  derk; 
George  Kraft,  George  A.  Romey,  P.  J.  Knapp.  C.  D.  Koontz,  \V.  F.  Arra- 
smith,  councilmen;  Henry  Bangert,  assessor:  Frank  Knapp,  marshal. 
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REUGIOUS  HISTORY  OF  OSCEOLA  COUNTY. 


THE  FIRST  MBTHODIST  EHISfOPAL  CUfRCIl  Ol-  SIBLEV. 

The  first  settlers  began  coming  into  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1871. 
Slight  improvements  were  made  during  the  sumrucr  and  ninst  of  the  settlers 
returned  to  their  former  homes  in  the  fall  to  avoid  the  long  winter  under 
poorly  prepared  o«iii(liti<>ns. 

The  first  preaching  service  was  held  in  the  house  oi  Elbridge  Morrison, 
one  and  one-half  mites  west  of  Sibley,  by  Rev.  S.  Aldrich.  who  was  mdcing 
tiiis  cotmty  his  home  at  that  time.  Rev.  Ira  Brashears,  a  one-armed  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  was  assigned  to  the  missionary  field  of  O'Brien.  Sioux. 
Lyon  and  Osceola  counties.  Rev.  John  W'ehh.  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
work  in  Sjjirit  Lake,  was  directed  to  divide  his  time  with  Sihley,  Accord- 
inj(ly  on  liie  u^th  «lay  of  .April,  1872.  Reverend  Webb  and  Reverend 
Aldrich  met  the  people  at  the  house  of  A.  M.  Culver,  one  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  Sibley.  After  preaching  by  Rev.  Webb,  a  class  of  nineteen  mem- 
bers was  organized,  consisting  of  the  followinie;  persons:  RoU-rt  Stamm 
(leader).  Anna  Stamm.  John  T,.  Robinsnii.  .Sarah  Robinson.  Ella  J.  Robin- 
son, A.  Tl.  MilUr.  Almira  Miller.  L.  C.  Chamlicrlain.  M.  J.  Campbell.  Etta 
B.  CampU'll.  Anmce  W  ebb.  William  .\nderson.  Mrs.  C.  M.  Anderson,  D.  L. 
Riley,  Mrs.  E.  /\.  Riley.  Leudia  Bean.  Elbridge  Morrison,  Huldah  Morrison 
and  Rev.  S.  Aldrich.  local  elder. 

The  first  quarterly  conference  was  held  in  Sibley.  October  18.  i?72.  .\t 
the  first  session  of  the  N'orthwest  Iowa  ciinference.  held  at  l'"t.  Dodge.  Iowa. 
Septenjber  iS,  1H7J.  Rev.  John  W'ebli  \\a>  a>si.i:ne(l  to  the  Sibley  mission, 
which  was  made  to  consist  of  Osceola  ctmnty  alone.  The  first  board  of 
trustees  was  appointed  in  the  following  October.  In  May.  1873.  D.  L.  Rite>\ 
John  L.  Robinson  and  the  pastor.  Rev,  John  Webb,  were  authorized  to  pro- 
cure subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  a  hoi.se  of  worship.  By  the  close  of 
the  conference  rear  a  substantial  frame  building  was  erected,  thirty-two  by 
fifty  feet  in  size,  with  no  indebtetlness  except  a  loan  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
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(>l>taine(l  from  tlu'  ciuirch  extension  societv.  At  ;i  tjLiHTal  oontcrcncc.  held 
at  Yankton,  Dakota,  the  Kcv.  Ira  lirasiiears  \va>  a.ssigncil  to  the  Sibley 
charge.  Those  were  lean  years,  both  for  the  ministers  and  the  |)e<  pie.  but 
the  diiirch  continued  to  grow  and  develop.  Rev.  Brashears  remained  two 
years  and  proved  to  be  a  tireless  worker.  He  was  followed  1>>  I\e\  W  \V. 
.\lalli>ry,  uiin  aKo  wa'^  a  hard  vvnrker.  stronj^  on  revivals  and  could  i^wv  the 
penuiiie  old-fashioned  Metlx idivt  slmut  with  a  vim.  He  also  was  a  i^reat 
lover  of  horses,  and  if  there  was  an\ thing  he  loveil  as  well  as  a  protracted 
meeting,  it  was  a  horse  trade.  The  last  heard  of  him  he  was  successfully 
practicing  medicine  in  the  Niobrara  country  in  Nebraska.  He  remained 
here  several  years  and  did  good  work 

The  full  wiri;  minister  was  .  ].  \\  .  Ri^hN  .  who  remained  Init  one 
year.  Old  resident-  of  Sihle\  will  remember  Rev.  Rii^hy  as  a  re<l-faced. 
burly  Englishman,  who.  when  walking  on  the  street  with  his  wile,  forged 
se\'eral  feet  ahead,  while  the  poor  little  woman  trotted  along,  receiving  no 
more  attention  than  as  if  she  had  not  been  in  existence.  As  illustrative  of 
his  character,  it  may  l)e  stated  that  when  he  and  his  wife  entered  a  room,  he 
would  st<i|)  inside  the  door  and  take  a  eareful  survey,  and  when  he  discovered 
the  most  comfortable  seat,  would  })rocee<l  t()  occupy  it  regardless  of  how 
many  ladies  might  have  to  stand.  Then  came  the  following  pastors  in  the 
onler  named :  John  W.  Lothian,  S.  P.  Marsh.  F.  A.  Burdick,  W.  F.  Brown. 
J.  J.  Gardner,  C.  B.  Winter.  VV,  W.  Brown,  C.  Artman,  G.  H.  Kennedy.  E. 
H.  Smith.  F.  E.  Day.  Joel  A.  Smith.  W.  A.  Blad<.  C*..  W.  Barnes.  W.  C. 
W'asser,  A.  .\.  Randall.  Herbert  Clegg.  F.  W.  Keagy  and  the  present  pastor. 
F.  F.  Travis. 

In  the  year  of  iSyf)  the  original  church  was  sold  to  the  German  Tresby- 
terian  society  and  a  new  church  was  erected  on  the  same  site.  The  church 
now  owns  6ne  property,  consisting  of  two  lots,  a  large  modem  church  and  a 

comfortable  parsonage,  the  value  of  w  hich  is  about  eighteen  thousan<l  dollars. 
Xumerically,  it  i>  tlie  strontjest  Protestant  church  in  the  county.  The  oflicers 
of  the  church  ami  its  auxiliaries  are  as  follcnvs:  F.  F.  Travis,  pastor; 
trustees — Levi  Shell.  (. .  E.  Hanchett.  ().  li.  Harding.  O.  A.  Metz.  \V.  F. 
Trtickenmiller,  C.  L.  Strickler  and  H.  L.  Wheeler:  stewards — Levi  Shell. 
C.  E.  Hanchett.  Will  Thomas.  C.  C.  Trtickenmiller.  W  .  T.  Stciner.  J.  S, 
Campbell.  \V.  \V.  nverholnr,  I.  11.  Morse.  .Mrs.  O.  .1.  (  lark.  Mrs.  James 
Xisbet  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  C';nui)l)ell ;  treasurer — Will  Thoma-;  class  leaders — 
Robert  Smith.  J.  S.  Campi)ell.  H.  G.  Doolittle,  ().  J.  C  lark  antl  .Mrs.  J.  C. 
Rroughton.    Mrs.  J.  M.  Trcgilgus  and  Mrs,  J.  C.  Broughton,  president  and 
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secretary,  respectively,  of  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  C.  £.  Handiett  is  st^in- 
tendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and  Glen  Glazier  is  secretary. 

The  church  is  in  excellent  financial  condition,  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred -.tn cntN -one  <lf)llars  and  forty-seven  cx-ntN  having  iK-cn  paid  dtirinf^  the 
last  conlerence  year  for  the  support  of  the  church  and  its  benevulences. 

THE  MELVIN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHUBCH. 

Boginnintj  in  Sc|)tcnif)or.  H)i<>.  with  siTvirt--  innrninj^  and  evcninp  in 
the  school  house,  the  Methodist  i-.i)i>c«<i)al  meetings  at  Melvin  were  so  well 
attended,  it  soon  became  evident  that  a  larger  room  was  needed  to  accom- 
modate the  growing  congregation.  The  German  Reform  church  people 
kindly  threw  open  their  church  doors  for  the  Methodist  r.pisoijal  services 
until  they  could  erect  a  building  of  their  own.  On  the  twentieth  day  of 
November.  1910,  twenty-one  people  of  Molvin  and  vicinity  united  to  form 
a  .Mclhinlist  Mjjiscopal  church  and  on  Januarj-  (>.  1911,  a  church  meeting  was 
called,  when  it  was  decided  to  organize  immediately  a  cunimittee  to  solicit 
funds  for  a  church  building  at  Melvin.  It  soon  became  evident  that  it  would 
be  safe  to  proceed  with  a  builditig.  J.  A.  Smith.  A.  Tadd.  W.  V.  Wilcox, 
G.  A,  Romey  and  L.  V  (lontjes  were  appointed  as  a  Iniilding  committee. 
John  Olson,  of  Kork  !\:i]tids,  was  e^iven  the  coiitraol  for  the  l)asenient,  while 
VV.  A.  Fairbrotlier  was  assigned  the  contract  ft>r  the  fr.ame  structure. 

On  June  29,  191 1,  live  men  with  teams,  spades  and  scra|)ers  began  the 
excavation  for  the  basement  while  three  others  hauled  sand.  A  large  amount 
of  work  was  donated  by  friends,  thus  .saving  considerable  expense.  The 
building  committee  'lid  its  work  so  thoroughly  that  on  December  17.  191 1. 
tile  church  was  readv  for  dedication  with  only  about  nine  butidred  dollars 
to  raise  to  free  it  from  debt.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  about  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars.  The  following  amounts  had  been  raised :  Gen- 
eral subscription,  $^.320 :  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  $600 ;  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  extension  fund,  $300;  cash  on  hand  and  pledged,  $400:  total, 
$3,630.  On  dedication  day  the  morning  service  was  conducted  b.\  Doctor 
Craig,  pre■^ident  of  Morningside  College.  There  was  a  musical  program 
in  the  afternoon  at  which  Kcv.  F.  K.  Travis  gave  a  short  address.  At  this 
afternoon  .serx'ice  a  quartette  of  singers  from  Sibley,  consisting  of  Mrs. 
Har\'ey,  Mtss  Dinsmore,  Mr.  Meyers  and  Mr.  Reagan,  gave  some  fine  music 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Gillies,  district  superintendent,  took  charge  of  the  evening 
service,  which  was  given  over  largely  to  raising  the  l)aIaniT  of  the  money 
necessary  to  free  the  church  from  debt.    Dr.  Gillies  proved  to  be  a  good 
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general  and  the  required  amount  was  pledged.  A  \cr\  interesting  ttauirt.- 
was  reserved  for  the  closing  nieetinij  of  tlie  day.  Rev.  Jolm  .\.  Stniili  and 
Louisn  ]•"..  ("«ial>,  in  ihi-  presence  'it  tlic  lartjc  connrei;atinii.  in  a  solemn  and 
iinjirv-ssisc  inuniicr,  were  made  husl)and  and  wife.  Reverend  Doctor  Gillies 
Glaciating. 

In  the  fall  of  1912,  Rev.  J.  A.  Smith  was  stationed  at  Royal,  Iowa,  and 
Rev.  Z.  V.  Arthur  was  appointed  to  take  his  place  at  Melvin.   Owing  to 

Mrs  .Arthur's  illness,  both  pastor  and  wife  left  Melvin  in  May.  '913.  for 
Ohio.  F-'or  severrd  niontli^  thereafter  the  church  was  without  a  |)astor  and 
then  Rev.  .\.  Dyson  was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  year.  .\i  the  conference 
held  at  Wehster  City,  Iowa,  October,  191 3,  Rev.  J.  A.  Smith  was  appointed 
to  take  up  the  work  at  Melvin  and  he  is  still  in  active  charge.  The  organ- 
ization of  the  church  tndudes  a  Sunday  school,  numbering  seventy  scholars ; 
an  efficient  Ladies  Aid  Society  of  thirty-seven  members;  senior  and  junior 
Ixns'  clul)s  and  a  VouncT  People's  C  hristian  Endea\or  Society.  The  nietn- 
bership  of  the  church  is  con.stantly  incrcasinji  and  the  outlo'ik  of  the  future 
is  hopeful.  A  commo<lious  parsonage  is  to  l>e  erected  durint^  this  summer 
of  1914. 

ASilTON  METHOUIi^T  EPISCOPAL  CFTURCIi. 

The  .\kilioilist  I'^piscopal  church  at  i\shton  dales  from  the  winter  of 
1881-82.  I  he  presiding  elder  and  the  pastor,  \V.  A.  Richards,  decide*!  to 
ask  for  subscriptions  for  a  building,  and  sufficient  money  was  raised  to 
warrant  the  trustees  to  go  forward  with  the  work  of  buikling.  They  se- 
cured from  the  St.  Paul  Sioux  City  Railroad  company  a  grant  of  the 
two  lots  on  which  the  church  and  parMHiasje  now  stand.  During  the  i)as- 
lorate  of  W.  .\.  i'licharil--  the  church  ua>  |iul  luider  ri-)!'.  In  the  fall  of 
1882  l^ev.  M.  1>.  Kcisler  became  pastor  and  under  his  pastorale  the  church 
was  completed  and  a  parsonage  erected.  The  diurch  was  dedicated  on 
Sunday,  July  8,  1883.  The  Rev.  F.  Miller,  of  the  Upper  Iowa  conference, 
preached  the  «ledicatory  sermon.  The  parsons^  was  complete'!  and  occu- 
]5ie  1  "'1  July  4,  iXi'^^.  The  church  Iniildini;;  cost  two  t!i.)nsau<l  dollars.  Ly- 
man 11:11  was  the  contractor  and  builder.  h"or  alnio-t  thii  ly  year-  the  Ij  >\\ -i 
of  Ashton  and  immediate  comnnniity  were  able  to  maintain  a  resident  min- 
ister. The  following  pastors  have  been  appointed  at  different  times  by  the 
conferences  to  Ashton  charge:  W.  A.  Rk:hards,  M.  B.  Keister,  F.  Ashpole, 
CW.  Clifton.  J.  \V.  Lent,  S.  C.  Olds.  H.  Allertson,  F.  I.,  r.uckwalter,  J.  M. 
Tibbcts.  <  ;  \.  Platte,  E.  F.  Figtley,  C.  L.  Howarth,  Earl  Hanna,  C.  E. 
U9) 
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Bowen,  S.  L.  Eddey.  C.  ^'<ltk•c.  K.  ^^cKelvey.  For  many  years  the  Giie- 
wc-y  cluircli  was  ministered  u<  i»y  the  A^liton  pastor  until  it  iKcaine  attachefl 
l'>  tiie  Melvin  charj^e.  'I  lien  the  clitirch  at  (ieorjje  was  \  i>ite»l  on  alternate 
Suniiays  Uy  the  Ashton  minister.  Owinj;  to  many  removals  of  Protestant 
fatnilies  from  Ashton  and  vicinity  the  church  was  unable  to  support  a  resi- 
dent pastor.  Accordingly  in  the  conference  years  of  1912  and  1913  it  was 
su|>i)lie<l  l»y  Rev.  W.  H  M<  tjitijomery.  of  Sioux  (jty.  The  conference  of 
1013.  held  at  W'cUsier  t  ity,  l..\v.'.  att  h  Ik-.I  Ashton  to  the  .Melvin  charge,  the 
kev,  j.   \.  Sniilii  heinjj^  appointed  to  the  work. 

A  Sunday  sehool  is  niaintainetl  and  meets  every  Sunday  afternoon  at 
two  and  the  preaching  ser\-ice  follows  at  three.  The  Ladies'  Aid  Society 
is  well  or^anize<I  ami  does  excellent  work  in  helping  to  maintain  the  church. 

THE  FIKST  .METllOUl.Sl  ErLSfOl'.VL  CHURCH  OF  UARRIS. 

This  church  was  dedicated  July  19.  1899.  by  Dr.  Seely  S.  Lewis,  now 

Bishof)  Lewis.  The  bnildin^^  and  lots  cost  three  thousand  dollars,  the  whole* 
amount  heitii,-^  donateil.  Rev.  I).  M.  Sitnjison  was  the  first  pastor,  jtui  the 
official  hoard  consistcil  i»f  the  foilowini^:  Messrs.  HamiltoM.  Mitthorp.  Win- 
terfiekl.  l-"orbes  and  utiier.s  of  whom  there  is  no  record  at  the  present  time. 

Rev.  Thomas  Burley  had  charge  for  one  year  and  was  followed  by  Rev. 
Echart,  who  served  the  charge  very  acceptably  for  two  years.  The  next  year 
Rev.  Whiting  was  sent  and  served  as  pastor  two  years.  Then  came  Kev. 
Peterson,  who  serve<I  with  suoress  for  two  years  and  was  followed  by  Rev. 
C  harles  Rieliards.  who  nls. »  rem.iiiied  two  years.  Rev.  Richards  left  liarri-i 
to  attend  sciioul  at  Garret  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Tower,  who  came  at 
conference  time  and  stayed  about  six  months.  He  then  returned  to  the  East 
and  the  vacancy  was  filled  Rev.  Moody.  At  the  expiration  of  Rev. 
McKKly's  term.  Rev.  W.  N.  Bump,  the  present  |)astor,  was  sent  to  Harris. 
Diirint;  the  last  year  a  much  iiee<led  shed  for  horses  has  been  completed,  and 
a  Ijaseini  iil  is  now  being  planned. 

The  cluucli  has  made  a  steady  growth  during  these  years.  The  mem- 
bership numbers  about  ninety.  The  Sunday  school  has  an  enrollnwnt  of 
about  two  hundred  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  one  hundred.  The 
church  is  progressive  and  is  ministering  to  a  large  community. 

The  present  official  hoard  consists  of  the  foilnwinp  ])ersons:  Board  of 
stewards.  R.  j.  Robertson,  Dr.  C.  C  Cady.  j.  E.  Mih.ck,  A.  T.  Winterfield. 
Charles  (iibson  and  Wilson  Forbes.  The  recording  .steward  and  secretary 
is  A.  C.  Wettastcd.  The  board  of  trustees  is  composed  of  L.  J.  Hagerty. 
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C  A.  I  tames.  R.  J.  Robertson,  C.  C.  Cady,  A.  T.  Winterfield,  R.  Halverson. 
Artluir  Haminton.  J.  K.  MelicU.  Charles  Gibson,  J.  K.  Rciin  and  Robert 
Jor«Inii.  TIk*  i»rosi<lciit  «»f  the  Laches'  Aid  Society  is  Mrs.  Geortje  P>aur.  The 
Sunihiy  >ch<H.l  MipcriiUeiident  is  Charles  riilisun.  assisted  by  Will  McCauley. 
The  seerelary  and  treasurer  is  Adolpli  Wettestad. 

The  church  is  jjrowing  in  importance,  and  receives  the  loyal  sup[»ort  of 
many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town.  The  church  building  is  centrally 
lorate<l  and  adds  much  to  the  attractive  a|>pearance  of  the  town. 

THE  METHOOIsr  EFl.SCOPAL  CHUKCH  Ui"  OCHEYEDAN. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1872  or  1873  by  Rev.  John  Webb,  the 

first  ^fethochsi  minister  of  Sibley.  The  first  records  have  not  been  kept,  so 
the  fli  ■-t  "•"ticer^  and  niiiiislers  can  not  tie  entimerated.  A  tire  occurred  in  the 
chiircli  at  one  time  and  tlie  early  records  are  supposed  to  have  heen  destroyed. 
It  can  be  rec»)rded.  Iiowever,  that  since  its  organization  it  has  progressed 
steadily  and  has  always  been  a  leading  factor  for  good  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  first  inception  of  church  matters  was 
at  a  sewing  circle  in  the  eastern  jiart  of  the  county,  where  various  matters, 
wi-v  a!i<l  ntlierwise,  are  di^^cns^cd.  Amonp  other  things  talked  of  at  this 
sewiujEj  circle  was  the  desirability  of  religions  services  and,  frotn  that  hegiii- 
ning.  there  resulted  the  organization  and  the  subsequent  erection  of  the  \\  al- 
nut  Grove  church,  which  later  was  moved  to  Ocheycdan.  It  has  since  been 
enlarged  until  the  present  commodious  church  building  is  the  result  The  so- 
ciety also  has  a  comfortable  parsonage. 

The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  J.  (  ».  W^atterman.  The  trustees  arc 
!•.  J.  I'.. .yd.  E.  Ely.  \V.  M.  Rnth".  Ru-^c  Davis  and  Frank  Cole.  The 
stewanls  are  Charles  Morton,  recortling,  W.  F.  Hunt,  Mrs.  E.  Underbill. 
John  VanCleve  and  A.  G.  Fletcher.  The  church  has  an  efficient  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  and  a  prosperous  Sunday  school  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
members. 

.ST.  I'ETER's  KVANCELICAU  LUTHERAN  CHLRCH  OF  OCHEYEDAN. 

This  church  was  organized  and  a  parsonage  built  in  1901.  The  presiding 
pastor  is  E.  Fiene.  who  is  also  principal  of  the  parochial  school.  The  trustees 
are  C.  E.  Miller.  A.  Menkens  and  V.  W'altlicr.  The  vestrymen  are  John 
Rusche,  Herman  Wassniann  and  August  Arends  and  C.  E.  Miller.  Mr.  Miller 
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is  president  and  Mr.  Arends  secretary.  The  church  has  twenty-two  voting 
members  and  one  hundred  and  ten  c(mnnunicating  members. 

The  jMreachtng  is  in  German  every  Sahliath  with  the  exception  that  once 
in  every  t\vi»  months  the  sermon  is  in  I•.lli4H^h.  TIic  i>a<t<>r  i>  ilic  principal 
and  teafhiT  of  llir  -olio..!  nf  al>ont  t\vcnt\ -livt-  pupil>.  1  he  onrse  oi  sluiiy 
inchi<k>  liic  Lnlhtian  religion,  bible  iiistory,  (jernian  hmguage  and  common 
school  branches.  The  church  and  school  are  supported  by  subscription. 

CO.NGRE(iATIONAL  CHURCH  AT  SIBLEY. 

The  first  Congregational  church  of  Sibley  was  organized  October  8, 
1872,  in  the  public  school  building  of  Sibl^,  a  small  frame  structure  that 
stood  on  the  comer  now  occupied  by  the  fine  residence  of  Frank  Mackinson. 
The  year  followitig  the  organization  of  the  church  it  was  admitted  to  mem- 

iH-rshi]*  in  ihi;  Sionx  AssiK-iation  of  ConijTei^'ational  ChnrclK-s,  which  admis- 
sion to  tlie  district  association  made  the  church  a  menilx:r  of  the  Iowa  Stale 
.Association  of  Congregational  Churches. 

Settlement  preceded  the  construction  of  the  first  railway  in  Osceola 
cotmty,  the  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  road,  now  a  part  of  the  Omaha  line  of  the 
Northwestern  system  At  the  organization  of  the  church  most  of  the  ten 
mcml)ers  lixcd  east  ni  (Jrheyj^dan  creek.  Those  members  were  Rev.  Benj. 
A.  I  )ean  an<l  l-.llen  P.  Dean,  itis  wife.  Jennie  Kceler,  a  young  lady  residing  in 
.Mr.  Dean  s  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Frick  and  Mr,  and  Mrs.  James 
Sutton.  At  or  near  Sibley  there  were  three  members,  Mrs.  Rosanna  Miller, 
the  mother  of  \V.  J.  Miller  and  J.  Q.  Miller.  Harvey  BHstow  and  J.  F. 
Glover.  At  the  organization  of  the  church.  \ .  John  R.  Upton,  of  Lakeville, 
Dickinson  county,  fowa.  was  niodrralor.  '1  lie  home  mi>sionarv  on  the  fiekl 
and  lirst  pastor  of  the  new  church  was  Rev.  Fkiij.  .A.  Dean.  Mr.  Upton  and 
Mr.  Dean  were  both  graduates  of  Amherst  College,  as  well  as  graduates  of 
eastern  theological  seminaries.  Mr.  Dean  and  wife  were  tireless  workers  and 
others  soon  joined  the  church  and  congregation. 

In  the  list  of  pioneer  settlers  who  l^ecame  identified  will:  i!u-  clnircli  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  P.ailey.  F.  M.  Robinson  ;in<l  Mrs.  H.  I..  Haker,  Mr-.  \V. 
J.  .Miller,  the  Green  and  Mandeville  families.  .Mr.  ami  Mrs.  J.  .S.  Reynolds. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  S.  Westcott,  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  C  P.  Reynolds.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  J.  Cram,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  Dunton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Wood,  L.  G.  Ire 
land  and  family.  Captain  R.  J.  and  Mrs.  Chase  and  Captain  Chase's  sistei 
Mrs.  Bellows  and  <!anf;hter  Ida. 

Notwithstanding  the  drawbacks  of  a  new  country,  the  pastor,  church  and 
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congregation  worked  so  efficiently  that  in  1875  the  neat  and  durable  church 
building  opposite  the  northeast  comer  of  the  court  house  square,  now  the 
German  Lutheran  church  building,  was  erected.  Captain  D.  L.  Riley,  one  of 

the  leading  pioneer  business  men  of  the  new  town,  was  the  contractor  and 
builtlt-r  of  Uk-  church,  winch  wri-  s.i  well  Clln^tructcd  that  now,  nearly  forty 
years  after  il^  crcciiun,  it  is  still  a  substantial  buildnig.  The  new  and  much 
laiger  diurch  opposite  the  southeast  comer  of  the  court  house  square  was 
erected  in  1896  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Charles  H.  Seccombe.  In  the 
new  cluircli  on  the  north  side  is  a  fine  memorial  window  to  the  memory  of 
Mrs.  i-'llfii  1*.  I  )c;in.  the  wife  of  the  first  pastor.  Re\ .  Mr.  Dean  held  one  of 
the  loll!.;  ]i,'!-t' 'ratcv  of  ihe  chnrcli.  reniainin,;^  with  the  Sibley  church  until  i^JJ. 
He  had  calls  to  other  churches,  i>ul  was  attached  lo  the  work  ai  Sibley  and 
rendered  it  five  years  of  efficient  ministerial  and  pastoral  woik. 

The  .CongregaticMial  Year  Book  of  1913,  containing  church  statistics  for 
1912.  has  Rev.  Benjamin  .\.  Dean,  located  at  Hildreth,  Nebraska,  in  charge 
of  the  ^'onL^res^atioiial  church  tliere.  Mr.  Dean  remarried  and  Iiis  jiresent 
wife  i?>  al-o  a  regular  minister  of  the  C"on{^rej.^atioiial  church.  Mr.  I  )ean  was 
ordaineil  in  iSiiO  and  has  Ijeen  in  the  ministry  nearly  fifty  year.s.  Rev.  D.  J, 
Baldwin  succeeded  Mr.  Dean  in  the  pastorate.  He  was  a  good  preacher  but 
yra&  troubled  with  the  infirmity  of  deafness.  He  died  in  California  in  191a 
The  next  minister  was  Rev.  Thomas  Pell,  an  Englishman  and  a  resident  of 
Osceola  county  bcl'ore  lie  l>ecanie  the  minister.  1  le  was  a  faithful  minister  but 
labored  under  the  difticulty  of  a  cripple<l  ankle,  lie  was  a  tall  man  with  .some 
resemblance  to  .\l)raham  Lincoln.  His  death  incurred  in  iikjt>.  In  1884  Rev. 
J.  D.  Whitelaw  came  fmm  the  theological  scminar>'  to  take  charge  as  iiastor. 
He  was  well  liked  ami  did  good  work.  present  pastorate  i.s  nt  I'ox  I<ake, 
Wisconsin  I'ollowing  Mr.  WHiitdaw  was  Rev.  \\  ilh^  \V.  Mead,  who  re- 
si'^Miei!  ill  iSS(t  to  y;o  mi><sionarv  to  Turkev.  Ke\ .  I\ui,'^ene  1.  Siiennan 
succeeded  .Mr.  .Mead,  becoming  pastor  in  18.S7.  .After  a  short  pastorate  he  re- 
.sij;netl  to  accept  the  |)asiorate  of  the  .Mayllowcr  Congregational  church  of 
Sioux  City.  Mr.  Sherman  died  in  1896.  Following  Mr.  Sherman  was  Rev. 
J.  C.  Stoddard,  who  held  one  of  the  longer  pastorates.  He  is  now  pastor  at 
^^'arl,l^  !.  Wyoming.  Mr.  Stoddard  was  a  good  preacher,  and  hclixd  the 
church  to  increased  membership.  He  resigned  to  accept  cliarge  of  the  home 
nii^-!o!iar\  church  at  Frimgliar. 

The  tiist  parsonage  of  the  I  ongrcgational  church  was  on  lot  i,  block  4. 
Chase's  addition,  at  the  southwest  comer  of  the  public  park.  The  second 
parsonajfe  occupied  two  lot.s  on  the  southeast  comer  of  block  9,  Chase's  addi- 
tion, and  is  now  the  Gcmian  Presbyterian  church  parsonage.   The  present 
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parsonage  is  on  the  same  block  with  the  church  and  east  of  the  church  build-> 
ing.    Following  Mr.  Stoddard's  pastorate  came  a  short  pastorate  by  Rev. 

Fred  L.  H.'uisooni.  win*  resigned  in  1892.  Mr.  Hanscoiu  i-  imw  pastor  of  tlw 
PiltNt'ield.  Illinois,  (.  "ii;^ici,'alioiial  cluircli.  Rev.  P.  B.  W  a  (  War 
veteran,  was  tlic  next  pastor  ami  he  provdl  a  taitlifiil  wmkcr.  Hi>  pa-.l1  irate 
closed  about  itSy4.  Mr.  West  served  a  term  as  chaplain  ot  the  Iowa  depart- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Kepublic.  He  is  now  residing  on  a  farm  at 
Herrick,  South  Dakota.  Mr.  West  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  Gray.  He 
was  a  native  ni  Fn^land.  a  well  educated  man  and  -.incei  i-  in  his  cl't'ort  to  help 
the  clnnrli.  Ik-  <liod  in  I X-ceniiKT.  i<>oS.  al  XaiKi-.  Xilua-ka.  I'mIIi i\\ iii^ 
-Mr.  (irav  came  the  Rev.  Charles  Seccoiube.  wiio  iKcanic  pa>t<»r  in  1890. 
The  church  went  forward  uiuler  his  pastorate  and  the  tine  new  church  was 
built  and  dedicated  while  he  was  pastor.  He  was  a  strong  man  in  the  minis- 
try and  has  held  important  pastorates.  He  is  at  present  residing  in  Los  An- 
geles. Califortita.  Rev.  A.  Crai?^  Bowdish  succeeded  Mr.  Seccombe.  He  had 
a  tliree  year>'  sncccssfnl  pastorate  here.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  doitij^; 
missionary  work  at  Sunnyside.  l'<ii>a  .Makowao  mission.  Hawaii.  l"oIlowing 
Mr.  Bowdish  came  the  three  years*  pastorate  of  Rev.  \V.  Howard  .Moore,  pas- 
tor of  Richmond  Congr^ational  church  near  Chicago.  The  next  pastor  was 
Rev.  William  A.  Scliimle>',  who  served  three  years,  a  forceful  speaker,  who 
went  from  here  to  the  Oingregational  cintrch  of  .\shland.  Oregon,  where  he 
is  the  jin-sfni  jtastur.  lie  wa-  Mircerded  hv  the  \\vy  I'  I"  lienrv.  ,a  f.iitiifiil 
Worker,  wiu)  .served  twt>  years,  and  rcsigjted  and  look  up  home  nnssionary 
work  at  Plentj'wood.  Montana.  Following  the  removal  of  Mr.  Henry  came 
the  present  jxistor.  Rev.  C.  M.  WcsUlakc.  who  Iwgan  his  imstorate  Xovember 
1,  1913.  He  is  a  strong  man.  well  equipped  by  education,  experience  and 
travel  for  the  manifold  dtities  of  the  pastoral  office. 

Thi'  la-t  year-hi>ok  gi\i'^  tlic  chinch  ineinherslnp  as  two  hnndred  atnl  ten; 
ot  the.se  seventy -live  arc  male>  ancl  unc  hundred  and  thirty-live  females.  Of 
the  memliers  thirty-five  are  aksent.  .\t  the  last  roll  call  and  banquet  there 
were  responses  from  alx>ut  eight  states.  The  Congregational  families  num- 
ber alKJut  one  Innidred  ami  twenty -five.  During  the  last  year  Dr.  F.  P.  Wink- 
ler has  been  the  efficient  superintendeiu  of  the  Sunday  schi  >nl.  Inez  Reynolds 
is  the  chuix'h  pianist.  .\  sister  of  Mi^v  Reyimld-i,  Mrs.  Mary  Reynolds  Xewell, 
went  as  a  missionary  to  China,  and  vvitii  iier  husl>and,  Prof,  (leorge  M.  New- 
ell, is  engaged  in  educational  work.  For  many  years  J.  Fred  Mattert, 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Sibley,  has  been  the  efficient  church 
treasurer.  The  present  church  deacons  are  C.  P.  Reynolds  and  W.  P.  Dins- 
more.  The  third  deacon,  Mr.  C.  R.  Mandeville,  recently  removed  to  Kansas. 
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The  churcli  pro|)crty  ii<  \  alucil  al  over  cighlecii  tliuiihUiul  dullar>.  l  lic  pa.slur's 
salary  is  twelve  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  which  he  is  furnished  with  a 
parsonage.  The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  is  a  lai^  and  highly  efficient  society, 
and  is  a  gfreat  help  to  the  church.    Tlic  Simday  scIkx  .I  mimlHTs  one  hundred 

ami  twnity-fivi-  or  more,  while  the  Christian  l-jnicavor  Snciviy  ininihers 
thirty-tivc.  The  church  and  its  auxiliaries  were  never  in  beiler  condition  for 
success. I'ul  work. 

THE  GEKMAX  LL'THERAN  CHURCH  OF  SIBLKV. 

llc!.<re  the  lir.->l  l."<>n<;rfi;alh 'ual  oliii'  i-h  <il'  Silili-y  l)uih  il^  iK-\v  clinrch  in 
iHijU,  it  suUl  its  old  building,  which  was  ^lill  a  good  .sub^^amial  >lriKture,  but 
not  large  enough,  to  the  German  Lutherans  of  Sibley  and  vicinity.  Rev. 
O.  C  Biemiann,  of  Viola  township,  who  ofRciates  also  in  Viola  township 
and  at  Harris,  serves  the  three  cnure^^itions.  IK-  lives  in  \  iola  township 
where  thi  tiiun,h  <nvns  a  manse.  The  l^utheran  churcli  of  Sibley  is  in  a 
Huuriiihing  condition. 

THE  OCHEVEDAN  CONGREGATIONAL  CHL'RCIt. 

The  Ocheye<Iaii  Ci>nure{,'ati<»nal  ciuuch  was  itri;;ani^e<l  in  1SS8  ami  the 
present  churcli  Imildnig  erected  in  iNy.?.  Thomas  IVll,  L.  R.  I  itcli.  I ).  Don- 
aldson. W.  A.  Briiunall.  J.  I-.  Brown.  J.  B.  Chase,  W.  13.  Jackson.  E.  T. 
Brig^s,  K.  \V.  Coats.  J.  F.  Glover,  1*.  K.  Rawlins  and  (Jeorge  1£.  Brown 
have  been  the  pastors,  serving  in  the  onler  named.  The  |iastoratcs  have 
avera!4ed  alxnit  tw  ■  years  in  length.  Mrs.  .\.  \'.  Uandall.  Mrs.  E.  C),  Man- 
ville,  .Mr.  and  .\ir>,  Jolni  .\nnstroni;.  Mr.  .-nid  Mrs.  j.  .M.  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  \  anL'leve  and  .Mr.  L.  Unchnian  ha\e  l>een  leaihng  nunihers  lor  many 
years.  Mrs.  Belle  Randall  is  the  clnnch  clerk,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Tutney  is  the 
church  treasurer.  The  church  reports  fifty-three  niemljers.  Of  these  four- 
teen are  males  and  thirty-nine  females.  Of  the  nieniln  rs.  ^ix  are  reported 
absent.  The  jiresent  .Sunday  school  sniH-'rintendent  is  Mrs.  Ida  .\llanl.  The 
nieni1)er«-  of  the  .Sunday  >cIit>ol  lunuber  sev.enty.  The,  church  pri»i)erty  is 
worth  about  two  t!iuiisan<l  dollars. 

I  he  church  al  proent  receives  assistance  from  the  Iowa  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society.  It  is  also  assisted  by  a  highly  efficient  Ladies'  Aid  Society 
called  the  Busy  Fiees.  Bemice  and  Beatrice  Manville.  the  twin  daughters  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  O.  Manville,  are  fine  musicians  and  are  of  much  help  in  the 
choir. 
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The  church  has  had  regular  services,  with  h'ttle  interruption,  since  the 
date  of  or^nization.    On  several  occasions  Fiev.  \V.  A.  Schwinilcy.  while 

jxistitr  ill  Stl>lt'v,  ])rc;K-lK'<l  revival  sermons  in  tlie  Ocbeyedan  clnirc  li.  (  )f  the 
newer  members  of  the  church  \\h>>  were  yood  Iielpers.  Mr.  .niil  Mrs.  Ilinr\ 
Breninier,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead,  deserve  siK'cial  mention.  Ul  the  older 
members  the  late  Mrs.  C.  L.  Buchman  was  the  church  treasurer  for  many 
years.  The  church  is  without  a  parson^  and  it  is  hard  to  rent  a  suitable 
dwelling  for  one,  but  the  chnrch  is  not  at  all  iliscouraut  d.  Having  survived 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century,  it  has  le.irne<l  to  l»e  palieni  ami  overcome  olv- 
stack's.  It  feels  it  has  a  mission  in  (  Klieyedaii  and  thai  it  i>  a  1k1|>  to  the 
commuin'ty  With  tiie  further  development  of  the  tine  country  round  alj<.>ut 
and  the  gi  <>wth  of  tlie  town  tlie  church  will  undoubtedly  share  in  the  gen- 
eral prosperity. 

FIRST  GERMAN  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  SIBLEY. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  Germans  from  eastern  United  States 
b^n  to  move  westward  and  settle  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  Iowa  and 
South  Dakota,  .\inong  these  early  settlers  missionaries  were  very  active. 
Rev.  J.  1-"..  1  )rake.  the  otVicial  niis-.i( >nary.  Rev.  H.  W'ortni.nm  and  other  local 
pastors  ot'  the  (iermaii  PreNbylerirm  church,  throuj^ti  their  unabatii^t;  activity 
ami  the  ( irace  «<i  dud,  were  instrumental  in  orgamzing  churches  among  the 
German  speaking'  people  of  the  Northwest. 

During  tlie  year  of  1892  missionary  work  was  b^fun  among  the  Ger- 
mans of  Sibl^r  and  vicinity.  At  first  preachin^^  ser\'ices  were  conducted  in 
the  court  house;  later  in  tlie  Baptist  and  the  old  St.  John's  I'piscopal  church. 
In  iS<;6  the  present  church  building  was  jnirchased  from  the  Methodists. 
Iwo  lots.  11  anil  ij.  in  block  \o,  in  the  town  of  Sibley,  were  se- 
aired  from  the  Iowa  Land  G>inpany  on  which  the  present  church  traildii^ 
is  situated.  The  congregation  also  owns  a  seven-room  manse,  situated  on 
lots  5  and  in  block  9.  in  Chase's  addition  to  Sibley.  The  entire 
valuation  oi  tlie  liuircli  property  is  eiijht  thousand  dollars,  free  from  debt. 
Last  year  the  entire  chinch  liuildiui;  was  equipped  with  a  spacious  ]>asenieiit 
anil  a  new^  healing  .system.  The  church  on  the  inside  ha.s  lately  l>cen  deco- 
rated by  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society. 

After  the  oi^nization  had  been  effected  in  1895  and  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  Iowa,  it  was  received  under  the  care  of  the  pre.sbytery  of  Sioux 
City  and  synod  of  Towa.  and  so  ntiiained  until  it  was  transferred  to  the 
presbytery  of  George  and  the  German  synod  of  the  Northwest.  Xames 
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piuir.inciu  among  llic  charter  mcnilxTs  are :  Oscar  Schniiclt,  Krinc  iJcutli. 
Cornelius  Jensen,  Min  Schouliovcn  and  Claas  Huffmann.  Ruling  elders, 
deacons  and  a  board  of  trustees  constitute  the  official  staff.  Rev.  Aiken 
Kruse  sen'eil  a>.  the  first  local  i)astor  of  the  newly  organized  church.  He 
was  snccee'K'l  In  Rev,  I..  l''ij^i,H',  Rev.  I",  r..  Graiicko  and  Rev.  J.  Schaelde. 
For  a  while  (hiring  the  year  of  KJ04  the  l  inncli  was  without  a  pastor.  Mis- 
sionar)'  E.  Boell  had  charge  uf  the  held  for  a  while  until  Rev.  A.  Proett  be- 
came its  regular  pastor  in  the  year  1905.  About  thirty  new  members  were 
added  to  the  church  during  his  pastorate  of  five  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1910  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  Oltman  B.  Oltmans.  was  called  and  is  still 
servint:  the  church. 

'I'lie  clnnrh  now  has  a  total  menihership  oi  forty  coniinnnicaiitv.  .Miout 
fifty  ian)ilie>  are  as.sociated  with  llie  clnuciu  representing  aixiut  three  hun- 
dred individuals.  The  Ladies'  Aid,  missionary  societies  and  the  Sunday 
school  are  the  only  organizations  connected  with  the  church.  The  Ladies' 
Aid  Society  has  a  membership  of  eighteen  and  the  Sunday  school  an  en- 
rollment of  eighty  members. 

TBS  nitST  BAPTIST  CHUKCH  OP  SIBLBY. 

As  early  as  1874,  a  few  of  the  Baptists  of  Sibley  met  in  the  furniture 
store  of  Mr.  .Mitchell,  in  w-hat  was  knuw-n  as  tlie  Shell  hnildiiiLT.  Thi>  stoi>d 
where  Dr.  W  ilder's  house  nuw  stands.  No  pennanent  organization  was 
made  at  that  time  but  the  subject  was  discussed  and  in  February,  1876,  a 
meeting  was  calle<l  at  the  Congregational  church.  Ten  persons  responded 
to  this  invitation  and  passed  a  resolution  to  organiie  as  the  First  Baptist 
clvnrli  of  Sibley.  Oro.  T.  O.  Willx  rn  was  elected  as  the  first  deacon  and 
Mary  Laldwel!  a->  the  tir-.t  clerk.  .\  li^t  of  all  kiiown  Baptists  in  the  county 
was  made  at  tlii^  meeting  and  the  number  rcptjrted  as  twenty-five.  .\t  a 
bu.suiess  meeting  April  i.  1876,  it  was  voted  to  invite  the  Baptist  minister  of 
Spirit  I^ke.  Rev.  J.  L.  Coppoc.  to  preach  in  Sibley  once  each  month.  Two 
more  deacons  were  afipointed,  Bro.  Mitchell  and  Bro.  Churchill,  and  two 
tnistees  outside  of  the  church  membership.  C.  T.  Hill  and  J.  F.  Glover.  The 
Cherxkee  chiircii  showed  interest  in  our  welfare  at  this  time  by  presenting 
a  communitfu  set.  .\t  the  June  covenant  meeting  arrangements  were  made 
to  call  a  council  to  meet  with  the  church  the  la.st  Saturday  in  July  to  consider 
the  propriety  01  K-ing  rccf>gnized  »««  a  regular  Baptist  church.  This  council 
was  held  July  29.  1876.  and  the  following  churches  were  represented  by 
delegates :   Spirit  Lake.  Sioux  Falls.  Cherokee  and  Iowa  City.  The  follow- 
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ing  day  resolutions  to  recognize  the  church  were  adopted,  a  recognition  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Rev.  Coppoc  and  the  rigrht  hand  of  fellowship  was 
extended  to  the  church.  'I'hc  list  of  nieiuUers  at  that  titnc  numbered  about 
eightcfti  aii<l  otlicrs  wen-  addrd  within  a  >\vtvt  time  after  tliis  nH-rtitii,''.  Thtis 
was  ptTtt'Cted  tlie  nr^aiii/aiii tii  that  lia>  gone  ^tcatUly  onward,  ^oiiiclinici  in 
tlic  gloom  of  discuuragciucnt,  and  sometimes  in  the  sunsliinc  of  success,  but 
always,  as  the  church  believes,  under  tlie  care  ami  approval  of  God. 

For  some  time  after  the  council  meeting  the  subject  of  calling  a  pastor 
was  discussed,  but  on  account  i>f  the  re|K*ated  faihire  of  croii^  th:oni;!i 
]iol)l>er  tinu  <,  it  was  postponed  nntil  tlie  winter  of  iS-.S-^i).  w  hen  ke\ .  jnd- 
sun  lanie  to  work  in  this  part  of  h.wa  in  tlic  lapaeily  of  a  home  nnssioiiary. 
In  the  toiluwing  .spring  he  wa>  gi\cn  a  call  to  Ijccoine  pastor  of  liic  church. 
He  was  a  faithful  worker,  preaching  not  only  in  Sibley  hut  in  some  of  the 
school  hiNusvs  of  the  adjoining  country.  He  closed  his  work  the  first  of 
March.  i.SKo.  and  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  E.  M.  Heybum  for  six 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  lie  was  ealled  for  a  \ear.  :ind  annually  tlierc- 
afler  until  his  resignation  in  .April,  iSS-.  His  seven  years  of  pastorate  were 
marked  by  many  im|K»riant  events,  princijal  of  which  was  the  erection  of  the 
present  church.  Before  this  time  the  services  were  held  either  in  the  Con- 
gregational church  or  in  the  old  sch<K>l  house.  The  church  site  was  purchased 
in  April,  i88j.  and  the  money  for  the  building  was  raised  by  private  sub- 
scrii)tion  and  a  loan  from  the  home  n'i-xionary  soeietv.  Some  of  ilu-  work 
on  the  building  was  donated.  The  church  wa.s  ci>inpleted  and  ilcdicated  in 
the  fall  of  i88j.  . 

Rev.  Heyburn  is  remembered  with  wamient  affection.  lie  lainired  long 
and  faithfully  during  the  hard  times  when  the  .society  was  hard  pre.Hse<l  to 
pay  off  tli«-  church  debt.  In  order  to  li\  e  and  L;e(  along  he  put  in  many  a  hard 
day's  work  in  the  harve>t  field.  After  Mr.  Ileyburn  resigne<l  in  iSSj  K\v 
C".  1'"..  Higgins  |)ecame  pastor,  luit  in  le-s  than  two  mi»iuh-  lie  ]i;!->mi1  to  his 
rewanl.  li is  death  wcurred  at  IndciK'mlcnce,  Xoveniber  3,  1.SS7.  In  June. 
1S88.  Rev.  Schutz.  of  Btichanan  OMttity,  cimc  to  the  church  a?id  remained 
until  iStjo  and  <luring  that  time  did  much  elTective  work.  The  hajnistry  was 
put  in  the  church  during  the  first  summer  hv  \v:i-  liere.  Then  camc  Rev. 
Richard  I'.ra'Nhaw  from  X'ermoni.  in  Jtme.  i<'<<<o.  lie  was  a  native  of 
I'jigland  ami  proved  to  Ik.-  a  ^ooil  :m<i  f.iiiiiful  worker  intil  lie  he.i;aii  to  suf- 
fer fnun  ill  health.  In  the  autumn  uf  1S91  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
work.  lie  went  to  California,  but  received  no  especial  benefit  from  the 
change  and  soon  received  the  message  to  come  up  higher.  The  church  was 
without  a  pastor  from  November  i,  1891.  to  July  t.  1892.  when  Rev.  Schutz 
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nun  III <1  lo  ^ibicv  Ui.ii  accqHetl  a  call,  lie  reniaincd  liiis  time  two  years, 
closing  liis  work  here  Xovember  i,  1893.  Again  the  church  without  a 
pastor  for  nearly  a  year.  In  October,  1894,  Rev.  McCoHum  caine  half  lime, 
each  alternate  bunday  b.iijg  spent  in  Worthiiij^ton  where  he  resided.  He 

was  an  cariK'sr  \viirl<(.'r  iuit  tiic  oluirch  iVIt  tin-  m  ^'il  <>i  a  resilient  |ia-«ti>r  <>u  hill 
time.  >ii  .  1).  II.  I ,i\ iiit;>t"nc'  iR-gan  i)a>ti«ial  \vi»rk  in  Sililcy  m  I  k.cnilK-r. 
it<i>5.  I  ill-  ti>lli>\vi;)5^  June  he  resigned  to  accei>t  a  call  to  become  |ia>liti  *>\ 
Calvary  Ua|)ti.Ht  Church,  of  Sioux  City.  Soon  after  Brother  ].ivinj*sii).t,' 
left  to  go  to  Sioux  City  tlie  attention  of  the  pulpit  committee  was  directed 
to  Rolla  E.  Brown,  a  student  at  Iowa  l-'alis,  rnid  lie  was  secured  as  pastor.  He 
Iiegan  work  in  i8<;((  and  remained  for  nearly  tlnee  year.-,  lie  was  a  faith- 
ful worker  and  during  his  i)astorate  twenty-three  memliers  were  arlded  to 
the  chmch  by  baptisni  and  one  by  letter.  He  resigneil  to  reiiiuue  hi,s  school 
work.  The  next  man  called  to  this  field  was  Rev.  Baxter.  He  was  a  good 
man,  but  peculiar  and  was  asked  to  resign  after  serving  three  months. 

The  church  was  tlien  without  a  pastor  for  a  period  of  ten  months.  In 
Octo!  er.  iS*/;.  nnnlier  ('  A.  Lemon  wa-^  called  and  remained  nearly  two 
years.  di>i'  _Lr  faith tu!  uurk  until  he  resiiLjneil  .Xut^ust  1901.  Durin;^  Bro. 
LemoM  s  pasloraie  llierc  were  added  to  the  membership  six  by  baptism  and 
three  by  letter.  .Again  the  church  was  like  a  sheep  without  a  shepherd  for 
nearly  nine  months.  Init  loyally  held  together  until  May,  1902,  when  Brother 
A.  K.  CliaT  <ller  was  railed.  During  his  pastorate  thv  Si  nx  \'alky  Associa- 
tio-i  iiu-t  with  this  cl  unh.  There  were  admitted  to  the  church  dnriiit;  his 
]':'>(i'rate  twenty-one  l)y  baptism,  fourteen  by  letter  and  three  h\  e\]>(  rience 
lie  resif^ned  Octoljcr  30,  1904.  May  22.  1905.  Rev.  Bancroft  he.^an  work 
her.-       resigned  March  29,  1906. 

!!;n'.  T.  \V.  Harris^,  of  Macon,  Georgia,  began  his  pastorate  June  3.  1907. 
1!.;  h  '  .  and  his  wife  were  a  great  help  in  many  ways.  During  Rev.  Harris' 
pa-t  ilie  cl-in«.li  r<  II  was  revised  and  fiiiiy-fr)ur  were  dropped,  eleven 

disnii  (  •'  liy  ktter  and  ven  lost  by  death.  There  were  added  twenty-seven 
by  b.ij.ti-n).  sis  by  experience  and  ten  by  leUer.  Rev.  Harris  resigned  June 
28,  ic;o8,  his  resignation  to  take  effect  the  first  of  the  following  October. 
Once  again  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  eight  months,  depending  on 
such  .supply  as  could  be  obtained.  In  Ajnil.  \f)cv).  Rev.  H.  R.  Williams,  of 
l")oon.  Iiiwa.  was  called  \i<  the  klinnh.  r'>>lh  he  and  his  family  Iirne  been 
much  help  lo  the  church  and  ,ill  it-,  ;ni.\iliaries.  Durinsj;  \->y<K  Williams"  pas- 
torate thus  far  there  have  been  ad<led  to  tlie  church  two  by  baptism  and  eight 
by  letter.  One  has  Iieen  dismissed  by  letter.  Rev.  Williams  is  an  earnest  and 
.scholarly  gentleman  and  is  doing  a  fine  work  ior  the  church  an<l  c«>mmnnity. 
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At  the  present  time  the  Baptist  Young  People's  Union  consists  of 
twenty-eight  persons,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  active  members.  It  is  one  of 
.   the  most  promising  departments  of  the  church  and  points  forward  to  achieve- 
ments in  future  work. 

THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAK  CHURCH  OF  RORTON  TOWNSHIP. 

'riu-  Jirst  (itTiiKui  Lutheran  settlers  of  Horton  township  came  in  1883 
from  \\  i!!  o-mnty,  Illinois.  They  were  l-Vedrich  Glade.  Heiirich  Pinkenl)nrg-, 
Aiiijnst  i'alen.ski  ami  Dicdi  icli  W  asMiiami.  W'ilhclm  Xoehren  and  Karl 
Griep  followed  in  1884.  On  A.<Hxnsion  day,  .May  jj,  1884,  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Hes.-ic,  at  that  time  pa-Htor  at  Hull,  Iowa,  preached  the  first  German  Lutheran 
semion  in  the  old  Methodist  church,  then  standing  on  the  D.  Wassmann 
place.  Miu-  mile  north  and  one-half  mile  west  of  Ocheyedaii.  From  this  date 
he  ]  Head  ltd  tpiue  a  m(»iuh.  i>r  as  often  as  was  ]»'»^><ih1e.  nntil  1886.  wiien 
H.  \\  in«l.  a  >tudent  H'  li!  y  iMU-onlia  Collej;e,  Spriiigtield,  Illinois,  assisted 
him,  taught  school  during  ihc  winter,  and  preached.  This  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  the  German  parochial  school  of  Horton  township. 

On  April  17,  1887,  the  congregation  was  organized  and  a  constitution 
adopteil.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  known  as  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
chnrcli.  I  lu-  first  Ni;^iier>  i>t'  the  n  m-tinttion  were  IL  Piiikeiiburg,  H.  Rusche, 
Christ  Brenmier,  August  Bremer,  Karl  Gricp,  I  J.  \\  a^>nianu,  Fred.  Glade, 
Clir.  Pope.  Fr.  Kruetzel,  August  Palenske  and  Wilhelni  Noehren.  The  first 
trustees  were  Fred.  Glade,  H.  Pinkenbui^g  and  D.  Wassmann.  The  secre- 
tary was  \Mlhelm  Xoehren  and  the  treasurer  was  Chr.  Bremer.  John  Schin- 
ncrer  was  installetl  as  first  resident  pastor  on  July  .^i.  1S87.  In  1888  the  first 
church  and  parsonage  was  built.  I'red  Glade  d'liiated  five  acres  and  Karl 
Griep  three  acres  of  land  for  chutrh  and  school  jmrposes.  In  189J  Rev. 
Schinnerer  answere<l  a  call  to  Micliigan  and  Rev.  B.  J.  Ansorge  took  charge. 
In  1806  Rev.  Ansorge  resigne<l  and  Rev.  Chr.  Daeumler,  of  Sanborn,  Iowa, 
was  called.  While  he  was  pastor  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  St. 
r*eter'-;  ch  irch  wa^  ort^ani/ed  in  This  church  built  a  new  building  in 

190^  at  a  co>t  of  forty-three  hundred  dollars.  The  comer  stone  was  laid 
April  _'o.  !</)_'.  and  the  new  chiu'ch  was  de<licated  .\ugust  n>\  of  tli<.  Ninie 
year.  On  the  day  of  dedication  only  six  hundred  dollars  remained  unpaid. 
While  Rev.  Daenmler  had  charge  of  the  congregation,  he  had  two  assistants. 
A.  Kraft  t  i  l  I  P.udi.  In  February,  1908,  Rev.  Daeumler  followed  a  call 
t<t  ()klah<iina.  and  <>u  .Voremlier  1st.  of  the  same  year,  the  present  pastOT, 
D.  W.  Laugclett,  was  installed  b\'  Rev.  A.  Meukeus,  of  Ocheyedan. 
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'I'lic  Lutherans  in  Horton  township  established  a  parochial,  or  chureli 
sthnol.  l)cf(irc  tlie  congregation  was  orgatiiznl  ami  have  maintained  it  ever 
since.  'Ihe  reason  for  establishing  and  maintaining  church  schools  is  be- 
cause they  feel  it  is  their  duty  to  instruct  their  children  in  the  Holy  Word  of 
God  and  make  them  good  Christians.  While  the  Sunday  school  is  good  they 
feel  that  it  is  not  enough.  .At  the  same  tiine  they  believe  if  they  succeed  in 
making  them  true  (  hristians  they  have  the  very  best  citizens  of  the  I'nited 
States.  They  believe  willi  Daniel  Webster,  one  of  the  greatest  ^tatesnlen 
and  orators  America  has  ever  known,  when  he  said  in  his  famous  Plymouth 
OTation,  "Whatever  makes  men  good  Christians,  makes  than  also  good 
citizens."  And  Gladstone,  the  world  renowned  statesman  of  Great  Britain, 
often  said.  "Try  to  make  good  conscientious  Christians  of  your  children, 
and  r,rea1  Britain  will  Ite  well  satisfied  with  them  as  citizens."  That  is  the 
avowed  true  s))iril  that  animates  the  Lutheran  congregation.  That  tlie 
reason  they  aliinn  for  establishing  and  maintaining  their  parochial  sehooiv. 
They  desire  to  give  their  children  the  "peari  without  price" — the  Christian 
religion — and  make  them  thereby  the  very  best  citizens  of  this  country. 
At  times  this  school  has  had  an  enrollment  of  more  than  forty  names,  hut 
at  presetit  there  are  only  twenty-one  names  on  the  roll. 

The  voting  members  of  the  church  mmiber  thirty-three  at  the  present 
tinje.  i  he  present  trustees  are  August  Clans,  George  Ostermann  and  Con- 
rad Bremer.  The  German  church,  since  its  oiiganization,  has  always  been 
one  of  the  most  important  matters  among  the  Germans  in  Horton  township. 
If  by  the  teachings  of  the  church  and  school  they  can  make  the  growing 
gcnor.it ion  as  gnofj  citizens  as  the  present  generation,  then  the  countiy  may 
certainly  be  well  satisfied. 

THE  GERMAK  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  VIOLA  TOWNSHIP. 

\'iola  township  received  (|uite  an  influx  of  ru-nnan  Lutlieran  farmers 
alxiut  tweiity-tive  or  thirty  years  ago.  W  Iierever  tlase  ]M.o]»k>  settle  one  of 
the  fkst  things  consitlered  is  church  privilego.  .Manx  of  lijc  ol<ler  of  thcxc 
settlers  do  not  understand  the  English  language  very  well,  hence  they  feel 
the  need  of  a  church  wherein  the  preaching  will  be  in  their  mother  tongue. 

As  early  as  1890  the  question  of  a  Lutheran  church  for  Vioh  town- 
ship and  vicinity  was  discussed,  and  iHqj  a  church  societv  was  fotuided. 
Servkes  were  held  in  a  school  house  at  first  and  in  1805  a  buildiui^  wa-  ended 
on  section  22,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  farm  of  I  rcd  .\ttig.  A  par- 
sonage was  built  in  1900,  to  which  an  addition  was  made  in  1912. 
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'I'Ik-  llist  iik'IIiIkts  wert'  Johi)  Kcdiiiiiis,  I*it«I  Rnlmw.  (icnl  llclircnds 
ami  Hcrnian  liniiiicnnaiiii.  Tin-  first  miiiislcr  ua>  Ki'v.  Ik-atlike,  who 
pR'adiod  131  a  sclu'ol  luntsc  «K\a^nii!aily  as  tlic  .scltlcr.s  were  cmiiiiij;  in.  Rev. 
W.  Diclcr  came  in  the  fall  of  1892  and  resigned  in  (^94.  He  is  now 
locntcd  at  llosiner.  South  Hakota,  officiating  in  a  country  charge.  Rev. 
LiKiwif^  (I.  V\'cincrich  accepted  a  call  and  was  installed  in  De-enilx  1.  !St)4, 
and  re>ij;r.e'.l  in  Xr.\tini:er.  iSn"  Ho  is  now  a  pastor  in  Ciennany.  C 
W  andeiti  lirrn  lu  ld  tlif  char.;(,-  a  slun  l  tiinu  fvw.  I",  t  "iw  in <\\  s.  r\i-<l 
as  ];asi"r  Uuni  1^*J7  U>  lyoj.  lie  is  now  al  Jacksini.  .Minnoola.  ive\ . 
John  Rauemiann  served  from  1902  to  1905  and  is  now  at  Ramona,  South 
Dakota.  Rev.  1.^  Wiedner  came  in  1906,  died  at  Harris.  Iowa,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1907  and  i>  1)11  ricd  in  the  Sibley  cemetery.  Mrs.  Wiedner  died 
iti  i<)i,^  and  is  alx)  hnried  in  llic  Sibley  ci-metery  Rev.  John  IJnden 
serveil  fmiii  AuLiii^l.  hjoj.  t<>  Maivli,  191 1,  and  is  now  at  Daykiii.  .\\'l»raska. 
Two  ol'  his  chil<lren  are  buried  al  I.ittic  Rock.  Rev.  O.  C.  ihermanu  came 
Mar  1,  Kjii.  and  is  still  in  charge  of  the  churches  of  this  denomination  in 
X  i'ihi  t«.\vnship.  Harris  and  Sihiey. 

i  he  fust  baiit  were  Hcrtha  Bechmann,  dead  :  Martha  Hechmann, 

tliv  wife  of  William  isU  ve;  |-"red  ("arl  Pie|H"r.  now  at  Rnshniore.  .Minnesota. 
a-id  Ania  RedeiMus.  !iow  .Mr>.  jolin  Luttermann.  The  first  couple  mar- 
ried were  W  illiam  lti«.'sse  and  Minnie  Rulx»w.  Mr.  Boesse  is  now  located 
at  'rro.sky.  Minnesota.  His  wife  died  in  1910  and  is  buried  at  Sibley.  The 
first  fttneral  was  that  of  Henry  Julius  Nachtigal,  who  was  bom  November 
9.  1846.  and  died  March  20.  1893.  This  church  is  located  in  a  rich  com- 
munity, and  should  pros|)er  and  grow  as  time  passes. 

THE  HOPE  CHURCH. 

AlHint  <  iL,diteen  years  ajjo  there  was  (jnite  a  prosperous  settlement  of 
Presbyterian  ( ieniians  in  West  Holman  township,  a  few  miles  west  of  Sil>- 
Icy.  (.lerd  cle  V  ries  was  the  principal  moving  spirit  in  the  agitation  which 
led  up  to  the  establishment  of  Hope  church.  A  church  society  was  or- 
ganized and  a  church  and  parsonage  erected,  which  flourished  and  sustained 
a  pastor  several  years.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Isaac  Kruse.  The  sec- 
ond Re\  .  l-ij^i^e  and  the  third  was  Rev.  Groncke.  The  present  pastor  is 
Rev.  I..  Ileijenga.  who  has  this  church  and  a  church  in  the  east  end  of 
Lyoii  county,  a  few  miles  from  (k'orge.  He  resides  at  the  Lyon  county 
church.    Of  late  years  many  of  the  supporters  of  this  church  have  moved 
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away,  leaving  it  in  ratlm  .1  weak  condition.  However,  they  are  keeping 
up  the  organization  and  are  living  in  the  hope  of  better  times. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  OP  ASHTON. 

"Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help." 

On  the  yth  of  June,  1871,  the  first  two  German  >tttkrs  of  this  parish 
canic  to  Ostct-tla  omnty  !<■  Inoatc  tht-ir  lionicstcads.  In  iSjj  atid  1873  the 
Geniians  incrca-c'<i  llicir  nmiilxT  lo  len  iainilif>  l»ut  in  llu*  two  li >ll<i\vint; 
years  all  except  tliicc  families  leit  Usteola  couiUy  011  account  ot  tiic  grass- 
hopper scourge.  As  soon  as  this  plague  ceased  new  settlers  continued  to 
come  here,  so  that  in  the  year  of  1877  fourteen  German  families  had  settled 
near  .Ashton  and  several  Iri-^li  families  near  Sibley. 

As  soon  as  Rev.  !>.  C  Leiielian  ut  Siuu.x  City  and  Rev.  Juhn  Smith  of 
lunmeltshmx  l<.'anK'd  thai  (  athnlirs  had  -.ellk-d  in  Dsit-dla  cunnly  they 
occasionally  came  to  Sibley  to  look  after  their  spiritual  wants,  in  1X77 
Rev.  P.  J.  Lynch  was  sent  as  resident  priest  to  Sheldon  and  fur  a  time 
looked  after  the  Osceola  county  Catholics.  Within  a  few  years  the  num- 
ber of  German  Catholics  near  Ashton  Iia<l  increased  to  twenty-six  families 
and  they  now  frequently  six'ke  <>f  buikling  a  cinnvli.  On  Septeml>er  27, 
1880.  a  nu'etiiijLj  was  hekl  tn  determine  upon  a  location  iov  tin-  chmrli.  The 
railroad  company  had  liljcrally  ottered  to  donate  live  acres  of  laiul  if  the 
Catholics  would  build  the  church  near  the  Ashton  station.  John  Streit 
olTered  them  five  acres  of  his  farm,  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  sta- 
tion,  but  nearer  to  the  center  of  the  settlement,  and  for  this  reason  the  last 
offer  w  as  accepted.  At  this  meetini:^  a  subscription  was  taken  which  amount- 
ed to  Si.-' 1 3.00.  Wlien  Father  P.  J.  Lynch  heard  of  their  courage  he  at 
once  came  to  Ashton  to  congratulate  the  settlers  and  on  September  29, 
1880,  celebrated  the  first  holy  mass  in  the  house  of  John  Streit  Thus  the 
blessing  of  God  was  called  down  upon  the  new  parish  and  their  under- 
taking. On  October  loth  work  was  begun  on  the  new  church,  twenty-six  by 
forty-eight  feet,  and  it  was  eventually  comi)leted  at  a  cost  of  ,"vt,8oo.  Tlte 
voung.  hut  po4ir.  cons^retjatiofi  im  fnllv  looked  U|)on  the  result  of  their  good 
labors  and  their  joy  was  greatly  increa.sed  when  Father  Lynch  came  on 
the  1 2th  of  March,  1881.  and  celelwated  holy  mass  for  the  first  time  in 
the  new.  but  unplastered,  church.  In  1882  Father  LyiKh  was  called  away 
from  Sheldon  and  Rev.  J.  J.  O'Reilly  became  his  successor,  under  whose 
care  the  congregation  increased  to  about  ten  families.  In  1883  Father 
O'Reilly  removed  from  Sheldon  and  Rev.  T.  J.  Sullivan  succeeded  him. 
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Umler  J'atlK-r  Siilli\airs  fare  tin-  nmi;rcL;atiuii  increased  i->  >i.\ty-Ioui" 
(ic-rniaii  tainilit's.  Many  more  laiiic  with  the  intention  ol  settling  here,  but, 
finding  it  impossible  to  i»urclia>e  land  near  the  church,  went  to  other  places. 

This,  of  course,  greatly  injured  the  growth  of  the  coiigr^ation.  Now 
they  considered  it  a  mistake  to  have  built  the  church  two  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  station,  which  had  by  this  time  grown  a  little  xillage.  For  this 
reasDii  I'atlier  Sullivan,  witli  the  consent  of  tlie  Ri.nht  Kt  \ .  insisted 
lh.it  the  clnireli  should  be  moved  to  tlie  town  of  Ashton.  In  1885  the 
present  site  was  bought  ami  the  church  movctl  thereon.  At  the  same  lime 
four  acres  of  land  was  bought  for  a  parish  cemetery.  In  June.  1888,  Rev. 
James  McCormack  was  sent  to  Ashton  as  the  first  resident  priest.  He  at  once 
built  a  handsome  little  frame  parsonage  at  a  cost  of  twelve  hundred  ddUrs,  in- 
cluding the  furniture.  The  same  year  eit^ht  now  families  canu'  liere.  increasintjf 
tlie  ininiUer  of  parishioners  to  seventy-two.  In  t!ie  >|)rini^  of  iS,Si)  the  good 
father  erected  the  hrst  parish  school,  a  building  thirty-si.\  by  thirty-eight, 
at  a  cost  of  thirty-two  hundred  dollars,  and  at  once  engaged  three  sisters  of 
the  Order  of  St.  Francis  (Dubuque)  who  opened  the  school  in  Septemlier 
with  ihirty-hve  pupils. 

in  iS()()  Rev,  h'ather  Met  "ormack  was  transferred  to  .SheMon  ami  Kcv 
J.  P.  llolinian  was  ap]>ointed  to  Ashloii.  takini,"^  cliar^H-  lannarv  j;.  iSyo. 
The  school  and  the  mother  language  in  the  cliurcli  drew  (.jerinan  families 
from  all  sides,  so  that  in  1892  the  parish  counted  ninety-six  families.  This 
growth  called  for  more  room  in  the  chureh.  Having  already  used  all  avail- 
able space,  it  was  impossible  to  give  seats  to  each  famil>.  In  a  meeting  it 
was  <!ecided  in  the  foll<i\ving  spring  to  build  a  new  cliurch.  In  accordant-.,' 
with  this  decision  a  lot  was  !)oiiqht.  ilie  old  ciinrcli  moveil  on  it  and  cliri!ii,'ed 
into  .1  parish  hall.  CJii  May  28.  i<Sy3.  work  was  iKgun  on  tiie  new  iranic 
church  building,  forty-four  by  one  hundred  and  twelve  'eet,  at  a  cost  of 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  On  October  25th  it  was  dedicated  by 
Rev.  T.  Treacy,  of  Sioux  City,  who  acted  as  delegate  of  the  Most  Rev. 
Arclibi-^liop  Hennessey,  of  I)nl>n<|ne  ( )n  this  occasion  holy  mass  was  cele- 
brated l>y  Rev.  jose|>h  I'rinkmaiin  and  the  (ierman  .sermon  <leli\ered  liy  tlic 
late  Rev.  Henry  Hemme.sath  and  the  ICnglish  sermon  by  Father  Treacy. 
During  the  five  following  years  the  inside  of  the  church  was  furnished  with 
new  pews,  a  communion  rail,  pulpit,  pipe-oigan,  chasubles  and  two  side  al- 
tars, :ill  at  a  cost  of  si.vty-cight  hundred  dollars.  The  hi^^li  altar  was  do- 
nated by  I-!va  Boor,  in  memory  of  her  deceased  luisband.  at  a  cost  of 
fourteen  hundred  dollars.    By  this  time  the  parish  had  grown  to  one  hundred 
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aiul  fifteen  families  ami  this  natiiially  increased  tlii.'  ininiber  of  jnipils  in  the 
scIkkiI  In  tile  \car  1807  it  waN  lotuul  sometliing  had  to  be  done  to  ac- 
commodate the  increasing  number  of  school  children. 

The  parish  therefore  concluded  that  a  new  school  building,  forty  by  sixty 
feet,  should  be  erected.  This  was  done  in  the  spring  of  1898.  At  the  same 
time  the  old  parsonage  was  moved  m  u  the  new  school  house  and  enlarged 
for  a  sisters*  residence  and  the  old  bnildini^  was  rniiiHlclci!  fr>r  a 

parsonas^e.  All  this  was  done  at  a  cost  of  seventy-two  huntlred  and  sixty- 
nine  dollars. 

Now  it  was  expected  there  would  be  room  enough  in  the  school  and 
church  for  years  to  come.  But  the  parish  continued  to  grow  and  in  1910 
it  was  discovered  the  church  was  too  small.  The  congregation  therefore 
decided  to  put  a  cross  addition  to  it,  forty-lour  by  fifly-six  feel  witli  a 
steam  heatiny;  ]>lant  tlic  church  and  i>ne  for  the  scIidoI.  The  interior  of 
the  church  was  remodeled  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  was  expended.  The  church  will  now  seat  seven  hundred  iieopic  and 
in  the  school  will  accommodate  two  hundred  and  fifty,  two  hundred  and  fif- 
teen seals  of  whidi  are  occupied.  Five  sisters  of  the  Order  of  .St.  Francis, 
from  Dubuque,  arc  in>trncting  the  children.  The  value  of  tite  church  prop- 
erty is  about  sixty-t'r.e  thousand  dollars. 

This  parish  has  given  the  diocese  one  priest,  another  will  lje  ordained 
within  six  months,  and  a  tliird  is  studying  philosophy.  Three  girls  have 
become  nuns.  The  confraternity  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  has  a  mem- 
bership of  eight  lumdred  and  twenty-eight  and  the  sodality  of  tlie  Initnacu- 
late  Concept  i  'U  has  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five.  Siuvv 
the  pari-^h  ha-  liad  a  resident  prie^t  there  have  been  six  Innidred  and  twenty- 
seven  baptisms,  i«iur  hundred  and  twenty-four  conlirmalions,  ninety-live  mar- 
riages and  ninety-five  deathd.  J.  V.  liotTmann,  the  present  pastor,  who  has 
been  the  guiding  spirit  during  the  ramarkable  development  of  this  school 
and  church  of  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  was  born  on  November  11. 
1855.  in  the  i,Man<l  duchy  of  Luxemburg.  In  the  year  1871  he  came  with 
his  jtarents  \>  >  tlii^  country  and  liverl  with  tiiem  on  a  farm  near  ri  »nncil 
Blulls,  lowa.  In  January,  1878,  he  began  his  classical  .^iiidie-.  uhicli  he 
finished  at  St.  Laurence  College,  Mt.  Calvary,  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  1882. 
He  went  to  St.  Joseph's  College,  Dubuque,  where  he  studied  philo.«iophy  one 
year  and  from  Dulnique  he  was  sent  to  the  Grand,  Seminary,  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, where  he  finished  a  three  vcars'  course  of  theologw  On  December  8, 
(40) 
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iSSr*.  Ik-  \\a>  I'nl.iiind  prifst  at  St.  Raphael's  Cathedral,  at  Dubiuiuc,  in'  Hi> 
Grace,  ihe  Ki;,'lit  Rev.  Arclibi>li<ii»  Hennessey.  (Jn  llie  Jolh  ui'  Ue- 
ccinljer  he  wa>  .sent  to  Willy.  Carroll  county,  Iowa.  On  September  20, 
18S7.  he  was  appointed  assistant  to  Rev.  Ad^sI  Sauter  at  Festina,  Winne- 
shiek eoimiy.  Iowa,  where  he  reii.  i  iii<!  a  little  o\cr  iwu  years.  On  the 
20th  ol  jannarv.  iSi.i..  lu-  recei\iil  hi-  ,'i]»]M>intiiient  ti>  Ashl'iii.  <  )>ceula 
eounty,  Iowa,  where  he  ha-  -]»eiu  the  lx*st  part  of  his  life.  A  quarter  ni 
a  century  in  one  plaee  witii  the  results  attained  is  a  remarkable  record. 

ST.  Andrew's  romak  catholic  ciicrcu  of  siblkv. 

'I'lie  lirsl  l  atbolic  settlers  ni  Usccula  c-aiiiiy  were  .\ichiila->  V>n.>\-  and 
John  Strict.  They  came  on  the  19th  day  01  June.  1871.  ami  liled  on 
claims  in  Gtlman  township.  The  first  baby  of  Catholic  parentage  was  born 
in  1S7J.  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  Larkin,  and  reported  to  be  the  first 
while  iH.de  r'  'M  hni.  i-i  tlie  county.  The  first  (  ath'ilic  couple  to  l>e  in.tr- 
ried  by  Father  J.  J.  l  addon  in  1874  was  Mr.  and  \\r>.  John  Coui^hlin.  The 
Cou.niilin-s  now  live  in  Clark.  .South  Dakota.  i  he  lir'-t  funer.il  was  Kd- 
ward  Lahnrty  in  February.  1S73.  who  wa.s  frozen  to  death  east  of  Sibley, 
(ju  .-section  16.  The  first  mass  read  in  this  county  was  in  May,  1873,  in  Hol- 
nian  township.'  on  tlie  southeast  quarter  of  section  16,  on  the  homestead 
of  P.itrick  Larkin.  by  an  as-i-ta  ,t  priest  of  Fatlier  Lenihan,  of  Sioux  City. 

The  .^if)ley  p.irisli  w;is  tirst  served  by  priests  from  Soux  City,  twice  a 
year,  utitil  1875.  wlien  l  ather  Mice,  of  Le.Mars.  read  mass  tuUil  1877.  In 
1S77  i  aiber  1'.  J.  Lynch  was  >enl  as  resident  priest  to  Sheldon  and  to«)k 
care  of  the  Catholics  in  and  about  Sibley.  In  1880  the  Ashton  part  of  the 
coof-repfation  .seimrated  ami  built  a  church  on  the  John  Streit  farm,  about 
two  and  <»ne-lialf  miles  northwest  of  AslUon.  Thi.s  schism  considerably 
crippled  the  !^iM'y  con;.4reL|ati'>n.  f'ailier  T.ynch  omlin  ud  to  < r-casionallv 
attend  the  .^i!;Ie\  pari>>h  at  the  e<>in't  Iii>use  inilil  iS.'^j  wlun  b'atlier  J.  J. 
(  )  Rcilly  sm\eedcd  him  at  SlicMon.  He  also  txxasionally  attended  the  Sib- 
ley pari-ih.  In  1883  the  conjrregatton  l)ought  the  old  Sibley  school  house 
for  church  purposes  and  the  south  half  of  block  number  51.  and  moved 
t!ie  school  bnildinj^  on  it.  I*"ather  O'Reilly  was  succeeded  by  Father  T.  J. 
Snllieaii  at  SIieMon  in  i.*^!^.V  Father  Sullivan  came  to  Sibley  otice  a  mf)!Uli 
until  1888.  at  which  lime  leather  P.  J.  McCnmiick  was  sent  to  Ashton 
ami  also  ha<l  charge  of  the  Sibley  parish  until  1S90.  At  that  time  Fallici 
Dollanl  was  appointed  for  Rock  Rapids,  reading  mass  each  alternate  S\m- 
<1ay  in  Sibley  until  the  fall  of  1897. 
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During  this  time  the  present  church  was  built  and  cemetery  purchased 
In  the  fall  of  1897  Futher  O'Reilly  was  appointt^d  to  Sibley  as  first  resident 

pn"c^.t  and  the  con^  rcj^atioii  tlicii  I  milt  the  jn  cscnt  pars*  mrige.  Father 
U'Keiliy  was  succeeded  hy  l  atlier  J'IrUih  in  njo^,  who  in  turn  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Father  Hetherington  in  1909.  Father  Hetherington  remained 
until  the  fall  of  191 3  when  Father  £.  T.  Natly,  the  present  pastor,  was  ap- 
pointed. The  church  in  Sibley  has  always  been  secondary  to  Ashton,  on 
account  of  the  Catholic  school  at  Ashton,  the  Sibley  congr^ation  not  being 
able  to  snppvut  a  school  of  its  own. 

TIk-  Sil'ky  clnirch  proiterty  is  valued  at  alxiut  twelve  thousand  dollars 
and  the  pro[>eriy  is  free  from  all  indebtedness.  At  the  first  mass  the  tol- 
fowing  were  present :  Larkins  family,  the  Larathy  family,  Mrs.  John  Hen- 
derson. John  Coughlin,  John  Streit  and  family.  Kick  Boor  and  family,  the 
Zcnsen  family  and  P.  A.  Cajacoh.  The  Ojacob  family  is  the  only  family 
left  here,  most  of  them  being  dead. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


MEDICAL  msfOKV  Ot  OSCEOLA  COUNTY. 
By   H.    N.  ni.  M.  D. 

1  l>i(.n  a-^ked  by  tlu-  editor  to  write  ;«  history  of  incdiciiic  yd  the 

county  ill  its  pioneer  days,  and  il  lias  occum-d  to  nie  to  atttiiipt  to  In-giii  my 
account  in  the  year  i^JS'  ilic  date  uf  my  udwiit  into  the  county,  and  carry 
it  down  to  the  year  1895.  ^1^'^  ^  recognize  tu  be  artntrary,  and  rather 
unsatisfactory,  but  I  have  no  material  on  which  tu  construct  a  history  be- 
fore the  rirst  named  date,  and  tlure  are  other  men  in  active  work  more  fitted 
to  write  a  lii>tory  after  the  hist  named  year. 

In  attempting  this  task,  1  recognize  that  1  have  no  peculiar  titness  for 
the  work,  but  I  am  also  aware  that  I  am  the  only  living  person  who  iias  a 
good  knowledge  of  events  occurring  in  that  early  period.  Reminiscences 
are  usually  pleasant  to  the  old,  at  least,  and  if  this  account  should  produce  as 
much  weariness  to  the  reader  as  it  has  pleasure  to  the  writer,  the  account 
belw'een  the  jtartics  will  be  considered  as  balanced. 

A  liibtory  of  any  country  should  docribc  its  geograiihical  ami  piiy.sica! 
characteristics,  and  tlie  character,  race,  religion,  and  the  physiological  and 
mental  characteristics  of  its  inhabitants.  A  medical  history  is  only  con- 
cerned with  the  last  two  subjects. 

About  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  early  settlers  of  Osceola  county  were 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  and  the  >anie  is  true  of  northwest  Iowa.  These 
veterans  ^taike<l  arms,  married  tiieir  sweethearts,  worked  for  a  while  until 
they  could  get  a  \oke  of  cattle,  a  few  cows  and  a  little  money,  and  in  1871 
made  a  location  in  this  lieautifiU  region.  The  following  year  they  brought 
their  families  ami  made  their  permanent  homes  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

W  hat  happened  to  them  will  be  told  by  others.  I  can  tnly  state  that  at 
the  date  of  my  location  many  had  s[iven  up  the  fii^dit  and  left  the  country; 
many  had  mi^iateil  to  Sibley,  barely  a  majority  still  remained  on  their 
farms,  and  practically  all  were  very  poor.  Some  of  these  old  soldiers  were 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  gunshot  wounds,  and  still  more  of  them  from 
the  elTects  of  a  strenuous  army  life. 

I  WSLS  appointed  examining  surgeon  for  pensions  in  1876  and,  at  the 
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biennial  examination  lor  that  year,  forty-three  were  examined,  forty-one  for 
gunshot  wounds  and  two  for  hernia.  At  that  date  it  was  not  generally 
known  that  a  man  could  be  pensioned  for  disease.  Amongst  this  number, 
I  wish  to  menticm  W.  B.  Reed,  a  private,  who  bore  on  his  person  six  gun- 
shot wounds  and  three  shell  wounds ;  proba1)l\-.  history  records  no  man  with 
more  iiumennis  or  more  severe  woinids.  This  hero  siicciinibed  shortly  alter 
this  examination  U>  blix>d  jxjisoning,  due  to  the  opening  of  a  wound  in  the 
shoulder  and  the  breast:  his  remains  rest  in  the  Holman  cemetery,  and  he 
should  be  honored  by  a  suitable  monument 

A  history  of  medicine  in  the  county  should  oonunence  with  some  ac- 
ooiint  nf  t!ie  early  practitioners.  From  common  report,  I  believe  that  Bela 
i).  (  luirchili  was  tlie  first  to  practice  in  the  county.  He  was  prol>ably  an 
army  nurse  and.  on  liis  arrival,  as  there  were  no  d<x-tors,  he  had  to  do 
something  in  the  way  of  practice.  .\s  nearly  as  I  can  learn,  he  met  with 
indifferent  success.  Whether  he  ever  opened  an  ofBce  in  Sibley  I  have  not 
ascertained. 

Dr.  J-  M.  Jenkins  lived  on  a  farm  about  a  mile  southeast  of  Sibl^. 

I  learn  that  lie  was  formerly  an  army  surgeon,  and  a  very  good  practitioner, 
but  ne\er  devoted  all  his  time  tn  the  practice  <>{  medicine  while  resirjing 
in  the  county.    He  left  shortly  before  my  advent,  and  1  never  met  iiun 

but  once,  but  believe  him  to  have  been  a  good  man.  After  leavitig  here, 
he  located  in  LeMars  but  stayed  there  only  a  short  time.  He  retired  from 
practice  and  removed  to  a  stock  farm  in  Sioux  county,  where  he  died  many 

years  ago. 

Dr.  f.  L.  ( Inrtuy  was  the  first  mail  in  the  county  who  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  located  at  Sibley  in  1875,  a  few 
montlis  prior  to  ni  \  appearance  on  the  scene.  He  first  located  on  a  home- 
stead near  Ashton  in  1873.   As  nearly  as  I  can  learn,  he  was  employed  in 

some  capacity  l)y  a  doctor  in  Fayette,  Iowa,  and  came  from  that  place 
to  .Ashton.  Ill-  w'as  of  Quaker  evtr.action,  and  a  cluircli  of  that  persuasion 
l>einv;  located  west  of  Ashton.  and  there  being  no  dix'tor  anywhere  in  tliat 
region,  the  fact  that  he  knew  anything  al>out  medicine  was  sufficient  to 
draft  him  into  the  work.  He  was  a  cripple,  due  to  a  tubercular  trouble 
of  the  knee,  and  because  of  this  aflliction  he  was  finally  induced  to  give  up 
farming  and  devote  all  of  his  time  to  medicine.  Accordingly  he  sold  hi.* 
farm  and  liKatetl  in  .Sibley,  as  l)efore  mentioned.  T  found  Dr.  Gurney  to 
be  an  estimable  man.  and,  c<Misidering  his  limitations,  quite  a  successful 
practitioner.    He  made  but  little  pretensions  to  knowing  nmch  al>out  medi- 
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cine.  As  1  recollect,  he  had  no  surgical  instruments,  and  his  library  consist- 
ed of  a  work  on  domestic  medicine  and  Tilden's  appendix  to  the  Materia 
Medica.    When  he  wanted  a  prescription,  he  consulted  that  work,  in  which 

tlu'tf  was  a  ftirnnila  fur  every  disease.  I  well  remember  a  ride  I  made 
with  till'  l)<iii<ir  A  man.  a  patient  of  the  Diutor's,  came  t  i  ihe  na<l  and 
displayed  a  liljKud  tunu>r  of  the  hand.  Dr.  (nirney  told  the  man  that  it 
would  be  a  pleasure  for  him  to  remove  it  Afterwards,  I  asked  the  Doctor 
why  lie  had  not  performed  the  operation;  his  reply  was  characteristic,  **I 
don't  know  anything  about  anatomy  and  might  cut  something."  mcaninjy 
an  artery.  I  snpix>se.  At  the  time  mentioned  he  enjoyed  a  considerabK* 
practice.  Imt  under  the  rinnmstances,  it  soon  l)egan  to  wane.  Our  fricml- 
ship  OHitiinud  until  hi^  lieaih.  During  his  residence  in  .Siijiey  he  look  a  va- 
caiioii,  and  graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk. 
Iowa,  although  he  was  only  absent  about  six  months.  In  1880  he  remove<l 
ti»  Sheldon,  and  in  1884  became  a  mcml)er  of  the  Sheldon  board  of  Unite«l 
States  examining  surgeons  for  peiisi. mi-.  I  )r.  T.nni,'shore  and  myself  lici:ij4 
the  other  members.  \Ii<int  iSSo  tin-  |)in-ti)r  si  ild  his  ]»ra<-tit  e  ti-  Dr.  .Myers, 
and  removed  to  Rock  Rapid.-',  where  he  sufiered  an  amputation  of  his  dis- 
ea.sed  leg.  He  immediately  removed  to  Doon,  h»wa,  where  he  oi>ene<l  a 
drug  store,  and  in  connection  with  his  business,  practicetl  medicine,  lie 
died  there  about  1900. 

In  writing  a  hist<»ry  of  medicine,  it  is  th^ti^ht  In-t  to  treat  first  <■  1 
the  -iirijerv  of  tin-  region.  It  i>  mi.)re  spectacuiaf.  better  remembered,  and 
has  more  human  interest  than  the  history  of  disease.  |-"or  obvious  reason.s. 
the  names  of  |iatient>.  iM'th  surgical  and  medical,  will  be  omitted. 

AMPUTATIONS. 

The  first  anijmtation,  that  of  the  leg,  by  resident  surgeons,  occurrc«l 
.August  II,  1876.  This  was  performed  on  the  person  of  a  male  child,  a 
patient  of  Or.  Gumey's.  This  was  due  to  an  accident.  The  child  had 
crawled  into  a  wbe  it  lirld  and  fallen  asleep,  and  the  reaper,  driven  by  tlu- 
father,  nearly  severed  the  leg.  The  child  recovered  and  is  now  living  in 
the  county. 

The  next  amputation  was  made  July  11,  1877,  and  was  the  leg  of  a  fe- 
male child  six  years  of  age.  In  this  operation  I  had  to  give  my  own  anes- 
thetic.  The  child  made  a  quick  recovery. 

The  next  amputation,  also  of  the  lej^.  occurred  July  15.  1S7R.  A  female 
child  bringing  water  to  her  father  in  the  wheat  iield  got  before  the  machine 
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and  tlic  lep  was  so  l);ully  nianj^lcd  that  it  had  to  be  ampul alid.  I  had  110 
assistance  in  tlic  ojwraliun.    The  ])atient  is  still  living  in  tlic  county. 

FRACTURES. 

During  the  time  whicli  this  history  covers,  practical))  all  ki:nls  of  liac- 
lures  were  treated  ami  with  unly  one  fatality,  due  to  a  Iracture  at  the  base 
of  the  stcuU  of  a  baby,  caused  by  the  kick  of  a  horse.  The  child  only  lived 
about  two  hours  after  the  accident.  During  these  twenty  years,  sjdtnts  were 
manufactured  at  the  time  of  the  dressing,  and  were  made  of  tin,  wood, 
Icatlier.  pajwr  or  plaster.  Anionic  the  fractures  iu  this  period,  WCre  two 
fractures  of  the  jaw,  one  simple,  the  other  compomiil.  Strange  to  say, 
there  was  one  fracture  of  the  thigh,  due  to  a  f.all  from  a  tree.  In  ail  the 
time  but  one  bad  result  is  noted;  this  was  due  to  a  compound  fracture  of 
the  leg,  treated  at  first  by  another  practitioner,  and,  I  regret  to  say,  very 
inditterently.  When  I  first  saw  it.  ininiediatc  amputation  was  necessary 
the  opfratioii  was  made  August  7,  1883.  and  the  patient  recovered.  In  this 
itper.ation  i  yave  my  own  ether,  and  my  hooks  show  tliat  1  received  fourteen 
dollars  iur  the  o|K'ration  and  later  treatment.  Two  other  amputations  may  be 
niei'ttioned  as  the  result  (if  fractures,  one  for  the  crushing  of  a  liand  in  a 
machine,  the  other  for  the  cnishing  of  the  fingers  by  the  bite  of  a  man.  The 
latter  resulted  in  blood  poisoning,  and  necessitated  the  amputation  of  the 
forearm. 

DISLOCATIONS. 

They  were  not  very  numerous  and  were  generally  of  the  shoulder  joint. 
Most  of  them  were  quickly  reduced  without  an  anesthetic.  Xo  account  of 
the  number  can  \k  given  on  account  of  lack  of  space. 

APPENDICITIS. 

Durinjj  this  period  1  have  notes  of  twenty-nine  cases  treated,  with  only 
three  deaths.  There  were  seven  operations  for  the  disease,  all  for  apix'ii- 
diceal  abscess  except  the  la^l,  in  winch  case  the  appendix  was  removed.  One 
death  was  noted  after  an  operation  in  1894,  due  to  inflammatory  adhesions 
one  week  after  operation.  The  first  operation  in  the  county  for  the  dis- 
ease occurred  August  8,  1888.  In  this  operation  I  was  assisted  by  Dr. 
Stoner  of  Rock  Rapids.  The  patient  made  a  speedy  recovery.  There  were 
two  cases  treated  medically  which  died,  both  tuhninant  cases,  terminating 
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in  (Icatli  within  tii.ni  fi  >rt\ -cii^^lit  hrmr'^.  I  Ini'^.  tlicrc  were  twenty-two 
cases  trcatfil  medically,  with  two  deaths,  and  seven  operative  cases,  with 
one  death.  It  is  probaUy  true  that  all  of  the  seven  cases  would  have  died 
if  ihcy  luid  not  been  subjected  to  operation. 

CANCER. 

Cases  of  the  disease  were  not  numerous.  I  have  notes  of  three  cases 
of  cancer  of  the  lip  that  were  subjected  to  operation.  The  first  operation 
was  in  tin-  t  a-^f  <<f  an  old  nian.  There  was  no  recurrence  of  the  disease  be- 
fore the  <!iatli  ni  the  iiatietit  with'  piu-unioniri  later  the  same  vear.  The 
next  opcralion  was  in  the  case  of  a  man  alM»nt  tilty  years,  of  age  and  oi- 
curred  October  5.  1885.  Besides  removing  the  lip.  the  glands  of  the  neck 
and  jaw  were  extirpated.  Recurrence  set  in  six  months  later  with  fatal  • 
result.  The  next  operation  was  performed  August  15.  1889,  recurrence 
setting  in  four  months  later  witli  fatal  termination.  The  first  operation 
for  sarcoma  was  jx-r formed  May  7.  1K78.  Tliis  was  on  the  person  of  an 
aged  woman  and  was  for  sarcoma  of  the  hnmerus.  I  operated  without 
any  assistant.  The  iwtient  died  March  8,  1879,  due  to  a  general  metastasis 
of  the  disease.  The  only  successful  operation  for  cancer  of  the  breast  that 
I  have  to  report  occurred  July  21,  1892.  In  this  operation  I  was  assisted 
by  Dr.  Cram  of  Shddon,  and  another  doctor  from  Sanborn.  The  patient 
wa^  ahont  f'>rty  years  of  age.  The  operation  was  a  complete  one,  the  breast 
and  glands  of  the  annpit  Ijeiiig  removed.  This  woman  is  still  living,  and. 
I  Iwlieve.  is  the  only  one  who  has  survived  five  years,  although  many  have 
been  subjected  to  operation. 

STONB  IK  THE  BLADOffit 

The  first  operation  for  this  disease  occurred  in  a  case  of  a  boy  of  six- 
teen years  and  was  performed  November  i,  1890.  In  this  operation  I  was 

assisted  by  Dr.  Cram  of  Sheldon  and  Dr.  Ely  of  Ocheyedan.  The  lad  re- 
covered. I  believe  this  to  fje  the  first  operation  for  the  disease  attempted 
in  northwestern  Inwa.  The  next  case,  also  successiul,  was  on  a  man  about 
forty  years  of  age  and  was  due  to  chronic  disease  of  the  bladder.  I  was  also 
assisted  in  this  operation  by  Dr.  Cfwa 


Digitized  by  Google 


O'BRIEN  and  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


GUNSHOT  WOUNDS. 

Two  fatal  cases  have  occurred.  One  died  before  I  could  reach  him,  and 
the  other,  with  a  f^mishot  wouik!  in  the  abdomen,  died  of  internal  hemor- 
rhage in  about  two  hours  after  being  shot. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

In  llie  early  days  this  was  the  most  widely  disseminated  <>{  all  the  acute 
diseases,  especially  in  the  autumn  of  the  year.  During  llic  hrst  decade  the 
cai^es  were  very  numerous,  but  the  mortality  was  very  light,  not  avcraginj; 
much  more  than  five  per  cent  During  the  second  decade  the  cases  were 
less  numerous,  but  the  mortality  was  much  higher,  being  fully  twenty  per 
cent.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  disease  was  mostly  due  to  infected  flies,  for 
most  of  the  cases  originated  in  the  coinitry.  where  at  that  time  the  houses 
were  rarely  screened.  But  lew  cases  appeared  in  .Siltley  and  these  could 
in  most  cases  be  traced  to  an  infection  from  the  country.  The  youngest 
case  noted  occurred  in  a  child  of  three  months  and  the  oldest  in  a  man  of 
seventy-eight.  I  have  observed  but  one  recovery  from  the  disease  in  a 
person  over  fifty-five  years  of  age.  In  the  case  of  the  baby  referred  to 
alx>ve,  the  mother  liaving  the  disease,  a  young  girl  took  the  baby  to  her 
home  and  slept  willi  it.  In  consequence,  the  girl  contracted  the  disease, 
and,  I  regret  to  state,  died  in  less  than  three  weeks  after  the  onset  of  the 
disease. 

OirHTBBBXA. 

This  disease  was  present  in  a  sporadic  form  ilurini;  tlie  whole  period 
that  this  histor)'  covers.  I  wish  to  give  an  account  of  the  heroism  of  a 
young  woman,  before  giving  a  history  of  the  great  epidemic  of  1885  and 
subsequent  years.  This  incident  occurred  near  the  present  town  of  Ocheye- 
dan,  in  December,  1879.  I  was  called  to  the  stricken  home  and  found  a 
child  dying  from  the  disease  and  two  other  children  very  ill ;  the  weather 
was  very  cold ;  the  room  in  which  the  children  were  lying  was  very  poorly 
ventilated  and  kept  very  warm.  The  sick  chikl  died  that  night,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  my  next  visit,  I  fonnd  Nellie  Boyd  in  the  room  taking  care  of 
the  children.  I  asked  her  why  she  was  present  and  she  rejdied  that  some 
one  had  to  do  it.  She  then  asked  me  if  I  thought  that  she  would  contract 
the  disease  if  she  stayed.  I  replied  that  it  was  practically  impossible  for 
any  one  to  stay  and  not  be  infected.    She  looked  at  me  a  moment  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


634 


u'BKIEN  AXD  OSCEOLA  COUNTIES,  IOWA. 


quietly  replied:  "Doctor,  I  counted  the  cost  wlien  I  came  and  I  will  stay, 

for  1  woul'l  ratlier  stay  here  and  tlic  lliaii  run  the  risk  of  bringing  this  dis- 
ease to  niy  cuK's."  W'itiiiii  ilucc  days,  tlie  fatal  disease  seized  her 
and  in  t'nrty  ciLrlil  ;]i>ur>  ttTiniiialeil  lur  muhii;  lit<'. 

'Die  j^rcat  epidemic  of  the  disease  had  ils  inception  in  eastern  L}uu 
cotuity,  in  February,  1885.  On  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit  I  told  the 
parents  what  the  disease  was,  and  urged  them  not  to  allow  any  one  to  come 
into  the  house.  But  as  there  were  no  health  boards  in  existence  at  the 
time.  1  founil  the  Iiouse  crowded  with  neiglilxMS  at  my  next  visit,  !  w.is 
nuu'li  annoyed  and  told  them  that  they  and  their  fannlios  were  in  f:n;i! 
danger.  J  hey  resented  this  warning  as  impertinent  .iml  toid  me  ihey  were 
not  afraid.  Of  course,  the  disease  spread,  and  during  the  following  ^'pring 
and  summer  eighty-one  cases  occurred  with  twenty-seven  deaths.  Of  the 
cases  of  na-a!  diphtheria,  nearly  all  succtnnhid.  \hv  ricoxcries  being  in  older 
iliildren  an<I  a<hiUs.  Strans^e  in  relate,  although  tlie  epidemic  lingered  until 
the  winter  >'f  on!)  i>rx-  a>liil: — a  ><'nni;  woman — died.     At  the  last 

named  dale,  the  county  supervisors  linally  gave  me  authority  to  .st<i|>  the 
disease  without  any  reference  to  expen.se.  Oheying  orders.  I  employed  a 
competent  man  to  assist  me.  ami  the  first  point  «>f  attack  wa<«  the  residence 
of  an  old  lady.  This  good  wman  had  carried  the  disease  in  a  viruletit 
form  to  several  familie-'  and  had  actually  caused  the  death  of  fourteen  chil- 
<hen.  I  burned  all  the  Ix^'ds  and  heddint;  in  the  honse  and  most  of  the 
clothing,  and  thoroiigiily  disinfected  it.  The  same  was  done  in  two  other 
homes,  and  finally  the  plague  was  sta>-ed.  Since  that  time  but  few  cases  of 
the  disease  have  appeared  in  the  county  and,  thanks  to  antitoxin,  with  but 
light  mortality. 

DYSENTERY. 

This  is  the  only  other  epidemic  to  be  noted.  It  occurred  in  the  sunK 
mer  and  autumn  of  1875  and  caused  several  deaths  in  Sibley  and  the  sur- 
rounding country.  No  cause  can  be  ascertained  for  this  epidemic  and  since 
that  period  hut  few  cases  have  occmn  d  riu-s(>  have  been  mostly  in  chil- 
dren under  ten  years  of  age  and  generally  of  light  mortality. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  occurred  every  year  but  generally  in  a  very  light  form.  T\vi» 
deaths  in  children  are  noted,  one  as  the  result  of  a  surgical  operation.  The 
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Other  child  died  from  acute  Bright's  disease.  The  child  seemingly  did  not 
have  the  disease,  but  had  slept  with  her  sister  who  undoubtedly  had  the 
disease.  I'iie  small  mortality  is  difficult  to  exj^n,  as  usually  the  mortality 
is  considerable  in  this  disease. 

MEASLES. 

Cases  of  the  cliscasi-  were  very  numerous,  at  times  approaching  the 

charactiT  of  an  cpitU-nm-.  ImU  with  no  niDrtality  from  tlic  diMa-t-  itself.  I- 
have  i!"!i  s  of  four  cases  of  ileath  from  its  sniuelae.  Due  i»ci:uliar  incident 
must  i-»e  quuteil,  viz:  two  atlackii  of  the  di-sease  uccurring  in  a  patient  wiihin 
six  weeks. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tliis  sconri^^e  in  all  its  protean  forms  was  always  present,  but  not  com- 
mon in  young  ciiiidren,  tiie  disease  being  mostly  among  adults  or  adolescents. 
There  were  two  fatal  cases  of  tuberculous  meningitis  in  adults.  This  is  very 
rare  except  in  young  children.  The  mortality  from  the  disease,  on  the 
whole,  was  light  I  note  two  operations  fv-t  tuberculous  glands  of  the  neck, 
one  operated  on  in  1888.  -till  liviiiL;:  the  nthcr  lia\ini^  (li-ajycarnl.  There 
weri'  tlnee  operations  for  tuberculous  disease  of  the  hip  joint — two  recov- 
eries atul  one  death.  I  jieriormed  one  operation  for  lul>crcnio.sis  ui  the 
knee  with  death  of  bone — resection  of  six  inches  of  the  femur.  The 
patient  never  fully  recovered  but  lived  about  twenty  years. 

CHRONIC  PLEUKISV. 

This  was  not  infrequent,  and  eight  operations  were  performed  for  its 
relief.  While  at  the  thne  no  deaths  occurred,  and  In  every  case  there  was 
a  partial  recovery,  six  of  these  cases  have  died  from  tuberculosis,  while  the 
history  of  the  otiier  t\\<«  is  unknown.  This  is  a  strong  inference  tliat  th" 
disease  is  always  ot  tul>crculous  origin. 

PMEUHONIA. 

Neither  lobar  nor  catarrhal  pneumonia  were  es]>ecially  fic(|nent.  and 
the  mortality  was  very  light  considering  the  grave  nature  of  the  malady. 
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CHRONIC  MUSCULAR  RHEUMATISM. 

With  the  exception  of  nasal  catarrh,  this  was  the  most  common  diseas*. 
Unhappily,  this  seems  to  be  incurable,  and  only  relief,  in  this  climate,  can  be 
expected. 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

This  was  not  especially  frc-(|uent,  and  only  two  deaths  occurred.  Both 
were  due  to  high  temperature  which  caused  death  in  a  few  hours. 

ECZEMA. 

In  all  its  forms  eczema  was  very  frequent,  due,  I  believe,  to  the  irri- 
tating winds  of  the  region.  T  have  often  remarked  "that  a  d<xtor  who  could 
not  treat  eczema  sucressfully  had  no  business  in  Osceola  county." 

CliRKUKO-SIMXAL  M KM NCJUIS. 

Four  ca.ses  of  this  disease  occurred  in  1879  and  1880,  with  one  death. 
.\s  far  as  known,  no  cases  have  occurred  since. 

INFLUENZA. 

Influenza  first  a|)|)eare(l  in  the  county  in  1889,  and  has  been  present 
<\vr  since,  at  tiine>-  iK'int^  almost  an  cpidcnnV.  It  has  hcen  a  j^reat  outlet 
tor  Ininian  life,  especially  so  in  the  aged  and  in  those  depres>ed  in  health. 

In  the  preceding  pages  I  iiavc  tried  to  give  a  luici  hi>tory  of  the  sur- 
gery and  practice  of  medicine  in  the  county  from  1875  to  1895,  inclusive. 
I  fully  appreciate  its  fragmentary  character,  but  space  will  not  admit  of  its 
fuller  treatnient.  Many  interesting  cases  of  disease  have  not  been  men- 
tioned, lor  the  reason  that  they  might  not  prove  interesting,  and  further, 
space  would  not  admit  of  an  extended  discussion. 

DR.  H.  NEILL. 

I  was  born  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage  on  April  19.  1844,  at  Granhv. 
province  of  Queljec.  a  frontier  settlement  near  the  \'erinont  line.  I  lived 
there  imtil  1855  when  my  parents  moved  to  Hennepin  county,  then  the 
territory  of  Minnesota,  where  the  family  located  on  a  homestead  near 
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Lake  Miiuicloiika.  I  went  to  school  lor  a  >hort  lime  each  winter  in  a  l^y 
school  house  and  grew  up  as  "verdant"  as  the  foliage  of  the  trees  that  sur- 
rounded our  log  cabin.  At  tlie  opening  of  the  Civil  War  the  family 
scattered.  In  all.  six  of  us  enlisted,  this  including  brothers  by  marriage. 
One  <lit(l  in  tlie  service  in  ifV)j,  one  was  killed  at  Gettysburg,  one  died  at 
tile  W'lMei  iKSs.  uiie  w.i^  badly  wounded  rit  (  "old  Harlor  an<l  dteil  after- 
wards on  account  ot  his  wounds,  one  dragged  out  a  miserable  e\i>ience 
for  several  years  on  account  of  ill  health*  and  the  writer,  when  mustered 
out,  weighed  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
I  had  thirteen  hundred  dollars  and,  by  working  summers,  and  going  i  . 
sclinol  the  rest  of  the  >ear,  was  finally  ''ground  out"  by  the  University  of 
Micliij^an  in  March.  1871. 

Here  a  digression  is  necessary  to  show  how  a  doctor  was  prepared  to 
cope  with  the  numerous  ills  of  humanity  forty-one  years  ago.  I  hold  no 
l»ief  for  the  University  of  Michigan  when  I  state  that  it  was  above  the 
average  of  medical  schools  in  its  requirements  at  that  date,  for  it  required 
two  sessions  ul  six  months  each.  It  gave  two  courses  of  lectures  and  only 
one  <)(  tlic-e  nmr^es  cunid  lie  taken  in  f)ne  verir.  rhu>.  in  order  to  <,'ra(hiate, 
a  man  had  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  two  years,  while  in  niunerous 
medical  scliools.  you  could  enter  in  Otbaixr  and  be  a  full-fledged  doctor  the 
next  Jtme. 

The  professors  in  the  University  of  Michigan  had  written  lectures, 
and  the  same  lectmes  were  used  at  both  sessions,  with  the  exception  of  the 
jirofesMir  oi"  anatomy,  who  had  no  written  lectures  and  was  really  the  great- 
est anatomist  of  his  time  with  this  exception.  The  time  of  the  student 
would  liave  been  more  properly  spent  in  reading  text  books.  There  were 
about  two  hundred  who  graduated  in  1871,  mostly  Union  and  Confederate 
soldiers,  all  quite  as  ignorant  as  myself. 

W'e  had  not  seen  an  amputation,  had  not  attended  an  olwtctrical  case, 
had  exaniiue*!  110  cases  of  disease,  had  seen  no  fracture,  knew  tiothin^^  o* 
asepsi>  or  antisepsis,  but  we  were  well  drilleil  on  the  materia  medica.  Xou 
a  medical  education  like  the  above  was  considered  first  class  at  that  time, 
and  !Mj  it  is  seen  that  a  lai^  share  of  the  doctors  who  flocked  to  the  fron- 
tier had  no  real  medical  education  whatever.  Some  went  West  after  a 
little  study  in  a  rloctor's  office:  some  with  110  study  at  all.  One  prominent 
practitioner  was  an  end  man  in  a  miii-irel  show,  aiiotlier  \va-  a  -tveei  car 
coiuiuctor.  The  minstrel  man  attained  to  such  a  practice  that  he  actually 
ilied  of  overwork.   Wln'Ie  it  was  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  prepared  for 
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tlie  work  llial  was.  laid  on  hh  slioulders,  slill,  it  must  be  conceded,  that, 
taken  as  a  whole,  \vc  piuncor  duclors  were  a  "rotten  lot.  " 

My  outfit  oti  staniug  out  consisted  of  the  following:  Flint's  Prac- 
tice. Smith's  Diseases  of  Childretit  Meig's  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Wom- 
en, Ericlisen's  Surgery,  Daltons  Phy>i>>I<  and  Gray's  Anatomy.  I  had  a 
pocket  ca>e  of  in^trunK'tUs.  a  few  loi»tli  turcej)S,  an  amputating  case,  ami  a 
pair  Ml  >ai]<!lel>au>  I  (ltd  not  at  that  time  have  a  horse,  and  worst  of  all, 
did  n<ti  liave  a  fur  coat. 

1  located  in  a  town  in  southwestern  Minnesota  in  February,  1872,  and 
here  my  troubles  commenced.  I  think  I  cursed  the  day  of  my  Urth  every 
d:i}  tor  at  least  six  months,  and  on  some  days  cursed  it  twice  for  good 
huk.  Some  ot"  nu  inislake>  were  tnis^nc.  some  were  funny.  luit  all  were 
in»eii>el;.  iintrisliiii;  to  nu'  at  itiat  |k.tio(1  ot  my  existence;  sotiie  were  doubt- 
lessly inieri  >iiti.t;  to  my  poor  patients.  1  can  only  say  that  thrice  and 
four  times  liapp>  was  Sibley  to  have  missed  me  at  the  time  I  was  learning 
to  l)e  a  ()hysii-ian.  1  was  finally  forced  tu  leave  my  first  location  on  account 
of  the  ifrasshoppcr  scourge  and.  after  practicing  a  year  in  eastern  Minnesota, 
came  tl<»  Sil)ley  uiih  my  h(»r>e  on  <  )i  ti'In  r  t'l.  1S75.  I  had  twct  hundred  atid 
twche  dollars  ulun  I  arrive4l.  and  that  ua-  iiraiinallv  all  the  mone\  I  had 
on  earth  after  s,iHii(ling  about  t'our  years  in  honest  if  not  skillful  practice. 

1  am  glad  to  say  that  the  people  of  Osceola  county  took  me  at  once  to 
their  hearts  and  I  soon  had  a  good  practice.  But  there  was  no  money 
to  1h?  ba<l.  the  Ixjard  for  myself  and  horse  was  a  dollar  a  day,  and  by  the 
next  snriniL;  I  wa^  al')>oliiii'l\  |n  :miU  >->.  I  had  spein  what  money  I  brought 
with  iiic  t«i  SiMf\  a>  well  as  tin'  little  that  remained  when  I  entered  practice 
four  year>  previously.  Still.  1  was  not  di.scouraged.  1  loved  the  j>eoplc. 
loved  the  work  and  the  country,  and  never  thought  of  leaving. 

How  1  existed  for  the  first  few  years,  I  do  not  know,  for  my  ledger 
for  1876  shows  that  I  only  received  $315.  In  this  connection  I  will  state 
i  'T  tMi-  i'r:u'i'  (if  -i>nu'  vo'ing  medical  ^iiideni^  that  niy  gross  receipts  from 
ni\  n.rdit  al  ]nactice  from  187J  to  inclusive,  was  about  $74,500.  At 

lea>t  two  iliou.sind  dollars  of  this  was  for  the  examination  of  pensioners. 
Did  I  earn  it?   I  think  you  will  agree  that  I  did  after  reading  my  story. 

In  1878.  realizing  my  limitations,  I  borrowed  some.money  and  went  to 
Kew  York  C  ity  and  in  1879  graduated  from  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
0>l!(-e  'riii>  I  aftorwarrls  sii|)plenientcd  with  a  course  at  the  New  York 
Polyclinic,  and  tlsll^  was  much  lietter  fitted  for  the  duties  of  mv  profession. 

Although  I  was  in  debt  in  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  on  October  • 
I.  1870.  I  was  married  to  Ella  J.  Whitney,  a  teacher  of  tiic  ooonty.  and  it 
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was  a  '^no'l  imi--liiuMil  fnr  <!u-  niaiU-  a  prcsml  to  u\v  cf  Iicrsclf,  and  with 
ii  a  w-iiM  .if  \<>\c.  Ti)  ihis  luiioii  three  cliilUren  were  bom,  all  girls  and  all 
still  uiiinurried. 

.  The  rest  of  my  life  is  so  well  known  that  it  would  be  useless  to  recount 
any  of  tt<  incidents.  For  the  benefit  of  future  generations  I  will  now  relate 
some  of  the  nuui)  interesting  experiences  of  m\  forty  years  of  practice  in 
this  coimiy.  aiiil  '  ini^t  that  rm  <>'  c  will  \k-  aldi-  to  recognize  any  of  the 
actors  that  1  will  throw  on  tla-  screen  of  memory. 

In  the  medical  history  of  the  county,  1  have  purposely  written  notlnng 
about  its  miUwifeiy,  believing  that  the  subject  could  be  better  elucidated  by 
a  relation  of  ca^es.  I  will  state  that  I  came  into  the  cotuity  with  an  exper- 
ience of  four  years,  most  varied  and  stormy  experiences,  with  more  bati 
casfji  than  the  onIinar\  nhv-ician  would  have  had  in  twcntv  vt-ars  of  prac- 
tice. .\>  each  case  |)resents  a  risk  of  life  to  two  hnman  Ix-intjs,  it  iiannall\- 
is  tile  f^reatest  rcsiwnsibility  which  can  confront  the  physician.  1  have  al- 
ways approached  each  and  ever>'  case  with  a  prayer  that  I  might  be  able 
to  assist  the  suffering  motlier  to  bring  safely  a  human  being  into  the  world, 
anfl  r  will  state  that  I  left  no  woman  inidclivered  during  my  whole  residence 
in  Sililev.  I  nevei  had  as>i>lani<.-  and.  if  resjxjnsible  for  any  death,  it  is 
relatefl  in  these  rcmiiii>cence>.  \>-  w.W  he  noied.  1  ha\c  not  ci.ntiiied  nn>elf 
to  the  subject  of  midwifery  alone,  but  have  tried  to  make  a  pen  picture  of  a 
frontier  doctor's  life.  I  will  not  attempt  to  separate  the  tragic,  or  the  comic, 
but  will  relate  them  just  as  they  occur  to  memory. 

I  was  (ailed  V'  <vc  a  wonian  in  twin  labor,  and  on  my  arrival  found 
the  woman  dead  from  liemorrhaere,  one  of  tlie  chil<hen  dressed,  and  the 
other  in  tiie  body  of  tlie  dead  mother.  I'he  husband,  for  fear  of  expense. 
Would  not  send  tor  a  doctor  until  the  women  in  attendance  sternly  ordered 
him  to  do  so.  Here  were  two  lives  snuffed  out  in  which  there  was  a  fight- 
ini;  chance  to  .save  one  and  an  absolute  certainty  in  the  case  of  the  other.  I 
was  called  to  sec  a  woman  during  a  storm  and  arrived  about  midnight.  T 
found  tiK  patient  very  ill  with  a  distinct  odor  of  sepsis.  I  at  once  asked  tin- 
hnslKinil  wh.l1  he  lud  been  (i..inc\  He  replied.  "She  would  U' it  h;i\  e  any 
more  children."  I'lKUi  my  asking  by  what  means  she  had  attempted  to 
procure  the  abortion,  he  produced  the  remains  of  an  old  pitchfork,  <Mie  of 
the  tines  of  which  had  been  broken.  With  this  she  had  evidently  pierced 
the  womb  in  her  marl  attempt.  .Slie  died  that  night  and  in  looking  over  the 
little  brood  of  ha!  f-clothed  cinldren  I  could  hardly  condemn  her.  I  trust 
her  Sa\  ior  to<  ik  the  same  view. 

I  was  attending  a  Norwegian  woman,  who  was  very  ill  after  a  severe 
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labor,  and  at  times  stiH'crcd  severe  pain,  necessitalinj;  the  use  of  iiiorphine. 
The  women  present  noticed  that  \vl»en  I  adininistcrctl  a  dose  of  morphine, 
she  became  qoiet.  They  greatly  atlniired  the  effect  of  these  "leetle  powders," 
and  the  baby  being  peevish  and  ciying  a  great  deal,  they  reasoned  that  the 
morphine  tablets  wdiild  be  good  for  the  baby.  They  gave  it  one;  it  fell 
asleep,  and  it  still  slumbers. 

I  was  called  to  see  a  woman,  who  Iiad  \kvu  in  labor  for  sixteen  lionrs. 
and  found  her  absolutely  exhausted,  and  the  unborn  baby  with  a  preseiUa- 
tion  that  made  it  absolutely  impossible  for  it  to  be  bom  by  any  effort  of 
nature.  The  doctor  in  attendance  had  made  the  diagnosis,  but  why  he  had 
not  called  for  assistance  sooner  I  do  not  know.  I  saw  it  was  a  case  of  the 
destruction  of  the  child,  or  of  turning  and  delivering  it  by  the  feet.  As  the 
woman  was  greatly  exhausted.  1  clu>se  the  latter  alternative,  and  delivered 
a  living  child.  .Although  1  used  extretne  care,  the  womb  was  ruptured  and 
the  woman  died.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  agony  of  mind  that  this  case  oc- 
casioned me  I  cannot  express,  and  to  this  day  it  is  an  incubus. 

After  these  sober  memories,  it  might  be  refreshing  to  the  reader  to 
learn  something  of  the  humorous  that  occurs  in  a  di>ctor's  life  1  was  c.dled 
to  see  a  woiiKtn,  who,  the  hiisbaii<l  -tated.  was  al)out  to  lie-  ooiiliiKil,  I  fouiul 
the  woman  in  bed  with  women  in  atlentlance.  ( )n  cNaniinatiioi.  I  found 
that  she  was  not  pregnant  and  so  stated.  Both  the  woman  and  her  hus- 
band said  I  was  badly  mistaken,  that  they  had  been  married  nine  months, 
had  complied  with  all  the  prerequisites,  and  they  were  going  to  have  a  baby. 
This  sounds  like  a  fairy  tale,  but  it  is  the  truth. 

Two  married  <i>;ters  were  living  in  the  same  house.  One  of  the  lis- 
ters was  conftned  about  two  weeks  pre\  ious  to  the  episoiR-  which  1  am  aiti>ut 
to  relate,  and  I  noticed  at  the  time  that  the  other  sister  was  very  nuuh 
interested  in  the  progress  of  the  case.  One  night  about  two  .\.  M.  I  was 
called  tn  go  to,  the  same  house.  When  I  arrived  I  found  the  sister,  who 
had  not  been  confined,  in  what  >eenied  to  Ik;  all  the  \ki\\'^>  of  labor.  I  learned 
lli;it  1  been  c.'dled.  but  not  being  at  home,  they  had  ]>rocured  antUher 
dort<tr.  ulio  had  remained  with  her  for  twenty-four  hours  with  no  result, 
riie  husband  became  dissatisfied,  discharged  him.  and  called  a  little  cock-eyed 
Englishman,  who  pretended  to  be  a  doctor.  He  stayed  with  her  for  an- 
other twenty-four  hours,  and  then  uAd  the  husband  that  the  child  could  nr>t 
be  bMin  witlioiit  a  Caesarian  operation  (opening  of  t!ie  abdomen),  and 
that  lie  uonlil  go  to  his  office  and  prepare  for  the  operation.  He  evidently 
thought  better  of  it,  and  went  into  hiding.  At  this  juncture  1  was  sent 
for.    Upon  examination  I  found  that  she  was  not  pregnant,  and  so  in- 
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luriiicd  her.  ami  told  lior  1  waiUctl  her  lo  qiiil  her  luohng,  discharge  her 
attendants,  gci  and  get  me  some  breakfast,  which  she  did.  This  was  a 
case  of  hysteria  on  her  part  induced  by  suggestion — ^but  what  ailed  the  other 
two  doctors? 

I  was  called  to  see  a  German  woman  and  found  the  whole  neighlK>rliood 
at  luM-  hedside.  most  of  tlicni  wcc])!!!;;.  'I"hc  \vr»man  would  make  i-\|)li>sive 
sounds  in  her  tliroal  and  tlien  her  whole  IxxJy  would  spring  al>out  eight 
inches  upward.  Then  she  wouUl  subside  for  about  a  minute  and  the  gym- 
nastics would  be  repeated.  I  learned  that  this  had  been  going  on  for  more 
than  twenty-four  hours,  with  the  result  that  the  woman  and  her  friends 
needed  rest  I  had  no  tncdicine  that  I  thought  would  fit  the  case,  hut  I  had 
hcnnl  (»f  an  old  remedy  for  hysteria,  that  I  thoutjht  might  fit  the  case.  I 
asketl  with  all  soberness  for  a  hammer  and  a  kettle  of  hot  water.  1  put  the 
hammer  in  the  water  and  waited  until  it  was  thoroughly  hot  and  then  ap- 
plied it  to  die  patient's  spine.  It  produced  a  very  satisfactory  redness,  and 
relieved  the  gymnastics  effectually.  On  leaving  I  told  the  patient  that  if 
the  attack  returned  again  the  hammer  was  to  be  reapplied.  The  attack  did 
not  return. 

I  was  calle<l  to  sec  a  case  of  labor  and  made  a  ride  of  twenty-four 
miles  across  an  unsettled  prairie.  I  found  a  woman  that  had  been  in  labor 
for  three  days.  She  actually,  on  account  of  the  agonizing  pain,  had  almost 
lost  the  semblance  of  a  human  being.  Her  people  had  given  her  up  for  lost. 
Happily.  I  delivered  her  of  a  dead  child  in  about  ten  minutes.  The  jieople 
present  did  everythinpf  Init  worshi|)  me.  On  leaving  the  husband  said.  "OfM-- 
lor.  I  am  a  very  jKK>r  man,  but  if  there  is  anything  about  this  place  that  you 
want,  just  take  it  with  my  blessing."  I  am  impelled  to  state  tliat  being 
aUe  to  do  a  service  to  these  good  people  gratified  me  more  than  anything 
in  my  poor  career. 

Oh.  woiuen !  surrounded  by  love,  luxury  and  pleasant  environments, 
think  <if  the  sufferings,  Ixitli  ])liysical  and  mental,  mi  im|n.'rfcotly  |nirtravf»l 
in  these  pages,  of  your  sisters  during  maternity  and  childbirth!  Imagine 
yourself  in  labor  in  a  shack  out  on  the  distant  prairie,  with  women  as  igno- 
rant as  yourself,  or  alone  with  a  frantic  husband  and  a  fierce  wintry  storm 
raging!    Then  thank  God  that  you  are  not  a  woman  of  the  seventies. 

In  a  novel  i»y  "Ian  .McLaren"  there  is  a  story  of  an  old  doctor  and  his 
horse,  and  I  think  it  not  inapjiropriatc  ti>  give  a  brief  sketch  of  "Moro."  mv 
matchless  Iwy  gelding  (Ijorn  1867.  dictl  1X94).  which  was  almost  my  only 
means  of  transportation  for  about  twentv  years.  If  it.  had  not  been  for 
(41) 
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that  noUe  aniinal,  I  would  have  been  financially  unable  to  give  proper  service 
to  the  people  of  the  county  in  the  early  yt;ir:>  of  its  settlement.  I  l)cli\\e 
that  he  was  the  iK-st  liorse  that  ever  Hved,  and  to  say  that  I  drove  him  a 
(hstanco  more  than  twice  aroiuul  the  world,  i'^  -n-reptihli-  nt  mathematical 
proof,  lhat  would  be  less  than  ten  miles  a  day  and  therefore  three  times 
around  would  be  nearer  the  truth.  I  swam  rivers  with  him  several  times 
in  order  to  reach  patients;  twice  he  saved  me  from  injury  by  jumping  from 
falling  brid^n-s.  and  at  times  I  got  him  into  snow  drifts  tliat  no  other 
animal  couM  ha\c  extricated  himself.  He  never  was  tired,  and  always  was 
as  i»la\  fnl  af^  a  kitten. 

Speaking  of  snow  drifts  recalls  an  uicident  of  pioneer  life.  On  a 
morning  in  March,  at  a  time  when  the  snow  was  mdting,  I  approached  a 
ravine  that  contained  an  enormous  snow  bank.  Having  entire  confidence 
in  his  '^rcM  strength  I  rf»de  right  into  it.  and  immediately  both  horse  and 
rider  <lr<ip])ed  into  its  dej)tli>  and  almost  disappeared.  I  managed  to  get 
nut  of  tile  saddle  and  crawled  in  front  <>f  him.  At  once  the  noble  animal 
jiuujx'd  right  over  me  and  plunged  nie  nilo  the  snow  and  water.  After  a 
while  I  managed  to  get  out  in  his  wake,  but  was  wet  from  head  to  foot  At 
a  short  distance  ahead  was  a  one-room  shanty,  and  I  approached  it  at  a  gallop ; 

a  woman  came  to  the  door,  and  I  told  her  "explanations  were  nseless."  and 
gave  her  my  name.  She  said  that  her  husband  had  some  clothes  tliat  she 
thought  1  c<nild  use.  and  at  once  i)rnduced  thetn,  saying,  "I  will  go  out  ti  > 
the  stable  and  look  for  some  eggs  and  when  you  are  ready  call  me."  She 
went  to  the  stable  and  I  changed  into  her  husband's  clothes.  On  my  re- 
turn trip,  she  had  my  clothes  dried,  again  she  went  to  the  stable  for  eggs, 
and  the  incident  was  closed.  My  opinion  at  that  time  was  that  the  woman 
was  at)  ani^M'I  and  it  is  still  unchanged. 

Keferring  to  the  subject  of  typhoid  fever:  in  the  novel  "Beside  the 
Bonny  liriar  Bush"  by  "Ian  .McLaren."  he  tells  of  the  old  iloctor  who  carried 
water  all  night  to  reduce  the  tem|>erature  of  a  delirious  patient:  that  was 
fiction.  At  the  risk  of  being  called  egotistical,  I  wish  to  relate  an  incident 
that  is  tiot  fiction,  and  the  patient  and  the  di  >(.!.,.  „tji]  living.  It  oc- 
curred nrirtli  of  Sibley  in  1870.  I  was  attending  three  brothers  in  one  house 
who  were  ill  with  the  disease.  Two  of  the  brothers  were  convalescing  at  this 
particular  visit,  but  the  other  had  a  temperature  of  iot>.  and  was  wildly 
delirious  with  ver>'  grave  symptoms.  I  knew  that  a  cold  bath  was  impera- 
tive, for  cold  sfMnginj?  had  not  reduced  the  temperature.  Of  course,  there 
was  no  bath  tub,  but  there  was  a  pOrk  barrel  outside.  As  the  mother  \va- 
tired,  I  filled  the  barrel  with  water  from  the  well,  removed  the  patient  s 
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shirt,  dunipefl  liini  into  the  barrel  and  watched  him  for  fifteen  minutes. 
W  hen  his  temiK-rature  markedly  suhsi<k-(l.  I  pulled  him  nnt  f)f  the  barrel 
dried  liiiii  and  shortly  afterward  he  fell  into  a  quiet  slunibei.  I  directed 
the  barrel  to  remain,  and  if  he  became  delirious  again  to  repeat  the  bath. 
The  bath  was  repeated  twice  and  he  eventually  recovered. 

In  this  cotmection  I  wish  to  relate  an  unusual  incident  in  typhoid  fever, 
viz:  acute  delirium  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  although  insanity  is 
not  uncommon  as  its  sequelae.  I  was  called  in  consultation  by  a  neighbor- 
ing practitioner  in  the  capacity  of  a  commissioner  on  insanity.  I  noted  that 
the  doctor  told  me  to  ''go  right  in,"  but  did  not  go  in  himself.  Later  I 
learned  that  the  patient  had  driven  the  doctor  away  ¥ritli  a  shotgun  that 
morning.  On  examination  I  found  a  well  devel(q>ed  case  of  typhoid  fever. 
Under  cold  sponging,  he  soon  rested,  eventually  recovered  and  is  still  living 
in  the  county. 

A  HUMAN  PINCUSHION. 

As  a  .surgical  curiosity,  I  wish  to  relate  the  following  case:  The  wo- 
man was  alwut  fit'ty  years  of  age.  truly  a  "mother  in  Israel"  and  one  of  my 
warmest  friends.  She  gave  a  historj-  of  severe  attacks  of  pain  in  the  stom- 
ach, which  at  times  would  necessitate  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  to  relieve 
her  agony.  These  attacks  of  pain  had  recurred  at  irregular  intervals  for 
years.  Sometimes  I  would  lose  four  nights'  sleq>  in  succession  in  order  to 
make  her  condition  bearable.  This  continued  for  years,  until,  on  account 
of  my  absence  from  the  town,  slic  came  under  the  care  of  the  late  Ur. 
(iurney  and  under  his  care  she  died.  W'hcji  I  fir>t  attended  her  she  com- 
plained of  her  breast,  and  I  noted  an  opening  into  ihc  gland,  which,  she  said, 
had  existed  for  years.  At  times  the  breast  would  swell,  an  abscess  form  and 
disctiarge  through  the  opening,  and  when  the  medical  attendant  would  intro- 
duce forceps,  a  needle  or  a  pin  would  be  extracted.  She  showed  me  quite  a 
collection  I  ft  these  pins  an<l  needle*.  In  some  way.  I  was  skeptical,  for  I 
believed  that  her  former  doctor  had  deceived  her,  but  after  about  four 
moiuhs'  attendance,  an  abscess  formed,  which  I  opened  and  introduced  a 
probe  that  revealed  a  foreign  body,  which  on  extraction  proved  to  be  a  pin. 
In  about  three  month;  the  same  process  was  repeated,  and  this  time  it  proved 
to  be  a  needle.  Then  the  opening  in  the  breast  healed  and  no  more  were 
extracted.  Tin's  woman  was  not  a  hysterical  subject  tK)r  was  she  a  maling- 
er, if  she  had  l)een  either,  more  pins  woukl  have  lieen  forthcoming.  The 
reader  can  form  his  own  conclusions. 

I  fed  that  I  have  related  too  many  of  these  reminiscences.  Others 
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iIrmc  arv,  Jr-i  as  >ail.  just  as  traj^ic  au«l  ju>t  as  lumiuroiis.  Inil  llio.sc  relalcil. 
I  irusi,  will  y;ive  the  reader  some  idea  of  a  pioneer  doctor's  life.  If  space 
would  permit  I  would  like  to  make  some  acknowledgment  of  the  great  kind- 
ness bestowed  on  me  by  some  of  the  living,  and  more  by  those  of  tiie  dead. 
To  tl.f  fiH  iiicr.  and  more  especially  to  the  noble  \vf>nien  that  so  freely  trustcl 
me.  1  ti  ndi  r  my  lieartfHt  <,'rritititde :  to  the  iiu-Mioiy  of  tlie  latter  I  ci msecrale 
an  uiidviiv^  love  Of  the  liard  drives,  the  cold,  the  wet,  the  sleepless  nights, 
the  worry  ami  anxiety  of  such  a  life,  there  can  be  no  record  unless  in  the 
book  of  God's  remembrance,  and  in  that  Book  which  records  "even  a  cup 
of  cold  water,"  let  us  trust  that  the  pioneer  doctors  will,  at  least,  have  a  red 
mark. 

BELA  A.  WILDER  (n  ON -GRADUATE). 

Dr.  Wilder  came  to  Sibley  from  Atlantic.  Iowa,  in  1885.    While  the 
profession  nex'er  took  him  seriously  as  a  doctor,  it  liked  him  as  a  man.  Re- 
scr\'e<l  in  hi^  manner  and  inclined  to  be  secretive,  yet  he  was  always  netiial 
and  met  the  world  with  a  smile.     With  one  exception.  T  never  heard  him 
make  an  unkinil  remark  ol  any  mu-,  and  on  this  .Kcasictn  lie  was  alnnidantlv 
justified  and  ought  t»»  have  caned  the  villainous  diKtor.    lie  was  the  most 
self-centered  man  the  writer  ever  knew,  had  no  library,  but  few  instruments, 
never  read  a  medical  journal,  and  seemed  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  his 
nttainnuMits  and  gloried  in  his  past  experience.    I  never  knew  that  the 
DfHMor  li.id  ever  practiced  '•nrjjery  until  f>ne  dav,  <liirini;  the  writer's  alisence. 
lie  w.ilked  into  his  otVice.  ami)utaied  an  arm.  usinj;  the  writer's  inslrnnients 
and  |)en'orined  the  oiieraiion  in  goo<l  shajx;.    His  practice  was  mostly  con- 
fined to  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women,  and  he  seemed  to  enjoy  the  con- 
fidence of  his  patients.    He  was  a  strict  follower  of  Hahnemann,  and  con- 
fined himself  eniirdv  to  that  materia  medica.    The  Doctor  in  his  last  illness 
(diahefesi  do.setl  himself  with  lar^je  amounts  of  sutjar,  thus  showint^  hi< 
faith  in  "sinulia  similihus  euranttir."    Ahhoujjh  the  Doctor,  like  every  one 
else.  IkhI  his  faults.  neverthele>s.  he  was  a  lovable  man. 

WILBCR  S.  WEBB,  M.D. 

Dr.  W.  S.  W  ebb  was  burn  in  W  i.sconsin  aljout  i860.  He  graduated 
from  Rush  Medical  College  in  1884  and  came  to  Sibley  the  same  year. 
Nothing  is  known  of  his  early  history  more  than  that  his  mother  was  a 

widow,  and  that  he  was  a  self-made  man  in  every  ri  -|>ei  l.  He  came  to  Silj- 
Icy  with  but  few  Ijooks.  less  in.stmments,  and  absolutely  penniless.    He  was 
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associated  uitli  Dr.  Neill  in  practice  until  i8<S6.  when  he  removed  to  Ells- 
worth, Minnesota,  where  he  practiced  his  prokssion  until  1888.  He  then 
removed  to  Worthington,  Minnesota,  entered  into  practice  witli  Dr.  Curran. 
and  died  there  from  typhoid  fever  in  1894.  The  Doctor  was  a  good,  con- 
scientious man.  strictly  honest  and  fair  in  his  dealings  with  his  confreres, 
society,  and  his  patients.  His  was  an  impulsive  nature,  easily  excited,  hut 
yet  under  control.  He  was  a  good  practitioner,  a  dilii^ent  student,  and  well 
intonned  »>n  nieilical  suhjects.  If  his  life  had  been  prolonged  he  would  ha\c 
made  an  excellent  surgeon.  Like  a  good  many  doctors,  he  knew  nothing 
about  finance  and  the  only  estate  he  left  was  the  love  and  respect  of  his 
medical  brethren  and  a  small  life  insurance  poliQr. 


Dr.  Xeill  has  given  quite  a  sketch  of  his  experience  of  forty  years 
in  the  practice  of  nietlicinc  in  Osceola  county,  now  who  is  to  tell  some- 
thing of  Dr.  Neill?  ProbaMy  there  is  no  one  better  qualified  for  that  task 
than  the  editor  of  these  sketches,  as  he  was  here  before  Dr.  Neill  came  and 
is  still  on  the  map. 

It  has  been  a  rare  experience  to  he  blessed  with  health  and  strength  to 
come  into  a  tiew  countr>-  and  stand  the  hardships  of  so  many  years'  practice 
and  be  alive  to  tell  the  tale.  Dr.  Neill  is  not  only  alive  but  well  and  strong. 
Although  he  is  past  seventy  years  of  age  he  is  well  and  strong  and  has 
every  appearance  of  a  man  of  much  younger  age.  One  would  not  think 
he  had  buffeted  the  storms  and  defied  the  weather  of  all  the  seasons,  night 
and  day,  in  this  rigorous  and  changeable  climate  for  so  many  years.  He 
left  in  HM.^  tor  a  tour  aroun<l  the  world,  a  trip  which  no  one  of  his  age. 
exccjJt  he  l)e  well  and  strong,  wonld  dare  to  undertake.  He  and  his  old 
horse,  Alorro,  were  for  a  long  time  the  most  familiar  figures  known  in 
this  county  and  many  times,  especially  in  stormy  winter  weather,  their  ap- 
pearance driving  into  an  afilicted  settler's  yard  were  looked  upon  as  a  God- 
send. He  has  assisted  hundreds  of  children  in  making  their  advent  into 
this  world  of  smiles  and  tears.  Iia>  seen  many  of  these  saiue  chiltlren  mar- 
ried and  helped  then)  in  turn  to  l)ritig  in  their  children;  he  has  wept  with 
them  in  their  bereavement  in  the  loss  of  some  of  their  dear  ones,  when  their 
loss  seemed  unbearable.  Amid  all  this  woric  and  worry  and  exhausting 
hardship  he  was  never  too  wear>'  to  respond  to  a  call  for  help.  If,  as  he 
says,  he  was  not  very  well  qualified  for  the  tasks  he  imdertook  he  was  cn- 
dowe<l  with  a  good  mind  and  (inickly  learned  by  experience,  that  l)est  of  all 
schools,  and  soon  was  ver\'  skillful  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the 
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time  and  place.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  one  could  have  averaged  better  than 
he,  probably  few  could  have  done  as  well 

So  much  tor  Dr.  Neill  as  a  doctor.    The  more  difficult  task  is  to  de- 

scril>c  him  as  a  man.    His  is  a  rare  combination  of  Irish  wit.  Scotch  caution 
and  Mcthddist  earnc>tiic>s.    He  is  seemingly  unonitli,  yet  a  gentleman,  rough 
and  hard  hearted  in  api>earance,  yet  tender  as  a  child,  ajid  most  rare  of  all — 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  yet  a  prohibitionist  and  teetotaler.   As  a  financier  he 
has  been  a  marked  success.   When  times  turned  for  the  better  and  he  found 
liimself  a  few  dollars  ahead,  he  exercised  fine  judgment  in  making  his  sur- 
plu-  dollars  earn  other  dollars  until  he  has  amassed  a  comfortable  fortune. 
\  et  he  always  ha>  given  freely  to  the  church  and  all  philanthropic  enter- 
prises, always  prox  ided  he  could  be  made  to  see  merit  in  tiic  proposition. 
His  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  donation  of  the  Grand  Army  hall  to  the 
Sibley  public  library.   He  has  always  been  the  friend  of  the  old  soldiers.  A 
pensionable  disease  or  injur\  had  tO  be  very  elusive  if  he  could  not  discover 
it.  and  its  trail  exceetlingly  obscure  or  he  could  trace  it  to  service  in  the 
army.    |.  1".  (ilnver.  pension  attorney,  and  Dr.  Neill,  examining  surgeon, 
made  a  team  tiiat  was  hard  to  beat. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

TUE  LKGAL  FKAIEKMIY. 

Tlie  first  attorneys  were  Winspear  and  Bladcmore,  both  identiiied  with 
;mcl  leaders  in  the  "get-rich-quick"'  gang.  The  overwhehning  majority  of 
our  early  settlers  came  here  with  an  intention  of  establishing  a  home  and 
adhered  otdy  t"«  strictly  honest  methods  in  the  pursuit  of  their  laudatory  ef- 
forts. They  were  a  sturdy  and  resolute  da^is  of  people  who  could  not  be 
hoodwinked  or  cajoled  into  crooked  methods.  At  the  same  time  th^  were 
so  busy  with  their  own  legitimate  efforts  that  thqr  wcr6  not  watching  the 
dishonest  fellows,  but  when  knowledge  of  crookedness  manifested  itself, 
action  was  spontaneous  and  effective.  While  Winspear  and  Blackmore  were 
busy  with  their  game,  along  came  J.  F.  Glover,  J.  T.  Barclay,  C.  I.  Hill. 
Hugh  Jordan  and  very  soon,  D.  D.  McCailuni  and  others,  all  of  whom 
lined  up  on  the  side  of  the  people  and  honest  methods.  So  swift  was 
reformation  that  within  one  year  the  boodlers  were  fugitives  from  justice 
and  the  county  never  again  saw  them. 

J.  F.  Qover,  one  of  the  first  attorneys,  served  as  clerk  of  courts,  state 
representative,  county  attorney,  justice  f>f  the  peace,  mayor  of  Sibley,  editor 
of  the  Asliton  .Ir^us.  editor  of  the  Sibley  Liascttc  and  a  correspondent  from 
this  county  lor  newspapers  published  elsewhere.  He  practiced  law  more  or 
less  all  the  time.  He  is  an  old  sddier  and  has  been  very  successful  as  a  pen- 
sion attorney.  Of  late  years  he  has  been  ordained  as  a  Congregational  min- 
ister and  preached  one  year  at  Oi  lu\edan.  He  is  frequently  called  to  till 
engagements  as  snp])ly  man.  He  still  lives  in  Siljiey.  enjoying  fairly  gmul 
health  and  higli  esteem.  He  is  well  informed  and  a  ready  speaker  on  an) 
political  or  religious  topic. 

C.  I.  Hill  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  L.  Emmert  in  a  general  banking 
business,  but  soon  dropped  out  of  the  firm  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  company  witfi  J.  T.  Barclay.  Barclay  and  Hill  did  a  general  law 
business  and  in  the  meantime  secured  the  agency  for  the  sale  of  the  rail- 
road land  and  tinally  tlriited  into  the  real  estate  and  banking  business.  Mr. 
Hill  s  health  failed  and  he  died  of  consumption.   Mr.  Barday  then  formetl 
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a  partncrbllip  with  Cline  Bull  and  organized  the  Sibiey  Exchange  Bank  al- 
though he  still  retains  the  real  estate  business.  When  several  Englishmen 
came  to  the  town  the  Sibl^  Exchange  Bank  was  sold  to  them  and  Barclay 
and  Bull  each  received  about  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  Barclay  re- 
mained here  and  continued  the  laiul  business  and  in  a  few  years  doubled 
his  nioiRv.  .\lr.  Bull  went  to  Laiuornia  and  invested  in  Sacramento  Valley 
land  and  lost  one-half  of  his  wealth  in  a  few  years  by  reason  of  great  Hoods. 
However,  being  a  resourceful  man,  he  reoiganized  and  recovered  all  his 
losses,  being  at  present  wealthy  and  prosperous.  Mr.  Barclay  died  in  Den 
Moines  a  few  years  ago. 

Iluijli  JdrdaTi  was  a  hrii^ht  lawytr.  but  ir.adc  llie  nii>take  uf  ihanjL'ing 
to  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  lie  did  not  succeed  as  well  as  in  the  law. 
He  died  many  years  ago.  His  widow  still  lives  in  Sibley  and  occupies  the 
old  home. 

D.  D.  McCallum  was  a  little  later  in  getting  into  the  taw  business.  He 

was  strictly  a  self-niafle  man.  He  borrowed  bo.  .ks  from  Jordan  and  Others 
and  studied  wliile  on  his  homestead  and  finall\  made  an  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful attorney.  He  rounded  out  his  career  as  judge  of  the  district  court 
and  died  in  Sibiey  of  malignant  cancer. 

C.  M.  Brooks  located  here  in  the  spring  of  1885  and  has  done  a  gen- 
eral taw  Iwisiness  continuously  since.  He  was  county  attorney  several  terms. 
He  is  a  scholarly  gentleman  well  versed  in  Hit  law,  of  a  judicial  turn  of 
mind  and  a  safe  lethal  adviser. 

O.  J.  Clark  came  t(»  the  county  a  month  alter  Mr.  Brooks.  He  also  has 
done  a  general  law  business.  He  at  once  l>ecanie  legal  advisor  for  the  First 
National  Bank,  which  position  he  has  since  held.  He  is  now  county  attor- 
ney.  He  is  an  eneigetic  practitioner. 

George  \V.  Lister  came  in  1884.  He  was  a  careful  advisor  but  a  little 
too  diffident  lor  a  rough  and  tumble  scrapper  in  court.  However,  be  had 
a  little  money,  married  a  little  more,  secured  some  from  his  lallicr  s  estate 
and  handled  it  all  so  judiciously  that  when  he  died  a  few  years  ago  he  left 
a  handsome  estate.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  county  attorney  and 
state  senator.   His  widow  still  lives  in  Sibley. 

Hunter  &  Ilerrig  located  here  in  the  later  eighties  and  opened  a  law 
and  abstract  office.  They  received  a  liberal  patronage  from  the  start.  Mr. 
Hunter  was  a  man  of  considerable  experience  as  a  lawyer  before  he  came 
here,  having  previ<»usly  practicetl  law  at  Wall  Lake  several  years.  Herrig. 
a  young  man  of  pleasing  personality,  soon  afterwards  sold  his  interest  to  A. 
W.  McCallum.  who  had  been  derk  of  district  court  several  terms,  and  the  firm 
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continueil  as  Hunter  &  McCallum  until  recent  years.  Mr.  Hunter  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  law  and  McCallum  to  the  abstracting  business.  Either 
•ouM  aticiKl  to  tlic  work  of  tlu-  otlier  when  necessary.  Mr.  Hunter  wa'^ 
pronnnciu  in  llit-  order  ol  l-reeniasuiis  and  at  one  time  was  state  grand 
master.  A  few  years  ago  he  was  attacked  by  a  cancer  in  the  neck  which 
resulted  in  his  death.  Mr.  Hunter's  business  and  library  were  purchased 
by  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  wlm  is  now  conducting  a  prosperous  practice  and 
promises  to  make  ore  <if  tlic  leading  attorneys  of  the  cnunly. 

Two  youn;^  l;i\',\Li>  came  here  along  in  the  nineties  under  the  linn 
name  itf  Russell  tS:  Durrell,  but  did  not  remain  long.  Russell  went  to  Cas- 
tlewood.  South  Dakota,  where  he  is  now  practiciqgf  law.  Burrdl  went  t<> 
Oklahoma  and  became  very  successful. 

Captain  R.  J.  Chase  came  to  Sibley  in  the  early  seventies  and  practice<l 
law  here  a  short  time.  He  was  broken  in  liealtli  when  he  came.  but.  regain- 
ni.:  his  health,  opened  an  oftice  in  Sioux  City,  where  he  soon  received  a  lucr  ' 
ti\e  practice.  He  moved  his  family  there  and  remained  in  the  practice  many 
years  as  one  of  the  foremost  attorneys  of  that  city.  Later  he  moved  to 
Seattle,  Washington,  made  ludty  investments  in  real  estate  and  died  a  fen- 
years  ago  very  wealthy. 

I'.  H.  Co<i]iiiian  is  a  young  attorney  and  a  recent  arrival  in  Sibley.  He 
has  a  growing;  practice  am!  in  meeting  the  usual  cxiJcrience  of  most  youig 
attorneys  in  gettnig  starteti.  Ue  is  a  young  man  of  good  habits  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  succeed. 

Wiliard  Carver  and  a  Mr.  Barrett  tried  to  practice  law  in  Ocheyedan 
for  a  short  time,  but  soon  left.  A  Mr.  Xelson  tried  to  practice  in  the  same 
town  with  nti  better  result'^  H.  K.  Dean,  tlu-  present  mayor  of  Ocheyedan. 
is  an  attornev,  altlvngh  lie  ,L;ives  must  uf  liis  attention  to  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness. He  is  an  extensive  landowner  and  one  of  the  most  energtic  men  of 
the  county. 

W.  C.  Garberson  located  in  Ashton  and  practiced  law  a  few  years  and 
mo\  ed  to  Sibley,  where  he  has  a  general  law  practice.  He  is  a  young  man 
ami  is  having  go<uI  success,  .\llhough  a  Dennx'rat  in  a  Re]niblican  COUnt>', 
he  has  been  elected  several  times  to  the  office  of  county  attorney. 

Our  people  have  been  very  successful  in  keeping  out  of  legal  troubles. 
Osceola  county  has  always  been  a  hard  proposition  for  attom^s.  While 
the  terms  of  court  here  rarely  last  longer  than  one  week,  in  most  of  the  other 
cotmties  in  the  district  it  takes  two  weeks  to  dispose  of  the  business.  Our 
attorneys  work  for  the  interest  of  their  clients  and  are  successful  in  settling 
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many  matters  without  going  to  court,  for  which  the  people  owe  tliem  a  debt 

of  gratitude. 

For  twelve  or  rifleen  years  alter  this  county  was  lirst  organized  several 
attorneys  from  Sioux  City  practiced  to  a  considerable  extent  at  Sibley.  At 
that  time  there  was  a  circuit  court  that  had  jurisdiction  over  probate  mat- 
ters and  a  district  court  that  attended  to  criminal  proceedings.  Both  courts 
had  jurisdicti'iii  ,.\t*r  civil  proceedings.  At  that  time  there  was  a  dilttrict 
attorney  instead  of  a  county  attorney  in  each  county.  Judge  Zoiiver  pre- 
sided over  tile  circuit  court  and  Judge  Ford  over  the  district  court.  C.  H. 
Lewis  was  the  tirst  district  attorney.  Lewis  was  soon  elected  as  district 
judge,  which  position  he  held  many  terms.  Both  Judge  Lewis  and  Judge 
Zouver  were  fbe  lawyers  and  made  good  judges.  Judge  Zouver  was  dirown 
from  a  buggy  and  received  an  injurj'  of  the  head  which  finally  resulted  in 
his  death.  Ju<!i,'f  Lewis  retire*!  and  practiced  law  in  Sioii\  City  where 
he  died  several  years  ago.  Among  the  attorneys  from  Sioux  City  who  prac- 
ticed in  this  county  was  R.  J.  Chase,  who  lived  and  practiced  in  Sibley  a  few 
years.  He  was  a  careful  and  painstaking  attorney  who  took  great  pains  to 
study  his  cases  and  prepare  for  trial.  He  was  clear  headed  and  quick  and 
tried  his  cases  very  thoroughly.  Judge  Swan  was  one  of  the  leading  attor- 
neys in  Sioux  City  who  also  practiced  many  years  in  this  county.  He  want- 
ed to  be  sure  his  client  was  riglit  and  then  relied  on  thorough  preparation 
to  win  his  case  in  court.  He  was  slow  but  safe.  He  was  very  strong  where 
title  to  real  estate  was  involved.  He  did  much  to  get  the  title  to  the  James 
estate  lands  in  good  shape.  He  was  attorney  for  the  Iowa  Land  Company 
during  all  the  years  of  its  operations  in  this  county. 

William  Joy.  at  one  time  of  the  finn  of  Joy  &  Wright,  was  a  big  man 
in  mineral  ways.  He  was  a  large  nian.  in  fact,  a  giant  in  stature,  and  pon- 
derous of  mind,  as  well  as  body.  He  was  a  hard  worker,  who  commenced 
striking  heavy  blows  at  the  very  beginning  of  a  trial  and  pounded  away  like 
a  sledge  hammer  to  the  end.  He  was  so  big  and  strong  he  seemed  never 
to  tire. 

Jiuli^c  Pendleton  was  one  of  those  brilliaiU  fellows  who  depended  so 
much  on  Ins  eloquence  and  wit  to  carry  him  through  that  he  frequently 
failed  for  lack  of  preparation.  He  depended  too  much  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment.  However,  he  was  a  brilliant  man  and  fine  orator,  and  had  hosts 
of  friends. 

Steven  M.  Mar.<ih,  of  Sioux  City,  followed  C.  H.  Lewis,  as  district  at- 
torne\.  In  appearance  and  dre>s  he  was  a  |>erfect  dandy.  Me  wa'^  hrit^'ht, 
keen,  witt\,  quick  and  sarcastic.    He  was  quite  successful  in  making  sport 
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of  the  opposing  attorney,  thus  weakening  the  influence  of  the  opposing 

lawyers. 

'llicrc  was  ati  attorney  by  the  natm-  <>{  Thomas  Uppdegratt,  from  Mc- 
Gregor, at  one  time  congressman  from  the  fourth  congressional  district,  who 
came  to  this  county  and  appeared  in  court  several  times  representing  the 
Chicago,  St  Paul  &  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company  in  its  suit  against  the 
Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  for  the  possession  of  the  railroad 
lands  in  this  county.  He  was  a  brilh'ant  atforncy  and  hard  to  beat.  He 
was  very  suave  and  rcsixcttul  to  the  court  and  clear  in  his  expressions  of  tlie 
points  in  controversy  and,  although  he  went  down  to  defeat  eventually,  he 
made  a  valiant  fight  and  went  away  as  gracefully  as  he  came. 
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MILITARY  HISTORY. 

So  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county  were  vetmns  of  the  Civil 
War.  it  seems  fitting'  that  this  opportunity  should  be  embraced  to  leave  soi 

n-ci'til  which  nia\  Ik-  preserved  for  future  reference.  The  old  soldiers 
themselves  have  nearly  all  passed  away,  having  an>\\ered  ti>  the  tinal  roll 
call.  However,  there  are  many  sons  and  daughters  of  the  veterans  remain- 
ing who  will  be  interested  in  this  record.  The  L.  G.  Ireland  Post,  of  Sibley, 
was  named  after  Captain  L.  G.  Ireland,  who  was  a  homesteader  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  county.  This  post  was  orgatii/ed  in  the  early  day  and  was 
for  manv  ve.irs  a  stroiii;,  flonrishini^  and  innuenlial  organization. 

The  (ihiaiiu'il  ]>ernii^M' under  a  ninety-nine-years'  lease,  to  erect 
its  hall  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  court  house  square.  A  few  years 
ago  the  old  soldiers,  realizing  that  their  numbers  were  getting  to  be  few, 
and  in  hope  of  passing  their  building  into  hands  that  would  care  for  it  in 
years  to  come  when  they  had  all  passed  over  the  gi^at  divide,  gave  the 
building  and  assigned  the  lease  to  the  Sibley  free  public  library.  The  build- 
ing is  now  serving  a  good  pnrposf  arid  is  being  well  cared  for.  As  far  as 
can  l)e  gatliereil  at  this  late  <iaic  liic  toUowing  is  a  list  of  the  old  soldiers 
who  appeared  in  this  county  or  affiliated  with  this  post : 

Wallace  M.  Moore,  corporal,  Company  E,  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania. 

Sylvester  A.  Wright,  sergeant.  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 
New  V'ork  Infantry. 

Harvey  Walters.  i>iivatc,  Company  H,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

John  H.  Douglass,  corporal,  Company  K,  First  Iowa  Cavalry. 

D.  J.  Spencer,  private,  Company  B,  Fifth  Vy^aconsin  Infantry. 

Charles  M.  Bailor,  sergeant,  Company  A,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infan- 
try. 

1  lionias  O.  Wilbem,  private,  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
third  Illinois  Infantry. 

George  Carcw,  private,  Comi)any  G,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Enodi  C.  Jenkins,  private.  Company  B,  Twenty-dghth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Augustus  O'Neill,  corporal,  Company  A.  Forty-third  Wiaooosin  In- 
fantry. 
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Jackson  Blair,  private,  Company  H,  Sixty-third  Indiana  Infantry. 
Asel  VV.  Mitchell,  private.  Company  G,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 
! "Ill red  HufT,  captain,  Company  A,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
\\  illiani  Xeyeniever,  private.  Company  C.  F.ij^lity-sixth  Illinuis  Infantry. 
Phillip  i'ropcr,  private.  Company  C.  I'urty-soccjnd  W  isconsin  Infantry. 
John  P.  Hawxhurst,  lieutenant,  Company  11,  l-orty-third  Wisconsin 
S«  5*  5* 

Charles  Armbright,  musician,  Company  C,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Robert  Stamm,  sergeant,  Company  K,  Second  Iowa  Infantry. 
Edward  Lindsey,  private.  Company  C,  l-.iiiluil  Illinois  (".ivalry. 
H.  G.  Duolitlle,  sergeant.  Company  K,  l  ifth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Charles  M.  Richards,  private,  Company  D,  First  Michigan. 
Alphonso  Hall,  private.  Company  D,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
B.  D.  Churchill,  private.  Company  A,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 
Amos  P>itchman.  private.  Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry. 
Levi  Shell.  cor])i>ral.  Company  K,  Twenty-third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
N.  I.  Peters,  private,  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Illinois 
Infantry. 

Willis  H.  Gates,  private,  Company  B,  Fonrtli  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Alonzo  B.  Graves,  private.  Company  A,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 
J.  C.  McGowen,  captain.  Company  K,  Twenty-third  Iowa  Infantry. 
John  F.  Stamm,  private,  Company  E,  Second  low.i  Infantry. 
Charles  A.  Stevens,  private,  Company  B,  Foity-second  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry. 

Merritt  R.  Winchester,  sergeant,  Company  H,  Eighteenth  New  York 
Cavalry. 

.-\lhert  Romey,  private.  Company  V,  Second  Iowa  Infantr}'. 
William  H.  Morrison,  private.  Company  A,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infan- 
try. 

Jacoh  Bro«iks,  private.  Company  H,  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 
H.  Goldsmith,  private.  Company  E,  Seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try. 

Siinmcon  S.  Parker,  sergeant.  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 

Illinois  Infantry. 

Daniel  1).  McCallinn,  private,  Company  I,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Teel  Nickloy.  private.  Company  I,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry. 
.Allen  Ck>ud.  private.  Company  H.  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 
Carlos  P.  Reynokl.s.  corporal.  Company  G.  Eighty-third  Penn^lvanin 
Infantry. 
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Samuel  CoUett,  private.  Company  G,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Cavalry. 
D.  H.  Tyler,  private.  Company  K,  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Henn,'  C.  Allan,  private.  Company  M,  Eighth  Illiiioi<  Cavalry. 
Jolin  Gray,  private,  fitnipaiiy  H.  Sixteenth  V.  S.  Rej^fiilars. 
\\  allace  A.  Spencer,  private,  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry. 

F.  M.  Spencer,  private,  Company  D,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Henry  L.  Dappsaddle,  private.  Company  C,  Thirty<eighth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. 

J.  M.  Tayli)r.  private,  Coinpaiiy  K.  First  Nebraska  Cavalry. 
Andttu  \'.  Ratnlall.  crtr|x «r.il.  (  ijiiipany  A,  U.  S.  Veteran  Volunteers. 
Benjamin  l\  Taylur.  sergeant  Company  H,  First  Missouri  Infantry. 
Henry  C.  Morey,  private,  Company  H,  Forty-ninth  Wisconsin  Infan- 

tiy. 

Hiram  Xeill,  private.  Company  .\,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry. 
Jacob  i'.,  i.eiU,  private.  Comprmv  T,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
William  !■".  Ripley,  private.  Company  M,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Theodore  J,  Sta^je,  private.  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 
George  W.  Bean,  private,  Com])any  H,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first 
Ohio  Infantry. 

Hi  ram  Burt,  private,  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  ^[Iitieentfi  New 

York  Infantry. 

D.  L.  MeCausland,  private,  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry. 

Hugh  Jordan,  corporal,  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

John  H.  Daugherty,  private,  Company  E,  Second  Iowa  Infontiy. 

Ahram  Shapley,  private.  Company  H.  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Regulars. 

\\  illiam  Keam,  private.  Company  M,  Twenty-eighth  i'enni>ylvania  In* 
fantr>'. 

J.  C.  Irwin,  private,  Company  A,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
William  Yahn,  corporal.  Comi)any  B,  Thirty-seventh  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try. 

Thomas  Findl^,  private,  Company  K.  Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 
John  F.  Glover,  seigeant,  Company  D,  Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try. 

James  S.  Reynolds,  private,  Company  G,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania 
Infantry. 

H.  B.  Oemens,  sergeant.  Company  I,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
S.  Schutz,  sergeant.  Company  K,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry. 
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C  W.  Bowen.  private,  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  In- 
fantry. 

H.  H.  Bowiii,  private.  Company  1..  Third  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

David  Avcrill.  i)iivatc.  Comiiany  A.  Tliirty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 

J.  A.  Argo,  private.  Company  K,  lilevctith  Iowa  Infantry. 

P.  L.  Picsly.  oirpural,  Company  C,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry. 

j.  H.  Fenton,  private,  Company  I,  Ninth  Iowa  Infantfy. 

Robert  Smith,  private.  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Jeremiah  Fei^guson.  private,  Company  G,  Second  Michigan  Artillery. 

Gcorije  Copix-rsnnth,  private.  Comi)any  K.  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Infantry 

C)rvis  I'oster,  private.  Company  H.  I'orty-eighth  Wisconsin  Infantn. 

llenry  Babcock,  private.  Company  II,  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Intantry. 

H.  H.  Russd!,  musician.  Company  K,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 
James  H.  Lyons,  private.  Company  £,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry. 

C.  R.  Mandeville,  private,  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third 
Illinois  Infantry. 

C.  W.  CanicT,  private.  Cutniiany  I,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry. 

D.  J.  Jones,  private,  Company  B,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin. 

E.  N.  Moore,  lieutenant,  Company  H,  Fourteenth  Wuconsia. 
Henry  H.  Hoffman,  private,  Company  L,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin. 
J.  L.  Jones,  private.  Company  I,  Forty-si.xtli  Wisconsin. 

M.  G.  F.ckerman,  private,  Company  II.  Second  Iowa. 

Peter  Philhen,  private,  Company  G,  Twelfth  Wisconsin. 

L.  C.  Clianibcrlain,  private,  Coini)any  G,  Twentieth  Wisconsin. 

William  Tumbull,  private,  Company  £,  Sixty-fifth  New  Yoifc. 

William  Edwards,  ser^^nt.  Fifth  New  York  Battery. 

W.  W.  Barnes,  private,  Company  G,  Twelfth  Midi^;an. 

Ezra  Pokett,  private.  Fourth  Iowa  T?attery. 

A.  Jarr,  private,  Company  K,  Twentieth  Iowa. 

George  Argobright,  private,  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Illinois. 

Lewis  Bowland,  private.  Company  I,  Thirtieth  Wtscoosin. 
Joseph  K.  Shaw,  private.  Company  E,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa. 
James  S.  Patterson,  private.  Company  C  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sec- 
ond Ohio. 

George  M.  Lenehan,  corporal,  Company  B,  Forty-sixth  Illinois. 

I.  E.  Qeveland,  private,  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  New 
York 

John  S.  Rohinson,  private.  Company  A,  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 
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Eniery  J.  Beiison,  corporal.  Company  A»  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sixt  * 
Ohio. 

E.  V.  Stiiitli,  i)rivate,  ("onipanv  B.  Socuiul  Imva  Cavalry. 

Conrad  I  latlciulorl,  prixate,  (."wiiiijaiiy  L>,  1  wculicili  inUiaiia. 

i'Vcd.  Glade,  corporal,  Sixlceiuli  Illinois  Battery. 

Eberhert  Kayzey.  private,  Company  D,  Fon>-eiglith  \Viscon:»iii. 

A.  H.  Hall,  private.  Company  B,  Twenty-third  Wisconsin. 

Samuel  Beckwith,  private,  Company  F,  Forty-eighth  Wisconsin. 

Aaron  ("ox,  piivate,  Twcnty-fourtli  Indiana  Battery. 

P.  B.  West,  pruaii',  Conipanv  B.  Sixty-liltli  Illinois  Infantry. 

John  is.ianii>c,  private,  Conipanv  B,  Seventh  Wisconsin  infantry. 

D.  H.  T)ler,  private,  Conii'<ii>\  Iv,  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Infantiy. 
N.  P.  Johnson,  sergeant.  Company  A,  First  L^ht  ArttUery. 

A.  L.  Buniell,  sergeant,  Company  C,  Second  Illinois  Cavalry. 

I.,  r.  Barnes,  private.  Company  H,  Twenty-tirsl  Iowa  Infantry. 

C.  A.  l  islier.  corporal,  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

J.  l>.  Roberts,  private,  Cunipany  1,   iliirty -second  Iowa  infantry. 

G.  L.  VanEaton,  private.  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

E.  Smalley,  private,  Company  C,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 
David  Whitney,  private.  Company  G.  Fifteenth  X'ermont  Infantry. 

J.  V.  A.  Snyder,  private,  Company  I,  Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

W.  H.  Green,  corjufral,  Company  E,  lileventh  iowa  infantr>'. 

Thomas  Burt,  sergeant,  Qmipany  G.  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Chris  Hudson,  private,  Company  G,  Seventy-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Jolm  Ditto,  private,  Company  I,  Tenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

A.  Rivhar'I-,  mu^iriaii.  Company  G.  '["Iiirty-ei}.,''Iitli  Iowa  Infantry. 

R.  .\lcyci  >,  priv  ate,  t  V.ni]>any  ( i,  Xinety-tiurii  Illinois  Infantrv. 

\\  illiam  -\Iowtlu>rp,  private.  Company  F,  I  wenty-si.Mh  Iowa  Infantry. 

A.  G.  VanBlarcom,  private.  Company  A,  First  Michigan  Artillery. 

A.  J.  Coulton,  private.  Company  A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

(icMiyc  E.  Perrj-.  private,  Company  V>.  Cortv-tirst  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

F.  Mnlnex.  private.  ("'Miii)any  K.  Xiiitli  Tiu-i  Infantrv. 

S.  II.  W  estciHt.  oni  |).  ii  al,  (.  niiipany  .\.  Svcunil  \  emu  ait  Inf.inlrv. 
S.  A.  Ctillmrn.  pri\ate,  Conii)an)  C,  ilnrteeiuli  .Miclnyan  Cavalry. 
J.  L.  Robinson,  private,  Company  F,  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery. 
Samuel  Smith,  private.  Company  G,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry. 
C.  II.  Morrison,  private.  Company  .\.  Forty-ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
W.  H.  Irwin,  private.  Company  F,  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 
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X.  P.  Churcliill,  private.  Company  A,  rwciily-scvciitli  Iowa  Infantry. 
J.  W.  Dickersun,  corporal,  Company  K,  Tliirty-second  Iowa  infantry. 
R.  L.  Korris,  private,  Company  H,  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 
Harmon  Runyon,  private,  Company  K,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Henry  VV.  Reeves,  private,  C(Mnpany  A,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
J.  C.  Stilson,  private,  Company  B,  Eleventh  Vennoiit  Infantry. 
Thomas  P.  May.  scrijeant.  Company  ( ;.  .Sfventccntli  Michigan  Infantry. 
Fuller  Sisk,  private,  Cumixmy  K.  Si.xth  Iowa  Infantry. 
Jacob  F.  Pfi^,  corporal,  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry. 
Henry  Dunkleman,  private,  Company  A,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
.\I.  \'.  Beetle,  sergeant.  Company  F,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
Darwin  D.  IIhIIkmI.  private,  Company  H,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry. 
N.  W.  iMiicry.  sergeant.  Company  E.  First  Vermont  Infantry. 
Cornelius  Teal,  surgeon,  Company  B,  I'iftccnth  Iowa  Infantry. 
George  Taylor,  private,  Company  D,  Forty-fieventii  lUinoiB  Infantry. 
Oliver  Burton,  private,  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Second  Illinois 
Infantry. 

\V.  P.  Underwood,  private,  Company  B,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry. 

A.  M.  Culver,  private,  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-first  Ohio 
Infantry. 

William  R.  Lawrence,  private.  Company  C,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Joel  W.  Home,  private.  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Illinois 
Infantry. 

John  Coughlin,  private,  Company  I,  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry. 

M.  £vans,  sur^;eon,  Ninety-sixtli  Illinois  Infantry. 

George  L.  Nixon,  private.  Company  C,  Seventh  Wisconsin  fofantry. 

W.  P.  Rhodo.  plivate.  Company  A,  Twenty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry. 
J.  V>.  .Mea<le,  private,  Company  K,  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
J.  B.  I.ucas.  e'>riK>ral.  ("umpany  C,  I'Vnirtli  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Orlando  J.  Clark,  lieulcnaiU,  Company  K.  I'hirly-ftHirtli  luwa  Infantry. 
John  B.  Like,  private.  Company  K,  U,  S.  Marines. 
Alden  Carpenter,  private.  Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Massachusetts  In* 
fantr>-. 

Xieliulas  Klees.  private,  Comininy  K.  Fifth  Iowa  Iiifantrv. 
Walter  Woiddridi^e.  private.  Company  K,  Seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
C,  W.  I'reeman.  pri\ate,  Company  E,  Ninth  Mounted  Battery. 
(42) 
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W.  W.  Barnes,  corporal,  Company  G,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry. 
Geoiige  Jameson,  private.  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fir«t 

Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Michael  J.  X<:irth,  private.  Company  C.  Second  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Aiiilrcw  (  ulver,  corporal,  Company  11.  One  Hundred  and  I'orty-tirst 
Ohio  infantry. 

Elmer  R.  Hazcn,  cor|xjral,  Company  D,  Third  Iowa  Infantsy. 
William  H.  Lean,  corporal.  Company  G,  Sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

.Andrew  Miller,  corporal,  Company  B,  Sixth  lowa  Cavalfy. 

William  B.  Anderson,  private,  Indiana  Batter)-. 

Sylvester  S.  Anderson,  private,  Company  C,  Twenty-first  Indiana  Bat- 
tery. 

Franklin  Regarlh,  private,  Company  I,  Twenty-sixth  Wisconsin. 
Lorenzo  L.  Sweet,  sei]geant.  Company  I,  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volun- 
teers. 

S.  W.  Brown,  corporal,  Company  I'.,  Sixty-third  Ohio  Volunteers. 
Douf^lass  Cramer,  private.  Company  K,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
Jacob  i^rahty.  private.  Company  \i.  Twenty-third  Illinois  Infantry. 
A.  V.  Stevens,  private.  Company  K,  Twdfdi  Wtscomnn. 
Sylvester  Bailey,  private,  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Iowa. 
Samuel  r.rown.  private.  Company  L,  Forty-third  Wisconsin. 
Cr.  W.  -Meader,  private,  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Michigan. 
William  Hicks,  private.  Company  II,  l"irst  New  \ork  Artillery. 
W  illiam  P.  Lane,  private.  Company  H,  l  iftieth  W  isconsin  Artillery. 
£.  S.  Bennett,  private,  Company  L,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
J.  G.  Protexter.  private,  Company  D,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry. 
Geoi^e  Heldt  private.  Company  C  Thirty-second  Ohio  Infantry. 
Samuel  L.  Lyons,  private.  Company  C,  Forty-fourth  Wisconsin  Infan- 

James  Huston,  corporal.  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth 
Illinois  Infantry. 

Wesley  Chenqr,  private,  Company  C,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantary. 

I.  C.  Stewart,  private.  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Second  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry'. 

James  llolland.  private.  Company  H.  Twenty-second  Wisconsin. 
FraiK-is  Cole,  private.  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  Infantrv. 
Patrick  Carey,  private,  Seventeenth  Mounted  Infantry. 
E.  Chilson. 
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I  honias  Powers,  sergeant,  Company  C,  Fii'tli  Mounted  Artillery. 

Hennan  Neynes,  private.  Company  I,  Forty-second  Wisconsin. 

William  Cramm,  sergeant.  Company  A,  Seventh  Motmted  Infantry. 

]t>\m  A.  Bums,  corporal.  Company  B,  Seventeenth  Illinois. 

There  arc  nianv  other  veterans  i»f  the  Civil  War  who  lived  liere  wlinsi- 
names  do  not  appear  <in  the  foregoing  roll.  At  this  hite  date  it  is  <hhicult 
to  procure  all  oi  these  names.  The  old  roll  of  Ireland  Post  has  the 
appearance  of  having  lost  the  last  page  of  names.  Of  those  that  can  be  re- 
called, the  following  names  should  appear:  Col.  William  Shafter,  of  the 
regular  army,  was  a  resident  of  this  county  a  short  time  and  lived  in  SiUey 
one  summer. 

Lieutenant  George  H.  Perry,  of  the  Otic  Hundred  and  Forty-si.xth  Xew 
York  Infantry,  and  father  of  Mrs.  W.  J.  Miller,  spent  the  last  years  of 
his  life  in  SiWey  and  is  buried  in  the  Sibley  cemeter)\  Other  old  soldiers 
are  as  follows : 

John  H.  Dagle.  William  Dagle,  Nicholas  Boor,  Benjamin  F.  Webster. 

H.  Bowersock.  J.  M.  W^ilson.  R.  I".  V'anCleve.  David  Wood.  C.eorge  L. 
Spaulding,  Rev.  John  Webh,  Kev.  Ira  Brashears.  John  Kittle,  William  Mor- 
ton, James  \V.  Carson  (Kit),  Nicholas  Klee.s,  Dave  Underhill.  J.  F.  Clark. 
William  R.  Belcher,  Edward  .Mc.Mannes,  Charles  Shaw,  Miles  Hamlin,  W.  S. 
Albee,  J.  C.  Rickabaugh,  John  Smith,  J.  H.  Bahne,  John  Worden,  Samuel  A. 
Dove,  William  A.  Doolittle,  Huston  A.  Dootittle,  Capt.  R.  J.  Chase,  Clark 
A.  Perry,  John  I.  Perry,  \Vemstrom,  DeForrest  Rennett.  J.  W.  Reagan. 
Wallace  Rea,  Chauncey  H.  Bull,  Ciiris  Domiann.  I'rank  Quiggle.  W  illiam 
Schadt,  William  Shipley,  M.  D.  Hadsell.  Phil.  Ladenlnirger,  Valentine  (Jiiin- 
nett,  Captain  L.  G.  Ireland  (Maine),  Captain  E.  L.  Kenney  (Minnesota), 
and  OipCain  D.  L.  Riley  (Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry),  Dr.  J.  M.  Jenkins, 
Dr.  C  L.  Gumey,  L.  M.  Gamer,  John  B.  Curl,  W.  B.  Keniston,  John  F. 
Bendon,  Orvil  O.  Bunker  (died  April  5,  1914,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine 
years),  John  Thomas  and  James  Hall. 
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TBE  JOHNSON  MURDER. 

Peter  Johnson,  an  industrions  Xorwegian,  came  from  Ford  county, 
Illinois,  purchased  land  and  sciiU-d  i>n  tlu-  iiortht-.ist  f|uarter  of  section  32.  in 
H.ikcr  township  in  the  year  i8S().  He  was  a  p<ntr.  sing^le  man  and  hduj^ht 
his  land  on  time.  However,  by  industry  and  economy,  he  made  the  final 
payment  on  his  farm  in  the  fall  of  1902.  In  February.  1903,  he  attended  the 
Jake  Brandt  sale  and  on  his  way  home  stopped  in  Ihldvin  for  supper.  That 
was  ihv  hi<,i  trace  of  him  alive.  Fred  Hokuf,  at  that  time  a  sinj^le  man.  was 
<<\\v  !•{  ,1  l';inii!\-  nf  Ilipkuts  in  the  >^a^le  neii^lilxirln h k|  and  inaclc  a  li\in^  hv 
workiii}4  iMit  1  he  next  day  after  Johnson  took  supper  in  Melvin.  tliis  Fred 
Hokuf  appeared  at  the  Johnson  fann,  took  care  of  the  stock  and  huskcil  a 
little  com  that  was  left  in  the  field.  He  gave  out  the  information  that  Peter 
Johnson  had  gone  bade  to  Illinois  on  a  visit  to  his  people  and  had  left  him 
there  to  take  care  of  t!i<  i  1  k  and  the  place  while  he  was  away.  That  story 
received  more  or  le>;s  cri-du  Inr  a  tiiiR'.  \vi  Johnson's  nearest  neisjhixir.  with 
wliom  he  was  particularly  friendly  and  neighborly,  seeiui^  each  otlier  every 
day,  thought  it  very  strange  that  Johnson,  who  had  previously  talked  over 
all  his  affairs  with  the  family,  should  take  such  a  step  and  not  say  a  word  to 
them  about  it  Later  when  Hcdcuf  b^n  sdling  off  the  personal  property 
the  neighbors  iKcamc  suspidoiis  and  tried  to  i;et  an  investigation.  As  no  evi- 
dence considered  convincinpf  was  in  sif^Iit  the  county  autlmritics  were  slow 
about  lakiui;  it  up.  The  matter  was  tinally  taken  before  the  i)oard  of  sui>er- 
visors  and,  although  they  knew  there  was  no  authority  of  law  for  it.  offered 
a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  the  murderer  of  Peter 
Johnson.  It  had  become  the  general  belief  by  that  time  that  Johnson  had 
been  nntrdered. 

O.  p..  Ilardiui,'  was  then  iivini^  at  Morningside,  Sioii.x  City,  and  when 
he  saw  the  pnblii  at ii  tn  ot  the  reward  thonglu.  as  he  was  not  doing  much  at 
tiie  time,  that  he  might  as  well  come  up  and  look  into  the  matter.  Mr.  Hard- 
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ing's  old  home  for  many  years  had  been  in  that  vicinity  and  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  Peter  ohnson.  so  he  made  up  his  mind  to  try  to  unraxcl  t!h 
mvsten-  and  u]v>n  preliminary  invcstij^ation  coiu-IihIkI  that  Freii  ll.ikiit  liail 
nuirclered  Peter  Julinsoii.  Hanliiij;.  not  lH'in»j  used  to  detective  work,  in- 
duced W.  C.  Davenport,  ex-slieriff  of  \\  o<Mlbury  county,  to  work  with  him. 
Davenport  came  with  Harding  and  between  them  pushed  the  matter  to  a 
finish.  When  Hokuf  discovered  his  first  stor>'  was  not  credited  he  added 
further  that  Johnson  had  sent  a  man  as  his  agent  from  Illinois  who  had  sold 
him  (Hokuf)  the  |>ers.)nal  ])ro|>crty  anrl  rented  him  the  farm  for  a  ttrni  of 
years  and  that  Johns<tn  had  gone  to  Xorway  '>n  a  lojifj  visit.  'I  liireupon 
Davenport  went  to  Jolinson's  old  home  in  Illinois  and  found  tiiat  he  had  not 
been  there  and  no  one  had  heard  anything  about  his  going  to  the  old  coun- 
try. On  this  trip  Davenport  learned  that  Johnson  had  an  illegitimate  daugli- 
ter,  then  a  young  lad\'.  li\  ing  in  Illitiois.  In  the  meantime  Harding  Iwjked 
up  the  Johnson  personal  ])n>|X'rty  and  fou!i<l  it  t<i  the  value  of  ahmit  $Hoo. 
Hokuf  claimed  lie  paid  $400  for  it.  Heini;  1  |m-tii tned  he  first  said  he  Lrave 
a  check  for  it.  hut  when  asked  wiiat  hank  he  suddenly  recollected  tiiat  he  hap- 
pened to  have  the  mone\-  by  htm  and  paid  the  cash. 

Upon  Davenport's  return  from  Illinois  Hokuf  was  arrested,  June  8, 
1004.  on  suspicion  and  brought  before  W.  J.  Miller,  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Sil)!ey.  for  a  ])reliniinary  hearing;.  lie  waive<l  examination  and  his  bond  was 
fixed  at  $10,000.  Being  unaijle  to  secure  the  reipiired  Ixmd  he  had  to  re- 
main in  jail  in  .Sibley  to  await  the  meeting  of  the  grand  jury  and  district 
court.  About  a  month  later  Harding  and  the  sheriff  went  to  Melvin  and  or- 
ganized a  posse  to  search  for  Johnson's  body.  Prior  to  that  time  the  whole 
neighi)orhoo<1  had  such  a  wholesome  fear  of  the  Ilokuf  family  tluv  were 
afraid  to  move  in  the  matter  or  even  tell  what  tiiey  knew.  Ten  men  had  to 
be  enlisted  l)efore  they  dared  act.  They  searclied  the  cellar  and  old  straw 
stack  bottoms  and  every  place  where  a  grave  woukl  be  likely  to  be  dug  in  mid- 
winter when  the  ground  is  generally  frozen.  At  the  start  of  that  work 
Harding  offered  a  reward  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  man  who  discovered  the 
body.  By  that  time  it  was  the  general  belief  that  the  body  was  not  far  away. 
During  the  search  Harding  discovered  srinie  coal  cinders  under  the  bedding 
in  one  of  the  horse  stalls  farthest  from  the  door.  He  cleared  awav  the  straw 
and  called  the  men  with  shovels  to  move  the  cinders,  whereupon  they  found 
what  looked  like  fresh  earth.  He  probed  with  an  iron  rod  and  struck  some- 
thing hard  and  said.  ''There,  boys,  is  Johnson's  body."  One  f>f  the  men  pres- 
ent went  home  and  returned  with  his  post  auger,  and  at  the  third  lifting  of 
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tlie  anger  bnmjrht  up  fr.ig-nients  of  overalls  a(Toini)anif(l  by  a  strouij  stench, 
'l  liey  tlieti  went  to  wmk  with  llic  sll<)Vl•l^  aii<l  uiKo\erc(J  Juhnsoii's  Ixxly. 
The  coroner  and  county  attorney  were  sent  for  and  arrived  before  the  re- 
mains were  removed,  .\fter  the  intiitest  the  body  was  taken  to  Sibley,  but 
Hukuf  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  finding. 

When  the  searching  party  returned  to  Melvin.  Harding  asked  who 
claiim-il  the  reward.  One  of  thoin  said  it  lH'lont;cd  to  llardinjjf  as  he  had 
made  the  diMO\er\.  \\  hireupon  1  iar(hng  >aid.  "  I  licre  arc  itii  of  vuit.  >o  each 
man  slionkl  into  i)ie  lank  and  receive  live  dollars  each."  The  ten  men  got 
tlicir  five  dollars  apiece  and  at  least  one  of  them  got  gtoriously  drunk  on  his 
share. 

The  sheriff  and  Harding  init  Hokuf  thronph  a  sweating:  process  and 
after  ainnit  two  linMr-^  of  haril  wmk  Hokuf  weakened  and  made  a  confes- 
siiMi.  He  sai«l  llic  luglit  after  the  >ale  he  walked  down  tlie  raihoad  track 
and  when  opposite  Johnson's  lunise  he  tnrned  in  and  helped  Jolinsun  do  his 
chores.  On  the  way  down  the  track  he  liad  picked  up  an  iron  brace  that  had 
dru|)|)e<l  off  a  car  and  threw  it  on  top  of  the  snow  beside  the  path  that  had 
lit  rii  -liMveied  from  the  honse  i"  the  liam.  On  the  way  to  the  house  Hokuf 
pukcil  u|>  tills  iron  rod  and  hit  Johnson  ovi-r  the  head  and  killed  him  with 
one  hlow.  The  broken  skull  and  no  niliev  marks  vcntied  this  statement. 
After  this  confession  Hokuf  tried  to  claim  that  he  was  acting  in  self-defense. 
But  Johnson  being  a  small,  inoffensive  man  and  Hokuf  a  big  bttrly  fellow, 
he  soon  found  that  claim  would  not  work.  After  the  murder  he  burned 
Johnson's  clothinjj^  and  pa|x*rs  to  make  it  appear  as  if  he  had  <^(jne  for  a  long 
visit.  Hoknf  acknowledged  he  <lrank  a  pint  of  whiskey  while  he  was  dointj 
the  job.  In  the  meantime  he  was  marrietl  and  was  living  in  Johnson's 
honse  with  his  wife  and  baby  when  arresteil.  It  was  never  susiK'ctetl  that 
the  wife  knew  anything  about  the  murder.  Her  father  toc^  her  home  and 
she  has  since  remarried  and  is  a  respected  woman.  About  two  weeks  before 
he  was  to  be  tried  Hokuf  shot  himself.  It  is  not  known  how  he  secured 
the  gim. 

The  c<nnt  appointed  ().  B.  Harding  atlministrator  of  the  Juhiisun  estate 
Hokuf  s  death  ended  the  chapter  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  but  there  is 
still  another  short  story  which  it  took  long  to  act.  Under  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Illinois  an  illegitimate  chikl  did  not  become  an  heir  to  the  father's 
estate,  but  under  the  laws  of  Iowa  it  doe<  Then  followed  a  legal  battle  for 
Tohiison's  pr<»perty.  The  yoting  lady  ai)])oiiiteil  Hanlin^  a-.  Iter  agent  to 
prosecute  iier  claim.  Johnson's  other  relatives  contested  her  claim.  To  cnl 
this  i)art  of  ilu-  >tory  short,  the  girl  won  in  the  district  court.   The  case  was 
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appealed  and  the  girl  again  won  in  the  supreme  court.  All  this  litigation  was 
expensive,  but  when  all  through  and  finally  settled  Harding  was  able  to  hand 
the  girl  four  thousand  dollars. 

THE  SHOOTING  OF  GEORGE  GKOEN. 

George  Groen  and  tamily  came  from  Kossuth  county.  Iowa,  and  settled 
near  tlie  town  of  rienruf.  in  I.yon  oimnty.  lie  fnst  tenti'd  a  fann  anfl  later 
hnu£jlit  the  soutlieast  c|uaiter  (it  section  17.  about  one  and  oiu--lialt  miles  west 
oi  the  town  ot  Asiiton.  He  was  ijuitc  a  successful  fanner.  However,  when 
he  went  to  town  he  was  quite  likely  to  drink  a  little  too  much.  Ue  was  nbt 
particularly  ugly  to  strangers  when  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  but  at  such 
times  did  not  get  along  very  well  with  the  family  at  bonie.  On  December 
_^o.  !f>o8.  upon  returnint''  from  town  there  was  considerable  irritation  Ik'- 
tween  him  and  his  bitj  boys.  'I'hey  engaged  in  tin-  ^ame  <>f  pulling  sticks 
for  a  small  bet.  ami  over  the  pawnent  of  this  l)et  a  quarrel  arose.  The  father 
rushed  for  the  door  and  secured  a  pK  >w  handle  for  a  club  and  swore  he  would 
kill  the  seventeen-year-old  boy.  In  the  meantime  the  boy  had  run  up  stairs 
and  got  possession  of  a  loadi  d  shot  g^n  and  both  thus  arme<l  were  about  to 
meet  on  the  stairway.  I'l-foic  they  met  the  boy  fired  point  blank  into  the 
breast  of  the  father  and  tlie  father  died  front  the  effects  of  the  shot  three 
days  later,  'i'he  boy  was  tried  for  niurdcr  and  at  the  trial  it  was  made  to 
appear  that  the  father  was  of  a  violent  and  fiery  temper ;  that  the  boy  in  a 
frenzy  of  fear  for  his  life  had  fired  the  fatal  shot.  He  was  acquitted  by  the' 
jur>-  on  the  theory  that  he  was  in  a  panic  of  fear  and  acted  in  self-defense. 

THE  FREEZING  OF  UAKER  AND  JENKINS.  * 

i 

The  blizzard  of  Januaiy  7,  1873,  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  worst 

ever  exiicrienoed  in  this  county.  The  morning  was  beautiful  and  the  weather 
kKikcd  [jromising.  causing  those  whr>  had  a  trip  tn  make  to  start  out  in  full 
confiilence.  At  that  lime  a  man  by  the  name  of  I'cter  Baker  drosc  the  over- 
land >tage  line  l)etwccn  Spencer,  C  lay  county,  ami  R<ick  Rapids.  Lytm  county, 
via  Sibley.  He  left  Sibley  in  the  forenoon  of  January  7th  with  K.  Jenkins 
as  his  only  passenger.  When  about  ten  miles  west  of  Sibley  a  terrible  bliz- 
zard struck  that  uninhatnted  region  of  prairie  with  terrific  violence.  There 
was  considerable  lonsf  snow  on  the  ground  aiul  the  fierce  wind  picked  it  uy) 
ami  with  a  grinding:,  thresiiing  fury  soon  had  a  large  part  of  it  in  air.  quicklv 
forming  into  great  Miowdrifts  wherever  any  obstacle  was  in  the  way.  The 
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Stage  tlrivcrs  horses  xxm  iloundered  in  a  Wg  snowdrift,  when  iramediatcly 
a  greater  drift  foniH-d  about  them,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  two  men  could  do. 
the  h()rscs  sddii  died. 

Tlic  lucn  put  up  a  brave  fight  for  their  lives — walking  and  stamping 
around,  trying  to  keep  their  Uood  in  circulation.  After  about  eighteen 
hours  of  desperate  effort,  Mr.  Jenkins  became  insane  from  suflEering  and 
laid  down  and  died  before  Mr.  Raker's  eyes. 

The  .storm  lasted  about  three  days.  On  Friday  afternoon  Mr.  Baker 
was  foun<l  about  one-half  mile  from  the  stage  trail  with  both  feet  and  leps 
frozen  to  the  knees.  He  was  taken  to  the  nearest  house  and  cared  for  until 
the  next  day  when  he  was  taken  to  Sbley.  Soon  after  both  his  were 
amputated  and  on  May  25,  1873.  he  died.  Thus  two  more  men  became  the 
victims  of  the  terrible  Uizzards  of  that  time. 

UE.VTH  OF  "OLU  MA.N  I.ARAIITV"  BV  KKEEZIXG. 

This  man  came  from  Harral)oo,  Wisconsin,  and  filed  on  an  eighty-acre 

claim  on  section  10,  in  i-".ast  llolman  townsbi]).  He  was  sixty  years  of  age. 
or  perhaps  a  little  oMer.  and  wri>  lalUd  "Old  Man  Larality"  to  distiiiijiii.sh 
him  from  his  suns  who  were  also  here  at  tliat  time.  His  real  name  was  Ed- 
ward Larahty.  He  was  a  small  and  not  very  robust  man  on  whom  the  marks 
of  thne  had  made  considerable  showing. 

The  winter  of  1872-73  was  very  severe.  On  .\sh  Wednesday  in  Febni- 
arv.  if^73.  he  came  in  fnnn  liis  claim  to  .Sibley  to  get  a  few  necessary  sup- 
plies. Atiioiiil:  other  things  lie  bought  a  piece  of  meat  from  Robert  Richard- 
son, who  conducted  a  meat  nmrket  then,  as  now.  in  Sibley.  He  started  for 
home  about  sundown  in  company  with  M.  J.  Campbell,  who  was  going  his 
way  as  far  as  what  is  now  known  as  McCallum's  Comer.  Here  they  sepa- 
rate<l.  Campbell  going  northeast  to  his  claim  and  Larahty  steering  east  for 
his  h<inie.  alvnit  two  and  one-half  miles  distant  from  tliat  corner.  That  was 
the  last  seen  of  Mr.  I.arahty  alive.  .\  snow  storm  and  Mizzard  came  upon 
him  soon  after  he  parted  with  Campl>ell  and  the  supposition  is  that  the  old 
man  became  confused  and  was  driven  off  the  road  by  the  fierce  storm.  Be- 
tween the  exhaustion  of  wading  in  the  deep  snow  and  the  battling  with  the 
blizzard,  he  became  totally  exhausted,  sank  down  in  the  snow  and  froze  to 
death. 

His  body  was  found  in  a  day  or  two  on  .section  16.  in  a  snow-batik,  per- 
haps one  mile  from  his  home.  His  name  does  not  appear  among  the  home- 
steaders on  section  10  as  he  did  not  live  to  prove  up.  His  body  was  taken  to 
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LeMars  for  burial  as  there  was  no  consecrated  burying  ground  in  Osceola 

county  at  that  time. 

During;  this  same  Sturm  a  homcstcadfr  in  Fairview  township  lost  his 
life.  At  ilial  time  there  was  a  ixj^iotVice  uii  llie  Spirit  l^ke  and  Worthing- 
ton  stage  route,  a  few  niiles  sotith  of  the  present  village  of  Round  Lake,  kept 
by  William  Mosier.  Mr.  Wheeler,  a  Fairview  homesteader,  was  at  this  post- 
ofticc  when  the  storm  came  up.  Wheeler,  thinking  he  could  get  liome,  started 
nut.  Inn  was  !inal)!f  to  find  his  j)laoe,  and  wandered  al)<)ut  tintil  he  iKTamc  so 
l>eiiu:i:Iied  anil  exhanste<l.  he  lay  down  and  died.  In  his  wanderinirs  he 
nearly  reached  W  est  Okeboji  lake  in  Dickinson  county.  Wheii  the  storm 
cleared  tip  he  was  found  by  Mr.  Tuttle,  whose  house  he  was  near  when  he 
perished. 

In  this  same — ^January  7th,  1873 — blizzard,  Peter  Ladenburger  lost 
his  life.  This  man  came  from  Shehoyfjan  county,  W  isconsin.  and  had  no 
relatives  in  this  part  of  the  country.  After  tlie  storm  he  was  missin*;  and 
no  trace  of  him  could  l>e  found.  On  the  jyth  day  of  November, 
1873.  l-'red  Kru^r  was  hunting  in  the  valley  of  the  Ocheyedan,  and  when 
a  few  miles  south  of  where  the  town  of  Ocheyedan  now  stands,  he  found  the 
remains  of  sotnc  person,  which  pro\  e(l  to  be  thfise  of  the  unfortunate  Laden- 
burger.  Mr.  Krucirer  notified  S.  S.  T'arker.  who  in  turn  notified  the  proper 
authorities.  He  was  |Hisiti\ely  identified  by  a  rinsj;^  and  the  contents  of  his 
pocketlx)ok.  The  skull  was  a  few  feet  from  the  trunk.  He  was  lying  brea.st 
down,  just  about  as  a  man  would  fall  on  becoming  tmconscious.  Mr.  Laden- 
burger  was  a  carpenter  and  the  last  work  he  was  known  to  have  done  was  to 
put  the  liberty  pole  on  the  court  house  at  Sibl^r. 

THE  I  KEEZING  OF  DK.  HAI.L. 

Dr.  Hall  located  on  section  28,  in  Goewcy  township,  in  1871  and  tried 
to  remain  throuit;h  the  exceedingly  liard  winter  of  1871-72.  He  was  the 
father-in-law  of  V.  O.  Messanger.  who  located  on  the  same  section. 

Al  that  time  people  did  not  know  the  value  of  hay  as  fuel  and  conse- 
quently had  to  use  whatever  they  could  find  that  would  make  a  little  fire.  Dr. 
Hall  and  his  son  went  with  two  teams  of  oxen  to  the  Ocheyedan  river  to  se- 
cure willow  bnish  and  had  their  loads  cut,  loaded  and  were  on  their  way 
home  when  the  three-day  blizzard  of  January,  1872.  struck  the  county.  The 
snow  .soon  Ix-came  so  deep  in  j)laces  that  the  oxen  conld  not  get  tlironsrh  with 
the  loads.  So  they  unhooked  their  teams  and  continued  their  journey  trying 
to  get  home.  The  boy,  who  was  big  and  strong,  drove  one  team  ahead  and 
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the  other  team  ami  Mr.  Hall  tollowcd.  \\  lioti  mar  Iionic  the  km  u  his 
lather  \va<  imt  u  ith  hi>  team.  l)nt  dared  nut  turn  hack  tu  find  him.  thiiikinj^  he 
was  tired  and  would  follow.  The  Ixjy  and  li.xen  reached  home  in  a  half 
frozen  conditloti,  but  the  father  fell  by  the  way  when  about  one  mile  from 
home.  He  was  buried  so  deep  in  the  snow  that  his  body  was  not  found  un- 
til the  next  siH^r.t;  Xftcr  tlic  >n(nv  had  gone  in  the  sprini:  <>\  iS-_'  tlu-  fam- 
ily dog'  came  trt  the  house  with  a  foot  and  ankle  witli  tlie  ^lnn-  ■>til!  i>u  the 
foot,  and  the  tanuly  knew  it  was  from  the  remains  of  the  unfortunate  hus- 
ban«l  and  father.  A  more  thorough  search  found  the  remaintler  of  the  body 
which  had  been  torn  to  pieces  and  mutilated  by  the  wolves.  What  was  left 
of  Dr.  Hall  was  gathered  up  and  buried  on  the  claim  of  Charles  Jenkins,  an- 
other son-in-law,  on  the  southwest  part  of  section  iS.  near  Sil)ley.  This 
•jrave  is  located  on  the  Oonin  j)lace  at  the  >outlieast  hnrder  of  .^n^lcy.  Soon 
after  the  remainder  of  the  family  moved  away  and  their  whereabouts  are 
now  unknown. 

FRED  KNAGGS. 

The  winter  of  iSji-jj  was  long  and  severe  with  large  quantities  of 
snow  that  drifted  hitiur  and  yon  with  the  drifting  winds.  Many  homesteads 
were  located  in  iiS^i,  hut  it  was  the  misfortune  i>f  only  a  few  lo  have  to  re- 
main over  winter.  Sibley  was  the  only  trading  point  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  county.  By  February,  1872,  the  snow  was  deep  and  weather  extremely 
cold.  February  12th  was  fine  and  man\  rtiK  rs  congregated  at  H.  K.  Rotlg- 
er's  >tore  from  all  arouinl  to  ijet  needed  >upi)lies  and  comjjare  notes.  In  the 
afternoon  of  tliat  da\  Mxteen  men  met  in  R'jdger>"  store,  the  only  stoic  then 
in  Sihiey.  The  sky  \\a>  clear  and  air  line  wuii  every  api>earance  of  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  long  winter,  when  suddenly  the  wind  chopped  round  and  a 
tierce  blizzard  broke  over  the  count)'  without  warning.  As  was  the  custom 
in  those  days,  the     rm  lasted  for  three  days. 

These  settlers  k-ft  the  store  and  started  out  for  their  homes  in  various 
tlirectioiis.  A  feu  went  noi-tliue>l.  hut  ^topped  at  the  house  of  I.  L.  l\oI)in- 
son,  on  the  ouiskirt>  of  the  town,  and  dareii  go  no  farther  until  the  storm  was 
over.  A  few  went  south,  getting  as  far  as  R.  O.  Manson's,  one-half  mile 
south,  gave  it  up  ami  waited  for  the  storm  to  abate.  J.  F.  Glover  and  the 
White  lx>ys  went  northeast  and  reached  tlieir  claims  only  one  or  two  miles  out. 

I'red  Knagtrs.  whose  home<te:id  was  in  Ocheyedan  township,  on  section 
JO.  ahout  ei^ht  miles  from  Silile\.  started  ea>t  for  his  dann  and  f.imiiv  with 
a  hand  sled  anti  a  few  necessaries,  .\fter  the  storm  was  over  word  came  to 
Sibley  that  Knaggs  had  not  reached  home.   J.  F.  Glover,  M.  j.  Cam])l>ell. 
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C.  M.  Brooks,  Al  Halstcad.  I".  and  Eui^ciu  W  liite  fonned  a  searching 
parly  :iiid  fullnwcd  tin-  marks  of  Kiiayijs'  •-itil.  tiii'lnig^  tlie  sled  nlxnit  seven 
iiiiica  out  near  a  vacant  honieslcad  -.liack.  1  lie  remains  of  a  sack  <>i  tlour 
which  the  wolves  had  torn  oi^en  and  partially  eaten  was  all  that  cuuKi  Im: 
found.  They  were  unable,  however,  to  trace  the  man  farther  and  were  not 
able  to  iind  the  txxly.  Late  in  March  the  body,  partly  eaten  by  wolves,  was 
found  by  W.  H.  Lean,  several  niiles  southeast  <>f  where  the  sled  was  found, 
ll  was  supposed  tli.il  ulieii  he  arrived  at  this  vacant  shanty  he  was  I>enunilx."d 
with  the  cold  and  nearly  sulfocaled  with  the  furious  blizzard  and  that  he  Iht- 
caine  confused  and  lost  his  bearings  and  drifted  with  the  wind  until,  totally 
exhausted,  he  sank  down  and  passed  into  the  unknown.  A  blizzard  has  a  be- 
numbing, smothering  and  exhausting  effect  on  a  person  who  is  out  in  it  and 
nt»  >>iic  Init  a  well-clacl,  stron.Lf  and  clear-headed  man  can  Innt;  survive  in  a 
had  tine.  Mr.  Knai:i;s  was  not  well  cla<l  an<l  had  tDo  far  to  i^o.  allowini;^  tlie 
Sturm  too  much  time  to  overcome  hini.  He  was  buried  on  his  lunnestead 
and,  there  being  no  clergyman  present,  Mr.  Frick  read  a  burial  service.  They 
laid  him  away  under  the  soil  for  which  he  gave  his  life,  hoping  to  make  a 
home  for  himself  and  family.  His  wife  remained  and  proved  up  on  the 
claim.  Some  years  later  she  married  Ed.  Lord,  and  lived  in  Sibley  several 
years.  Finally  the  whole  family  moved  to  the  far  west. 

ACCIDENTAL  DEATH  OF  C.  D.  WILBERN. 

In  the  early  seventies,  C.  D.  and  T.  ().  W'ilhern  came  here  from  Ciiero- 
kee  county,  bnva.  and  conilucted  a  u;eneral  store  under  the  Hrm  name  of  \\  il- 
bern  Brothers.  ln»r  many  years  11.  K.  Rogers.  Brow'n  and  Chaniners  ami 
the  Wilbem  brothers  were  the  leading  merchants  of  Sibley.  The  Wilbem 
brothers  gained  a  comfortable  competence  and  retired.  A  few  years  after 
letiring  both  families  moved  to  California,  hired  by  the  siren  song  of  beauti 
ful  climate.  A  very  few  years  suOiced  to  brinj;  tlicni  to  a  state  of  mind 
where  the  iMiinniful  soil  <if  Iowa  looked  Ix'tter  to  them  than  the  beautiful  (f) 
climate  uf  California,  so  they  wafted  back,  very  little  the  worse  for  the  ex- 
perience, but  much  wiser.  While  they  did  not  again  engage  in  any  regular 
business  they  were  both  of  such  an  industrious  disposition  that  they  were 

•  never  idle.   On  March  2j  i  j    .  C.  1).  W  illKin,  largely  for  the  >ake  of  hav- 
ing something  to  cKj.  w;i-  hcii)uii;  .\.  \\  .  Ham's  in  and  ah'-nl  lii--  elev  ator. 

.  He  was  ])hysically  .and  incnt.illy  acli\e  and  alert.  One  da\  lie  w.is  out  ou  the 
side  track.  sui>erinlentling  the  ]>lacing  of  a  car,  and  while  he  was  watching 
one  car,  another  came  flying  in  and  ran  him  down,  killing  htm  Instantly. 
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His  ImxIv  was  ci iniplftcly  Junkcii  and  cni>lK(l.  It  lias  always  been  a  mystery 
how  it  could  iia|)|K-ii.  tlial  a  man  so  naturally  active  and  alert  should  be  so 
trapped.   However,  a  useful  life  was  crushed  out  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

THE  ACCIDENTAL  DEATH  OF  PETER  DE  BLOOM. 

In  the  year  iJSyj  Peter  DcBloom,  of  Grundy  county.  Iowa,  bought  a 
farm  in  this  county,  and  in  1893  moved  on  to  it  with  his  family.  Being  a 
good  farmer,  he  prospered  and  made  money,  not  only  by  his  farmit^  activi- 
ties but.  bt-yond  all  expectation,  on  the  advance  in  the  price  of  land.  In  the 
year  of  1004  he  retire<l  from  the  farm  and  inoveil  into  .Sibley.  On  Monday, 
1  )fLcnil)cr  J*),  19 1, V  ''^  borrowed  his  soti-in-law's  team  and  brought  home  a 
loail  of  coi)s.  .\s  lie  was  returning  the  team,  a  train  hit  the  wagon  at  the 
railroad  crossing,  in  the  south  part  of  Sibley,  threw  Mr.  DeBIoom  out  and 
many  feet  distant  and  killed  him  instantly.  It  is  a  myster>'  to  his  relatives 
and  friends  how  a  cautious,  active  man  got  so  caug^ht.  He  was  only  a  little 
over  sixty  years  <if  age  and  f|uite  active.  He  had  always  cautioned  his 
children  to  Ifjok  out  for  the  cars  at  the  crossings.  He  seemed  to  be  meeting 
his  fate.  This  accident  happened  ciuly  a  few  rtnls  from  the  place  where  C.  D. 
Wiibem  was  accidentally  killed. 

THB  ACCIDENTAL  DEATH  OP  HERMAN  FRY. 

March  u,  1913.  Herman  Fry  was  helping  to  cut  trees  in  the  grove  of 
his  father,  John  Fry,  a  few  miles  west  of  Sibley.  Suddenly  and  without 
warning  a  branch  fell  from  a  nearby  tree,  struck  him  on  the  head  and  frac- 
tured his  skull,  dri\  ing  a  piece  of  the  bone  into  the  brain.    He  at  fir-t  fell, 

Init  recovered  enough  to  arise,  and  was  helped  into  tlie  lioti^e.  A  doctor  was 
summoned,  lint  Vhile  on  the  operating  table  he  passed  away.  His  death  was 
a  sad  loss  as  he  had  a  wife  and  family  of  small  children  de|)ending  on  him. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Sibley  cemetery,  March  15,  191 3. 

THE  ACCIDENTAL  DEATH  OP  EDWARD  LARRAHTY. 

When  Edward  Larrahty,  who  froze  to  death  on  section  16,  east  of  Sib- 
ley, came  here  from  Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1872,  his  three  sons.  Thomas, 
Edward  and  William,  came  with  him.    Thomas  and  Edward  took  dams, 

William  being  too  youiig  W'lieti  ilie  hard  times  came,  in  consequence  of  the 
grassliopiK-r  plague,  I  homas.  ami  lidward  .sccurctl  eniployment  on  the  rail- 
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road  as  section  hands.  Being  sober,  industrious  and  trustworthy  men,  they 
received  promotion.  Edward  was  given  chai^  of  the  six-mile  section  north 
of  Sibley.  On  the  last  day  of  October,  1892.  wliile  at  his  usual  work  on  the 
track  a  few  miles  north  of  Sibley,  the  rumble  of  an  approaching  train  was 

heard  at  a  time  wlieii  tio  rej^^ular  train  was  due.  The  work  tlie  men  were  do- 
ing was  a  small  juh  and  wkuUI  occupy  only  a  tew  minutes;  conset|uently  the 
hand  car  was  left  standing  on  the  track  ready  to  move  on.  Upon  hearing  the 
train  all  hands  ran  to  move  the  car  off  the  track  and  had  it  turned  half-way 
around,  and  two  wheels  off,  with  one  man  working  between  the  rails  helping 
to  push  it  along,  when  the  pilot  of  the  fast  ai)i)roacIiing  engine  struck  the 
car  an<i  man,  tlirowing  the  mail  one  hundred  led  l>y  actual  measurement. 
This  man,  John  Kasnuissen  by  name,  was  injured  fur  life  and  settled  with 
the  company  for  some  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  and  went  to  Nebraska, 
where,  at  last  reports,  he  ts  still  living.  There  was  an  iron  bar  on  the  hand 
car  which  was  hit  so  hard  by  the  swift  goii^  train  that  it  was  sent  flyitig 
tlirough  the  air  and  hit  Edward  I.arrahty.  kilh'ng  him.  He  is  buried  in  the 
Sibley  cemetery.  His  widow  settled  with  the  comjjany  for  one  thousand  d<il- 
lars.  This  train  proved  to  be  an  extra  freight,  running  ahead  of  the  pas- 
senger train,  on  fast  time. 

.Andrew  Verhage,  cme  of  the  men  in  the  crew,  was  hit  and  hurt  so 
severely  that  he  was  laid  up  three  weeks.  Mr.  Verhage  is  still  working  for 
the  railroad  coni|>any  and  is  now  section  boss  of  this  same  section.  Thotuas 
Larrahty  lives  in  Xehraska.  having  worked  for  the  railroad  company  so  long 
he  is  now  retired  on  a  jiension.   William  Larrahty  lives  in  Cok>radi>. 
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MISLELLAXEOL  S  ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 


EDUCATIONAL  HISTORY. 

I1ie  first  schools  of  the  county  were  small  and  not  taught  r^ularly  as 
required  by  law.  They  were  held  in  poor  buildings  wherever  the  requisite 
number  of  children  of  school  age  liappeiieti  to  be  foimd.    Many  of  the  first 

teacher^  made  im  preteiisii'n>  to  he  (|nalitietl  for  their  work.  Tlie  pii])ils  were 
youiij;,  ilu-  waives  low  an<l  t re(|iieiUly  the  otily  way  to  have  any  school  was  to 
give  a  homesteader's  wile  a  permit  to  teach  some  |>articular  school.  Often 
that  school  was  held  in  the  teacher's  kitchen. 

The  first  school  in  Fatrview  township  was  held  in  the  homestead  shade 
of  S.  A.  Dove  and  Mrs.  Dove  was  the  teacher.  Fairview  now  has  four  rural 
schi-K»ls  and  the  graded  ?>oh(iul  oi  Harris,  employing  in  all  seven  teachers. 
( ila<lys  Fitote  is  (igi^)  the  princi])al  of  the  Harris  school.  Tlie  value  of 
the  school  proj>erty  of  this  township  is  eight  thousand  dollars.  It  has  two 
hundred  and  forty  children  of  school  age. 

Horton  township  has  five  puUic  schools  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  children  of  school  age.  It  has  school  property  valued  at  twenty  thou- 
sand diillars.  There  is  also,  in  connection  with  the  I.ntheran  church,  a  de- 
nominational school  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty-one.  The  first  school  in 
this  township  was  the  Clemen>  sch<x»l. 

Wilson  township  supports  six  schools  for  ninety-nine  children  of  school 
age.  and  has  school  property  valued  at  four  thousand  dollars.  The  first 
school  here  was  on  section  27.  It  was  eventually  moved  to  what  was  later 
called  the  Cloud  district. 

N'iola  township  suppf)rts  six  schools  and  the  school  property  is  valued  at 
six  thousanti  dollars  with  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  children  of  school  age. 
The  first  school  was  held  on  section  14  and  was  later  called  the  Shaw  district 

Allison  township  has  nine  schools  and  the  children  of  school  age  number 
two  hutvlred  and  fifteen,  with  scho<il  proix-rty  valued  at  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  first  school  is  han!  to  locate  at  this  late  day  I)iit  it  wa.s  prohably  in 
the  ni>rihwesteru  part  in  the  neighix>rhood  of  the  New  England  settlement. 
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Ocheyedan  township  suppuris  eight  scliools,  outside  of  the  "iiulcpcii(Jeiii 
district"  of  Ocheyedan,  with  school  property  valued  at  four  thousand  dollars, 
and  children  of  school  age  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen.  The 
first  school  house  was  built  by  the  "boodlers"  in  the  satue  season  that  they 
erei-trd  l\v<i  or  three  others  in  the  county.  They  were  all  hirger  than  was 
necessary  and  bnih  at  an  enormous  expense.  S.  S.  Parker  later  l>oiight  this 
liouse,  ujuved  it  ontu  liis  claiiu  for  a  residence  and  a  uiure  suitable  school 
house  was  provided. 

Holman  township  supports  sixteen  rural  schools,  outside  of  Sibley,  with 
property  valued  at  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The  children  of  school  age 
nnnilitT  fnnr  luindred  and  forty.  The  first  school  was  at  SiUlev  in  one  of  the 
"li' •  i<iler"  >vl!uol  l)f>u,>;es.  Another  of  those  expensive  Imnses  wax  located  on 
the  southeast  onier  of  section  15.  township  yy,  range  41.  It  was  eventually 
sold  and  a  proper  kind  of  a  school  house  located  in  the  proper  place. 

Gilman  township  supports  eight  schools  outside  of  the  independent  dis- 
trict of  .\shton,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  children  of  school  age, 
and  school  projjerty  vahuvl  at  fne  thousand  dollars.  The  first  school,  as 
near  as  can  be  made  out  now.  was  one  near  the  first  location  of  the  .\slitou 
church ;  another  was  in  the  western  part  of  the  ^wnship  in  the  Quaker 
settlement. 

Goewey  township  supports  nine  schools  for  two  hundred  and  twen^*- 
eight  children  of  school  age  and  has  property  valued  at  about  eight  tli  usand 
d<  iltars.  The  first  school  was  on  section  10,  later  moved  to  the  regular  school 
site. 

Baker  township  has  nine  schools  and  property  valued  at  four  thousan«l 
dollars,  outside  of  the  Melvin  schools,  with  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  chil- 
dren of  school  age.  The  first  school  was  held  on  section  8  and  was  taught 

bj-  Mrs.  Orvis  Foster,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  Baker  township  notes. 

Harrison  township  came  in  later  and  had  its  first  school  at  May  City 
postoffice.  This  township  now  supports  nine  public  schools,  for  children  of 
school  age.  nunil>ering  two  hundre<l  and  two,  and  school  proj^erty  valued  at 
six  tlmusand  dollars. 

Besides  the  foregoing  country  schools,  there  are  in  the  county  four  inde- 
pendent rlistricts  as  follows :  Ocheyedan  graded  school,  employing  five 
teachers,  and  having  two  hundred  and  tweiUy-nint-  children  r)f  sdiool  age. 
ami  school  pro|)erty  valued  at  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  present  princi- 
pal of  this  school  is  J.  P.  Johnson.  The  Ashton  school  employs  four  teach- 
ers, and  has  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  children  of  school  age.  The  school 
propert>-  is  valued  at  three  thousand  fhre  hundred  dollars.  Lawrence  Newby 
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is  the  princiiial.  The  Melx*!!!  adiool  employs  two  teachers  with  Alice  Bafaan 
as  principal.  It  has  eighty  children  of  school  age  and  property  worth  about 
one  thousand  live  hundred  dolars.    Sibley  has  a  school  building  of  fifteen 

rooms,  with  seventeen  teachers.  This  school  has  a  nonnal  (lei)artment  and 
a  music  teacher.  The  Sibley  school  i)ri)])erty  is  valued  at  forty  thousaml 
dollars.  The  chiltlren  of  school  age  iuiml>er  three  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
The  non-resident  pupils,  paying  tuition,  number  twenty-nine.'  The  super- 
intendent is  J.  R.  McAnelly. 

The  value  of  the  ptiblic  sch(j<jl  property  in  the  county  amounts  to  the 
res|)ectable  sum  of  «Mie  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  dollars.  This  will  not 
correspond  exactly  with  tlie  pulilic  records  since  there  are  instances  wherein 
the  records  do  not  enumerate  correctly.  The  total  nuniljer  of  children  of 
school  age  in  the  county  according  to  the  1913  returns  is  three  tiiousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

FIRST  THINGS  OF  OSCEOLA  COUNTY. 

The  first  settler  was  Captain  Eldred,  of  Gibnan  township,  who  was 
later  county  recorder  sUbral  terms. 

The  first  town  in  the  county  was  Sibley. 

Sibley  was  first  called  C"lefi;-horn. 

The  first  store  in  tlie  county  was  conducted  by  Thomas  Shaw,  on  the 
bank  01  Utter  creek,  a  tew  miles  south  of  .Ashton,  to  wlucii  place  he  later 
moved  it 

The  first  store  in  Sibley  was  operated  by  H.  K.  Rogers. 

T4ie  first  railroad  train  came  into  the  cotuity  in  the  spring  of  1872. 

The  first  ilealh  in  the  j.ountv  was  that  of  Wells,  who  died  of  heart  fail- 
ure and  was  found  <lea<l  in  his  liMini>tead  shanty  on  section  8.  Oclieyedan 
township,  in  the  spring  of  187.2.  lie  was  burietl  on  his  claim  and  later  his 
remains  were  moved  to  the  Sibley  cemetery  by  the  old  soldiers  of  the  Ireland 
Post. 

The  first  white  child  liorn  in  the  county  was  a  daughter  of  ^^r.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W .  Xiunns.  nf  Viola  township.  She  was  bom  in  June,  1871,  and  hved 
only  eiu;iuctn  months. 

Le\  i  Shell  opened  the  first  lumber  yard  in  the  county  at  Sibley. 

D.  L.  Riley  was  the  first  mayor  of  Sibley. 

The  first  mail  coming  into 'the  county  was  distributed  at  Tom  Shaw'.s 
first  store. 
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The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held  in  a  small  shack 
that  is  still  making  a  doubtful  statul  on  Nintli  street  in  Sibley. 

'Flic  first  session  of  tlie  fjraml  jury  was  lidd  in  the  fall  of  1872  in  the  old 
frame  court  house,  which  had  just  been  completed. 

Maud  Barclay,  born  Ueceinbcr  17,  1872,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  T.  Barclay,  was  the  first  child  bom  in  Sibley.  She  grew  to  womanhood, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Sibley  and  married  Alfred  Morton, 
She  died  at  Ocheyedan,  January  11,  1902,  where  Mr.  Morton  was  engaged 
in  the  l)ankinL':  liusinp-;<.    She  left  one  daughter  who  now  resides  in  Sibley. 

The  first  threshinjj  machine  outfit  was  run  by  John  A.  Haas,  a  home- 
steader on  section  34,  in  Goewey  township,  in  187J,  with  Al)e  Shaplcy,  of 
Viola,  a  close  second.  Both  were  horse  power  machines.  Mr.  Shaplqr  was 
the  first  to  own  a  steam  power  outfit. 

The  first  bank  was  opened  by  H.  L.  F.mmcri  at  Si!)ley. 

'!"bc  first  church  wa<  the  Methodist  church  at  Sibley, 

( )lto  'I'urk  had  the  tir>t  amoniobile,  a  steam  machine. 

George  Carcw  had  tiic  first  gasoline  automobile. 

Hie  first  tenn  of  court  convened  July  t6,  1872,  with  Henry  Ford, 
judge:  C.  H.  Lewis,  district  attorney:  Frank  Stiles,  sheriiT.  and  Cyrus  M. 
Brooks,  clerk.   The  first  case  on  the  docket  is  entitled,  **L.  F.  Diefendorf 

versus  J.  H.  Wtnspcar  &  Company." 

The  first  residence  in  .Sibley  was  built  iiy  joliii  L.  Robinson,  who  was 
father  of  h'rank  .M.  Robin.son,  tlie  first  county  auditor. 

John  L.  Robinson  died  in  Sibley  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet,\ -eight 
years. 

TUE  IOWA  LA.NU  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND. 

This  company  operated  in  this  territory  many  years  and  at  one  time  it 
was  said  to  be  the  richest  company  doing  business  in  Iowa.   Its  plan  was  to 

buy  the  cheap  prairie  lantl  in  larg;e  f|uantities.  partially  improve  it.  put  a 
cheap  Ml  III  liuildinf^s  on  the  \arious  farms,  and  run  them  as  tenant  farms 
a  number  oi  years.  Eventually  the  coni|>any  sold  out  and  thus  gained  the 
advance  in  price.  The  purchase  of  these  lands  was  made  in  1881  under  the 
management  of  Gose  Brothers  &  Company.  The  stockholders  were  all  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch. 

In  tSS^^  the  firm  of  ("jo^c  Brothers      Company  dis^^olved.  and  C.  W. 
Benson,  one  of  the  i>artners  in  the  old  firm  of  Close  Brothers  &  Company, 
(43) 
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took  over  the  management  of  the  Iowa  Land  Camfsaty,  in  which  Ker  D.  Dun- 
lop  and  C.  F.  fienson  were  active  partners. 

A  new  finn  of  Close  Brothers  &  C  <:>mpany  was  formed  and  operated  in 

I'ipeNt' >!K'.  Minnoiit.i.  The  Iowa  I^iml  Company  operated  principally  in 
( )scciil.'i  ("Uiii}  .  w  ith  lH-a<!ipiartcr'>  in  Sibley.  However,  it  l»rouj;lil  some  land 
in  surrounding  counties.  Their  entire  purchase  amounted  to  somelliinjj  like 
one  hundred  isin<l  fifty  thousand  acres,  of  which  it  broke  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  eighty  thousand  acres«  and  built  about  two  hundred  set  of  buildings. 
While  the  Iowa  Land  Company  operate*!  here  it  was  quite  a  rendezvous  for 
youns^'  l".ni;li>hnii-n  wlm  had  nothing'  to  d"  l>i:i  Npend  an  allowance.  They 
fjave  Sihiey  the  ap|)earaiRe  of  I>eini;  a  lively  lojvn.  Horse  racing,  \X)\o  play- 
ing, tox  hunting  and  toboggan  sliding  were  the  usual  sports  for  pdstime. 
The  company  sent  agents  east  to  look  up  tenants  and  a  vast  number,  good, 
bad  and  indifferent,  were  brought  in  by  their  enterprising  agents.  During 
those  years,  Sibley  seemed  to  have  a  boom,  hut  as  a  lot  of  the  floating  class 
of  tenants  moved  on,  the  merchants  fotnid  that  they  were  Insinp-  more  from 
poor  accounts  than  they  had  ever  lost  l>efore.  It  was  probably  the  hardest 
time  the  Sibley  merchants  ever  experienced.  The  managers  of  this  com- 
pany were  fine  gentlemen  and  free  buyers,  as  well  as  prompt  paymasters, 
but  many  of  their  tenants  were  a  damage  to  the  town.  Finally  the  Iowa 
I.atid  Company  closed  out  its  interests  here  and  moved  to  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
sota, w  hore  it  is  still  doing  business.  Not  one  of  the  Englishmen  are  left  in 
this  vicinity. 

THE  FUEL  gUESTION. 

No  problem  of  the  hrst  settlers  was  of  more  importance  than  the  matter 
of  fuel.  Nearly  all  fixed  their  houses  in  some  way  to  withstand  the  f>ti- 
slaughts  of  wind  and  weather.  Hut  there  was  a  total  lack  of  any  kind  of 
fuel  sufficient  to  supply  the  necessary  demand. 

The  first  fuel  was  obtained  from  a  little  willow  brush  that  was  found 
akMig  the  Ocheyedan  and  Little  Rock  rivers,  but  that  was  insufficient  in  quan- 
tity and  besides  was  very  poor  in  quality-  The  only  other  visible  sup^ 
was  the  timber  growing  algng  Big  Rock  river  in  Lyon  county  on  the  west 
and  on  the  shore  of  W  e.st  ( )koboji  lake  on  the  east.  It  was  a  drive  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  miles  over  poor  roads  and  through  soft  sloughs  to  either 
(dace.  With  the  poor  and  ill-fed  teams  of  that  day  it  took  two  days  of  hard 
work  for  man  and  team  to  get  a  load  of  green  and  unsatisfactory  wood. 
\Vhen  the  railroad  was  built  into  SiUey  soft  coal  was  shipped  in,  but  it  was 
high  in  price  and  poor  in  quali^,  and  money  was  even  scarcer  than  coal 
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W  \ku  u  cur  load  arrived  there  was  mure  ettort  to  get  to  it  first  tO  earn  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  scooping  it  off,  than  there  was  to  buy  a  load  of  it 
Finally  soine  good  Samaritan  suggested  the  use  of  hay  for  fuel.  At 
first  it  was  considered  a  joke.  H<>\vc\er,  people  were  in  such  desperate 
straits  for  fuel  that  it  was  given  a  trial.  After  a  good  deal  of  experiment- 
in}4  the  licsi  kind  of  hay  fi>r  fuel  wa'^  ilisoM\ cred  and  the  hest  way  of  prepar- 
ing it  t«»r  the  stoxe  devised.  1  he  long,  coarse  slough  hay  that  grew  abun- 
dantly in  alt  the  sloughs,  cut  before  it  was  badly  frozen,  proved  to  be  the  best. 
When  cut  in  the  proper  season  and  well  prepared  for  the  stove  it  made  good 
fuel  either  for  c*Hjking  or  heating  purposes.  It  was  prepared  by  twisting  a 
long  handful  tightly  and  doubling  it  into  the  appearance  of  a  skein  of  yarn. 
W  hen  t\\istc<l  tisjhtly.  with  the  ends  securely  tucked  in.  it  made  neat,  tidy  and 
useful  fuel,  ilie  tighter  it  was  twisted  the  longer  it  lasted.  A  bran  sack 
filled  mth  this  knotted  hay  would  do  a  big  baking  or  last  through  a  long, 
cold  evening. 

.\nd  thus  the  fuel  problem  was  solved.    The  early  settlers  became  so 

attached  to  hay  fuel  that  its  use  was  continued  as  a  matter  of  preference 
several  years  after  the  grasshopper  scourge  was  past.  Thev  considered  tiic 
buniing  of  hay  as  a  blessing  instead  of  a  hardship.  Some  good  housewives 
at  this  late  day  express  the  wish,  when  wanting  a  quick  hot  fire,  that  they 
had  a  sack  full  of  good  hay  to  do  their  baking.  Now  when  many  of  these 
old  settlers  are  still  here  and  sitting  round  their  big  hard-coal  heaters  or  over 
furnaces  they  never  enumerate  the  burning  of  hay  as  one  of  the  hardships  of 
early  titnes.  Thv  use  of  corn  for  fuel  was  not  j)rarticed  in  this  county  to 
any  great  extent.  The  intensive  schooling  the  first  settlers  received  during 
the  grasshopper  scourge  caused  them  to  look  upon  the  use  of  com  for  fud 
as  nearly  a  crime. 

In  this  good  and  abundant  year  of  1913  the  groves  of  forest  trees 
plantc"!  liy  the  early  ^etfler^  a^  well  as  by  those  coming'  later  fiuniislied  such 
an  abundance  of  fuel  that  there  is  not  onlv  '"wixkI  to  burn,"  hut  much  j^oing 
to  waste.  Many  large  trees  are  being  cut  each  year  both  for  lumber  and  fuel 
and  the  smaller  trees  are  growing  faster  than  the  big  ones  are  being  used. 
One  Cottonwood  tree  in  Sibley  cut  for  fuel  fai  1910  made  four  cords  of  four- 
foot  wood,  thus  showing  how  rajiidly  the  timber  grows  in  this  country.  This 
tree  was  ]>lante<l  in  In  order  to  ilhistrate  by  an  actual  example  the 

statement  lieretof<ire  made  that  the  timber  planted  in  this  county  is  now  fur- 
jiisliiug  an  abumlance  of  fuel.  Mr.  O.  B.  Harding,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
Goewcy  township,  and  many  years  a  prominent  farmer  but  now  retired,  was 
interviewed  and  made  the  following  statement:   ''I  commenced  preparing 
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the  grountl  lor  trees  in  the  spring  ui  1874.  The  following  vcur  I  began 
planting  cottonwood  and  wiltow  cuttings.  During  the  summer  of  1875  I 
planted  some  seed  of  the  soft  maple.  A  year  or  two  later  I  began  planting 

white  ash  and  Ih)x  elder  seedlings.  In  ten  years'  time  after  planting  I  had 
nearly  all  the  tuel  we  needed  fr.itn  the  thinninj^  an<l  trininiinij  of  the  limber. 
I  then  iK'^an  willows  lor  posts  a!id  have  ha<l  an  ahundamc  from  that 

time  to  the  present.  In  the  year  lyio,  after  vising  a  large  amount  of  limber 
for  fuel,  posts,  cattle  sheds,  etc.,  I  concluded  to  saw  most  of  the  cottonwood 
timber  into  lumber.  I  sawed  twenty-five  thousand  feet  of  good  lumber  and 
the  same  year  cut  at)otit  seventy-five  cords  of  wood  from  the  slabs  and  trini- 
niinj^s.  1  also  cut  almiit  two  tliotisan<l  willow  posts  from  a  small  piece  of 
jj;^round  tlie  same  year,  .\fter  all  the  cuttinLj  that  has  been  done  the  tiinl>er 
has  njore  than  held  its  own,  and  bids  lair  to  furnish  timber  and  fuel  for  the 
fann  for  many  years  to  come.  I  also  sawed  some  ash  timber  into  lumber 
suitable  for  sled  and  wagon  tongues,  eveners  and  various  other  purposes  for 
use  on  the  farm.  I  have  used  part  of  the  cottonwood  lumlw^r  in  building  a 
larjje  corn  house.  WfMtd  and  tool  house,  chicken  house  and  other  outhuild- 
intjs.  llad  all  the  cottouui)o<i  timber  usee!  for  other  pur])osos  durinij  all 
these  years  l)een  left  standing  I  couM  easily  have  sawe»l  tifty  thousand  feet 
of  lumber.  This  timber  occupied  little  ground,  being  along  the  road  side, 
around  buildings  and  on  the  outskirts  of  other  timber." 

The  experience  of  Mr.  Harding  has  been  duplicated  by  others.  For  in- 
stajice.  L.  Ci.  V  an  Faton.  also  an  earlv  settler  in  (loewey  township,  now  re- 
tired and  living  in  Little  Rock,  made  extensive  sawings  from  the  timU'r 
growing  on  his  farm  m  Viola  township.  Soren  .\nderson  in  Goewey  ditl  the 
«une  thing  on  his  farm,  which  was  the  homestead  of  A.  Romey,  now  a  mer- 
chant in  Sibley.  Among  others  who  made  extensive  cutting  of  lumber  from 
their  own  grijves  is  j.  T.  Greenfield,  of  East  Holman,  who  sawed  sixteen 
thousand  feel  of  luml)er  as  well  as  many  posts  ;uid  large  (juantities  of  woofl. 
K.  S.  I'"akin,  of  W  ilson,  has  cut  coiisjiKTabk-  Inmlier.  i>osts  and  wood.  Henry 
Dagle  and  W  illiam  Dagle.  of  (iocwey.  boiii  living  on  their  original  home- 
Steads  and  now  wealthy  farmers,  have  sawed  a  large  amount  of  lumber. 
There  are  many  others,  hut  space  does  not  permit  mention  of  any  more.  If 
this  county  were  entirely  cut  off  from  outside  sources  her  fuel  supply  would 
Ik-  snffieient  without  any  ijreat  har<lship  except  tliat  a  few  who  never  SWung 
it  inrfore  would  have  to  swing  an  ax. 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

The  first  settlers  of  tliis  county  came  here  by  way  of  the  prairie  schooner 
roiilc.  A  lew  w  Iio  ix  'sscssetl  the  means  shijjped  their  goods  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral to  Cherokee  or  Le  Mars  and  tlien  moved  tliem  by  wagon  the  rest  of  the 
way.  In  the  early  seventies  all  roads  led  to  northwestern  Iowa,  where  roads 
ended  and  a  few  trails  todc  their  place.  There  was  no  track  to  guide  the 
claim  seeker  when  he  left  the  trail  and  he  had  to  trust  the  heavens  or  his  com- 
pass to  reach  any  desired  place.  People  usually  came  in  family  groups  and 
helped  i>ne  anotlier  throtij^h  the  soft  sloni^hs.  W  hen  a  slough  was  reached 
some  one  of  the  party  would  examine  the  ground  and  if  found  soft,  all 
would  stop  and  double  up  their  teams  and  help  one  another  across.  All- 
carried  a  few  simple  cooking  utensils  and  at  night  camped,  prepared  the 
meal  and  li.xed  up  for  a  night's  rest — some  sleeping  in  the  wagon  and  others 
under  it.  When  t!ic  weather  was  good  they  had  a  very  good  time,  but  when 
till-  wt-athiT  was  Ijad  they  sutYered  many  hardships.  Old  settlers  say  now 
that  tlii-  ie.ist  suul  about  it  the  better.  Each  morning  they  moved  on.  House 
cleaning  had  no  terrors  for  them.  Three  meals  and  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
miles  per  <lay  was  the  usual  day's  work.  They  forgot  there  was  any  Sunday. 
Singing  songs,  telling  stories  and  the  shooting  of  prairie  chickens  were  the 
common  pastimes.  They  came  from  southern  Wisconsin,  northern  Illinois 
an«l  eastern  Iowa,  a  iiardy.  happy,  jolly  lot.  full  of  hope  ami  courage  an<I 
ready  to  suhilue  a  wilderness.  How  well  they  succeeded  the  following  pages 
will  disclose. 

The  first  settlers  came  in  1870,  more  followed  in  187 1  and  the  number 

increased  in  ii<-2  and  1873.  During  the  sunnner  and  atitumn  of  1871  the 
St.  Paul  \  .'^ioux  city  Railroad  was  gradc<l  lliroui^h  the  c<nmty  and  in 
June.  iSjj.  tin-  tic^  ami  rails  were  laid  and  the  lirst  engine  raiue  iiU'i  .Sibley 
from  the  north,  l  iie  road  had  been  completed  to  \\  orthington,  MinucbOta, 
in  the  late  fall  uf  1871.  The  winter  following  was  so  severe  and  so  much 
snow  came,  followe<l  by  extreme  cold  weather,  that  railroad  building  was 
impossible  until  well  along  in  the  spring  of  1872.  Along  about  that  time 
.Some  stage  lines  were  cst.iblished  to  carry  mail  and  i>assengers  from  S|)encer 
to  Sibley,  ami  from  Sjiirit  Lake  to  Sioux  halls  by  way  of  Sibley.  AlK»ut  that 
time  much  freight  was  hauled  by  teams  overland  from  Sibley  to  Sioux  Falls 
b>'  way  of  Rock  Rapids.  I.Arge  cfuanttties  of  wheat  were  hauled  from  Sioux 
Falls  and  vicinity  to  the  Sibley  elevator,  considerable  of  that  work  being  done 
by  Indians  with  ox  teams.  So  much  wheat  came  to  the  Sibley  maiket  that 
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as  many  as  fifty  wagon  loads  were  lined  up  to  be  unloaded  in  the  morning; 
after  tlie  elevator  men  worked  as  lung  as  tliev  CDtiKi  in  the  eveninij — unload- 
ing at  what  was  tlien  the  railroad  elevator.  All  this  occurred  before  the  grass- 
hopper scourge. 

The  first  raihroad  was  the  St.  PaxA  &  Sioux  City  line  and  to  that  com- 
pany fell  every  odd  numbered  section  of  land  given  as  a  bonus  by  the  United 

States  j4i>\ernment  for  building  the  road.  The  above  named  road  kept  and 
sold  all  the  railroad  land,  l)ut  the  roa<l  itself  changed  haiKi>  and  is  now  called 
the  rhicago,  St.  Pan!,  Minneapolis  ( )inali;i  Railroad.  The  road  i>  known 
locally  as  the  Umaha,  and  is  used  as  a  part  ui  ilic  .Xoriluvcsicrn  system.  This 
raihroad  continued  to  be  the  only  one  until  the  year  1884,  when  another  line, 
the  Burlington.  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern,  crossed  the  county  from  east  to 
west  \:  that  time  the  towns  of  Harris,  Ocheyedan  and  Allendorf  were  es- 
tablislied,  of  which  more  will  Ix-  written  in  other  chapters.  This  line  was 
later  sold  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  Chicago.  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Rail- 
road, in  the  year  lyoo  the  Gowrie  branch  of  the  Rock  Island  was  built 
from  Gowrie  to  Sibley,  giving  Osceola  county  a  direct  line  to  Des  Moines  and 
the  coal  fields  of  southeastern  Iowa.  On  this  line  were  established  the  towns 
of  Melvin  and  Cloverdale,  thus  gi\  ing  the  county  seven  railroad  towns  for 
market  and  trading  jntr])' '^^es ;  also  giving  all  towns  several  daily  mails.  Sib- 
ley is  acc< 'iiinKKlated  with  fourteen  daily  mails.  These  various  lines  ol 
railroad  add  materially  to  the  assessors'  valuation  for  ta.saiion  purposes. 

THE  ORASSHOPPER  SCOURGE. 

All  history  occurs  in  stages  or  periods.  Thus  there  was  a  perio<l  of 
settlement,  a  iieriod  of  improvement,  and  then  a  period  of  grasshoppers  ac- 
companied by  privation,  stagnation  and  hard  times.  We  thought  we  had  ex- 
perienced many  privaticms  and  hardships  during  the  first  years,  hut  we  were 
yoimg  and  nervy  an<l  expected  it,  and  in  our  minds  were  prepared  for  it  and 
went  through  it  with  Impe  and  song. 

In  187-'  a  few  acres  of  crops  were  sown  and  planted  on  land  broken  the 
year  before,  and  produced  fairly  well,  considering  the  wild  and  raw  nature 
of  land  and  the  lack  of  proper  tools  to  work  the  soil  properly.  More  breaking 
was  done,  and  a  considerably  increased  acreage  planted  in  1873,  in  land  bet- 
ter prepared  for  the  seed.  Ex'crything  came  on  jirosperously  and  our  peojde 
began  to  see  their  visions  more  clearly  and  to  believe  they  were  rapidly  near- 
ing  realization.  When  lo!  one  fine  day  early  in  June  a  great  cloud  appeared 
in  the  distance  with  a  slight  roaring  sound  of  millions  of  wings.  First  came 
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a  few  of  the  swifter  hoppers,  droppii^,  dropph^,  dropping  here,  there  and 
everywhere — then  more  rapidly,  oftener  and  thicker,  more  and  more  and 

more  until  all  the  groiiivl  was  covered,  tlie  Iniildings  and  the  little  trees  we 
had  planted  were  borne  v>  the  eartli  In  tlie  Iiet't  of  the  hopiMfis  that  had  clus- 
tered on  them  like  swamis  of  bees.  Imnictiiatcly  uiK>n  lighting,  they  began 
to  eat  every  green  thing  in  their  way.  As  the  grain  was  more  tentler  then 
prairie  grass,  they  gathered  into  the  grain,  and  ate  all  day  and  durii^  the 
night.  A  person  could  go  out  over  the  grain  and  corn  fields  in  the  stillness  of 
the  night  and  hear  the  stripping  and  chewing  like  the  subdued  noise  of  a 
drove  of  cattle.  In  the  morning  tlie  crop.s  were  all  destroyed.  Corn,  grain, 
potatoes  and  garden  stutif  all  gone.  The  young  trees  were  stripped  of  leaves 
and  some  of  them  of  bark.  This  was  the  pros]x:ct  of  profit  and  living  for 
two  years  gone,  and  gone  in  less  tlian  twenty-four  hours.  After  tlie  crops 
were  all  gone  the  hop|)ers  scattered  out  over  the  prairie  and  lived  on  grass  a 
few  d.nys.  hut  they  could  make  very  little  impression  upon  that  In  a  few 
days  they  left  as  they  came,  in  a  great  swarm,  making  it  look  like  an  eclipse 
of  the  sun.  Vhcy  went  ti>  clean  up  some  oilier  county.  But  before  going 
they  deposited  millions  01  eggs  in  the  hard  prairie  soil  and  in  the  new  break* 
ing  so  there  should  be  something  left  to  remember  them  by.  After  the  hop- 
pers had  gone,  the  settlers  had  little  time  to  recover  from  the  shock  and  dis- 
ap|X)intnient  of  their  loss.  Remember,  dear  reader,  that  everything  was 
.stakc<l  on  that  crop.  Here  the  true  spirit  of  these  sturdy  pioneers  asserted 
itself,  .\lo.st  of  them,  with  true  Yankee  grit  and  .\merican  enterprise,  com- 
menced to  summer-fallow  the  devastated  fields,  [ncparing  for  another  cam- 
paign. They  said  that  to  plow  early  meant  a  heavy  cmp  for  1874.  So  hope 
re-entered  the  stricken  land  and  work  went  cheerily  on,  and,  although  the  set- 
tlers had  lost  the  first  round  with  the  hoppers,  they  refused  to  throw  up  the 
S|)ongc.  Imt  caniL'  up  >inilint^  ]»repared  for  aiiother  bout.  Tlie  buppi-is.  tiH>, 
returned  to  the  conflict  but  in  a  ditterent  way.  In  due  .season  ot  time  the 
same  sun  that  warmed  mother  earth,  and  the  same  balmy  breezes  of  spring 
that  fanned  and  brought  to  life  the  grass  and  flowers  of  the  prairie,  and  the 
same  rains  that  caused  the  fanner's  seed  grain  to  germinate  and  grow,  also 
wamied  into  life  the  millions  ujx^n  tnillions  of  clusters  of  grasshop|>ers'  eggs 
laid  the  vear  before.  Su<l(k'nly  it  was  disci  >\  ered  that  the  cuuntry  was 
literally  ahve  with  minute  young  liopiKi^  and  that  the  hoppers  must  eat  to 
grow,  and  did  eat  with  a  marveknis  apiH  iite.  Being  chips  of  the  .same,  they 
immediately  manifested  their  preference  for  the  tender  growing  shoots  of  the 
cultivated  crops  instead  of  tougher  prairie  grass.  rbu>  was  witnessed  day 
after  day  the  race  between  the  growing  grain  and  the  devouring  pest.  The 
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season  was  ideal  and  the  crops,  as  if  entering  into  the  spirit  of  the  life  and 
death  contest,  accepted  the  challei^.  and  canie  valiantly  on.   The  hoj^rf 

also,  grow  iiifi  lart,'cr  and  stronger,  and  eating  with  a  never-satisfied  ai>petite, 
c< iiitimied  the  < iiislaui^^lit  with  t-wr  increasing  strenglli  and  insatiate  appetite 
'l  lif  settlers,  nieaiitime,  were  iiucn>cl\  iiitcrcsle<l  -in-itatc »rs.  W  hat  that  crop 
meant  to  them  nui>l  l>e  left  tii  tiie  imagination,  i'en  can  not  luUy  iKjrtray  it. 
However,  |jeople  did  not  stand  idly  by  and  see  everything  devoured  withoui 
effort.  Many  devices  were  employed  to  drive  off,  kill,  crush,  trap  and  poison 
the  young  and  apparently  helpless  hop|)ers.  But  to  stop  the  wrind  from  blow- 
ini,'.  or  the  rain  from  falhng,  would  liave  heen  e<|ually  sueeessful.  Xow, 
\\hciH-\cT  th'  -'i-  (Irvifes,  al  th.it  tinir  tried,  are  reieried  Uk  it  is  a  matter  of 
merriment,  i  inally.  the  great  race  was  ended,  thf  liopptr.N  gained  their  ma- 
turity and  rose  en  masse  and  flew  away,  leaving  only  a  few  remains  of  a 
ruined  crop.  The  settlers  saved  a  little,  but  not  x'ery  much.  When  they  went 
awa\  one  \ery  Christian  gentleman  said  he  wished  they  would  go  to — and 
there  checked  himself,  fearini;  lie  mit^dit  he  wishing  ill  to  some  one  aufl,  after 
a  moment ">  ii.in^e.  said — "ulurc  nn  oik-  liws."  When  the  liop]>ers  left  |)eo- 
ple  were  again  relieved  anil  allhuugh  they  were  obliged  to  consider  them- 
selves the  losers  in  the  second  bout  with  the  hoppers,  theii  spirits  were  not 
broken.  They  proceeded  at  once  to  prepare  the  ground  for  another  crop  in 
187:;  u  hoppirs  left  without  depositing  their  cui^s  and  this  was  ( lu  -urag- 
inm-  Imt  later  in  the  M-.-Kon  tlu-v  rctnnu-d  and  tillcil  the  ground  witii  such  atl 
al»undance  of  ej^c^  'hat  111  inrnniv  a  furrow,  which  broke  tip  the  cluster>.  the 
grouiKl  assuiue<l  a  gray  appearance  on  account  of  the  ex|>o.sed  eggs.  The 
exiierience  of  1S75  was  a  repetition  of  1874.  These  three  years  werb  the 
worst.  After  that,  they  g^diuilly  d^[enerated  and  by  1879  they  did  little 
damage.  l>y  1880  the  country  was  free  from  them  and  they  have  ne\'er  re- 
tumt'd  i'l  .inv  -frions  intmliers. 

UuiiiiL;  the  gra--sho])]>cr  ]K'rio<l  many,  with  gi'od  reason,  left  the  country. 
Some  returnetl  to  their  original  home  and  others  went  where  they  could  find 
work.  Each  one  had  all  he  could  do  to  take  care  of  himself  and  was  not  able 
to  employ  or  help  any  one  else  to  any  great  extent.  It  is  a  wonder  more  did 
not  leave.  It  may  I>e  interesting  to  rea<kTs  of  these  lines  to  know  how  so 
many  were  able  to  remain  and  live  through  it  all.  One  thing  that  contrib- 
uted largely  in  enabling  many  to  stay  was  the  fliscovery  that  hay  could  l>c  used 
for  fuel.  Other  reasons  will  be  Ijetter  told  by  enumerating  the  experience 
of  some  of  the  early  settlers  from  memory.  Sidney  Beckwith«  of  Viola,  for 
several  seasons  hauled  freight  f nmi  Pierre,  South  Dakota,  to  the  Black  Hills 
across  the  Big  Sioux  reservation.  Ed.  Smith  went  to  some  place  where  a 
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railroad  was  under' construction  and  worked  as  a  g^der.  Peter  Shaw,  also 
of  Viola,  brought  a  little  money  with  him  and  saved  a  few  remnants  of  crops. 

D.  D.  McCalluni,  of  Oclieyedan,  put  his  axo  on  his  shoulder,  took  a  walk 
for  licaltli  ;in(l  laiHlcd  in  tlif  vicinity  uf  Sioux  City  and  cIi<)p|H.'d  cord  wood 
all  winter.  He  had  an  ox  team  and  as  other  settlers  came  in  with  a  little 
money,  he  broke  prairie  tor  them  according  to  their  wants.  Anios  Buchman. 
who  lived  in  a  dugout  on  the  banks  of  the  Ocheyedan,  went  to  Spencer  and 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  tailor.  M.  Harvey  went  to  northern  Illinois  and 
tauglu  a  winter  term  of  -cIkmiI.  11.  G.  Doolittlc  taught  winter  terms  of 
school  in  eastern  Towa.  W,  |.  Miller  and  G.  11.  Perry  returned  to  Illin<iis 
and  tauuht  where  they  had  taujjht  Inffore  cnniini^  to  this  country.  Later 
W .  J.  Miller  taught  tlie  Sibley  school.  D.  L.  McCausland  taught  school 
somewhere  in  the  east  and  in  the  spring  of  1872  got  possession  of  tiie  re- 
corder's oflke  to  which  he  had  been  elected  the  previous  fall.  J.  Q.  Miller 
and  many  others  handled  ties  for  the  railroad  company.  In  fact  many  of  the 
homesteader^  found  employment  on  the  railroad  at  various  times.  After  the 
^'ras>hoi»pe!-  scourtce  was  over,  those  who  had  remained  were  of  the  pluckiest 
and  most  *letermineil.  The  n>ost  of  those  that  hung  on  through  those  trying 
times  made  permanent  citizens  and  are  still  here  or  have  crossed  over  the 
great  divide. 

INTEUESTINU  AGRICULTURAL  FACTS  OF  OSCEOLA  COUNTY. 

The  official  crop  report  of  Osceola  county  for  I9I3>  as  compiled  by  V.  A. 
Burley,  auditor  of  the  county,  presents  many  interesting  facts,  and  an  abstract 

of  the  report  is  here  presented. 

The  total  innnU-r  of  farms  in  the  comity  is  i.ioj.  The  acreat^e  of  these 
farms  is  ^3^.410,  of  w  hich  11.803  acres  are  devoted  to  farm  buildings,  high- 
ways and  feed  lots.  There  were  1 1 1  acres  in  garden,  494  in  orchards,  1 1 ,198 
acres  of  tame  hay,  11,434  acres  of  wild  hay,  51  acres  of  alfalfa,  iii  acres  of 
crops  not  enumerated,  and  1,539  acres  of  waste  land  not  utilized  for  any  pur- 
pose, in  addition  to  the  other  lan<l  wasted  for  the  use  of  towns. 

Corn  wa'^  the  kin<;  crop  <if  the  county.  On  72,30-  acres  2,993,755  bush- 
els of  the  i,'oiden  cereal  were  produce«l.  .\t  market  prices  this  single  crop 
brought  its  growers  over  $1,500,000,  which  explains  some  of  the  new  auto- 
mobiles. 

The  second  important  crop  is  oats,  of  which  2,558,396  bushels  were 
grown  on  61.645  acres.  This  tirain  supplied  over  three-quarters  of  a  million 
dollars  for  the  sustenance  of  the  ixx>r  downtrodden  fanner. 
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Of  winter  wheat  199  acres  were  planted  and  3f33i  bushels  harvested. 
Sinrin^  wheat  was  a  little  more  extensively  grown;  1,504  acres  yielded  25,734. 

bushels. 

Of  barley  then-  was  jXj.b/-,  Inishcls  grown  on  11,785  acres. 

Three  hun<lrc«I  and  twcnly-six  acres  of  rye  yielded  6,445  bushels. 

There  were  1 1,040  tons  of  tame  hay,  12,146  tons  of  wild  hay  and  93 
tons  of  alfalfa  cut 

A  yield  of  93,070  bushels  of  potatoes  was  dug  from  1,066  acres. 

On  658  acres  5,213  bushels  of  flax  seed  were  grown.  Of  timothy  seed 
there  were  i)rf)diiced  15,828  bushels  from  1,975  acres;  and  539  bushels  of 
clover  seed  from  450  acres. 

Twenty-eight  acres  of  sweet  corn  produced  474  bushels;  and  570  bush- 
els of  popcorn  were  taken  from  16  acres. 

There  were  4,777  bushels  of  apples  picked. 

Stock  grazed  on  43,584  acres  of  pasture. 

There  were  on  the  farms  January  i,  1914.  60,981  hogs,  and  36,620  had 
died  of  disease  in  1913. 

The  number  of  horses  of  all  ages  was  9,441,  and  of  mules  149. 

The  total  number  of  cows  and  heifers  kept  for  milk  was  7,508,  of  other 
cattle  17,127,  and  of  cattle  of  all  ages  25,189. 

The  .sheep  kept  on  the  farms  numbered  2.781 ;  shipped  in  for  feeding. 
->.<K>g;  sold  for  slaughter,  3.338.  The  wool  clipped  amounted  to  14,908 
pounds. 

There  were  179,158  head  of  poultry  on  the  farms,  and  787,935  dozens 
of  eggs  were  laid  during  the  year. 

The  average  monthly  wage  of  farm  help  was  $32  in  summer  and  $23  in 
winter. 

PIONEER  LETTERS. 

The  two  following  letters  were  written  by  Josef  von  Willemoes  Suhm 
to  his  brother  in  Germany  in  the  spring  of  1872.  Suhm  was  a  very  observe 

ing  young  man  and  his  letters  throw  not  a  little  light  on  the  early  experiences 
of  the  tirst  j)ioneers  of  this  county.    It  might  \k'  stated  that  Suhm  stayed 
otily  a  sliort  time  <>n  his  claim,    lie  returned  to  the  cnniu>  in  tiie  suninier  of 
1913  for  a  visit  and  was  intensely  interested  in  seeing  the  marked  changes, 
which  had  come  about  since  his  first  view  of  the  county  in  1872.  * 
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"Go  West  Young  Man,  go  West." — Horace  Gkeeley. 

Wednesday,  2nd  of  May,  1872. 
In  Camp  near  Algona,  Kossuth  County,  Iowa: 

Dear  Mother — From  my  last  letter  ex.  Lyons,  Clinton  county,  Friday 

the  I2th  of  April,  you  will  remember  that  we  were  ready  to  start  the  next 
momin}^.  Saturd.'iy.  tlic  13th  of  April,  for  tlic  far  we<;t.  We  were  three 
men,  Henry  Dunkelinann,  Aujjust  Carsteiisen  and  your  son  Josef. 

Dunkeltnann  furnished  the  covered  wagon  and  four  horses  while  pro- 
visions went  for  joined  account 

The  good  old  Letm.  and  Lisette,  Dunkelmann's  wife,  had  tears  in  their 
eyes  wIk-ti  wo  started,  while  liis  sister  Dora  and  father  Wohlenberg  were 
full  of  fun  and  1  was  deli^lUt-d  that  at  last  I  had  a  chance  tt>  hid.  fur  some- 
time, farewell  to  the  regular  work  of  civilization  and  to  roam  like  a  gypsy 
through  the  country! 

One  moment  we  stopped  at  the  Victor  grist  mill,  the  property  of  Wohl- 
enberg. there  to  receive  a  sadc  of  flour;  tihen  away  we  went  with  "Hip.  Hip. 
Hurrah,"  over  the  little  bridge,  up  the  hill,  with  a  last  glance  at  friend 
Tritwhler's  brewery  on  our  right.  Twelve  luik-s  oiU  of  t<i\vn  (at  Dunkel- 
mann's fann)  we  slup|K'd  for  the  night.  There  two  young  men  with  their 
wives  and  wagons  joined  us  and  together  we  left  on  Sunday,  the  14th  of 
April,  for  Maqnoketa.  On  the  way  I  bought  a  big  Newfoimdland  dog 
"Prinz"  (of  which  you  will  hear  more  in  due  time)  for  five  dollars.  When 
nearijig  town  a  fearful  storm  overtook  us  and  we  tried  to  put  our  horses 
fi-dci  >Iiclter  but  the  price  asked  being  so  high  we  resolved  to  camp  under 
s  »i.;c  big  trees  not  far  from  the  river. 

Tlwre  we  started  our  first  camp-fire  in  a  fearful  storm,  then  we  retired 
t  n-ic  r  oi!r  wagon  cover,  but  the  horses  being  very  restless,  left  us  very  little 
slet| .  Therefore  we  lit  our  lantern  and  pipes  and  smoked  and  talked  till 
tlaylight.  (^n  account  of  the  frost  and  snow  we  did  not  break  camp  the  next 
day  liut  had  a  l>>r.k  at  the  little  town  and  only  left  for  ."Vnamosa  on  the  16th 
where  we  camjxftl  close  to  a  little  stream  west  of  town.  That  night  we  again 
had  a  hard  frost.  We  did  not  reach  Quascjueton  on  the  17th  but  made  camp 
in  a  little  wood  near  the  road. — ^it  was  a  cold  starlight  night  and  it  was  late 
when  we  left  our  warm  crackling  fire  to  crawl  under  our  Uankets.  Indo- 
jwudencc'.  a  fine  little  town,  was  our  next  stoj).  From  there  to  Cedar  I'alls, 
via  Waterloo,  took  us  two  anrl  one-half  days,  On  the  road  to  that  town  we 
hatl  our  first  accident.  On  a  slanting  roatl.  crossnig  a  pretty  prairie,  dotted 
with  trees,  the  horses  <lrawing  one  of  the  young  fanner's  wagons  l)oUed. 
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while  his  wife  was  driving,  and  the  wagon  upset   Not  much  damage  was 

done.  onW  the  tongue  broken  and  the  fair  datnscl  fell  in  a  basket  of  eggs, 
which  gave  her  dress  a  nice  yell<i\v  tulor.  W'liile  1  )unkelnKuin  and  we  repaired 
the  uai^'un  the  wutnen  changed  her  dress  behind  a  bush  and  alter  one  hour's 
delay  we  started  agaui. 

Shellrock  is  a  clear,  bright  river.  We  campttl  in  the  center  of  the  market 
place  at  Rockford  on  the  Shellrock.  Near  Mason  City  we  had  a  beautiful 
camping  ground  on  Lime  creek,  close  to  a  water  mill,  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  o|)|>osite  onr  camp  there  was  a  high  nn-k.  a  hlntT,  all  grown 
over  with  ivy.  which  !i">ked  splendid  in  the  i)ale  light  of  tlic  full  moon.  Our 
two  young  farmer  friends  left  us  here,  as  they  had  bought  land  in  the  neigh- 
lH>rh<)od  at  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  We  had  a  good  look  at  the  fine  land 
around  Gear  Lake,  and  after  a  stop  of  five  days  started  again  for  Algooa. 

From  now  on  we  found  worse  roads  day  after  day  and  the  night  before 
reaching  \\'e<ley  we  had  one  of  the  biggest  thnnderstiirnis  I've  ever  wit- 
nessed so  far  Mil  the  o]>en  ])rairie.  L'n:d)le  to  start  a  lami)  fire  we  went  hun- 
gry to  bed.  W'lien  we  started  ne.xt  morning  the  wide  prairie  was  one  big 
bog  and  even  on  the  hill  where  we  had  camped  the  wheels  dropped,  as  soon 
as  we  started,  up  to  the  axle  in  mud  and  our  horses  had  no  footing  whatever, 
so  we  were  obliged  to  hire  oxen  to  haul  our  wagon  tf)  Wesley,  while  we  led 
the  h<ir-e-«  On  rearlnng  the  station  we  shipjK'd  onr  baggage  by  rail  to  Al- 
gona.  at  this  time  tlie  terminus  of  the  Duburpie  Railroad.  Six  other  wagons 
sutfered  as  we  did  antl  when  wc  made  camp  at  Wesley  wc  joined  thirteen 
more  emigrant  mitfits  who  were  likewise  detained  by  the  bad  roads.  All  told, 
we  were,  tliat  night,  twenty  wagons  in  camp — it  was  a  grand  sight  after  the 
fires  were  lit  to  sec  the  men,  women,  children,  dogs,  horses,  mules  and  al.so 
some  cows  moving  alM>ut  in  the  glare  of  the  light!  On  the  last  day  of  .\i)rTl 
we  reriched  lu-re  (  Algnna  I.  h,iving  In-en  that  <lay  u]>  t<i  tlie  Ictiees  in  mud  and 
water,  while  helping  the  horses  antl  wagons  ti>  cross  llic  sloughs  and  creeks. 
We  found  regular  roads,  anywhere  with  bridges,  and  the  trip  through  Han> 
cock  ami  Kos.suth  counties  is  a  never-to-be-forgotten  recollection  of  hardship. 

On  the  Inst  uf  May  we  fetched  our  baggage  from  Algona  station.  The 
|>rice  uf  the  freiijlit  wa*;  onlv  se\enly  five  cents.  The  weather  was  very  ct>ld, 
with  .1  little  da^h  uf  snow.  On  that  day  (i.st  of  May)  eight  more  wagons 
reached  our  camp  and  there  and  then  started  our  friendship  with  N.  D. 
Bowles  and  his  famous  mules.  Uncle  Ned,  as  we  called  him,  was  a  grand 
companion,  always  ready  to  spin  a  yam.  Today,  the  2nd  of  May,  Donkd- 
mann  and  .\nL:n-<t  uent  tu  luuk  a(  -onie  land  near  Algona,  which  has  been 
offered  for  sale,  while  other  men  from  camp  went  fishing. 
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I  am  sitting  before  the  mess-box.  The  weather  is  turning  cdd  and  it  h 
also  diffiailt  to  write  in  the  open  air  while  children  and  the  dogs  are  running 
around  me.   Therefore  I  close  my  letter.    Vou  will  hear  from  me  SOOn  again. 

Give  my  love  to  the  whole  family  and  kindly  rememhcr 

Your  son 

JOSBF. 

Sunday,  the  19th  of  May,  1872. 

Dunklemann's  Homestead : 

In  camp  near  "Bean-slough,"  Osceola  county,  Iowa. 

Dear  Mother — hope  that  my  letter  from  Algona  reached  you.  We  left 
that  town  on  the  3rd  of  May  with  six  other  wagons,  bound  via  Emmettsburg 
and  Milford,  for  Osceola  county! 

Without  much  trouble  we  reached  here  on  the  6th  of  May  and  camived 
the  Hrst  m^ht  near  the  sod  shanty  of  a  half-breed  trapper  l)y  the  name  of 
John  McKinney.  The  land  in  sight  is  very  hue — a  vast,  treeless,  rolling 
prairie,  without  a  limit  to  tiie  eye  and  no  settlers'  hataes  to  the  north,  south, 
east  or  west,  can  be  seen  from  the  trapper's  little  place.  Dtmkelmann  took  a 
homestead  claim  and  so  did  August  Carstensen  and  I,  but  it  would  have  been 
better  to  my  liking  if  we  could  have  gone  to  Xortli  Dakota  near  the  Buffalo 
range,  where  the  wiM  ln<liaiis  roam  alxmt  four  lumdreil  miles  northwest 
from  here.  1  am  afraid  that  tins  will  be  rather  a  lonely  place  witii  no  otiier 
excitemoit  than  hard  work,  for  all  the  game  has  left  this  vast  prairie  and 
the  elk  horns  we  found  were  well  bleached  and  therefore  not  lately  dropped. 

1  shall  probably  need  a  lot  of  books  from  home  for  the  long  winter 
evenings  when  then-  i^  nothing  tf>  <lo  out<Ioors.  I'or  the  regi'^tratioii  of  my 
claim  I  had  to  pay  fourteen  tlollars.  We  had  to  do  this  in  !~^iou\  City,  the 
land  office  for  this  district.  .McKinney,  or  "Lazy  John."  as  we  called  Inm.  went 
with  us  as  a  witness.  The  weather  had  turned  warm  and  the  trip  across  the 
prairie  to  Sioux  City,  touching  the  little  town  of  LeMars.  was  a  pleasure  trip 
as  Uncle  Ned,  who  had  taken  .1  claim  next  to  Dnnkelmann's.  never  left  oflF 
teUing  yarns  alxnn  his  mules  and  deeds  in  battle  during  the  late  rel)ellion. 

Dunkelmann.  being  an  oUl  soMier,  gut  one  Imndred  and  >i\t\  acre>.  1 
only  eighty  acres,  for  when  1  mentioned  that  1  had  Ijeen  also  a  soldier  in  the 
Prussian  army  durii^  the  war  of  1866,  I  was  tdd  that  Emperor  William 
had  to  give  me  eighty  acres,  as  from  Uncle  Sam  I  could  receive  only  eighty 
acres,  not  having  serve<l  hin>  during  the  late  war.  I'ighty  acres  is.  therefore, 
all  I  could  claim,  but  as  there  is  railroad  land  in  front  of  my  lii>mestea<l 
which  I  can  buy  at  three  to  five  dollars  per  acre,  1  have  the  intention  of  ac- 
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quiring  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  said  land  so  that  I  shall  soon  have 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  will  be  as  much  as  I  can  well  look  after. 
We  lamped  near  Sioux  City  oii  a  piece  of  prairie,  dose  to  the  Floyd  river 
and  were  soon  joinnl  l)y  six  liundnd  L'.  S.  A.  soldiers  coming  from  Kansas 
City,  being  on  the  way  to  Dakota  to  protect  the  settlers  against  hostile  In- 
dians. In  the  afteniuon  the  band  played  nice  pieces  from  "Die  Weise  Dame,** 
"Robert  der  Teufcl."  and  "Lucrecia  Borgia."  The  soldiers  offered  to  sell 
(ver>'  cheap)  bulTalo  r«»l)i's  and  revolvers,  Init  I  l.ad  no  money  to  spare 
T\vcrt\  tiircc  of  tlieiu  deserted  that  night  and  only  a  few  were  recaught  the 
next  morning. 

Since  we  returned  to  our  land  we  had  a  l>H)k  l<jr  our  county  seat,  Sib- 
ley, expecting  to  find  it  quite  a  big  town.  One  fine  afternoon,  Dunkelmann. 
Carstensen  and  I  mounted  our  horses,  and  started  in  the  direction  northwest 

w  here.  acc<»r<ling  to  nnnors,  Sibley  should  be.  While  riding  along  we  first 
lodked  at  the  ^oil,  wliich  was.  according  to  onr  judgment,  not  near  as  good 
as  our  I  wn  claims.  .*>o  the  time  was  tilled  most  i)leasantly.  Imt  suddenly  we 
ienitnr.ered  what  we  had  coute  for.  and  glancetl  from  a  near  hill  over  the 
country.  To  the  south  there  stood  a  big  frame  house,  otlierwise  there  was 
nothing  to  be  seen  of  a  living  settlement,  for  the  sod  shanties  we  had  passed 
Itad  all  been  deserted.  My  projiosal  to  ride  to  that  big  frame  house  and  there 
to  ask  for  in  formation  about  the  whereabouts  of  Sibley  was  cut  short  by  my 
dear  lrien<'  Dunkelniaini.  who  saitl.  "Xo,  Joe,  I'm  not  a  tenderfoot  or  a 
greenhorn  like  you,  I'm  an  ok\  prairie-rider  antl  |>athrintlcr.  wlu»  has  been 
roaming  three  years  on  the  plaiitt  of  Dakota,  chasing  Indians  and  buffalos. 
No,  my  boy,  I  shall  not  ask  for  hints  to  find  a  town  on  the  level  prairie!** 
Well,  mother,  I  gave  in,  but  when  soon  a  fearful  thunderstomi  bursted  over 
us,  and  we  were  cf>mpelled  to  ride  full  speed  for  shelter  to  that  big  house, 
we  found  that  we  were  in  Sibley!  Think  of  it,  that  one  house,  Sibley,  our 
county  seat !  Down  went  the  biggest  castle  in  the  air  I  ever  built !  The  one 
big  room  below  was  full  of  surveyors,  land  agents  and  a  great  variety  of 
other  professionals,  while  up  stairs  were  bed-rooms,  for  it  was  also  a  hotel 
and  restaurant,  besides  being  a  court  house!  It  was,  so  far,  the  funniest 
ex|H'rience  I've  had  in  the  west,  always  to  be  remenilHTCfl  as  long  as  1  live, 
the  hunt  for  the  town  and  the  great  scout,  Henry  Dunkelmann,  my  beloved 
friend ! 

Xow  we  are  breaking  our  land  and  making  sod  shanties  with  board 
roofit.  one  day  is  like  the  other.  We  are  hard  at  woric,  have  plenty  of  rain 

and  are  often  wet  to  the  skin,  but  that  don't  bother  us. 

The  other  day  we  went  for  a  walk  across  the  prairie  when  Prinz  found 
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an  old  he  badger.  We  three  big  men  and  the  dog  went  for  the  poor  fellow 
and  when  we  had  killed  him  we  found  that  his  meat  was  not  fit  to  eat  I  felt 
sorn'  and  ashamed  of  the  deed.  At  night,  serenaded  by  the  mysterious  silence 

of  the  prairie,  we  sit  amniKl  tin-  camp-fire  t.ilkint;  and  expfttintj^  hiif  tliinfjs 
from  till-  unknown  tntnre.  Some  day  we  will  know  all  about  it,  as  "Uncle 
Ned  "  always  answers  when  I  ask  his  opinion  about  the  unsolved  mystery  of 
our  future  in  Osceda  countv.  Farewell,  mother.  In  love  I  remain 

Your 

Josef. 

conclusion. 

Those  of  the  first  settlers  who.  remain  alive  look  around  at  times  and 
wonder  and  marvel  at  the  change.   When  this  beautiful  prairie  was  first 

\iewed.  all  covered  with  rich  grass  and  bedecked  with  prairie  flowers,  it 
])roiii4lu  visiiins  of  fine  farms,  with  good  bnildinps,  ])r<>t(.vtc(l  1>y  thrifty 
j^roves  and  linetl  by  well-^^radcil  roads.  However,  after  a  few  years,  tlie 
first  glamour  wore  off  and  we  hardly  expected  to  live  to  see  our  visions  a 
reality.   Now  we  look  about  and  wonder  whether  we  are  dreaming. 

During  the  first  ten  years  we  experienced  hard  times  and  met  many 
disappointments.  Well  do  we  all  remember  when  we  were  following  the 
breaking  plow  and  turning  up  to  (IckI's  sunshine  and  air  the  richness  of 
the  sod.  lor  the  first  time;  we  wandered  then,  as  we  do  now,  how  many 
thousand  years  of  accumulated  richness  we  were  disturbing.  Scientists  can 
examine  rock  and  estimate  something  of  the  distance  of  the  primeval  time, 
when  the  rock  commenced  to  form,  but  no  one  has  told  when  this  soil  began 
the  buildii^  process  It  was  something  of  a  privile^  to  be  first  to  dis- 
turb the  accumulation  of  untold  centuries. 

We  have  witnessed  a  miracle.  The  present  i^eneration  can  only  see 
the  achiexements  j^erformed.  Of  the  experiences  that  wrought  these  mira- 
cles, it  knows  but  little.  We  hear  a  lot  about  the  high  price  of  land  at 
the  present  time.  The  fact  is  Iowa  land  is  cheaper  today  than  it  was  forty- 
five  years  ago.  You  probably  think  this  is  a  rash  statement,  but  we  can 
proTe  it  by  evidence  that  will  stand  the  test  of  any  court  in  tlie  land.  You 
say  f>ur  land  cost  us  alni<>%t  nitthinir  That  all  de]K'n<ls  on  how  you  figure 
tftc  price  paid.  To<lay  you  can  buy  land  in  this  county  at  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  You  can  go  on  that  land 
and  if  properly  tilled  and  manage<i  can  pay  for  it  with  the  income  from  the 
land.  In  the  mcantinie.  while  you  are  paying  for  it,  you  enjoy  all  the 
comforts  of  a  king.    Every  conveniente  of  the  twentieth  century  is  at 
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your  <loor.  You  wear  good  clothes,  your  children  etijoy  good  school  privi- 
leges, and  \oiir  faniilies  live  as  well  as  tlie  weallhiest  people,  as  far  as  tjood 
\\hi*lehouie  food  is  concerned.  You  ride  lo  town  in  a  fine  carriage  or  in  an 
automobile.  You  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  a  wealthy  and  prosperous  coni- 
immity.  with  good  roads  and  as  fine  schools  as  the  best  in  the  land. 

You  pay  nothing  like  the  price  the  homesteader  paid,  forty-five  years 
ago.  Then  the  settler  who  came  to  northwestern  Iowa  and  entered  a  home- 
stead, jeopardized  the  life  of  himself  and  family.  Many  times  nci<;hlx)rs 
were  miles  apart,  and  supplies,  at  lirsi.  were  fifty  to  sixty  miles  distant. 
Wood  for  fuel  had  to  be  hauled  twenty  to  thirty  miles,  requiring  an  ab- 
sence from  home  of  two  or  three  days,  if  you  had  good  luck  and  ever  re- 
turned at  all.  The  first  few  years  a  little  sod  com  was  planted.  The 
chances  were  that  nothing  fit  for  family  use  was  harvested.  When  fall 
came  the  entire  crop  would  not  support  a  family  of  today  one  week.  If 
the  settler  was  fortunate  enough  to  own  a  gun  he  could  secure  some  small 
game  to  help  a  little.  When  he  went  a  long  distance  to  a  railroad  town  for 
family  supplies,  there  was  only  the  mark  of  his  own  wagon  as  a  trail  to 
follow  on  his  return.  Sometimes  he  never  returneil.  These  things  were 
part  of  the  price  he  paid  for  a  piece  of  land.  If  the  grassho[q)ers  left  a 
little  crop  he  was  very  fortunate. 

Sometimes  sickness  came  and  wile  or  children  were  stricken  with  some 
wasteful  disease.  They  could  not  be  left  alone  long  enough  to  go  many  miles 
for  a  doctor  or  medicine.  The  best  you  could  do  was  to  tr\'  tn  reach  some 
neighbor,  who  would  go  and  bring  something  for  the  sick  one.  Many  times 
the  settler  was  compelled  to  stand  at  the  bed-side  of  <lear  ones,  helpless  to 
alleviate  >>ufTering,  watch  them  slowly  pass  away,  and  then  coinpelied  to 
dig  the  grave  with  his  own  hands.  This  al.so  entered  into  the  consideration 
paid  for  a  piece  of  northwestern  Iowa  land. 

To  this  should  be  added  something  that  money  and  land  can  never 
pay  for.  That  was  the  days  and  weeks  and  months  when  the  wives  and 
mothers  endured  hardships  that  neither  tongue  or  i)en  can  ever  descril>e — the 
homesickness  and  loni^inj.;:  for  human  ci >iii])anif>nship.  which  inn'.e^  lo  those 
who  are  shut  in  by  vast  .so!itude>.  where  the  faces  of  other  men  and  women 
seldom  appear.  The  men  wlio  were  busy  with  their  out  of  doors  work  did 
not  feel  this  loneliness  as  did  the  wives  and  mothers,  who.  when  their  sim- 
ple duties  were  over,  had  nothing  to  divert  their  miinl>.  from  <lay  to  day, 
but  to  wait  aiul  welcome  nit,dit  a^  a  i)risoner  behind  the  bar>  welcomes  the 
inarkiiii;  of  niu'  <lay  of  bi>  lonj;  sentence.  Months  went  l>y.  when  the  women 
iii  the  seltler.s  family  .saw  no  one  but  the  meml)ers  of  the  family  and  the 
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wonder  is  that  the  insane  asyhim  did  not  daim  more  of  these  pioneer  womeiL 
This  homesickness  is  something  that  cannot  be  put  into  words,  but  the  victim 
suffers  more  acutely  than  those  who  suffer  from  bodily  ills,  and  no  medicine 
can  bring  relief.  The  victim  either  dies,  goes  insane  or  recovers.  Tlie  suf- 
fering endured  wotild  melt  the  hardest  heart  In  eoaipaldDg  the  coat  do 
not  leave  tins  item  out. 

A  few  were  fortunate  enon^  to  escape  some  or  all  of  these  31a  and 
at  the  end  of  ten  years  were  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  land  worth  ten  to 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  Then  they  were  obliged  to  mortgage  it  for  all  they 
could  get  to  pay  debts,  contracted  during  the  hardest  years,  to  keep  the  family 
from  starving.  In  other  words,  the  homesteader  had  spent  ten  of  the  best 
years  of  his  life  and  had  only  a  small  equity  in  a  chei^  piece  of  land  to  show 
for  it.  Do  you  think  that  was  dieap  hmd?  Does  it  not  seem  mote  Iflee  a 
wasted  life? 

Many  ask  how  people  lived  under  such  circumstances.  God  knows  how. 
We  often  find  ourselves  asking  the  same  question  and  we  are  unable  to 
answer.  We  did  not  live  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word;  we  merely  existed. 
It  was  often  purdy  a  matter  of  endurance.  Would  you  like  to  pay  the 
price  they  did?  Does  not  land  at  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre  look  cheap 
by  the  side  of  the  price  the  homesteader  paid?  We  insist  again  that  land  in 
Iowa  is  cheaper  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre  now  than  it  was 
forty-five  years  ago  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  the  ten 
years  of  hard  service,  while  improving  the  same.  The  survivors  of  the  old 
settlers  rejoice  over  the  marvelous  changes  that  have  taken  place  and  are 
grati6ed  to  know  they  had  a  part  in  redeeming  this  oountiy  from  a  wilder- 
ness. 

ODE  TO  OSCEOLA. 

W.  T.  MILLBft. 

We  speak  of  a  land  most  fair  to  the  sight, 
VlUh  its  ridi,  waving  grass  and  flowers  so  bright; 
A  beautiful  land  and  good  to  behohl. 
With  a  wealth  in  its  soil  of  riches  untold. 

Where  the  sunshine  from  Heaven  spreads  over  the  plain 
And  the  valleys  and  hillsides  respond  to  the  rain ; 
Where  the  air  with  its  ozone  is  laden  with  health 
And  the  husbandman  tickles  the  soil  for  the  wealth 
f44) 
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That  is  hidikn  away  in  this  grassy  retreat. 
To  respood  to  the  plowman  and  laijr  at  his  feet 
A  harvest  so  tonntif nl»  an  abuadancc  so  rare» 
To  soitain  ay  who  come  and  haive  plenty-  to  spare. 
The  name  of  this  land,  would  you  like  to  know? 
No  lovelier  name  can  be  found,  I  trow. 
Than  beautiful  Osceola. 

Whether  sunsbine  or  shadow,  or  summer  or  snow, 
Or  urtiatever  dame  lortiiM  aces  fit  to  bestow. 
Be  it  bountiful  harvest  and  sumptuous  fare. 
With  abundance  for  all  and  a  portion  to  spare ; 
Whether  summer  bring^s  showers  and  fortune  and  gold 
Or  winter  brings  blizzards  and  hunger  and  cold. 
Whatever  betide  us  we  still  love  the  land, 
Our  fair  Osceola,  so  beautifully  grand. 
We  love  all  our  homes  and  do  not  rqiine 
That  we  chose  Osceola,  die  "ninety  and  nine." 
Oh,  dear  Osceola,  where  brave  men  hold  fast 
And  true  hearted  women  spread  a  sumptuous  repast, 
Were't  the  last  drop  in  the  bucket,  and  we  on  the  brink 
Of  ctemtty's  ooean,  ^  to  Ifaee  w«  woidd  drink, 
Our  beaotiftt]  Oaoeda. 
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